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MAILBAG 


Superb _ 

W HAT a Hupei b victory we liad 
at. [Iyfl( labad' jMoro than 
Hiiylluiif^''l.se, it was the superb 
batting'>( Azliai uddin, Kapil Dev 
and Havi Sliastri that enabled 
India to will the third and final 
cricket test against New Zealand 
{•■nil prai.se must also g'o to the 
other [ilayers especially Arshad 
Ayuband Naroiulra Hirwani who 
Ixiwled inag’nificently throughout 
the 'I'est But over and above 
fiveryflung else, Dihp Vengsarkar 
deserve.s our congratulations for 
adding another feather to hi.s 
crown, 

s iiusst:iN. 

Dibi'Ugnrh 


Enchanting 

MUDAR PATHERYA .S 
Interview with former cricket star 
Hrijesh Patel. (Sportswurld, doth 
November) made intersting 
reading His ob.servations threw 
some interesting light on the 
captaincy of the differnt captains 
like Ajit Wadekar. Bishan Bedi 
and Sunil Gavaskar 

Patel’s remarkable century at 
Port of Spain when India was 
chasing 400 runs plus, showed 
the calibre of his batting 

All in all. It was an enchanting 
interview, 

SHY AMAL GUPTA. 

Hurdwan. 


i[^j[^e's Ire_ ___ 

This letter refers to the coverage 
of the 44th National Aquatics 
Championship held in Calcutta 
recently (S/xirtsworld. Nov 9th) 
and the subsequent reply by 
Loraine Verghese (Sportsworld. 
Dec 7th) 

It IS clear that some paras in the 
report by your correspondent 
tasted acrid to Miss Verghese and 
hence, she questioned the 
journalustic acumen of your 
correspondent The race in 
question, the much debated 100m 
freestyle race, was published in a 
I similar vein in other magazines 
and newspapers (Ex Sportstar 
and Aaajkal) 

It clearly shows that there was 


no invention on the part of your 
Correspondent, and the cheating 
was .so glaring that any number of 
letters from Loraine Verghese will 
not prove it otlmrwise 
Ixjraine has stated that the 
judge.s and the I’eferees are the 
final authority on the sport I 
think this IS ca rrying things a 
little Uxi far A j edge has the right 
of opinion but if heerrs in his 
highly important job, I think it is 
the right of the |ournalist to 
comment on it 

Ijoraine Verghese also took 
pride in the fiu.t that she is very 
sporting and full of 
gamesmanship But what she 
■says holds no grounds when in 
the last few paras, she powerfully 
beats her own drums about her 
achievements in the Junior 
Aquatics at Kurukshetra and the 
National Champirmships I think 
it was unnecessary 
SANKAFi MAJUMDAH. 

Guwahati 


Wonder Boy 

SCORING a ton in his maiden 
appearance in the Raiiji Trophy, is 
indeed a creditable performance 
for a boy of 14 years Sachin 
Tendulkar, the wonder boy of 
Indian cricket, achieved this 
marvellous feat when playing for 
Bombay i n their match against 
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Gujarat. He scored a chanceless 
129 

Sachin Tendulkar hit the 
limelight last year when he, in 
association with Vinod, created a 
world record by making 600 runs 
plus at the junior level at Bombay 

In his development, one should 
give due credit to Sachin's coach 
Ramakant Acbarkan Wjj now 
look forward to a brilliant Test 
career for this very young man 
ROY JOHN, 

Calcutta. 


Selfish _ 

I think Richard Hadlee came to 
Indiajust for his world record 
And once, he achieved that, he lost 
the urge to play in the one-day 
internationals 1 think he is not a 
very patriotic player On the other 
hand. Im ran Khan of Pakistan 
still continues to play for Pakistan 
despite achieving personal 
milestones 

Dr K SACHIDANANDA HEGDE, 
Cannanorp 


Thought-Provoking 


MUDAR PATHERYA’s interview 
with the former Test and Ranji 
Trophy player of Karnataka, 
Brijesh Patel (Sportsworld, 30th 
Nov) IS not only 
thought-provoking but also a 
highly purposeful one. His 
opinions on the best captains, the 
best batsmen and the sad 
performances of our selectors are 
factual but at the same time, a sad 
commentary on their functioning 

Brijesh Patel has rightly stated 
that he has rarely been given a 
chance to play over a long period 
of time by our 'Jokers’. His 
opinion that Syed Kirmani is the 
best wicket-keeper in India at 
present, should reach the ears of 
our selectors. 

Brijesh Patel, along with Jimmy 
Amarnath really deserved better 
treatment as they were the best in 
their respective departments. 

G. KRISHNAMOORTY. 
Hyderabad. 
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Akbar Drops A Catch 


U 


I T’S no doubt a scoop,” said my wife. “And the 
interview was quite wide-ranging, and 
exhaustive Yet I feel Mr M J Akbar has 
missed the boat " 

"What are you referring to*^" I asked 
“Mr Akbar’s exclusive interview with Benazir 
Bhutto.” said my wife “He has covered everything 
but has missed out on one major issue ” 

“Do you think you are qualified to comment on 
such matters'^” I asked my wife “Mr Akbar is a 
go-g‘etter, does his homework and there isn’t much 
he misses." 

“Yet he has missed out something here,” my wife 
persisted 

“Oh, come on," I said “What more can you cover 
m one hour? Mr Akbar asked questions on the Pak 
pollsl Pak nuclear policy, the Bhutto legacy, no-war 
pact with India, Afghan issue, SARC politics, Zia air 
crash , I don’t think he missed anything ” 

‘“Of course, he did,” 
cooed my wife "He 
forgot all about cricket 
diplomacy ” 

“Oh, that!” I said and 
dismissed it with a wave 
of my hand 

“You can’t ignore 
cricket diplomacy while 
discussing Pakistan.” 
my wife asserted. “It was 
part and parcel of 
Indo-Pak relations And 
don’t you know how Zia 
used to keep our 
government on 
tenterhooks, 
threatening to fly over 
anytime just to watch a 
cricket match? And he 
did come, for the Jaipur 
Test match when the 
Pakistanis were here ” 

I nodded. “That makes 
sense,” I said. “Perhaps, 
it’s too early for Benazir 
to think about cricket. 

She is just settling down 
to her new job. ” 

“That’s all the more 
reason why Mr Akbar 
should have probed her 
on cricket,” said my 
wife. "Zia was as much 
involved with cricket as 
he was involved with US 
arms aid, aiding Sikh 
terrorists, turning a 
blind eye to the drug 
trade and so on. When 



Akbai' queried Ms Bhutto on all these issues, why 
did he forget cricket?” 

“1 am also puzzled,” 1 said 'Particularly when one 
considers the 'Telegraph ’s’wide cricket coverage 
and that Sunil Gavaskar was one of the speakers at 
the paper’s annual debate ” 

"Zia was the final authority on cricket in 
Pakistan,” said my wife “He had the last say in the 
appointment of the BCCP president, influenced the 
selectors and mind you, do you think Imran Khan 
would have come back to cricket, but foi' Zia’s 
personal appeal’’” 

"Very valid points,” I said “Naturally, one is 
interested to know if Ms Bhutto will continue the 
‘Zia cricket legacy’ or switch her interest to Pak 
hookey or kquash ” 

“It can still bo done, ” said my wife "When Mr 
Akbar visits Pakistan for the SARC summit, he 
could ask Ms Bhutto about her interest in cricket 

' Oxfoid and 
Cambridge are not what 
they used to be,” I 
pointed out “They do 
not produce cricketers 
of the calibre of May and 
Cowdrey ” 

"Mr Akbar should also 
take up the ussue of 
Imran Khan with Ms 
Bhutto. ” said my wife. 
"After all, the Pakistan 
cricket used to revolve 
around Zia and Imran. 
When Imran makes his 
next retirement 
announcement, would 
Ms Bhutto urge him to 
reconsider his 
decision’’” 

'“J'hcse are vital 
questions,” I agreed 
"We can only hope Mr 
Akbar I'eads this column 
and prepares his 
questions accordingly. ’ 
My wife nodded 

“I wish Mr Akbar 
suggests this to Ms 
Bhutto,” she said. ’’Once 
Imran Khan retires, he 
should be made their 
High Commissioner in 
Delhi.” She continued 
with a dreamy look, 

‘And the Indian women 
will solidly back Ms 
Bhutto in everything 
she does,” 



THE FOUR WrSE MEN 


W AS speaking- to the 
second most 
contioversial Sardar in 
the country—Biahen 
Bedi, who el6e? The man 
who has been taking the 
pants off the Indian 
Board. So was a bit 
surprised when BSB 
list^ his four most 
respected Board officials 
for rny interest—S. 
Sriraman, 

Chinnaswamy (‘Even 
though I disagreed with 
him during my tenure as 
captain’), Chidambaram 
(‘Responsible for the 
financial soundness of 
the Board today’) and 
Jagmohan Dalmia. 


KIRI FOR SOUTH 
AFRICA? 


S AW an interesting 
line in a Delhi-based 
sports magazine about 
Kirmani He has not yet 
been offered a contract 
to play in South Africa 
but Kirmani’s reply as to 
what he would if ever 
offered a chance is 
worth a mention. “I have 
not been made an offer,” 
he was quoted, “but if I 
get it, I will consider it 
seriously.” 

Someone should send 
this issue to Dr Ali 
Bacher 

Kirmani—Waiting for 
the mail to bring him the 
South Afidoan offer 




FANCY FLIGHT 


T he itinerary of the 
recently-concluded 
India-New Zealand 
series came in for much 
criticism. To play at 
Indore after the Cuttack 
one-day game meant 
three flight changes if 
the players went 
through Calcutta and 
two in successive days if 
they opted through 
Delhi. 

The teams selected the 
latter route. And must 
have cursed themselves 
for it. The 

Bhubaneswhar-Delhi 
flight left 12 hours late 
It was well past 
midnight when they 
reached Delhi. The 
connecting flight to 
Indore via Gwalior and 
Bhopal was delayed by 
two hours the following 
day. By the time the 
flight reached Indore it 
was dusk after 48 hours 
of waiting and 
guessing. The touring 
manager, thoroughly 
disgusted, wjinted to call 
the match off Wiser 
after the ordeal, the New 
Zealand players went to 
Baroda from Indore by 
train! 


KAPIL DEV ACCUSED! 


C AME across an 
explosive piece in 
Indian Express. It said 
that Raj Singh and Dilip 
Vengsarkar had 
approached Sandeep 
Patil to check on his 
availability for the West 
Indies tour. Mohinder 
Amarnath used the 
information in his 
column for Dev 



Jagmohan 
Dalmia—Included In 
Bedi’s efficient four 

Features. ”A few days 
ago,” he wrote, “I met 
Sandeep Patil in 
Bombay. It was good to 
see him after a long 
time The topic of the 
West Indies tour came 


S. Gavaskar: “Logos on 
up over lunch at the CCI. 
He told me that Raj 
Singh and captain Dilip 
Vengsarkar had been in 
touch with him of late, 
asking him to get fit for 
the West Indies tour 
which, he says, he has 
refused, as he has not 
played any international 
cricket for four years, 
and is not in any shape 
to face the West Indian 
quickies.” 

The writer of the piece 
Rajan Bala continued: 
“That Sandeep used the 
personal conversation 
with Vengsarkar and 


Raj Singh for an 
apparently ulterior 
purpose of his own, is a 
clear indication that 
there are more intricate 
games being played 
Could it all have to do 
with a former captain 
who runs a syndicate 
and contracts placers to 
write? And it is not 
Gavaskar.” 

The question is; How 
is Kapil Dev involved? 


THE LOGO BUSINESS 


D id some unearthing 
of files recently and 
came across an 
interesting observation 
made by Sunil Gavaskar 
on the Board’s display of 
logos on cricket 
grounds 

Gavaskar wrote “For 
the logos to be printed 
on the ground, the grass 
is cut completely and 
then some kind of 


the ground also hurt” 
chemical used which 
makes the grass hard. 
Now if a player dives 
and slides on the logo 
you can be sure that his 
elbows and knees are 
going to be skinned 
much more badly than 
on normal grass.” 

Gavaskar touched on 
the logo controversy as 
well. “With such an 
overt display of 
sponsorship being 
allowed can there be 
objections to logos worn 
by players which are 
only a few square inches 
in size?” 
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INTERVIEW 


THE BOARD IS AN IDEAL 
DEMOCRATIC SET-UP! 

Board President B.N. Dutt goes on the forward-defensive in an 

interview* with Mudar Patherya 


What is the Board stand 
! on the logos issue. Why 
' should players wear 
I only official logos? 

I The Board’s directive on 
i the logo issue stands on 
I three primary 
[ considerations Firstly, 

I during the matches 
! players remain under a 
j specific contract with 
the Board, and as such, 
they are precluded from 
entering into any other 
separate contract with 
other agencies 
Secondly, matches for 
which the players are 
under contract with the 
Board ai‘e sponsored by 
specific establishments 
who spiend tons of 
money for this purpose 
The sponsorship is 
inspired partly by 
genuine love for the 
game, but more 
pronouncedly for the 
publicity mileage that 
they expect in return 
of then- 

investment To deprive 
the sponsors of this just 
return would be 
unethical and a 
discouraging gesture 
that scares them away 
from the practice. That 
would be to the 
detriment of interest of 
the Board and the game. 
Thirdly, apart from this 
restriction,'the Board 
generally maintains a 
benevolent and even 
patronising attitude to 
the players’ practices of 


* TIm questions wer« 
submitted beforehand. The 
answers were written. 


earning money by other 
means such as modelling 
or getting prospective 
job opportunities. So in 
return, the Board can 
justly claim this source 
of income for itself to 
replenish its 
hard-pressed resources 
available for organising 
matches Lastly, by 
allowing the use of too 
many logos by players 
during one and the same 
match would pre.sent an 
uncouth picture 

What is the Board’s 
argument on why 

B. N. Ehitt 


players should not 
report Test matches? 
Freedom of expression is 
a fundamental right 
which demands 
judicious exercise 
Instant report on 
current matches may be 
initiated by prejudiced 
views, pliable sentiment 
and influence of current 
but temporary events to 
adversely affect the 
feelings of individual 
players or the morale of 
the team or maintenance 
of discipline. Any 
misquoting or 
interested or 



unintentional 
imputation of views by 
reports may generate 
undesired ill feelings, 
unhealthy reaction or 
harmful consequences. 
Further, syndicated 
writing benefits only a 
limited number of 
channels, while the 
established media like 
the radio, Doordarshan 
or the national press are 
denied the privilege of 
broadcasting the valued 
opinion and comments. 

Why does It appear that 
the players and the 


... by allowing the 
use of too many 
logos by players 
during one and the 
same match would 
present an uncouth 
picture. 

Board are anti each 
other? 

The apprehension is 
entirely misconceived. 
The Board and the 
players are an integral 
part of Indian cricket 
and are essential 
adjuncts to each other, 
and both parties have a 
clear concept of this 
idea. A communication 
gap or a temporary 
misunderstanding may 
generate occasional 
resentment by one or the 
other party. 


Why does there appear 







i 

I 

I to be acoiTiniiiiiictttion 
I Kap between the Board 
and the players*^ 

(■'oi a (i('tln)ei al u 
Vdlini'ai V offJanisatlon 
wiUi ith WHIP’S loc’cifed at 
fliHeiciit (fiitres and 
' incuinbf’iits stationed in 
‘ diflinent pailsofthe 
I (onnt 1 y a 
I conimunic’dtion paj) 

I cannot tie wliolly 
avoided As only very 
recc'iitly elected to the 
office of the President, I 
cannot pinpoint the 
cause |u&t at tins stage 
However, niy best 
attention is being 
directed to streamlining 
the Hoard machinery 
and its functioning to 
minimise and eliminate 
such occasions of a 
communication gap 

Are the Indian 
players underpaid? 

Just payment is a 
relative term The 
Board has all along 
been mindful of, and 
responsive to, the 
expectations and just 
dues of the players 
within the bounds of 
its capacity, varying 
with the varying 
circumstances 

Kapil Dev in an 
interview to Sport sworld 
has stated that reports 
by home captains on the 
umpiring are not taken 
into account Hence, a 
waste. 

1 do not think so I shall 
make cmpnnes into the 
matter 

j Is the selector s post 
honorary? How is a 
selector nominated? 
Does the Board give it 
guidelines? How 
autonomous is the 
selection committee? 
How accountable are 
they? 

The post of a .selector is 
an honorary one 
The national Selection 
Committee is formed 



BUNGLING ORGANISATION? 


Why does the Board 
give the impression of 
being a bungling 
organisation? The 
general allegation is 
that Board offloials 
use the Board for 
personal mileage and 
reflected 
glory? 


The implication of the 
question is 
ill-conceived and 
shocking. It enjoys 
the reputation of an 
ideally-run 
democratic sports 
set-up, promoting the 
best interest of the 
game. 



CRICKETERS ON CRICKET 
COMMITTEE? 


What do you feel 
about including 
current players on 
the cricket 
committee? 

It IS a policy matter of 
the Board, and only 
the Working 
Committee of the 
Board can decide on 
it. Personally I have 
no reservations on 


the suggestion and it 
will deserve my 
attention. 

Was the dropping of 
Mohinder Amarnath a 
cricketing decision? 

It is premature and 
unexpected of me to 
comment on the 
question .It has been 
referred to a 
dtsciplinary committee 
for investigation. 


with one member from 
each of the 5 cricket 
zones of the country 
The criterion for being a 
selector is that he must 
have been a national or 
international player. 

One of the five members 
is selected as the 
Chairman of that 
committee. This 
selection procedure 
ensures proper 
consideration for the 
selection of players from 
each zone on the basis of 
their talent and fitness 
in all respects, as the 
zonal representatives ' 
are fully cognizant of 
the established and 
promising talents of 
their respective zones 
No office-bearer or 
member of the Board is 
allowed to attend the 
meeting of the national 
selection committee and 
the secretary of the 
Board alone attends 
these meetings—only to 
help the Chairman of the 
selection committee is 
conducting the 
meetings and for 
keeping record of their 
proceedings The selectors 
are given the freest 
scope to act 
independently. 

The players feel that the 
post of the manager has i 
been down graded. Lack 
of continuity evokes no I 
respect from the I 

jglayers. The Board is 
using the position to 
appease officials. 

The Board recognises 
the importance of the 
office of a manager who 
is selected, on every 
occasion, on various 
considerations. These 
considerations play at 
the root of appointing 
managers for separate 
types of matches or for 
different matches. The 
process shows the 
Board’s concern for 
appointing the fittest 
man for the job. 




‘WE ARE BETTER THAN ANY OTHER 
ORGANISATION!’ 

Board secretary Ranbir Singh stands up to charges in a telephonic 

interview 


Q. What do you feel 
about the controversy 
surrounding the 
Amarnath Issue‘s 
A A disciplinary 
committee has 
already been formed 
It will look into the 
matter 

Q Was Amarnath 
dropped for 
orioketing or 
non-orioketing 
reasons? 

A No comment 

Q: Was age held 
ag^ainst him? 
Cricketing wise, he 
headed the one-day 
averages against the 
West Indies Ikst 
season and had a Test 
average of 30 in the 
last two seasons? 

A No comment 

Q: What Is the Board’s 
stand on the logos 
issue? 

A Just as It was 
before 

Q: What Is the Board’s 
stand on the players 
writing? 

A Just as it was 
before 

Q: The cricketers feel 
they are underpaid. Is 
the Board 

contemplating a fee 
hike? 

A We have officially 
recievedno 
compikinlM So the 
question doesn’t 
arise. 

OiKs^UOevlnaii 
iniereievto 
aportswwM felt tha^ 


umpiring reports by 
home captains are a 
waste since they are 
never seriously 
considered. 

A I have not read 
Kapil’s interview, so 
it 18 difficult to 
comment on it As a 
matter of fact the 
Board did not receive 
any report on the 
umpires for the 
India-New Zealand 
series 

Q. Why does the 
Board always emerge 


from major Issues as 
a bungling 
organisation'^ Has the 
press been fair to it? 

A Who says that the 
Board is a bungling 
organisation'^ We are 
better than any other 
organisation' With 
what reference are 
you asking whether 
the press has been 
fair to us or not‘> If 
you are referring to 
the Amarnath 
controversy, then I 
don’t want to 
comment on It The 



Board has very 
pordial relations with 
the players The 
allegation that both 
are against each 
other IS baseless 

Q- Should the Board 
be accountable to the 
public? 

A We understand opr 
responsibility Yes. 
we are accountable to 
the public and in my 
opinion, people by 
and large are 
satisfied with our 
performance 

Q: What is your 
cricketing 
background? The 
general feeling is that 
you have got into the 
Board on your 
political connections. 
A I have played 
cricket at the 
university level How 
can you say that the 
general feeling is that 
whatever offices I 
have got is because of 
my political 
connections? I have 
got to where I have 
tlirough hard work 
and commitment 

Q. The general 
allegation is that 
Board ofhoials use 
the Board for 
personal mileage and 
reflected glory. 

A No, I completely 
deny this 

Q: Does the Board 
need a PB company to 
Improve its ima^? 

A No, in my opinion 
it 18 not needed 
Rnhewi KMwal, New D«M 






Haynes in limited 
overs cricket 


HAYNES’ HUNDREDS 


148 

Aus 

St John 3 

1977-78 

108'# 

Aus 

Sydney 

1983-84 

133' 

Aus 

Berbice 

1983-84 

102' 

Aus 

St Lucia 

1983-84 

104‘ 

Aus 

Kingston 

1983-84 

123' 

Aus 

Melbourne 

1984 85 

146‘# 

NZ 

Berbice 

1984 85 

116 

NZ 

Bridgetown 

1984-85 

105 

SL 

Karachi 

1987-88 

142'# 

Pak 

Pori of Spam 

1987-88 

111 

Pak 

Adelaide 

1988-89 

101 

Pak 

Hobart 

1988 89 


Note # Signifies that in these he also carried the bat through the 
innings 

• Scored a hundred on debut in one-day Internationals—148 against 
Australia earned the Man of the Match award and remains the 
second and last player to perform such a feat (First player was 
Oenis Amiss 103 vs Australia in 1972) 

• Holds the record of making the highest proportion of runs in teams 
total (unbeaten 85 out of 117 against New Zealand at Port of Spam 
1984 85—72 64%) 



•mwniui 



Nole The only one-day match in which he did not bat was the rain-ruined (abandoned) encounter against New Zealand at Sydney m the World 
Championship of cricket in Australia in 1984-85 



TOnSRUN aETTERS IN ONE-MITMArCHES 


Vivian Richards (Wl) 
Desmond Haynes (Wl) 
Javed Miandad (Pak) 
Gordon Greenidge (Wl) 
Allan Border (Aus) 

Dilip Vengsarkar (Ind) 
Sunil Gavaskar (Ind) 
John Wnght (NZ' 

Krish Srikkanth (Ind) 
David Gower (Eng, 
Allan Lamb (Eng) 
RIchio Richardson (Wl) 
Kapil Dev (Ind) 

Graham Gooch (Eng) 
Zaheer Abbas (Pak) 


Note All figures updated lo December 18, 1988 
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DESMOND HAYNES 

WMle aU the attention is 
on Viv Richards, Gordon 
Oreenidge and the other 
stars, there is this one 
man who goes about his 
Job so quiety that the 
effeoienoy with which he 
does so is sometimes 
overlooked. We’re 
talking about West 
Indian opener Desmond 
Haynes. Often 
underestimated, 
Haynes, when in form, 
can tear attacks apart 
consistently. Like he is 
doing in Australia this 
season. His scores: 40 
and 30 not out in the 
first Test; 11 and 100 in 
the second Test and in 
the Hrst four one day 
internationals his team 
played, his scores were 
8,78,111 and 101 taking 
his tally of one-day 
international centuries 
tp twelve. 






BCCIDESP4 


ByfVI.A.K.PATAUDI 


N ow that Sunil Gavaskar is no longer there to challenge its decrees, the B.C. 
C. I. has come out with another set of commandments in order to reassert its 
somewhat ambivalent attitude towards its own authority. 

Some of these regulations read like rules for a bunch of school boys, and 
one at least must be unacceptable This one goes, "unless prevented by illness (the 
player) shall play in matchAnatches in which he may be selected. No player shall 
refuse to play in any match for any other reason.” What happens if the wife or one 
of the parents happens to critically ill Where does the player’s duty lie, on the 
ground or in the hospital Or is the board doctor required to verify the gravity of 
the illness before the player is permitted to excuse himself and get his priorities 
correct 

I suppose Moses leading a fairly inexperienced bunch of enthusiasts out of the 
wilderness would have found himself m agreement with most of these 
Commandments, even if his followers must have muttered at many of the 
admonitions. Much the same applies to the players and the B C.C.I 
If you break a contract which you have signed, you will be punished like an 
irreverent child. And this is exactly what the Indian team can expect in the future. 

Early nights and a stricture on imbibing alcohol; also no more extra cash from 
writing Does this encroach on personal liberty? Frankly I do not know, nor if you 
have heard of the story about leading a horse to water etc You can surely lock up a 
player in his room at a specified time, but there is noway you can put him to sleep, 
nor can you actually enforce half the other conditions you have placed restricting a 
player's activities. One can therefore assume that this latest effort at imposing 
discipline is to openly show the public that the B C C.I. is back in full charge 
till another Gavasker turns up and will accept no “nonsense” from any body. 

Where it is really going to hurt is that some of the boys are going to lose out on 
the income from writing. As usual there are those for and those opposed to this 
stricture If the opposing captain’s views can be published and supposedly put 
pressure on the umpire, why should the Indians be deprived of this tactical 
manoeuvre 

On the surface, this may make some sense but will the Indian umpire be put 
under pressure quite so easily. 1 doubt it for the public recognises gamesmanship 
whether deployed on the field as well as in the press, and so it is really the deprival 
of a ready source of income which prompted the Indian captain to try and have his 
say. Well it did not work, and as we have seen the New Zealanders have quite wisely 
refrained from blaming others for their own weaknesses. 

How the B.C.C I intends to flex its newly found muscles regarding Mohinder 
Amarnath’s outburst, supported by a still volatile father will be most interesting. 
Those of you who are watching the third day of the third Test rofiy recall Mr. 

Ranbir Singh being asked the Board’s proposed action. The honortuy ^retary 
said that he did not wish to comment "at this stage.” After all, the ekpr^ion used 
by Ahiarpath (describing the selection committee as a bunch of Jokers wasths 
same expression used by Gavasker to describe the other s^lsptori). And we 1 

remember thAt nothing much happened to him ' ,< • 















THE BALANCE 
OF POWER. 



BY MUDAR PATHERYA 









The players feel that the Board 
IS being unnecessarily sticky 
about this issue “What is the big 
deal about a logo on a player’s 
clothing?" argued Kapil Dev “It 
makes no sense to me Take a 
random survey of a thousand 
people and show me how many 
say that wearing a logo will harm 
one’s performance'” 

Sandeep Patil feels that the 
Board has not handled it right 

“Cricketers have a very short 
span of life so why shouldn’t they 
make some money? I think the 
Board should allow players to 
wear logos to the extent they don't 
make the game appear a circus I 
don't see any harm in it for the 
Board because the players’ 
performances don’t suffer.’’ 

Ajit Wadekar agrees “I am not 
talking about 12 or 13 logos like it 
IS in tennis. That way it will look 
bad. However, insisting that the 
players wear the logos given to 
them by the Board and not 
allowing them to wear other logos 
is having double standards,” he 
feels. 

The Board however has a valid 
point as well. The reasoning is. if 
the Board enters into a 
sponsorship contract with MRP, 
whereby each Indian player has to 
wear its logo, where do things 
stand if a few players enter into a 
private deal to wear Dunlop’s (a 
business rival) as well? Besides, 
the other argument is that players 


The cricketers feel they should 
In the letter signed by the Indian 
14 for the Bombay Test against 
West Indies, 1987, the argument 
was that since the rival captain 
Viv Richards was writing a 
column during the series and 
using it to pressurise the Indian 
team and the umpires, the Indian 
captain was entitled to a column 
as well 

“We don’t seem to have our own 


What one is intm'ested in 
knowing i.s now the rirst-cla.s.s 
player in India i.s going to 
benellt by thi.s spon.sor.ship 
(leal (Charminar ('hallenge 
Ranji Trophy). Is h.(‘, for 
e.\ampl(“. going to gi‘t to 
Ranji and other first cia.ss 
venues in coinfort'.'’ My this, I 
mean is he going to travel, if 
not by air, at least by 
first olass rail instead of the 
unreserved second class by 
which many first-class teams 
travel’' Is he goii'g to gel 
good hotel accommodation 
instead oi’lhe 

five-people-craniped-in-oiie- 
I'oimi affaii’’.' Is lie going to get 
good e(|uipnu'ni from his 
association'.’ 


mind on this,” explained Ajit 
Wadekar. 

“We only follow the ruling of the 
MCC. But their problems are 
different. 

Luckily for India, John Wright 
was a very fair captain Somebody 
like Viv Richards would have 
gone to town in his column... If 
one man is allowed to write, the 
other should also be allowed to, as 
long it IS not derogatory or likely 
to cause dissent within the side 
Players should write only when 
they have a valid point to make 
Not simply to make a fast buck 
Not only would it not be objective 
but unfair to the public as well ” 

The Board’s stand on this is 
simple If you want to counter 
what the rival is writing in his 
column, then call a press 
conference whenever you think it 
necessary. As a result, the 'quotes’ 
will appear in almost all the 
newspapers in the country instead 
of the few who patronise the 
syndicated column 


Kapil Dev feels it is the 
prerogative of the home side to 
prepare pitches to suit its bowlers. 
“Against the West Indies in 1983 
v/e knew we would have no chance 
on a fast wicket. Accordingly, we 
asked for a turner for the first 
Test in Kanpur. And do you know 
what they gave us? A strip with 
grass on it. The match finished in 
four days. We were thrashed out 
of sight. I remember Marshall 
knocking the bat out of 
Gavaskar’s hand with a bouncer. 
What I want to ask is this. Would 
the West Indians have given us a 





RAJ SINGH 
DUNGARPUR 

Chairman 

Very well read on the 
game. Eats cricket. 
Drinks cricket. Sleeps 
cricket (dreams, that 
is). Comes to the 
selectors’ meetings 
with his facts and 
figures up to date. 

For all practical 
purposes, the only 
voice in the selection 
committee. Wins each 
argument by default 


RAMESH SAXENA 

East Zone 

His only job at a 
meeting is to keep a 
tab on whether Raj 
Singh and the lot 
have dropped Arun 
Lai or not. 

CHANDRA 

South Zone 

A quiet man of 
withdrawn nature 
Not the sort who 
raises hell at selection 
committee meetings. 


NAREN 

TAMHANE 

West Zone 

Fifty-eight-years old 
and played his last 
Test in 1960, when 
Kapil Dev was one 
year old and 
Hirwani/Sidhu 
Shastri/Azhar/More, 
were not even 
corn! Raj Singh 
probably knows more 
of West Zone cricket 
than this West Zone 
selector. 


CHETAN 

CHAUHAN 

North Zone 

Contemporary of the 
senior players. 
Perhaps the only 
selector who can bat 
and bowl alongside 
the players 
themselves.even now 
knows his cricket 
Perhaps the only one 
on the panel who 
might be getting a 
word in besides—who 
else?—Raj Singh. 


turning wicket in the Caribbean?” 

To be fair to the Board, it is more 
consistent in this regard now. All 
three wickets for the India-New 
Zealand series were turners and 
result efficient. 



I 


The c omplaint by a few players 
over the last couple of seasons was 
that Test matches and one-day 
internationals interspersed 
among each other was causing 
problems As a result of which, 
batting in Test matches was 
suffering. 

The Board has been quick to 
respond positively. The India-New 
Zealand series that just ended 
separated the Test matches from 
the one-dayers Among the very 
few complaints that the New 
Zealand team made in the series 
was that the hectic schedule 


The management (during the 
Asia Cup) left a lot to be 
desired. According to reliable 
sources, the harder the 
Indian manager tried to 
assert himself the more he 
straggled to establish his 
cri'dentials which, right from 
his jiiaying days, were o|)(‘n 
to ridicule. Let’s face it, our. 
Manrnohan Sood is no Bobby 
Simpson or Clive Lloyd or 
Intikhab Alam or Mickey 
Stewart... 

BISHEN BED! 

Courtoiiy Ptole!;f.ional Manaqprtient Gtcuf) 


hardly allowed them to do any 
sightseeing. 

“I have been to India twice and I 
have yet to see the Taj 
complained John Bracewell "I 
wouldn’t want to come back here 
anymore. We play cricket but are 
not allowed to go and see 
anything. So what’s the point?” 


Kapil Dev feels that Indian 
cricketers are underpaid in a 
sense. “The Board is profiting by 
approximately Rs 50 lakhs per 
one-day international. We are paid 
Rs 5000 each. The team £is a whole 
makes one per cent of the total 
profit!” he explains. 

Bishen Bedi springs to the 
Board’s defence on this point. 

“The players are pretty well paid if 
you take their performance into 
account. In our time we used to 
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THE BOARD ELDERS 



BISHWANATH DUTT 

President, BCCI 

Extremely nuld mannered 
Has the reputationof being 
uncontroversial And fan 
The five-member panel 
nominated to look ipto the 
Amarnath 

controversy- blending youth 
and experience with some 
really pro-Mohinder 
individuals— is cited as an 
example People say he is a 
front-man for Jagraohan 
Dalmiya 


RANBIR SINGH 
MAHENORA 

Secretary, BCCI 
Inarticulate 

Uncommunicative A criminal 
lawyer by profession What he 
IS doing in the Board is a 
mystery 

M.A. CHIDAMBARAM 

Treasurer 

Financial wizard Responsible 
for the monetary soundness 
of the Board as it is today 
Perhaps because he is 
basically a money man with 
an interest in the game—he is 
a director of SPIC, Madi'as 

JAGMOHAN DALMIYA 

Nobody 

India's Peter Ueberroth 
Sound financial brain Was 
the treasurer of the Board 
before he was ousted in the 
vote-trading within the 
Board 


play as many first-class matches 
as Tests Nowadays the standai-d 
excuse is T am stale’ and ‘I need 
rest’ after taking 10 wickets in 
five months or scoring 300 runs 
in two series Professionalism is 
the desire to succeed more often 
and not the amount of money you 
make'" 

Kapil Dev has a suggestion to 
make on this score ‘T strongly 
believe that a cricketer who has 
played 50 Tests and one who has 
played only one should be paid 
differently,’’ he asserts “Would 
the managing director of a 
company and a trainee be paid the 
same*^” 

Reasonable argument Sunil 
Gavaskar had raised just this 
point in 1982, but cries of 
‘mercenary’ and the defeat in 
Pakistan buried the logic of his 
case overnight 



...in 1977...there were 
conditions in the contract that 
made little sen.se and had no 
bearing with the game. For 
e.\ami)le, there was a clause 
that prevented players from 
piloting or taking control of 
an aircraft. f‘erha|t.s this 
condition was good 
immediately after th(‘ second 
World War...In 1977 there 
certainly was nobody who 
kiu'w how to n.v an aircraft 
nor was anybody politically 
motivated to take conli'ol 
(liijack is the term, I 
presume) of the aircraft. 


SUNIL GAVASKAR 


Coijfl^sv P''n!p.s;bor,)l Mnn.^cpspr-M ('‘.ffaip 



Kapil Dev has a grouse here “I 
submitted mine at the end of 
matches but the Board did exactly 
as It pleased,” he said “The 
reports were never seriously 
considered In retrospect, I feel 
that 1 should have never 
submitted the reports because the 
Board had some very 
predetermined ideas about the 
umpiring and continued 
regardless ’’ 



There was confusion over the 
status of the Ahmedabad one-day 
international between India and 
Westlndiesin January 1987 Viv 
Richards informed Ravi Shastri 
that the game was unofficial when 
they went out for the toss Shastri 
excused himself, ran back to the 
dressing room to talk to his 
players and decided to rest 
Azharuddm for Sanjay 
Manjrekar The players also 
decided not to ask their playing 
fees since it was a chanty fixture 
After the match. Board official 
Nagaraj declared the match 
‘official’ When the press asked the 
Board president for a 
clarification, the latter confirmed 
the official status Infuriated, 
Shastri insisted that there would 
be a strong comment to make on 
this issue Cornered, the Board 
resorted to an ingenious ploy—it 
declared the game official but did 
not count it as part of the one-day 
series' 



The Shadow-Board president is 
easily veteran cricketer Bishen 
Bedi “Our Board has been 
bureaucratic ever since it was 
formed more than .50 years ago,” 
he declares “Since the officials 
work in an honorary capacity, 
most of them are into the Board 
for personal mileage and reflected 
glory The horse-trading in their 
AGMs IS unbelievable A set-up 





^YES DISAPPOINTED, 

BUT WHAT CAN ONE DO?’ 

Ravi Shastri takes a philosophical look at his demotion 

six-month ban on him was lifted 
Even when I had been playing earlier in an 
ordinary capacity for India 1 was clear in my 
mind that if the captaincy had to come to me, it 
would And if it didn’t, that was no reason to 
brood about because playing for India in itself 
IS a big honour 

I learnt that I had been dropped from the 
catamcy and vice-captaincy when I returned 
from my county assignment with Glamorgan 
It was up to the selectors, they did what they 
did Such things happen but the game carries 
on I was disappointed, but what can one do*^ 
This is hardly a game where one can cry over 
spilt milk I told myself that in professional 
sport only the mentally tough guys hang 
around 

This has had no effect on my performance 
though When you are playing for the 
country, personal aspirations become 
secondary You are just playing foi your 
country Period ' 

M.P. 


can only become professional if 
you have paid people in the job 
The TCCB has a paid secretary in 
Alan Smith He is accountable We 
also have a paid officeholder in 
Polly Umrigar, but the irony is 
that he has to listen to a non entity 
like Ranbir Singh To whatever 
Ranbir says Polly has to say ‘Yes 
sir If I were in Polly’s shoes, I 
would have found it hard to 
swallow 

Bedi feels that the attitude of the 
Bodid officials IS deplorable “It is 
like throwing crumbs at you to 
pick up It IS a shame that as 
adults we are seldom agreeable to 
disagieement Imagine, the Board 
formed a cricket committee a few 
years ago with people like Baig, 
Pataudi and Venkat Their job was 
to suggest ways to improve Indian 
cricket The suggestions were 
made—and ignored You want to 
know why ‘Tiger Pataudi is not 
on the Board’’ Because it would 
never suit them'They need Yes, 
men’ and ‘Jee, sir’ types Which is 
why he and I would be total 
misfits in that organisation 
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One would like to btdieve that 
things always go up these 
days whether they ai’e prices 
or wages. Hut there is at least 
on«' thing that has gone down 
and that is the players’ fees. 
While the first eleven 
continues to receive Rs 40(K) 
per one-day international, 
which in times of infiation is 
actually less than tht'y were 
getting, the fees ol'the 
reservi's has dropped to Rs 
dOOO. 'riiis sounds (|uite 
ridiculous considering one 
player could l)edro|)p(sl from 
the XI because of tile 
conditions peculiar to tlu* 
match. In this connexion, I 
vMsh the senior players or the 
caiitain would have a word 
with the Hoai'd officials. 

MOHINDER AMARNATH 


The relation between a manager 
and the players is interesting If 
the manager exerts pi essure on 
team selection during his short 
tenure, he is bypassed Asa 
result, most managers have little 
say in the team, apart from doling 
out paychecks and complimentary 
passes “The manager is a 
glorified baggage man in India 
says Bedi “The Board has reduced 
the importance of one by giving 
the post to every Tom, Dick and 
Harry ’’ A suggestion made by an 
Indian player “Instead of 
appointing a cosmetic second 
official with touring sides, they 
could appoint a player for the 
post, so that he could turn out as a 
player when required Pakistan 
did this with Iqbal Qasim in 
England in 1987 ’’ 

Muilw Patherya with Harsha Bhogle, 
Bombay 



i T GOT the Indian captaincy last season 
X when Dihp Vengsarkar was injured I was 
only a caretaker captain m his absence and it 
was only fair that he got it back when the 








T here can be no 
two opinions 
about who 
Indian sports 
favourite whipping boy 
has been m recent times 
Except for a bi lef spell 
after the Olympics when 
the Indian spoi ts 
ministiy borrowed the 
honour the Board of 
! Conti ol for Cricket m 
India (BCCI) has been 
evei ybody s choice 
'tai get foi many yeai s 
now It has provided 
ammunition to 
spectator & lung power 
it has given sports 
)our nalists an issue to 
fall back on every time 
they ai e shoi t of stor y 
ideas and it has in a 
I wav unified the cricket 
I team like nothing c ould 
have' 

I Is all the ire justified'^ 
I>3 the stoi y of the BCCI 
one of all wrong and no 
I rights Are we really 
looking down upon a 
monstei that abhoi s the 
I good of Indian ei ickef^ 

I Honestly if one were 


to make an analysis the 
picture would not be 
quite as bad And it is 
here that the i eal failui e 
of the BCCI lies In the 
fact that one has to 
attempt to look at the 
pluses rather than 
having them' stai e at 
you And the reasons are 
there for ever yone to 
see The most important 
is that the spokesman of 
the BCCI and therefore 
its front to the world is 



having succeeded Also 
having played such a lot 
of cricket, they acquire a 
mental toughness that 
their seniors couldn’t 
As a result, Indian 
cricket has regularly 
been throwing up fresh 
talent Look, in the last 
few years, at the 
emergence of cricketers 
like Azharuddin. Sidhu, 
Siva, Mamnderand 
Hirwani 
To my mmd the 


What would happen if 
the Parliament selected 
the team‘d 
qu'te the most 
inarticulate gentleman 
you can have It is 
difficult after even a 
small meeting with Mr 
Raiibir Singh not to be 
disillusioned with those 
who 1 un Indian cr icket 


of Indian cricket teams'^ 
If performances of 
individual cricketers 
were discussed in 
parliament‘s Why, if 




The tragedy is that this 
reality hides sevei al 
othei genuine 
achievements of the BCCI 
The most striking of 
these undoubtedly is 
the fact that the BCCI is 
among the veiy veiy 
few independant sports 
federations in the 
country Since the BCCI 
does not depend on the 
govei nment for gi ants 
its functioning is also to 
that extent free of 
govei nment control 
Can you imagine what 
would happen il the 
government parliament 
and the bureaucracy 
began laying down 
guidelines for selection 


there were guidelines on 
how much individual 
Cl icketei s should be 
paid‘s Obviously over 
the years the BCCI s 
financial planning must 
have been very good At 
any rate good enough 
foi them not to depend 
on other soui ces 
The other creditable 
achievement has been 
the setting up of a 
number of age gi oup 
tournaments Today 
there are under 22 
under 19 under 17 and 
under 15 tournaments 
And in the south an 
undei 12 tournament' 

As a result talent is 
spotted very early and 
youngsters play a great 
deal of cricket Thus, by 
the time they are 19 or 
20 they are ready to play 
the highest level of the 
game And have behind 
them the confidence of 



Chri<topiier 
MartiiKJenltiiishad 
asked if the EngNsh 
cricket syvtem would 
have allowed Hbwani, 
khreit the amount ol 
fttet«cbisscrickethe 
had played, to plOT lor 
Mseountiyattne, 
thneheMAnditis 
to the credit of the 
Board that, at most 
Wm^theyhayea 
poololt^tto 
chooeefronu.. 
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WILL THE SELECTORS 


PLEASE 

* Why Ravi Shastri—victorious captain in the 
Madras Test against West Indies last season 
and in the Sharjah tournament as well in 
Vengsarkar’s absence was sacked from the 
vice-captaincy this season? 

* Why Maninder Singh, chosen for the Asia Cup 
in February (later postponed) was dropped from 
the team for Sharjah even though there had 
been little competitive cricket in between? 

* Why Venkatramana, the Tamil Nadu 
off-spinner, was included in the 15 for the 
Bombay Test but dropped for the Hyderabad 
Test without even a trial? 

* Why Manoj Prabhakar was flown in to join the 
squad for the Hyderabad Test as a medium 
pacer (Kapil Dev's fitness was in doubt) when 
Rashid Patel was already present in the side? 


EXPLAIN... 

* Why Manoj Prabhakar, who according to the 
official explanation was being asked to join the 
team in Hyderabad in view of the one-day 
matches that followed, was not chosen for any 
one-day international at all, in spite of having 
scored two double centuries and two centuries 
on the domestic circuit? 

* And why Mohinder Amamath, with a Test 
average of 30.88 in the last 31 Tests and an 
aggregate of 617 and average of 51 (!) in the 
one-day internationals was not called up for 
duty this season? 

* Why Kapil Dev—^the most overworked player 
in the India-New Zealand series—was played in 
all matches, while Sidhu, Maninder, Srikkanth, 
Azhar and Hirwani were rested for the last 
one-day match in Jammu? 


acceptance of tlie talent 
that the system is 
throwing up is another 
major plus for the 
Board And while 
figures may not be 
easily available it would 
be very interesting to sec 
the average debut-age of 
an Indian cricketer 
compared to someone 
fiom England. Australia 
oi New Zealand In fact, 
in one of his editorials 
tor the Cricketer 
magazine. Christopher 
Mai tin-Jenkins had 
asked it the English 
cricket system would 
have allowed Hirwani, 
given the amount of 
first class c 1 icket he had 
plaved to play for his 
countiy at the time he 
did And il i.s to the 
credit of the Bo.n d that, 
at most times they have 
a pool of talent to choose 
from rather than like in 
England, wait for one 
player to become t'ligible 
to play for them 
There are at least two 
other points where the 
Indian board deserves 


credit One is in the 
nature of pitches tieing 
prepared For long 
there had b(>en criticism 
and valid too, that 
Indian pitches ensured 
no result was possible 
laxik at the hori or of the 
Australian and West 
Indies tours of India in 
the late Seventies Now, 
with the exception of the 
Calcutta Test against the 
West Indies la.st year 
there definitely .seems to 
be a trend in favour of 
producing 

result-oriented wickets 
And at last, in response 


There are at least two 
other points where 
the Indian Board 
deserves credit. One 
is in the nature of 
pitches being 
prepared. And at last, 
in response to almost 
everybody's call, the 
Tests and the 
one<4layers are being 
separated. 


to almost everybody’s 
call, the Te.st and 
one-clayers are being 
separated 
Then t here was the 
event of 1987 the 
Reliance Cup For the 
first time amidst 
extreme scepticism in 
India and abroad, the 
World Cup moved out of 
England If the Reliance 
Cup had flopped the 
usual stories about 
India the dirt the 
poverty, the food the 
water would have 
surfaced The foreign 
press would have gone 
to town and the World 
Cup would never have 
moved out of England 
again But the Cup was a 
major success and I 
think the Board 
deserved more than the 
glory it got The sheer 
fact of having bid for the 
Cup, getting it and 
conducting it 
successfully was an 
achievement that did the 
Board proud And did a 
great service to cricket, 
and its organisation, in 


this part of the world 

Finally, I think the 
BCCI IS the only sports 
federation in the 
counti y to realise that 
spoi 1 18 an industry and 
needs to be packaged 
and sold as such It is 
the only organisation 
that announces 
programmes, even if 
tentative, for the next 
decade It seems to be the 
only body that is 
planning for the future 
and creating 
programmes to meet the 
existing demand 

Yes, the whipping boy 
has an arm of his own 
His problem seems to be 
that he doesn’t raise it 
high enough for the 
world to see He seems to 
be content in standing in 
the quadrangle and 
collectijig abuse His is 
not a spotlessly clean 
reputation Far from it 
But it’s not jet black 
either 

Perhaps the BCCI 
needs an ad agency 
then 

Harsh* Bhogte 
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Fine man, but poor secretary! 



B elieve it or not, 
Board secretary 
Ranbir Singh 
Mahendra has played 
a cameo role in the 
Mohinder 
Amarnath—Board 
imbroglio. Mr Singh’s 
famous four 
worlds—“dropped on 
cricketing 
merit ”—have indeed 
been instrumental in 
sparking the embers 
of the controversy 
Courtesy the 
absurd BCCI policy, 
the selectors’ lips are 
sealed and the 
secretary is supposed 
to answer queries 
regarding team 
selection' 

No one believed Mr 
Singh Least of all, 
Amarnath, who had 
anchored an Indian 
win over Pakistan a 
few days earlier in 
Dhaka. But the 
question is' Was the 
Board secretary 
authorised to offer 
such an explanation? 
Apparently not. More 


than one selector 
informed this writer 
that the Board 
secretary “had no 
business” offering 
that explanation on 


their behalf 
IlanumantSmgh. the 
much- respected 
former chairman of 
the selection 
committee, snapped 


“That is the Board 
secretary’s point of 
view But do the 
selectors feel that 
way"^” 

An influential 
Board member even 
remarked: “Mr. 
Ranbir Singh should 
also be served a 
showcause. His 
statement humiliated 
Amarnath and 
probably prompted 
him to call that 
sensational press 
conference in 
Bangalore (Amarnath 
has been slapped a 
showcause for 
labelling the selectors 
as a bunch of jokers 
during that press 
conference) ” 

Interestingly, this 

isn’t the first time 
that the Board 
secretary has held 
centrestage in an 
issue concerning 
Amarnath After the 
Reliance Cup the 
selectors decided to 
promote Dilip 
Vengsarkar But 


BOARD-PLAYERS: A COMMUNICATION GAP? 


N ew ZEALAND cricket operates within a 
remarkable democracy. Three of its 
current players—Bracewell, Snedden and 
Chatfield—act as a liaison between the team 
and the Board, suggesting ways of improving 
the standard of the game in their country. 

When the team for the tour of India was 
being chosen, the selectors had reserved place 
for a medium-pacer in the side who would be 
named after their B team’s tour of Zimbabwe. 
The bowler who performed creditably was 
Willie Watson but the players’ committee was 
of the' opinion that Danny Morrison should be 
taken to Indlar-shd made this 
recommendation ^ th^ selection committee. 
When the team was finally annoimced, Watson 
was Out and Morrison ini 
The point is; Is the Indian Board similarly 


‘talking’ to its players? “I really haven’t gone 
through the current contract offered to the 
players,” said Sandeep Patil. “But when I was 
playing, we could discuss it with the secretary 
who was Kanmadikar and he would advise us 
on what to do For example, the clause that we 
couldn’t write wasn’t acceptable to Gavaskar 
and me because we were already editors. But 
we gave an assurance that we would not, 
comment on the particular series. And hie 
agreed. Today, the relation between the Board 
and the players seem somewhat strained and 
this is due to a lack of communication. I get the 
feelmg today that the secretary is ‘informing* 
players. Why can’t they sit across a table and 
discuss things out instead?” 

Miidar PaMwrya wWi Harah* Bbogie, Bombay 
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Ho.iid S( < irlaiy 
Iclcphoncd Ain<irnath 
and snriunonod turn 
tot’h indifiai h (venue 
ol the team selection) 
Mi Sinxli however 
did not explain that 
Ainai Hath was only 
thehiick up skipper 
Meanwhile, 
Veiif^sarkar .si^ni'd 
on t he {lotted line and 
turned up in 
ChandiK'at h 
Mohinder Amai nath 
was conveniently 
forgotten He wasn't 


even received at the 
airpoi t and was 
cold shouldered 
during his brief stay 
t hei e 

Amarnath was, 
naturally, incensed 
Aniariiiith publicly 
ticked oft the Board 
secretary Don t 
waste my time," he 
repoi todly told Mr 
Singh A few weeks 
later, Mr Singh was 
at t he centre of y(*t 
another controvei-sy 
This time featuring 
the status of the 
Ahn'edabad one-day 
game between India 
and the West Indies 
While the Boai-d 
secretary maintained 
j the touring side was 
I committed into 
j treating that as an 
I official game, 
manager Jai-kie 
j Hendricks insisted 
I otherwise 

The two met In 
Calcutta (.during the 
third Test) and Mr 
I Singh briefed the 
press late that night 
According to him the 
matter had been 



THE PLAYERS’ 
CONTRACT WITH THE 
BOARD 

T he 'Agreement between Players and Board 
of Control for Cricket in India’ for the 
India-West Indies series last season included 
some interesting clauses 
2(e) Shall not accept any employment or engagement 
either as correspondent or othenwise or to do writing any 
work for or In connection with any newspaper, magazine, 
journals or any publications whatsoever 
2(f) Shall not wear any logos or any form of advertisement 
on clothes and equipment without the specific approval of 
the Board, except Boots and bats where manufacturers 
logo can be used In the event of first default a sum of Rs 
15,000/- (Rupees Fifteen thousand only) and in the case 
of second default Rs 30 000/- (Rupees Thirty thousand 
only) shall bo deducted from the allowances or any other 
sum receivable by the player from the Board In case of 
Third default the player shall be debarred from 
representing the country 
Explanation Default shall be counted matchwise 
6 The Player shall also conform to the following norms 
regarding the weight ol luggage or equipment to be earned 
by him 

(a) That the player shall not carry any luggage weighing 
more than twenty kilos by plane on bis journey excluding 
Cricket equipment 

(b) Any excess baggage except those permitted above 
shall be carried al the cost of the Player and paid for by 
him 

(c) The Player shall at his own cost and expenses carry 
home aforesaid kit 

9 The following special regulations are made with regard 
to the curfew Board colour, ties, blazer, the lounge suit and 
consumption of alcohol and the Player hereby agrees to 
strictly adhere to and to follow every one of them 
(i) Curfew (a) The player shall not remain outside the Hotel 
room beyond 11 00 pm on all the match days of the tour 
(b) Curfew time on non-playing days shall be 12 mid-night 
(ii) Ties—The Board tie and the prescribed tie shall not be 
altered or exchanged or gifted away by the Player and he 
shall invariably wear the tie in all official functions and on 
other occasion as directed by the Manager 
(III) Blazer—The Blazer provided by the Board shall be 
won by the Player during matches and official photograph 
14 The Board shall take necessary steps to insure the 
Player for Rs 2,00,000/- (Rupees Two lakhs only) against 
air-travel risk and injuries during the play on tour and 
against accidents during lour 

Clause 4 (IV) of this season's contract says "The player 
shell conduct himself in a decent manner and shall not 
(xinsume alcohol or any other intoxicating drink so as to 
render himself unlit for play The Players are expected to 
do their best while playing any match ” 

Clause 9 (i) IS a joke It restricts the player 
from staying out of his room beyond 11 pm on 
match days of the tour Which makes no sense 
at all The restriction should have applied to 
the night previous to the match and not on the 
day of the game itself 

Note The contract for this seaaon adds " on 
all the matches days of the tour including the 
previous day of the match” 

Clause 9 (ii) was probably inserted after 
Gavaskar had presented his India cap, tie and 
blazer to Abdul Rehman Bukhatir in Sharjah. 

Mudar PaUMrya 


settled and the fixture 
would be treated as 
official 

Came Ahmedabad 
and some of the 
Indian players 
i-eportcdly expressed 
a desire to opt out as 
the match was not 
official This .stunned 
everybody, especially 
the thousands who 
had purchased tickets 
at some premium 
Not surprisingly, Mr 
Singh skipped 
Ahmedabad 

Apparently, the 
Board secretary said 
I one thing in public 
but did a somersault 
in private One 
11 ndei stands he 
informed the touring 
side in writing that 
the match was not 
official Quite 
unbelievable this The 
then Board piesident 
Mr S Srii aman, 
haidly helped 
matters by issuing a 
most confusing 
statement He said 'It 
IS an official game, 
but will not be 
counted as part of the 
series ’’ 

Cleaidy, the 
functioning of the 
Board secretary has 
left much to be 
desired Like I said, 
he IS a nice human 
being, but goes about 
his job in a 
hamhanded fashion 

It’s time the BCCI 
realised that the 
high-profile 
secretary’s job calls 
for a professional We 
cannot afford to have 
a seerfetary who has 
his hands in too many 
pies Nor can we have 
one who has a knack 
of disappearing m the 
midst of a crisis 

Lofcendra Pratap Sahi 
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INTERVIEW 


“it’s not 
good to 
prepare 

wickets 

where 

eveiy 

thing- 

hinges 

on the 

toss” 


New Zealand skipper 
John Wright speaks 
his mind on a couple 
of touchy 
issues—wickets, 
umpiring; topics he 
had avoided while 
his team toured the 
country 



SPORTSWORLO One of the complaints 
most touring teams have Is about the 
wickets they have to play on. What do 
you have to say about the wickets oNered 
by the Indians on this tour? 

JOHN WRIGHT I didn't think the 
first two Tests were played on 
great wickets because too much 
hingtxi on the toss Particularly 
the Bangalore track, that look^ 
like a prepared turner None of 
the Tests went the full distance 
While that might be a tribute to 
the two teams. I also think it is, ir 
some ways a reflection of the 
wicket T^erewere 
occasions—like the 4th and 5th 
day at Bangalore and the last day 
at Bombay—when I thought the 
ball was turning far too much 

The one at Hyderabad wasn’t a 
bad cricket wicket really It had 
more pace, a bit of bounce and 
though It turned a bit, it was only 
the odd ball that really went So, 
while I must admit I expected 
turners, I didn’t think they would 
turn so much 

Oddly enough it was the wickets 
where we played our warm—up 
games that really impressed The 
one at Goa especially—even 
though I didn’t play that 
match —was a fant^tic track and 
the two earlier ones were good flat 
opes too Another thing that has 
to be considered is the quality of 
bowlers on display If the spinners 
playing in the match are really 
good, then you can’t put all the 
blame on the wicket I’ve watched 
Arshad Ayub warm up he was 
bowling to the ’keeper off the 
track on a green sort of strip And 
he was still making the ball turn 
quite a lot So you have to give the 
spinners credit too 

So you are of tho opinion that pitcbos 
should be more or less neutral in 
response .. 

It’s not a good thing when you 
prepare wickets where everything 
hinges on the toss That sort of 
attitude can backfire someday It 
worked for us in Bombay and we 
got a Test victory something that 
IS very special for us since this is a 
young side inexperienced in some 
areas, and peunfully aware that we 
were gomg to be up against it It’s 
a pity though that we didn’t play 
too well in the third Test We 
didn’t bat too well at all and, of 



Mark Oreatbatoh: “Learnt a lot on this trip” 
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course, India played much better 
than they did at Bombay. 

You lust inontlonod that this Is a young, 
Ineiparlaiwod side. Do you think ft was 
an inadquata squad that you wars askad 
to load? 

Inadequate it certainly is not. The 
bowling: is as good as we could 
get. We’ve got two mainline 
spinners in Evan Gray and John 
Bracewell: and four very good 
seamers in Ewan Chatfield, 


I 



As far as the umpiring goes I 
think there were some 
controversial decisions on 
both sides...But in no way did 
it have any significant bearing 
on the series 




Martin Snedden, Danny Morrison 
and, of course, Richard Hadlee. 
Yes, the bowling was definitely 
very good So was the keeping. 

But the batting.. we’ve still got 
guys who haven’t quite 
established themselves in Test 


cricket. 

Andrew Jones is a good player. 
He didn’t have a great series but 
played one or two good knocks. 
Mark Greatbatch also learnt a lot 
on this trip. He’s developed 
enormously and showed that he 
can cope with the spinners as well. 
Greatbatch can only improve from 
this sort of exposure. Kenny 
Rutherford had a bit of a bad 
series; sad, cos he’s a good player. 
Trevor Franklin played well 
against the new ball but had a 
little trouble against the spinners. 
We obviously missed Martin 

Wright and Vengsarkar toss the 
coin at Hyderabad 
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The Indian spin attack—Hirwani, 
Ayub and Shastri —did their job 
well through the series 



Crowe Put him back into this 
team and if a few of us get our act 
together, it’ll be lot different 

Do you think the quality of the Indian 
spin attack was too good for some of 
your players? 

1 think the Indian spin attack is 
very, very good In fact, we 
mightn’t face this standard of spin 
bowling till we play India m New 
Zealand It’ll be very interesting to 
see how it goes then 
You're playing the Pakistanis before the 
Indians come there, so that’ll be some 
form of warm—up 

Yeah that’ll be more than a small 
war m—up' They are a very good 
side 

You’ve avoided the topic of umpiring 
entirely in your coiumn and chats with 
the Press What is your opinion of the 
umpiring on this tour? 

As far as umpiring goes. I’m of the 
opinion that neutral umpires 
would do the game good The ICC 
should get their act together and 
put up a pmiel of best umpires no 
matter where they come from 
That would take a lot of pressure 
off the players off everyone I m 
not an administrator but if 
Pakistan wants neutral umpires 
(and they’ve had) and everyone 
complains about the umpiring 
there It’s a crazy situation The 
thing about umpiring, especially 
at the Test level, is that it is very 
important to have the best people 
officiating, because umpiring 
decisions affect not only the 
match but also the future of 
players I’ve always been a fan of 
neutral umpirmg 
As far as the umpirmg in this 
series goes, I think there were 
some controversial decisions—on 
both sides Some of the players 
thought they were hard done by 
But that s something that 
happens in every series But m no 
way did it have any significant 
bearing on the series 

Moving to a more personal level, cricket 
enthusiasts In this country have been 
wondering about your upright stance. Is 
it something you have perfected? 

(Laughs) No Left to me. I’d love to 
stand in the normal stance, like 
everyone else Trouble is, I’m not 
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(Gnns) I certainly wouldn’t advise 
anyone to copy me You should 
stand in the most comfortable 
stance It’s just that my back 
doesn’t allow me to stand in the 
normal manner otherwise I’d love 
to bend and put my bat to the 
ground 

Another aspect of your batting that has 
caught the eye is your style which is as 
correct as it is graceful. Oo you have any 
tips for aspiring batsmen? 

It’s very important that you get to 
the line of the ball. I, for one, have 
thi.s bad back and have to bend my 
knees a lot to compensate for not 
bending my back. It’s my style, 
but it’s not necessarily the best 
way to play As for myself, there 
are times I wish I could be a little 
more aggressive in some ways 


Interview by Pradeep Paul 


very supple and I’ve got a bad disc 
in my b^k It makes it very 
painful for me to bend over for a 
long period of time The upright 
stance does have its advantages, it 
helps you play the line well But 
because you’re not patting the bat 
on the ground, you sometimes 
lose out on rhythm I’ve also found 
that my feet don’t move into 
position as easily I only stand 
that way because of necessity 
really 

That’s funny because a lot of youngsters 
must be copying you... 


We obviously missed Martin 
Crowe. Put him back into this 
team, and if a few of us get 
our act together, it’ll be a lot 
different 
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SUPERMEN, 
OF BRAZIL in! 
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^t^SOCCERaQ 


SAO PAULO PROFESSIONALS 
VS INDIA’S BEST 


See the pros of Sao Paulo Football Club take 
the stadiums of Delhi, Bangalore, Calcutta and 
Jamshedpur by storm... with their dazzling 
artistry and the inimitable magic of Brazilian 
football at its breathtaking best. 
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Date 

‘ Time 

Venue 

Match 

8th January ’89 

3.30 p,m 

Jawaharlal Nehru 
Stadium, Neur Delhi 

Sao Paulo Prolessionals 
VS India XI 

11th January ’89 

2,30 pm. 

Ksd^tadiuiti, 

Bangalore 

Sao Paulo Professionals 
VS India XI 

14th January '89 

2.30 p.m. 

Salt Lake Stadium 
Calcutta 

Sao Paulo Prolessionals 
VSI.F.A.XI 

17th January’88 

2,30 p.m. 

Keenan Stadium, 
Jamshedpur 

Sao Paulo Professionals 

VS Tata Invltatw XI 


Organised by 

Tata Steel Sports Foundation 
and Ail India Football Federation 

Arrangements in Brazil made by KORF 

Tickets Rs.5 (for Delhi only) Rs.10 and Rs.20 
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The Adulation 
Of Foreign 
‘Talent’ 




W HEN Chima 
Okerie started 
playing for 
^ Mohammedan 

I Sportinginthe mid- 
eighties, he created a 
I storm The burly player 
' dazzled the spectators 
I overwhelmed the opposi- 
I tion and charmed the 
I Maidan He was chroni 
cled extensively in the 
local media and any foot¬ 
ball fan with a minimal 
i interest in Calcutta soc¬ 
cer was talking about 
I Chima Okeiie 

Chima Okeiie has 
been one in a long series 
I of imports that began in 
the late seventies First 
I came Majid Bhaskar fol¬ 
lowed by Jamshid Nasir- 
I ri Then there was David 
Williams and Christ- 
i opher, and Eineka Ezu 
I go and John Devine 
from England to the 
j piesentday stars like I 


Calcutta’s First Division football 
is replete with instances of 
players being imported from 
foreign countries—names like 
Chima Okerie, Majid Bhaskar 
and Julian Camino spiringing to 
mind. But the question is: does it 
stimulate or stunt soccer in 
Bengal ? 


Chibuzor Nwakanna of or the schemer’s posi- 
Mohammedan Sporting tion They play skilfully 
and East Bengal’s Ju although their standard 
lian Camino in comparison to inter 

But what started as an national standards is 
experiment has become nothing to speak about 
a regular thing There Chima Okerie did not 
18 now some foreign qualify to play for 
player or the other play- Nigeria in the Seoul 
mg for the Big Three Games These players do 
Most of these players wonders for the club, 
occupy key positions, but when it comes to 
like the centre-forward playing for the country 


they are ineligible 
When the foreign player 
leaves, there is no back¬ 
up of talent A sort of 
vacuum is created And 
this IS what we have for¬ 
gotten in our adulation 
of the foreign talent 
When foreign talent 
takes the place of Indian 
talent, it means that 
there is less and less 
attention given to the 
developing of local ta¬ 
lents Because the 
money that could have 
been used for the de¬ 
velopment of football is 
used to lure these fore¬ 
ign players 
How did this foreign 
influx begin in the first 
place‘s The decline of soc¬ 
cer in the early eighties 
led to a sort of dissatis 
faction among the spec¬ 
tators and members of | 
the different clubs The ^ 
club officials sensed this I 
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di-ss it istaction and fear 
uifj’ tin* loss of their posi 
tua ' decided to go in 
I loi , siioi t toi in effect A 
cn'H IX he ivy investment 
and I Uiieign playei re- 
oriuti 1 It was found 
til It 111 ltd wonders for 
the c l\i . helping it to 
will a ti w lu'phies, and 
sometiiiii'• hilping the 
team to an the gruell¬ 
ing fall iitt.i Soccer 
[jeagiie titli 

When that liappeiied, 
the voKes e 1 dissint weie 
stilled and the Club offi 
cials gloated loudly ab 
out wliat thev h<ul done 
to change the loi tunes 
of the Club But this was 
sleight of hand Under 
neath the surface it is 


clear that Bengal’s days 
aie numbeied At this 
moment, there are no 
Indian heroes in Calcut¬ 
ta soccer The maestros 
are ageing Prasanta 
Banerjee, Bhaskar 
Ganguly, Shishir Ghosh 
and the like have passed 
their prime But in their 
decline there are no new 
stars coming up except 
for the foreigners It has 
come to such a stage 
that East Bengal’s P K 
Banerjee says ‘I had 
been asking for a re¬ 
placement for Sudip 
Chattteriee who left for 
Mohun Bagan I Could 
never imagine that the 
player would travel 
across the seas to take a 


Chibuzor has become tbe 
mainstay of 

Mohammedan Sporting 
Club. Without him, the 
team feels rudderless in 
their attack 

job in our club ’ (Julian 
Cammo from Argen¬ 
tina) 

Who is Julian Carai- 
no*^ Before he came to 
Calcutta, we had never 
heard of him It looks 
like Calcutta scxicer is 
the happy breeding 
ground of ageing foot¬ 
ball players who after 
having their careers 
finished m their home 
countries, come to make 
a fat packet here before 
their skills vanish com¬ 


pletely 

It is not the fear of 
foreigners that makes 
one write like this But it 
18 the stagnation of local 
soccer, of young talents 
unable to find fruition 
and it IS a loss to the 
state team a.s well as the 
country The foreigners 
I will make their money 
and run Ultimately, we 
are the losers The Ben¬ 
gal team will get weaker 
and weaker and soon, it 
will begin to get elimin¬ 
ated in the quarter¬ 
finals But by then, it is 
pos8i\>le that public in¬ 
difference will be so 
great, that nobody will 
even bother to scream 
Shevifai Sebastian 
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I T was launched 
about SIX months 
ago with great 
fanfare and amidst 
hig-h expectations. And 
today, if the MRF Pace 
Foundation has only 
just about g’ot off the 
ground, it is not because 
the facilities are 
substandard or that 
something is wrong 
With the planning 
Basically it is a sound 
programme, into which 
the best brains have 
ploughed their 
resources and for which 
the sponsors have 
spared no expense to 
ensure its success. But if 
the Foundation has not 
progressed as much as it 
should have by this 
stage, it is chiefly 
because of “outside 
interference.” 

At least that is what 


What started as a promising- 
endeavour now has its share of 
problems. “Outside 
interference” and “adulterated 
methods.” But Lillee and the 
sponsors intend to keep the 
young- fast bowlers on the right 
track 


Dennis Lillee is 
convinced of While in 
Madras in the middle of 
December to supervise 
the progress made by 
the 14 boys, the 
legendary Australian 
fast bowler found that 
something was wrong 
Hie perceptive eye saw 
that the boys were not 
strictly following the 
methods he had told 
them to adhere to 
during his two previous 


visits to the Foundation 
On closer scrutiny he 
was able to discern the 
I'eason The boys, all of 
them at a very 
impressionable age, had 
been told by other 
coaches (during thoir 
visits to play 
representative cricket 
for their home states) to 
change their methcxls 
The youngsters, eager 
to please everyone, 
obliged With the result 


Journalists 
examining the “Super 
Grass” synthetic 
surface at the MRF 
Pace Foundation 

they have lost some of 
the rhythm and control 
that Lillee'.s methods 
had given them 
This IS not just a case 
of simple "outside 
interference” It goes 
much deeper 
.yportswoi'id has learnt 
from reliable sources 
that some Indian 
coaches, either 
"unhappy" or “jealous" 
at being left out of the 
programme or not being 
consulted, are doing 
what they can to “spike" 
the MRF Pace 
Foundation by giving- 
the boys contrary advice 
and hindering their 
progress. 

The brains trust at the 
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j MHK I’nr'o Foundation la 
I .iwan; of this ploy and 
I that IS wliy Lillue during 
' his IX‘cumh<;r visit made 
; a I'orvent appeal to all 
I concerned to "leave the 
! boys alone ’ f fe said that 
\ the boys should be 
j allowed to work hard 
! and develop along the 
j lines he had planned out 
j for the Foundation, a 
I method that was being 
! implemented by the 
I chief coach, former 
I Indian speedster T A 
'' Sekhar 

j Lillee admitted that 
! while some of the boys 
j had made "remarkable 
j progress", some of them 
had even “regressed ” 

He said that bad habits 
are acquired over a long 
' period It would take 
I some time for the 
affected boys to be rid of 
the “adulterated 
j methods ” 

j To illustrate the faet 
' that his methods were 
j successful, Lillee 
pointed to Sekhar’s vast 
I improvement The tall 
fast bowler, aiming for a 
comeback, has bowled 
with great success for 
j Madhya Pradesh in the 
I Ranji Trophy 
I competition His bag of 
j 20 wickets in four 
I games has been one of 
I the mam l easons behind 
j MP’s successful 
; campaign After many 
years, the state has 
i qualified for the knock 
out stage 

Making special 
mention of this, Lillee is 
of the opinion that if the 
methods worked for 
Sekha:. who is over 30, 
the youngsters stcxid a 
better chance of being 
succesful if they worked 
according to his 
instructions and 
"without outside 
interference ’ 

O N paper the 
Foundation has 



Denies Lillee explains 
a point to the trainees 
while (centre) T. 
Sekhar looks on 

one roof at Madras 
Lillee is confident that 
by the time he comes 
next in April the boys 
would have progressed a 
great deal more. 

Another reason why 
Lillee is confident that 
progress will be faster in 
future is because the 
Foundation has slowly 
started acquiring the 
facilities that were 
promised to the boys, 
i The Foundation is not a 
1 charity scheme. 


Ufleehasinadeit 
dear that the MRF 
Pace Foundation is 
not a charity schentf. 
According to hbn the 
boys wNi have to 
produce residts or 
else they wW be 
dropped 


existed for about six 
months. But in reality, it 
has existed for only 
about six weeks. With 
the scheme allowing the 
boys to play 
representative cricket 
for their states, the 14 
lads have been together 
under Sekhar’s 
observance for only 
about that time. This 
then is one more reason 
why the overall progress 
has been minimal. 
However, with the 
domestic cricket season 
now drawing to a close, 
the boys will have the 
opportunity of being one 
big happy family under 
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According to him the 
boys will have to 
produce results or else 
they will be dropped. It 
is possible that more 
boys will be added to the 
programme depending 
on the fresh talent 
available, but “I would 
Uke 12 to be the 
guideline" says Lillee. 
(Tamil Nadu cricketers 
Robin Singh and D Vasu 
are attached,to the 
Foundation, but are not 
fully part of it). 

One cannot be 
categorical about the 
success or failure of the 
Foundation at this 
moment for it is an 


ambitious long term 
scheme—(a minimum of 
five years, according to 
the sponsors. Still the 
formative stage is of 
vital importance to any 
programme. Is the MRF 
Pace Foundation going 
to be the best thing that 
ever happened to Indian 
cricket? Or is it going to 
be a colossal and 
e?cpensive failure? Even 
t wo artificial wickets 
have been acquired from 
Australia at a total cost 
of Rs 30,000 (duty free). 
The synthetic surface is 
known as ‘super grass’ 
and generates a lot more 
pace and bounce than 


normal Indian wickets. 
In order to ensure that 
the boys do not get any 
illusions that it is easy to 
bowl fast, with a lot of 
bounce, they also bowl 
on slower wickets In all, 
the Foundation, housed 
at the Madras Christian 
College High School in 
west Madras, has five 
turf wickets and one 
synthetic surface 
The 'super grass’ 
wicket IS placed on a 
concrete slab and 
according to Lillee “is 
like a good Brisbane 
wicket. ’’ A feature of this 
surface is that rain can 
never seriously hinder 


practice on it. Once the 
rain stops, the surface is 
simply swept and the 
boys can play 
immediately 

Lillee has made it clear 
that the MRF Pace 
I though it is a long term 
scheme, the answer may 
well be apparent by the 
end of the first year of 
the programme—the 
summer of 1989. 

However, the MRF 
Pace Foundation 
personnel are confident 
that the next batch of 
fast bowlers for India 
will come from this 
programme. 

Partab Ramchand 
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approximately 1300 
kilometres with the 
night halt at 
Trivandrum, Kerala. 

According to Mr 
Karthikeyan, the 
secretary of the meet, 
“We conducted this rally 
with the emphasis being 
on two wheelers because 
the Scissors Masters 
rally- which is run on 
the same format as the 
Himalayan Rally- -did 
not allow them to 
participate The 
overwhelming respon.se 
that we received has 
made it clear that we 
cannot ignore the 
rallyist on the 
motorcycle In fact, 
judging by the trend in 
motor sport today, the 
two wheeler is here to 
stay and therefore they 
have to be 

accommodated one way 
1 or the other " 

i 

C OIMBATORE, 
December 17 The 
j crack of dawn found 
j most of the participants 


SCISSORS SOO-MOTORCnES 

1. MrSudhirand KBIOO ’ 13 Penally PoiOte;. 

Mr. Partap , ■ '' 

2. Mr Mahadevan RX100 16 Penalty Pplnts ' 

and Mr, Raja ; . j 


already at the flag off 
point The enthusiasm 
had to be seen to be 
believed Last yea.i''s 
winners hobnobbed with 
the rest there was no 
ego problems, as they 
gave .some valuable last 
minute advice to the 
first-timers "Relax 
Chock your odometei' at 
every time control, don't 
pep and try and make up 
for lost time, check your 
lights ■’ 

Eiglity-eight vehicles 
were flagged off only 11 
among them being cars 
Being TVS-Suzuki 
country, one was 
surprised to see the 
other bikes also present 
In fact, the whole range 
of motorcycles in the 

K. Sekar on the road 
to Kottayam 


market were there 
except for the Enfield 
Bullet. This was obvious 
because the weight and 
the slow pick up make 
the younger 
motorcyclists prefer 
something with the slick 
looks associated with 
the foreign bikes 
Within an 

hour-and-a-half from 
the Rag off. the rally 
moved across to Kerala. 
Hecau.se of the emphasis 
on motorcyclists, the 
roads selected were 
ordinary ('ompared to 
the other rallies 
Sticking to the highway, 
only veering off when it 
was necessary Even 
then the kuccha roads 
were decent with a few 
pot-holes httei ed around 
to create some jiroblem 
The bikers had a ball. 


believe, this could well 
be true because almost 
every second person on 
the street is actively 
involved with the sport. 

Not to be left out, ITC, 
in coming forward to 
sponsor these rallies, 
has served a dual 
purpose One, motor 
sport has gained in 
popularity And 
secondly, with their 
brand name ‘Scissors’ 
linked to the rally, they 
have got the publicity 
they wanted. 

This year the Scissors 
Action Rally and the 
Scissors 500 was run 
together. The Scissors 
500 rally was mainly for 
the first-timers, starting 
and finishing off at 
Coimbatore on the same 
day. The Scissors Action 
Rally was spread over 
two days and 
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MOTORCYCLES 

1 Mr Nanjappa 

TVS-Supra 

26 Penalty Points 

2 Mr Farooq 
Ahmed 

Yezdi 

CARS 

38 Penalty Points 

1 Mr. B 
Krishnakumar 

Maruti 800 

22 penalty Points 

2 Mr Sunil 0 G 

Gypsy 

33 Penalty Points 


The bikers wait at 
Ernakulam for the 
restart. This v/as the 
turning point for the 
pai’ticipants of the 
Scissors 500 

the rallyists in the cars 
almost fell asleep, but 
then they were asking 
for it participating in a 
tame event as far as 
rallies arc concerned 
The roads down South 
are so good that one 
dcxisn’t really have an 
option except to include 
it in the rally route 
It was only in the ghat 
section that the twisting 
road and makeshift 
polling booths for the 
local election created 
some problems The 
local livestock market at 
almost every village also 
created some excitement 
when the rallyists had to 
find their way through 
herds of cattle. Some 
excitement was better 

Last minute 
clarifications by the 
rallyists before the 
start of the rally 


than nothing There 
were also instances 
when some bikers were 
forced to race with the 
local lungi-clad men on 
bikes, but no harm was 


done as they dropped 
out unable to sustain the 
speed 

The husband-wife 
team of 

Nanj appa—better 


known as the Desert 
Marauders—were 
breaking in a new bike, 
the TVS-Supra Having 
abandoned their Yezdi to 
ride this bike this rally 
was too easy for them 
when compared to the 
Desert Himalayan Rally 
But they still enjoyed 
themselves. 

One surprising fact 
which was observed 
during the rally was 
that not one participant 
filed a protest or 
objected to any 
last-minute change in 
the route One of the 
participants said, “We 
are here to take part in 
the rally, not to get into 
unnecessary scraps with 
the organisers. They 
have done a superb job 
and we have had no 
problems what-so-ever. 
We have had a great 
time." 

The rally terminated 
at midnight at 
Coimbatore. An 
accident-free end to a 
well-organised rally 
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T ' HIS week we will 
discuss the con¬ 
cept of using 
sen-ko-ku or 
breathing as a method of 
recuperation. After com¬ 
pleting an exhausting 
set of punches, you can 
use the breathing exer¬ 
cise that we will illus¬ 
trate here to get your 
breath back 
Stand in a relaxed 
pose, inhale through the 
nose as you bring the 
hands up and towards 
your chest Your inhala¬ 
tion should be complete 
by the time the palms 
reach just below the 
chest muscle. Once you 
have reached this stage, 
the hand movement is 
downward while you ex- 


KARATE 



hale through the month. 
By the time you have 
exhaled all the air in 
your lungs, your hands 
should have reached the 
side of your hips. 

It is very important 
that this entire move¬ 
ment is done in a very 
relaxed and smooth 
manner. Not only will it 
relax your muscles and 
give you a breather, it 
also does wonders to 
ease your mind of any 
pressures that might be 
hampering your work¬ 
out. Repetition of sen- 
ko-ku—about three to 
four times—will revive 
you from the exhaus¬ 
tions of a tough routine. 
By Shivaji Ganguly 
Kyokuahinkal-kan karate 



Sen-ko-ku: stand in the normal pose, with feet slightly apart. Breathe in through the nose while lifting 
the hands up to the chest muscle. Breathe out through the mouth while lowering the hands 


Photographs Raman Bhalla 
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D octored pitches and 
umpiring decisions have 
once again been the 
principal bones of 
contention in a Test series in 
Pakistan, this time involving 
Australia. 

Those controversies were not 
the best omens for our present 
tour of Australia but I fail to 
understand why there was such a 
song and dance 

It has always been understood 
to be the prerogative of the home 
team to prepare pitches to suit 
themselves. When we toured the 
West Indies at the beginning of 
this year, they made sure that the 
pitches had as much grass on 
them as possible so that our 
spinners would be ineffective 
Examples of home teams 
preparing pitches to suit 
themselves abound Is there any 
difference between preparing a 
green wicket to suit your seamers 
where the ball bounces awkwardly 
and preparing a pitch where the 
ball starts spinning from the first 
day? 

Both are meant to suit the home 
team and I have to say that it 
makes sense This is where a good 
visiting Test team have to have 
versatility in attack. 

Which team would play the 
West Indies, given the choice, on a 
green bouncing pitch? It is 
common sense to get them at their 
weak spot, on slow wickets. 

On umpiring, I have long 
argued the need to have neutral 
umpires in cricket as they do in 
every other sport. Through my 
insistence, Pakistan were the first 
country to have neutral umpires 

Moimiddin Hameed 
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my favour—a move which was 
very flattering to me—I was taker 
completely by surprise and had n< 
idea what sort of team 
combination I wanted 
1 was unhappy with the team 
that had been announced and 
eventually agreed to a 
compromise 

However, I was very pleased to 
have Aqib Javed, 17, a right-arm 
medium-fast bowler, on the tour. 
So far in the games he has played 
he has impressed everyone 
I took a team to play two charity 
matches in India last month and 
included him in the team and was 
very impressed with the way he 
bowled against the Indian Test 
batting line-up He has got a 
natural out-swinger and for 
someone so young has excellent 
control and, more importantly, a 
good cricketing brain 
Can you imagine that 
happening in England? The 
selectors would die of fright at 
launching a 17-year-old against 
the West Indies in a one-day 
international No, they would say, 
we must wait till he has proved 
himself at county level 
Having studied the Geoff 
Lawson injury on television in the 
second Australia-West Indies 
Test, two things stick in my mind 
Mervyn Hughes probably bowled 
more bouncers than any West 
Indies bowler, and I felt 
bewilderment that Lawson was 
not wearing a full visor 
There is always an outcry when 
a batsman gets hit, and especially 
a tailender, but I have never 
understood why they do not wear 
helmets with full visors I have 
always advised my tailenders to 
wear a full visor Apart from the 
chance of a serious injury, the 
team also suffer as Australia did 
when one of the main bowlers is 
lost to the side. 

In the West Indies we never 
expected any batsman to escape 
being bowled bouncers. No 
quarter is ever given in these 
games, so I made sure from No 1 
to No 11 everyone was prepared to 
play short-pitched stuff. 


Couftesy Daity Tetegraph 









^atch has W^l\ decided 
the surface has been pic 
On none of these points 
the captain consulted or 
informed" 




Why Vijay Amn'traj 
might not play 

“Things are 
a little 
different 
from what 
they have 
been in the 
past” 


The shift in the balance of power 
in Indian tennis and injuries 
have obviously upset 
VLJAY AMRITRAJ. He speaks 
to Partab Rauichand about his 
I injuries and the new ATT A set 
1 up and why he plans to miss 
I India’s next Davis Cup tie 




You have been saying that you might be a doubtful 
starter for this year’s Oavis Cup match between India and 
the winners of the Japan-South Korea tie. Why is that? 

Var-ious reasons really. Thing’s are a little 
clilf'erent from what they have been in the past. As 
long a.s 1 was physically and mentally fit I always 
played But a couple of bad injuries and increased 
family considerations have meant that at the 
moment I can't commit n\yself to playing in that 
lie 

Could you elaborate a bit more on those two factors? 

1 havejust had surgery on an injury on the heel 
of my right foot, and I may have to undergo 
another operation on the heel after three months. 
Side by side I am being bothered by a nagging 
shoulder injury A key muscle in the right 
shoulder has been giving me pain for some time 
how and this muscle is very important when it 
comes to serving. The doctor has advised surgery 
but I want to avoid this If however the pain gets 
so acute that I will have to undergo surgery then 
I am afraid that I will be finished as a player. 

Then there is the family considerations. I am now 
a father of two boys and the elder Prakash will be 
going to school next year in Los Angeles. So my 
travelling would be that much more restricted. 
Jimmy (Connors) also a father of two has also cut 
down on his travel and tournament commitments 
for the same reason 

Let me ask you a direct question. Are you sure your 
being a doubtful starter for the Davis Cup match has got 
nothing to do with Mr Khanna becoming AITA secretary, it 
is well known that while you had excellent relations with P 
L Reddy, you don’t see eye to eye on many matters with the 
present AITA secretary. 

Mr Khanna becommg secretary is a little more 
than a minor irritant. My commitment to playing 
ill the Davis Cup, playing for the country is there, 
no matter who is in charge. But there is no doubt 
that a better atmosphere in the country’s tennis 
administration would certainly help the players 
to perform better. By no yardstick wei’e we the 
No 2 country in the world last year. Yet we 
finished runners-up in the Davis Cup. That is 
bec..iuse a healthy atmosphere prevailed in tennis 
c! t eles There was teamwork and I still say that 
Reddy, Ixith as secretary and manager, did a lot 
of work behind the scenes and deserves a lot of 
credit for that performance. 

In what way Is the atmosphere different now? 

Well, for example, the Indian team has been 
chosen, the venue for the match has been decided 
and the surface has been picked. On none of these 
points was the captain consulted or even 
informed In Reddy's time he was in regular 
touch with me on every point and I in turn 
consulted Ramesh Krishnan and we reached a 
consensus decision. 

No doubt a captain must be informed and consulted on 
team selection, surface etc... but many thought that when 
P.L. Reddy was secretary all such decisions ware left up to 
you almost entirely. Now that they are not, you are upsetl 
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No, that is incxarrect. As I said, in P L Reddy's 
time he and I always discussed things and I in 
turn discussed them with Ramesh. We always 
took collective decisions. Let me say that “PL" 
himself came up very frequently with strong 
suggestions. He is a very knowledgeable person. 
Yes, I have heard this charge that I used to run 
Indian tennis. All I can say is it just isn’t true. As 
captain I was not only'hi ft-equent consultation 
with the AITA Secretary, but also involved Anand 
and even Vasudevan in the discussions. 

Did you have any problems with Mr Khanna when he was 
secretary before? 

The problems I have had with Mr Khanna 
before can be termed as minor ones. I don’t want 
to make an issue of them now; it is all water 
under the bridge. 

Any comment on the letter ATP's Jim McManus sent AITA 
president Natwar Singh saying he wasn’t keen on dealing 
with Mr Khanna? 




"Even today 1 can state frankly 
that Anand and I are still the 
best doubles combination 
available. One hears a great 
deal about Zeeshan and Mark 
Ferreira clicking as a pair. Well, 
the moment they prove that 
they are worthy enough to 
play doubles for the country, 
Anand and I will be only too 
happy to step down" 


45 








Now that is a much more serious situation 
‘Jim’s letter to Mr Natwar Singh is a strongly 
worded letter Secondly the AITA will have to be 
in touch with ATP, for the players are going to be 
running the circuit from 1990 and so, for the 
conduct of tournaments, organisational details 
and other matters the AITA has to deal with the 
ATP in a positive manner I feel that Mr Natwar 
Singh should look into the matter carefully, 
keeping in mind the future of Indian'tennis 
vis-a-vis the international circuit 
When you and Ramanathan Krishnan played Davis Cup as 
player and manager, there was talk of a family feud. What 
happened? 

I guess a lot more has been made of it than 
there really was Yes, there was an unfortunate 
[ and unusual incident, which I don’t want to go 
into now, but it was a minor problem which was 
rectified quickly After all, my parents and the 
Krishnans have been good friends for almost 30 
years. 

Much was made of a little incident by people not 
interested in the welfare of the game in the 
country By those wanting a weak AITA Wrong 
information was needlessly passed around 
Ramesh and I have been very good friends right 
from the time we became teammates at the 
beginning of the decade And our two families 
have a very cordial relationship 

Yes,! have heard this charge 
that f used to run Indian tennis. 
Aii I can say is it just isn't true... 

What is your opinion on the long list of reserves 
announced by the AITA. Are they an indication ol the long 
awaited transition in the team. 

Well, if they are to be taken as some sort of 
transition, whei’eare the juniors in the reserve 
list‘d There is only one, Gaurav Natekar All the 
others are over 18 

There has been frequent criticism about you and Anand 
continuing to be the doubles team even though you, as a 
pair are well over the hill. Do you feel that the time has 
come to try a new doubles team? 

I, as captain, have been wanting to try a fresh 
team for years But who do we have‘s For example 
I was criticised for fielding Anand and myself for 
the doubles against Yugoslavia last yeai' We lost 
a close five setter, Supposing I had fielded a 
totally l aw team and they had lost I would have 
been criticised anyway for fielding a new team for 
a vital doubles match at a crucial stage of the tie 
So you can’t win anyway. Even today I can state 
frankly that Anand and I are still the best doubles 
combination available. One hears a great deal 
about about Zeeshan and Mark (Ferreira) clicking 
as a pair Well, the moment they prove that they 
are w'orthy enough to play doubles for the 
country, Anand and 1 will be only too happy to 
step down 








CAREER HIGHLIGHTS 


Born—Madras Decarnber t4, 1953 
6 -3'' tall right-handad player who usually axcallad on grass. 

Represented India in Davis Cup from 1969 and helpsd India to msch Davla Cup finals In 1974 
and 1987 National title winner in 1972*73. 1973*74 and 197S*76, 

Career achievements. 

. 1973—Chichester, Bretton Woods, Indian Open (Delhi); 1974— 
Washingtoo D.C.. Beckenham; 1975—Columbus, Indian Oppn 

. .. (Caloetfa)i 197*—W©-T {Memphle), Neurport; 1977—Indian Open 

(Bombay); 1978—Mexico City; 197£^lndlap Open (Bombay); 
' 1980—Newport, Bangkok; 1984—Newport; 1986—Bristol; 

; 1973—South Orange; 1974—Temps; 1976—WCT (St Louis); 
1978—Cologne; 1980—WCT/Invltatlon, Milan, WCT/Challenge 
Cup; 1981—WCT/Invttatlon; 1963—Stowe. 

GRAND SLAM HISTORY Quarter finalist at Wimbledon In 1973 *nd 1981; Ouarter finalist at 
U S C^n in 1973 and 1974; Round of 16 at Wimbledon In 1985. 


WINNER 


FINALIST 


YEAR END RANKING HISTORY (ATP); 


1974 

— 40 

1981 


21 

1975 

— 26 

1982 

— 

382 

1976 

— 31 

1983 

— 

144 

1977 

— 46 

1984 

— 

42 

1978 

— 58 

1985 

— 

80 

1979 

— 34 

1986 

— 

106 

1980 

— 20 

1987 

— 

221 


(Note ' Highest career singles 
ranking 16 (July 1980) 
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VIJAY AMRITRAJ 


A Gentleman First 


I ! T has tx'cn said bclbie and it. 
Will be said at;faiii Vijay 
Ariintra) is a hi^lily unusual 
follow A man of iminy parts 
the siK’ces.slul smooth player, 
the gentleman player of the 
I nashiiiff .smile, the ambitious not- 
I so .sueee.ssful actor, the astute 
! biisiue.ssman (on the board of va- 
i rioii.s commercial houses with hi.s 
j own film and TV companies), the 
I power broker The common factor 
j to all these was an innate instinc- 
I tivo gift for Public Relations an i 
i easy conversationalisl with an eii- 
j gaging manner, his amiable de- 
i meaiiour .sometimes masked his 
j aiitive fertile brain As the cliche 
I goes, he could sell snow to an 
i Eskimo (although .some nasty peo- 
I pie would have .you believe, the 
j same skills were required to repe- 
I atedly smuggle Anand into the 
j Davis Cup team) 
i For all this—versatility .you 
I could call it -Vijay Amntraj re- 
i mams an enigma It has become 
j difficult, to the point of exaspera- 
i tioii, trying to decipher what kind 
I of man he is And why people are 
j alternately so pro or anti him 
I In the West they admire 
! him esjiecially that historical ap- 
I plause for an opponent's shot At 
[ Wimbledon, even now, playing on 
i some obscure outside court, he’ll 
j attract a sizeable audience often 
j groups of middle aged Brits who 
' Ixiheve the Amntraj way is the 
' manner in which the game must 
' be played Fair pla.y and ;dl that 
; For Vijay this was vital "I have 
earned a name for myself for my 
coi.rt ixihaviour, for being a true 
rejiK'scntative of my country, of 
my people, of the sport, and all 
I this IS as important to me as 


winning" Vi.jay in that sense was 
an anachronism , in an era of 
proferred cold steel, he, offered a 
warm handshake 

Back home, the country was 
proud of this .slim dashing dark 
Indian But sometimes, just 
sometimes, the.y wished he would 
put the smile away and concen¬ 
trate on grinding his opponent 


into the dust. Had Vijay misplaced 
his priorities'^ The man re¬ 
fused to agree. "I used to spon¬ 
taneously applaud my opponent’s 
shot, but it never affected my 
desire to win I believe a player can 
behave well and still wih” He uses 
Borg as an example Borg unques¬ 
tionably was neither inclined to¬ 
wards disputing line calls nor 






hen A Player 


abusive behaviour, but neither did the dashing dark Indian was 
he smile nor applaud It was gifted enough to grind just about 
necessary he remained unper- anybody into the dust 
turbed and composed And 

perhaps this was Vijay’s weak- If Vijay was ever dismayed 
ness he seemed to lack a focus. Of when people claimed his achieve- 
course none of this would have ments did not rellect his extraor- 
been relevant if Vijay wasn’t dmary talent, then much of the 
talented. And this,was infuriat- blame must rest with Arthur 
ing, for people actually believed Ashe Ashe, a tennis intellectual 



of sorts, categorised Amritraj, 
Borg and Connors as the ABC of 
tennis in 1973 Says Vijay, "Ashe 
apparently felt the three of us had 
the same talent, potential and 
technique" The ABC of tennis .it 
was a catchy line and an easy one 
to remember The comparison in 
retrospect was unfair, relevant 
only to that brief period, yet un¬ 
fortunately Vijay IS still judged in 
that context 

He would later beat Connors, 
Borg and McEnroe on the odd 
occasion, but unlike them it is 
possible that Vijay was never 
abundantly gifted in any particu¬ 
lar area lie neither had the 
genius of Mac. the attitude of 
Connors, the precision and work 
ethic of Borg Amritraj, only 20 in 
1973, may have been as exciting 
as Borg and Connors, except that 
in the end they had more rungs to 
their individual ladders that he 
had Some make it, some don't 
Vijay agrees with this “It certain¬ 
ly felt great to be bracketed with 
Borg and Connors Maybe after 
that (19731 my record was not 
keeping with being bracketed 
with the other two But not every¬ 
one makes it to the top For every 
one player who makes it, there are 
100 who don't, after promising 
much" So Vijay Amritraj became 
a player described in record books 
as “a true gentlrnan" and “a 
beautifully fluid player” The 
word champion’ would always be 
consciously absent 

But by no standards was Vijay 
an under achiever sixteen tourna¬ 
ment wins and all-time high rank¬ 
ing of No 16 cannot be argued. 
But there remained a nagging 
suspicion that he could have done 


SoA^jay Amritraj became a 
player described in record 
books as a ‘true gentleman’ 
and ‘a beautifully fluid player’ 
The word ‘champion’ would 
always be conspicuously 
absent 




Arthur Ashe inoluded you In his ABC of tennis. 
Did you ever consider yourself worthy of being 
bracketed with Borg and Connors? If so, what 
happened? If not, your record still does not really 
reflect the talent you had? 

After watching all three of us during Wimble¬ 
don, 1973, Ashe apparently felt the three of us 
had the same talent, potential and technique. It 
certainly felt great to be bracketed with Borg and 
Connors. Maybe my record after that was not 
keeping with being bracketed with the other two. 
But not everyone makes it to the top. For every 
one player who makes it, there are 100 who don’t 
after promising much. On the other hand, my 
record was steady if there were no drastic turns 
and twists. My career was solid if not remark¬ 
able. And then I have had my share of success in 
tournaments and in Davis Cup play. I have 
earned a name for myself for my court behaviour, 
for being a true representative of my country and 
of my people, as an individual and an athlete, and 
as a good representative of the sport. And all this, 
to me, is as important as winning and in this 
respect at least I feel my record is as good as Borg 
or Connors. 

People use the term ‘killer instinct’ very careless¬ 
ly. What does it mean to you? Did you lack it? Did 
your gentlemanly behaviour on court ever affect 
your desire to win? 

My definition of killer instinct is an over¬ 
whelming desire to win. And without this atti¬ 
tude, I don’t think I would have had my share of 
victories. After all, basically why does one go to 
the court? To win, obviously. One has to draw the 
line however when it comes to an overwhelming 
desire to win at any cost—for example neglecting 
your court behaviour, by cheating or by tram¬ 
pling upon someone elses toes to get to the top. 
Used to spontaneously applaud an opponents 



shot but it never affected my desire to win. I 
believe a player can behave well, be a true 
representative of the people and the country, 
have character and present the sport in the right 


In India now, Vijay evokes 
mixed responses: his multitude of 
admirers are now offset by a 
growing band of detractors, their 
criticisms and allegations in¬ 
numerable. 1) He controls Indian 
tennis (or did when PL Reddy was 
secretary 2) All Davis Cup mat¬ 
ters, especially team and site 
selection wore left entirely up to 
him 3) Anand was in the Davis 
Cup team because of him 4) 
Vasudevan was preferred to 
Zeeshan Ali because of the South 
Indian connection 5) Vijay em¬ 


ployed American friend Gene 
Malin as the Indian Davis Cup 
coach thus neglecting Indian 
coaches 6) the expenses for the 
entire Amritraj family at Gothen¬ 
burg last year were apparently 
paid for by the All India Tennis 
Association 7) He supposedly re¬ 
fused to come and play in India 
and encourage youngsters be¬ 
cause the money wasn’t good 
enough. 

Vijay refuted some of these 
allegations but his ‘nice clean 
wholesome guy’ aura was tar¬ 



nished considerably. Had the 
showman turned conman? 

There was one area though 
where Vijay recently confounded 
all hie critics. The Davis Cup. 

In 1986, Vijay played abomin¬ 
ably against Czechoslovakia—un¬ 
fit, seemingly uninterested, he 
was scorned as over the hill. Then 
1987 began with his intriguing 
quote: “Whenever I hear the 
national anthem I get goose 
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Vijay Amritraj speaks 
about his past 


light—and still win. If people point to John 
McEnroe on one hand I would point to Bjorn 
Bof g. One’s behaviour was generally bad and the 
other behaved impeccably. But the record of both 
players was good. 

Did your oonoern for your brother’s future affect 
yoxu* game In any way? For example some 
sections of the media often said you were car¬ 
rying Anand. 

Anand and I have always been close, ever since 
the days when we went abroad as AITA junior 
representatives to Europe about 20 years ago. In 
the seventies there was little doubt that he and I 
were the best singles players Towards the late 
seventies and early eighties came the difficult 
decision because first there was Sashi Menon and 
then Ramesh Krishnan. 

Around 1981 I took over the captaincy and 
from then on only the team mattered, not only 
fillial affection, I remember in my first year of 
captaincy when we were to play the USA there 
was very little to choose between Anand and 
Ramesh. Still I chose Ramesh as the second 
singles player, explaining to Anand that it would 
be better if he stayed fresh for the doubles. 
Earlier, in 1979 against Australia at Madras 
when Ramanathan Krishnan was captain, Sashi 
was chosen even though many felt that Anand 
should have been chosen There was very little to 
choose between them and Krishnan certainly had 
a difficult choice as I had later in my years as 
captain. StiU it did not affect Anand and in fact 
we went on to win the doubles in that tie beating 
Geoff Masters and Ross Case who were the 
Wimbledon champions. 

It is only in the last few years that Anand has 
stopped playing singles. But as I said earlier, he 
and I are still the best doubles combination the 
country can field at the moment So there is really 
no substance in the charge that I was carrying 
Anand. 

At Wimbledon again, you lost to Borg and 
Connors, both times being up in the match. Was it 


because you were weaker‘than Americans and 
Europeans In totality if you consider factors like 
fitness, skill, attitude and strength. 

No, I was not weaker in any way than the 
Americana or the Europeans. But let me take this 
opportunity to explain two defeats in some detail. 
Against Borg in 1979 it was just bad luck. If I 
could play that match agrain I would not do 
anything differently. But the outcome of that 
match really hinged on one single vital point. I 
was two sets to one up, 3-1 up in the fourth set 
and Borg, already a break of service against him 
was love 40 down. I had three game points for a 
second break. Borg was at the net, and I from the 
baseline sent a backhand cross court. Borg 
started going the wrong way, then checked 
himself and went the other way to try and 
intercept the ball. He stretched himself to the full, 
the ball got the edge of the racket head, hit the net 
and dropped over to my side He then served two 
aces next and that was that. 

In 1981 the story is slightly different. I had 
entered all three events; mens doubles along with 
John Lloyd and mixed along with Virginia wade. 
The quarter final against Connors was scheduled 
for Tuesday On Monday I played eight sets of 
doubles, winning tioth the mens and mixed 
matayches John Lloyd had told me not to play 
the doubles but Virginia was very keen on 
playing the mixed. That Monday, Connors on the 
other hand had the day off. I finished my second 
(mixed) doubles match at around 9 on Monday 
night and Tuesday the first match on Centre 
Court at 2 pm was Amritraj vs Connors. I led two 
sets to love but the previous days exertions 
started to take its toll midway through the third 
set. I could feel myself slowing down coming to 
the net, which meant my volleys were getting 
weaker and consequently Connors’ returns got 
stronger. Two days later, against Borg, the roles 
were reversed. Connors was up two sets to love 
only to lose in five He later admitted to me "you 
finished me” implying that his tough match 
against me had taken its toll on him 


bumps”, a rather unconvincing 
and audacious statement. Howev¬ 
er, fitter, faster and more cruel, 
Vijay then began for India its 
most significant and stirring ten¬ 
nis journey By the end of his 
emotional duel with Martin Jaite, 
critics, to a me.n, were on their feet 
in obeisance., and would remain 
so for the remainder of the year. 
Vijay, in wonderous form, well 
‘hyped up, continued with im¬ 
pressive wins over Amos Man- 
sdorf and Wally Masur to take a 
triumphant India into the Final It 


was ironic that at the virtual end 
of his career, when 34-years-old, 
Vijay was finally deserving of a 
'champions’ lable 

Now he may not play Davis Cup 
again He cites injury reasons, but 
rumour whispers it’s Anand’s 
non-selection Whatever, it is 
pierhaps sensible he does not A 
loss to Japan/South Korea would 
be embarrassing and compound 
the hurt of the Yugoslav slaugh¬ 
ter, It would also totally erase that 
memory of 1987 
As it is, perhaps when the ‘gent¬ 


leman’ sits alone and murmurs to 
himself ’’court behaviour is as 
important as winning”, the echo 
that rises from himself will be 
from the ‘player,’ "Did I really 
achieve what I could have”. 
Judge him harshly or sympatheti¬ 
cally Scorn him or worship him. 
The choice is personal. One fact 
intrudes in all this- Since Rama¬ 
nathan Krishnan he is the best 
tennis player we ever had. We do 
tend to forget that quite easily. 

—By RohK Bri|nath. Interview* by Pertab 
Ramchand, Madra* 
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FICTION 


The Second 
Innings 


By Moti Nandy 


WHEN Saroj met 
Bina, after 13 long 
years, for him it 
meant an aocumula- 
tion of memor¬ 

ies bursting onto his 
mind The memories 
of Jamshedpur, of 
Bina's blinding beau¬ 
ty. his broken prom¬ 
ise, and his youth 
when he was a hand¬ 
some promising 
sportsman. 

After 13 years, 
now, he was a veteran 
journalist going to 
Kanpur to cover a 
Test match. And here 
in Rajdhani express 
Bina was travelling in 
the same compart¬ 
ment, with her 
daughter. But there 
was no sign that Bina 
was married. Then 
who was Bosa, who 
came to him and said 
‘Mummy Je catling 
you'. What happened 
to Bina after their re¬ 
lation broke? Did she 
get married? Was she 
a widow? A world of 
questions were 
haunting Saroj but 
not one to escape his 
lips.. 


I N that long moment 
when Saroj remained 
frozen in indecision, 
failing to brush off that 
overpowering sense of 
guilt, which he thought 
was so foolish, Bina 
volunteered to tell 
her lifestory. Her 
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post-Saroj lifestory 
'We had been to 
Calcutta after so many 
years,” she said, "My 
niece got married These 
days we don’t have much 
connection with cal at 
all, you know, we hardly 
go anywhere out of 
Delhi But this time we 
decided we must spend 
some time in Calcutta 
Mr Rao always insists 
that Rosa must know 
her maternal relatives 
well That’s why ” 

Saroj realised ‘Mr Rao’ 
was slowly sinking into 
him Bina was married 
to some Mr Rao Ro.sa 
was their daughter. The 
picture was now 
complete 

Saroj felt a pain—of 
anguish—listening to a 
voice reaching back to 
him from the depths of 
his long lost youth. 

"Saroj. I’m pregnant We 
must get married, 
soon.” Bina had told him 
when they met for the 
last time. “But that’s 
not possible, Bina,’’said 
Saroj watching sadly the 
hurt in Bina’s 
moistening eyes “My 
parents will never accept 
it. And I’m their only 
child I cannot, Bina, 
this IS not just possible. 
You rather get an 
abortion.” 

“But you promised in 
Jamshedpur, That’s 
why. ” Bina said and a 
few more things, but 
Saroj did not want to 
remember them any 


more. They were too 
demeaning Saroj forced 
his mind back to the 
cacophony of the 
Rajdhani 

“Now Saroj, you have 
to do us a favour, not so 
much to me, but Rosa ” 
The tone of Bina's voice 
hurt Saroj. It was too 
matter of fact 
Businesslike Saroj 
wondered what she 
could ask for 

“Rosa IS crazy about 
cricketers. Just crazy I 
can guarantee there is 
hardly a cricketer who 
came to Delhi in the last 
two years and did not 
sign his autographbook 
Her latest craze is that 
new chap, what’s his 
name‘s” Bina was trying 
to remember 

“B.S. Ghoshal'^ ” Saroj 
guessed He was right. 

“Yes, yes, Bhabam 
Shankar Ghoshal,” Bina 
replied instantly, " Rosa 
IS so crazy about him 
that during the Madras 
test she did not go to 
college for five full days; 
she just had her 
transistor stuck to her 
ears Is it true that no 
Indian ever got a double 
century on debut 
before?” Bina inquired. 

“No, no one did. It’s a 


record,” Saroj replied, 
“Of course, I did not go 
to Madras, but what I 
gathered from others 
suggests this guy is a 
genius After Pankaj 
Roy, at long last, we’ve 
got a Bengali in Test 
cricket. It seems this 
guy IS going to go great 
guns really ” 

“He IS from Calcutta, 
isn’t he’”? Bina inquired, 
“you must lie knowing 
him quite well”, Bina 
concluded without 
waiting for a reply 

“Now you've to do us a 
favour.” Bina said, 
hurting Saroj again, 
“You’ve to bring this 
guy to our plSce some 
time during the Delhi 
Test Rosa will be too 
happy Ever since she 
heard about you, she has 
been pestering me to get 
in touch with you and 
ask you to arrange this 
Since yoif re are a sports 
reporter, it wouldn’t be a 
problem for you at all, 
she’s taken it for 
granted Now don’t just 
disappoint Rosa, 
please"?" Bina carried on 
without stopping. 
Without realising that 
scenes from the past 
were once again 
flashing on to Saroj’s 
mind. 

That was the first time 
someone had asked for 
Saroj’s autograph, 
invited him to dinner 
Saroj was then a Ranji 
player A promising, 
handsome, young 





cricketer. That day, at identified him: one of the 
lunch break of a match. most promising 

he was relaxing in the cricketers of Bengal 
sun, and thinking of his Saroj had started 
second Ranji match when Subir patted on his 

against Assam In one back. He turned around 
over, he had stumped There, two young girls 

four batsmen And the were standing next to 
next morning his sister Subir, both watching 
had waken him up, to him admiringly 

show the paper There Subir introduced 

he was, a one column them Sujata, Subir's 

beaming Saroj Dasgupta cousin and Burn 
staring back at him Sengupta, her 

proud and confident classmate Even before 

The caption below ^ Saroj could greet them. 



Binaliad lu‘i- aul()j.fraph 
bof^k i(‘ady Indoro him 
Sai'') w.iH ,i,t (jjico 
con.sc ioii.'i (jf tlic glaiicos 
. from tlH'clusU'isol 
: playi'i H around thn 
, ^rround, ami the 
I embarrassment that was 
i growing in him He 
i never dretirnt someone 
j would one day ask for 
1 hisautogiaph And here 
i a young girl Saroj 
I suddenly discovered 
I that Bina was quite 
j pretty 

j Nervously, Saroj had 
■ taken the notebook from 
Bina and signed 
j "But you can’t just 
j sign, you’ve to write 
I something also”, Bina 
I had said, eagerly Tlie 
I mistake embarrassed 
' Saroj Quickly he 
; grabbed the book back 
! and wrote "To Bina 
I Sengupta, from the most 
humble of her 
. admirers ’’ Was that 
I smart enough, or too 
I modest, Saroj had 
1 debated for a brief while 
i Then he went out. 

I smashed every ball that 
I dropped before him, 

} scoring a splendid 110, 

I studded with nine 
I delectable boundaries 
I 

! And that was it 
j Perhaps, later Saroj 
I i-egretied secretly that 
1 all this had begun so 
i draniaf loally That it 
j had happened at all 
I That Bina had come into 
I his nie .so suddenly, as if 
1 destined to leave a scar 
I ttuit wi 'll id never heal 
j "IJm Ic we will expect 
your call wtienyou 
arrive in IJeUu You just 
let me know when BS is 
coming to dinner," 

Rosa’s voice pullc'd Saroj 
back from Ins thoughts 
So she calls Bhabani 
Shankar B S . Saroj was 
amused. But how could 
they take things for 
granted. Bhabani, after 
all, is a test player. He 
might just refuse to go 
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to a dtranger’s place He. 
after all is a star But 
then logic would cut no 
ice, Saroj knew. He just 
smiled back at Rosa, 
committing nothing. 

Next morning, when 
Saroj reached Kanpur’s 
Green Park, the first 
person he saw batting at 
the nets was BS. A 
sprinkling of journalists 
were gossipping nearby. 
Among them he spotted 
Shankar of News Day. 
Immediately, Saroj 
decided he would ask 
Shankar to introduce 
him to BS. In the tram 
last night, what Saroj 
had concealed from Bina 
was that he did not 
know Bhabani too well. 

It would have hurt his 
pride, disappointed 
Bina. But the truth is 
that Saroj was an old 
school journalist He 
believed in keeping his 
distance from those 


whose game he was 
supposed to analyse, 
and evaluate. He almost 
hated the new breed of 
reporters who would 
even peep into a player’s 
bedroom to get a scoop. 
Saroj knew his attitude 
might one day cost him 
his job. For, he was 
aware that even his 
50-year-old sports editor 
had now started 
encouraging yellow 
journalism.He pitied 
him, for he knew he did 
it under pressure, to 
keep up with changing 
times. But Saroj was 
determined he would not 
change Not till he was 
asked to leave. 

"Heh, Sarojda, 
welcome, welcome. Good 
to see you again,” 
Shankar greeted him 
warmly We were just 
talking about Raminder, 
you know,” he 
continued, “Why do you 


think he is not getting 
runs?” 

Immediately Saroj 
realised they were going 
to talk about Raminder’s 
personal life The 
trauma that all but 
ruined him These guys 
got i-eal bad taste, he 
thought. 

Saroj knew that 
Raminder’s married life 
was on the rocks 
Rumour had it that 
when he was in West 
Indies, Raminder’s wife 
started an affair with a 
Sindhi businessman 
Raminder was gravely 
shocked when he knew 
about it Saroj always 
felt so sorry for him. 
Poof Raminder And 
here these guys were 
having fun about him. 
Damned guys, Saroj 
almost uttered a curse 

“Do you know what 
Raminder did to his wife 
when he returned’^’’ 
Shankar continued, "he 
locked him up in a room 
for seven days These 
punjabis are damn 
revengeful. I’m telling 
you One day one of us 
might just have to 
report that Raminder 
had killed his wife ’’ 

Saroj was still feeling 
sorry for the young jath. 
What a physique he has 
got, perfect athlete, 
tremendous 
temperament, go-getter 
Saroj always liked his 
attitude How tragic that 
such a brilliant career 
was being ruined so 
mindlessly, by a 
wayward wife 
Saddened, Saroj left the 
field quietly 

It was on the third day 
of the match that Saroj 
got the worst shock of 
his life, when he saw 
Raminder’s clenched fist 
approach him to smash 
his teeth. 

(To be continued) 

Adapted by 
Suprakash Ghoshal 







West Germany Shock The Swedes 







The victorious West 
German team with the 
Cup and coach Niki 
Pilic (center) 
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Above: Boris Becker after he 
thrashed Stefan Edberg 6-3,6-1, 
6-4 on the first day for the 
Germans to go 2-0 up in the tie.. 
His hair cut shorter and in 
stupendous form, Becker took 
revenge for his Wimbiedon finai 
ioss in chiiiing styie 


Left: Becker grabs partner Eric 
Jeien in a bearhug, after the duo 
defeated Stefan Edberg and 
Anders Jarryd 3-6,2-6,7-5,6-3, 
6-2, to win the Davis Cup (3-Ot for 
the very first time. Coach Niki 
Pilic bursting onto court cannot 
believe It 
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Carl-Uwe Steeb, the relatively unknown West German, In a sense, won the Cup for Germany. 
Prior to the match, Steeb’s claim that he could beat Wilander In the first match, was met with 
polite <j|i|M3elief. But Steeb kept his word and In a classic duel, defeated the World No. 1,6-10,1 -6, 
^ 6-2,6-4,8-6. It was the win which lifted the Germans 


All photographs by Tommy Hindley 













ODDSPORTS>2 


SURFING 









ity by dropping back to 
his knees and closing 
with the board. The ex¬ 
perienced surfer will 
often walk the full 
length of direction and 
speed and then sway to 
bring about more subtle 
changes. 

A surfer can ride the 
wave in a straight line (a 
‘straight-ahead-of-wave 
ride’) to the beach or, by 
weight transference, 
turn his board to the 
right or left. He can flat¬ 
ten his board to elide 
diagonally across and 
up the face of the wave (a 
‘cut-out’ or ‘cut-back’) so 
that he is travelling in 
the opposite direction to 
the waves. 

For a straight-wave 
ride the surfer, without 
turning or sliding to 
either side, balances his 
board even^, avoiding 
stern and mtebal drag. 
Speed can be increased if 
the board is flattened so 
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that as much as possible 
of its length is brought 
in contact and parallel 
with the surface of the 
water. The surfer walks 
to the bow of the board 
and places five or ten 
toes over its end (to 
'hang five or ten’). Again 
care is needed since too 
much forward move¬ 
ment will bury the nose 
of the board in the wave 
and both surfer and 
board will be rotated by 
the oncoming wave. 

The board can be 
turned by moving the 
feet (a 'switch foot’) and 
the body weight to the 
left or right so that, with 
a pronounced lean, that 
side of the board will be 
depressed in the water. 
The speed of the turn: 
will depend on the 
amount of drag pro^ 
duced by the surfer's 
transference of weight. 
There are‘ many varia¬ 
tions 'of turn; for exam¬ 


ple, a slow turn can be 
combined with a slide, a 
fast turn can blend into 
or be followed by a slide. 
In fact, a skilled surfer 
can criss-cross up and 
down the wave’s forward 
face all the way to shore. 

For a straight-wave 
ride, the surfer stands 
with flexed joints in a 
relaxed stance with one 
foot either side of the 
lateral and longitudinal 
centre line. A surfer who 
prefers to ride with his 
right foot forward is cal¬ 
led a ‘goofy footer’. It is a 
matter of personal pre¬ 
ference whether the feet 
are sideways or diago¬ 
nally along the length of 
the board, but the centre 
of gravity of the surfer 
will be shgh^ astern erf 
a point w^re th^ lateral 
line blseote the longitur 
dinal line.-. 

To finlsfa a ndto,' the 
surfer needs to stali. 
forward speed Of i the 


board if he is to alight 
safely and still keep con¬ 
tact with the board. If he 
finishes his ride in the 
prone position he edges 
his body backwards to 
the stern of the board, 
rising on to his knees 
and then into a sitting 
position. With the stern 
of the board deep in wa¬ 
ter and hie legs forming 
a sea anchor the board 
will stall and the wave 
will pass shorewards. 
Alternatively, for a fas¬ 
ter stop, the prone sur¬ 
fer can pull himself for¬ 
ward and, while holding 
the forward rails, slide 
his body off into the wa¬ 
ter, drawing the board 
off its forward track. 

To ‘kick out', the sur¬ 
fer edges to the back of 
the board, in order to 
stall its fbrward move¬ 
ment. Then, by a shai^ 
turn. he. kicks the board 
otit of its forward move- 
n^t. 

plwtogr^Ks by Tomn^ Hied^ 








HYDERABAD 

SAAR€ Baxlminton 

A s expected, India made a clean 
sweep of all the titles that were 
at stake during the inaugural 
SAARC Badminton Tournament 
at the Lai Bahadur Indoor 
Stadium which concluded 
recently. 

With four of five finals being an 
Indian affair, the host nation 
romped home with four titles 
while assuring themselves of the 
fifth too, when Uday Pawar and 
Madhumita Bisht beat Uday 
Weerakoon and Sriyani Deepika 
of Sri Lanka 15-10, 15-8 in the 
mixed doubles. 

India also bagged the men and 
women team titles to claim all the 
prizes of the Tournament. 

The men singles final was a 
one-sided affair and Vimal Kumar 
staved off a late scare from Harjeet 
Singh to win 15-2,17-14. In the 
■first game. Vimal dominated the 
proceedings, but in the second 
game. Harjeet put up a good fight. 


Vimal led 6-12 in the beginning 
but Harjeet showing good reflexes 
came back to catch up at 1 all 
Harjeet led 14-12 before Vimal 
levelled at 14-14 However, as the 
match went into extra points, 
Vimal executed some fine shots 
and clinched the issue 
However, in the Women’s 

Madhumita Bisht receiving the 
trophy for the overall team 
championships 


Prakash Padukone receives the 
trophy for the overall team 
championships from Rama 
Rao, the Chief Minister of 
Andhra Pradesh 

singles, Seema Hliandari 
overthrew top scetl M;idhumita 
Bisht12-11, 14 11,11-6 in a 
match which went hay-wiro for 
Madhumita Tlio lop seed seemed 
to be off-colour and made 
unforced errors on which Seema 
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I capitah.vd Maciliuniita’e smaslies 
! and riiu- placcimonta whioh had 
j Rr/e)i htT victorie.s jn the earlier 
Uau rhuneiits was not always on 
; ta rpet, while Scenia playing in a 
I deterniinod manner with full 
i concentration and managed to 
j pull off a superb victory over her 
opponent 

! In the men’s doubles final, 

I Prakash Padukone and Uday 
! Pawar defeated Vimal Kumar and 
I Vikram Singh The winners 
I showed good combination and on 
j several occasions Prakash drew 
I loud applause for his control and 
delicate touch at the net Vimal 
and Vikram on the other hand got 
into a few niix-ups and finally 
paid the penalty Pi-akash and 
Pawar won at 15-13, 15-7 
In the women’s doubles final, 
Sudha Padmaiiabhan along with 
Madhumita Bisht provided the 
j delicacy that was being awaited. 

! Both of them put up a fine display 
and defeated Malhka Barua and 
Deepti Thanekar 17-16, 16-7 
In the mixed doubles final, the 
only one in which foreign players 
came on the scene were the Sri 
Lankan pair Uday Pawar playing 
a second consecutive match along 
with Madhumita Bisht defeated 
Uday Weerakoon and Sriyani 
I Deepika 15-10, 15-8 The Sri 
Lankan pair put up a good show 
which was worth 
witnessing None of the visitors 
from Pakistan or Sri Lanka scared 
the host nation The whole 
tournament looked like a national 
I tourney 

I TheChief Minister of Andhra 
j Pradesh gave away the prizes, 
j which included a trophy named 
aftet the late Syed Modi 

L. Ashli 

_ CH ANDIGARH 

State Tennis 

R ank 1-^1) fifth m the country, 
Nari-iuiranath of Andhra 
Pradesh lived up to his reputation 
by winning the men's singles title 
with an authentic victory over 
Rafi Farooqui of 
Britannia-Amritraj Tennis 
Academy in the Chandigarh State 
Open Lawn Tennis 
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Narendranath, winner of the 
men’s singles 


Championship 

Playing like a professional, 
Narendranath, with brilliant 
strokes and volleys and lobs, 
defeated 16-year-oId Farooqui 6-1, 
7-6, the second set was decided via 
the tie-breaker. 

Farooqui, who lost to an 
experienced player in the men’s 
final, however established himself 
as champion in the under-18 
category. The BAT player, who is 
ranked 10th in the country in the 
under-18 section exhibited his 
skill while downing Deepak 
Gehlot 6-1, 6-2 

Eleven-year old Sahiba Chadha, 
a product of the Chandigarh Lawn 
Tennis Association, did the city 
proud by claiming two crowns. On 
the final day of the 
championships, Sahiba Chadha 
won the girls under-14 title. She 
had earlier claimed the girls 
under-12 crown. Her opponent in 
both the finals was Arathi 
Ponappa of Karnataka. In the 
under-14 final, she went down 






\ 
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Sahlbha Chadha receivings the 
trophy from Mrs Maya Ray 

fighting to Sahiba 7-6 (7-4), 5-7, 
3-6 and in the under-12 final, the 
Karnataka player was beaten 7-6 
(7-5), 4-6, 6-4. The second final 
was full of fluctuating fortunes. 

Seventeen year-old Neeth 
Deviah cornered glory in the 
women and girls under-18 
section. She won both the titles. In 
the girls under-18 final, Deviah 
pulled off a big surprise by 
shocking hot favourite auid 
winner of the Karnataka, Tamil 
Nadu, and Orissa tournaments, 
VinathaMadhav 6-3, 1-6, 4-6 
Earlier on her way to winning 
the women’s crown, Neeth Deviah 
had shocked top seed Manisha 
Mehta 7-5, 7-6, i-3 and in the 
final, she upstaged second seed 
Bela Pandit 3-6, 6-2. 6-3 
Top ranked Jaideep Shetty 
justified his seeding by winning 
the boys singles under-12 title. In 
the final, he beat second Parveen 


Kumar 6-1, 6-3. 

The men’s doubles title was won 
by Narendranath and K.P. Balraj 
who defeated Chandigarh’s 
Pankaj Monga and Sherbaljit 6-1, 
6-3. 

Despite a cash award of Rs 
25,000 and incentives in the shapie 
of diet scholarships to juniors, the 
tournament had failed to attract 
top players of the country Mrs 
Maya Ray, wife of the Punjab 
Governor, Mr Siddhartha 
Shanker Ray, distributed the 
prizes. The tournament was 
sponsored by National Fertilisers 
Limited. 

Parveen Kashyap 


_ MADRAS _ 

Junior Cricket 

I T is not only in Bombay that 
there are prodigious teenagers 
getting double and even triple 
hundreds. Aashish Kapoor, a 
17-year-old first year student in 
the Anna University here, wrote 
himself into the record books in 
December by getting a triple 
hundred while playing for Tamil 
Nadu against Goa in the semi final 
of the Ghulam Ahmed Trophy 
(under-19) Cricket Tournament. 

In getting 304, Aashish not 
only became the first Tamil Nadu 
batsman to make a triple hundred 
in representative cricket at any 
level, but also climaxed what was 
for him a superb run of tall scores 
During the 1988-89 season. 


Aashish Kapoor: a triple hundred 





i 


Aashish has been the State’s most 
successful young batsman 
scoring centuries in various 
grades of cricket, whether it is the 
two day.league, while playing for 
Southern Petrochemical 
Industries C]!orporation or while 
representing the State in 
under-22 and under-19 
tournaments. In fact in the two 
matches he played prior to getting 
the triple hundred, Aashish got 
194 and 137 while representinjf 
the city’s under-19 team against 
the districts. 

Aashish’s talent first became 
evident while he was at St. Mary’s 
High School and this talent 
blossomed when he shifted to 
Santhome High School. Very keen 
on the game, Aashish spent hours 
at the nets, content just to bowling 
to senior cricketers. Son of a local 
businessman Rakesh Kapoor, 
who has given Aashish all 
encouragement, the young lad is 
certainly the most exciting 
batting prospect in the State since 
K. Srikkanth 

Aashish has already impressed 
knowledgeable observers of the 
game. “He has an excellent 
temparament,” says former State 
and South Zone medium pacer 
Bharath Kumar, now chairman of 
the State’s junior selection 
committee. “He has the will to go 
for big scores In the match 
against Goa he could have thrown 
away his wicket once he got past 
the century mark But he just 
kept going on and on. This is a 
quality one associates with the 
Bombay school of batting and is 
very rarely seen in this State, or 
even the South". 

His approach is best exemplified 
by some statistics associated with 
that innings. For his 304, Aashish 
batted seven hours, faced 354 
deliveries and hit 24 boundaries 
and a six He shared in a record 
408 runs stand with J. Ramdas, 
who got 136. Aashish was third 
out at 475 in the 118th over. 

"He is ready for the Ranji 
Trophy squad right now,” says 
Bharath Kumar. But it is doubtful 
whether the State selectors, 
traditionally very safe and 
conservative in their approach, 
will oblige. 

PartabRamchand 
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"How do \ 


get taller?" 


L ike we’ve done 
earlier, we’re tak¬ 
ing a week off 
from the usual 
! trend to answer ques- 
! tions that have come in 
I Soumit Das has written 
I in from Balurghat 
asking what he can do 
about increasing his 
height. Well, Soumit, 
you’ve told us that 
i you’re just 16 years old 
So there’s no real need 
for you to get worried 
about your height. The 
average Indian grows in 
I height till he is 18 or so 
I You’ve got more than 
,{ two years to go. But in 
j the meantime there are 
I some exercises that you 
j could do 

! The first thing to 
I accept when talking ab- 
1 out height increaseis that 
I there is no proven exer- 
I cise or medicine to make 
i you taller. Otherwise the 
I world would be full of 
I six-footers! What we can 
I do. however, is help the 
1 bones to grow and there- 
; by gain a few inches To 
j do this, we have to first 
! work on nutrition You 
I have to supplement your 
’ diet with calcium-- 
. that'll make your bones 
I stronger and hopefully a 
I little bigger. (For more 
I details on calcium see 

I Ik)\) 

j Aw for the exercises 
that could help, any¬ 
thing that stretches 
.your spine should do the 
trick Tty toe-touchmg 
that's one that'll work 
the spinal column It'll 
^ also trim your turn down 
in the process You 
^ could also try hanging 
r from a bar Just grab 
} hold of a bar that’s 
j strong enough and place 



the full weight of your 
body on your hands. 
While that will streng¬ 
then the larms and 
shoulders, the sheer 
weight of your body will 
place a downward press¬ 
ure on your spine too. 

Here’s another tip. 
Stand against a wall (not 
the living room one or 
you’ll have your Dad 
screaming in anger) and 
slide your palms -up 
along the wall till you’re 
standing on your toes. 
Reach as high as you 
can C’mon, stretch it 
out Then make a mark 
at the point where 
you’ve reached. Now try 
and get a little higher 


every day. Don’t cheat 
yourself it’s your height 
that we’re dealing with 
anyway. So make a hon¬ 
est effort to get higher 
than you’ve done on the 
previous day. 

Hope that gets you a 
little taller, Soumit. Try 
these exercises for some 
time and update us on 
your progress. 

The next question 
thrown at us comes com 
es from two bodybuild¬ 
ing enthusiasts in 
Guwahati Saif Rahman 
and Debajit Goswami 
have written in asking 
about exercises that will 
give them a body to be 
proud of. Saif, you ha¬ 


ven’t given us any de¬ 
tails about your age so 
it’s toughr to prescribe 
exercises for you. Deba¬ 
jit, on the other hand, 
has mentioned that he is 
just 13 years old. While 
that’s rather young to 
start thinking about 
bodybuilding, it’s about 
the correct age to start 
taking care of your 
body. 

We don’t know if you 
two guys have been fol¬ 
lowing the fitness col¬ 
umn of late but we’ve 
gone through a series of 
articles where we serial¬ 
ised Mike Mentzer’s 
'views on the basics of 
bodybuilding. If you 












I have been following it, 
i then there’s not much 
more that we can tell 
you about basic body¬ 
building. The more de¬ 
tailed aspects need only 
be knoWn once you’ve 
attained a certain level 
of build. 

But taking into 
account Debajit’s age, 
we would like to suggest 
some basic—very basic— 
fitness exercises that 
will give you a 
framework you can put 
k to good use later. Deba- 
I jit, any free-hand exer- 
I cise (that’s stuff that you 
■ do without the use of 
any gadgets or weights) 
is good for you. But at 
your age, it’s stretching 
exercises that you 
should be concentrating 
on. Thirteen, or even fif¬ 
teen for that matter, is 
too young an age for the 
muscles to gain bulk. 



Therefore the best thing 
to do is tone them nicely 
by stretching regularly. 
Once you have got used 
to the idea of exercise, 
slowly move onto exer¬ 
cises like push-ups, 
squats and sit-ups. Then 
only should you consid¬ 
er going into anything 
heavier. 

Now, just in case you 
two haven’t been with us 
for the last month when 
we dealt with bodybuild¬ 
ing, we’ll try and give 
you a few pointers in one 
of our forthcoming in¬ 
stalments of the fitness 
column. 

The last letter that we 
will deal this week is 
from Rajatendu Sengup ■ 
ta. He wants to know 
where he can get his 
hands on bee pollen. We, 
at the fitness column, 
had talked about how 
bee pollen could be a 
natural substitute for 
steroids. While we agree 
that it’s worth a try, Ra¬ 
jatendu, we’d also sug¬ 
gest that you get a doc¬ 
tor to check you out 
first. There are cases of 
people being allergic to 
bee pollen and you 
wouldn’t want to find 
that out afterwards, 
would you? 

As for the availability 
of bee pollen, we can’t 
give you any specific 
address but any sort of 
health store that deals 
with health food should 
stock it. Try your luck at 
the health food shops in 
Calcutta while we do a 
little research on this. If 
and when we get more 
news on this, we’ll let 
you know. 

Readers are welcome 
to write in to "The Fit¬ 
ness Column’ with any 
queries they may have 
on ‘ fitness. Relevant 
questions will be 
answered in this 
column. 


What is calcium ail about? 

C alcium is vital for a healthy body. Not only 
does it play an important role in the growth 
of teeth and bones, it also acts as a metabolic 
regulator that aids normal blood clotting, 
nerve and muscle function, hormone secretion 
and enzyme activation With this in mind, we 
should make a conscious effort to ensure that 
we get enough calcium in our daily diet. 

Milk is the best source of calcium in a 
normal diet Even byproducts like cheese and 
yoghurt (dahi) supply the body with calcium, 
apart from other minerals and vitamins If 
you’re not into milk, then try and get your 
calcium from green leafy vegetables like amar- 
anath (cholai), fenugreek (methi) and drum¬ 
stick leaves (saijan patta) Root vegetables like 
tapioca (Simla aalu) are rich in calcium too. For 
the non-vegetarians, fish is a good calcium 
source Sardines and salmon being especially 
rich m calcium 

HMM Ltd , the makers of Horlicks, recently 
put together a paper which aims at increasing 
the Indian awareness'about the role of calcium. 
In that, they say ‘The body’s requirement of 
calcium varies at different stages The Nutri¬ 
tion Expert Group of the Indian Council for 
Medical Research recommends a minimum 
daily intake of 0.04 to 0.06 grams of calcium 
by adults and 1 0 gram by growing children 
and pregnant and lactating women’ They also 
gave a table (reproduced here) which listed the 
calcium content of some common items in the 
Indian diet 


CALCIUM CONTENT 
(mg/100 gm) 

120 


NAME OF THE FOOD C 

1 Milk (cow’s) 

2 Whole milk powder (cow’s) 

3. Skimmed milk powder (cow s) 

4, Milk (buffalo’s) 

5 Processed cheese 
6. Cottage cheese (cow’s milk) 

7 Cottage cheese (buffalo milk) 

8 Bengal gram (whole) 

9 Rajma 
10 Almonds 
11. Dry coconut 
12 Methi leaves 

13. Curry leaves 

14. Turnip greens (shalgam ka saag) 

15. Cumin seeds (zeera) 

16 Coriander seeds (dhaniya) 

17 Ganth gobi greens 

18 Shrimp (small, dried) 


(Source National Institute of Nutrition, Indian Council of 
Medical Research) 
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IN DECEMBER, CALCUTTA HOSTED TWO MAJOR TENNIS 
TOURNAMENTS, THE BENGAL STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS 
AND THE EAST INDIA CHAMPIONSHIPS. THE 
TOURNAMENTS, THE LATTER, EXTREMELY WELL 
ORGANISED, WERE UNIQUE BECAUSE ALMOST ALL THE 
TOP INDIANS WEtiE PRESENT: ZEESHAN ALI, ENRICO 
PIPERNO, NANDAN BAL. MARK FERREIRA, KG RAMESH 

AND THE BAT BOYS 


mF he ever came to 
•• |niy club and 
I asked for a 
Mgame, I’d ask 
him to sit down and wait 
for some of the older 
men to knock around 
with” My colleague was 
hardly being dispara¬ 
ging about young 
Gaurav Natekar, he was 
merely voicing his ini¬ 
tial reaction, For, off 
court Gaurav Natekar 
bears absolutely no re¬ 
semblance to a tennis 
player 

Only 16, polite and 
unassuming, it is his 
physical slightness 
which strikes you im¬ 
mediately The upper 
body is frail, which is 
fortunate, for his un¬ 
gainly stilt thin legs 
seem incapable of bear¬ 
ing a heavier burden. 
The weed thin arms, 
hang awkwardly from 
his slim shoulders and 
are devoid of any sort of 
muscle. But he 

smiles like a choirboy, 
thinks with demonic 
speed and plays stun¬ 
ningly beautiful tennis 

“Mecir” whispered the 
same colleague A 
tremendous exaggera¬ 
tion no doubt. Still, 
young Natekar’s sinewy 
grace and fluent shot¬ 
making certainly has 
shades of the great 
Czech's game. If there is 
a further similarity it is 
that both function main¬ 
ly on rhythm. So Nate¬ 
kar, while visually 











Was entertaining as usual because he plays 
sensibly and within his limitations If he wan’t 
making off the cuff remarks he was indulging 
in gentle but obvious gamesmanship He 
played sustained courageous tennis to defeat 
Nandan Bal in three sets at the Bengal State 
final, but then was too slow and error prone 
against Natekar in the East India 
Championships. 

Like always, here too he was a difficult 
player to beat 
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He once admitted his idol was Boris Becker, 
and it certainly reflects in his game All raw 
power. A BAT boy, this 15-year-old smacks the 
ball with enthusiasm and abandon, all made 
possible by a superior physique. Strong for his 
age and a swift agile athlete, Leander’s Marine 
crew cut and fierce eyes make him appear 
rather formidable. 

A semi-finalist at the Bengal State 
Championship (men’s) he lost to the 
experienced Piperno. His game requires more 
variety and no doubt he will learn to harness 
his power. He runs repeatedly around his 
backhand, which really is not all that 
bad . .perhaps just a mental block 

For 15, he shows good promise and is always 
exciting to watch on grass. 
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Nandan Bal beat Zeeshan Ali in the East ~ 

India Champioships final. A rather intriguing • 
result if anything • 

Bal, unfit and clearly overweight was 
probably contemplating retirement and 
coaching, after Natekar nearly beat him. The 4 
point was further driven home when Piperno > 

beat him in the Bengal State final. But 
although slower, his net instincts are excellent ^ 
as are hie speedy sliced serves. , 1 

Zeeshan, on the other hand, returning after 1 

a successful Ja^an Satellite tour was ^ 

playing well.. .appearing improved in every ^ 

department, of the game. His backhand.. ' ». 

disappear^ in theiinal. ant^when he is down 
he has a tendency to chcdce. Unfortunately, he 
is under pressure when he plays in India, as • . 

everyone expects him to win All his matches. . 
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Natekar after his win 
over Piperno 

attractive e(ten loses ins 
effc=!cti veneas if liis 
rhythm la epset. 

This was b('st exempli¬ 
fied by his two matches 
against Nandan Hal At 
the Roiigal State. Nate- 
kar’.s control, especially 
over the topspin reduced 
Bal to confu.sion and de¬ 
spair, but dismayed by 
losing the match after 
being 4-3 up in the third 
set It was really his 
match Then at the East 
India Champiqjiships, 
Natekar, unable to find 
his timing on his 
grou ndstrokes, was 
slammed by Bal in two 
quick sets His explana¬ 
tion after the game was 
two words. “No 
rhythm " 

A mat nr mg BAT boy, 






he reached the semi¬ 
finals of both tourna¬ 
ments, which was im¬ 
pressive considering the 
opposition, receiving a 
standing ovation from 
the crowd when he upset 
Enrico Piperno after 
being a set down A per¬ 
formance which promp¬ 
ted Akhtar Ah to say, 
“I’ve always believed he’s 
a very fine match 
pla,yer ” 

Like his father Nandu 
Natekar, the famous 
badminton player, 
Gaurav brings a re¬ 
freshing originality and 
intelligence to his game. 
In the midst of some con¬ 
ventional strokeplay, he 
will suddenly be inven¬ 
tive, totally altering the 
tempo with a hissing 
drop shot or a casually 
slipped in dink shot. His 
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lobs, gently disguised, 
rise in silken deadly 
arcs, but alas are either 
too frequent or erratic 
In all, an interesting re¬ 
pertoire of shots, and ex¬ 
perience will bring grea¬ 
ter sense in shot selec¬ 
tion 

Practice and time will 
being strength, sharpen 
his net instincts and im¬ 
prove his serve. The one 
terribly glaring inade¬ 
quacy he has though, is 
the complete absence of 
a one handed backhand 
slice 

To emphasise its im¬ 
portance, I can do no 
better than quote 
another double fisted 
backhand player. Mats 
Wilander; “Over the 
years I have develofied a 
one handed slice back¬ 
hand that adds a whole 


Gaurav Natekar (facing 
page) brings a refreshing 
originality and 
intelligence to his 
game.-.the sudden need 
to be inventive 


new dimension to my 
game (This was be¬ 
cause) I found I didn’t 
always have the time to 
hit a two hander with 
topspin on faster sur¬ 
faces It’s easier to hit 
than my topspin back¬ 
hand because I don’t 
have to bend my knees 
as much or use as much 
effort with my upper 
body to drive the bal- 
1 it’s a good shot to use 
defensively if an oppo¬ 
nent IS pushing me 
around in rallies (it 
has also become an 
offensive weapon) as I’m 
using my slice bai^khand 
on approach shots ’’ 

On Calcutta grass, 
Natekar was uncomfort¬ 
able when stretched 
wide on the backhand or 
when the ball came in 
low and fast 

Natekar is not without 
his critics here, who can 
cite a 1001 reasons why 
he won’t make it. Which 
of course is much easier 
than saying he will He 
is a very likeable young 
man with very fine ta¬ 
lent. And for now. that 
will suffice. 

Rohtt Brijiiath, Calcutta 




They have been bracketed together because 
not enough was seen of them 
Ferreira, improved from last year, lost 
needlessly to Nandan Bal in their East India 
match. He was up 5-2 in the first set 
tiebreaker, then double faulted and let it slip 
afvay, 

Faipooqui, a ni^ guy vrith a beaming smile 
plays frenetic hard tennis, and like the tall 
strapping Ismail performed well in the Under 
18 section. 
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EASTERN INDIA EQUESTRIAN 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

Riders 
Of ALost 
Art 










T he weather was 
perfect. The 
crowds large. And 
the competition 
stiff. The Charminar 
Challenge Eastern India 
Equestrian Cham*, 
pionship held oh the 
sprawling Tollygunge' 
Club (Calcutta) grounds 
was an oocassion for 
yoimgsters and veterans 
alike to display their 
horsemanship. The best 
under-16 rider coming 
up as the Sub Junior 
National Champion 
while the best under-21 


rider won the tag of 
Junior National Cham¬ 
pion. The older 'riders in 
the fray fought it out for 
Eastern Indian honours. 

This was the Hrst time 
that the Junior and Sub- 
Junior Nationals were 
held in conjunction with 
the Bastem<4ndia Cham¬ 
pionships. With the 
Equestrian Federation 
of India (EFI) deciding ' 
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on this, it wasn’t sut* 
prising that the organis* 
era were suddwUy In- 
nundated with a record 
number of entries. All of 
which ‘was well coped 
with, ■ 

After four days of hec¬ 
tic show jumping, tent 


and controlled 
dreasSge—during which 
lovers of horseflesh re¬ 
velled in the excellent 
entries from PBO, eiat 
Cavalry. RVC, ASC, 
BSF, Eastern Command. 
IMA. NDA. Artillery 


Cwitre" -(NMk)V iAdaasA 
Rifles. MMP Biha^ and 
the Wost Bengal podbe—, 
Manu. Oodara 'waa 
selected the National' 
Junior EquOstrian 
champion while Uday 
kalaan was the Sit)!}- 
Junior National oham- 


pioa. 
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The Dressaf^e event in progress 
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Kepi Purie and Salim 
clear the brick-wall 
^Stacie in tlie Sub 
,Jimior National Show 
Jumping event 
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round to become the 
champion 

Another Ahluwaha— 
Jolly, this time—won 
the Have-A-Gamble 
event while Major G M, 
Khan (ASC) won the 
Hickstead Event Also in 
the winning act was Ris. 
Milka Singh (President’s 
Bodyguard) who dis¬ 
played consistency over 
two rounds to emerge 


victorious in the 
Charminar Challenge 
Eastern India Show 
Jumping Competition. 

If the riders enjoyed 
their moment in the sun, 
it was only right that the 
horses got their share 
too And it was Col Tol¬ 
ly’s Scottish Law that 
stood regal as it was 
awarded the Best Horse 
of the Show prize. 

Pholographs UlpalSorkar 






SPOT REPORT 


DURAND SOCCER 

BSF Secure The Title 


E ast Bengal's jmx of not 
winning a major tourna¬ 
ment continues for the 
second successive year. Fac¬ 
ing a young Border Security 
P^orce (BSP''), which had not won a 
major all-India trophy since 1981, 
in the final of the 1988 Durand 
tournament. East Bengal's mis¬ 
fortunes continued to haunt them 
They had to play the final without 
Bhaskar Ganguly (groin strain) 
while Tarun Dey (fractured right 
arm) and Bikash Panji (swollen 
knee) played tentatively Their 
bench strength being inadequate, 
East Bengal lost 2-3 to BSP', a 
team they have beaten twice before 
this season 

So, like in 1987, East Benj^-al 


have won just the Calcutta league 
and the Airlines Cup in 1988. 


However as senior player and for¬ 
mer international, Bhaskar 


Ganguly indicated, “this year is 
slightly better, we reached the 
finals of three major tourna¬ 
ments, the DCM, Rovers and 
Durand, though sadly we finished 
runners-up on all three occasions 
Last year, we did not play the final 
of any major tournament. 
Durand, DCM, Rovers Cup, IFA 
Shield and Federation Cup, a re¬ 
cord in the illustrious history of 
the club " 

East Bengal’s dismal run con¬ 
tinues in spite of having the best 
striker in the country, the lethal 
Nigerian Chima Okerie In the 
1988 Durand, Chima scored five 
goals—one apiece against ITI, 
Punjab Police and JCT and two 

Mohun Ba,gan's Satyajit 
Chatterjee is tackled by BSF’s 
Radhey Shyam while BSF 
goalkeeper Bibhas Saha stands in 
.readiness 


against Mohun Bagan in the 
semis It IS to Chima's credit that 
every match he scored in. East 
Bengal won. 

The sad fact is that East Ben¬ 
gal's dismal run is because their 
team is disjointed Their midfield 
is makeshift If Bikash Panji is not 
fit, the midfield is non-existant. as 
was evident in the final Coach 
P K Banerjee's attempts to con¬ 
vert Armt Bhadra into a hyperac¬ 
tive defensive medio is not a total 
success with Bhadra distinctly 
uncomfortable in this position He 
is no Sudeep Chatterjee and lacks 
the touch and control to succeed 
in the midfield Younger players 
like Uttam Ghosh and Arup Man¬ 
na have yet to establish their 
credentials in midfield while Arup 
Das missed most of the .season due 
to injury 

The other drawback in East 







! Sishfr Ghosh (MohunBagan) tries 
! to restore parity for his team 

against arch-rivals East Bengal. 

East Bengal eventually won 8-0 

Bengal i.s the reci'uitment of youn- 
; got' players Unlike Mohun 
i Hagan, they do not have adequate 
‘ bench .stieiigth A revealing com- 
j ment wa.s made by Bhaskar 
I Ganguly to thi.s effect “When I 
I joined East Bengal in 1976, I 
i played just four matches in the 
i whole season The other custo- 
i dians in the side, were Tarun Bose 
I and Biswajit Daa. I had to fight to 
I get a place in the side Nowadays 
I young players get East Bengal 
I colours too easily, The fighting 
spirit IS lacking We rarely come 
back to win matches ” It surely is 
the lack of fighting spirit and 
pride in wearing the colours of 
I East Bengal that has led to the 
i dismal record of the past two 
I seasons 

} Unlike East Bengal, champions 
I BSF planned their campaign well 
Coached by former player, Arjun 
Singh, BSF play selective tourna¬ 
ments only They play only the 
I DCM, Durand and Federation 
I Cup So their players are fresh, 

I unlike the stale players of East 
I Bengal or Mohammedan Sporting 
1 who play nearly 100 matches a 
j season Creditably Arjun Singh 
I had a long term plan in develop- 
■ ing talent The nucleus of the 
I Durand winning team was re- 
! cruited way back in 1985. Striker 
i Darbara Singh, top scorer of the 
j 1988 Durand tournament with 
; nine goals, linkmen Avtar Singh, 
i Jaswinder Singh and Kulbir 
Singh, defenders Jagmohan 
j Singh, Radhoy Sham and Harbin- 
dcr Singh, have all been developed 
I over the past three years 

The abrupt withdrawals of the 
Punjab State Electricity Board 
(PSEB) and Mohammedan Sport¬ 
ing deprived the 1988 Durand of 
much glamour PSEB withdrew as 
eight of their players were either 
injured or vu lnns of viral fever 
Ostensibly thrs was the reason 
However it was said that several of 
PSEB's young players, like left 
back Williams, linkmen Madan 
Lai and Yashpal and forwards 
Harjit Singh and Kuldeep Singh 
were seejting transfers to more 
lucrative pastures, like the Calcui- 
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ta clubs The PSEB management 
hence withdrew, as the Durand 
tournament would have been a 
bargaining counter In PSEB’s 
absence, the Bombay Engineering 
Group, Kirkee, a military outfit 
had a surprise entry to Group II of 
the quarter final league 

Group II was weakened as 
Mohammedan Sporting also with¬ 
drew Seeded to the quarter final 
league, their absence meant the 
group was confined to four teams 
only—Mohun Bagan, BSF, BEG 
and local Shastri F C The local 
team, due to internal dissension, 
could barely field a proper squad 
of players So they were used for 
target practise by other teams in- 
the group Competitive interest in 
this group therefore was negligi¬ 
ble The crowds stayed away, as 
there was little entertaining fexjt- 
ball or tension about the quali- 





Iiers, B.S.F. and Mohun Bag-an. 
Group I, with five balanced teams. 
East Bengal, JCT, Punjab Police, 
ITl and lAF had more sustained 
interest.and drew large crowds 

Tournament secretary. Wing 
Cdr K.K Ganguly (retd.) put the 
decline in purchase of season tick¬ 
ets and daily tickets down to the 
backing out of crowd pullers like 
Mohammedans after confirma¬ 
tion. In the 1980s itself, this is the 
third time Mohammedan Sporting 
have withdrawn from the Durand 
tournament, after confirming 
their entry. 

The secretary of Mohamme¬ 
dans, Ibrahim Ali Mollah, com¬ 
plained that his team had to with- 
draw owing to a mis¬ 
understanding about playing 
schedules. He said that his team 
played the final at Vishakapatnam 
on Dec. 17 and were willing to 
start their Durand schedule by 
Dec. 19. Mollah even said that 
they were willing to play on suc¬ 
cessive days, so as not to disturb 
the schedule. 

However the Durand tourna¬ 
ment committee felt this was not 
practical since the semi- final 
dates, including live coverage by 
Doordarshan, had been fixed for 
Dec 24 and 25. The live telecast of 
the semi finals being a major coup 
by the Durand committee and a 
tribute to the prestige of India’s 


oldest football tournament. 

It 18 imperative the AIFF devote 
some time to the conduct of local 
tournaments At present anarchy 
prevails, with local tournaments 
mushrooming rapidly. A calendar 
of important national tourna¬ 
ments, like the Durand. DCM, 
Rovers and IFA Shield should be 
fixed with participation in at least 
three of these competitions com¬ 
pulsory for all the leading clubs 
Especially those which have play¬ 
ed in the Federation Cup 
Selection for the Indian team, 
should be on the basis of a circuit 
of leading domestic tournaments 
The AIFF must act now, otherwise 
club football in India will further 
degenerate into a circus act, with 
some of the top Calcutta teams 
playing round the year Former 
national captain, Bhaskar Gangu¬ 
ly of East Bengal rightly said, 
“when I started my career with 
Mohun Bagan in 1975, besides the 
league we barely played four to 
five tournaments. Now we play 
eight to ten tournaments annually 
plus tournaments for our office. 
So we travel and play constantly, 
with little time to practise or to 
recover from niggling injuries ” 
Mohun Bagan lost their semi¬ 
final 0-2 to East Bengal due to the 

The lethal left foot of Chima 
Okerie strikes again...this time 
against Punjab Police 


absence of guidance. Babu Mani 
remained confined to the left flank 
even with Krishnendu Roy con¬ 
stantly body checking him. If 
Sudeep Chakraborty, a natural 
left winger, and Babu Mani had 
switched flanks constantly they 
could have increased the pressure 
on the East Bengal defence. 
Again, with East Bengal resorting 
to packed defence tactics, Mohun 
Bagan still persisted with crosses 
from the flanks or penetration 
down the centre. Long range 
shots by Sudeep Chatterjee or Pra- 
santa Banerjee could have fetched 
better results Only late in the 
match did overlapping left back 
Alok Mukherjee try a left footer 
from outside the box which just 
missed the mark. Otherwise, 
Mohun Bagan gave the best dis¬ 
play of modern football, with in¬ 
telligent running and subtle 
angular passing. 

JCT lost in the semi final of their 
third successive tournament; hav¬ 
ing lost to Posco Steel club of 
South Korea in the DCM and to 
East Bengal in the Rovers. De¬ 
fence, normally the forte of JCT, 
was a problem as their stalwart 
left stopper back P.&.- Walia was 
unavailable due to injury and 
right back A.S. Bhatia was side¬ 
lined for Gurdial Singh. The ulti- i 
mate blow came in the semis, 
against BSF, when dependable ex- 
international G S Parmar had to 
sit out due to a pulled muscle 

Of the other teams, lAF entered 
the Durand quarter final league 
after a lapse of ten years They 
played spirited football. ITI excel¬ 
led in making attractive moves 
which fizzled out near the box. 
The decline of Muniyappa was felt 
as they lacked a goalscorer. Burly 
winger Fairoze needs to improve 
his control The Punjab oops, a 
hardy and determined outfit, cre¬ 
ated openings with their incessant 
running In spite of a lot of their 
tackling being distinctly unethic¬ 
al and overenthusiastic, they were 
unlucky not to reach the semi 
final, thanks to the contrived 
match between East Bengal and 
JCT in Group 1. Their forwards 
Raj Kumar and Bikram Singh are 
players of good potential, with 
good speed and stamina. 

Novy Kapadia, Naw Delhi 



Photographs Pajesh Kumar 


7T 





I 50 th JUNIOR AND SUB JUNIOR TABLE TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIPS 

j . - 

I Bright Prospects 
For The Future 

The recent table tennis tournament in New Delhi shows a 
wealth of talent in Indian table tennis. Novy Kapadia reports 


M ' ANTU GHOSH 
(Beng'al) and B 
Bhubaneshwar! 
(Tamil Nadu) 
emerged as the brightest 
prospects in the 50th 
junior and subjunior 
national table tennis 
championships Both 
are nearing 14 years of 
age, have good match 
temperament and the 
tunnel vision to succeed 
Rinku Gupta, won the 
junior girls singles title 
for the Raj ku man 
Challenge Cup for the 
third year in a row, a 
rare feat Arup Basak 
annexed the boys 
singles title for the 
Indira Trophy, for the 
first time Arup Basak 
and Rinku Gupta also 
excelled, but they 
merely confirmed their 
potential 

j A trio of junior boys 

I ha ve emerged as the 
prospects for the future. 
Arup Basak is the most 
con.stbtmit He won the 
junior nationals, led 
Bengal to the junior 
boy's team title, for the 
Ramanujan Trophy and 
earlier won the IN TAB, 
Northern India and 
Eastern India titles 
The tall and sinewy 
third seed Arjun Dutta 
of Bengal with his 
whiplash smashes and 

Mantu Ghosh: the find 
of the tournament, she 
lifted the sub-junior title 



forehand top spins, won 
the South India singles 
championship Chetan 
Baboor, whose potential 
was spotted in 1986, is 
now a taller and more 
complete player He won 
the Western India and 
Central India singles 
championships and was 
runner up in the junior 
Nationals These three 
players, have shared the 
six major titles for 
junior boys in India this 
year 

Coached by Jay ant 
Pushilal, the closely 
cropped Arup Basak is a 
class 9 student of 
Shyamabazar School in 
North Calcutta The 
Bengal coach at the 
junior nationals in 
Delhi, predicts a bright 
future for Arup Basak, 
Michael Mullick said, 
“Arup’s fitness, 
temperament and 
backhand control are his 
strong points. He 
creates openings with 
his heavily top spin 
backhand returns and 
quick counters If his 
forehand smashes 
become more lethal, 

Arup could go very far ” 
Like his idol Kamlesh 
Mehta, 16 -year-old Arup 
Basak has a good big 
match temperament. He 
admits thathe never 
gets overawed before an 
important match. In 
both the junior boys 
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singles and the junior 
team championships 
final, Arup Basak 
controlled play and won 
m straight games. 

Rinku Gupta has 
benefited from a 
coaching stint in Japan 
Slim but razor sharp, 
Rinku Gupta has 
greater power in her 
shots now She admits, 
"Now I impart greater 
top spin in my returns 
and my smashes are 
more effective and 
controlled My 
confidence has improved 
and I am selecting the 
right returns to kill ” 

Her personal coach M 
Purania is of the 
opinion, that Rinku 
Gupta’s movements have 
become quicker, which 
has improved her 
consistence Southpaw, 
Rinku Gupta is the 
complete teenaged 
player m India and 
fortunately has parental 
supfiort to pursue a 
career in table tennis 
Rinku’s father pain Rs 
10,000 to import a 
Japanese machine 
which provides a variety 
of serves for practice 
Rinku Gupta is at 
present a cut above her 
age group rivals, A 
Radhika of Kerala and 
P. Archana Rao of 
Karnataka 

Radhika, the well built 
lO-year-old from 
Trivandrum, had come 
with a high reputation. 
She destroyed lesser 
opponents, but always 
succumbed under 
pressure In the junior 
girls team 

championship final, the 
key match was between 
Radhika and 
Bliubaneshwari of Tamil 
Nadu. 

The younger 
Bhubaneshwari, with 
her superb retrieving 
qualities induced her 
older rival into errors. 


Arup Basak: the most 
consistent performance 
throughout the 
tournament 

Again Radhika. though 
top .seeded lost in the 
quarter finals ol the 
junior gn Is singles 
event, to subjunior 
Mantu Ghosh 

Radhika later 
admitted, "I got ten,se in 
the opening games, as 
Mantu had beaten me in 
the team championships 
and so I did not move 
well ” Mantu won. 

21-16. 21-11,20-22, 
21-18 So Radhika must 
improve her 

temperament, if she is to 
succeed at a higher 
level. 

Bhubaneshwari was 
the most improved 
player in the 
championship Though 
she lost to Mantu Ghosh 
in the sub junior final, 
she beat the latter in the 
team championships 
Bhuvaneshwari this 
year won the Northern 
India, Western India and 
Central India sub junior 
girls singles title and 
was runners up to 
Mantu at the INTAB and 


junior nationals 
Her coach,M 
I Murlidharan says the 
slim Bhubaneshwari 
should improve her 
mobility, sluggish 
movements and 
backhand rallies He is 
of the opinion that her 
cro.sscourl smashes and 
backhand counters .ore 
the strong points of her 
game so far 

Just 13 years old, 
Bhubaneshwari has the 
tunnel visum to succeed 
She practises four- hours 
daily She carefully i 

stressed that she wislu's | 

to make a mark in 
intornation.il table 
tennis, not just lie 
content with becoming 
national champion 
Diminutive Mantu 
Ghosh was the find ot 
the tournament A class 
8 student of 

Jyotsnamahi Girls HSS. 
Sihgun, West Bengal, 
Mantu IS remarkably 
composed Bengal 
coaches Micluiel Miillick 
and Manotosh Sikdar 
praised Mantu for her 
variety of strokes and 
apt temperament 
Mantu can adapt her 


game according to her 
opponent’s style of play 
In the sub junior girls 
final. Mantu, at the 
insistence of Michael 
Mulhek, opted for an 
aggressive double flank 
attack Till then her 
game had been baaed on 
sound retrieving and 
deft placement.s Mantu 
confused 

Bhubaneshwari with 
her new strateg.y in the 
fiiiul and won iii 
•straight games 

The championships 
wa.s inai red by the 
callous find indifferent 
attitude of the Table 
Tennis Federation of 
Indi<a(TTFI) 

At the playing arena, 
structures from the 
closing ceremony of the 
Soviet F’estivals of India 
were still present. They 
were i-ernoved as the 
opening day’s play was 
going on, a disturbance 
to the players There 
wore innumerable 
complaints about 
over-aged players 
However, the ITFI and 
the organisers 
maintained a stoical 
silence 
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ALL IN THE GAME 


England’s Loss 

Is Worcestershire’s loss too 


T IJK Test and 
(bounty Cricket 
FJudfd’s (TCCB) 
recent decision to 
make Graeme Hick 
wait till 1991 before 
lie becomes' English 
has affected more 
than the fortunes of 
English cricket It 
has also thrown Wor¬ 
cestershire's plans a 
little out of gear 
Woi'cestershire 
have so far been us¬ 
ing the Rhodesian- 
born Hick as their 
overseas player With 


his c'oming into con¬ 
sideration for En¬ 
glish citizenship, 
they were planning 
on bringing in Viv 
Richards as their 
overseas player s- 
ince Hick was no lon¬ 
ger an 'overseas' play¬ 
er. But those plans 
will have to wait till 
1991 now 

Not that the rest of 
the counties mind 
though. Imagine 
Hick and Richards in 
the same team' 


The Aussies Are 
Playing Music 

To soothe the West Indian beast 

T he World Series Cup triangular cricket 
competition going on Down Under is set¬ 
ting cricketing trends. Not (5nly is it 
presenting ciicketers with their names embla¬ 
zoned across their shoulders—a la American 
Football and baseball—the Pakistan cricket 
team also experienced a new beginning to their 
innings when they went in to try and overhaul 
the West Indian total of 269 for nine. An 
organisational mix-up saw to it that the Pakis¬ 
tani openers faced the deadly West Indian pace 
attack to the strains of the popular hit “I’ve 
Seen Fire and I’ve Seen Rain.” Needless to say, 
the fiery pace of Curtley Ambrose and Co. saw 
to it that they didn’t succeed. 



Unrivalled Buffoonery 

At the top level 

T he Sunday Times (London) raised a smile 
on every face when they published a 
snippet on some of the ridiculous sugges- 
lums that came up at the meeting of national 
Olympic committees at Vienna. Calling the 
people in c harge of sport ‘unrivalled buffcxins’, 
the new.spaper gave its reason for resorting to 
such .strong criticism 

Seems .some* of the topics thrown up for 
diseu.sKion at Ibis meeting were: 

• A separate Olympics for small people and 
tall people 

• Boxing gloves that don’t kncxik people out 
• Effective dope-testing for athletes 
While the first two are plain and simfily 
ridiculous, the last is unbelievable ‘Unrivalled 
buffoons’ they certainly are. tjft' 


Even Steven 

Should That Be Even Kulkarni? 


— 


E ven as Indian 
and English 
cricketing rela¬ 
tions plummet, Indi¬ 
an cricketers playing 
in England are feel¬ 
ing the effects Raju 
Kulkarni, for one, 
was gearing up for a 
season with Annfield 
Plain in the Tyneside 
senior league when 
the club suddenly 
cancelled his con¬ 
tract Supposed to 
play as their club pro, 
Kulkarni now also 
stands to lose his 
playing fees of 
i5,000. 

With the sudden 
cancellation obvious¬ 
ly reeking of revenge 
(to India’s refusal of 
visas for some of the 
English ^ilayers), 
Annfield Plain’s 
Secretary Bob Gar¬ 
diner tried to clear up 
matters by saying 
^Rubbi^. It was 
Although 
l^^lionsorship may be 




forthcoming, we did 
not think it fair to 
keep a player of his 
stature waiting.” 
Then came club 
Chairman Terry Don¬ 
nelly's statement; 
"No, we put it to the 
players and they did 
not think Kulkarni 
fitted the bill as a 
player. It was not 
financial and there 
was nothing political 
about it. 

If this contradiction 
confuses you, im¬ 
agine what it’s doing 
to poor Kulkarni. 





QUESTIONS 

, 1 Which IS the largest Test cricket 

I ground in the West Indies? 

I 2. Which IS the oldest of the English 

! Test cricket grounds? 

■ 3. Richard Hadlee earned a 
distinction in one of his earliest 
first-class matches What was it"? 

4. Which brother and sister have 
both represented England in 
football'^ 

5. For which sport is the Britannia 
Shield awarded? 

6 A goal kick is taken, and the ball 
goes to an opponent player who is 
in an off-side position He kicks 
the ball straight into the net. Is it a 
goaP 

7 What does ‘F K " stand for in the 
name of the football club "F K 

i Austria”'? 

8 What does a "choke lock” mean in 
judo'? 

9 What IS "diagonal draw"? 

10 In which year was the 

International Table Tennis 
Congress asked to vote on the 
question of sponge 
rubber-surfaced bats'? 

ANSWERS 

1. Queen’s Park (Port of Spain, 
Irinidad) 

2 The Oval 

3. He did the hat-trick in his third 
first-class match 

4. Jimmy Seed (Tottenham 
Hotspurs, Sheffield Wednesday) 
and his sister Minnie (Preston 
Ladies’ Football Club) 

5. Amateur boxing (England). 

6. Yes. A player cannot be off-side 
from a goal-kick. 

7 ‘Fussball Klub’. 

8 The person on whom the lock in 
applied IS unable to obtain enough 
air down his windpipe to keep 
breathing. 

9. A type of stroke is canoeing. 

10. 1954. (During the Wbmbley 
Championship). 

Ranjit Ghoa« 


CH^SS 

Chess ha« become more 
sophisticated , but the old maxims 
have not lost their force. In this 
game from the 

Austria-Switzerland match in the 


QUIZ / CHESS / BRIDGE 


1987 MitropaCup White fails to 
develop his Q-side and pays the 
penalty in instructive style. 

White: H. Tltz Black F. Gobot Catalan 

lc 4 Nr 62 M 3 e 63 g 3 d 54 Bg 2 Be 750-0 0-0 

6d4Nbd77ae2c88Rdlb6 

Black has chosen a solid 
formation, White should play 9 
b3. then Nc3. Bb2, Racl and 
prepare Ne5 or e4 
9 Ne5 Nxe510 dxe5 Ng4l 11 Bf4 Bc5 
The safest now is 12 Rf l, but 
White prefers to keep the vis-a-vis 
on the d-file, condemning the Bf4 
to death in the hope that a 
powerful passed pawn at c6 will 
outweigh the loss 
12 e3 f6113 cxd5 txe514 dxc6 01615 Nc3 
Obviously not 1 5 c7 exf4 16 Bxa8 
fxe3 breaking through against 
the king 

15.. .exf416 gxf4 eSI 17 Nd5 Qb418 b3 

Probably White had visualised so 
far and thought that the knight 
must retreat, when 19 fxe5 gives 
three pawns for the piece 

18.. .exf419 Iug4 (3 20 Nr4 
Guarding g2, so that he can 
answer 20 Qxg4 by 21 Qc4-l- 
Kh8 22 c6 with the threat of 23 
Rd8 

20.. .Rxf4121exf4fxg2(21 Qg3or 
Qxg4 does not win out of hand as 
White has 22 Qb3-t-and 23 Qxf3) 

22 003+ Kb8 23 Kx2 0x12 + 24 Kll3 Or 24 
Kh 1 Bxg4 25 Rd3 Bf5 to check on 
e4 

24.. .Bxg4+ 25 Kxg4 0g2+ 26 Kf5 (26 

Kh5 g6+ 27 moves B mates) 

26.. .0.6+ 27 Ke5 ile8+ White resIps 
28 Kd5 Qe6/f7 mate Strange that 
the undeveloped Bc8 should strike 
the final blow as late as the 24th I 
move 


BRIDGE 


Looking- at the deal below, you 
would hardly expect the 
North-South pair to be defeated in 
four spades, would you? 
Nevertheless, the opportunity 
arose during the Hoechst 
tournament in Holland. 


• A 10 7 ( 
K 0 9 8 
O 0 J 5 4 

A Q 


♦ 0 J : 

^ 5 « 3 ? 



♦ b 

A 

O 10 fi ? c 

♦ A J 10 ? 8 7 6 


♦ K 9 8 « 3 
r J 1C •* f 
•0 ». I 

♦ S i 


An .AmericarhCanadian oartnarsfii? was 
oo&osed to Dutch ooDonents, and the bidding 


South 

Wes; 

North 

East 

Ca nnsi' 

Keloei 

Maiov.an 

Men;, ir 


Pass 

2 N 1 | 1 ] 

3 C 7 ,?i 

‘.A, 31 

Par, 

Pa, 

Fa--. 


(1) Forcing spade raise. 
(Ridiculous waste of a 2NT 
response? I agree!) 

(2) To set up a defence against 
four spades. If doubled, he can go 
to four clubs. 

(3) I imagine that this jump to 
game denied slam aspirations 

West duly led a heart and East 
returned the jack of clubs to his 
partner’s king And now West 
led,. a diamond, which would 
break up some partnerships, 

Boris Schapiro 


■ AHA 

■m III 


II iiiai I - nnsiuiin iinirwinn ...iiiwiii 

■ ■ HI 
■ ■ D B 

W ■ B&n 

■jLIBOJIIUIIL 


Beniani Cafferty 
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I N mv pucsuit of'know- 
Icdt/c (") 1 (Mine across 
I two I'uious lads (his 
: week llial went strai{ 4 'li( 

! into iny ineinoiy liHiik 
' 'I'here IS attiially an Au- 
; stialian Ahofifiine t'dlled 
' .losepli N.it 4 -ainbar(,li 
! Diiiimndk Sint^li Yes, 

1 Suiph And (lie second 
I lad was il the weather 
' hnrean predicts drizzle, 

' be pia'parod for the 
I woist 

Mc'lbouriK' has just 
I snllered a torrential 
! downpour, the worst in 
■ two dc'cades, that left a 
i dainagt* bill of several 
million dollars The only 
people who were hapipy 
with that were lire pluin- 
i bers, who earned a 
I month's salar.v in a few 
j days, while cricketers 
I just sat at home and 
moped 

The touring West In¬ 
dies, for example, sat in 
the Hilton and moped, 
denied practice facilities 
anywliere in this city be¬ 
cause of flooding Until 
they decided to strut 
then’ stuff on a tennis 
court, that is 

On oiu' of the indoor 
! practice courts of the 
1 gleaming new natic:)nal 
j Tennis centre at Mel- 
j IxHirne’s Flinders Paik, 
ther’c IS a I’ow of curious, 

I inverted ti-ackshoe 
j marks about a metre up 
‘ the side wall Marks left 
! In theWcst Indies crick- 
■ I team 

FI,inked on one side by 
j .1 tennis coaching class 
I and on 1 lu> othei by end- 
j less lows of assorted 
' mihiaiy unilorms for a 
I weekend miht.iry tattoo. 

the touri.st.s without 
j captain Viv Uichards--- 
I obeyed the ixmimands of 
tc'am fitness advism- De¬ 
nnis Waiglit 

WaiglU, grinning, 
lined them up in tlirc'e 
categc;ries 'Bowlers on 
the baseline, batsmen on 
the service line and man¬ 


agement out of the way 
at the net ” There is a 
moment of indecision 
for Carl Hooper “Call 
yourself an all rounder, 
do y o u ” Laughs 
Waight 'Go stand with 
the management 

Management (Clive 
Lloyd, manager and 
Tony King, assistant 
manager) has done its 
bit Both men have 
already jogged several 
rounds of the courts 
with the players and, 
long after Lloyd had sat 
out. King’s puffing 
j3 r o m p t e d Desmond 
Haynes to call out “If 
that man gets in your 
way, push him over " 
King survives and 
watches, perspiring, as 
the session continues 
Greenidge, not paying 
attention to Waight’s in¬ 
structions, is out of 
synch Haynes, out of 
management's line of 
sight, is cheating In a 
series of short sprints 
back and forth, he de¬ 
liberately Ignores in¬ 
structions to return to 


the line every time He is 
discovered, grins, but 
continues 

Patrick Patterson, 
partnering Greenidge in 
one of the exercises, sees 
the humour in the situa¬ 
tion In a loose blue T- 
shirt that hides his phy¬ 
sique, he laughs at 
Haynes' antics A thick 
gold chain around his 
neck, Patterson looks 
benign , far' removed 
fi'om his intcinationa! 
on-field image 

"Slobs'’’ bellows 
Waight in mock const¬ 
ernation “Get those 
backsides in Imagine 
you're back home ’’ A 
risque gesture illus¬ 
trates the point 

Stretching com¬ 
mences The pairing 
works perfectly in most 
cases, but Curtly 
Ambrose, 211 cm, finds 
himself opposite Gus 
Logie, the tiniest player 
in the side Logie finds it 
understandably difticult 
to drape his arm across 
his partner’s shoulders, 
but pursues his task 


manfully 

Clive Lloyd stretches 
courtside, leaving his 
massive imprint in 
sweat, much to Ton.y 
King’s amusement 
'“What are you two doing 
there on the sidelines'^” 
yells Waight “I m super¬ 
vising Clive,” answers 
King, sidestei)j)ing the 
issue artfully 

The last exercise is 
outside the court ai’ea, 
the team lined up 
against the wall Dujon, 
now a bespectacled tour 
veteran, his beard fleck¬ 
ed with grey to pi-ove it, 
IS inspected a.s ho tne.s 
touching his toes point¬ 
ing heavenward, while 
he lies on his back 
Waight IS satisfied "Not 
bad, not bad, ’ he mum¬ 
bles Dujon, the lingers 
of his right hand out¬ 
stretched towards his 
bootlaces, clenches them 
into a fist but leaves his 
index finger extended in 
derogatory salute 

The exercises over, 
Richie Richardson tne.s 
to drum up siqiport for a 
game of tennis in an 
outside court No one 
pays any attention to 
him Harper, Walsh and 
Arthurton are practis¬ 
ing football drop kicks 
with tennis balls One 
whistles past, perilously 
close to my ear Decid¬ 
ing that there is much 
common sense in the old 
adage “There is glory in 
retreat,” I move out in 
reverse gear Harper's* 
form IS ominous he 
drills the tennis balls 
left-footed, into the side 
netting with unerring 
accuracy 

Greenidge and 
Ambrose, armed with 
rackets, are playing ten¬ 
nis, baseline to baseline 
Ambrose is human, 
vulnerable 

He doesn’t have a 
backhand 

DavM McMahon, Melbourne ^ 
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In a world full of surprises 
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Wtvkoul with the Power Workout. A very 
physical shoe. 

Tough, Gutsy. Powered with stamina. With 
a double density polyurethane sole. 

With a built-in heel stabilizer. Padded collar 
and tongue. Cushioned midsole. Foam 
backed upper. Available in a range of three 
exclusive colours. 

Power Workout. The shoe the pros get 
physical in. The shoe that Power's them on. 
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JOHN MCENROE 


My 



Does superstar-status 
automatically give a 
player the freedom to 
behave badly, defy 
authority and get away 
with it? 
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n There is a group of sportspersons today who do exactly as they please (i.e. 
misbehave) and get away with it. This defiance of authority is usually 
because of their superstar status and the ineptitude of the officials present. 
Raju Mukherjee, Rohit Brijnath, Harsha Bhogle and Rupak Saha look at this 
growing phenomenon in various sports 



/I Chandrashekha- 
who scored the 
fastest century m Indian 
first class cricket has 
become a serious 
contender for a place on 
the West Indies tour. 
Partab Ramchand 
profiles and interviews 
this cavalier batsman. 

M The moment Ben 

ZLI 

disqualified at 
Seoul, all eyes turned 
towards the glamorous 
Florence Griffith Joyner 
who was, they said, 
winning her races too 
easily Was she on drugs 
too? A report 
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Distressing 


F OI{ yiMi s oiir lias bi'cii 
witnoKsiii/;' ,1 lot (j 1' 
t)i rasl bpati'iK^boul. the lack 
of tine sliikt'i’u in Itidiari soccer 
but veny little has been done to 
improve tlie situation Now one 
sees a, distressinp- tendency 
anionp our teams to impoi t 
overseas players and then depend 
on tlieiii complidely for the 
seuriiiKof g-oals 

Kast Jteiipal depeiicis totally on 
Chima f^kerie as thooir main 
striker and an Argentine player, 
Julian Camiiio coni rols their 
midtield play Mohammedan 
Sporlinp looks uji to tlie Nig'erian. 
Chlbuzoi loscoieall their g'oals 
and now Salpaonc'ar, tloa has the 
li'anian Khospavar and the 
Niffi'iian, K/aig’oiii their ranks 
This l,('iidencv has percolated 
down to the IJnivm sity level also 
Our "liome-g'rown " jilayers now 
restrict themselves to 
play-makinp, leaving all the 
scoring’ to the ' phoren ' stars The 
dost playeis, in their anxiety to 
absolve themselves of the blame 
for missed ('hanci's conccntiate 
only on feeding the Okeries and 
the Chlbuzoi s 'fhe result is that 
there is a total bankruptc.y of ideas 
when an Indian player finds 
himself in a st’oring position This 
IS evident in the National 
Championships and in India's 
international matc hes Because 
then, there is no ' phoren' players 
to suppcirt the "desi" players 
Insti'ad of raising the general 
standard cit Indian soccer, thi’ 
ini'hix ol iinpoi ted playei’s which 
IX'gaii a decade ago (with Iranians 
Majat Bhaskar anti Jaiiishid 
Nasii 11 loining Mohammedan 
Spc'i I mgi has only served to 
instill la/iiie.ss ,ind a false sense of 
conipl.u cm amongour players 

PHAK ASIi I ha fa 77 /, 

Kei'Hld 


Congrats Srikkanth! 


MY heart.v congratulations to 
our new all rouiutei 
Krish.aniiiachan Si ikk,intli for 
taking 5 wickets in the 



■Vishakapatnaiii one-dayer It is 
true that Srikkanth was not a 
recognised bowler but the way 
that ht’ bow'leri he made our 
front-hnt' bowlers look 
pedes 1 1 la n 

I also congi atulate the Indian 
team ttir winning the Test senes 
One fervcntlv hopes that we will 
do better in the forthcoming tour 
ot the West Inches 
TAPAN MJSIIHA 
Ghutsiln 


Stepmotherly 


EVER since the debut of the 
dashing Jimmy Amarnath in 
1969, he has been given a 
step-motherly treatment. Though 
the selectors behaviour is nothing 
new, it is really shameful 
Like Amarnath, it was Sunil 


Gavaskar who initially called 
them a ‘bunch of jokers.’ But they 
could not touch him because he 
was Gavaskar and not Amarnath. 

When players like Gavaskar, 
Kapil Dev and Ravi Shastri were 
busy writing their columns, it 
went unnoticed But when it came 
to the turn of Dilip Vengsarkar, 
he was banned unnecessarily for 
six months. Isn’t that a biased 
approach on the part of the 
selectors? 

ARVIND KUMAR. 

Patna. 


Weil written 


THPl article on Kapil Dev by 
Harsha Bhoglo (Spurtsworki. 21st 
December,) was well written The 
interview was topical and came as 
a nice Christmas gift 



As an ardent fan of Kapil Dev, I 
think that he has really not got 
full credit for the wickets that he 
has taken despite the barren and 
dead Indian pitches I think we 
must realise this before criticising 
him 

KUMKUM DASGUPTA. 

Calcutta. 


A Change Needed 


IT is time we have a change of 


4 



game Instead of cricket, we 
should shift the focus to 
"Gulidanda" We can have an 
inaugural game by calling on the 
young Premier Benazir Bhutto 
and her team to play against Rajiv 
Gandhi and his band of 
Parliamentarians for the first 
international “Gulidanda” match 
of 1988 
BS UPPAL. 

Lucknow 


A Keen Contest 


IN the keenly contested Durand 
Cup final between Border Security 
Force and East Bengal, the former 
demonstrated the art and 
technique as to how one’s 
territory can be defended and how 
to cash on the opposing team's 
lapses 

One Uiments for P K Banerjee 
on whom luck hardly smiled 
especially in the final East 
Bangal is no longer the samexoam 
that dominated Indian soccer in 
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the past This season, they have 
depended too much on Chima 
Okerie and m today’s world of 
total football, that is a bad sign 


A word about the television 
coverage There were times when 
the pictures apeared hazy and 
unclear This should be cleared up 
since this is a match that is 
telecast on the national network. 
SHYAMAL GUPTA. 

Burdwan. 


Come on Sushil Doshi! 


SUSHIL DOSHI is a 
commentator with flair but still, it 
is high time that he realised that 
television viwers are not a dumb 
lot 

In the Indore one-dayer, Mr 
Sushil Doshi needlessly went on 
with his verbose banter ball by 
ball He could have left most of the 
‘khubsuraf shots to speak for 
themselves While he is licensed to 
comment on the finer aspects of 
the game, the cricket on screen is 
best judged by the viewers 
themselves 

Mr Doshi, are you listening'^ 
ANDY SENGIJI^A. 

Dimapur 


CsmuA, 6 cotK^ 
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SJipa MONEY 


I f‘i'JiM.L)N’Tl)elieve 
v/iien Uieard it Do you 
' k 111 )W h( )w the Board 
; rejMjted 

i det ades ago after India 
i had Ix’aten New Zealand 
I in a Teat match with an 
I entire day to spare? 

I No, not by hiking the 
I playing fees of the Test 
i players Not with a cash 
I award either 
I But by cutting down 
I the payment for the 
I cricketers in the team 
since the match had 
ended a day before 
schedule. Instead of the 
Rs 250, they now got 
only Rs 200! 


TALKINOOFTEAM 


T aking off from the 
topic of squabbles 
within the Indian 
dressing room, one got 
down to discussing team 
spirit When was it at its 
peak? One senior Indian 
cricketer (sorry, but 
can’t take names as the 
Board will get after him) 
felt that the Indian 
] dressing room was its 
: con vi vial best between 
I 1983 and 1985. Starting 
: from the Prudential Cup 
! victory to the Rothmans 
i one in Sharjah two years 
later From the time 
India Ixiwled out West 
Indies for 140 to when it 
, bundled Pakistan out foi 
j 87 T i hink the boys got 
I along h*i8t around that 
1 time Besides, the team 
had the uncanny knack 
of pull ing off upsets in 
hopeless situations.” 

St*euis a really long 
time ago 



A re the Indian 
cricketers 
underpaid*^ 

One should ask 



Bishen Bedi. “They are 
pretty well paid when 
you take their 
performances into 
account,” he feels. But 
hastens to point out the 
imbalance between the 
payments made in Teste 
and in first-class cricket 
in the country, "It is 
lopsided,” he attacks. 



Bishen Bedi; “Our 
orioketers are pretty 
well paid” 


"Which is why most Test 
players do not appear 
keen to play Ranji 
matches. In our day 
things were different. 
We played as many 
first-class matches 
within the country as 
Test matches. These 
days the players 
complain of too many 
matches and staleness; 
let me teU you that my 
tickets had not been 
booked by the Nagpur 
cricket officials back to 
Delhi after the unofficial 
Test against Sri Lanka 
in the mid-Seventies. I 
was stuck but managed 
it back in the luggage 
compartment of the 
first-class section. As 
soon as I reached Delhi I 
had to take a bus out to 
Chandigarh to 


participate in a 
first-class match. How 
many of our present-day 
superstars would have 
done this?” 


OVERCAPACITY 


J UST as well the 
one-day match 
between India and New 
Zealand at Jammu was 
rained off The rumour 
is that 55,000 tickets 
had been sold against 
the stadium capeity of 
40,000. Since one of the 
conditions printed on 
the ticket was that there 
would be no refund 
under any 

circumstances, the J & 
K Association made a 
massive 

killing—without a ball 
being bowled! 



M OHINDER is on the 
front foot again. In 
his reply to the 
showcause issued by the 
Board, Amarnath has 
through his lawyer 
Haresh Jagtiani 
defended not only his 
calling the selectors 
‘jokers’ but attacked the 
contract signed by the 
cricketers as ‘unfair, 
one-sided and 
vinreasonable’. 

Amarnath had been 
asked to explain why he 
had called the selectors a 
•bunch of jokers’ and 
why he had reported the 
one-day matches of the 
India-New Zealand 
series for Dev Features. 

Amarnath replied: "In 
calling the selectors a 


bunch of jokers, 
Amarnath has neither 
committed an act of 
indiscipline nor violated 
any contactual terms. 
The showcause notice is 
silent on the 
infringement or 
impropriety on the part 
of Amarnath in using 
the phrase. The BCCI 
grievances are not 
specific.” 

Amarnath added “The 
background in which 
the alleged offending 
words were uttered are 
neither in the nature of 
an insult nor were they 



Amarnath: “The alleged 
insult (‘Jokers’) was not 
in the nature of an 
insult” 

said contemptuously, 
nor calculated to injure 
the sensibilities of the 
selectors.’’ 


WHAT A TOUR! 


N OW that the New 
Zealand series is 
over, the complaints are 
pouring in Not against 
the tourists. But against 
the Indians themselves, 
SK Sham wrote in the 
Indian Post that the 
Indian players refused 
to play the match in 
Indore. The New 
Zealand players did not. 
Thousands gatecrashed 
the Motibaug Ground in 
Baroda and constantly 
invaded,the field. The 
ground conditions were 
so bad that ‘you wouldn’t 
have played a Kanga 
League match there’. 

The toilet facilities for 
the public and the press 
at Baroda were open air. 







The ^Recall Syndrome’ 


Scene former Test 
crJcJceter Dihp 
Sardcsai's flat jij 
Bombay It is late at 
night, almost midnight, 

K nock Knock - 
Knock Knock 
(There is a pause 
and then a voice 
from within the flat) 

Whf) is that‘s 
Please open up We are 
friends and we want to 
meet Dilip urgently 
Nothing doing Unless 
you toll us who you are, 
we arc not opening the 
door 

Okay, okay, it's Raj 
Singh Dungarpurand 
Dilip Vengsarkar 
(There is another pause 
and the door finally 
opens) 

Oh. it's really you But 
Raj, Dihp, what brings 
you here at such a late 
hour‘^ 

Dihp, can we come in 
It's something 
confidential, urgent. 

(They enter the flat) 

Okay, it better be 
important I’ve lost most 
of my sleep 

Look, Dihp,are you 
prepared to go to the West 
Indies next summer‘d Wo 
want you in the team 
And if the answer is 
■yes’, you better get into 
shape 

But Raj, why me? Is it 
some kind of a joke? 

Please. 

not that word! Please help us by agreeing to tour the 
West Indies We need people like you Don’t you 
remember how successful you were when you went 
there in 19'’0-7l? 

But that was 17 years ago, Raj. And I was 15 kgs 
lighter. They did not have a fearsome fast bowling 
battery then' Uiiton Dowe, Shillingford and Holder 
were not on a patch on Marshall, Ambrose, Walsh, 
Patterson and co. But, again why me? 

I want to disprove of that Mohlnder Amamath 
charge that I do not want older players in the team. 
Then why don’t you choose him^ He’s the best in 


busine.ss 

particularly against the 
quickies. 

Ha, not after calling 
me a ‘joker’ We, the 
princes, have memories 
like the elephants We 
seldom forget an insult 
Mohinder is out But 
you can be m. So can, 
Wadekar, Ashok 
Mankad and others 
What about Sunil? He 
retired only recently 
But Dihp here does not 
want him He can get 
along with persona like 
you But not Sunil 
No, thanks, Raj 
Singh I am in no shape 
to tour the West Indies 
But Dilip, don’t worry 
For your sake, the board 
will arrange a 
one-month training 
camp with Dr Ah Irani 
at the helm He will hek 
you into shape 

But I don’t want to be 
licked. And it does not 
look nice going about 
asking ex-playors like 
me to tour the West 
Indies Did you ask 
Sandip Patil’'’ 

(gnashing of teeth) 

Not that uamak haram 
We did go to him and he 
leaked our invitation to 
the press That made me 
a laughing stock 

Do you have to spite 
Amarnath that much by 
inviting Sandip Patil? 

We ai e prepared to do 
anything to keep him 

out of Test cricket How can we succeed without 
help from you people"? 

But I don’t have anything against Mohinder He’s 
a jolly good player 

I see my confidence has been misplaced Having 
done so much for the Bombay players like selecting 
Chandrakant Pandit, this is what I get in return. I 
will now crack the whip over some of the old 
Rajasthan players They shall not refuse to obey m.y 
orders. Come, Dilip, let’s go. 

(The door is shut) 
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THE END OF 



Peter May’s seven-year stint as chairman of 
' England’s cricket selectors was anything but 
j smooth. Matthew Engel analyses the 
; May tenure 


W ELI,, tlie jackals of the 
Pr<'.ss have had tlieir way 
then 'Mr F’lop', The Sun 
called him as Peter May, 

I retreating- rather than i-esigning, 
j left Ins post as chairman of the 
{ England selectors That is a pretty 
I dreadful -way to describe the 
I gi'eatest post-war English bats- 
; man The most dreadful part is its 
j aptness 

I 1 write as a jackal Eor the past 
i seven years much of my waking 
1 life has been spent analysing, in¬ 
terpreting, wondering, worrying, 
i denouncing and occasionally 
! screaming about the decisions 
I marie by May's committee 1 shall 
miss him in a way, his successor 
; may be an affable bloke who pops 
into the Pre.ss-box and has a regu¬ 
lar beer with the lads It will be 
much leas fun attacking .someone 
like *hat 

Much of the criticism May and 
' his lellow selectors have received 
uucloubtedly has been unfair It is 
, alvAiya mueh easier to abuse than 
! choose Saloon-bar and sports- 
' jiag' si'lei'tors, if forced to proj-Xise 
I an .ihei native strategy, often 
i come up with pi'oposals far dottier 
! than .uiythiug the official panel 
I could eontiive F'lequently, my 
I own loudmouthed comments on 
England selections have no doubt 
been based on inferior technical 
knowledge, inaccurate data or 
simple wrong-headedness 
Mr Flop indeed' Could The Sun 
have done any better‘d If thi- Eng¬ 


land ci icket team had been chosen 
throughout the 1980s with per¬ 
fect foresight, it would hardly 
have made a scrap of difference to 
the results England have lost 
Test matches primarily because 
the other sides wore better, not 
because ours was badly picked 
But selectors do have an effect 
in ways more important than 
mere winning and losing They 
set the tone And the e.s.sential fact 
IS quite clear Peter May has been 
a very bad chairman, not merely 
un.successful, but bad Before we 
rush around considering the suc- 


Peter May—enough is enough 




cession it is sensible to pause to 
discuss how the disaster hap¬ 
pened 

No-one could have come into the 
job with more goodwill May was 
appointed, after the horrid Indian 
tour of 1981-82, td replace Alec 
Bedser, who had been man¬ 
oeuvred aside amidst muttenngs 
that the England team’s behaviour 
was declining and required a 
strong man to sort it out The new 
chairman’s first move, though not 
universally popular, was unex¬ 
pected, clear-minded and decisive 
Keith Fletcher was sacked as cap¬ 
tain and Bob Willis installed in his 
place. 

There, however, the clarity en¬ 
ded Inevitably, the chairman of a 
committee has to take responsibil¬ 
ity for decisions which he might 
1 have been against It soon became 





Keith Fletcher (inset and 
sweeping against India, above) 
was Peter May’s first victim after 
the latter took over as chairman of 
selectors 


electors can have 
all sorts of guiding 
principles: Pick the 
players in form! Ignore 
averages and bacic 
class! Go for the 
youngsters! You can't 
beat experience! Give 
the captain the team he 
wants! Perhaps the best 
principle of afl is the 
simpler 

uncompromising one: 
That bloke can |3ay—I 
want him In! 


hard to discern what Peter May 
was actually for. 

Selectors can have all sorts of 
guiding principles' Pick the play¬ 
ers in form! Ignore averages and 
back class' Go for the youngsters! 
You can’t beat experience! Give the 
captain the team he wants! 
Perhaps the best principle of all is 
the simple, uncompromising one; 
That bloke can play—I want him 
in* 

Which of these theories did Pe¬ 
ter May support? After seven 
years, I have not got a clue and 
rather fear that the man himself 
never discovered either On a day- 
to-day basis, the chairman has to 
allow the captain and, these days, 
the manager to have a certain 
latitude But it is the chairman’s 
duty to establish the criteria for 
selection In that, May failed 
hopelessly. 

The fashionable view is that a 
part-time chairman, with commit¬ 
ments outside the game, cannot 
do the job That hideous word 
supremo is heard in the land 
again In fact. May’s remoteness 
could have been a positive advan¬ 
tage There is no harm in a field- 
marshal being Olympian and dis¬ 
tant, if the distance gives him 
perspective and hi.s .staff officers 
are feeding him the right informa¬ 
tion But the field-marshal May 
most resembled was Sir John 
French, dreaming of cavalry 
charges in an ago of ti-ench war¬ 
fare 

The fact that he disliked the 
public relations side of selection is 
not relevant Ma-y is a shy man 
who in his youth expressed him¬ 
self best in his batting 1 can well 
understand his dislike of TV 
cameras and journalists; I 
wouldn't talk to me myself. And 
those England players who did 
manage to get into deep conversa¬ 
tion with him often spoke highly 
of his helpfulness and personal 
warmth 

Unfortunately, very few got the 
chance to discover this side of the 
chairman’s nature. Instead, half- 
a-dozen captains from Keith 
Fletcher to May’s own godson 
Christopher Cowdrey found them¬ 
selves tossed aside without an ex¬ 
planation or, sometimes, a consol¬ 
ing word And half-a hundred 



players were brought in, confused 
and then discarded like dud cards 
in a rummy game. 

On the one hand, the England 
cap has been cheapened as an 
honour because pretty well every¬ 
one who could conceivably have 
been chosen, now has been. On the 
other, county cricket has become 
stuffed-full of ex-England play¬ 
ers, many of them baffled and 
embittered by their treatment 
Cricketers, as a profession, no 
longer have confidence that they 
will be judged fairly This is the 
terrible legacy of Peter May’s te¬ 
nure, not the lost Test matches. 

Peter May is a good man and he 
was a great cricketer But he was 
horribly miscast as chairman of 
the selectors. Pretty well everyone 
within the game knew that from 
about 1983 Yet nothing was 
none Maybe nothing would have 
been done even now if May had not 
suddenly, after seven years, disco¬ 
vered business commitments’. 

I .suppose that when county 
chairmen turn up to TCCB meet¬ 
ings, thc'y are preoccupied with 
the issues ot most immediate con¬ 
cern to their own club and 
whether or not the nonsense will 
be finished for them to get the 
5.22 back home But they mu.st 
bear a heavy responsibility for 
rubber-stamping the Lord’s 
nominations year after year and 
not devoting more time and 


thought to the state of the Eng¬ 
land team. No-one should ever 
again be allowed to hold such an 
impiortant position for seven years 
merely because there did not seem 
to be anyone else 


NomasieMQiiy 


There is no magic remedy for 
the ailments of English cricket 
Only a quack would pretend 
otherwise and I can offer only two 


UCHofthe 
criticism May and his 
fellow selectors have 
receiviKl undoubtedly 
has been unfair. It is 
always much easier to 
abuse than choose. 
Saloon-bar and 
sports-page 
seleetorSf if forced ^ 
propose an alternate 
strategy, often come 
up with proposals far 
dottier than anything 
the officiai panel coiilil 
contrive 


small suggestions for ameliora¬ 
tion Decisions might be more con¬ 
sistent if they emanated from a 
smaller committee—perhaps man¬ 
ager, captain and one other. 

To go along with that, there 
could be assistant selectors, or 
narks May was fond of saying 
that vast numbers of coaches and 
umpires were giving him in¬ 
formation Yet it was hard to find 
anyone who had ever been asked 
anything. So I propose a formal¬ 
ised system of back-up men for the 
selectors; 20 of them maybe— 
umpires, coaches, senior players, 
even the odd journalist perhaps— 
anyone of sufficient standing who 
is permanently on the county cir¬ 
cuit. 

The idea is not that they would 
ever meet in committee. Perish the 
thought But they should be given 
forms and a supply of first-class 
stamps and invited, encouraged, 
even exhorted to send one off 
every time they see something 
significant. 

Perhaps Bloggins’s run of low 
scores has been due to bad luck 
rather than bad form; maybe 
Scroggins’s double-century, 
which looked significant on the 
scorecard, was helped along by 
bad bowling and dropped catches. 
Improved information will be a 
useful first step. Improved results 
may be some way down the track. 

Wisden Crtek.1 Monthly 






THE UNTOUCHABLES? 






Does superstar 
status 

automatically 
give a player the 
freedom to behave 
badly, defy 
authority and get 
away with it? In 
the following 
pages we focus on 
the increasing 
player 

misbehaviour 
and defiance of 
authority on the 
field. This trend, 
if allowed to 
continue, will 
have harmful 
consequences on 
the future of 
sport 
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Raju Mukherjee looks 
at some of the incidents 
of bad behaviour in a 
game regarded as 
‘gentlemanly’. The 
danger he says lies in 
the example filtering 
down to the lower levels 


O VER the last few years the Indian 

Test cricketers have been making- as 
much ripples off the field as on it, 
much to the detriment of the game 
We have had them making news in 
politics, in films, as ambassadors, as 
social workers One or two fell into the 
tempting trap of smuggling 
articles and a few more lost their jobs for 
dubious reasons 

But never before have they hit the 
headlines in newspapiers as they are 
doing of late Just last year we woke to 
the disturbing news of two Test 
cricketers having assaulted and abused 
I each other during the course of a match 
I That such a situation could arise 
tetween two players is a thought for 
concern But what made it all the more 
unfortunate was that neither Banks’ 
Sports Board nor Steel Authority of 
India--~their respective office sides in 
that particular match- approached the 
matter with any maturity In fact, the 
incident merely turned out to be a 
slanging match between the officials of 
the teams and little was done to act as 
deterrence to the players. 

As if this wasn’t unfortunate enough, 
we now have the disgraceful tale of the 
current India captain embroiled in an 
issue of far reaching consequences The 
issue saw the light of day when UNI 
thought, it fit to tell its readers to what 
petty extent the India skipper would go 
to satisfy his ego I'he agency reported 
that in an office match between 
Mahindra & Mahindra and Tata, Dilip 
Vengsarkar kicked the stumps and 
abused the umpires in response to his 
appeals having been turned down' And 
then finally when an opponent was 
departing, satisfied that he was’out’, 
Vengsarkar angrily told the umpire to 
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signal him out! 

Has anybody ever heard of such a 
ridiculous demand? The umpire very 
rightly refused to accede to the petulant 
demand and faced another volley of 
offensive remarks Insulted beyond 
limits, the umpire asked the Tata skipper 
to leave the field In retaliation, 
Vengsarkar walked off the ground with 
his team thereby conceding the match 

What the India skipper tried to prove is 
difficult to guage If he was trying to 
make a protest, it was very childish For 
a man with 100- -<xid Tests to behave in 
such a manner, it did him little credit 
However, what he achieved was the 
setting of an example our school and 
college cricketers could well have done 
without His action, in the ultimate 
analysis, proved highly embarrassing 
not only to his employers but to his State 
association and BCCI as well Hopefully, 
on second thoughts, to him as well 

If Vengsarkar gets away with a token 
apology, then it will be a miscarriage of 
justice The penalty impo.sed ought to be 
something that wouldn’t affect his 
cricket but would create sufficient dent 
to attempt a repeat He should not be 
suspended from cricket at any level. But 
a heavy fine should make for adequate 
punishment. This will also act as a 
deterrent for others. 

It, of course, goes without saying that 
such issues have brought no end of 
shame to the cricketing community here 
Although these are isolated instances of 
misdemeanour, there is no denying that 
such examples have a habit of filtering 
down very rapidly to the lower levels. So 
yet again the accusing fingers will point 
at cricketers with snide remarks of 
new-found fame and fortune resting too 
heavily on some cricketers. 

Taking a leaf from the examples set by 
our high profile cricketers is only too 
natural among the youngsters Hence it 
was hardly surprising when recently at 
the Calcutta maidan one young player, 
with help from his associates, physically 
roughed up one of the umpires But the 
incident did not end there. Next morning 
the umpire brought his gang over and 
returned the beating. With interest' If 
the authorities do not come down heavily 
on the top stars in the next few years, 
such incidents will increase even among 
the school and college level cricketers. 
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it wHI be a mhicarrkige of 
justice, The penalty 
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affect his crkltet but would 
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attempt a repeat 
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Airogaiit Players And 
Bungling Officials 

Tennis is plagued by badly behaved players, officials 
who are often incompetent or scared, and rules 
which are sometimes incorrectly implemented 







court, irate ten- 
M Bnis players are 
I ■ known to display 
%^an alarming affin¬ 
ity for the performing 
arts. These are well 
choreographed dramas, 
usually played out in 
four disgusting but 
riveting acts: 

I) Paranoia.. .which 
means believing that the 
linesmen and umpire 
are out to get you. E.G. 
Pat Cash to Jeremy 
Shales after a ruling 
went against him: “I ex¬ 
pected something like 
this from you Jeremy” 

II) Tantrums The 
spoilt child phase where 
whining is a must.E g 
McEnroe to chair 
umpire: "You cannot be 
serious. The ball was 
good Chalk flew up. Ev¬ 
erybody saw that” 

III) Abuse. The whin¬ 
ing ignored, the player 
assumes a loutish 
role, .obscene gestures, 
rude language, indolent 
behaviour. 

IV) Arrogance. When, 
and if, a warning or 
point penalty is im¬ 
posed, players move into 
top gear. Overbearing 
and insufferable they 
threaten with wagging 
fingers. E g. Umpire 
Kaufman warns Con¬ 
nors, who immediately 
screams back, “I’m 
warning you. I’m warn¬ 
ing you.” 

Of course, the chair 
umpire watching this 
oft repeated perform¬ 
ance with a resigned ex¬ 
pression, is not to be 
easily sympathised 
with. Empowered to 
warn, penalise and if 
necessary default, they 
appear reluctant to 
assert their authority 
when coftlYonted by a 
‘star’ player. 

If obscene gestures, 
thrown rackets and 
threats are passed off as 
minor indiscretions, two • 


things can happen: it 
perpetuates the players 
belief that he will always 
be indulged. And, It irks 
other players who be¬ 
lieve, often correctly, 



Indian Players 

Expert At 
Intimidation 


I N Indian toumaihen^’thave witnessed some 
of the most apalling ah^ atrocious behaviour 
on a teiuils court. • - 
Line calls are disputed with irritating reg¬ 
ularity; linesman are berfttod and scorned; and 
the language used to ofudr umpires, (heard by 
everyone present) is abeolutely disgrusting. Au¬ 
thority in India, is therti >3 be mocked. 

In Calcutta this wihi:dk»^a majority of the 
players (Nandan Bal, Eiuibo Pipemo, Mark Fer¬ 
reira etc) used abusive langviage, Bal especially 
arguing inoesSahtly, yet hardly were they even 
warned let alone penalised,; 

Our chair uthpires and tournament referees 
have the recpiirm authority^ yet are reluctant to 
use it, appearing embataSsed or iincomfortable. 
Soma know mo^ of the layers well and are 
loathe to penalise them, and if nsed be, default. 
Perhaps amaU touthamenm oan't afford to lose 
their top .seeds or upset them. 

Nevei^less' both oftiolais aod players had 
better clean UP tbair act, because the yoimg kids 
sltihag beside me at the^ Bast India Cham- 
^rpiondblpeshouldalttot have heard what they did. 
And b) be taught that you can say that stiiff and 
get away edth it. 


Chair umpire Richard 
Kaufman deala with 
players like Amoe 
Mansdorf at nearly 
every tournament. 


that the Code of Conduct 
laws are not im¬ 
plemented equally. 

Umpires though, 
sometimes find them¬ 
selves m a precarious 
position when their deci¬ 
sions are not backed up 
sufficiently by their su¬ 
periors—the referee and 
tournament director. In 
certain instances even 
embrassed when their 
verdict is over-ruled. 

Players are prone to 
umpire intimidation and 
have very long memor¬ 
ies, another factor 
which can keep an 
umpire off blance. If 
Lendl and McEnroe corn- 
pain about the same up- 
ire, irrespective of who’s 
at fault, tournament 
committee's will opt to 
replace the umpire. 
McEnroe’s on court 
threat. ‘‘I’m going to 
make' sure you never 
umpire one of ray 
matches again” is not 
mere rhetoric. British 
umpire Jeremy Shales 
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1. How Not To OfiiciateA 
Match 


J OHN McENROE vs Hie Nastase. US Open 
1979. A late night match with the increasing¬ 
ly boisterous 10,000 plus crowd deciding to 
support Nastase and attack local boy McEn¬ 
roe. 

Frank Hammond, a reputed chair umpire was 
doing a rather inept job often badgering Nastase, 
indulging in needless verbal exchanges and later 
causing confusion with his application of the 
point penalty system. 

McEnroe serving 2-1 in the fourth set was 
given a point for service, when Nastase said he 
was not ready to return. Hammond was unim¬ 
pressed and when Nastase continued protesting, 
gave the game to McEnroe. 

The crowd erupted causing a 17 minute interr 
ruption, throwing cans and trash on court 
Then Mike Blanchard, the referee appeared. 
When Nastase continued to refuse to serve, he 
asked Hammond to ‘clock him’ (Players are given 
30 se^nds to serve before a point). When Nastase 
remained standing after 68 seconds Hammond 
gave the match to McEnroe. 

The situation got worse and even the police 
were summoned. Fearing a riot, tournament 
director Bill Talbert, in cogniz^qb of the situa- 
uon, overruled the decision replaced Hamm- 
;:;.inond in the chair with Blanchard and let the 
^inatoh continue. 


2. How to Prove The Code Of 
Conduct Is Worthless 


J IMMY CONNORS vs Miloslav Mecir. Liptons 
International 1988. 

Ist Game. Second set; chair umpire Richard 
Kaufman overrules what Connors believes is 
a winner. 

3rd Gaine: Connors’ request for an overrule is 
denied. 

9th game: Connors (at 3-5 down),is vmable to 
return a serve, asks for an overrule and is refused 
again. 

Shouting and abusing Connors is given a one 
point penalty which gives Mecir the set. It is now 
time for 90 seconds rest before the changeover. 
Connor undaunted continues misbehaving for 
nearly six minutes. He shouts into a courtside 
mike and throws it into the stands. He hurls his 
racket and knocks over a chair. He abuses 
Kaufman. He uses unprintable language . 

Connors had broken the Code of Conduct rules 
regarding time delay and audible obscenities. Yet 
no-one even contemplates defaulting him or 
penalising him....the later fines are useless. 

Chair umpire Richard Kaufman, tournament 
director Alan Mills and Grand Prix organiser 
Stefan Fransson were to blame for their leniency 
to a major star. Connors is guilty for continued 
misbehaviour. 


Upton 
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FAVOURITISM 


ii WJust don’t think the rules are applied 
I equaUy and fairly through the game. 
<• A Some of the guys (officials) are 

scared, / guess, that some of the bigger 
guys (stars) with a bit more leverage could 
jeopardise their jobs. The standard of 
officiating stinks today. There is not enough 
money being spent to enhance it. / think if 
you go through and take a poll of guys, 
you’ll find that it’s the case. It’s do damn 
inconsistent. McEnroe, Connors, Lendl—I 
can go on — Becker, Cash; I’ve been on the 
other side and heard the things they’ve said 
to these guys (without penalty)” 

—Kevin Curren accusing chair umpire 
Richard Ings and other pro officials of 
favouritism 


got into serious trouble 
with officials after his 
confrontations with 
McEnroe and a few other 
top players 

Such behaviour natur¬ 
ally has a negative influ¬ 
ence on young players 
They indentify with 
McEnroe and his anti- 
establishment ways 
. .the ‘bad boy genius’ 
image being strangely a 
romantic and magnetic 
one The wrong guys be¬ 
come the role models. 

Players too have open¬ 
ly complained about 
their peers Stoppages in 
play disrupts concentra¬ 
tion and the flow of play, 
In addition they are pi¬ 
qued about favouritism 
towards some of their 
own kind, an accusation 
best explained by Arthur 
Ashe’s reaction in the 
1975 Commercial Union 
Masters 

Ashe, infuriated by 
Nastase’s needless ver¬ 
bal exchanges with a 
spectator and the 
umpires inaction, 
stormed o^f the court 
with the words. “That’s 
it. I’m not putting up 
with it any longer. He’s 
contravening the 
rules 


Confusion reigned in 
the locker room, and 
eventually both players 
were defaulted (Ashe 
appealed and was later 
awarded the match) 
Angered by the official’s 
behaviour. Ashe’s part¬ 
ing comment was signi¬ 
ficant “Nastase was just 
being Nastase I was just 
furious that everyone 
was letting him get 
away with it” 
Tournament sponsors 
and organisers are un¬ 
willing to antagonise 
such players, because 
their non-particiaption 
affects the tournament 
standing. TV coverage 
and crowd attendances 
So what have the au¬ 
thorities ever done? In 
May 1985 the Men’s In¬ 
ternational Professional 
Tennis Council (MIPTC). 
in a strategic move to 
counter this problem, 
hired two professional 
chair umpires to follow 
the Nabisco Grand Prix 
circuit. Begun initially 
on an experimental 
basis, they considered it 
a sucess and raisea the 
number of umpires to 
six by January 1988: 
Richard Kaufman 
(USA). Richard Ings 


(Australia), Gerald Arm¬ 
strong (England), Paulo 
Pereira (Brazil), Rudolf 
Berger (West Germany) 
and Brune Rebeuh 
(France) However, this 
venture’s primary goal 
of unbias^ and equal 
usage of rules has not 
necessarily been 
sucessful. 

Umpires have to be 
swifter in penalising 
and courageous, that 
also means that any de¬ 
cision must be backed up 
by higher authorities. 

Also the ‘overrule’, 
criticised by almost 
everyone connected with 
the game must be abo¬ 


lished. Umpires are 
attacked for both ‘over¬ 
ruling’ or ‘not overrul¬ 
ing’ and it is far more 
sens ible to let the players 
play the call, whatever 
its accuracy. 

With the players now 
breaking off from the 
MTC and starting their 
own tour, it will be in¬ 
teresting to note what 
standards of discipline 
and conduct the ATP 
sets for itself. It would 
be highly unfortunate if 
they indulge them¬ 
selves, for it gives the 
game a terribly ugly 
image. 

RohHBriJmith 



3. How To Abuse, Break 
Rules And Go Scot Free 


I N 1981, John McEnroe tarnished his Wimble¬ 
don triumph with petulant, abusive and abra¬ 
sive behaviour towards linesmen, umpires and 
even the referee. 

Incensed Wimbledon officiatls then recom¬ 
mended a $10,000 fine for ‘aggravated behaviour’ 
but the MIPTC reduced it to $6000. 

McEnroe, unimpressed, appealed against the 
fine and the MIPTC appointed an independent 
panel to look into the matter. The panel consisted 
of Larry Krieger, a New York lawyer; Robert 
Kalleher, a Federal District Court judge and 
former USTA president; and Harry Hopman, the 
Australian Davis Cup team coach. It is important 
to note that Hopman was McEnroe's nominee to 
the panel. , 

According to Grand Prix rules of 1981 the 
panel had to be unanimous in their decision and' 
when Hopman rejected the fines, McEnroe went 
scot free. 

In 1983 the rules were ihunediately altered:. 
now a majority decisioii on Any panel la suftioient 
ftH* indictment. ; 
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The Vengsarkar 
‘send-off’ augurs ill 


With Test stars Dilip Vengsarkar and Narendra 
Hirwani embroiled in controversy in Bombay 
league cricket, the not-so-established cricketers 
stand to suffer in the aftermath 


m NEW ex- 
Js perimental law, 
MJm and its interpreta- 
Aaktion, has taken 
I Bombay's cricketing 
I world by storm. And 
I while this is being writ- 
j ten. there is no indica¬ 
tion of a quiet end. 

The law, which 
empowers an umpire, 
footbaJl style, to send off 
a player for "misbe¬ 
haviour” was invoked in 
most dramatic style by 
Messrs. Karhadkar and 
Singh, during an impor¬ 
tant Times Shield game 
between Tatas and 
Mahindras And at the 
centre of it all was Indi¬ 
a’s captain, Dilip Veng¬ 
sarkar, whose ever- 
rising stature as a bats¬ 
man seems to be match¬ 
ed only by his instinct 
for controversy. 

Vengsarkar apparent¬ 
ly was unhappy with the 
umpiring when Tatas 
were batting. And so 
when it was Mahindras 
turn to bat, he let his 
teammates know—with¬ 
in the umpires hearing 
range—what he thought 
of their abilities. Things 
came to a head when the 
Bombay Ranji player, 
Kiran Mokashi was out. 
Mokashi “walked” but 
Vengsarkar insisted 
that the umpire ‘declare’ 
him out. It was follow¬ 
ing this most bizarre re¬ 
quest that the marching 
I orders were given. Upon 
; which, the entire Tata 
team trooped off! 

Vengsarkar has since 
apologised—to the Tata 
Sports Club and to the 
Bombay Cricket Associa¬ 
tion (BCA) But the apol¬ 
ogy letter i-eflected his 
new-found belligerence. 
He was sorry, he said, 
but added that the stan¬ 
dard of umpiring was 
terrible and that it was 
high time the BCA did 
something about it. 

The reactions were 
predictable. Everyone, 


and particularly the 
Chairman of the 
Umpires Committee, 
Nari Contractor, conde¬ 
mned the action. Con¬ 
tractor went so far as to 
say that stern action 
should be taken. To 
which Vengsarkar, 
almost predictably now, 
retorted, “perhaps the 


umpiring in his time 
was better. Unless he is a 
saint, which I am not.” 

But this has thrown 
into sharp focus the 
quality of umpiring at 
league level. And 
brought out the familiar 
arguments of how in¬ 
competent umpiring can 
ruin careers of budding 


cricketers. Very soon— 
and undoubtediy the 
cleverly drafted apology 
letter wa® responsible 
for this—the actual 
‘send-off drifted into the 
background and the cor¬ 
rectness of the umpire’s 
decision became the cen¬ 
tral issue. 

The Tata manage- 
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Vengsarkax got off with 
a mere apology 

ment, to say the least, 
was not impressed. 
There was talk of the 
entire cricket team 
being scrapped since 
this quite clearly was 
not the return on invest¬ 
ment they were looking 
for. A meeting was cal- 
<('<'d and an explanation 
asked for. Apparently, 
the explanation offered 
by the manager of the 
Tata team, and former 
Ranji player, Milind 
Rege, and the apology 
letter worked because 
Tatas have taken no ac¬ 
tion 

Yet another spin-off of 
this controversy has 
beep whether the invest¬ 
ment in a cricket team 
^for company image is 



worth it. A few years 
back, two of Bombay’s 
leading sides, Nirlon 
(with Gavaskar, Patil 
and Ghavri in their 
ranks) and Mafatlal 
(with Mankad. Patel, 
Solkar, Parthasarathy 
Sharma, Parsana etc.) 
believed it wasn’t and 
closed down their sides. 
Another top side, A(X!, 
now plays only in the ’B’ 
Division and has stop¬ 
ped hiring top cricke¬ 
ters. A repeat of such an 
action would be dis¬ 
astrous for many cricke¬ 
ters who don’t quite 
make it to the top but 
still find well paying 
jobs. And to that extent, 
there can be no denying 
the fact that, far from 
being a beacon, Dilip 
Vengsarkar has done 
local cricket a great dis- 
servi(^. 

But the Vengsarkar 
incident was not the 
only one to dent cricke¬ 
ters' images. Around the 
same time, Tatas sacked 
Narendra Hirwani. And 
the parting was, to put it 
mildly, bitter, as Hirwa¬ 
ni refused to turn up 
even after repeated re¬ 
minders and calls. 

Particularly upset, 
and vocal, is Milind 
Rege who says, “I gave 
him the complete cricket 
calendar, spoke to him 
personally, to his guru 
Sanjay Jagdale, sent 
him messages through 
selector Naren Tamhane 
and the then BCA 
Treasurer and journalist 
Sharad Kotnis. At no 
time did ho say he won’t 
play. He did the same 
thing last year when he 
told me he had a uni- 
versity exam and 
couldn’t play for Tatas. I 
gave him permission be¬ 
cause he is still young 
and needs to get a de¬ 
gree, But I came to know 
later that he was, at the 
same time, playing for 
an Escorts side, which is 


clearly against the com¬ 
pany rules.” 

“At other times, he has 
preferred to play in 
tamasha matches. And 
has sent a message 
through Jagdale that he 
was exhausted and 
didn’t want to play in 
these (Times Shield) 
matches. I can only sym¬ 
pathise with Jagdale, 
who is an old friend and 
for whom this must be 
most embarrasing, par¬ 
ticularly since it was on 
his and Hanumant 
Singh’s recommenda¬ 
tion that we had em¬ 
ployed Hirwani when he 
was a nobody,” Rege 
continued. (Hirwani la¬ 
ter annoimced that he 
had quit his job with 
Tatas to concentrate on 
his bowling). 


Hirwani: did he leave 
Tatas or was he saoked? 

Quite clearly the pri- 
ma donnas can get away 
with it since they are in 
a favourable demand- 
supply situation But 
with such behaviour on 
the increase, it's the peo¬ 
ple on the fringe who 
will be most badly hit. 

Perhaps it is time the 
Vengsarkars and Hir- 
wanis thought a little 
more about their respon¬ 
sibilities. not only to¬ 
wards their employers, 
but towards their not-so- 
accomplished colleagues 
who also need to make a 
living out of the game. 
Particularly since it is 
the not-so accomplished 
who pave the way for the 
stars, 

HM«lia Bhogia, Bombay 
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CALCUTTA FOOTBALL 


Indulged 
Players and 
Cemplete 
Indiscipline 


By Rupak Saha 


arrogance 
UMm and disdain 
^#1# Prasun 
m W Banerjee said, 
"Public memory is too 
short They will discuss 
the issue for a few days 
and then they will forget 
whether we left the 
camp or not How can 
the Indian team be 
formed without a few of 
us^" 

And of course he was 
right The Indian public 
gradually forgot their 
(the players) treachery, 
and the Indian football 
team for the 1982 Asian 
Games was not formed 
without Prasun 
Banerjee and his not-so 
merry men 

T o put the matter into 
proper perspective it 
IK worth recounting the 
i incident m detail 
’ The coaching camp for 
I the I\»lhi Asiad was 
being conducted at 
Calcutta’s NIS complex 
atSallljake Ashoke 
Ghosh, then the 
secretary of the AIFF 
began the camp in 
January 1981 with 
Gulam Mohammad, 
Hussain Basha and 

Pradeep Banerjee as the 
— 


coaches 

Initially there was 
tremendous 
enthusiasm, the players 
eager to win their first 
football gold since 1962 
But the atmosphere 
became tense when 
officials of the Big Three 
clubs began making 
sporadic visits to the 
camp in search of new 
players, it was time for 
the yearly football 
transfers 

The AIFF officials 
were upset by this new 
development. As far as 
they were concerned the 
players should have 
been focusing solely on 
being a national side, 
training with the intent 
of winning. 

But the players, baited 
by the large sums of 
money being offered to 
them, rebelled So one 
night, without anyone's 
permission, 19 Bengal 
footballers left the camp 
in club officials’ cars 

It was an act which 
caused an uproar in 
Calcutta’s soccer 
fraternity. Newspapers 
labelled the players as 
‘traitors’ The public 
criticised 
them—B haskar 










The main responsibility 
for ensuring discipline is 
the AIFF’s, and in this 
regard their officials 
have failed 

Ganguly and 
Monaranjan 
Bhattacharya were even 
molested at BBD Bag 
Now, only Biswajit 
Bhattacharya from the 
Bengal players was 
present at the camp, 
along with a few Punjab 
footballers. And they 
said to me: “You see 
these Calcutta 
footballers won’t get any 
punishment. And at the 
end they will be retained 
in the team. We, who 
have remained in the 
camp, will be axed.” 

And they were right. 
Although such a breach 


of discipline was almost 
unheard of in the sport, 
the players escaped 
without any serious 
punishment Officials 
met in Delhi for a series 
of meetings where 
Priyaranjan Das Munshi 
spoke in defence of the 
players So eventually, 
they were forgiven, 
allowed to return to the 
camp and obviously, 
included in the team. 
Prasun Banerjee’s 
prophetic words were 
true and soon people 
forgot and forgave, and 
he proudly received the 
Arjuna Award. 

Indiscipline in Indian 
football and player 
arrogance is quite a 
regular feature. 

In the early Seventies, 
Mohun Bagan’s 
Sukalyan Ghosh 







Dastidar hit a referee on 
the face. The IF A 
suspended him, but 
being a member of one of 
the Big Clubs has its 
advantages. The IFA 
itself lifted the 
suspension, although 
referee Biswanath Dutta 
lost his eyesight. 

From the middle 
Seventies indiscipline 
i was increasingly 
evident. Groups of 
musclemen thronged 
the big Clubs, where, 
with the help of some 
businessmen.payment to 
the players was raised. 
This was a simple 
equation: to get ‘star’ 
players you need muscle 
and money. 

An immediate 
consequence to all this 
was that the players, 
aware that they were in 


Pubnc memory is too short. They will discuss 
the issue for a few days and then they wiil forget 
whether we ieft the camp or not. How can 
the Indian team be formed without a few of 
us?”—Prasun Banerjee, one of the 19 footballers 
who left the national camp for the 1982 Asiad 
and was Ipter forgiven and reinstated 


demand and would be 
indulged, did exactly 
what they wanted and 
got away for it. 

For example in the 
early Seventies, when 
East Bengal were 
having a very successful 
period, they were once 
invited to play a 
tournament in Bokaro. 
The team left without 
quite a few of its players, 
but Gautam Sarkar who 
went, returned without 
playing a match. Nrijjen 
Das, then secretary of 
East Bengal, was peeved 
by Sarkar's audacity and 
suspended him along 
with three other players. 
It was a historic event In 
Calcutta's football But 
Mohun Bagan came to 
the players’ rescue and 
included them in their 
team, thus perpetuating 
the belief that the 
players were being too 
indulged. The players 
now knew that if they 
were punished by one 
club, there would always 
be another club to bail 
them out. 

One of the reasons for 
the present indiscipline 
in the game is the lack of 
understanding and 
foresight among 
officials from different 
clubs. Since there is a 
dearth of ‘star’ players, 
they are usually often in 
great demand. 

Supporters and club 
members get annoyed 
very easily if their club 
18 unable to attract and 
buy ‘stars’, thus their 
officials are not very 
discriminating when 
they sign up these 
players—no emphasis at 
all is given to whether 
the player has a record 
of indiscipline or not. 

The players aware of 
this weakness obviously 
take full advantage of 
the situation. They also 
take advantage of any 
internal quarrels 




Santosh GhoAh 



between officials. If one 
group of officials 
demands that a player be 
punished, another 
group will come forward 
in opposition to shield 
that particular player 

Something like this 
recently happened at 
Mohun Bagan. A group 


Officials are not 
discriminating at ail 
when they sign up ‘star’ 
players—no emphasis 
at all is placed on 
whether the player has a 
record of indiscipline or 
not 


of officials complained 
that Subroto 
Bhattacharya had 
insulted aasisant 
secretary Sailen Manna, 
had kicked out coash 
Amal Dutta and wasn’t 
co-operating with 
captain Prasanto 
Banerjee. In spite of all 
these allegations, no 


action ever was taken 
against Subroto. 

The number of 
incidents in the East 
Bengal club is however 
less this year. Club 
officials have realised 
that it is better to recruit 
non-Bengali players 
because they a.rp better 
behaved than local 
players. 

I The present secretary 
of the IFA, Prodyut 
Datta is a strict 
disciplinarian Last year 
he fined a few players 
for creating trouble on 
the ground (however 
this did not actually 
happen on instructions 
from the Court). If there 
is indiscipline in a club, 
Dutta cannot interfere, 
unless a complaint 
against any player 
comes from the club. 

The main 
responsibility of 
ensuring discipline is 
the AIPF's and in this 
regard their officials 
have failed For example 
when East Bengal’s 
Bhaskar Ganguly, 

Manor anj an 
Bhattacharya, Mihir 
Bose and Debashish Roy 
hit referee Countinho 
and spat on his face the 
AIFF did absolutely 
nothing. In fact, on the 
contrary they included 
them for the Nehru Cup 
in Calcutta. It was heard 
that they suspended 
them but the court’s 
jurisdiction saved them. 

In India players can 
get away with kicking 
referees, making 
statements against club 
officials, announcing 
their unavailibility for 
the national team etc. 
Nowherp is there 
discipline in Indian 
football. But if the 
players are to blame, the 
ineptitude of the 
officials and referees 
cannot be forgiven 
either. 






"...I would never veiB fdr MoMiiiiirif 
name crops up for the Wbidies tour 



Do selectors 
have the 
right to 
air their 
opinions 
publicly? 



All these comments 
are of course 
Ramesh Saxena's 
personal opinion, 
which he has every 
right and reason to 
hM. But if the 
Board takes away 
the right of the 
players to express 
their viewpoints, 
should it not impose 
similar restrictions 
and punishment on 
selectors as well 



T he Board wishes to penalise Mohinder Amarnath for having^ written 

articles, for having granted interviews and of course for having called the 
selectors a ‘bunch of jokers’. It appears that Mohinder has contravened the 
clauses of the agreement the Board had imposed on the players. 

If Mohinder did sign on the dotted line and then chose not to follow the precepts 
laid down, then there is little doubt that he has misplaced U\e confidence the Board 
expects from the signatories. Logically, Mohinder should be made to pay the 
penalty of non-fulfilment of contract. 

If I know Mohinder well enough I wovild say, that he would be man enough to 
admit his supposed mistake. Provided, of course, that the Board would judge the 
national selectors by the same yardstick. For example, only a couple of weeks ago, 
national selector Ramesh Saxena spoke to a national daily at Jamshedpur. Some of 
the statements he made were as follows: 

1. Rashid Patel failed to impress; 

e. The seleotors were impressed by Vexikataramana at Baroda; 

3. Arun Lai would make the team to West Indies; 

4. Ambrose will be the main worry for the Indian batsmen in West Indies: 

6. Saba Karim has a very good ohanoe to go on the tour of West Indies; 

6... .after what Mohinder has done against us I would never vote for him If his 
name crops up for the West Indies tour. 

All these comments are of ooune Ramesh Saxena’s personal opinion, which he 
has every right and reason to hold. Just as any other individual. But the important, 
quwtion is, if the Board takes away the right of the players to express their 
viewpoints, should it not impose similar restrictions and punishments on the 
selectors as well? 

I personally feel considerable restrictioiui should be placed on the seleotors. 

by propagating thidr opinions in public, they could create ill-feelings and 
partisanship among the players. It was rather cruel to suggest young Rashid Patsl 

as unimpressive Just after one outing? And moreover, if he was really 
unimpressive, why was he selected in the first place? 

To mention one’s favourites is no way to inspire confidence in others. In short, a 

rather immature way of handling a very responsible position. I would say that ;; 

Boartl would do well to silenoo the offending selectors by pimishing them befora 
'> |il a(i!i f >i f tnstrtotlooson the players. 

P.8, iRsansih Saxena’s decision that ho wUl never vote for Mohinder again is ; 

puarile and ratoM p^ulant. How’s that for a ‘joke’? ^ 





You’re 

Good! 


That’s what Dean Jones t 
V.B. Chandrasekhar, In 
latest batting prospect, 
when he i^w him bat dijLi;i]Si^ 
a warm-up game witl^l^ 
Australia in Madras 
the Reliance World 
last year 



'j*' ^ 




T he most unenviable task any 
player can have in Indian 
cricket today is to be 
Kishnamachari Srikkanth’s 
opening partner. Such is the 
flamboyance and innovation 
displayed by the 29 year old 
Indian vice captain that invariably 
all eyes at the stadium are riveted 
on him while hardly anyone has 
eyes for his “slow coach” and 
“pedestrian” partner. 

That is, unless the partner 
happens to be Vakkadai 
Biksheswaran Chandrasekhar. 
Then the spectator watches the 
pyrotechnics at both ends with 
equal interest. It speaks much of 
Chandrasekhar’s capabilities that 


he set the record for the fastest 
century ever made by an Indian in 
terms of balls receiv^. 
Chandrasekhar reached the three 
figure mark off the 56th delivery 
faced. 

It was this innings that brought 
Chandrasekhar into nationsd 
iwkoning, much in the same 
manner, that another Irani 
Trophy tie, 13 years before, had 
brought another talented batsman 
into the Indian team-Dilip 
Vengsarkar. But for months 
before the Madras knock, 
Chandrasekhar had already been 
spoken off as an exciting 
prospect. A batsmen who gets B61 
runs in only his second Ranji 



he has never really been outshone 
by Indian cricket’s version of 
Indiana Jones. 

“In fact, in most of the matches 
that we have played together, I 
have scored faster than him” 
confidently asserts the 27 year old 
chemical engineer turned 
professional cricketer. 

The Irani Trophy match at 
Madras in October is the most 
glaring example of this claim, 
though it is not an isolated case. 
Chasing a formidable victory 
target of 340 on a crumbling 
wicket, Srikkanth and 
Chandrasekhar gave Tamil Nadu 
an excellent start putting on 154 
runs in 106 minutes off 22.4 
overs. 

It was during this innings that 


I Trophy season is obviously 
' someone who has to be watched. 

Chandrasekhar is an attacking 
batsman. He loves to Wt the ball 
hard, loves to score runs fast and 
hates getting out. He is as fearless 
as he is enterprising. He does not 
wear a helmet, a sight which 
today is as rare as a flower 
blooming in snow. Still he does 
not flinch: Indeed he boldly hooks, 
pulls and drives fast bowling. 

“I love to open the innings and I 
play fast bowling better than spin” 
says Chandrasekhar. Close 
observers however would not 
agree entirely with this statement. 
For the truth is that he plays both 
modes of bowling equally well! 

Chandrasekhar has all the 
qualities generally associated 

Si 






with a first rate opening 
batsman-guts, skill, aggression 
and the right temperament for the 
big matches. Why then did he fail 
in three out of four matches in the 
one day internationals against 
New Zealand? 

For an answer, one has to go 
back to the start of the qprrent 
decade, and look at Srikkanth’s 
record at a similar stage of his 
career. Yea, the comparison has to 
be made for the two players are of 
the same type. Srikkanth too 
faced disappointments over his 
failures and criticism for his 
reckless strokes. It took time for 
Srikkanth to tighten up his 
defence, cut out silly shots and 
bring a general maturity to his 
approach to batting He did all 
this without giving up his basic 
attacking method. 

Srikkanth is convinced that 
Chandrasekhar should not 
change his basic approach. “He 
should be left alone” warns 
Srikkanth. "Chandrasekhar has 
the class, talent and strokes to 
take him to the top All he has to 
do is smoothen out the rough 
edges and this he can do in good 
time." 

Chandrasekhar made the 
transition at a lower level last 
season. He scored 160 against 
Uttar Pradesh in the Ranji Trophy 
quarter finals. At this time he was 
advised by senior cricketers like 
Bharath Reddy and Abdul Jabbar 
to take a little longer over his 
runs, tighten up his technique 
and strike the right balance 
between attack and defence. In the 
final against Railways, 
for his 89. Chandrasekhar batted 
224 minutes. Compare these 
figures with the statistics 
associated with his 160, hit four 
weeks before, and the change in 
approach becomes all too obvious. 
Chandrasekhar has it in him, a la 
Srikkanth, to make this transition 
even at the national level. 

One innings that 
Chandrasekhar recalls with great 
pleasure is his dazzling 66 with 12 
boundaries for South Zone against 
the Australian World Cup squad 
during one of their warm up 
games in Madras in October 1987. 
Reid, McDermott and O’Donnell 
were the bowlers but 


photograpfis H Krwhna 





OmrJoimm^ 
(pU^irodhem) 
ruslMNltowanit 
him and patf^ him 

mithahwNfatHt 
Mld»»H«ylMi, 
you're cpodi You 
shouhiDe Btfaying 
for In^ •oon" 


Chandrasekhar treated them with 
such contempt that in the midst of 
the fireworks, Dean Jones rushed 
towards him and patted him on 
the head and said “Hey lad, you’re 
good! You should be playing 
for India soon. ” About a year later, 
Jones’ casual prediction came 
true. 

Partab RamchaiMl 


INTERVIEW 


“Age should not be a consideration, 

only your fitness” 


V. B. Chandrasekhar speaks about his route to the Indian 

team 


SPORTSWORLD: How far back can you trace 
your interest in cricket? 

V B Chandrasekhar As far as I can remember I 
was keen on the game right from the time I was 
in the first standard at St Bede’s High School 
Initially I was a medium pace bowler and it was 
only towards the end of my school days, when 
there was need in the side for specialists, that I 
became an opening batsman 

Did your interest continue through your col¬ 
lege career? 

I played the odd match for Vivekananda Col¬ 
lege and by this time I was also keeping wickets I 
remember being the wicket keeper while touring 
UK and Canada with the Globe Trotters team in 
1980 Then from 1982 to 1986 I was in Coimba¬ 
tore doing my Mechanical Engineering course. 

But did you enjoy the same facilities there as in 
Madras? 

In a way the stay in Coimbatore helped further 
my cricketing career in that the teams batting 
revolved around me I organised the net sessions 
and doubled my practice timings and my Interest 
in the game increased. 

By the time you got back fromCoiihbatore you 
were almost 35. Did you think you could further 
your cricketing prospects? 

I come from a family which believes in educa¬ 
tion. My sisters and brother are all graduates or 
post graduates. In fact, my father wanted me to 
go to USA for higher studies. But I thought I 
would try and further my cricket career for a 


couple of years before going off to the USA like 
my father wanted 

What steps did you 
take at this stage 
towards pursuing 
your ambitions? 

I joined Chemplast 
as a professional 
cricketer in 1986. 

Having previously 
played for Globe 
Trotters and Mad¬ 
ras Cricket Club, 

Chemplast helped 
me a great deal at 
this stage by send¬ 
ing me to play 
league cricket in 
England, both in 
1986 and 1987. 


What, in your opinion, brought you closer to 
recognition at the State level? 

I got a century in the Buchi Babu final—that 
must have convinced the selectors that I was good 
enough to play for the State. In my debut against 
Hyderabad, I got 81, and with 219 runs from four 
games at an average of 43.80, I thought I had 
made a reasonable start 

How would you explain your considerable 
advance during the 1987-88 season? 



'I’m pretty hopeful. I 
suppoee it wUI now 
depend on my 
getting rune In the 
remaining Ranfi and 
Deodhar Trophy 
games’ 


at 












knew I could be called up at any time So I wasn’t 
surprised when I was included in the Indian team 
for the one-day Internationals against New Zea¬ 
land 

What were your first feelings as an ‘India 
player’? 

I remember feeling ^ little out of place in the 
dressing room It was Kapil Dev who first asked 
me to join the fitness exercises But soon ali the 
team members made me feel at home 

What are your recollections of your four match¬ 
es against New Zealand? 

Not very pleasant, I’m afraid It can’t be when 
you have failed in three innings out of four I was 
quite pleased, however, with my 53 at Indore, 
particularly because it was a bad wicket But, 
overall, I seemed to be over-enthusiastic and too 
much in a hurry to impress everyone 



Srikkanth has a similar style of batting 

In a way I was perhaps lucky that Tamil Nadu 
won the title because that gave me many more 
matches to play in Still, getting 551 runs at an 
average of 46 was something I could look back 
with pride on Also, I was a bit more mature and 
confident thanks to the second stmt of league 
cricket in England By the end of the season 
people were already beginning to talk of me being 
very close to an India cap and that felt good By 
then I knew that the trip to the USA for higher 
studies was definitely off 

So it was obvious that the 1988-89 season was 
going to be a crucial year for you. How did you 
mentally approach the season? 

I knew I had to do well at the start of the season 
if 1 wanted to earn the India cap Fortunately 
there were enough opportunities the Duleep 
Trophy, Irani Trophy, Tamil Nadu vs New 
Zealanders and the Match m Western Australia 1 
recall playing the Duleep Tiophy match under a 
lot of pre.ssure, but got 80 however That put me 
in a better frame of mind 

It was the memorable hundred in the Irani 
Trophy match that probably clinched the India 
cap for you, right? 

Yes, but I thought I blew my chance when I 
was out lust ball in the first innings In a way, 
however, that took the pressure off me when I 
went in loi the second knock Adopting a more 
philosophical attitude, I decided to go for my 
shots cleanly Imoking a couple of boundaries 
early in the innings That gave me a lot of 
confidence 1 remember not looking at the 
scoreboard till I was 99 Audi did not know that 
my century was the fastest-ever hit by an Indian 
in first class cricket till 1 was told by reporters It 
does feel good to hold such a record After that I 


Now that your first outing in international 
cricket hasn’t been very successful, are you going 
to adopt any changes in your batting approach? 

I have always been an attacking batsman, so I 
don’t think I will change my method While I’ll 
try and tighten my defence and cut out reckless 
strokes. I’ll continue to go for my shots 


Have you received 
players? 


Yes, I have. All of 
them have helped 
me 

Dilip Vengsarkar 
encouraged me a 
lot He spoke repe¬ 
atedly of my "natu¬ 
ral talent” and told 
me not to play any 
loose shots or be 
complacent. Kapil 
Dev told me that I 
was unlucky. He 
also told me that he 
had a lot of confi¬ 
dence in me. While 
Kriah Srikkanth 
taught me to 


any advice from senior 



ON HIS BASIC FAULTS 


‘I must get rid of the 
habit of piaying 
pre-determined 
shots. I must also 
avoid being 
over-confident’ 


have a positive approach. He told me not to worry, 
about failures or criticism about my style of 
batting. Repeatedly pointing out that our styles 
are similar, and that he had his share of dis¬ 
appointments and criticism in the stage of his 
career, Srikkanth pointed out that he was gra¬ 
dually able to mature. I would like to do the same 
thing, and I am confident I can. 


What would you say are your basic faults? 
First, I must get rid of playing pre-determined 
shots. 1 must also av6id being over-confident 
I’m aware of the fact that I should not overlook 



my failures, instead use them to make me more 
determined 

Already there is talk that your ^ame is suited to 
one-day cricket and not Test cricket. What do you 
fe61? 

I honestly feel that I can perform better in a 
Test match Here the bowlers are attacking all the 
time They set attacking fields and that means 
my attacking methods will be more successful. I 
can judge correctly which balls to leave alone 
while the lack of a dead defence— mine is more of 
a push—makes it easier to find the gaps for the 
single My approach is always to get quick runs, 
wherether it is a one-day match or a longer game 

A point that is being held against you is your 
age. You are already 27 and are still to play a 
Test. What do you feel about this? 

I firmly behove that age should not be a 
consideration, only your fitness And after all, 27 
IS not all that old. is if^ I am a late developer, 
that’s all And I am confident my best is yet to 
come 



What were your impressions about the Kiwi 
attack? 

I played only one-day games where the accent is 
on accuracy and defensive tactics While the 
bowlers were all accurate, no one was really 
difficult to handle 

You haven’t really 
played pace bowl¬ 
ing up to now, isn’t 
it? 

Well, I’ve played 
McDermott and 
Bruce Reid in the 
warm-up game 
against Australia 
in 1987, prior to 
the Reliance Cup. 

Then, in the Tamil 
Nadu vs Western 
Australia game 
last October, I 
faced Chris Matth¬ 
ews on a fast wick¬ 
et at Perth. He can 
be quick. 



ON HIS BATTING 


‘I’ve always been an 
attacking 
bat8man...rm 
stronger on the teg, 
but I wouldn’t say 
I’m weak on the off 
side either’ 


Much has been made of the fact that you, an 
opening batsman, never wear a helmet. Do you 
feel you can manage without this device even 
against the West Indies...if you make the trip? 
I have worn the helmet just once—in the match 
against Western Australia. I didn’t feel comfort¬ 
able and was out soon. In the second innings, I 
didn’t wear a helmet and got 40 odd. If 1 make the 
trip to West Indies, I shall try and manage 
without a helmet in the first couple of games. If I 
feel okay, fine. If not. I’ll wear a helmet. But, at 
the moment, I feel a lot more comfortable without 
a helmet. 


How would you describe your approach to bat¬ 
ting? 

For me the first 20, or 30 runs are very impor¬ 
tant Once I cross that figure I am able to settle 
down and become more confident I’m stronger 
on the leg side, but I wouldn’t say I’m weak on the 
off side either I’m safe and sure in this area. 

Where do you like to field? 

I prefer the outfield, since I’m fast and a safe 
catcher 

How confident are you on making the team for 
the tour of West Indies? 

I’m pretty hopeful I suppose it will now depend 
on my getting runs in the remaining Ranji 
Trophy and Deodhar Trophy games 

Do you have any superstitious or religious be¬ 
liefs? 

I have no superstitions really, but I am a God 
fearing man I believe in God and go to the temple 
every day 

How about hobbies? 

I like listening to music, mainly old Hindi film 
songs I also read a lot, my favourite author being 
Ayn Rand. 

Are there any cricketers you have particularly 
admired? 

I have always admired Gavaskar’s concentration 
and Vengsarkar’s professionalism 

What are your plans for the immediate future? 
To try and establish myself in the Indian team. I 
will .double my practice, concentrate on my 
fielding and improve the vulnerable aspects of my 
batting 

Interview by ParUb Remchand 
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SPECIAL FIATURI 


A Piece Of Lamb 


Allan Lamb, South-African-born cricketer tells 
Simon Barnes that despite so many years of living in 
England, he still is rejected by his fellow 

countrymen 


LLAN LAMB will 
never be accepted 
as an 

Englishman. 
Perhaps what he lacks 
are those little 
hypocrisies that oil the 
wheels of English life. 

Newspapers still refer 
to him as “South African 
Allan Lamb", or, when in 
a generous mood, 
“South African-born 
Allan Lamb”, The 
implication is that he 
has taken us for every 
penny he can get, and 
that when his playing 
days are over, he will 
scoot back to South 
Africa and live high on 
the hog, with black 
servants bringing him 
pina coladas at every 
snap of his fingers. 

South African Allan 
Lamb has, in fact, 
bought a house, eight 
miles outside 
Northampton. It stands 
m country ridden over 
by the Pytchley Hunt 
Lamb has started to ride 
horses over fences, not 
witli Pytchley, though 
one wonders if that 
might not follow. 

England is his home. He 
lives here and is likely to 
die here “I've got to look 
at myself as British 
now—British, but with a 
South African 
background " 

The traditional 

Allan Lamb; has done 
great batting for 
England 
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colonial virtues of 
straight talking and 
straight dealing adhere 
to him. Perhaps to his 
disservice, he has never 
for an instant denied 
that he came to 
England, not for an 
atavistic love of the land 
of his ancestors, but to 


further his career. 
“People always ask me 
what I would have done 
had South Africa been 
allowed to play 
international cricket. 
Well, probably 1 would 
have stayed there. I took 
a chance. I wanted to 
play Test cricket, I 


wanted to play cricket 
for England, and saw 
that England was where 
ray future lay.” 

Both his parents are 
English, he has a British 
passport, and unlike 
Zola Budd, English is 
his first language. “But 
you can never take my 
South African 
background away.” Or, 
as he says it, tyke my 
Sooth African 
background a-why. “I 
was born and brought 
up in South Africa. But I 
live here now, I live here 
permanently.” 

He returns to South 
Africa most years, 
mainly to visit his 
parents. 

“I can’t break my ties 
with South Africa. But 
I’m very much against 
apartheid, and I always 
will be. vVe have this 
right wing party, and 
they are shocking. 
Shocking, They make 
South Africa backward. 
Thefe is a majority of 
people in South Africa in 
favour of integration, 
but it’s a slow progress. ” 

Lamb opposes the 
sporting isolation of 
South Africa, and 
argues that it hurts 
black athletes, especially 
the legions of football 
players. He was asked to 
join the politically 
motivated South African 
Breweries tour, on the 
South African side, and 
refused. 

He plays for England, 






but cannot, by his 
background, be 
altogether English. “I 
found it hard to come to 
terms with some of the 
negative attitudes of 
English Cricketers. I 
remember early on—no 
names, right?—batting, 
and we had the bonus 
points, and the man 1 
waa batting with said, 
‘Don’t get out, get a not 
out, get a star’. I said. 
‘We’re playing for a side, 
we’re supposed to get 
the runs as quickly as 
possible to give the 
bowlers more time.’ 
‘Bugger that,’ he said. 
‘Play for yourself. When 
the county sits down 
and decides who to give 
a contract to, it’s your 
facts and your figures 
they’ll check.’ 

“A lot of counties are 
like that. I was taught to 
play for the team, the 
way the game is 
flowing I think I would 
have had more success if 
I had ptayed for myself.” 

It 18 Lamb’s 
performances as team 
man that tend to stick in 
the memory, his 
impersonations of the 
boy on the burning deck; 
his three tons against 
the West Indies in 1984, 
his last-over heroics in 
various one-dayers. In 
both those types of 
performance he seems to 
make the colonial 
virtues of 
forthrightness and 
bloody-mindedness 
incarnate. 

My colleague. John 
Woodcock, observed of 
Tony Greig, the 
one-time England 
captain; ‘‘What lias to be 
remembered o( course is 
that he is not an 
Englishman by birth or 
upbringing, but only by 
adoption. It is not the 
same thing as being an 
Englishman through 


"If Icouktchangeone 
thing about the British, I 
would like to see a 
gutsy, more positive 
way of thinking. People 
come here from abroad 
and find work, while all 
around them, there are 
Englishmen on the dole. 
I sometimes think that 
the English need a 
bloody good kick up the 
pants.” AHan Lnnb 


and through.” The same 
is true of Allan Lamb, 
nor is this necessarily a 
bad thing. 

“If I could change one 
thing about the English, 
I would like to see a 
gusty, more positive 
way of thinking There 
is a lot of, ‘well we can’t 
win this, let’s just go 
through the motions’. 
People come here from 
abroad and find work, in 
cafes or whatever, while 
all around them there 
are Englishmen on the 
dole. I sometimes think 
that the English need a 
bloody good kick up the 
pants. 


James Whitaker, 

Leicestershire plays a 

shot during a county 
match. 

“People who have led a 
different life, who have 
gone off to another 
country, they tend to 
want to do really well. I 
mean, I would never 
have been content just to 
play county cricket. If I 
hadn’t been able to play 
Test cricket, I would 
have looked for 
something else, in 
business or whatever. 
But people here just get 
to a level, and are happy 
with it. The English cam 
just be happy with what 
they’ve got. There are 
people in Northampton 
who have never been to 
London.” 

Which says it all, 
really, not about the 
sociology of 
unemployment, 
perhaps, but about the 
attitude of the Exile. 
Suppose, then, that 
South Africa were 
suddenly,' magically, 
brought back into the 
fold of international 
cricket. Would Lamb 
play for them? The 
answer is surprisingly 
vehement. “No!” A pause 
to consider further. “But 
it would be fantaistic to 
play against them. ” 

Tlie Exiles are those 
that have found a 
stimulus in foreign air 
and foreign soil Exile is 
the perfect method of 
calling your own bluff. 
Ah, to arrive in a 
strange place, with the 
scent of burning boats in 
your nostrils and 
nothing to declare at 
customs but your 
talents, such as they are. 
Is it surprising that 
those for whom Exile 
works are marked for 
life by the experience? 

Courtesy The Times, London 
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CRICKET STORIES 
YOU NEVER 
HEARD BEFORE! 


RANJI LOSES ms 
I EYE 

P HYSICAL ailments 
dogged Ranji 
Small pox afflicted him 
in childhood 
Ill-health hounded him 
during his cricket 
career in England 
In 1907, he contracted 
typhoid and lost weight 
heavily and was saved 
from the brink of death 
by the devoted care of 
his mother 

During the First World 
War, Ranji was out in 
France assisting Indian 
soldiers A severe attack 
of astlima compelled 
him to return to 
England 

I September, 1915 
During his recovery 
Raiiji went for shooting 
1 on the Yoj'kshire moors 
j A member of the 
I shooting party, a 
i notoriously bad shot, 

; jiut a pellet in Ranji’s 
I nght-eyo On the third 
1 dav after the accident, 

; t he damaged e,ye had to 
!)<■ I emoved in Leeds. 
'fluMiiau his eyes, he 
onccsaid enabled him 
to dccijihci' the line of a 
I ball one I 111 id of the way 
through Us flight’ while 
other batsmen ,s,aw it 
only h,df vv,iv took lies 
misfortune wit J\ 
fortitude He bestowed 
an annual grant of a 
hundred guineas on the 
Leeds Tnfirmai'y Ftom 
O Muller, 8, New 
Oxford Street, London, 
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we;, he obtained six 
glass eyes which wore so 
lifelike that it took even 
acquaintances a long 
time to discover the 
seriousness of the 
accident 

“What can I possibly 
do to atoned" wrote the 


culprit in anguish 
Ranji’s reply was 
typical “Come and sluxit 
with me as my guest 
again ’’ 

NAUGHTY PUN 

B roadcasting 

slips are generally 


unintentional but they 
often cause uproarious 
upheavals Alan 
McGilvra,y narrated an 
experience during one of 
his pre-war tours of 
England As ‘experts’ he 
had the services of two 
former Australian 
skippeVs, MA Noble 
and Vic Richardson 
(grandfather of the 
Chappell brothers) 

Their job was to 
summarise during the 
recesses 

On one occasion, the 
conditions were windy 
and the umpires were 
finding it difficult to 
keep the bails on Noble 
blundered “Vic, the 
wind is so strong it has 
blown 

Fleetwood-Smith’s balls 
off" 

QUIZ CONTEST ON THE 
AIR 

T was raining at 
Lord’s Brian 
Johnston was engaged 
in a mini-quiz contest 
over the air with Fred 
Trueman Trueman 
scored one over 
Johnston with ‘Which 
two England captains 
were born in the West 
Indies^” 

Johnston got Sir 
Pelham Warner at once 
but failed to remember 
that Lord Harris had 
also been born in 
Trinidad 

Johnston retaliated 
very soon, “In what Test 



“What can I possibly do to atone?” wrote the culprit. 
“Come and shoot with me as my guest again,” 
replied Ranji. 





Derek Randall: The blackcurrant Jam on toast 
tasted like fish’ 


were two England 
players over 50 years of 
age?" 

Trueman got one 
correct—Wilfred 
Rhodes. For the second, 
he had’to have help from 
Arlott It was George 
Gunn Both Rhodes and 
Gunn played at 
Kingston in 1930 when 
they were 52 Va and 
nearly 51 respectively' 

RANDALL MAKES A 
GAFFE 

D erek randall 

immensely enjoyed 
his tour of India in 
1976-77 They were once 
in the midst of a beach 
party where champagne 
flowed like water and a 
rich array of delicacies 
were served including 
caviare on toast Tony 
Greig, the skipper came 
to enquire about 
Randall’s well-being 
Randall informed him 
that “the champagne 
was marvellous” but he 
didn’t quite like the 
‘blackcurrant jam’ on 
toast that tasted like 
fish' 

MISSING A 
CENTURY! 

O N the second day of 
the Lord’s Test 
(Elngland v West Indies, 
1980) Brian Johnston 
met Denis Compton, 

Tom Graveney and 
Charlie (C J ) Barnett 
Johnston could not 
resist asking Barnett 
why he had failed to 
reach his century before 
lunch, against Australia 
at Trent Bridge in 1938 
Barnett was at 98 with 
an over to go. Barnett 
disclosed the reason, he 
had gone up to Len 
Hutton at the other end, 
who was the striker, and 
said. "Look, I have taken 
off my batting gloves 


We have put on 169 for 
nought—enough to give 
them (Aussies) 
indigestion during 
lunch Don’t try to give 
me the bowling so that I 
can get my hundred ” 
Hutton played a 
maiden over Barnett 
reached his century 
with the first ball after 
lunch 

PRIORITIES IN 
YORKSHIRE 

F red TRUEMAN 
was scheduled to 
take part in a ‘live’ 
feature during lunch at 
Leeds Don Mosey had 
been out in search of fish 
and chips for which the 
surrounding area was 
famous As Mosey 
returned to the ground, 
a familiar face emerged 

from out of a car which 
had just drawn come up 
alongside “Sorry, I’m a 
bit late. Sunshine. Got 
behind a bloody farm 
cart coming through 
Addingham.” Mosey 
joined Trueman in his 
car and was alarmed to 
find the radio playing a 
tape by Bill Bowes to run 


for only two-and-a-half 
minutes “God 
Almighty, Fred,” gasped 
Mosey “You’re on in less 
than two minutes ’’ 

“We’ll be all reight, me 
old flower" was the 
unperturbed Truemanic 
reply 

But things did not go 
‘all reight’ An easy 
passage into the ground 
followed by a sprint up 
the rugby stand had 
been planned But could 
not be put into practice 
The guardians of the 
gate simply refused the 
car to be parked in the 
space reserved for 
committee members' 
Fred Trueman, a 
familiar figure at 
Headingley for twenty 
years, had failed to 
make any impression on 
the men on duty 

The Bowes tape ended 
The quick-minded Brian 
Johnston started filling 
up the time on air 

A desperate Don 
Mosey suggested to 
Trueman “Tell him 
you’ve brought the pies, 
Fred ’’ Trueman tossed 
his world-renowned 
mane, swallowed his 
personal pride and 


growled at the gateman: 
“Look, I’ve got to get in. 
I’ve brought t’bloody 
pies." 

The 

commissionnaire’s eyes 
opened; "Why didn’t yer 
say so?” The gate was 
immediately flung open. 

“They get their 
priorities right in 
Yorkshire”, said Don 
Mosey. 

THE ANONYMOUS 
TAILENDERS 

T he cricket activity of 
the boys on the 
groundstaff of the MCC 
consisted usually of 
matches against 
schools, colleges and. 
leading clubs of South of 
England Two of these 
boys came together for 
the first time in a match 
against the Beaumont 
College Alec Waugh, an 
author of distinction, 
was captaining the MCC 
“What do you two do^’’ 
he asked them 
“We’re bowlers", 
replied the bolder of the 
two Waugh 

immediately put them as 
10 and 11 in the batting 
order 

The MCC innings 
collap.scd but a 
remarkable rearguard 
action came from the 
last two batsmen who 
saw the team through 
Waugh was delighted. 
Denis Compton and Bill 
Edrich never batted at 
number.s 10 and 11 
again' 

HENDREN PULLS A 
CON 

S URREY was playing 
Middlesex at Lord’s. 
Patsy Hendren— then at 
the sunset of his 
career—in a pleading 
voice informed Alf 
Gover, the Surrey fast 
bowler “Don’t pitch 
them too short, Alf. I 
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Arlott: ‘What’s more romemtic than the clean break*?’ 


can't hoc 'em aa I used 
to ■’ 

An elated Gover 
bowled one Ixmnc.er 
j after anothei' Hondren 
litKjked them for fours. 
Tf)C Suj'roy captain 
walked over to talk to 
Gover Why was he 
pitching the ball short to 
the liest hooker in 
Ungland*^ 

“But he said he didn’t 
like them short", wailed 
a gullible Gover 

JOE LOUIS BOWLS! 

A SPORTS exhibition 
was being held at 
Earls Court, London, 
after the War Joe 
Ixjuis the'Brown 
Bomber’ was engaged 
m a senes of exhibition 
bouts Further down the 
hall, Gems Compton was 
batting ill an indoor net 
to anyone with a cricket 
ball So6n he had a 
tawny bowler running 
in to him With an action 
which (according to 
Compton) would have 
scarcely won approval of 

Dickie Bird It was Louis 
himself 

KEEN-EARED 

O’REILLY 

O N a flight from 
Darwin, Miller was 
j sitting next to Bill 
j O’Reilly Suddenly 
; O'Reilly tensed and said- 
1 'Keith, there IS 
SDinething wrong with 
oiieot the engines ’ 

Milirr, an R A A F 
pilot during the War, 
straiiii d his ears, He 
could hoar nothing and 
dispelled O Reilly’s 
fears A f‘w iimiutes 
later, the engine went 
dead The pU-i no had to 
return to Dai wm 

CRICKET’S PILGRIM 

A REGULAR visitor 
to Lord's on tlie first 


day of a Test match 
would be the Rev Hugh 
Pickles, captain and 
demon bowler of the 
Oxford clergy In a 
particular year, he had 
as his companion a Preb 
and a Canon, forming a 
venerable trinity Rev 
Pickles had cancelled 
the early morning 
communion to get to 
Lord’s in time A notice 
had been pinned up on 
the Church board 
declaring that he would 
be going on his annual 
pilgrimage to LOuRDes! 

EMBARRASSING 

SLIP-UP 

H enry blofeld, 

commentator, had 
been stumped effecively 
by Brian Johnston on 
three occasions. Once 
they were talking about 
C K Nayudu, India's 


first captain in a Test 
Blofeld commented that 
C K’s daughter 
Chandrsi was the only 
female cricket 
commentator in the 
world and that he had 
had the opportunity of 
meeting her at Indore on 



Bill O’Reilly-Expert ear 


an M.C C tour. 

From the back of the 
commentator’s box 
Johnston piped up. 

“Indoors was a very 
good place to meet her 
too” 

On another occasion, 
Blofeld observed that an 
experienced player like 
Derryck Murray should 
not have left alone a ball 
which just missed his off 
stump. According to 
Blofeld, a good batsman 
should know the exact 
width of the stumps just 
as a good driver should 
know the width of his 
car. Johnston couldn’t 
miss the chance He 
said “I always think it is 
much more important to 
know the width of the 
car coming towards 
you ’’ 

That very afternoon, 
as play was about to end, 
Blofeld has said that a 
certain batsman had 
driven a bump back to 
the bowler Blofeld 
though pronounced 
only the first three 
letters “What happened 
to the P*^’’ wisecracked 
Brian Johnston 

THE ROMANTIC BREAK 

T he arrival of Tony 
Lewis as a member of 
the ball-by-ball brigade 
in 1980 coincided with 
the retirement of Arlott 
When John Arlott 
stepped out of the 
commentary box for the 
last time at Lord’s after 
the Gillette Cup final. he 
faced a barrage of 
questions Why retire*’ 
Why deprive the public 
of more of Arlott*’ 

Lewis himself thought 
that a lot of romance was 
left in cricket for Arlott 
to keep going Sipping 
his claret. John Arlott 
replied. “What’s more 
romantic than the clean 
break?" 

Compila<H>y 

Or Surapriya Mookerjaa 
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W E are now mov¬ 
ing into ido- 
kihona or the 
stepping move¬ 
ments. Basically using 
the punches and blocks 
that we’ve learnt 
already, we are now 
going to incorporate 
movement into the prog- 
ranune. 

This week we are dis¬ 
cussing chudan-oi- 
tsuki or the sequence of 
three middle punches 
with one-step move¬ 
ments, then turn and re¬ 
peat Starting from 
g-tdan-barai or the down 
ward block, throw three 
punches to the mid¬ 
section The hips should 
be kept in a straight line 
right through the for- 


ments- 


KARATE 


THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 



I ward movement, with 
the feet (just scraping 
I the floor) moving in a 
straight line. 

The punches should be 
thrown only after you 
have placed your front 
leg firmly on the 
ground Ensure that the 
back foot is twisted at an 
angle of 45° to your body 
while the front foot 
points straight. Once 
you complete three pun¬ 
ches, cross the back leg 
such that you are ba¬ 
lanced on the ball of the 
rear foot and turn 
around while perform¬ 
ing a gidan-barai. Then 
repeat the three-punch 
forward moving 
routine 

By Shivaii Ganmly 
Kyokuahinkai-Kan karate 


Chudan-oi-tsuki: starting from gidan-barai (downward block) throw three middle punches 
while moving forward. Then cross the back leg, swivel on the ball of the rear foot and turn 
while performing gidan-barai again. Now again move three steps while throwing three 

mid-section punches 









A merican pcxtt- 

BALL, is an 11-a- 
side team game 
played with ah 
oval leather ball, inflated 
to l2'/2-l3'/i p.s.i. and 
weighing 14-15 oz. (396- 
425 g.) It is played on a 
rectangular held, usual¬ 
ly of grass, but often of 
synthetic turf, 300 ft. 
(91.4 m.) between the 
goal lines and 160 ft. 
(48 8 m.) wide, with end- 
zone extensions 30 ft. 
(9.1 m.) deep beyond 
each goal line. At the 
limit of each zone, goal 
posts are erected. 

The field is marked by 
horizontal lines^ the en¬ 
tire width of the playing 
area and 5 yds. (4.75 m.) 
apart from goal line to 
goal line, giving it the 
appearance of a gridir¬ 
on. The 50-yard line 
marks the centre of the 
field. 

The object of the game 
is to outscore the oppos¬ 
ing team. Points are 
scored on touch-downs 
(6 points), field goals (3) 
and conversion tries (2 
or 1), ‘Safeties’ result in 
the award of 2 points to 
the opposing team 
A team advances the 
ball by running and/or 
passing it by hand for¬ 
ward and/or laterally 
until it is brought across 
the opponent’s goal line 
through a series of plays 
or in on full swoop. A 
touchdown thereby re¬ 
sults, and it entitles the 
scoring team to try for 
an extra point by a con¬ 
version placement kick 
through the goal posts, 
or for an extra 2 points 
by running the ball or 
completing a pass across 
the goal line. 

The conversion try, in 
each instance, starts 
from scrimmage with 
the ball placed 3 yds, 
(2 7 m.) from the goal 
line of the defending 
team. The fieldgoal is 

Ickey Woods (31) of the 
Cinoinatti Bengals (the 
colour of their helmets 
resemble the Royal 
Bengal tiger) scores a 
touchdown 


Colorspod 






Cheerleaders: an 
important part of the 
show 

usually attempted when 
the advance by running' 
and/or passing has stop- 
pied short of a touch¬ 
down but IS within the 
defensive team’s terri¬ 
tory so that the goal 
posts are within range 
for the kicking special¬ 
ist, who boots the ball as 
it is held on the ground 
for him by a team mate 
! (a placement kick) A 
safety is registered 
when a player in posses- 
sion of the ball is 
downed’ in his own end 
zone 

At the point where tne 
rei.'eiver of the kick-off is 
downed (short of a 
touchd('wn), the ball is 
put in play by his side A 
scrimmage results The 
two teams line up facing 
each other, separated by 
the neutral zone, appro¬ 
ximately 11 in (279 
mm ) --the length of the 
ball The seven men in ] 
the forward line of the 
team in possession of the 
ball are crouched low, 
prepared to block out the 
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opponents in solid body 
contact and open the 
way for their ball-carrier 
to advance or to protect 
their passer, almost in¬ 
variably the quarter¬ 
back, who IS stationed 
I directly behind the centre 
in the T-formation that 
IS virtually universal 
The three other backs 
(the two halfbacks and 
fullback) are positioned 
two or more yards be¬ 
hind him. or one or more 
may move out, or one 
may move sideways be¬ 


fore the play starts 
Before the team in pos¬ 
session of ‘.he ball takes 
its position for the 
scrimmage, it goes into 
a huddle some 10 yds 
(9 14 m) behind the spot 
where the ball is sta¬ 
tioned The quarterback 
will tell his team mates 
what offensive play will 
be tried and then will 

Miami Dolphin 
quarterback Dan Marino 
in action against the San 
Francesco 49ers 



prepare the players for ’ 
the start of the play at 
the line of scrimmage by 
calling out a series of 
numbers whose sequ¬ 
ence indicates when the 
centre will move the ball 
to begin the play The 
defensive team usually 
huddles to prepare an 
alignment against the 
play the quarterback is 
calling Play then starts 
when the centre on the 
offensive team, who is 
bent over the ball, with 
one or both hands on it, 
‘snaps’ or hands it back 
and up to his quarter¬ 
back. 

To maintain posses¬ 
sion of the ball, a team 
must advance it 10 
yards by running and/or 
passing in four downs. 
If it fails to make the 10 
yards ia, three plays, it 
will usually kick (punt) 
the ball to the opponent 
on the fourth down. 
Each time the 10 yards 
(or more) are made, a 
‘first down’ is gained, 
and the team continues 
to advance the ball until 
it scores by kicking, or 
failure to make a first 








Down for a scrimmage 

down, or through loss of 
the ball on a fumble or 
interception of a pass 

A test of little more 
than brute strength and 
endurance in its early 
years, the game has be¬ 
come so specialised that, 
whereas for roughly the 
first 75 years the 11 men 
who started a game 
probably played almost 
throughout and few sub¬ 
stitutes were used, now 
offensive and defensive 
units are used, each 
group having its own 
substitutes drilled only 
in the one phase. Special 
units are selected and 
trained also for kick-offs 
and punts, both offen¬ 
sively and defensively, 
and individually or in 
combinationsfor defence 
when the offence 
(attack) is threatening 
the goal line.' 

A head guard with a 
face mask and knee pads 
are required protective 

Inspite of all the 
protective gear, players 

do get injured, 
sometimes very severely 



equipment for each play¬ 
er. Thigh and shin 
guards, knee braces, 
and shoe cleats, all con¬ 
forming to regulations, 
may be worn but are not 
mandatory Jerseys of 
contrasting colours for 
the players are required; 
they carry numbers on 
the front and back. 

American professional 
football closely resem¬ 
bles college football. 
There are some differ¬ 
ences, most of which 
have contributed to a 
more mobile and wide- 
open (attacking) game. 
The dimensions of the 
field are the same, as are 
the basic objectives and 
manoeuvres. The offen¬ 
sive team must make 10 
yards (9.14 m.) in four 
downs or lose the ball. 
The scoring is the same, 
except that conversions 
(extra points) count only 
1 point and are usually 
accomplished by place- 
kicks. The conversion 
try takes place from the 
2-yard line, and the goal 
posts are closer together 
than in college football 
(18 ft. 6 in.-5.e m.). 








I s the fastest woman who ever 
raced being shamefully denied 
the glory that should go with 
her dazzling achievements? Or 
IS she one of the most incorrigible 
hypocrites that sport, which has 
never been short of the species, 
can claim to have produced*^ 
Florence Griffith Joyner, 
Olympic champion and world 
record holder at 100 and 200 
metres, is entitled to regard that 
second question as profoundly 
offensive But it is certainly no 
nastier than some of the 
statements delivered by fellow 
athletes who imply a basic 
connection between her 
astonishing times and the use of 
drugs. 

When we talked on a homeward 
flight from Paris, where she had 
been collecting a Sportswoman of 
the Year award from Trans World 
Sport (a weekly programme 
distributed to more than 50 
countries by the television arm of 
the Mark McCormack 
organisation), she said it was the 
source rather than the 
seriousness of the latest 
allegations that deeply upset her 
They came from another great 
Olympic sprinter, Carl Lewis, 
whose remarks to a group of 
students at the University of 
Pennsylvania suggested that 
Griffith Joyner used anabolic 
steroids and that one of her 
coaches was responsible for her 
reliance on the drug. 

Accounts in the campus 
newspaper were based on 
tapo-re(;ordings of Lewis’s words 
made by a student reporter and 
contained the assertion that he 
knew of Griffith Joyner’s 
drug-taking from ‘some very 
reliable sources’ 

However, very soon, Lewis was 
prefacing an apology with the 
ambiguous excuse that he had not 
realised his comments were being 
taped. 

T do not think it is proper to 
accuse specific individuals of drug 
use in the Press and have never 











any of the ugliest rumours and most 
harmful accusations are created by athletes 
about other athletes" Flo-Jo 


doneso.'hesaidina statement 
read by his manager. Joe Douglas. | 
‘I do not have personal knowledge j 
of drug use by Florence Griffith j 

Joyner or Bob Kersee (her former 
coach). If my comments were 
construed that way, I am sorry.’ 

However Flo-Joiwas not 
behaving like someone ready to 
scratch Carl Lewis’s eyes out, 
though her fingernails, as 
always, made a memorable sight. 

Dramatically long, they were 
decorated with asymmetric 
patterns in a vivid variety of 
colours and what appeared to be 
small encrustations of jewellery. 
With make-up applied as carefully 
as any model’s, her flowing hair 
perfectly groomed and a suit in 
traffic-stopping pink, she did not 
seem inclined to let the clouds of 
controversy rain on her parade. 
'The threats of legal action against 
Lewis would come later. 

Whether she is annihilating 
opponents on the track or coping 
with awkard questions, 
composure rarely deserts her and 
the tone of her early response to 
what had filtered through from 
Philadephia was quiet, far more 
regretful than enraged 

‘I was really shocked and hurt 
when I heard Carl Lewis had said 
those things,’she told me There 
have never been harsh words 
between us and I can’t understand 
why he would want to say 
anything like that. I am anxious 
to meet him face to face as soon as 
possible to find out the truth about 
what was said, to get from him his 
true feelings and opinions about 
all this.’ 

When I asked her if the 
persistent mutterings about 
drugs had left her depressed by a 
sense of injustice, she answered 
that a large part of her problem 
had its origrins in the fierce 
jealousies endemic to the 
increasingly cut-throat world of 
international athletics. ‘Many of 
the ugliest rumours and most 
harmful accusations are created 
by athletes about other athletes.’ 








Without hesitation, she 
reinforced her previous 
declarations that she has never 
used steroids or any other drugs 
on the International Olympic 
Committee’s banned list and 
repeated her offer to take tests 
administered by the US Olympic 
Committee any time, anywhere 
for the rest of her career. 

‘Yes, of course I stand by that.’ 
she said. ‘They can test me any 
time, anywhere. I have nothing 
whatsoever to hide ’ 

Her detractors smile sceptically 
and say that Flo-Jo need not strain 
to hide anything now that she has 
her medals, her records and her 
market value. They insist that the 
time for concealment would have 
been during last winter 
when—although she was a 
mature athlete moving into her 
twenty-ninth year—she found 
such extraordinary improvement 
that rivals who had been able to 
run her close or even beat her in 
1987 were, in the Olympic year of 
1988, invariably left with a 
receding view of a figure that had 
suddenly and blatantly become far 
more powerful. 

It is the contention of these 
critics that anyone seeking 
pharmaceutical help in building 
up increased athletic capacity 
would have been encouraged by 
the USA’s traditional lack of 
stringency in the application of 
drug controls. 

Though the six drug tests she 
took last summer were 
pronounced clean by various 
governing bodies, Griffith Joyner 
has continued to be surrounded by 
rumours. So much so that an ICXl 
spokeswoman in Seoul began a 
news conference by saying that 
her tests were negative. Never 
before had the IOC felt obliged to 
announce that an athlete had not 
been found guilty of taking 
drugs. 

Of course, the kind of suspicion 
that pursues Griffith Joyner has 
attached itself to a remarkable 
number of athletes and coaches. 
Cxirrent attempts to combat the 
problem include official moves in 
the US to make the top 25 
performers in each track and field 
event liable for testing at random 
during training, instead of being 


open to it only after competition. 
Such plans at least represent a 
rejection of the Jaissez-faire 
approach favoured in some 
quarters here, the amazing 
attitude that boosting 
performance by systematic use of 
drugs raises no more of a moral 
issue than innovative training 
methods or a dubious ploy like 
pacemaking. 

If any of us persuade ourselves 
that there is no danger in 
escalating chemical warfare in 
sport, we will be inviting the 
attentions of men in white coats 
who did not train as chemists. 

In the midst of this general 
concern, the specifics of Griffith 
Joyner’s experience remain 
troubling. As a reporter who has 
had as much difficulty as anyone 


he repeated her 
offer to take tests 
administered by the 
US Olympic 
Committee any time 
anywhere for the rest 
of her career. “They 
can test me anytime 
any where. I have 
nothing whatsoever 
to hide. " 


else in understanding how she 
could have improved her times so 
phenomenally so late in her 
career, and in comprehending 
how such striking changes in her 
musculature could have occurred 
naturally, I must none the less 
admit to considerable uneasiness 
about the way her 
accomplishments have left so 
many people unmoved. 

Maybe that incipient sense of 
guilt 18 strengthened by the 
memory of Flo-Jo’s beautiful 
fluency of stride, a ground 
devouring grace that no drugs 
known to science could impart. 

No matter how we look at it, it 
does seem sad that there should be 
such widespread readiness to see 
Flo as rather less than a heroine. 
By Hugh MclhnMMMy 




Did Martina Ever Wi 


Ulartina claims that her six 
consecutive Grand Slam 
Singles titles in 1983-84 
means she must have 
achieved the ‘Grand Slam’. 
Paul Fein reveals the truth 
behind this claim 




M artina Navratilova persists in 
maintainingr that she achieved a 
Grand Slam in 1983-84 even though 
she never won the four major 
tournaments in a calendar year, the 
time-honoured requirement. 

“I’m still trying to figure out how you can 
win six in a row and not win the Grand 
Slam,” she complained foolishly and bitterly 
during the last U.S. Open. 

The enclosed two letters should enlighten 
Martina. David Gray, the General Secretary 
of the International Tennis Federation, 
wrote to me on January 4,1983 that; “.. .it 
has never been my committee of 
Management’s intention to alter the basis 
of the classic Grand Slam, i.e., the capture of 
all four titles in a year.” 

Allison Danzig, the late, distinguished 
tennis writer for The New York Times, 
orginated the phrase "Grand Slam” for 
tennis after Don Budge swept the four ritajor 
titles in 1938. (It had already been used In 
golf for capturing the four biggest titles in a 
calendar year). Danzig’s April 28,1984 
latter to me expresses dismay that 
cheapening the legitimate Grand Slam 
would reflect "on the integrity of tennis.” 

Martina, who incidentally owns a 
bona-fide 1984 doubles Grand Slam with 
Pam Shriver, should go down as the greatest 
female player who ever lived and the athlete 
who forever changed the way the women’s 
game was played. 

Only a superstar having an aweK)me year 
can acmieve a true tennis Grand Slam. But 
Martina, even without a singles Slam, need 
not worry about her illustrious place in 
history. After all, the legendary Babe Ruth 
never won baseball’s Triple Crown, Jack 
Nicklaus never came close to achieving a 
Grsmd Slam, and even Muhammad “I am the 
grrot^t” All lost several flghts. ; 
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13 The Birches 

ar.Paul S.Fein Roslyn.N.T.April 28,198l| 

25 Beehman Drive 
A^awafli.Ma. 01001 

Dear Mr.Feint 

I an sorry to have taken so long to reply to 
ypur letter of April 12 in regard to the Grand Slam of 
tennia.My wife has been In the hospital. 

I am entirety in accord with you in standing 
for tha concept of a Grand Slam rOjuiring that the four 
major championships be won in the same calendar year. There 
is no question that this was the understanding all the 
way until the International Federation and the Men's 
International Professional Tennis Council voted in J98a 
that winning four major titles consecutively suffloed, 
whether or not they all fell in the sair.e calendar YEAR- 

I could not believe that the British lawn tennig, ; 
writers supported the I.T.F. and the Council.The English 
are usually sticklers for convention and tradition. ' 

HSd Martina won the French championship and , , 
nm been added to those of Budge .Laver.Margaret Court : 

and Maureen Connolly as having XOHIEVED THE GRAND Sl^Myiti;, 
would hav. basn a reflsctlon on the Integrity of tbnnlai 
Vfhe game has enough for which to apologias in the ajouP* . vl, 
" gipMuet of SOBS of its high rankinli players* .'.’•''i* 

■, j . I congratulate you on your thoroughly ,■ 

jfbckmanlike presentetion of thie whjle business*; , ■). 

Sincerely. '-i,"'-'' 


'y . . 

'X *• fer letting the let rule M' 1?*S SerVipe-S^. 











What longtime BBC radio announcer Max Robertson 
frequently called Lew Hoad and Ken Rosewall when his 
tongue got completely twisted in his high-speed Wimble¬ 
don commentaries; “Road and Hosewall" 


j Name of the murder mystery “whodunit" 
I weekend entertainment and tennis package that 
Advantage International designed for resorts. 
“Who Killed Hie Nastase?” 


How Pam Shriver described Steffi Graf in 1986; “Quite 
possihily the next great star in women’s tennis.. .if she can 
survive her (overbearing) father.’’ 


Racket with the highest overall rating of the 23 
tested by 50 UPSPTA tennis professionals for 
racket feel, playing characteristics and prefer¬ 
ence characteristics, according to a 1988 Tennis 
Industry Magazine survey: Slazenger Silhouette 
96 


Length of time after Pam Shriver arrived home from the 
Seoul Olympics that she carried her gold medal with her 
wherevqf she went; two weeks 
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Number of times 16-year-old phenom and even¬ 
tual champion Michael Chang was mentioned in 
the tournament program of the 1988 Trans 
America Open; 0 


Andrea Jaeger’s size when she became the youngest-ever 
winner of the Orange Bowl I8-and-under championship 
at age 13; 4‘II and 78 pounds 


Number of days that star Roy Emerson was 
required to play under his 12-month contract for 
$80,000 in 1968. 300 


What 1983 Wimbledon doubles finalist Tom Gullikson 
did, on the advice of sports psychologist Jim Loehr, to 
overcome his fear of tiebreakers; He put up signs around 
his house that said,“I love tie breaks.” 


What Ivan Lendl wrote in his black scouting 
about Peter Lundgren after being upset by him at 
the 1987 Transamerica Open: “Watch out—he's 
crazy. He hits out on every shot and the balls keep 
coming so fast.” 

Two superstitions of Peter Graf, Steffi’s father-coach, at 
Grand Slam tournaments; He bets 1,000 marks ($600 
V.S.) that Steffi will lose, and he doesn’t show up for 
matches until after the first changeover 

Cwnpaed Iqr Paul Fain 
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I I would hate to have the job of 

selec-'ting- the P’ootballer of the 
year of 1988 I can't ever 
recall there being more 
genuine contenders for that 
accolade than there are this 
time Manchester United have an 
obvious candidate in Brian 
. McClair, the First Division’s top 
scorer last season—his first in the 
English League. But he has a high 
number of rivals—and not just 
from the fashionable clubs I am 
referring particularly to 
Norwich’s captain, Mike Phelan, 
and Millwall’s inspiring 
midfielder, Terry Hurlock 
Hurlock, full of energy and a 
good passer of the ball, 
emphasises how much players can 
improve at a higher level In view 
of his Millwall performances this 
season, it is difficult to believe 
that, though now 30, this is his 
first season in the First Division 
Still, Liverpool and Celtic have 
been the most successssful teams 
over the past 12 months and 
therefore, if pressed, I would be 
inclined to plump for Ronnie 
Whelan or Steve Nicol in England, 
and Paul McStay or Frank 
McAvennie m Scotland 
Whelan and Nicol con’t get as 
much publicity as other Liverpool 
players, such as John Barnes, 

Peter Beardsley and Ian Rush, but 
no-one should dismiss their 
importance to Liverpool. It’s the 
same at Manchester United, with 
Mike Duxbury. Like him, Whelan 
and Nicol are capable of filling a 
number of different positions or 
roles, and hardly ever have a bad 
match. 

Nicol, a member of Scotland’s 
World Cup team when I was in 
charge of the squad in Mexico, is a 
joy for any manager to work with. 
He has a refreshingly 


McAvennie, (extreme left) 
quick, strong, brave and 
blessed with the ability to hit 
the ball with both feet. Is 
lilaying well enough to merit 
an international recall 


Choosing The 
Best of 







uncomplicated approach to the 
game—all he’s interested in is just 
going out and giving 100 per 
cent. 

He’s a bit like a boisterous, 
exuberant schoolboy His 
enthusiasm for the game is still as 
strong as it was when he first 
started playing. Sometimes, that 
works against him—you wish he 
could calm down a little One 
example was Scotland’s last World 
Cup tie in Mexico, against 
Uruguay, when he fluffed a great 
scoring chance with only the 
keeper to beat 

There was another example in 
Scotland’s recent World Cup 
qualifying tie against Norway in 
Oslo. He’d been given basically a 
defensive role in that game but, 
because of his determination to 
help put Scotland m command, it 
wasn't long before he started 
bombing foi-ward into areas even 
beyond his own strikers. 

But there is no doubt that Nicol 
is a tremendous asset to his team . 
Nor is there any doubt that over 
the last 12 months, he has been 
one of Liverpool’s most 
consistent—albeit comparatively 
unsung—players 


I have been extremely 
impressed with Ronnie 
Whelan (in red) and it says 
much about Liverpool’s 
asessment of him that, in the 
absence of Alan Hansen 
through injury, Whelan has 
been the team captain 


I have been equally impressed 
with Whelan. It says much about 
Liverpool’s assessment of him 
that, in the absence of Alan 
Hansen through injury, Whelan 
has been the team captain 

Like all Liverpool players, 
Whelan is a good passer of the ball 
and concentrates on doing the 
simple, straightforward things. 
Moreover, he has an excellent 
temperament for the big 
occasions, as reflected by the 
number of important goals he has 
scored 

As for Scotland, Paul McStay 
and Frank McAvennie, of course. 


did much to steer Celtic to the 
Championship-Cup double last 
season. From all accounts, McStay 
has gone off the boil a bit this 
season, but not McAvennie 
Indeed, Scotland manager, Andy 
Roxburgh, has recently come in 
for a fair bit of stick for not 
bringing him back into the 
national squad 

I can sympathise with both men. 
McAvennie, quick, strong, brave 
and blessed with the ability to hit 
the ball well with either foot, is 
playing well enough to merit an 
international recall But 
Roxburgh is right to continue to 
plump for his established front 
men, Brian McClair, Mo Johnston 
and Ally McCoist, because none of 
them have let him down. All 
managers demand loyalty from 
their players, and therefore, 
within reason, they have an 
obligation to be loyal to them. 

This was one of the reasons why 
I included the Aberdeen central 
defenders, Alex McLeish and 
Willie Miller, in that Mexico World 
Cup squad, and left out Alan 
Hansen Most people felt that I 
made a big mistake, arguing that 
McLeish and Miller weren’t in 
Hansen’s class. But the Aberdeen 
pair had done a tremendous job 
for Scotland and I don’t think 
either looked out of his depth in 
Mexico 

McAvennie is in a similar 
position to the former Celtic 
striker, Alan Mclnally, who has 
emerged as the most improved 
striker, in the First Division this 
season, with Aston Villa. Mclnally 
is the sort of striker that most 
defenders least like facing, the 
simple reason being that he keeps 
attacking the space behind them. 

He has tremendous pace and 
physical power and loves to keep 
driving forward and committing 
defenders. 

But whether he would be more 
effective than McClair, Johnston 
and McCoist at international level, 
is open to question. A manager 
can only have so many men in his 
squad and it’s only right that the 
above trio remain in Scotland , at 
least for the time being. 

It won’t do McAvennie or 
Mclnally any harm to keep 
striving for their breakthrough. 
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Hardly the mood you’d expect from the NaUonal 
Women’s Football runners-up, is it? But tnese 
women footballers from Manipur were so coniiaent 
about beating Kerala in the final that their eventual 
loss was heartbreaking... and tear-jerkmg 












Who said it? Who did it? Who is it? 
Mudar Patherya asks 50 cricket questions 
on the year that was and those who made it 


WHO SAID WHAT 


I Who described the 
BCCI as ‘The Board of 
Complete Confusion In 
India'? 

(a) Bishen Bedi. 

(b) Mohinder Amarnafh. 

(c) Ranbir Singh 
Mahendra. 

(d) Sunil Gavaskar. 

2 Who said with a grin: 

“We tried three new 
players and all came 
off’'? 

(a) Dilip Vengsarkar after 
the Asia Cup victory. 

(b) Ravi Shastri after the 
Madras Test victory. 

(c) Viv Richards after the 
series victory over 
England. 

(d) Javed Miandad after 
beating India in Sharjah, 
October. 


3 Who said: “I have yet 
to come across a 
worse wicket for a Test 
match”? 

(a) John Wright after the 

Bangalore Test 

(b) NZ manager Ken Deas 

after the Bangalore Test. 

(c) Wl mailager Jackie 

Hendricks after the Madras 

Test. 

(d) Ravi Shastri after the 
Madras Test. 


4 Who said: “They've 
been cheating us for 
37 years”? 

(a) Khizar Hayat of the 
Australians. 

(b) Shakoor Rana of the 
English. 

(c) Mike Gatting of the 
Pakistanis. 

(d) Sunil Gavaskar of the 
Pakistanis. 


5 Who said: “Imran has 
made a personal 
attack on me to save face 
with his teammates...”? 

(a) Younis Ahmed. 

(b) Javed Miandad. 

(c) Qasim Omar. 

(d) Kishore Bhimani. 

6 Who said: “My whole 
team wanted to 
boycott the game till I 
was reinstated. The 
players had given a 
signed statement to me 
to that effect but I did not 
want to Involve any 
player In this tragic turn 
of events.”? 

(a) Dilip Vengsarkar. 

(b) Mike Qatting. 

(c) Mohinder Amamalh. 

(d) Graham Gooch. 

7 Where was the 
following heard: “This 
Is not Pakistan. No 


Shakoor Ranas wanted 
here”? 

(a) India v Yugoslavia, 
Delhi, Davis Cup. 

(b) West Indies v Australia, 
SCG. 

(c) England v West Indies, 
Lord’s. 

(d) Indira Gandhi Gold Cup 
Hockey, Lucknow. 

8 Who said: “I am sorry 
your mum brought 
you up that way”? 

(a) K Srikkanth to J 
Braceweil. 

fb) M Amarnath to Ian 
Smith. 

(c) The distriot magistrate 
to Navjot Sidhu. 

M) Dilip Doshi to Rohan 
Gavaskar. 

9 Who confessed: 

“Really, I am beyond 
disappointment. You 
could say I am a little 
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Indifferent at being 
dropped. This Is after all 
not the first or second... 
or even the fifth time”? 

(a) Raman Lamba. 

(b) Maninder Singh. 

(c) Mohinder Amarnath 

(d) Arun Lai. 

•I /% Who said: “Her 
I vimouth upwards, 
especially her nose and 
eyes are very beautiful 
and bewitching”? 

(a) Sunil Gavaskar on wife 
Marshneil. 

(b) Kapil Dev on wife Romi. 

(c) Ravi Shastri on Amrita 
Singh. 

(d) Viv Richards on Neena 
Gupta. 

4 4 Who said: “Sorry 
I I Bob...er Mr 
Hawke”? 

(a) Dennis Lillee. 

(b) Greg Matthews. 

(c) Ian Botham. 

(d) Javed Miandad. 

i4 ^ Who said: “Cali me 
I ila bastard before I 
go out to bat and that will 
psyche me to do better”? 

?a) Richard Hadlee. 

(b) Ravi Shastri. 

(c) Sarfraz Nawaz 

(d) Mike Brearley. 

•f Q Who said: “There 
I ware four things that 
go through my mind 
when I am 

bowling—rhythm, the off 
stump, hate and Lillee”? 

(a) Mudassar Nazar. 

(b) Dennis Lillee. 

(c) Sanjeev Sharma. 

(d) Richard Hadlee. 

•4 A Who said: “The 
I ^Australians picked 
on me because I was the 
senlormost umpire"? 

(a) West Indian Clyde 
Cumberbatch. 

England's David 
Constant. 

(c) Indian Ram Babu 
Gupta. 

(d) Pakistani Mahboob 
Shah. 

•f C Who said: “It Is 
I wwrong to Isolate 
South Africa”? 

g i) South African All 
acher (in his sleep). 

(b) Graham Gooch after 
traing appointed captain. 


(c) ICC chairman JJ Warr 
in his personal capacity. 

(d) Alvin Kallicharran 
(every day). 

A C Who said: “I 
I wreckon I’ll be able 
to tell myself: ‘Compared 
to what I’ve been 
through, grabbing that 
winning run, taking that 
wicket is going to be 
easy’ ”? 

(a) Navjot Sidhu, accused 
in murder case. 

(b) Cancer victim Simon 
O'Donnell. 

(c) Ian Botham after being 
sacked by Queensland. 

(d) Mohinder Amarnath. 

•4 7 Who sent Shakoor 
I f Rana the following 
telegram: “I think he 
(Mike Gatting) Is not the 
son of a man. That Is why 
his face is from a white 
monkey ”? 

(a) Haseeb Ahsan. 

(b) Fellow umpire Khizar 
Hayat. 

(c) One of his superiors in 
the Lahore Railways. 

(d) Sarfraz Nawaz. 

•4 Q Who said: “I can 
I Ostiil claim to be the 
best left-arm spinner in 
the country in the nets”? 

(a) Dilip Doshi. 

(b) Maninder Singh. 

(c) Raghuram Bhat. 

(d) Bishen Bedi. 

<4 A Who made this 
I wstatement famous: 
“I am only a caretaker 
captain”? 

(a) Javed Miandad. 

(b) Derek Pringle. 

(c) Ravi Shastri. 

(d) Chris Cowdrey. 


OO How Richard 
SL wHadlee said he 
reacted to the Auckland 
crowd abuse In his early 
days... 

(a) By abusing back. 

(b) By ignoring them. 

(c) By asking to be shifted 
to the close-in field. 

(d) By slumping in the 
dressing room with his 
head in his hands. 


I MISCELLANY 


O Hj Who did Navjot 
I Singh Sidhu 



Navjot .Sidhu: Man of the series 



dedicate his Man of the 
Series (Asia Cup) award 
to? 

(a) Captain D. Vengsarkar. 

(b) Sunil Gavaskar. 

(c) Guru Nanak. 

(d) His father. 

O A What did Kapil Dev 
iCidland Richard Hadlee 
do on the rest day of the 
Bombay Test between 
India and New Zealand? 

(a) Inaugurate a fashion 
boutique on Redder Road. 

(b) Shoot a commercial for 
MRF. 

(c) Go to a hospital to see 
brain tumour patients. 

(d) Have dinner at Kapil's 
in-laws' place. 

AQ Which team was 
dbOoilip Vengsarkar 

S laying for when he 
icked the stumps down 
and led his team oft 
during a club match In 
Bombay? 

(a) Mafatlal. 

(b) Nirlon. 

(c) Tata Sports Club. 

(d) Dadar Union. 

The New Zealand 
team In the India 
was sponsored by? 

(a) Kraft cheese. 

(b) Anchor Dairy Products, 

(c) Thums Up. 

(d) Draught Beer. 

QC KlrtlAzadis 
intending to 
contest the Lok Sabha 
seat from which 
constituency? 

(a) Muzaffarpur 

(b) Purnea. 

(c) Bhagalpur. 

(d) Darbhanga. 

The Budget 
allocation for 
sports during the current 
Plane is? 

(a) Rs 13crores. 

(b) Rs 52 crores. 

(c) Rs 100 crores. 

(d) Rs 200 crores. 


Kirfl Azad: Lost (o politics? 


27 The newspaper 

that exposed Mike 
Gatting’s sexcapades 
was? 

(a) The Times, London. 

(b) The Independent. 

(c) Aajkaal, Calcutta. 

(d) Today. 













QQ Which Is the 
ibO county that 
Graeme Hick plays for? 

(a) Middlesex. 

(b) Somerset 

! (c) Queensland. 

I (d) Worcestershire. 

I OQ Richard Hadlee’s 
non-sporting Idol 

Is? 

(a) Ronald Reagan. 

(b) Piet Botha. 

(c) Mahatma Gandhi. 

(d) David Lange. 

QO What was Dilip 
OW Vengasarkar 
presented with 
when he played 
his 100th Test 
match? 

(a) A cash award of 
Rs 2,50.000. 

(b) A salver 
studded with 100 
diamonds. 

(c) A Premier 118. 

(d) A bat 

autographed by the 
India and N. 

Zealand teams. 

O 4 What was 
O I the name 
of the barmaid who 
confessed to have made 
love to Getting (or vice 
versa) this summer? 
fa) Rhea Morgan. 

(b) Fay Dunaway, 
fc) Linda Blane. 

(d) Louise Shipman. 



Hadlee: Sick of crowd abuse 



OO Respected coach 
Ofc EBAIbara 
described Azhar’s first 
three Test hundreds as? 

(a) ‘Unsurpassable’. 

(b) ‘Ordinary’. 

(c) ‘Flukes’. 

(d) ‘Enchanting’. 

OO Ian Smith was 
wO heard saying: 
‘You cheats, no wonder 
white men wouldn’t like 
to play here.’ Where? 

(a) India. 

(b) Pakistan, 
ic) Sharjah. 

(d) Sri Lanka. 




following line by 
Ian Botham; ‘if ihada 
pound for everything 
written about me that 


Maninder Singh: Assaulted 


Mike Catting: Deep In 
controversy 



was wrong...” 

(a) ‘‘I'd have been rich 
enough to buy an oilwell 
years agol “ 

(b) “I wouldn’t have had to 
work for the rest of my life!” 

(c) ‘‘Leaukaemia vimuld 
have been wiped off the 
earth years ago.’’ 

(d) ”l would have been able 
to afford a meal at the 
Savoy every day for the 
rest of my life.” 

OC What match were 
wW Maninder Singh 
and Manoi Prabhakar 
playing when they were 
Involved in a physical 
scrap? 

(a) The Ranji Trophy 
against Haryana. 

(b) The Steel Trophy final. 

(c) The Kanga League. 

(d) A charity game for 
Akash Lai’s benefit. 


!| THE IRRELEVANT 


QC Imran Khan in his 
w ^autobiography 
‘All-Round View’ 
mentions that he almost 
got married to someone a 
few years ago. Who? 

(a) Zeenat Aman. 

(b) Moon Moon Sen 

(c) Emma Serjeant 

(d) A Saudi princess. 

Compton 
O f was the first PT 
instructor for one of the 
following, all of who died 
last year. 

(a) Fatehsinghrao 
Gaekwad. 

(b) Jahangir Khan 

(c) General Zia. 

(d) Reg Sinfield. 

OO Mudar Patherya’s 
wOco-wrIter of the 
script for the Wills Video 
of Excellence was? 

(a) MAK Pataudi. (TV 
expert and of Gwalior ad 
fame). 

(b) Ramesh Sharma (of 
‘New Delhi Times/Kasautr 
fame). 

(c) Marshniel Gavaskar (of 
‘Sunil Gavaskar Presents’ 
fame). 

(d) No one. 

QQ Who In Indian 
Owpolitics was 
described as ‘another 


I Hirwanl’? 

! (a) Aslam Sher Khan. 

(b) Margaret Alva. 

(c) Janaki MGR. 

(d) SR Bommai. 

A Why did players, 
Vduring the Wills 
Trophy match in Cuttack, 
appear in black arm 
bands? 

(a) To mourn the'death of 
SK Wankhede. 

(b) To protest against the 
awful staying and playing 
conditions. 

(c) To protest against 
Vengsarkar’s suspension 
for SIX months. 

(d) To protest against the 
Board’s decision to declare 
the India-WI Ahmedabad 
limited-overs match as 
official. 


I PICTURE QUIZ I 


A A In the picture K 
•t I Srikkanth and J 
Bracewell are... 

(a) debating the apartheid 
issue. 

(b) arguing after Bracewell 
had questioned Srikkanth’s 
parentage. 

(c) arguing after Bracewell 
had accused Srikkanth of 
running deliberately on the 
pitch. 

(d) arguing after Srikkanth 
had accused Bracewell of 
spoiling the pitch in his 
followthrough. 


The cross has 
®T4(Lbeen painted 
outside John Wright’s 
room... 

(a) in jest by pranksters in 
the team. 

(b) to denote that it was 
occupied by the captain. 

(c) because Wright had 
been down with a virus. 

(d) as part of a ritual after a 
batsman is out for zero. 


A Q The name of the 
•rOtrophy given to 
Vengsarkasfor winning 
the India-NZ series Is... 

(a) The Vinoo Mankad 
Trophy. 

(b) The Walter Hadlee 
Trophy. 

(c) the Pankaj Gupta Cup. 

(d) The Anthony D’Mello 
Trophy. 
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The Second 




order needs someone 
experienced like you. In 
Madras, both Sanjeev 
and Ratu had failed, you 
know.. .so I think middle 


Innings 

By Moti Nandy 


Reminder was Saroj’a 
favourite cricketer. 
SaroJ liked hie bat¬ 
ting technique, bis 
temperament, his 
almost flawless 
atrokeplay, and, 
above all, his courage 
to stand up to raw 
pace. He was one of 
those rare cricketers 
who bad the combina¬ 
tion of toughness and 
artistry. SaroJ liked 
both. 

But Raminder was 
in trouble. His mar¬ 
riage was on the 
rocks. And people, 
especially Jovumalists 
were gossipping ab¬ 
out it. SaroJ hated 
those guys and often 
he felt so sorry for the 
young Jath. Such a 
brilliant career was 
being ruined by a 
mindless, wayward 
wife. People should be 
sympathetic. On the 
oontrfury, these peo- 
I pie were having fan. 
SaroJ had decided he 
would support the 
jath in bis copy as 
much as possible... 

And then, SaroJ got 
the worst shook of bis 
life, when on the 
third day of the Kan¬ 
pur teat, he saw 
Raminder’a clenched 
fist approach mena¬ 
cingly to smash his 
Jaw... 


jii. 


O n the second day, 
when the Indian first 
innings was still on, 
Saroj got a nice idea. He 
thought he would write 
the Raminder innings in 
Cardus fashion Neville 
Cardus, the guru of 
cricket writing. 

Saroj felt sorry for the 
way Raminder got out, 
when Bhabani was 
steadily approaching his 
century. Saroj reckoned 
that if Bhabani got his 
hundred, all the papers 
would go overboard in 
praise. 

He would’t do that, he 
would stand apart, he 
decided He would 
highlight the Raminder 
innings, the confident 
beginning that he made, 
the almost flawless 
strokeplay, barring the 
single mistake that cost 
him his wicket. 

Saroj thought Cardus 
often used to put 
imaginary 

conversations among 
players in his reports, in 
keeping with the 
players’ personality, 
image, inclinations, 
problems, to make his 
copy more colourful. 

Why couldn’t he do 
that too? He, after all, 
had been writing cricket 
for so long. Saroj had 
heard that Raminder 
didn’t want to come 
three down. An opener 
never wants. But this 
time Ravi Anand almost 
forced him to. What if he 
put a brief fictitious 


conversation between 
the two in his copy, 

Saroj wondered. 

Saroj began to 
imagine the cnversation: 
“Ram, just take look at 
the batting order. I’ve 
made a few changes,” 
said Ravi Anand, 
handing him the team 
hst. 

Raminder cast a quick 
glance, then looked 
back, a deep frown now 
furrowed on his 
forehead. “What’s this? 
I’m going three down? 
That’s crazy”, he almost 
yelled. 

“Well, I think that’s 
good for you. I’ve given 
a serious thought to it. ” 
replied Ravi Anand, in a 
cold, stern voice, “I can 
see your reflexes are not 
working as well as 
before, especially 
against the new ball. 
Besides, the middle 


oixler would be... 

“But that’s not reason 
enough to demote me to 
number five,” Raminder 
interrupted.’ 

“Well, that’s my 
decision, and I am sure, 
it’ll be good for you.” 
Ravi Anand replied, 
almost beginning to 
walk off. 

“But everyone knows I 
am good against fast 
bowling. The whole 
world has seen how I 
took on the West 
Indians. And now you 
want me to go down 
against these 
inexperienced New 
Zealanders,” Raminder 
continued 

incredulously, “Isn’t 
that unfair, Ravi, think 
about it again. I’ll look 
hke a fool,” Raminder’s 
voice was quivering, in 
excitement, in the hope 
that Ravi might just 
change his mind. 





“Come on. Ram, play front of so many people. That evening Saroj GREAT COPY, 

at least one innings," No, please... ” waited in the telex room CONGRATULATIONS 

Ravi Anand said Raminder’s voice till his copy was FOR THE SCOOP ON 

impatiently. suddenly changed. Now through. First time in RAMINDER—RAVI 

“No, not a ball” he was almost begging. his life. He didn’t want ANAND ARGUMENT. 

Raminder’s voice was And Saroj slowly anyone to have a look at WHAT ABOUT AN 

now attracting others. realised that it was he his copy. INTERVIEW WITH 

Team mates were slowly who was begging for ^ t around eleven on RAMINDER. ASK HIM 

gathering round them. him, in that imaginary Athe third day Saroj IF HE HAS GOT 

Ravi Anand’s face was conversation with Ravi got a message from his DIVORCED IF NOT, 

now glowing, in Anand. Saroj could not office: 'PRO SAROJ HOW HIS MARITAI. 

embarrassment, anger. just resist the DASGUPTA (MORNING PROBLEMS ARE 

"Please Ravi, please temptation of putting it NEWS)EXRAMEN AFFECTING HIS GAME, 

don’t humiliate me, in in his copy. GUHA THAKURTA: PL. CONFIRM. WILL 









, TAKI'J 1T1N(XJ»L0UK •’ 

: JUSTONKMOilP: 

' TIIINCi iHITTRUP: 
'lUATHIlAHANI 
SJ lANKAK IS GIVING 
[ GIHL-S AlJTOGIiAPHS 
! IN EXCHANGE FOR 
! KISSES-^ 

J Saroj had simply 
I crumpled and thrown 
I the piece of paper when 
I it occurred to him Why 
did Guha Thakurta 
: congratulate me for the 
j Raminder interview‘d He 
: hadn’t even met 
Raminder. Oh God, they 
I must have taken the 
I fictitious conversation 
I for a real life dialogue 
Saroj wished he could 
burst out laughing 

"What’s up Sarojda'd 
why are you smiling to 
yourself, asked Unni of 
UNI. Must have got 
! congrats from your 
I sports ed, isn’t it” 

I Saroj smiled back, 
without saying 
j anything, and a moment 
I later the entire Green 
j Park screamed Bhabani 
j was out 

And then it happened 
I As Saroj was watching 
' Bhabani walk back to 
j the pavilion, waving to 
! the crowd, someone 
i yelled near the entrance 
i of the press box “Where 
I is he'd I’ll teach him a 
; good lesson. Where is 
I this guy from Calcutta, 

I Saroj whatever” 

Saroj turned around 
to see Raminder 
approach him 
menacingly Someone 
liuist have pointed Saroj 
out. to him “Having you 
-A > 11 ten this"? A puzzled 
; Suroj saw Raminder 
point ing to a small box 
j on the sports page of 
Morning News 

The box had a small 
headline 
Ravi-Rainiuder 
altercation Saroj slowly 
realised that the 
imaginary conversation 
in his copy has been 


I taken out and used 
separately as a real life 
story, as if the argument 
took place in Saroj's 
presence. 

Oh, that’s why the 
congratulations, Saroj 
was beginning to figure 
out, when he heard 
Raminder shout at his 
again, “Is this by you, 
come on man, speak up ” 
Saroj was now aware of 
the tense silence 
engulfing the press box 
’’Yeah, but this is not 
the way I.. ” 

Saroj could not finish. 
Even before he took his 
eyes off the paper, he 
heard Raminder yell at 
the top of his voice, 
“Bastard, you’re such a 
shameless liar 
And then Saroj’s 
vision blurred for a brief 
while moment, as he felt 
the impact of 
Raminder’s fist landing 
mercilessly on his jaw. 

“You are a cheat, a 
fraud, downright liar, 

I you’ve no character, you 
I bastard .’’Raminder 


was still shouting 
clutching on to Saroj’s 
collar. 

It took the pressmen a 
little too long tonrecover 
from the shock. And 
then Saroj saw 
Raminder being pulled 
back by Abhyanakar, 
Tarun and Unni When 
he dropped into his seat, 
holding his bruised lips, 
he saw Shankar rushing 
towards him with a jug 
of water. He waved to 
say he won’t need it. 
Then he plunged his 
face in the notes that 
were lying about hia 
desk, silently suffering 
the insult, the 
humiliation, the bruise 
that Raminder had 
inflicted on him. He 
remembered he had felt 
so sorry for Raminder. 
He remembered he 
almost hated those guys 
when they were making 
fun of his personal life. 
How he had left the 
ground, alone, 
•shunning their 
company. Then he felt 


the warmth of the blood 
that was now flowing 
down his palm staining 
his sweater sleeves. He 
felt an anguish he never 
felt before. He felt he 
was changing. 

Later, in the evening, 
when Saroj got back to 
his hotel, he didn’t eat. 
He wanted to catch a 
little sleep He couldn’t. 
As the night grew, Saroj 
lay still in his darkened 
room, listening to 
Raminder’s voice. “You 
are a cheat, a fraud, 
you’ve no character. A 
liar. .’’Thenhe 
discovered it was 
dissolving into another 
voice It was Bina Bina 
was reaching back to 
him from that cozy room 
in Jamshedpur 

Saroj rushed to the 
toilet and puked He was 
still listening to a voice 
calling him a har, a 
betrayer, a man without 
a backbone. 

“Ah, yes, you’re right, 
Bina. You’re right”, 

Saroj stammered, and 
then emptied the last bit 
of whisky that was left 
in the bottle 

Then he went back to 
the bed and slept 

Two days later, in the 
chill of an winter 
morning, when Saroj 
greeted the caretaker of 
his Delhi guest house, 
he was handed over a 
small note: “Uncle, 
please give us a call as 
soon as you arrive. Will 
send car to pick you up. 
Rosa.” 

Saroj had almost 
crumpled the note and 
was going to throw it 
away. Instead, he put it 
in his pocket and asked 
the receptionist if there 
was a telephone in his 
room. 

Adapted by 
Suprafcash Ghoshal. 

(To tw continued) 









There are things going on in the cricket world that we don t g 


SUNDRIES 


RiCHARDS SACKED 

S urrey caused something of a stir by 
sacking their England wicketkeeper 
Jack Richards during November. Richards, 
30, still has a year of his contract to run, 
and is contemplating legal action. 

The reason behind the sacking was a 
personality clash between Richards and 
Surrey's captain Ian Greig. Richards 
confirmed that he and Greig had had 
frequent disagreements on and off the field 
during 1988, adding; ‘I could name names 
and give reasons why Surrey have been the 
most miserable club in the country.’ 

The Cornish-born Richards has played 
eight Tests for England; he scored a century 
in his second match, against Australia at 
Perth in 1986-87. and last season finished 
at the top of Surrey's batting averages with 
861 runs at S0.6S. 


Kent's action in fielding an undcr-streng'th 
side against last year's IVesf Indian touring' 
team has cost them a guaranteed match 
against the 1989 Australians, who will play 
Ken t on Aug 16-18 only if the county fail to 
reach the Nat IVest Trophy semi finals 

Alan Knott, 42. the formei’ Kent and England 
wicketkeeper, has sold his sport shop and is 
hoping to return to county cricket as coach 

Indian fast bowler Chetan Sharma has signed 
as professional for Central Lancashire League 
club Milnrow 

Mike Procter, the former South African 
allrounder, is to join Lancashire League club 
Rishton as their professional for 1989, a 
position filled two years ago by Viv Richards. 
Procter, 42, played for Gloucestershire from 
1965 to 1981. 

Ar. indoor Test series between Great Britain 
and Au.‘^traha will take place during the 
winter, with the fifth and last Test coinciding 
with tile linals of the National Indoor Cricket 
League Villa Park. Birmingham on March 
18-19 

Gi’eg Chappell, who last year severed all his 
ties with cricket administration, has agreed to 
serve on the Queensland Cricket Committee, 
which will deliberate on the game's problems 
at all levels. 



Imran Khan 

Pakistan’s party for the tour of Australia and 
New Zealand was finalised less than 48 hours 
before the team flew to Australia, Javed 
Miandad, named as captain on Nov. 14, stood 
down the next day in favour of Imran Khan, 
but a few days later Imran announced that he 
would not be prepared to tour as captain 
unless the composition of the side was altered. 
Eventually Imran got most of the changes he 
wanted: PIA fast bowler Wasim Haider was 
replaced by the promising 16-year-old seamer 
Aaqib Javed, while young legspinner Mustaq 
Ahmed made way for Abdul Qadlr, who 
originally'Was not available for selection but 
then agreed to join the tour late. Imran’s plea 
for Shoaib Mohammad—a surprise omission 
from the squad—to replace Aamer Malik for 
the World Series Cup one-day matches In 
Australia was turned down. 

The West Indies Board of Cricket Control have 
signed a 10-year contract with Mark 
McCormack’s influential International 





here about.. 


Management Group, which gives IMG control 
of the West Indian team’s tour contracts, 
sponsorships, marketing and promotional 
activities, and TV rights. The profits will be 
shared 40-60 between the Board and the 
players. The players issued their first ‘price list’ 
before the Test in Australia a newspaper 
interview now costs £500; a TV interview 
between £500 and £ 1000; a TV chat-show 
appearance £1250; and an after-dinner speech 
1500 

Somerset have revealed that no reply has been 
received to a letter sent to Joel Garner and 
Vivian Richards inviting them to become 
honorary life members of the county club 



Viv Richards 


The Cricket Society’s Most Promising Young 
Cricketer of the Year award for 1988 has gone 
to Mark Ramprakash, IB the Middlesex 
batsman who won the Man of the Match award 
in the 1988 Nat West Trophy final. 

Keith Fletcher has retired from first-class 
cricket after 27 seasons with Essex Fletcher 
44, made his debut in 1962 and was capped the 
following year, hescored 37,665 runs (37,60) 
in his career, with 63 centuries. He led Essex 
from 1974 to 1985, and again in 1988, 
becoming the first captain to win all the four 
major domestic competitions. He played 59 
Tests, captaining England in even matches on 
the 1981 -82 tour of India and Sri Lanka, 
scoring 3272 runs (39 90) with ae\ en 
centuries. Graham Gooch, who stood down at 
the end of the 1987 season, will resume the 
Essex captaincy, with lOerek Pringle as his 
deputy. Flecther will say with the county, 
leading the 2nd XI. 

Jonathan Agnew, I^eicestershlre’s new cricket 
development offer, criticised local schools after 
writing 800 letters offering free coaching but 
receiving only 20 replies-Agnew said: ‘it is not 
surprising I am woiried about the future.’ 


The Melbourne Cricket Club has announced 
plans to build a new A$100 million stand at the 
MCC, to replace the existing Southern Stand. 
The Victorian government is to contribute 
towards the funding of the stand, which ie 
expected to enhance Melbourne’s bid to stage 
the 1996 Olympic Games. The 1986 Games 
were held in Melbourne, with the MCC staging 
the showpiece events. 

Young Pakistani Mati Khan arrived 15 days 
late for his summer of cricket in Australia 
after his travel agent in Islamabad sent him to 
Obock. Tanzania instead of Hobart, Tasmania. 

David Gower opened the first indoor cricket 
school in Holland during October. The 
Unibind Cricketschool in The Hague was the 
brainchild of local cricket-lover Pieter 
Brouwer, chairman of Unibind, a large Dutch 
company. David Gower was also to be found in 
Malyasia and Singapore during October, 
touring with other old boys of the King’s 
School, Canterbury. The team, which also 
included the former Kent and Glamorgan 
player Charles Rowe, played seven matches, 
winning six, including the match against 
Singapore CC, who drafted Bill Athey and 
John Lever into their side. 


David Gower 
















NAVJOT SINGH SIDHU 


A Career to Jeq)an|y? 

Manas Chakravarty cannot believe that the Sidhu he met—a 
year or so ago—is the same person all the newspapers are 
accusing of having murdered a man 


^ m WAV JOT SIDHU 
® accused of 

I homicide’-it 
JL m took me at least 
two minutes to figure 
out what it meant. For a 
brief while I was not 
sure if I could trust my 
eyes. 

Which Sidhu are they 
talking abouf? Sidhu, 
the cricketer? 
Impossible, I debated 
with myself. The Sidhu, 

I know, and thousands 
of this country's cricket 
fans admire, is not 


capable of killing even a 
sparrow. He perhaps, is 
the coolest fellow I have 
ever met. People who 
know him would never 
believe he is a killer, I 
continued to debate, 
while scanning the copy 
for more details. 

And then reality 
began to sink in, slowly, 
and I knew it was going 
to be some of the painful 
moments of my life. Yes, 
It was Sidhu the 
cricketer who had been 
charged with homicide. 


And worse, Sidhu was 
absconding. The 
Chandigarh police was 
about to launch a 
manhunt for him. 

By then, my mind had 
begun to travel back in 
time. To that sunny 
winter morning in 
Patiala when I met 
Sidhu in his sprawling 
drawing room He was 
just getting ready to 
leave for his in-laws' 
house, where his 
newly-wed wife was 
awaiting him. I didn't 


have an appointment so 
I thought he would 
refuse to talk. He didn't. 
Instead, Sidhu talked for 
three long hours, giving 
me what later turned out 
to be quite a scintillating 
interview. And I still 
remember that scene; 
Sidhu standing in the 
doorway, a tray in his 
hand, with three cups of 
tea. 

The Sidhu I came to 
know in the course of 
that marathon interview 
could not have killed 











Sidhu tense, but the cap stays in place 


T here is a big question mark over the 
chances of Navjot Singh Sidhu walking. 
out at number three for India in the West ” 
Indies two months from now. The cricketer 
was booked on charges of‘culpable murder'in. 
Patiala on 27 December. 

According to reports from Patiala, Sidhu’s ' 
car was hit in the rfear by the car of one 
Qurnam Singh Ghalouri at around 12.30 pm' 
at the busy Mall Road intersection, very close 
to the Patiala State Bank where Sidhu is 
employed. The occupants of both cars stepped 
out. In the altercation that followed, Gurnam 
Singh—he was in his fifties—was seriously 
injured. It has not yet been established 
whether he died on the spot or on the way to 
the hospital. 

Sidhu is believed to have rushed back home, 
picked up his wife and child and left 
immediately for Chandigarh. Soon the police 
registered an FIR against Sidhu and his 
companion Rupinder Singh Sandhu under 
Section 304/34, IPC, at the Patiala city kotwaJi. 

According to the post mortem report, 
Gurnam Singh received head injures. But 
medical sources were unwilling to ascertain 
the nature of the victim’s death until the result 
of the pathological tests were submitted. 

The fallout of the incident was unexpectedly 
tense. Gurnam Singh Ghalouri belonged to a 
family of influential zamindars. Besides he 
was prominent leader of a truck o\raer8’ union 
and a brick kiln owner as well. 

Sidhu himself is no less influential. His 
father was the former auivocate-general of 
Punjab—and extremely popular during his 
tenure. Sidhu’s counsel was his father’s 
munshi. But in spite of his clout, Sidhu, 
accompanied by a dozen hefty young men, a 
couple of them heavily armed, was tense. He 
refused to speak to the press. Meanwhile, hie 
lucky blue cap stayed in place, even in the 
courtroom. 

The relatives of the deceased, also refused to 
talk. Their single biggest grouse was that the 
press and the public were out to protect the 
accused. The prosecutions lawyer Jagmoham 
Singh Saini was of the opinion that Sidhu 
lacked proper advice. “If it (the death) was 
accidental, all Sidhu had to do was to send a 
family member or a friend to the funeral and 
pay condolences to the family,” he said. 

Sidhu's immediate boss at the bank, Mr VP 
Singh, explained that the site of the accident 
was particularly accident-prone. “The traffic 
lights don't function properly at Battiwali 
Chowk There are at least three accidents there 
a week, ’he said. 



'll the death wias acddeirtai, al Sidhu M 
to send a fently member or a friend to the 
fuieial and pay condolences to the famly,” said 
the prosecutibns lawyer 


Bishen Singh Bed! was of the opinion that 
the murder appeared to have been done on very 
flimsy grounds. “Car accidents are a regular 
oootrrrence,” he said, “but do not lead to 
murder. However Sidhu does seem to be 
guilty as he ran away and was hiding. If he 
was innocent he should have stayed on the 
spot. I am surprised at Sidhu’s behaviour. On 
the surface he seems a very quiet person. But 
by not giving himself up, he has added to his 
guilt. Public sympathy may not also be with 
him, as he has murdered an old man. I feel that 
he and his friend overreacted hastily.” 

Lala Amarnath couldn’t believe the news. 
“Navjot is a very quiet boy, who does not look 
the type who can beat anyone up fatally. I am 
shocked and surprised. When we last met, he 
was totally calm and normal.” 

Chetan Chauhan also felt that the incident 
was not associated with Sidhu. “It is 
unbelievable,” he said. "I don’t know what to 
say.” 

That the Sidhu case is special is confirmed 
by the fact that for the first time in years an 
interim bail has been granted in section 
304—to Sidhu and his companion. ’There is a 
possibility that Sidhu may get away wiMi light 
punishment, even as little as three months. 

With a little lobbying ftom the cricketer’s 
side, the sentence could start after he returns 
from the West Indies. If ever it starts at aU. 

A conwtfMiMlMit with ftovy Kaiwiila, New 
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someone-impossible, 
once again I argued with 
myself, with the agency 
report that was now 
staring back at me. 

Sidhp’s father 
Bhagwan Singh was the 
president of the Punjab 
congress committee and 
an ardent follower of 
Gandhiji. Unlike many a 
young man of his times, 
Sidhu also had great 
respect for the 
Mahatma. And there 
was something about 
him that always 
suggested that his belief 
was genuine. There was, 
1 am sure, not the 
slightest streak of 
aggressiveness in his 
demeanour. Navjot 
Singh Sidhu is certainly 
one of the most peaceful 
fellows one can ever 
come across. 

I took a fresh look at 
the report. Apparently, 
Sidhu had a scuffle with 
one Gurnam Singh 
Ghalouri after their cars 
collided at around 12.30 
p.m. at the busy Mall 
road intersection. The 
fifty-year-old Gurnam 
Singh was seriously 
injured, and later died 
either on his way to the 
hospital or after 
reaching there. 

One of the most 
remarkable features 
that I noticed in Sidhu’s 
personality was that he 
was always inclined to 
give everyone his due 
respect. A reflection of 
the way he has been 
brought up. Once again, 

I found it impossible to 
visualise Sidhu hitting a 
50-year-old man, just 
because he had an 
argument with him. 
Impossible, I simply 
could not bring myself 
to believe it. 

The matter became a 
shade clearer the next 
day when I saw the 
follow-up reports giving 
more details, throwing 





more light on the 
unfortunate incident. 

The reports suggested 
that Gurnam Singh, 
during the argument, 
had abused not only 
Sidhu, but used filthy 
language about his 
mother and sisters as 


well, Well, even I would 
have lost my head, for 
that matter anyone else, 
if somebody said 
anything filthy about 
my mother and sister. 

Whatever the case 
may be, at the moment 
Sidhu IS facing the 


worst crisis of his life. 
How will Sidhu get out 
of it? I wondered. 

But then, Navjot 
Singh Sidhu is in the 
habit of facing crises. 
They have come in his 
life too early, too often. 
Sidhu lost his mother 
when he was only six 
years old. His entire 
growing-up period was 
spent without a friend, 
guide. Only his father, 
who had to pursue his 
own busy political 


Perhaps, it was this 
loneliness that made 
him a little too 
introverted for his age. 

A little too shy, quiet, 
soft-spoken. And yet. 
one can notice, a 
willingness in him to 
mix with people, to 
make friends.. and shun 
the company of those he 
did not quite like. 

And arrogance? Sidhu 
perhaps doesn’t even 
know how to spell that 
word. Something so 
strikingly 

uncharacteristic of a 
Test cricketer. Two 
complex questions now 
hold Sidhu’s life to 
ransom Whether he will 
be held guilty m court? 
Whether Sidhu would 
have his Test career 
restored? 

The answer to the first 
question will remain 
shrouded for some time 
to come, while law takes 
its own course About 
the second; I am sure, he 
will make a comeback if 
ever given the slightest 
chance. 

For all his shyness, 
quiet, unaggressive 
demeanour, Navjot 
Singh Sidhu is a 
never-say-die chap. 

This certainly is not 
the end of the world for 
him. 

All photographs of Sidhu at his home by 
Utpal Sorkar 
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For someone 
who has spent 
all her life in 
landlocketi 
Czechoslovakia, 
Lida Jelinkova 
made the swim 
from Dover 
to Cape Gris-Nez 
look ridiculously 
easy 


O N Augusta, 1988, 
an exhausted 
young woman 
reached the 
boulder-strewn French 
side of the English 
Channel near Cape 
Gris-Nez. She was 
making joyful 
exclamations, but not 
even her closest relatives 
would have understood 
her at that moment, 
although she spoke in 
■ her native tongue — 
Czech. Fatigue and 
euphoria had formed 
such a tangle of 
emotions that it could be 
unravelled only after a 
time, when she fully 
realised the greatness of 
her achievement and 
expressed it: “I’ve swum 
the Channel”. 

The English Channel, 
separating France from 
the British Isles, is 
between 32 and 180 
kilometres wide. It is 
notorious for its fogs, 
high seas and dense 
shipping traffic, and a 
challenge fbr 
long-distance 
swimmers. The first 
man who swam from 
England to France was a 
British sea captain, 
Matthew Webb, in 1875. 
Since then, 4,000 







he Channel 


attempts have been 
made, but only 330 have 
been successful. This 
year, 31-year-old Lida 
Jelinkova from 
Czechoslovakia made 
her first attempt. She is 
the only Channel 
swimmer, among 
women, from a 
landlocked country. Her 
time for the crossing, 10 
hours and 28 minutes, is 
also a Czechoslovak 
record. 

What had brought the 
Czechoslovak swimmer, 
from the small village of 
Mikulovice in East 
Bohemia, to the shore of 
the English Channel? 

“When I was 14,1 
watched Jan Novak 
during his preparations 
for his Channel attempt 
in a pool in Pardubice. I 
didn’t even dream of 
trying it myself once", 
Lida Jelinkova recalled 
But she was a good 
swimmer already as a 
girl, and in 1972-1974 
was on the Czechoslovak 
national swimming 
team. Her disciplines 
were the 100m and 
200ra butterfly. 

She married in 1976, 
gave birth to two boys, 
Petr and Tomas, and 
interrupted her 
swimming career for six 
years. The boys are ten 
^ and six today. But then 
she took up 
long-distance 
swimming, and was 
recognised in 1984 as 
one of the best 
long-distance swimmers 
in Czechoslovakia. In 
1986, she clocked 
excellent times for 10km 
and 20km — two hours 
31 minutes and five 
hours 21 minutes — 
which are world-class 
, times. 


It was then that the 
idea to conquer the 
English Channel came. 
“In fact, it was the idea 
of my coach, Michal 
Sterba. On the occasion 
of an off-season 
endurance swim in the 
Labe, he mentioned it for 
the first time, and I 
agreed immediately and 
enthusiastically. ” 

“We owe much to 
Frantisek Venclovsky 
for detailed information. 
Thanks to him, we 
established contacts 
with the Channel 
Swimming Association 
and its Honorary 
Secretary, Ms. Audrey 
Scott This organization 
regiiSters all attempts, 
has a list of owners of 
trawlers who escort 
swimmers, and also 
provides officials who 
make sure that the 
swimmer does not even 
touch the vessel or the 
hand from which he or 
she receives 
refreshment", Michal 
Sterba explained. 

Lida began to train 
hard and 

conscientiously. “In 
winter, I swam about 
seven kilometres daily 
in the indoor pool, and 
swam outdoors twice a 
week. Also useful was 
my stay on the Baltic 
coast in the GDR where I 
became accustomed to 
cold and salt water of the 
sea. In addition, my 
training included body 
building and running. I 
made an imaginary 
Channel attempt in a 
25-metre pool in April. 
My time for 40 
kilometres was ten 
hours 48 minutes — a 
new Czechoslovak 
record." 

What she could not 


know then was that in 
her real attempts, in 
much more difficult 
conditions than in the 
pool, she would be able 
to better her time by a 
full 20 minutes. But 
there was a problem — 
food. 

‘‘My greatest concern 
stemmed from the fact 
that Lida had never 
really accustomed to 
eating in water, after 
her experience from the 
world-distance world 
championships event, 
from Naples to Capri. 
This was her first race in 
the sea, and about 
midway, she became 
seasick, with all the 
consequences. She 
swam the last 13 
kilometres hungry, and 
yet finished seventh”, 
her trainer said. 

This was also one of 
the reasons why they 
decided to swim from 
England to France, 
although this direction 
is regarded as more 
difficult because of the 
stronger currents that 
the swimmers encounter 
off the French coast, at a 
time when they are 
already tired. But Lida 
could not face the 
prospect of three hours 
aboard a ship prior to 
her attempt. 

"The worst thing? The 
long waiting. We 
arrived in Dover on July 
19, and I wanted to swim 
to the continent 
immediately. This 
caused an uproar 
because it is not 
customary. All 
swimmers train on the 
spot for some three 
weeks before the 
attempt. The weather 
was bad—perhaps 
fortunately—and so I 
did the same It helped 
me. We received a 
weather report via a 
satellite every day at 
6.30 p m. and at 0.30 


after midnight. But a 
good evening forecast 
could be superseded by a 
less favourable report 
during the night, and 
this was almost 
regularly the case, for 
days on end. We played 
cards to overcome the 
tension.” 

After 13 days of 
waiting, Lida Jelinkova, 
escorted by the ship 
Helen Anne-Marie, set 
out for France from the 
Shakespeare Beach 
between Dover and 
Folkestone. 

"The weather was 
good, but there were 
waves. One metre, later 
up to two metres high. 

We had been afraid of 
them at home but I 
found that they weren’t 
dangerous. They slope 
moderately and can be 
‘ridden’ well. Much 
worse are the 60-70 cm 
waves, I drank them 
often. The water in the 
Channel was relatively 
clean, I saw only 
medusas and lumps of 
algae I was able to swim 
easily, only the last few 
kilometres, in a cold and 
strong current, where 
water was only 11-12 
degrees Centigrade, 
were difficult I needed 
three hours for the last 
five kilometres. 

Lida also ate regularly 
during her swim. Every 
hour, she received from 
the boat bananas, 
oranges, wafers. 

She succeeded in 
overcoming all pitfalls 
and difficulties, and 
crossed the Channel at 
her first attempt Her 
final comment indicated 
that she would not be the 
last Czechoslovak 
channel swimmer: 

"There are many 
promising swimmers in 
our country who might 
better my record time in 
good conditions.” 

Daniela Kristufkova 


when the'good life' 


O KAY, it’s that time 
of the year a^ain. 
When aJl the year- 
end socialising is 
beginning to catch up 
with you. Too much 
grub; too much booze;too 
many late nights. In 
short, too much of the 
good life. And, with it 
all, too much of a bulge 
around the middle. 

We’re not trying to lec¬ 
ture you on overdoing 
the year-end festivities. 
That's for you to decide. 
What we’re going to do 
here is work out a small 
exercise programme 
that will get you back 
into those expensive 
trousers you bought for 
Christmas ’88. 

First of all, let’s start 
with food. The rich fruit 
cake should be finished 
by now. If it hasn’t, call 
some friends over and 
let them get fat. Then 
chart out a low-fat diet 
that’ll take the strain off 
your lungs... from hold¬ 
ing your breath and 
keeping your turn in, 
that’s how! Try salads. 

! They’re great health 
i food. Not only will it cut 
j down on calorie intake, 
it’ll also give your diges¬ 
tive system a chance to 
clean up. 

Once you’ve done that, 
it’s time to start working 
out. Tf you’re essentially 
the lazy type, then try 
and drag yourself out of 
bed and go for a jog at 
least. Okay, okay, what 
about a brisk walk? That 
better? If early morn¬ 
ings are bad news for 


catches up 


you, try and get in your going to disappear. It’s about the tummy, let’s 

five kilometres in the all a very simple equa- do some abdominal exer- 

evening. Even skipping tion, really. If you’re cises first. Sit-ups. That 

in your bedroom will going to lose fat, you’re boring old exercise. But 

suffice. going to have to burn off oh-so-effective. It might 

For the others, there’s more calories than you not cut the fat im- 

more strenuous stuff consume. And the only mediately, but streng- 

ooming up. Don’t get put way you’re going to do thens the abdominal 

off. Just keep in mind that—apart from starv- muscles so much that 

that the harder you ing—is by exercising- the bulge looks smaller, 

work out, the faster ...hard. Because sit-ups are so 

those ugly rolls are Since we’re worried boring, here axe some 
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interesting variations. 
Try doing sit-ups with 
your feet on a ohair. 
That should have you 
puffing in no time. If 
that’s too easy, then 
bend ydUr knees and 
twist your torso every- 
time you sit up and 
touch your elbow to the 
opposite knee. How’s 
that? 

If you’re really going 
for gold, here are some 
killers. Keep one leg 
bent, with the knee close 
to your body and foot 
flat on the floor. Keep 
the other leg stretched 
out about two feet off the 
floor. Now, with both 
hands stretched out in 
front of you, sit up and 



try and touch the out¬ 
stretched foot’s toes. 
You can also experiment 
with scissor crosses 
where you lie on the 
floor and scissor yoxir 
legs about a foot off the 
floor. Keep your palms 
under the small of your 
back to relieve the press¬ 
ure In that region. 

We’ve also discussed 
crunches in the fitness 
column. Probably the 
most comprehensive 
abdominal exercise— 
since it works both the 
upper and lower abdo¬ 
minal muscles—crun¬ 
ches are as difficult as 
they are effective. We 
suggest you keep crun¬ 
ches for later. First get 
your abs into gear with 
sit-ups and the like. 
Then, once they’re 
stronger, introduce 
them to crunches. 

Stretches also do won¬ 
ders to layers of fat. 
While all the hard exer¬ 
cises that we just spoke 
about, will strengthen 
the muscles and make 
you trim, the stretching 
will slowly, but steadily, 
work on the fat. Try toe¬ 
touching. C’mon, get 
those palms on the floor. 
And don’t cheat with the 
knees! You could also do 
side bends. Stand 
straight with the palms 
of your hands pressed to 
the side of your hips. 
Bend to one side, letting 
the palm on that side 
run down the side of 
your leg while the other 
palm rides up your rib 
cage. Then bend to the 
other side, doing exactly 
the reverse with your 
palms. 

That’s about it for 
now. If you’re willing to 
give it a try, they should 
do the trick for your 
paunch. Remembo*, cut 
doudi on the good life. 
It’s a fresh, new year 
now. Let’s work toward 
a fitter you ih the future. 
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Just For A Laik(ins)! 

When Richard Lines decided to help his mate Ian Botham on 
his elephant charity walk across the Alps, he certainly 
wasn’t counting" on his wife running off with his buddy, 
Wayne Larkins, the former England Test batsman!! 



C ricket star 

Wayne Larkins 
has run off with 
the wife of Ian 
Botham’s beat pal. 

Former England Test 
batsman Larkins, mar¬ 
ried with two children, 
j started a passionate 
I affair with attractive 
mother of two, Debbie 
Lines, while her hus¬ 
band was helping 
Botham on his elephant 
charity walk across the 
Alps Now Larkins, the 
Northants batsman who 
was on the ' erge of an 
England recall last sea¬ 
son, has been cited in 
divorce procetxlings by 
Debbie’s husband 
Richard. 


Botham with Debbie 
Lines during his walk 

While Larkins and 38- 
year-old Debbie were en¬ 
joying a day at Towces- 
ter races, jilted hubby 
Richard spoke candidly 
of his broken marriage; 

“We are now trying to 
be very civilised for the 
sake of the children, but 
the pain is still there.” 

Ironically, the affair 
began at one of Ian 
Botham’s parties a year 
ago at his home and Ian, 
a close mate of mine and 
Wayne’s is particularly 
upset about it all. Our 
other mutual friend 
Alan Lamb is also very 


embarrassed about the 
circumstances. 

We have always led a 
hectic social life among 
international cricket 
stars and I know in the 
past she has flirted with 
them all. But I’ve kept a 
close eye on her. This 
time I just didn’t see the 
fling with Wayne 
coming. 

It didn’t help that she 
did it behind my back 
while I was helping Ian 
raise cash for charity in 
France. That really 
hurt. 

I don’t doubt Debbie 
and Wayne have 
genuine feelings for 


Wayne Larkins left his 
wife Jane holding the 
baby 

each other but when I 
talk to him on the phone 
there is still a lot of ani¬ 
mosity between us.” 

Richard, 37, who has 
been married to Debbie 
for 16 years, claims he is 
not the only injured 
party. 

"Wayne’s wife Jane 
has been left literally 
holding*" the baby,” he 
said. “Wayne was only 
recently a father again. 
Friends tell me he had 
his child knowing full 
well he was carrying on 
with my wife. That was 
pretty callous of him.” 
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He added: “When I get 
my bitter moments I am 


Richard, a Somerset 
lad through and 


surprised that my wife through, is the captain 
picked on Wayne. He is of his local team, Corfe 

not even* in the first As he put it. “Cricket has 

eleven compared to 
others she has met " 


been m my blood all my 
life and that’s why I have 
so many good friends on 
the international Test 


scene. ' 

“Ian and Alan Lamb 
are my closest pals atid 
they have all stayed with 
me I still love my wife 
and I hope she can get 
Wayne out of her 
system 
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' JAIPUR 


Kaliaddi For Asiad 

WhE Olympic Council of Asia 
Ji during its meeting at Bahrain 
just before the Seoul Olympics 
granted kabaddi the recognition 
by making it a discipline of the 
j Asiad. The OCA stipulations 
I requires a minimum of five 
; countries should take part in the 
sport that comes under the Asian 
! Games purview, 
i The Amateur Kabaddi 
Federation of India and the Asian 
Amateur Kabaddi Federation 
successfully presented its case 
and kabaddi became an Asiad 
discipline but another stipulation 
j of the OCA said that a new sport 
j would not be imposed on the 
organisers of the Asiad unless they 
are willing to host it. 

, The Asian Kabaddi Federation 


won another round when China 
expressed their willingness to 
take part although they were not 
keen to field a team of their own. 
The Chinese organisers have 
asked the Asian body to send their 
representatives and lay the 
infrastructure for successful 
conduct of the sport. 

The Asian Body has formed a 
technical committee headed by Mr 
K.D. Gautam of India to assist the 
organisers in creating 
infrastructure for kabaddi 
matches, It is likely that the Asian 
Kabaddi delegations would visit 
China to discuss with the hosts 
about raising the facilities. 

The experiences of the Jaipur 
Asian Championship are not very 
encouraging. But Mr A.K. Saha, 
the secretary-general of the Asian 
Kabaddi Body felt that if five 
A kabbadi match between 
Bangladesh and India held in 
Jaipur recently 


teams could take part in the 
Jaipur meet, about eight or ten 
teams will be fielding their teams 
for the Asiad. 

“The Chinese are not our 
affiliated members but they have 
asked for a nxle book and a video 
tape of the sport—they are also in 
touch with the Bangladesh 
Federation and I am very hopeful 
that the Chinese would also field 
their team for the Asiad. Knowing 
the Chinese, it would not be a 
surprise if they field their team," 
opined Mr Saha who is the 
founding father of Asian Kabaddi. 

The Japanese and the 
Malaysians demanded that 
Kabaddi should be played on a 
synthetic sxirface during the 
Asian body meeting. They felt that 
this way injuries covild be 
prevented. But India opposed the 
move as this would make the sport 
expensive and it would come in 
the way of its popularity. 
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I Thf Asian Kabadcii Body has 
' however decided that this sport 
shoiiJd be restricted to those who 
are under 80 kg of weight and not 
Ixjyond 

ThIS was accepted to make the 
sport more competitive. Mr Saha 
; hopes that kabaddi will have a 
I wider following after its exposure 
j during the Asiad and the sport 
! will be India’s gift to the world 
, Prakath Bhandari 

I BHOPAL _ 

I BHEL Hockey 

T he HHEIj Inter-Umt hockey 
meet concluded at BHEL Sports 
j Complex hockey ground recent ly 
In the final, the Bhopal Unit 
defeated Hardwar The BHEL 
Bhopal team, filled with national 
and international stars. 

Iierformed superbly throughout 
the tournament and easily 
outclassed unit Hardwar Abid 
Noor (Bhopal) was given a special 
prize for scoring the maximum 
number of goals Mr 
Raghuwanshi, Dy General 
Manager and president of BHEL 
Sports Club gave away the prizes 
Sunil Chincholkar 


All-India Police 
Sports Meet 

T he 38th All-India police sports 
(Western Zone) competition 
was held at Bhopal recently. The 
Chief Minister of Madhya 
Pradesh, Arjun Singh, gave away 
the prizes He also announced a 
grant of Rs 8 lakhs for the 
establishment of an aquatic 
training centre 

The Indo-Tibetan Border Police 
(ITBP) came up winners in 
hockey, football, and volleyball 
while Maharashtra won in 
kabaddi. Madhya Pradesh police 
stood first in wrestling and 
basketball and judo. 

Sunil Chincholkar 

_ HYDERABAD 

Natioiial Sub Junior 
Tennis 

T op seed Anirban Barua of 
Assam, a BAT boy, took the 
boys’ under 12 singles title in the 
National Sub-Junior 
championships beating S Panja of 


Mr Raghuwanshi, President of BHEL Sports Club gives the 
trophy away to the winners 






Bengal 6-2,6-t3 in the final at the 
Lai Bahadur stadium recently. 

In the Girls’ section, Arthi 
Ponappa of Karnataka had to 
wage a grim battle against second 
seeded Nikhila Natarajan of 
Andhra Pradesh in a keenly 
contested three setter 6-0, 2-6, 

6-3. 

The boys’ final which looked 
like an interesting battle in the 
initial stages with Panja and 
Barua surviving their own serves 
petered out to be a smooth going 
for the BAT academy boy from 
Assam. 

The shorter and slimmer Bengal 
lad, in the course of the 
tournament had pulled off some 
upsets on hie way to the final. But 
the bigger built Barua clearly 
showed his cl^ias and power and 
knew how to take advantage of it. 
Using his strong service and 
powerful forehands, the Assam 
lad swept Panja off his feet with 
aggressive tactics. 

In the girls singles final, Arthi 
began her campaign in a 
whirlwind fashion as Nikhila 
borrowed time to settle down. The 
Karnataka lass breezed through 
the first set in only 15 minutes 
However, in the second Nihila 
showed her talent and turned the 
tables on her opponent and took 
the set at 2-6. 

In the decider, however, the 
battle was fought tooth and nail 
with both of them breaking each 
other’s service game and holding 
their own service intact. Nikhila, 
who pinned her hopes on the 
baseline shots, lost the crucial 
fifth game and Arthi surged 
ahead on top and claimed the 
match and title at 6-3. 

The BAT boy, top seeded Rohit 
Reddy from Tamil Nadu defeated 
Sahel Moolbhoy of Maharashtra 
6-3, 6-4 to clinch the trophy in the 
under-14 boys section. 

The match was marked by long 
rallies. Rohit looked more 
comfortable right from the word 
go. Hie baseline shots and superb 
forehand and backhand strokes 
demolished the Maharashtra lad. 

However, in the girls under-14 
singles final, Divya Merchant 
(Maharashtra) thrashed Falguni 
Prasanna (Gujarat) 6-2, 6-1 in a 
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Arthi Ponappa: the gfirl’s 
under-12 champion 


one sided encounter. Divya, the 
top seed in the group was in fine 
form and there was little the 
Gujarat girl could do against the 
speed and accuracy of Divya 
Falguni had shown a lot of 
determination and guts in 
fighting her way into the final, 
but playing against Divya, she 
was off colour. 

The Boys doubles pair of 
Venkatesh Iyer and Nitin Kirtatne 
(Maharashtra) defeated Raju Naik 
and Rama Raju (Andhra Pradesh) 
7-6, 6-2, 


Natasha and Falguni beat 
Rashmi Sethi and Priyanka 
Agarwal 7-6, 3-6, 6-3 in the girls 
doubles final in a match which 
saw each pair dominate in turns. 

Maharashtra won the 
inter-state team championship 
titles in both the boys and girls 
sections. The inter-state 
tournament did not have any 
separate age groups and 
participants from both age groups 
represented the States. In the boys 
final Maharashtra beat Tamil 
Nadu 2-1 In the girls section 
Maharashtra beat neighbours 
Gujarat 2-0. 

The Sub-Junior Nationals 
provided the opening for some 
new entrants The BAT boys 
dominated the show right 
through The technique and 
strokes these boys displayed was a 
treat to watch 
L. Ashli 

RAN CHI _ __ 

A Bri^t Prospect 

DIL HUSSAIN, the 20 year old 
Ranji player from MECON, 
Ranchi, emerged this season as 
one of the very few promising 
players from the East Zone 

Ramesh Saxena, the National 
selector, described him as ‘a 
stylish middle order batsman, an 
agile fielder, who chips in with 
occasional off spinners’ while 
talking about promising players 
from East Zone. 

On his Ranji debut against 
Tripura, he showed his 
temperament and technique while 
scoring 81 runs on a cracked 
pitch, and bailing Bihar out when 
he put on 164 runs for the second 
wicket in partnership with the 
veteran Han Gidwani. His ability 
to play mainly in front of the 
wicket, along with an instinct for 
placing the ball and stealing 
singles, make him a safe player on 
a wicket with invariable bounce 

Against Bengal too, he 
acquitted himself well by scoring 
46 runs, when an injured left 
shoulder prevented him from 
launching into drives. 

As a fielder, his brilliance came 
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Adil Hussain; a bright prospect | 
for big league cricket | 

to the fore when he was picked up j 
for Bihar for its Ranji semi-final | 
match against Hyderabad in I 

1986-87 This year against I 

Tripura, he took two vital catches. I 
picking up full blooded drives 
inches off the ground while 
moving in from the covers 

He picked up a similar catch 
against Assam He hurt hia left 
shoulder attempting yet another 
half chance in the cover.s This did 
not prevent him from patrolling 
the covers against Bengal, which 
he capped off with an excellent 
catch while running backwards 

His panther like movements in 
the covers, lightning quick pick 
up and throw, and a sound batting 
technique were honed over the 
years, since 1980-81, when he 
represented Bihar Under-15 as a 
thirteen years old His rise has 
been a gradual step by step through 
under f 9 and under-22. and 
finally to the Ranji Trophy. The 
carefully nurtured talent of Adil 
needs just that vital break 
through and luck, to make it to 
the big league 

Arun Kumar Ttiakur 
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Happy And Gay 

And soccer players too 

T here have been teams for whites.. .there 
have been teams for blacks. But this is the 
first time we’ve heard of a team for gays! 
Gerard van Reijsen, a 37-year-old homosexual 
who played a long time for the Dutch team 
Waterkwartier, has recently set up FC Gays, 
an amateur team hoping to play in the Dutch 
league, for soocer players with a difference! 
The eventual aim being to prove that 
homosexuals play soccer as well as 
heterosexual men. 

While the team continues to grow, Reijsen is 
wrestling with the problem of getting his team 
registered with the Dutch association. 
Accepting that there will be initial opposition, 
he says that minority groups are allowed to 
register “The idea is to promote a gay club 
alongside other clubs, with members taking 
part in our club and their regular team,” says 
Reijsen. 

And for those of you who are wondering at 
Reijsen's innovation, this isn’t the first time 
gays have set up their own soccer teams. Gay 
soccer teams already exist in Berlin and the US 
while Britain, Spain and France are talking 
about it. The Netherlands is just following 
their lead. 


Back Your Mouth 

With your fists 


L ooks like Lloyd 
Honeyghan and 
Marlon Starling 
are born fighters 
Honeyghan, the 
World Boxing 
Council welterweight 
champion from 
Britain, and Starling, 
t he challenger from 
USA, met at a press 
conference to 
promote their title 
IkhU scheduled for 
Fcbi'uary 4 and before 
anyone knew it, the 
two were hurling 
inaulis at each other. 
“1 hate the guy I’m 
going to shut him up 
once and for all”, 
yelled Honeyghan. 
Starling countered 
with “He’s a jerk, a 




disrespectful jerk, we 
won’t even shake 
gloves before the 
fight.” 

Well, the verbal 
assaults are flying 
already. Let’s see how 
they back their words 
with action on the 4th 
of next month. 



The Quitting Syndrome 


Hope it doesn’t get to cricket 

captain and 
vice-captain 
respectively. There 
could even be trouble 
among them too. 
While some of them 
will root for 
Vengsarkar as 
skipper, a few may 
want Shastri as 
skipper. The North 
Zone will plump for 
Kapil Dev to lead 
while players from 
the South will be 
backing Sftkkanth. 

Just hope for the 
sake of Indian cricket 
that their players 
don’t resort toi 
measures like 
Shahid. 


W -ONDER if 

Indian cricket 
will take a leaf 
out of Indian hockey’s 
book? With 
Mohammed Shahid 
announcing his 
retirement f^rom 
International hockey 
“to protest against 
Pargat Singh not 
being made captain of 
the Indian team", can 
you Imagine what 
this could lead to on 
the cricket field? 

You'd have the 
Bombay players 
announcing their 
retirement if 
Vengsarkar and 
Shastri are not made 





QUESTIONS 

1. Which was the first visiting cricket 
side to tour Pakistan? 

2 Who IS the eldest of the famous five 
Mohammad brothers of Pakistan 
cricket? 

3. What is common to Dennis 
Compton, Stan McCabe and Jeff 
Stollmeyer as far as Test debut is 
concerned'? 

4. What IS common to Ranji, Nawab of 
Pataudi (Sr.) and Lala Amarnath as 
far as Test debut is concerned? 

5. Who was the first cricketer ever to 
have dismissed 100 batsmen at the 
wicket and scored over 1000 runs in 
Test cricket? 

6. One of India's great batsmen of all 
time failed to make his school team 
because his games teacher held that 
good batsmen should be tall Guess 
who? 

7. Over to Me is the autobiography of 
one of the best spinners of all time 
Name the player 

8. Who became the first priest to play 
in Test cricket"? 

9. Why will Indian sportlovers never 
forget the name Tunbridge Wells'? 

10. The “come-to-attention shot” was 
a speciality of Doug Walters 
(Australia). What is it"? 


ANSWERS 

1. India (In 1954-55) 

2 Wazir Mohammad 

3. All of them made their debut before 
Ihey were 20 

4. All of them scored a century in their 
'irst Test 

5. W.A. Oldfield (Australia) 

3. G.R. Vishwanath 

7. Jim Laker 

3. Rt. Rev. David Stuart Sheppard 
;England). In 1956 v Australia (4th 
Test) 

9 Kapil Dev hit the historic 175 n o. 
against Zimbabwe on June 18,1983 
jn the Prudential World Cup) on the 
^evill ground there 

10 Walters used to click his two heels 
ogether with both feet facing the 
jowler and lash the ball to the 
■nid-wicket boundary 

tanJK Ghoth 

CHESS 

Jne of the most attractive games 
)f 1987 was played in September 
n the European Club 


Championship The mighty 
Bayern Munich knocked out the 
Italian club Cavit Tnent, and this 
game was played on bottom board 
It exemplifies that rather rare 
theme mentioned by Capablanca 
in his Chess Fundamentals 
attacking with the aid of two 
knights 

White G. Hertneck Black. M. Slbillo 
Modern 1 d4 g6 2 e4 Bg7 3 Nf3 C5 4 dxcS 
Qa5 + 

A flexible opening by Black 4 d5 
would have been a Benoni, 
allowing a capture on d4 would 
have boon a Sicilian 

5 c3 OxeS 6 Be3 Qc7 7 Bd4 Nf6 8 e5 NdS 9 
Na3 

The flashy 9 e6 would lead 
nowhere after 9 Nf(3, and it i.s 

precisely the loss of 16 for the 
knight that causes Black’s 
subsequent difficulties 

9.. .Nc610 g318? (Casting was safe) 11 
Nb5 Qd812 Bc4 Nxd413 (lxd4 Nb6 

The knight lacks good .squares, 
and Black’s development suffers 
all round as Nc7 + becomes a 
serious threat 
14 Qc5t Nxc415 Qxc4 m 16 Rdl Qb6 
Not 16 fxeS 17 Nc7 and 18 Neb + 
is a threat 
17Rd61Qd818Rd3 

The rook sacrifice gained a tempo 
to transfer to f3 later, 17 cxdG 
18 Nxd6 Ke7 1 9 Qf7 4- Kd8 20 
Qxg7 Re8 21 Qxf6 + would bo a 
simple white win 

18.. .Qb619 Nc7Rb8 20 Ng5Ie6 

20 fxg5 21 Rf3 -I- Bf6 22 exf6 e6 
would hang on longer 

21 exf6 Bxf6 22 Rt3 Kg7 23 Rxf6! Kxf6 24 
Qf4-tKe7 

24. Kg7 25 Qf7+ Kh6 26 Qf6 and 
27 Nf7+ wins 

26Nd5+l 

So the knight was not stranded at 


BLACK 



WHITE 


c7 after all Black resigned, seeing 
25 exd5 26 Qe5 + Kf8 (26. KdS 
27 Nt7 mate, 27 Qxh8+ Ke7 28 
Qe3-t- picking up the other loose 
rook 

Bernard CaHerty 

BRIDGE 


Looking at the North-South hands 
below, can you imagine how seven 
spades could fail"? With the 
trumps 3-2 and the diamonds 
providing five tricks, there are at 
least fourteen tricks on top But 
things are not quite the .sanie 
when you are playing in team 
trials for the world championship 

# A K 1 2 

' A 10 8 

.. A 10 6 4 2 

^ 6 

#864 
; 9 

^ 9 7 5 3 
# K 9 8 4 3 

♦ Q 10 7 5 
K Q 6 

K Q 

A A 10 7 5 

Three of the foui North-South 
pairs in the final American Inal 
reached seven spades, all using a 
“splinter" bid (an unnecessary 
|ump) to indicate North’s 
singleton in clubs 'fheoiily pair 
to fail, oddly enough, were 
Hamman and Wolff, who had a 
misunderstanding about thejump 
to four clubs 

To return to the play, Baviicek, 
in seven spades, won the club lead 
and played a low .spade to the :«;e, 
on which West con* i ibuted a 
frolicsome jack South ci'osscd to 
the king of hearts, rufled a club, 
and led the king ot spades, all 
following 'I’lien came a diamond 
to the king and another club ruff 
Now South had to leturn to 
hand to draw the last trump He 
tried a .second round of hearts 
Unlucky' East ruffed and cashed a 
club for two down 

It declarer is going to follow this 
line, clearly he should ruff a club a 
trick two "Then he will need to 
cross to hand only once m each 
red suit and will escape the heart 
ruff The other three declarers all 
made thirteen tricks 

Boris Schapiro 
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A t the f'nd of the year, 
”1 a moment of nos¬ 
talgia. I flipped 
through my clippings 
[’lie Nothing much, as 
compared to my col¬ 
leagues. but an amazing 
discovery The first time 
one came into print, 
years ago, in 1980, was 
through a letter to the 
Editor in Sportsworld. 
The letter was brief and 
to the point; “Miruts Yif- 
ter has undoubtedly 
proved that he is the 
greatest sportsmen of all 
time I cannot imagine a 
Bjorn Borg or a Muham¬ 
mad Ali winning titles at 
the age of 37 or 39. In¬ 
stead of Daley Thomp¬ 
son. I choose Yifter as 
the “man among men” in 
this recently concluded 
Olympics.” 

The discovery was 
strange Because, years 
later, in 1988, when 
given the task, of writing 
a piece on athletics, for a 
decade issue,there was a 
sudden desire to write a 
lot about Miruts Yifter. 
Why Miruts Yifter? 
Surely he was a cham¬ 
pion runner, but why 
did I have so much of 
interest in this particu¬ 
lar runner, from an 
alien country, 

thousands of kilometres 


away 

It was then that I real- 
ised suddenly that 
Miruts Yifter had a 
powerful impact- on my 
mind when I was a 
teenager. There was 
something heroic about 
him This balding man 
with a humble de- 
'iieanour, who after per- 

stent attempts, since 
19 72. finally managed 
to win a gold medal in 
majestic style in 1980. 

Miruts Yifter inflamed 
a young man’s idealism. 
A thought arises: how 
many such superheroes 
play a vital, inestimable 
role in the development 



of younger generations, 
Surely Pele inspired a 
young generation like 
no other sportsman. 
And what about Johan 
Cruyff? or Gerd Mulldt-? 
or Lasse Viren? or Bjorn 
Borg? 

There is something ab¬ 
out the supreme sports¬ 
man that sends a shiver 
of hero-worship 
through the young. The 
look of confidence, the 
intensity with which 
they played, the almost 
child-like smile when 
they won, the sense of 
utter devastation when 

they lost.the youth is 

inflamed by all this. It 
creates a rare feeling: a 
craving for excellence. 
And just as casually, out 
of the thousands of 
youths inflamed, there 


is one who is so intense¬ 
ly inflamed that he de¬ 
cides to become a cham¬ 
pion himself 

Charlie Paddock, the 
Olympic 100m gold 
medallist, excited Jesse 

Owens who became a 
champion in his own. 
right, who then excited 
Harrison ‘Bones' Dil- 
liard. And so it goes on 
and on. 

It is perhaps this deep 
identification that 
makes these super 
heroes so essential for 
the psyche of the world. 
And it is perhaps this 
deep identification tliat 
created such anguish 
and trauma over the Ben 
Johnson scagdal. In 
New York, a visiting col¬ 
league was amazed to 


come across the case of 
two children, who by 
watching television, had 
identified completely 
with the Canadian sprin- 
ter. They collected 
mementoes, pennants, t- 
shirts, and posters of the 
sprinter. And when he 
won, the father and 
mother had'great , diffi¬ 
culty in controlling the 
excitement of the chil¬ 
dren. That was all very 
fine. 

But when the curtain 
came down, when John¬ 
son was exposed, the 
children went into 
shock. They were 
traumatised. They did 
not eat, could not speak, 
could not sleep and 
finahy, the parents were 
forced to take the chil¬ 
dren to a psychiatrist. 
Such was the damage 
that had been done to 
their psyche, to their 
idealism. I wondered all 
of a sudden what would 
have happened to me if it 
was discovered that 
Miruts Yifter was on 
drugs and was caught 
fooling the world. It 
would have sent me and 
countless others into 
shock. It is therefore im¬ 
perative that sport 
should be cleaned up. 
Because of the role of 
television, sport has a 
tremendous impact. It 
should be cleaned up so 
that there are no more 
cases like the Ben John¬ 
son scandal. 

Otherwise, there will 
be a constant feeling of 
suspicion about out su¬ 
perheroes and a con¬ 
stant terror of betrayal. 

Another year has rol¬ 
led in and we will have 
again* stupendous , 
achievements in sport 
once again. A New 
Year’8 Wish; That all- 
these records are create! 
by authefttic championsi 
Not in the laboratory. 
Slieviin Sebastiaii ; 














Heads or tails 
you always win... 







Unique package from LIC 

BIMA SANDESH 

+ 

JEEVAN DHARA 

Do you know that by just putting aside Rs 101 per month from age 30 you 
can get a life insurance cover for Rs 1 lakh and a life-long monthly pension 
of Rs 1 000 after age SS’^ 

This IS LIC s novel package—simple and inexpensive Ideal for young and 
middle aged persons 

BlUA SANDESH—low-premium, htgh-cover plan 

You can have a large life insurance cover by paying a small premium On 
survival till the enclof the term all premiums are returned On death 
during the term of the policy the total sum assured is paid to the 
nominee Premiums for this plan are payable yearly or half yearly 

JEEVAN DHARA—voluntary pension plan 

You save regularly over a selected period to provide for a monthly post 
retirement income This pension is life-lonp On death of the pensioner, 
aftei commencement of the pension.GIVE (Gross Insurance Value 
Element) is paid to the nominee Jeevan Dhara bonus is added twice—once 
when the pension starts and again when the pensioner dies and the GIVE 
IS to be paid to the nominee 

I flafev /tv se/pcted terms 3 ages are given below 

BIMA SANDESH (Sum assured Rs 1 lakh) 

Age Term Annual Premiums returned 

Premium on Survival till the 

Rs end of the term 

Rs 





I Nates for other ages and deferment periods can be Marked pot to suit your 
needs 

TAX BENEFITS 

Besides normal 80C benefits for Bima Sandesh, 100% income tax relief 
under 80CCA for JEEVAN DHARA premiums upto Rs 30 000/- for the 
year 1988-89 

Contact your life insurance agent or the nearest LIC Branch today 

fife Jnstirnnce 
(Torporation of Jndxa 
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It's altogether a ditlerent hall game 
Power Tennis The ultimate range ot 
tennis footwear. Engineered for the court. 
Trusted by the big league 


The Power Ultimo. Feather light. With 
double density abrasion resistant, 
non-skidding soles. With a double texture 
super tough upper. And cushioned 
comfort all through 

Also available in the Power Tennis range 
are the "bi-coloursole" Power Tennis Star 
and the regular Power Mexico. 

Whatever your choice, your tennis gets 
the Power. 


THE GLORY 
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^arda Plywood 


Watch the top so'f professional'^ fiom SMRC 
r ountries piaymg af the lusti sreen 'awns of 
foli'/sun^e Club Share the exc.tement of t'T 
mernorabie event 


/ / Date: 

// 18th-21st 
/ / January '89 

/ Venue: 

Tollygunge Club 
Calcutta 


/ / 


/ / 


Prize Money: 

Rs.100,000/- 
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From the makers of 


The virtuaily indestructible plywood 

Helping sports come attw 
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n in Australia, this winter, batsmen have been subject to an absolutely 
ruthless barrage of intimidatory fast bowling by the West Indians 
The bruised players themselves may not be complaining, but 
observers feel that this type of ‘Bodyline’ fast bowling could have a negative 
effect on world cricket John Woodcock and Bob Guntrip from Australia, and 
Mudar Patherya from Calcutta review this phenomenon 








9 , Zee.shan All, 

aCII India's latest 
tennis 

sensation, v/o i Ins third 
successive Maticiial 
Ch.impionships 
recently A pliDtof’ealure 
in colour 


9.9% Unlike most 
wAWm other English 
soccer exiles, 
Gary I.ineker is 
enjoying himself j 

thoroughly in Barcelona j 
and has adapted well to i 
the Span lah way of 1 ife j 



How to get to the 
top of the world in 1989 

With a little help from Maharashtra Tourism 
Development Corporation 


Get set for the Rock and Fort 
climbing training programme 
at Karla, from January 16th tO/ 
February 24th, 1989. / 

A few tips to L 

guide you along the way: ^ 

• Participants are requested to report 
at the Holiday Resort, Karla, 

on January 15th, from 6 30 pm onwards 

« transport to Karla will be provided by 
MTDC Buses stationed at Lqnavala Rativ/ay 
Station near the Tourist Information counter, 
between 6 30 pm and 10 pm on January 15th 
Participants are advised to carry along the 
lollowing belongings 

• Hunter Shoes • Torch • Water Bottle • Plate, 
mug and spoon • Small Rucksack • Loose fitting 
cotton trousers • Full sleeved cotton shirts • Light 
woollen clothes • Socks—two pairs • Cap 

• Shorts 

• All climbing and trekking equipment wilj be 
provided 

• It participants and their parents-spouse wish to 
continue their stay at the Karla Holiday Rqsort after 
the programme they will be entitled to a ' 

discount on accommodation charges. , 

« t’.cl cioation Fee—Rs. 500' -, inclusive of . 
BiuakiaM Lunch, Tea and Dinner. And traimngjrom 
mountaineering experts from The Nehru Institute pf 
Mountaineering, Uttarkashi 


Hurry! Book your place 
the training programme 
now. It'll be an adventure to remember! 

Special Concession for students upto 
Std. X—Rs. 350/- 




Maharashtra 
Tourism Development 
Corporation 


MAHAAA&HTnA TQOMSM 

For further details contact 
The Marketing Officer, M.T D C, 9th Floor, 
Express, Towers, Nariman Point, Bombay 400 021 
Tel-202 4482 4584 


The Regional Officer, 
M.T.D,C, Central Building, 
Pune 411 001. 

Tel- 66 66 97 


The Manager, MTDC, 
Holiday Resort, Karla, 
District Pune 
Tel-30 


OBM/4193 
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Fitting 

A TfllBUTE to Kapil Dev by an 
Indian sports journal was long 
overdue and your cover interview 
with the all-rounder {Sportsworld, 
2 1 Dec) served as a fitting tribute 
on the occasion of Kapil’s 
completion of 10 years in 
Indian cricket 
However, it would have been 
nice if you had provided an 
elaborate article on the 
all-rounder along with the 
interview and also the complete 
statistics of Kapil’s cricketing 
career 

The interview revealed many 
unknown facets of Kapil Dev and 
projected him as a mature 
person. 

In his eventful career of a 
decade, Kapil has touched great 
heights and he could be eeisily 
termed as the best and the 
greatest all-rounder of the decade. 
Consider that his contemporaries 
like Imran, Botham and Hadlee 
skipped a few Tests in between on 
one pretext or other, whereas 
Kapil Dev has had a non-stop 
stint There is also no two 
opinions about the fact that 
Kapil’s decade happened to be the 
busiest decade of the world 
cricket. 

As a captain, Kapil Dev did not 
prove to te a success and his lack 
of tact, diplomacy, planning came 
to the fore. But, Kapil did provide 
the necessary impetus to Indian 
cricket and for the first time 
‘winning’ did not come as a 
‘pleasant surprise’. 

Indian cricket touched its zenith 
with the Prudential Cup triumph 
in 1983 and emerged as a force to 
reckon with. The team-spirit was 
on an all time high, with the 
exception of the ‘personality clash’ 
between Kapil and Gavaskar. 
Kapil’s removal from the 
captaincy was ipcalled for and 
the selectors decided to sack him 
when he started maturing as a 
leader. 

Coming back to Kapil Dev’s 
interview, the answers generally 
were sensible, but I am taken 
aback by Kapil Dev’s idea of 
‘professional approach’. Kapil 



projected himself as a ‘mercenary’ 
and constantly evaded the 
question on players making 
money 

Kapil has demanded that senior 
players should be paid more. May 
I ask then, what should be the 
accountability of the senior 
players? What, if in a particular 
match a senior player gets out for 
a 'duck’ in both the innings and a 
debutant scores SO-pius in both 
the innings? 

Cricket in India has 
unfortunately become an 
industry, but one cannot compare 
the cricket with the industrial 
set-up. Kapil Dev argues and 
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justifies his demand by 
comparing the salary of 
Managing Director and the 
trainee of a company. Pity, 
indeed! 

The remuneration to the players 
should be similar and experience 
should not be the criterion for the 
remuneration. If it has to be so, 
then senior players should be 
ready for the ‘penalty’ also, when 
they perform badly. 

If BCCI starts giving higher 
‘remuneration’ to the senior 
players, then the ageing players 
would hang around with mediocre 
performances. 

No, I for one, am against higher 
remuneration to senior players. 

Sorry, Kapil Dev! 

B. GANESH, 

Jamshedpur. 


Deserving 


WHAT a deserving coverage 
Sportsworld has given to Kapil 
Dev on the completion of his ten 
years in international cricket 

Your ace correspondent Mudar 
Patherya has again scored an 
unbeaten century Sir Our 
appreciation for his laudable 
work Keep it up! 

It 18 shocking and disgraceful 
that neither the Board nor any 
State association felicitated this 
cricketer on this auspicious 
occasion. All in all it was a fine 
interview. 

G. KRISHNAMOORTY, 
Hyderabad. 


On Their Knees 


HATS OFF to Mohinder 
Amarnath for showing moral 
courage in bringing the BCCI 
selectors and other dubious 
figures down on their knees by 
summoning them to court against 
the wrong done to him and to 
Indian cricket at large 
There is wholesome support for 
Mohinder Amarnath and we are 
confident, that as a man of 
unflinching principle and 
character, he will win the battle 
against the selectors. 

SUJAN BHATTACHARYA, 
Shillong. 
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CRICKET-TENNIS 
BAIL STYLE! 


T IIK R;i) Ka poc^r 

M' niMrial lourn.iment 
in Cheinbur, Bumbay, a 
i fnw wf.'t'ks ag'o was a 
i smaslnng'success No, it 
I wasn't exactly a tennis 
! tournament, r'ather a 
I cricket one with a tennis 
j ball And at night, if you 
I please 

I Besides, it was no 
j chhota mota affair, a 
! colour TV was presented 
to the Man of the Match. 
Rs one lakh was at stake 
for the winners and in a 
fitting- public approval 
of all this, alinost 30,000 
turned up to watch the 
final 



, Kapil Dev—Turning to 
j tennis ball cricket? 


I The winners'^ The 
I Times of India did not 
j mention names but 
I reported "Not the teams 
fielding well-known 
I liai d ball players but the 
: team Which had the 
I liorses for courses, 

I players typical of soft 
ball cricket, bowlers who 
flick the ball with 
tinge) s ,ind not just 
release'll batsmen who 
give the ball a mighty 
wallop ,ind run the 
singleswell 'I’liey 
taught a lesson oi two to 
liheir brothers from the 
hard ball game 
The interest generated 
was so intense that the 
whisper in Chembur is 
that Kapil Dev is 



planning on bringing 
Ins team down for the 
next ton rnament as 
well' 


PR FIRM FOR THE 
MCC 


T HOSK who read this 
niaga-zine's feature in 
defence o! the Indian 
Boai'd a couple of weeks 
ago by Harsha Bhogle 
might be interesti'd to 
know that his 
suggestion that the 
BCCP lure an ad agency 
triggered off an 
unexpected reaction at 
Lord’s The MCC has 
hired a PR fii-m to keep 
its members and ttie 
public better informed 
about decisions taken by 
the OI gamsation 

1 shall continue to 
liandle the day-by-day 
press inquiries, " said 
the MCC seeretaiy I t f^ol 
John Stephen.son. "but 
Miss Earl's form (the 
contrat.-ted agency) will 
advise us on the bigger, 
more cont i oversial 
issues and how best to 
explain them MCC do a 
Iqt for Cl icket Recently 
misumlei standings 
haye ari.sen because the 
facts have not been 
properly known 

Is the BCCI listening'^ 


GOSSIPY IMRAN 
INTERVIEW 


S AW a gossipy Imran 
interview in 

Stardust. He was quoted 
on everything except 
cricket (not that I am 
complaining) Imran 
confessed that he is not 


an extrovert 'Tn 
Paki.stan -sonietime.s 
peojile come home to 
meet me, to talk to me, 
or for autographs and I 
don't like It 1 hale 
discos Parlies I don’t 
mind Though again 1 
prefer parties where 
there are about a 
thousand people, so you 
can happily gel lo.st in 
the crowd Oltu'rwi.se I 
love sit down dinners 
with eight or ten of my 
closest friends, ' ho said 


Imran Khan: “At this 
age I can hardly be 
called eligible 

When the' subject of 
his marriage was 
brought uji, Imran was 
torthnght "Atthr^age 
I can hardly tie 
called eligible Those 
who think I still am are 
very flattering 

Imran explained just 
wliv "I'm happy as I am 
Why should I have my 
freedom constrained‘s 
And I don't mind being 
unmarried even thirty 
years from now The.y 
say a bachelor lives the 
life of a king when he’s 
young and a dog when 
he’s old, well okay, but 
then I say a married 
man lives like a dog 
when he’s young and a 
king when he’s old 


Imran related how he I 
had shown his hand to a j 
palnii.st when he was j 
young He had said i 
Tunihara ishcf thanda | 
hai ’(Your feelings are j 
cold) "He told me 1 was | 
not t he kind who would j 
ever get earned away j 
And that’s the way it has j 
been," he added ; 


QUIZ-CONSCIOUS 

COP! 


T his happened (o a 
fi'iend of mine, so you 
would have to belirivc it 
Thi.s fellow wa.s 
appi'chended by a coj) on 
latc-cvening duty at the 
MaidJn in Calcutta 
After being fiiskedon 
ttie suspicion that he 
was probably carrying 
drugs, was 
subsc'quently chargetl 
with pat king lii.s ctir in 
the wrong place 'I’ht' ' 
1 riend fileadcd 
ignorance Tliecopsin 
Calcutta being wh;it 
they are the inference 
IS their innate .soltni.'ss 
provided you aie willing ; 
to acxif'jit .yuLir , 

mistake -tins guardian 
of the law agreed to let ; 
off his unintending i 
I offender Hiifcjiilyon 
one condition He would ! 
have to answer a ' 

question j 

rile police officer was ; 
a sports bill t His ’ 

(juestion was "Who i 

holds the men’s loom i 
world record’'’’’ j 

Our friend was j 

stumped He hummed a j 
little and confessed tie | 
didn't know but guessed ! 
that It was somewhere 
around 9 7 seconds The 
cop insisted that it was 
10 7 .sec 
Gradually the 
firgument graduated to 
-serious athletics But 
since the officer turned 
out to be as ignorant as 
I his victim, the two made 
I their peace--and parted' 
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SILLY POINT BY TRISHANKU 


Hero Hirwani 


D usk was settling 
at Indore I was at 
the city cricket 
stadium where 
: some nets had been put 
: up From a distance, 1 
; observed a short, small 
figure bowling at a 
' single stump And as 1 
approached the figure, I 
heard it singing a 
: popular Mukosh 
i nuinixtr, 'MerajuUi hai 
I Bata ki. pat loon 
! Reliance ki. aar pc lal 
; topi Raymond ki. phirbi 
I dll ham Escorts ki' 

Intrigued, 1 
approached the figure 
j It was none other than 
! our ace leg spinner, 

; Narendra llirwain 
' Nice song that," 1 
i said “Who wrote the 
! lyrics*^" 

j Hirwani smiled shyly 
! “1 did, myself,” he .said 
j "After all. Hindi is my 
j subject at 13 A and 1 can 
i write a 'kavita'or two " 

“That makes you quite 
; versatile," 1 said "Fancy 
; meeting you here'1 was 
I told that all these days, 

I the TATA’s had 
; employed scores of 
! detectives to trace 
you but failed Were you 
here all the time‘s" 

“Where else can one 
go"’" asked Hirwani "I 
stay put at Indore, 
with occasional visits to 
Delhi I have to practise 
my legbreaks, you 
know ” 

“We in Bombay, were really concerned about you," 
I said "Particularly, when Tatas were playing 
Mahmdras in the Times’shield match ” 

Hirwani grimaced “Please, do not mention such 
things,” he pleaded “I am really not meant for that 
kind of cricket How can an arm which got rid of Viv 
Richards, Des Haynes, John Wright and Mark 
Gretbatch, bowl to the likes of Shishir HattangadT^” 
“Cricketers the world over do that. ’ I said 

“Maybe, but I won’t," asserted Hirwani “It’s either 
the highest class of cricket or nets for me Nothing 
in between I am mentally, physically. 


emotionally tired. Didn’t 
you read my letter to my 
employers';^’ 

“That’s what I wanted 
to talk about,’’ I said. 

“It’s some guts you have, 
to have taken on one of 
the mightiest of 
industrial houses” 
Hirwani snorted. “Ha, 
do you think I’m scared 
of some company which 
makes joota?" 

I was a bit shocked. 
“What are you talking 
about? ” I asked Hirwani. 
“Tatas don’t make any 
joota They are in the 
steel, textiles, trucks, 
chemicals industries 
Whatever made you 
think of joota"’" 

“Tata or Bata, I don’t 
know,” said Hirwani. 
“One of them, at least 
makes joota Or 
perhaps. I am not with 
them, I just can’t 
remember That proves 
that I am emotionally 
upset,” 

I nodded “If you can’t 
distinguish between 
Tata and Bata, you are 
in trouble,” I said “Why 
don’t you take some rest, 
so that you will be fit 
and ready for the West 
Indies tour'’ And if you 
are leaving Tata’s what 
are your plans’” 

Hirwani sm d 
“Several,” he said. “If 
Gavaskar, Sandip Patil 
and the likes can act in 
films, why can t 
I"’ My Hindi is better than theirs ’ 

“That’s true." 1 said 

“The producers of 'Hero Hiralal’ ” said Hirwani, 

"are planning a sequel to that film And it’s to be 
called 'Hero Hirwani' And I am playing a double 
role ” 

“Fantastic," I exclaimed “But do you have any 
acting experience*’” 

Hirwani winked at me. "Areeyaar, what have I 
been doing all these days"’’’ he smirked. “Accepting 
pay cheques from Tata’s and turning out for 
Escort’s If that is not playing a double role, what 
else is’’’’ 
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TEST UMPIRE 
MAHBOOB 
SHAH TURNS 
CARTOONIST! 

Pakistani Test umpire 
Mahboob Shah was 
one of the two 
umpires who 
officiated in the 
fteliance Cup final. 

An extremely 
mild-mannered and 
soft-spoken person, 
he concieved these 
cartoons, which were 
later sketched by 
Nadeem Asghar in 
Karachi 
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John Woodcock goes to the third West Indies-Australia 
Test in Melbourne and finds himself reporting a mini-war 



Patterson—Pitched short...and successfully 


T he third Test 
match became a 
game of thuggery 
here as 

the West Indian fast 
bowlers, with the 
exception of Marshall, 
bombarded the 
Australian batsmen 
with salvo upon salvo of 
shortpitched balls. Yet 
, the ugliness of it seemed 
entirely lost upon the 
umpires Not once, that I 
saw, did they demur, as 
West Indies were 
gaining a first innings 
lead of 38. Between cool 
scuds of evening rain. 
West Indies, batting 
again, made 69 for one 
wicket. 

On such a day it was 
ironic that the worst 
casualty should have 
been Logie, who had his 
nose broken, while 
fielding close at short 
leg. It is a position in 
which he has become air 
important accomplice to 
the fast bowlers, using 
his cat-like agility to 
pounce on anything 
fended off in the least 
uppishly. Knowing to 
expect something short 
from Ambrose, Hughes 
slammed it straight at 
Logpe, whose visor, 
buckled under the 
impact. 


The West Indians 
seemed to become bleak 
and implacable after a 
couple of decisions had 
gone against them in the 
.first hour. From then on 
they bowled 
indiscriminately short. 
The umpiring might 
just as well have been 


done by robots or a 
couple of traffic 
wardens, except that the 
latter like to enforce the 
law. 

Richard’s mood, the 
psychological pressure 
he put on the umpires, 
after first Waugh, then 
Wood had been given in. 


both to appeals for 
catches at the wicket, 
meant that the 
“correctoi^’, awarded to 
level things up, was sure 
to come. When it did the 
victim was Healy, leg 
before to something that 
must have been passing 
well over the stumps. 

It IS no sort of a game 
played like this, as we 
have seen beforo--in 
Jamaica on England’s 
last tour of the 
Caribbean, for example, 
and on an infamous 
occasion at Old Trafford 
in 1976, and sometimes 
when West Indies have 
not been bowling When, 
yesterday, an 
Australian batsman was 
hit, there was not the 
slightest sign of concern 
or regret from Richards 
and his side I found it 
thoroughly unedifying 
and no one will ever 
produce the heavy 
equipment to pursue 
such tactics as 
relentlessly and 
effectively and 
consistently as the West 
Indians. Others try, but 
even when Thomson and 
Lillee were in their 
prime, Mallett would 
bowl 20 or 30 overs of off 
breaks in a match. 

On one of the old-time 
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When an Australian 
batsman was hit, 
there was not the 
slightest sign of 
concern or regret 
from Richards and 
his side. I found it 
thoroughly 
unedifying... 





When Graeme 
Wood drove 
Patterson low to 
cover point—one of 
the few balls which 
Patterson pitched 
up—he had hit 12 
singles and 
collected as many 
bruises. 



Mudar Patherya writes on the assignment of facing a West Indian fast bowler 


J UST how fswt ia 
fast? 

Iir.ran Khan gives 
a clue. “I was fairly 
confident about my 
ability to play the hook 
shot,” he wrote of the 
time he went in to bat 
during the 1976-77 
series in the West Indies, 
“and 1 fended off the 
first ball from just in 
front of my nose. Th6 
next ball was th6 • 
quickest I have evei* 
faced—it was a bouncer 
and 1 was still halfway 
through my shot when 
it whizxed past nriy left 
ear and almost cleared 
the wicket keeper. An 
. inch or two the other 
way and I would have ' 
:.t>een killed. I would riol; 
’'liaVe been able to avoid 
ft. Thereafter 1 avoided 
homing Roberts.. 

; John,Edrich explained 
Joi^ how difficult it was 


to score runs when the 
whizzbangs were flying. 
“1 just couldn’t see the 
point in standing out 
there for hours, ” he said 
after annoupcing his 
retirement at the end of 
‘ the Old Traffoifd Test 
against West Indies in 
1976, “waiting to get my 
head knocked off and 
wondering if I’d ever get 
a chance to score. 1 
calculated that the 
amount of shortpitched 
bowling allowed me 
about six deliveries an 
hour to have a chance at 
the runs. I was fed up of 
being a target man, with 
no hope of taking the 
fight to the bowlers.” ■ 

I P Test batsmen the 
world over have 
become increasingly 
vulnerable to West 
Indian fast bowling over 
•4;he last,deca^. the 


TheCaribbeans 
converted tbe 
weakness to play 
fast bowling into an 
international 
vulnerability. They 
often pursued tbe 
victim with 
shameless overuse. 
No contempt was 
spared. And 
remorse negligible. 


reason liee in fhje 
Indian bQ?»lef« 
themsoSyes. Never at 
any po^tin their 
-histoi^t^ve such a 

of top-oiasd fast 
. ■' 
-^sii^viltaneously or . - ; 
audeiMded onednptKier:-, 
into the.C^rih^n 


Daniel. Garner and Croft 
made it a fearsome 
foursome. Marshall 
added to the terror. 

More recently, Davis. 
Walsh, I^ttersoh, 
'l^ptiste* Ronjamin and 
Ath&rose have enlarged 
th^legOndof the 
Caribbssn. Aiet bowler.. 

OneboWier whOin • 
'oert^’Spells" was ’ ^ 
prphabty fb^ter than all 
these was i&rtley . 
.'Alleyne, Nehowled to 
' thd Indians iirthe 
skte-matches of the 
1982-83 tjcmr and Was 
rated by mors than one 
jdurnAUatreportihg thid 
• tohr faeteifcthdn 


.... 
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1. Salim Yousuf (Marshall broke his nose in two 
places, Bridgetown, third Test, 1987-88) 

2 Geoff Lawson (Ambrose broke his jaw, Perth, 
second Test, 1988-89) 

3 Dilip Vengsarkar (Winston Davis broke the 
finger on his left hand, third Test, Calcutta, 1987-88) 

4 Sanjay Manjrekar (Winston Benjamin hurt him 
over his left eye, Delhi, first Test, 1987-88) 

5 Salim Malek (Walsh broke a bone in his left wrist, 
Faisalabad, first Test, 1986-87) 

6 Qasim Omar (Walsh hit him in the face, Lahore, 
second Test, 1986-87) 

7 Dilip Vengsarkar (Marshall hit him in the face. 
The Oval, Prudential Cup, 1983) 

8 Jeremy Coney (Joel Garner broke his left arm at 
Kingston, fourth Test, 1984-85) 

9. Paul Terry (Had his left ulna fractured. Old 
Trafford, fourth Test 1984) 

10 Andy Lloyd (Marshall hit him on the temple, 
Edgbaston, first Test, 1984) ' 

11 Mike Gatting (Marshall hit him on the nose, 
Jamaica one-day match, 1985-86) 

* Note. Each of these batsmen was forced to 
retire hurt. 

Mudar Pattwrya 





Mike Gatting suffered a black eye and a 
broken nose after making the mistake of 
wearing a visorless helmet 


problem with Alleyiie. 
he oeeasioiially 
eluieked and tlie 
suspicion ttial, lie 
dei ived extra jjace 
through unfair use of 
his arm prevented him 
for playing for the We.st 
Indies 

Which brings us to the 
list of bowlers 
mentioned above They 
were not only fast -but 
capable of finding the 
batsman's blind spot 
early Besides they used 
the ability to bounce 
dangerously, the best ‘ 
example of this was at 
Delhi in 1987 when 
Benjamin -the gentle 
Benjamin -hit Sanjay 
Manjrekar over the eye 
with such an 
astonishing lifter that 
the batsman had to be 
escorted off and leave 
his innings unfinished 
West Indies has 


unashamcdlv i esorted 
to inlimidalion when the 
going has got tough On 
two s|3ecifu.‘ occasions 
Chvc Lloyd outlined the 
jiolu.'y th.it was to 
become t he t rend iii the 
years to follow against 
Indiain 1 h7.h-7(i with 
the sei'ies level at 1 -1 


and India already 1 HO 
fur one at the cm) of the 
opening day ol the 
fourth Test, Llovd 
altered his jinorities 
Holding wa.s asked to 
have a 'go at the Indian 
batsman Kventuallv. 

I hi ee were injui cd ami 
look no I ui’t her jiai't m 


THE ORDEAL OF FACING A WEST 
INDIAN FAST BOWLER 

1. ‘Like an impending visit by one's mother-in-law' 
(Ian Botham). 

2. 'Resembles an Exocet missile’ (Derek Pringle 
on the bouncer). 

3. Tve cleaned by teeth and gargled, just in case 
you have to give me the kiss of life’ (Taifender 
Pat Poedek to physio Bernard Thomas) 

4. 'England’s twelve for the Oval Test, 1984, in the 
Da/'/y Ma//appeared as ‘David Gower, J. 

Agnew, P. Allot, I Bother ’ 

5. ‘A queue of batsmen will be checking the 
strength of their helmets and the validity of their 
insurance poHcies' (C.M. Jenkins). 

CwitMy: Tlw Pwigum Book of Crlcksl Lutt by Mudar Palherya and Barry O Brian 


the match Wcsl I iidic.s 
uoii I 111' Test In leu 
wickcl s 

Ten wcck.s l.iti'I 1 ,l( )vd 
(ound hmiscif in .smiilar 
circumsi.uicc.s i'hc fii .st 
two Tc.si s ana 11 isl 
Knglaiid h.ui been 
di a\^ II Ami VVcsl Imlic.s 
was l)( >v\ li'fl < Hit fiir a 
imscralilc 211 in (lie 
fir.sl innings ol tlic 
third l.lo'.d III cd the 
I .stai'tci .s gun foi 
Holding .igaiii tins time 
not even t he taiicndcrs 
wci'■ spai’cti and 
Kngland was bowled out 
(or 71 West IndU'.s won 
the Tr'st by a whopjiing 
'12.5 runs 
The C'aribbr'.in.s 
converteci this weakness 
tojilay last bowling into 
an international 
vulnerablihty TIk'v 
often jjursued the victim 
with shameless overuse 
No contempt was 
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I *\ familiar sight. One 
! hat.sinan walks out 
injured. Another 
I replaces 
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I..inka) Atul Uif Kng’liHh 
ci'K'kcl wi ltd s )iad 
I cady Mipgt'slions to 
oai b this typu al VVi\st 
Indian speciality (no 


other cricket pla> iijp- 
country has iicen able to 
repre id uce tlic t’aribliea n 

success through 
Cai'ibbean iiu'ans ) 


(diristofiliei 
kfartiii-Jenkins 
suggested six proposals 
to the K.'C to make 
cricket less flangerous 
He insisted that a white 
line be [lainted 1 .‘‘i teet in 
Iroiit of each popping 
crease Any ball not 
pitching on I lie 
balsin.in ssideot tlie 
line, he felt, ought to he 
signalled a 

no-ball by the st[uare leg 
umpire 
What Jenkins 
overlooked was the 
'txjunee factor' Wind 
about deliveries which 
pitched oifthe batsman's 
side but rose head high 
because of the condiHon 
of the pitcl)'^ Bf'sicles. 
how would the line be 
adjusted foi' the bounce 
in different pitc hes'’ 

The extension ot the 


THE QUOTES THAT WENT BACK 
TO ENGLAND WHEN WEST INDIAN 
FAST BOWLERS TERRIFIED THE 
ENGLISH BATSMEN IN 1985-86. 
ENGLAND LOST 0-5 

1. 'I have never felt it more likely that we should 
see someone killed'. (John Woodcock). 

2 ‘If we had showin the'kind of attitude and guts in 
the war that our crick.eters have in the West 
Indies, Hitler would have walked over us'. (Brian 
Close). • . 

3. 'If you get six head balls an oyer, that's 
showbiz'. (Phil Edjmonds after an assault by 
Patrick Patterson). . 

4. ‘I was sorry and depressed to witness what 
bowlers will do to get a Wicket’. (Len Hutton). 

5. 'The real wonder is that of the 273 balls fired at 
England on .Friday, they'managed to survive all 
but ten of them’. (Scyld Berry). 
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Paul Terry, one-handed after his arm had been broken, tries a novel method in dealings with Oarner 


SIX PROPOSALS BY 
CHRISTOPHER MARTIN-JENKINS 
TO THE ICC TO MAKE CRICKET 
LESS DANGEROUS 

1. A white line to be painted 15 feet in front of each 
popping crease. Any ball not pitching on the 
batsman's side of the line should be called and 
signalled a no-ball by the square leg umpire. 

2 . Extend the pitch by four feet at either end The 
bowler's, front foot should land behind, or 
cutting, the bowling crease (level with the 
stumps) rather than the popping crease as at 
present. 

3. A batsman may only be out 'caught' if the ball 
has hit the bfade of the bat, not the handle or the 
glove. 

4. The number of off-«ide fielders behind the 
wicket should be limited to five. 

5. Cricket should be played with a,durable ball, 
created of mari-made substances, which 
swings, spins, and bounces like a leather ball 
but which, bding less solid or hard, is also less 
dangerous. 

6. Tests and ona-day internationals should be 
played on eotificial pitches where the bounce is 
true and the pace suffieMif tp enable batsmen 
to play strokes with confidence and skilful 
bowlers of all types to prosper. 

, ' I ttichemr inimntMntl 


FOUR MATHEMATICAL ANALYSES 
OF JEFF 1HOMSON BOWLING TO 
ROY FREDERICKS, PERTH, 1975-76 

1. It took 0.438 seconds for the ball to travel from 
the bowler’s hand to the bat 

2. The batsman had 0 30 seconds to react see the 
ball predict its course and decide,op the stroke 

3. The batsman had 0.30 seconds lor movement, 
to play his stroke 

4. Fredericks would therefore have to start his 
reaction 0.162 seconds before Thomson had 
released the ball! 


Jeff Thomeoi»—fSplit-secohd destroyer 
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FOUR SUGGESTIONS TO CURB INTIMIDATORY BOWLING 


1 ‘A longer pitch' (Ted Dexter) 

2. ‘A line across the pitch, placed according to its 
degree of bounce as decided by the umpires 
(E.W. Swanton). 

3. 'Only three bowlers should be allowed to run in 


more than, say, 10 yards' (‘Bomber’ Wells) 

4. 'In future, batsmen should only be o'ut caught if 
the ball has touched the blade—or the back—of 
the bat Any ball caught off the gloves or the 
handle Pf the bat would not be out' 


Courtesy The Penguin Book ot Cnckel Lists by MuOar Palheiya and Barry O Brlen 



PICTURE STORY 

Phil Edmonds manages a 
smile and points to where a 
Patterson full toss hit him 
on the tour of the West 
Indies, 1985-86. The 
Caribbeans appealed for a 
‘hit 

wicket'—unsuccessfully. 


pil.cli w;js aiiot.hei 
.siit'peKtion, and loLiical 
LcmsidiM inp- that the 
spiH’ilicat ions li.ive been 
uiK lianf>('cl ovt.'i- the last 
200 yt'ar.s while 
physKilopieallv the 
h n n 1 a 11 s pec 1 e.s J i a s 
bei nine hifj'^er and 
sti'onpci However, the 
i*xlensi()n-;irKiiinent 
may be fea.sible tor the 
lastbowleis but what 
about t he sinnnei s‘^ 
Jenkins is also of the 
opinion that inatohe.s 
oii^ht to be played on 
artilicial pilches This 
ina.v bo a teasible 


prospect in capitalist 
KnKland but a difficult 
proposition in most 
Asian countries, where 
most teams would not hi 
able to af ford one 
Thi' effective way to 
bnnfj' the intimidatory 
part of the We.st Indian 
fast bowhnp undm' 
check IS to empower the 
urnjiire.s to^lo exactly 
that Once the umpire.s 
stopducknifj when the 
bouncers sfai I flying 
cricket wall tiavc 
eliminated it,s rnost 
dangerou.s current 










What do the experts feel? 


RIGHT OR WRONG? 


Norman O’Neill (scorer of six Test centuries for 
Australia) “It’s killing the game as we know it 
I’m disgusted All the West Indian speedsters 
bowl short of a length at the body If that a not 
bodyhne stuff, what is"^ If !• want to see a bloke 
ducking, bobbing and weaving I can watch 
.someone shaping up to Mike Tyson ” 

Malcolm Gray (chairman of the Australian Crii^k 
et Board) ‘This senes has been a relentless battle 
rathei than a contest of skill It is not conducive 
to attracting crowds The batsman can’t play 
shots and all the scoring has been behind the 
wickets ’ 

• Richie Benaud (com¬ 
mentator and former 
Australian Test captain) 

“There can be no quib¬ 
bling about their fast 
bowlers or about the 
pitch Yesterday (the 
last day of the Ihn d Test 
match) was a classic 
piece of attacking crick¬ 
et- with excellent cap¬ 
taincy and splendid fast 
bowling ’ 

Daily News. Perth (editorial) ' Since the Carib¬ 
bean hit-squad landed here, with their brigade of 
bone-crushing speed robots, the game has de¬ 
teriorated, bouncer by bouncer, into a spectacle 
that bears little resemblence to the game we 
cherish ’’ 




Allan Border (Australia 
captain) “If every coun¬ 
try had an attack like 
the West Indies, Test 
cricket would die pretty 
quickly I find no joy or 
satisfaction from play¬ 
ing Test cricket as it has 
Jbeen in this match, and 
unfortunately that’s the. 
way it's going these 
days 'Vou can think 
only of survival, not of 
playing shots That is 
not Test cricket ’’ 


Vivian Richards (West Indies captain): "I wa8 
here in 1975-76 The crowd called 'Kill, Kill'," 


Tony Cozier (West Indian commentator). ‘'Th0 
West Indies took a long time arriving at the top, 
repeatedly suffering the kind of humiliating 
indignities it is now inflicting on its erstwhile ’ 
masters Clive Lloyd is not the only one who still ! 
rankles when his side’s developing excellence is 
somehow interpreted as endangering the game," . 

Peter Roebuck (former Somerset captain, writing * 
in the Sydney Morning Herald)- “Within a decadq , 
every top team will field four fast bowlers pitch* 
ing short with no one in front of the bat. ' 
Adventurous batting will be reserved for one-day 
games Ruthlessness and violence will be indis¬ 
tinguishable It was never dreamed of when the 
lailes of the fc,ame evolved Cricket must decide if 
this IS the way to go ’’ 


Clive Lloyd (manager of 
the West Indian team): 
“At least we’re bowling 
people out in less than a 
day, so that stuffs up 
this over-rate business. 
We are still a very pro¬ 
fessional side I think 
that’s what people 
should be saying, in¬ 
stead of talking about it 
not being cricket The 
wicket had grass on it 
and was helpful, so it 
had to be dangerous 
when we had fellows 
who were bowling really 
fast 



John Woodcock: But it is not simply a question of 
winning and losing Day in and day out, West 
Indies die the champions of the world whether or 
not the Queensbei i y Rules apply At Melbourne 
the knuckleduster-s came out not least, I think, 
because of the racist taunts from the crowd 


John Woodcock. If there is. rather than touring 
the West Indies the batsmen of the world will seeJ^ -- 
cricketing asylum in South Africa. 

Tony Grafter (umpire) “I was basically happy 
with It ’ 


Keith Rigg (who played eight Jimes for Australia 
between 1930 and 1936) “Jt is definitely worse 
than bodyhne. because there is not let-up and it is 
just as fiei'ce Many more batsmen are being hit ’’ 


Bill La wry (87 Test matches for AustrWia). “We • 
cry foul—bodyhne—just as we did 50 years ago..: 
And we claim the wicket was a disgrace Whai 4', 
load of rubbish ’’ 
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COVER STORY 


I ‘From my ond the 
; bowhv.f)' 't 
uitumdutory I had to 
, take into account the 
' variable Ijounce of the 
I pitch and theabihty of 
t he batsmen 

<. 7 must say it is difficult 
, to determine 
intimidation A ball 
' pitched in a certain spot 
I tended to come through 

■ at waist height one 

■ moment and yet the next 
I delivery pitched on the 

! same spot would rear to 
j shoulder height' 

S O reflected umpire 
Tony Crafter after 
standing for five 
days in the third 
! Test between Australia 
j and West Indies in 
! Melbourne—easily the 


I BobGuntrip 

! reports from 
j Australia on 
I the current 
I shellacking’ 

I the Australians 
I are receiving i 
I from the 
I West Indian 
; pacemen 


most bruising encounter 
so far in this 
controversial series 

As the clock ticked 
away the final hours of 
1988, Australia’s 
batsmen again tried to 
weather the Windies 
attack at its most 
venomous, By one 
count, the hapless 
Aussies took between 
them over 50 hits to the 
body as Richards' men 
sailed to their third, 
sei'ies-deciding victory 
by a massive 285 runs 

Coming after 
Australian paceman 
Geoff Lawson suffered a 
fractured cheekbone in 
Perth from a delivery 
that reared sharply from 
short of a length, this 
was just too much. 




i 




' ‘Carnage’thundered one 
newspaper headline, 
while elsewhere the 
first, tentative 
comparisons between 
the present Windies 
attack and that 
employed during the 
infamous ‘Bodyline’ 
series of 1932-33 were 
drawn... 

Joel Garner—now 
spoken of in some 
quarters as a sort of 
prototype for Curtly 
Ambrose—who had 
recently arrived in 
Australia for a series of 
coaching clinics. 


thought the criticism of 
his countrymen unfair, 
and said so. “I can well 
remember our tour of 
1975-76," he said "We 
were hammered, but, 
according to the experts 
then, everything was 
fine. Several of our 
players were injured but 
we kept playing. We did 
not complain: We took 
our hidiqg.” 

Garner went on to 
suggest Australia’s 
unhappy players should 
spend more time sorting 
out their technique than 
complaining to the 


SHELL 


Curtly Ambrose; The 
‘Throat Ball’ man 


Patrick Patterson; venonil 


^ t. ^ 
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press, have been deafeningly 

Yet, it is not the voices silent on the subject of 

of the Australian the Windies attack, the 

players that have been results of this 
loudest among the unrelenting barrage are 

complaints. Even Geoff there for all to see: 

La wsdn, the player with Opener Geoff Marsh. 

most cause to give vent infrequently among the 

to his feelings, simply world’s prettier batsmen 
shrugged his shoulders to watch, is scratchier 
and blamed his own poor than ever, his footwork 
luck for the injury. He uncertain, his strokes 
looked horrified at the tentative—a top score 6f 

suggestion that the 38 from six innings is 

incident might have unlikely to guarantee 

been in any way him selection for the 

unsportsmanlike. remainder of the series. 

But though Steve Waugh, 

Australia’s batsmen Australia’s hero of the 


SHOCK! 


first two I'ests, also 
seems to be struggling a 
little now. Dismissed by 
Ambrose on three of his 
last four outings to the 
crease, his Melbourne 
first innings dismissal 
saw him trying to cut a 
ball way too close to his 
body, offering the sort of 
edge to Greenidge that 
no West Indian slips 
fielder can be relied 
upon to fumble. 
Interestingly, in 
offering the stroke, he 
had backed up almost 
onto his stumps... 

Even Allan Border has 
problems of his own. 
Struggling against an 
irritatingly persistent 
patch of bad form, he’s 
again given rise to 
speculation that he may 


resign the captaincy. In 
favour of wh(Mn, is far 
from certain. But it’s to 
be hoped that it doesn’t 
come to that. No one 
could do better.. .and 
he’s still the best 
batsman in Australia by 
some distance. Were he 
hitting centuries, events 
might be very different. 

David Hookes, South 
Australian captain and 
himself no mean player 
of pace, believes the 
solution is simple. “The 
administrators in each 
state,’’ he observes, 
“must ensure future 
generations of club 
cricketers play on good, 
hard, fast pitches ’’ He 
might have added ‘true’ 
to his list of 
requirements, because. 
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The time may Just come 
when all (Itamissals are 
effected by edges to slip 
oi’ miscued hooka 
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foi’nudable opposition 
though Ambrose might 
at tlie best of times be, 
uneven bounce in 
Melbourne and to a 
lesser extent Perth 
certainly helped lift him 
into the unplayable 
! category 

j After the Melbourne 
Tost, Border suggested 
Australian groundsmen 
aught prepare wickets 
el more assistance to the 
. I'.nnif'side At the same 
tni'.e, he asserted that “If 
; evei y country had an 
■ athieK hk('tlie West 
I 1 11 'lice 'i'e,St (Ticket 
I vvoul.I (1 m' pretty 
1 ((UK klv 

Agii'cd W(‘ieevery 
otliei- (■■ luiiti V totake the 
[iraptnal i; afiproach and 
try blasting then' way 
into the iv'cord tiooks, 
front-l'oot play would 
vanish. 90 pei cent of 
runs would be scored 
backward of .squaic, and 
dismissals eflected by 


edges to slip or miscued 
htxiks to deep backv/ard 
square 

But it is to be hoped 
they won't The bearing 
the pitches have had on 
the outcome of the Perth 
and Melbourne Tests 
should not be 
underestimated 
Ambrose must have 
mused in wonderment at 
the life he was able to 
extract from these 
Australian tracks Life 
denied him even on his 
native turf during last 
year's three-Test rubber 
against Pakistan. Even 
in England, where 
Richards’ men 
comprehensively routed 
the home side, 

Ambrose’s admittedly 
prodicious feats with the 
ball never scaled the 
heights of ferexaty 
presently causing 
Australian batsmen in 
five States to quake in 
their spikes His 22 


wickets at 20,23 apiece, 
in England, taking a 
back seat to Marshall’s 
well pitched-up swing 
and cut. whic^i earnt 
him 35 wickets at an 
average of 12 66 
The present 
combination of 
circumstances allowing 
Ambrose to develop the 
delivery unhappily 
tecoining known Down 
Under as the ‘Throat 
Ball' IS therefore an 
Australian, and to a 
certain extent, a West 
Indian phenomenon 
After seeing his 
national team bounced 
out of contention m the 
Tests, the Australian 
cricket-goer too was 
suffering a kind of 
shell-shock which the 
Pakistanis did much to 
heal with their superbly 
balanced and able side 
If West Indies have 
proven themselves a side 
able to win anywhere, so 


too have the 
Pakistanis—and 
without the monotony of 
the Windies attack and 
the drudgery of their 
slow over rates. In a very 
real sense, therefore, the 
immediate future of Test 
cricket rests with the 
success of the present 
Indian and Pakistani 
sides What Imran and 
Co. have achieved 
should not be beyond the 
native wit of 
■Vengsarkar, 
Azharuddin, Ayuband 
Hirwani, and, of course. 
Kapil Dev to emulate. If 
we follow by example, 
and adapt and improve 
on the current West 
Indies pace attack, to 
win our Tfest matches, it 
may indeed prove 
massively and fatally 
poisonous to Test cricket 
in the long run. We 
must look to the 
Subcontinent for 
example and antidote. 
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JAVED 
MIANDAD 

Pakistan might be 

> struggling Down Under 

> but this gutsy batsman is 
piling up the runs. Already 

having crossed the 7,000 
run mark in Test cricket, 
his recent score of 04 in a 
W8C match against. 
Australia made him only 
the third person ever to 
score over 5,000 runs in 
one-day internationals. 

Photograph Tommy Hindlay 



GUEST COLUMN 


H ere is a problem for all 
those of you who, like my¬ 
self, failed to score full 
marks in the WCM Christ¬ 
mas Quiz. You will be pleased to 
learn that there are no right or 
wrong answers, and that marks 
will be awarded for originality of 
thinking, tactics and headgear. 
No relatives or friends of any 
person with any sense at all will be 
eligible, nor anybody who can 
point out South Africa on any 
world map. Please write on only 
one side of the paper at a time, and 
make sure that your E 5 notes are 
discreetly folded in a plain brown 
envelope (or in a large black dust- 
binliner if you seriously want to 
win). 

The problem is this; imagine 
you are a professional sportsman, 
contracted to play for one of the 
moat successful national clubs in j 


as your entire season’s efforts. 
Now, write in no more than two 
printable words how good this 
situation would be for your 
morale, and what likelihood there 
is of a sideboard full of trophies at 
the end of the season. 

I also should have pointed out 
that members of the playing staff 
of Surrey County Cricket Club are 
ineligible, because this is their 
problem. The only trouble is that 
there is no answer at all, not even 
a wrong one. Surrey CCC have 
just signed a deal with the Austra¬ 
lian brewers, Foster’s, which, as 
regular readers of my column 
may recall, I do not wholehearted¬ 
ly endorse, although I accept that 
some sort of deal was necessary 
just to keep The Oval alive. But the 
deal was possible only because The 
Oval is a home of Test cricket, not 
because it is the home of Surrey 


C-p-'j 
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Castlemaine 
or Foster’s? 


Jonathan Rice 

suggests some novel 
fundraising ideas for 
the impoverished 
county cricketer 


THE CHOICE IS SURREY’S 


the history of your sport. Imagine 
too that your home fixtures are 
played on one of the biggest and 
most famous sporting arenas in 
the world, that your efforts are 
regularly televised and that 
throughout the season you and 
your team-mates are routinely fe¬ 
atured on the back pages of the 
nation’s newspapers. 

Imagine also, if you can, that 
your play day in and day out 
throughout the season entices so 
few people through the gates of 
your ground that paying custom¬ 
ers account for less than 2% of the 
total income of your club. Imagine 
how humiliating it would be if you 
realised that one match pier season 
involving the national side (of 
which you are not a member) at 
your home ground brought in 10 
times 84 much money to your club 


cricket. 

A lot of Surrey members sub¬ 
scribe mainly to watch England 
play. Advertising hoardings are 
sold at The Oval on the basis of the 
four days’ marketable play in the 
Test match, not for the 30 days of 
Championship cricket at ’The Oval 
in 1989, nor for the minimum of 
11 days of one-day county cricket 
there. 

Ttip boxes are leased for four 
years at a time, and usage on the 
Test match days is far higher than 
at other times. The terms of the 
lease of The Oval from the Duchy 
of Cornwall also include reference 
to the number of days’ cricket that 
much be played there, which effec¬ 
tively restricts the team from 
going round the county in the 
way that their neighbours Kent do 
so successfully. So the problem for 
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The ‘Foster’s Lag^r’ banner zoofhs 

into focus even as Geoff Marsh 
and Dean Jones stroll back after a 
session at nets 

Surrey’s players is different. The 
Oval is just a Test ground that 
happens to have a county team 
attached to it. 

What is a Surrey player to do to 
improve his lot? Well, he could 
leave the club, which is unfortu¬ 
nately what a number of good 
cricketers have decided to do over 
the past few seasons. That does 
not necessarily help the basic sal¬ 
ary, which is still likely to be 
lower than many professional bas¬ 
ketball players in England (I bet 
most of you didn’t even know 
there was professional basketball 
in Britain, but there is and it’s 
bettor paid than professional 
cricket). He could air his grie¬ 
vance with the committee, but that 
is unlikely to help much. The 
committee cannot solve the basic 
dilemma created by the lopsided 
contribution of the Test match to 
the annual accounts. Or he could 
look for alternative ways of au¬ 
gmenting his income by taking 
advantage of the status quo at his 
home base. 

I heard a story, no doubt entire¬ 
ly untrue and I don’t believe a 
word of it, of course, about the 





While others prefer Castlemaine 
or Foster’s, Greg Dyer chooses to 
keep the sun off with a Toohey’s 
sunshade 

1982 football World Cup finals. 
The leading goalscorer in that 
competition was Paolo Rossi, just 
back in the Italian side after a 
two-year suspension for his part 
in a bribes scandal. He scored six 
goals, and it was rumoured that 
he was paid by a leading advertis¬ 
er to make sure that he celebrated 
each goal in front of this com¬ 
pany’s hoarding, so that their pro¬ 
duct would gain extra valuable 
screen time while Rossi was mob¬ 
bed by his team-mates 
It could not possibly be that 
such a Corinthian sport as football 
could produce a devious plan like 
that, and I therefore incline to 
think that the whole story is a 
figment of some hack writer’s evil 
imagination (and anyway, wasn’t 
it Rummenigge who did the 
deal?), but think how it could 
transform a humble Surrey 
cricketer's income. 

All our man has to do is to 
volunteer to field down at third 
man in front of the Castlemaine 
hoarding, and then he can choose 
how to earn some extra income. 
He can go to the Castlemaine peo¬ 
ple and promise to let a few bound¬ 
aries slip through his legs down 
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i^^ll our man has to 
do is volunteer to field 
down at third man in 
front of the 
Castlemaine hoarding 


to their boards whenever the 
match is televised, and then of 
course take an unconscionable 
amount of time to retrieve the ball. 
That should be worth 30 pieces of 
silver, but against that cash he 
will need to set the lack of win¬ 
ning bonuses, the penalties for 
slow over rates caused by his 
misfielding, and the probability of 
his being dropped after a couple of 
games which will put him well 
beyond the reach of the hoardings 
men. 

A much better option would be 
to go to Foster’s and tell them how 
much he has been offered by Cast¬ 
lemaine to let the ball through his 
legs, and offer to stop the ball as 
often as possible if Foster’s top the 
XXXX offer. This would give in¬ 
creased income to the cricketer 
concerned, as well as avoiding the 
embarrassments of team fines 
caused by his paid-for incompe¬ 
tence. 

1 The only problem will arise if all 
the squEid get the same idea at 
once You cannot have 11 men 
fielding at third man, not even 
I when Robin Smith is batting. 
Maybe Surrey could sell off diffe¬ 
rent sectors of the pitch to diffe¬ 
rent sponsors, who would each 
have their few square metres of 
;he ground whitewashed with 
;heir logo, and they would have to 
oay extra to have a fielder posi- 
ioned in their particular square. I 
am sure Harry Brind would love 
that. Not that it would do any 
more damage to The Oval than 
last September’s Aussie Rules 
game did. -a 

Thanks to Foster’s, Surrey will 
have a modern ground, complete 
with the Royal landlord’s 
arcthitectural stamp of approval, 
by the end of 1989.1 only hope we 
still have a cricket team to play 
there. 

Wisden Cricket Monthly 
Nikhri ShonAcnArya 




HiMlPHoto peATui^eMn 

An Exhibilion 
Of Talent 


Santosh Ghosh clicks away as 
the cream of Indian cricket made 
merry during the Kapil Dev Xi vs 
Sunil Gavaskar Xi limited-overs 
exhibition game at Durgapur. For 
those interested in the resuit, 
Kapil Dev and his team won by 32 














(Top left): Patll 
impressed with his 41 


(Above): Azhar tucked 
into the festive bowling 
attack and piled up 94 
runs 

(Top right): Physio Ali 
Irani got two wickets for 
six runs 

(Left): All eyes were on 
Mohinder Amarnath. 
Can he make the West 
Indies tour? 

(Right): Kapil Dev took 
time o^ to entertain the 
photographers 











ARude 

Jolt 

That’s what Bengal gave 
Orissa in their East Zone 
Ranji Trophy tie 


J UST when a lot was 
being said about 
Orissa’s progress in 
cricket, Bengal 
inflicted a rude jolt by 
defeating Onssa by 
three wickets m their 
East Zone Ranji Trophy 
engagement at the Eden 
Gardens recently 
With 54 points in their 
kitty already, and one 
more match versus 
Bihar to go, Bengal are 
very much certain of 
topping this zone. 

The groundsmen 
provided an absolute 
green top wicket for this 
match. Bengal went into 
the match with three 
genuine seamers. The 
home team skipper 
Sambaran Banerjee 
decided to let his bowlers 
have first go on the 
lively wicket Left arm 
seamer Sagarmoy Sen 
Sharma ripped through 
the Orissa batting with 
five wickets for 64. 

Only a pugnacious 81 
by nncMle order bat 
Aimya Roy and a patient 
60 by Sun mil ra 
Chowdhm v were the 
highlights of the Orissa 
first innings Roy's 
innings was timely and 
helped tJn.s.sa po.st a 


respectable first innings 
total of 264. 

But by the draw of 
stumps on the first day. 
Bengal had lost two of 
their openers with only 
28 on board. The hosts 
started on an 
uncomfortable note on 
the second day They 
lost Raja Venkat in the 
day’s second over 
adding only one run to 
their overnight score. 

Thereafter, Bengal 
Batsmen made merry on 
Orissa’s fielding lapses. 
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Amiya Roy scored a 
pugnacious 81 in 
Orissa’s first innings 


Photographs. Sanloah Ghoah 






I Ashok Malhotra: on his 
way to his first century 
for Bengal in the Ranji 
Trophy. An innings 
of lives, he made the 
most of it 

The men who did the 
bulk of the scoring for 
Bengal were let off time 
and again. Joydeep 
Mukherjee went on to 
score 54 after being 
dropped at slips when on 
three. 

Test discard Ashok 
Malhotra made the most 
of the slipshod Orissa 
fielding. He went on to 
score his first century 
for Bengal in seven 
Ranji Trophy outings. 
Malhotra enjoyed lives 
when on 33, 44, 77 and 
116 He scored 117. 

Snehasish Ganguly 
played the most elegant 
knock in the Bengal 
first innings. He carved 
out a classic 86 and with 
Malhotra posted the 

The stands are empty 
and a lone dog seems to 
be the only spectator 
around 



, most fruitful 
partnership of 159 runs 
in 147 minutes. Bengal 
declared their first 
innings at 304 for seven, 

Orissa managed 201 
in their second essay. 
Satinder Singh bagged 
four for 41 for the hosts 
and the only noteworthy 
score of 63 came from 
Sritam Das. The Rest of 
the Orissa batsmen 
caved in without a fight. 
Bengal needed 162 fora 
victory 

Bengal went to tea at 
30 for the loss of Arun 
Lai’s wicket. Lai 
disappointed for the 
second time in three 
days He scored 11 in the 
first innings and 13 in 
the second. But an 
enterprising 72 by the 
hard hitting opener 
Indu Bhusan Roy 
brought Bengal to the 
threshold of a win. 

But some impetuous 
batting by the middle 
order cost Bengal three 
quick wickets. Ganguly, 
Malhotra and 
Mukherjee all went to 
poor strokes However^ 
skipper Banerjee hit the 
winning stroke, a 
boundary, as Bengal 
came out victorious with., 
eight balls of the 
mandatory overs 
remaining 

Orissa’s young 
medium pacer Surajit 
Mahaparta dished out a 
creditable performance. 

He bowled untiringly for 
17 4 overs on the trot in 
Bengal’s second innings 
and seldom faltered in 
line and length. The 
Orissa lad had match 
figures of SIX for 152. 

Brief Scores: Orissa 
264 and 201 Bengal 
304/7 decl and 162/7. 
Bengal won by three 
wickets. 


Soumitra Bosa, Calcutta 
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T he Super Soccer 
match, at the 
Nehru Stadium, 
on Jan. 8 between 
Sao Paulo F.C. and an 
Indian XI, was adver¬ 
tised as “Heat on Grass”. 
Sadly, the heat was 
turned on by only one 
side, the prococious foot¬ 
ballers. from Brazil’s 
Sao Paulo F.C. 

For India it was a cold, 
cold afternoon. India not 
only lost 0-4, but put up 
a pusillanimous display 
In the entire second half, 
except for a feeble Sisir 
Ghosh header, the Indi¬ 
an attack was stingless. 
Maizena, the Sao Paulo 

There was no point 
sending high crosses 
across the penalty area 
when the huge fullback 
Santos was there, 
because the Indians 
weren’t going to win 
many aerial duels with 
him 

custodian, a former 
junior World Cupper, 
had an afternoon siesta, 
in the second half 
After the match, coach 
Nayeem said, “I am not 
bothered about the re¬ 
sult or the margin of 
defeat. The match was 
used as preparation for 
the forthcoming Nehru 
Cup. The performance of 
our players was more 
important than the re¬ 
sult.” 

Nayeem had some bit¬ 
ter remarks about the 
referee Devi Singh 
Bisht. He said, "Indian 
referees suffer from an 
inferiority complex. 




They favour foreigners. 

I The Brazilian player 
tumbled to get the 
second penalty. Bisht 
could have overlooked It.' 
Our own referee helped 
them.” 

Maybe if Sudip Chat- 
terjee had not moved up- 
field, India would not 
have conceded the two 
penalty kicks, in the last 
five minutes. Sudip 
Chatterjee, having play¬ 
ed 70 internatiohalSf 
was by far India’s bept 
player. Maybe if 'Sal- 
gaocar’s experiehoed in-, 
ternational defender 20- 
year-old Derreck Pereira 
had played, the margin 
of defeat would have 
been less. Sudip Chatter¬ 
jee certainly thought 
Derreck should have 
played. But then if 
wishes were horses!!! 

Sadly for Indian foot¬ 
ball, all the old failings 
remained. Defence 
against set pieces like 
free kicks was terribly 
weak' The Indian wall 
had no answer to the 
wizardery of the "bent” 
free kicks of Ivah 
(scored the first goal 
with a left footed curler 
in the 24th min ) and 
Bene, narrowly saved by 
goalkeeper Henry 
Menezes The midfield 
played a plethora of 
square passes, ran 
hither and thither, but 
did little else. Much was 
expectfd of promising 
23-year-old Savio 
Madeira of Salgaocar 
but he flopped. Mauricio 
Alfonso had a disi 
appointing debut as cap¬ 
tain, Bikash, Bariji 
showed some dash up 
the right flank, in th^’ 
first half, but was sub- ' 
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clued later 

Why Nayeeni did not 
; try Satyajit Chatterjee 
^ more as rig-ht or central 
midfielder remains a 
mystery'’ Panji could 
have been rested instead 
I of Satyajit Chatterjee 
The saddest of all, was 
the inability of any of 
India’s midfielders to 
, take long range shots 
- '1 he penetrative through 
' [lassc's and crossfield 
^ {uissces, which make 
I footbiill as expressive as 
; art, was only a monopo- 
I ly of Sao Paulo’s mid- 
1 field trio, skipper Flavio, 

, Bene and Renatinho 

. Bene lx)i n on 12th Janu- 
I ary 1971, is just 18- 


Renatinho (outjumping 
Indian skipper Mauricio 
Afonso) mesmerised the 
Indians with his 
penetrative passes, 
playing intelligent, 
graceful soccer 


years-old What talent' 
India could do with a 
couple of prococious 
Benes 

In the 4-4-2 formation, 
the twin strikers, must’ 
take a lot of work load 
23-year-old Darbara 
Singh of BSF, top scorer 
in the recent Durand 
and Federation Cups dis¬ 


appointed He was too 
slow, often conveying 
the impression of an old 
lady waddling across a 
busy street at rush hour 
His replacement John 
Arujao, whom Nayeem 
rates highly was only 
marginally better 

Sisir Ghosh often 
ploughed a lone furrow 
upheld, India’s tactics 
were strangely naive. 
Penetration was attemp¬ 
ted only from the right 
flank Bikash Panji or 
right back Saraf Ali 
overlapped and sent 
high crosses Most of 
them were a waste, as 
Sao Paulo’s stoppers the 
burly Santos and Ivan. 


were over six feet. They 
won all the aerial duels. 
Yet another old failing, 
laek of variety in attack 
You had to be no great 
football buff, to visualise 
India’s lack of imagina¬ 
tion in attack An attrac- 
■ tive advertising execu¬ 
tive, who rarely sees 
football macie a perti¬ 
nent remark She said, 
“Why were all India’s 
attacks from the right j 
flank only and why is 
Indian football so stag¬ 
nant ’’ An apt analysis 
Indian football is in a 
rut. Even character and 
pride are missing in in¬ 
ternational matches 
Sao Paulo F C are just 
a club side from Brazil. 
There were only eight 
professionals in the 
squad Goalkeeper 
Maizeno, right-back 
Fonseca, stopper back 
Ivan, left-back Ronaldo, 
schemer Flavio, striker 
Mazinho. left linkman 
Renatinho and forward j 
Marcello, used as a 
second-half substitute j 
Only Fonseca and Mar- | 
cello have played reg- j 
ularly for the club’s pro¬ 
fessional team during 
the last three years 
Also their coach, the 
wily Camargo, nick¬ 
named “Cilinho” com¬ 
plained, their team was 
out of practise, as in 
Brazil the season breaks 
on Dec 15 for a month 
or so Yet India just 
caved in, not a good au¬ 
gury for the future. 

Novy Kapadia, New Delhi 


SUPER SOCCER 
(Bangalore) 

The Indians got a mite 
serious and the Sao 
Paulo team decided to 
relax in the warm win¬ 
ter sun. The result: a 2-2 
draw. Nevertheless, the 
Brazilians’ sudden 
bursts of acceleration 
and ball control was a 
delight to watch. 
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Pholographs, Jagdish Yadav 




Opposing defenders who just can’t catch the speedy 
Chima Okerie, could learn a little something from a 
certain young lady. Kathy, an Anglo-Indian girl 
smote Chima with her feminine charms and the 
Nigerian striker, with a rueful smile, decided not 
. to run away this time and married her 


Photograph by Utpal Sorkar 








T he game approved 
by the Internation¬ 
al Bowling Board 
(I.B.B ) for world 
competition is played on 
a flat lawn or green 
which in championship 
play is usually at least 
40 by 40 yds. (36.6 m.) 
in size. The g^reen is sur- 
rounded by a ditch 
approximately 2 in. (51) 
mm.) deep and 12 in. 
(305 mm.) wide and en¬ 
closed by a bank sloping 
at an angle of 35° from 
the perpendicular. The 
green is divided by 
boundaries of fine string 
into six ‘rinks’ the 
length of the green, 19 
to 21 ft. (5.8—6.4m.) 
wide. A match may be 
man against man (sing¬ 
les), two against two 
(pairs), three against 
three (triples), or four 
against four (now fours 
but once rinks, term still 
used quite frequently). 

In contests between 
clubs, counties, coun¬ 
tries, or other groups it 
is customary for several 
individual matches to 
take place, usually 
simultaneously. Six 
rinks of fours is the 
most popular inter¬ 
group formula, but in 
Scotland there is one 
annual contest of 80 
‘four against four', while 
the Denny Cup (national 
indoor club cham¬ 
pionship) in England is 
for four fours, two 
matches played on each 
club's indoor green 
(actually a carpet). 

In singles and pairs 
each man has four bowls 
(circumference not ex¬ 
ceeding 16'/fe in.—419 
mm.), known as 'woods’, 
whether they be made of 
composition, hardened 
rubber, or lignum vitae. 
In triples each man has 
three woods and in 
fours, two. The woods 
are delivered alternately 
by the opposing players 
towards a smaller white 
ball (the ‘jack’, ’kitty', or 
‘cot’) 2V2 in. (63.5 mm.) 
in diameter. The object 
of each man or group is 
to position as many 
woods as possible nearer 
to the jack than the 
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nearest oppfjsmg wood. 
Each wood fulfilling 
I that object scores a 
point, so that in singles 
it IS possible to score a 
maximum of 4 shots per 
full set of deliveries (an 
end), in triples 9, and in 
pairs or fours 8. 

A player must make 
each delivery with at 
least one foot on or over 
a mat, towards the jack 
which has been bowled 
and then centered on the 
green at a distance not 
less than 25 yds. (22.9 
m.) from the ^ge of the 
mat facing the jack. The 
mat is usually made of 
rubber and is 24 in. long 
by 14 in wide (610 x 
356 mm ); delivery is 
said to be complete at the 
moment the towl leaves 
the player’s hand 

The right to bowl first 
on the opening end is 
decided by the toss of a 
coin and the winner 
usually goes first, 
though he may decide to 
hand over the right to 
his opponent or to the 
opposing side The play¬ 
er bowling first places 
the mat on the centre 
line of the rink with its 
back etlge 4 ft (12m) 
from the ditch It must 
remain in that position 
until completion of the 
end. If it is displaced 
accidentally it must be 
replaced as nearly as 
possible in the same 
position. In all subse¬ 
quent ends the back 
^ge of the mat must be 
not less than 4 ft. from 
the rear ditch or the 
front edge not less than 
27 yds. (24.7 m.) from 
the front ditch, its actual 
position between these 
two extremes being de¬ 
cided by the player in 
singles, or the lead of 
the group who won the 
preceding end 

A bowler is said to be 
in possession of the 
green from the moment 
he steps on the mat until 
his bowl comes to rest at 
the far end While in 
possession he must not 
be impeded or disturbed 

If the jack is thrown 
less than 25 yds. (22 9 
m.) from the front of the 
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mat it is returned to the 
mat and the opposing 
player (or the lead in 
group matches) throws 
it. Before doing so he 
may, if he wishes, 
charfge the position of 
the mat, but after de¬ 
livering the jack he 
must make way for the 
man or lead of the team 
who won the preceding 
end to deliver the first 
bowl Any bowl travell¬ 
ing less that 15 yds. 
(13.7 m.) from the front 
of the mat is deemed 
dead and moved from 
the green to the bank. 
Bowls which come to 
rest outside the strings 
bounding the rink on 
which play is taking 
place are also deemed 
dead, as are those which 
go into the ditch without 
touching the jack 
Bowls that hit the jack 
on their initial run— 
whether or not they can¬ 
non on to it via another 
bowl or bowls—remain 
live and potential scor¬ 
ers until completion of 
the end. They are called 
‘touchers’, are marked 
with chalk, and remain 
where they are whenever 
they run or are can¬ 
noned into the ditch. 

A jack cannoned into 
the ditch and within the 
strings marking the 
width of the rink on 
which play is taking 
place remains in play. 
Its position is indicate 
to bowlers at the deliv¬ 
ery end by a ‘suitable 
object’—usually a strip 
of metal paint^ v^hite— 
stuck into the bank be¬ 
hind the jack. Touchers 
cannot be established af¬ 
ter the jack has gone 
into the ditch. 

When all bowls have 
been delivered from one 
end of the rink to the 
jack and the score 
agreed by the two play¬ 
ers in singles or the 
opposing skips in pairs, 
triples, or fours, the end 
is said to be complete. 
The jack and all bowls 
are then delivered from 
the mat down the green 
in the reverse direction, 
— and so the game 
continues. ' 
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NATIONAL TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIPS 

ALI.iUJ.AU. 


Young Zeeshan AM, stroked 
fluently under Delhi’s winter sun to 
win his third consecutive National 
Championships. 

Of the winners there are 
photographs, so for the losers there 
must be special mention. Enrico 
Piperno, whose character and guts 
can never be questioned, reached yet 
another National final, only to lose 
yet again. And Gaurav Natekar, 
unable to catch his flight to Hong 
Kong for the Rice Bowl, found grass 
and K.G. Ramesh just too much on 

that one particular day. j 
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Asif lamaJl, • Iftekr 

^lyw n* «nT»i^ ** ^i^| y Jf 

atupendoua run tallj&i'J' 
iMiitl'flnnia. A fiiM 
•amed Itlnta 
oon|^tulaior3r 
Unoi* vyagrCAnulfe^^o 
who wa* 

dark-i^asa«d obMrm. ^ 
Peirgy Zaman, 
mobito than Bvar l)fa(hi!a':;; 
won her flrat tftto.wttih A> 
good win OTdr fhwnumA^^; 
Nandlni Kriahnap.,. i. J 
Zeeahan All wiped out ;"; 
allmemorieaofMa ' 
ahook winter loaa to. ... 
Nandan Bal and oruia^ 
through the oppoaitioit.-.' 

Later, he and Biark 
Ferreira got together to . 

form a formidable 
oomMnation and win.the 
dooblea title. Looking 
for a Davia Cup doub^ 
plaoeinateadof the ‘ 
Amrttral brothers, th^' 
ohancea get better wijUii 
sri& every win. , 




Photographs: PankaJ Sharma 
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The main reason 
why Flach and 
Seguso are 
considered the most 
dynamic doubles 
combination 
is their 
immaculate 
synchronisation. 
Both on court 
and off 



HEIR immacalate syn¬ 
chronization has finally 
gone haywire; Ken Flach 
and Robert Seguso missed 
becoming fathers on the 
same day by a margin of 
two weeks, which, for them, must 
constitute a serious breakdown in 
communications. 

One of the reasons behind the 
Americans' emergence as the most 
dynamic double-act in men’s ten¬ 
nis is an uncanny knack of know¬ 
ing what the other is up to. “In 
any given situation, I guess I 
know precisely what Robert is 
going to do,” Flach said of their 
five-year partnership, which has 
spawned two Wimbledon cham¬ 
pionships, Olympic gold and a 
total of 22 major titles. 

“I suppose we’re becoming like 
an old married couple,” Flach 
said. "Nothing he does really com¬ 
es as a surprise any more.” 

Carling Bassett-Seguso and 
Sandra Flach became pregnant in 


Ijondon last summer while the two 
couples shared a house for a 
month during the Queen’s Club 
and Wimbledon tournaments; Hol¬ 
den Seguso and Dylan Flach were 
duly born in March, 14 days 
apart "It was pure coincidence,” 
Flach explained, choosing his 
words wisely “It probably rained 
a lot,” Seguso amplified. 

Just why two relatively un¬ 
heralded singles players should 
combine to form a mighty doubles 
team is one of the mysteries of 
tennis. Like Bob Hewitt and Fred 
McMillan before them, Flach and 
Seguso have enjoyed only moder¬ 
ate success as individuals, but 
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OBERT SEGUSO 



their cxanfidence, competltivenew 
and constancy flourish whei 
working in tandom. Disappoin 
tingly, perhaps, they are unable tc 
offer a mystical secret for theii 
powers. 

"Robert compensates for mj? de¬ 
ficiencies and I make up for his” is 
Flach’s devastatingly logical ex¬ 
planation for their success. “But 1 
think oiu* fl-iendship is also a 
factor. I know some players get 
together for pragmatic reasons, 
like being thrown together in 
Vienna, Brussels or Orlando. I 
really couldn’t play regulsu-ly with 
someone I don't tike or don’t feel 
comfortable with.” 

Though Flach and Seguso took 
an instant dislike to each other 
when they first joined forces as 
students at the University of 
Southern Illinois in 1983, they 
now openly enjoy each other’s 
company, humour and support 


SEGUSO on FLACH 


has tetrijfic hands, 
He*s razar’quick, posesses 
tremendous reflexes, 
returns well and i douk if 
anyone better understands 
the intricacies of doubles. 


whether travelling alone or with 
their respective families. 

Not all doubles teams are so 
fortunate; Paolo Cane, Italy’s No. 
1, can terrify opponents and part¬ 
ners adike. On one celebrated occa¬ 
sion Cane and Simone Colombo, 
his Davis Cup team-mate, had a 
minor altercation over dinner the 
night before a tie against Sweden. 
The two were still not on speaking 
terms the following afternoon 
and, with dark stares and mut¬ 
tered imprecations, they openly 
hindered each other, refusing to 
shake hands at the end of the 
match. 

While Flach and Seguso share 
the same taste in food, music and 
movies, even Hewitt and McMil¬ 
lan, the doyen of doubles, found it 
difficult to socialise after work’. 
On leaxning that his old side-kick 
was in South Africa recently, 
Hewitt invited McMillan over for 
dinner, during which one guest 
propos^ a toast to celebrate the 
occasion "of the two boys sitting 











down to a meal side by side for the 
I first time”. 

I Hewitt recall^. “It was kind of 
embarrassing. It suddenly 
dawned on us that in 14 years of 
travelling the world together we 
had never eaten breakfast, lunch 
or dinner at the same table.” 

But Flach and Seguso wel^ not 
always buddies. “At college we 
actively disliked each other at 
first,” Flach said. “We were the 
best two players in the tennis team 


**t suppose we*re 
becoming Uke an old 
married couple. Nothing 
he does really comes 
as a surprise any mpre** 


and equally competitive. Some¬ 
times we had so much in common 
we bumped heads. A couple of 
times we even dated the same girl, 
which was kind of awkward when 
we were sharing the same room at 
the time...Now we discuss what 
kind of upholstery we are going to 
have next in our living-rooms.” 

Like Tom and Jerry, Laurel and 
Hardy and Morocambe and Wise, 
the two names combine as one but 
neither man, born in the same 
month 25 years ago, displays 
symptoms of an identity crisis. 
“Obviously playing so much dou¬ 
bles has hurt my singles rank¬ 
ing,” Flach, who stands 159 
places below Seguso on the com¬ 
puter at 196th, said. “But it 
doesn’t bother me and I don’t be¬ 
lieve it bothers Robert, either.” 

As winner of 23 doubles titles, 
including the 1987 French Open 
with Anders Jarryd, of Sweden, 











when Flach was unavailable, 
Seguso is well placed to explain 
just what makes his partner such 
9 . master of the craft. 

“He has terrific hands,” Seguso, 
like a surgeon admiring the work 
of a colleague, said. "He’s razor- 
quick, possesses tremendous re¬ 
flexes, returns well and I doubt if 
anyone better understands the in¬ 
tricacies of doubles. But perha{» 
the most important of all is his 
will to win...If you’re in a hole 
there’s simply no one better to 
have alongside you.” 

Flach is equsilly unstinting in 
turn. "Robert serves and vblleys 
well, he can mix up pace, angles 
and spins and is magnificent in a 
crisis—he’s a very reassuring pre¬ 
sence out there. I wouldn’t swap 



him for McEnroe. Nastase or Lav¬ 
er at their peak. I’m very content 
with Robert." 

Like most formations, Flach 
and Seguso regularly employ 
hand signals behind their backs to 
intimate their intentions on court. 
Unlike most other teams, howev¬ 
er, the man at the net also tells his 
partner whether to serve wide, 
down the line or to the body. 

“It’s amazing,” McMillan, who 
won the 1967 Wimbledon title 
with Hewitt without once drop¬ 
ping service throughout ths 
tournament, said. "We only had 
sigrns for receiving, never for serv¬ 
ing...! was only too happy to get 
the damn thing in.” 

■1 i^Mnps 

Coi^esy' Th« TimM. London 
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WORLD OFSOCCER 


R inat das- 

SAYEV has 
started his 
career in 
Spain. The glasnost 
in Soviet soccer has 
now begun. 

When the cele¬ 
brated Russian goal¬ 
keeper made his first 
appearance in the 
transfer match be¬ 
tween Sevilla and 
Spartak, some 30,000 
Andalusians were 
present to see Torero’ 


Spain. 


Soccer glasnost 


Dassayev defend 
Muscovite nets for 45 
minutes and those of 
Sevilla, naturally at 
the same end of the 
Estadio Sanchez Pizi- 
juan, in the second 
half. 

During the match 
new colleague Toni 
Polster beat Dassayev 
to score after ten mi¬ 
nutes, but soon the 
equaliser came 
through Pasulko. 

Later Sevilla’s 


match winner came 
15 minutes from the 
end thanks to Vaza- 
quez. And there be¬ 
gan the 31-year-old 
Dassayev’s career 
with Sevilla. 

Earlier, Dassayev 
arrived at Sevilla to a 
tumultuous welcome. 
In Sevilla Dassayev 
apparently will be 
richer by E800 a 
month under the 
terms of the transfer, 
plus bonuses... 




B elieve it or not, 
theWorldCup is 
going indoors. At five 
venues in Holland the 
first World "indoor 
Cup is about to be 
staged. 

In a way, this is one 
of the last links in a 
chain with which 
FIFA is trying to se¬ 
cure all forms of foot¬ 
ball in the world. 

Besides indoor soc¬ 
cer, Fifa will soon in¬ 
augurate a women’s 
Worjd Cup in China. 
TheWorld Youth Cup 
and the Under 16 
championships are 
already in place, and 
to remind all you foot¬ 
ball lovers, the real 
thing—The World 
Cup—is just 16 
months away. 

However, it is to be 
noted that FIFA’s 
attempt to secure con¬ 
trol of the indoor 
game has not been 
trouble free. 

There were other 
bodies vying for con¬ 
trol. For example, the 
major indoor soccer 
league in the USA, 
the recalcitrant body 
that still refuses to 
submit to FIFA rule, 
despite dire financial 
problems. 

Although FIFA has 
chosen to call the in¬ 
door tournament as 
Indoor Football 
Championship, it 
seems inevitable that 
it will be popularly 
labelled'^he World In¬ 
door Cup. 

The association in¬ 
terms of name with 
the ireal World Cup. 
implying worldwide 
aooeptanoe will surely 
help FIFA’s campaign 










World Cup in Asia?|| 


J OAO HAVBIANO®: 

haa struck again. 
The controversy- 
prone FIFA presittot 
has recently besn ; 
quoted in the Busnos 
Aires newspaper Giro-. 
niata Commercial as 
saying; “I believe the 
1998 World Cup 
should be held in 
Asia.” 

Havelange has 
already earned con¬ 
siderable notoriety 
for his questionable 
role behind the choice 
of several World Cup 
venues. His choice of 
Mexico had caused 
quite a stir. And, his 
stong bias towards 
the USA as the next 
Cup venue, above 
even his own country 
(Brazil), took the 
world by surprise. 

The selection of 
USA was certainly 
not above question. In 
fact, many people 
even thought it was 
ludicrous. And Have¬ 
lange drew heavy fire 
for putting money 
power above every¬ 
thing else in the crite¬ 
rion for selecting Cup 
venues. Now, once 
again, Havelange has 
sent political shook 


II Soccer scandal 


I N Hungary the soc¬ 
cer scandal is still 
blazing. And no one 
knows where it will 
end. 

As a result, the life 
of national manager 
Qyorgy Mezey becom¬ 
es miserable. As . in¬ 
vestigations con-: 
tinue, eight cltibS 
look likely to be ia thsi 
count ■• 
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A HUE SIKIKLK AND 


GARY 

LINEKER 


Englishmen abroad 
rarely manage to 
adjust. But Gary 
Lineker, who is in 
exile in Spain has 
adapted well and is 
enjoying himself 
thoroughly 


a BROAD is unutterably 

bltxxly and foreigrners are 
fiends. So said Uncle 
Matthew in the Nancy 
Mitford book, and he 
spoke for all England, 
auid probably most of the rest of 
the world as well. East, West, 
home’s best: people go abroad 
quite a lot these days, but mostly 
to reinforce that perception. They 
go to foreign lands, but take 
places like Leicester in their 
baggage. 

Not everyone. For some people, 
Abroad is the land of opportunity; 
the place where they can become 
more truly themselves. The 
freedom, the unfamiliarity of 
absolutely everything, the spice of 
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dislocation: all these things 
harden resolution and make life a 
more thrilling proposition. Exile 
was once a form of punishment, 
but for some people, whether you 
are talking about personal life or 
career, exile is a Great Leap 
Forward. » 

“I loathe Abroad, nothing would 
induce me to live there,” Uncle 
Matthew said. “And as for 
foreigners, they are all the same 
and they make me sick.” English 
football is littered with sad tales of 
sporting exUee who would 
endorse all that Uncle Matthew 
says from the bottom of their 
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(Above): Lineker on the 
ground scores again. 

(Left): With wife 
Michelle in Spain. 

hearts; footballers who set out on 
the road to fame and fortune to the 
sound of trumpets, and came 
slinking back with their tsuls 
between their le^fs. The money 
was a nice idea, but the trouble is. 
Abroad is edways full of 
fbreigners, is it not? ' 

BUssett, Hughes, Chapman, and 
now Ian Rush. Rush went to Italy 
to play for Juventus, to lead their 
attacks as Uie ctoKlIiest striker in 


In Spain, Lineker is a hero 
one week and a duffer the 
next. One week the air is full 
of gossip of his impending 
return to England, next week 
he has banged in a couple of 
goals and everyone in 
Barcelona loves him 


all Europe. He came back sadly 
diminished: a lost Welsh boy who 
couldn’t cope, his confidence in 
tatters after the nightmare of 
Abroad. 

It is tempting to be frightfully 
snooty and patronising. What do 
you expect, a chap from that class 
and all the provincialism <;hat 
kind of background implies? One. 
imagines, no doubt unfairly, poor 
Rushle locked in his hotel room 
gloomily pouring HP Sauce on to 
his spaghetti and wondering if he 
could persuade them to h«it up 
his fish fingers. 

But provincialism is not a 













Lineker discovered in himself 
the ability to cope with Abroad 
when things get difficult, as well 
as when eversrthing is lovely. He 
has throe years of his contract left 
“but in a place like Barcelona, that 
doesn‘’t mean too much”. His 
equanimity is his most enviable 
trait. 

All the same, moving Abroad 
was not an easy decision. The 
offer came vlrtviaily in the week he 
got married. He and his wife ' 
Michelle talked it through, 
exhaustively and exhaustingly. 
Every conversation was like one of 
Robinson Crusoe’s 


Lineker (rigJit) liuf>ged 
by Peter Beardsley after 
scoring' for England 


“Spaniards Hka to sit down, 
get a good meal and argue. 
Yon say sometMng tbey’U 
disagre»->and that’s a good 
evening*’ 


credit-and-debit lists: on the one 
hand we could do this, on the 
other hand we coxxldn’t do that. 
Neither would come clean and 
state a strong preference, so they 
held a secret ballot, each writing 



down the real desiie. The result 
was two "yes” votes. So they went. 

“It’s a different lifestyle, and we 
both love it. Within a week, we 
were happy with it. The weather, 
the food—the wine! The different 
hours, we adapted to that at once. 

I love my siesta. It was just so easy 
to slot in. 

“Of course, you miss some 
things. Friends and relations 
came out a lot in our first year a 
lot less now. And you miss stupid 
things like mint sauce and 
tea-bags—though I knew where to 
get tea-bags in Barcelona now. 
Getting a house was difficult but a 
Spanish friend of Terry’s helped 
us. Barcelona is a club that just 
leaves you to sort things out on 
your own. 

“I like the way that people here 
know how to live. Three or four 
times a week, we go out to a 
restaurant with Spanish friends. 
They like to spend their money on 
living, not on houses. Spaniards 
like to sit down, get a good meal, 
and argue. You say something, 
they’ll disagree—emd that’s a good 
evening. They’re great talkers, 
and in Barcelona the first topic of 
ooversation is always football. 

“But it’s difficult to look ahead, I 
just don’t know what’s going to 
happen. I could say I’m reeilly 
looking forward to spending the 
next three years here—and next 
week be back in England” 

Lineker has a gift for 
adaptation, and a rarer gift for 
contentment. He has never been 
booked in his life, this is the 
greatest tribute to his easy-going 
nature that could possibly be 
devised It is this attribute that 
made the process of adaptation a 
simple matter for him. 

“It’s the way you’re made, 
probably Though I didn’t know it 
before, the hfe suits me. But I 
think that the point is you’ve got 
to want to make it work. You’ve 
got to want to like it, you’ve got to 
make yourself like it. If you go out 
with the attitude, well, let’s get 
two years out of the way and make 
a few quid and then I can. get 
back—then you’re never going to 
like it, you’re never going to 
settle. You’ve got to make the 
effort to adapt culturally. And 
esnecially with the language.” 









have throughout their 
cricket careers made 
headlines and I am dead 
certain ever since the 
famous late Frank 
Tarrant rushed to me 
before the first-ever Test 
against England played 
in India at Bombay in 
1933-34 and told me he 
had discovered and 
succeeded in getting a 
‘wonderful little 
batsman—also 
wicket-keeper’-called 
Lala Amarnath selected 
to play for the home 
team, I have been always 
closely associated with 
this tempestuous 
all-rounder as volatile 
on the field as off 

With Mohinder so 
much in the limelight 
the last several weeks I 
wanted to go back to the 
historic occasion when 
the Lala went hammer 
and tongs for Anthony 
de Mello, Board 
president, and got away 
with an attacks on 
authonly which now 
make.s lii.s son's 
outpourings read like a 
joke 

Just a personal note 1 
have missed contracted 
frequency of 
contributions m 
Sportsworld This is 
because it is only now 
since over two months 
ago, after an accident, 
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THE STORY OF THE 
OTHER AMARNATH 














Historic photograph; Lala Amarnath (left) and 
Anthony de Mello In happier times 





am starting to be mobile 
again with the aid of a 
‘walker’ though would 
very much more have 
liked to seek the more 
pleasing aid with the 
help of the Walker as 
Black Label—inside me 

I think it was in 
1938/39 at a board 
meeting held at the CCI 
that loomed large on the 
Agenda the matter about 
some accusations made 
by the Lala which were 
considered as defaming 
de Mello and bringing 
the Board into 
disrepute. 

In that era the proxy 
system was in force 
entitling Associations to 
vest representation on 
the board by their 
nominees and this was 
one of the four, probably 
five, times when my 
writings and broadcasts 
comments had prompted 
me to be nominated by a 
large number of the 
associations 

At this meeting, the 
Lala’s brief was openly 
held by none other than 
the subsequently 
celebrated lawyer, later 
Advocate-General of 
India, Niren De, at that 
time president of the 
Cricket Association of 
Bengal and also retained 
by Amarnath to appear 
on his behalf at some 
pending relevant law 
suit 

When it came to this 
Agenda item, de Mello 
accused Amarnath of 
uttering libellous, 
damaging and 
defamatory statements 
against his person and 
retaliated by recounting 
all he had personally 
done for his alleged 
traducer. , 

Thereupon, Niren De 
in his Olivier-like 
English countered de 
Mello’s charges and 
from this duel it 
appeared certain the 


next step was likely to be 
decided in a court of law, 
I spoke after Niren De 
and with an eye to try 
and avoid a crisis said, 
addressing the chair, I 
wished to raise a point of 
order on the grounds 
that our friend Niren De 
was present in 
triple-role in that he was 
retained as lawyer by 
Amarnath, was here 
holding brief for his 
client while at the same 
time attending the 
meeting representing 
the CAB and also as a 
member of the Board. 
This argument evidently 
caused a deal of 
cross-talk round the 
table and noting this I 
whispered to C.K 
Nayudu seated next to 
me to propose to the 
chair that the meeting 
break up for the tea 
interval I looked at de 
Mello and I think he 
understood this move 
was intended really to 
improvise some sort of 
settlement outside the 
committee room Am 
dead certain that by now 
de Mello had begun to 
realise it might be better 
the matter should go no 
farther. 

So Nayudu, Niren De 
and I went downstairs to 
the old dining room in 
the Club House for tea 
and Niren De agreed we 
ask Amarnath, who was 
sitting on the verandha, 
to join us. Niren De was 
by then I think 
convinced there was 
little to choose between 
who was right and who 
was wrong. In fact, later 
that evening when we 
shared drinks at old 
Green’s, he said to me 
“candidly, there’s little 
to choose between these 
two chaps!” 

During the tea break, I 
proposed and was 
supported that 
Amarnath should say 


With iVIoliiiider so 
niiicli in the 
linifli}:'lit the last 
several weeks I 
wanted to go baek 
to the historie 
occasion when the 
l.ala went hammer 
and tongs for 
Anthony dc Mello, 
Board president, 
and got away with 
an attack on 
authority which 
now makes his 
son’s outpourings 
read like a joke. 


that if he had said 
anything which de Mello 
and the Board felt was 
damaging, this is not 
what he had intended to 
do and in which case he 
would say he is sorry 
When the meeting was 
resumed and I made this 
statement by Amarnath 


It is almost certain 
■ that I am the only 
living member of 
the Board who 
attended that 
meeting and might 
have confirmed 
this had I not long 
ago destroyed all 
the agendas and 
records of the 
Board meetings I 
attended because a 
carcass in a 
push-button 
crematorium needs 
no old papers to be 
consumed more 
rapidly. 


known, supportedfcy ; , 
Niren De and Nayudu. 
up jumped the 
Nawanagar member, a 
stocky Sandhurst type 
Military top brass and ‘ 
shouted- “That’s no 
bloody apology, 
gentlemen!” Before 
some others, most 
obviously wanting to 
support him, could 
express their views, de 
Mello suddenly stood up 
and said “Gentlemen, in 
such case, I feel it is in 
the fitness of things the 
whole matter be 
considered closed.” This 
complete volte face by 
the now-sweating Board 
president knocked the 
wind out of the sails of 
those who I am dead 
certain wanted to hang 
the Lala. 

It 13 almost certain 
that I am the only living 
member of the Board 
who attended that 
meeting and might have 
confirmed this had I not 
long ago destroyed all 
the Agendas and records 
of the Board meetings I 
attended because a 
carcass in a push-button 
crematorium needs no 
old papers to be 
consumed more rapidly. 

Incidentally, since I 
have been reading lately 
about claims of others 
said to have scooped the 
true story of Lala 
Amarnath’s being sent 
back from England and 
the full details, also the 
report of the Beaumont 
Committee, will be 
obliged to make known 
through Sportsworld 
whether I can prove 
what IS truth and what 
is fiction. 

Now on shall be 
regular dipping into 
cricket episodes of the 
past. 

A promise, not a 
threat. 

AS TOLD TO i 

HARSHA BHOGLE i 



FICTION 



The Second 
Innings 


by Moti Nandy 


When SaroJ arrived in 
Delhi, he ^>ok a little 
too long to make up 
hie mind whether he 
should call up Bina. 
He had still not fully 
recovered from the 
shook of the Remin¬ 
der blow. He thought 
he should not have 
any more oompUba- 
tlons in his life. Bina 
certainly a complex, 
very complex, chap¬ 
ter flrom his long for¬ 
gotten youth. And 
how apart from Bina, 
there was her daugh¬ 
ter too. Rosa, who 
was just crazy about 
cricketers, just as 
Bina had been 18 
years ago. 

And Rosa was 
dying to meet Bhaba- 
ni. Bhabani Shankar 
Ghoshal. the wonder- 
boy in Indian cricket, 
who, allegedly, had 
been giving girls 
autographs in ex¬ 
change for kisses. 
Should Saroj take 
Bhabani to Bina's 
house, to Rosa's din- 
ner‘> Saroj could hot 
make up his mind. 
Was he, unwillingly, 
unknowingly, head¬ 
ing towards another 
complicated scenario? 


S AROJ was tired; he 
almost dragged his 
feet to the third floor, 
and then, as he stepped 
into his room, the 
welcoming linen on the 
fresh, comforting bed 
seduced him 
Immediately, he 
postponed the idea of 
calling Rosa. He decided 
he would sleep. 

In sleep, he dreamt. In 
an endless montage of 
sensual images, Bina 
came back to him. She 
looked just as Saroj had 
seen her 18 years ago, in 
the lustful privacy of his 
Jamshedpur room Even 
in the train when Bina 
had shuffled her saree 
and shifted in her seat, 
Saroj noticed those 
irresistible features that 
had once set her 
passions ablaze. He felt a 
surge of blood 
somewhere m his chest. 
And now, in sleep, he 
murmured, ‘Bina, you 
have not changed! ’ 

But Saroj did change, 
much more in the last 
five days than in the 18 
long years when slowly 
he drifted away from his 
incomplete past. And 
now. as he woke up to 
the newsvendor’s call, 
he identified the man 
who caused the change. 
From the front page of 
the Daily Herald, now 
lying on the floor, 
Raminder Singh was 
staring back at him, his 
eyes missing ^he 


ferocity that Saroj had 
noticed when 
Ramlnder’s fist landed 
on his jaw. 

Saroj picked up the 
paper, went to the phone 
and ordered breakfast. 
As he unfolded the 
paper, he saw someone 
had written a feature on 
Raminder. Saroj did not 
bother to read. It did not 
matter. To him what 
mattered now was 
news—sensational 
bombshells, even half 
truths—from inside the 
dressing room. In 
Kanpur, when he wrote 
that imaginary 


conversation between 
Ravi and Raminder, he 
was innocent. His 
innocence had been 
punished. Now he would 
do exactly what he had 
despised, all his life. 

Saroj remembered the 
evening when Mr 
Kanjilal had come to his 
room, in Kanpur. Mr 
Kanjilal was a board 
selector, from Calcutta. 
"You know, Saroj, most 
of the selectors were hell 
bent on dropping 
Raminder for the Deihi 
Test", Kanjilai had said, 
“I opposed. And when 
they could not beat my 
argument, they wanted 
to drop him on 
disciplinary grounds, 
for hitting you. I am 
afraid, Saroj, I had to tell 
a few lies, to defend 
Raminder." 

The lies Kanjilal 
confessed startled Saroj. 
“I said to the board that 
you have admitted your 
fault and apologised to 
Raminder for sending 
false reports. Don’t 
mind, Saroj. I knew you 





like Raminder; you 
would always wish him 
luck and to play for 
India, so I exploited you 
a bit... I’m sorry.” 

Saroj*did not reply. By 
then h^ had made up his 
mind. KanjilaJ would 
have to pay for this, he 
decided. From now on he 
would be Saroj’s prime 
source. 

Saroj cast a last look at 
the sports page. There 
was nothing much to 
read, though he did not 
fail to notice one small 


item at the bottom of the 
page: ‘Bhabani arriving 
in Delhi, this morning’. 

Bhabani Shankar 
Ghoshal. For a moment, 
Saroj visualised a tall, 
youthful figure. Then he 
thought of Rosa and 
Bina. He would have to 
take Bhabani to their 
house. In Kanpur, 
Bhabani had agreed, 
when Saroj sent word 
through Shankar. He 
agreed too readily. Saroj 
was surprised. 

The knock on the door 


woke Saroj up from his 
thoughts. He expected 
his breakfast. There 
Rosa was standing in 
front of him. 

Rosa was still wearing 
a pair of jeans. Her top 
was a woollen T-shirt 
that was pretty tight. 
Rosa was looking full 
grown. 

‘‘Good morning, 
uncle”, Rosa greeted 
Saroj. “Good morning, 
come in. Well, I might as 
well ask for your 
breakfast also,” Saroj 


said, going put Of ^ 
room to speak to the 
waiter on the corridor. 

“Tea of coffee Rosa?”, 
Saroj asked. 

“Coffee, no sugar 
please,” Rosa said. 

“Why, a little bit of 
sugar won’t do much 
harm to your figure,” 
Saroj said, closing the 
door behind him. Rosa > 
smiled shyly. 

“Rosa, tell me 
something, who told you 
about me, your 
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mmnmy'^” Saroj did not 
know why he suddenly 
asked that question 

‘No. uncle Jyotish. He 
used to come to our 
house off and on, and 
believe me he used to 
have a packet of sugar in 
his pocket. Mummy had 
then waged his war 
against sugar,” Rosa 
burst out laughing 

Saroj didn’t. Quietly, 
he got up and went to 
answer the door. The 
boy left the tray on the 
table. Unmindfully, 
Saroj poured the coffee 
without sugar when the 
phone rang. 

"Hello, Sarojda, this is 
Shankar here”, the voice 
burst into his ear, 

“Hello Shankar, when 
did you arrive!” Saroj 
asked. 

“This morning, along 
with Bhabani, what is 
your programme for the 
day. In fact, why don’t 
you come over? Bhabani 
is just getting the 
glasses ready. We’ll have 
a nice time all day, what 
say you"^” Shankar went 
on non stop. 

“Well at the moment I 
have a very sweet guest 
in my room. “Saroj 
replied. 

The next moment he 
blushed, “No, no, come 
on. I’m too old for all 
that, and she is almost 
like my daughter,” Saroj 
said softly, without 
looking at Rosa. “This is 
the girl I told you about, 
in Kanpur, who wants to 
invite Bhabani to 
dinner”. 

“Oh yes,” Shankar 
said, now loud with 
eagerness. “Then why 
don’t you both join us 
for lunch”, Shankar 
proposed, “In fact, why 
don’t you two come 
down now We can have 
a little adda and then go 
for lunch at Taj. 

Bhabani is in a great 
mocxl today. He’ll take 


care of the lunch,” 
Shankar said. 

Surprising Saroj. 

“But then I have to ask 
her”, Saroj told Shankar 
to hang on. 

There was no need to 
ask. Rosa leapt on to her 
feet as she heard about 
Bhabani. “Oh, come on 
uncle, let’s move,” she 
said almost raring to go. 

“But .Rosa . these 
guys will be drinking,” 
Saroj said 

discouragingly, but to 
no effect Rosa almost 
dragged Saroj from the 
phone and pushed him , 
into the toilet to get \ 

ready. 1 


T his was the first time 
Saroj saw Bhabani 
from close quarters, and 
the first thing he did not 
like about him was the 
way he was looking at 
Rosa. 

Bhabani was wearing 
a dark blue track suit, 
and sitting relaxed on a 
sofa, when Saroj and 
Rosa entered. “Hope you 
don’t mind,” Bhabani 
said raising the glass in 


his hand. “Oh no, Saroj 
replied, and then 
introduced Rosa. 
Bhabani did not say hi. 
He nodded, taking a 
hard look at her, his face 
breaking into a slow, 
lazy smile. "Aren’t you 
going to practjpe today. 
Tomorrow is the 
match?” Rosa asked 
Bhabani, “You are 
always quite strict about 
practice”. 









Bhabani looked back, 
now his eyes travelling 
all about Rosa, “Won’t 
matter much,” he 
replied ^ “There’s 
nothing in the New 
Zealand bowling. We 
have better bowlers even 
in club level.” 

Saroj saw Rosa was 
impressed at Bhabani’s 
confidence, though he 
would call it arrogance. 
But by then his mind 


had travelled elsewhere. 
To a restaurant he had 
visited years ago—on 
request. 

Subir had planned the 
whole thing. Saroj was 
asked to go to a 
restaurant near Bina’s 
college at 2,30 in the 
afternoon. After Saroj 
had been their for fifteen 
minutes fiiiishing a cup 
of cold coffee, Bina came 


along with Subir’s sister 
Sujatha and a guy Saroj 
had never seen before. 

Bina did not recognise 
him. Neither did Sujata. 
Like total strangers they 
went to a different table 
and ordered singara. 

The three of them 
were talking cricket. 
Saroj was surprised 
when he overheard the 
conversation. The guy 
whom the girls were 
calling Jyotish was 
sounding as if he had 
played in the Ranji 
trophy for Bihar. Saroj 
realised the guy was 
lying to impress the 
girls. Saroj fought hard 
to suppress a laugh. 

And then it happened 

“Who, you said, keeps 
wicket for Bengal?” 
Sujata asked innocently. 

“Saroj Biswas”, Saroj 
heard the guy say. 

“How is he, good’’” 
now Bina asked. 

“Not at all, his 
gathering is too 
clumsy," the guy gave 
his expert’s comment. 

“You must be 
knowning him well,” 
said Bina. 

“Yeah, obviously, I’ve 
played with him,” the 
guy sounded pretty 
confident, “once I even 
showed him how to keep 
on the leg side." 

Now it dawned on 
Saroj. He figured out the 
trap the girls had laid 
out for the guy He cast 
one glance at Bina and 
Sujata, a cruel, smile 
now playing on their 
faces. 

Saroj realised if he had 
stayed on for a little 
while, the girls would 
have their mission 
accomplished. They 
would expose the guy, 
plunging him into a 
terrible insult. 

Saroj almost ran out of 
the restaurant, to save 
the guy the 


embarrassment. 

The girls, however, 
had their pleasure 
anyway. Later, back in 
college, they related the 
whole story to their 
mates. Saroj had foimd 
it in bad taste and he told 
Bina But Bina protested, 
“Why should he lie? 

Why should he talk 
nonsense about someone 
else, to put false 
glamour on himself?’ 
Saroj Biswas is a bad 
wicketkeeper! How dare 
he defame the best 
cricketer of Bengal?” 

Bina fumed, while 
Saroj basked in the 
warmth of that 
overwhelming sense of 
pride that now engulfed 
him. That day Saroj 
thought his life was 
worth living. 

“What are you 
thinking so deeply, 
Sarojda?” Saroj woke up 
from his thoughts as 
Shankar handed over 
the glass to him. 

“Nothing, just 
thinking of doing a 
story on Bhabani,” he 
lied, “You promised to 
give me all the details, 
didn’t you? I’m counting 
on you,” Saroj turned to 
business 

“Oh yes, let’s go t the 
other room I’ll tell you 
everything,” Shankar 
got up. 

“Oh no, not 
everything please,” 
Bhabani protested, 
jokingly. 

And the last thing 
Saroj heard while 
leaving the room was 
Rosa’s voice: “Why, you 
must be worried that 
he’ll tell all about your 
girlfriends?” 

About an hour later, 
when Saroj got back to 
Bhabani’s room, he was 
shocked. 

(To Os conlinusd) 

Atfaptodby 
Suprakssh Ghoshal 
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REVIEW! 


what about India? 



Padukone is just one of our champions 


T HK story of the on- 
f’ln of badminton 
has teen lost in the 
haze ol indiffer¬ 
ence The silhouette that 
vag’iiely appear merely 
raisnif? more questions 
than it answers No- 
thniK by way of authen¬ 
ticity supported by 
plausible evidence could 
be unearthed by the wri¬ 
ters on the pame Conse¬ 
quently the history of 
badminton in its earliest 
days remains shrouded 
in mystery and the story 
that comes down to us 
does not begin from the 
beginning 

Another misfortune, 
perhaps, is that even the 
attempt to tell the story 
of badminton has never 
been thoroughly ex¬ 
ploited A short chapter 
or two at the beginning 
of the coaching manuals 
18 the normal fare dished 
out, hardly whetting the 
appetite of the hungry 
Moreover, whatever lit¬ 
tle one comes across is 
merely the English ver¬ 
sion of the English his¬ 
tory of the shuttle game 

This, of co.urse, is no 
indictment on the En- i 
ghsh Fiather they de- 
-serve our praise for their 
I enterprise in docu- 
1 mentation and research 
1 Unfortunately not a 
j single authoritative 
woi k can be had on the 
history of the game in 
the i ii'ient 

In Hi'i'u ird Adams The 
Bridii]int(<n Story, the 
trend ol relating the his¬ 
tory ot English and 
European badminton 
continui's Hut It IS at 
least comforting to find 
that he ha.s quoted En¬ 
cyclopaedia Bn t tanmea 
which claims that " 


the game appears to 
have teen played in Eng¬ 
land in about 1873, but 
before that time it was 
played in India, where it 
IS still very popular " 

Bernard Adams’ re¬ 
search to trace the roots 
of badminton has re¬ 
vealed that a form of the 
shuttlecock ga.me ex¬ 
isted in ancient Greece, 
China, Japan and India 
as far back as 2000 
years ago It was a sim¬ 
ple game with the shut¬ 
tlecock hit backwards 
and forwards by two 
bats Although no solid 
proof of its antiquity has 
been deciphered as yet, 
there are paintings and 


photographs to sub¬ 
stantiate the Oriental 
origins of the game. 

In The Badminton 
Story the readers are 
taken through the Vic¬ 
toria manor of the Duke 
of Beaufort’s residence 
at Gloucestershire, Bad¬ 
minton House, from 
where the game took its 
name. We get a glimpse 
of the game’s attraction 
among the leisured clas¬ 
ses of Europe, its de¬ 
velopment during the 
Edwardian era, its popu¬ 
larity in America and 
Scandinavia and finally 
after the War, the great 
leaps made by the Orien¬ 
tals 

Adams has spent time 


with the oustanding per¬ 
formers of Britain and 
Europe but did not get to 
meet the Chinese, the In¬ 
donesians, the Malaya- 
sians and the Indians. 
Consequently, the result 
of his efforts is once 
again lop-sided jwith the 
Western view and his¬ 
tory predominating, and 
the Oriental picture 
blurred A most unfor¬ 
tunate lapse in a book of 
merit. 

If this book could 
shake some of our bad¬ 
minton writers to go 
deep into the glorious 
origins of the game in 
India, their efforts 
woulij not go unre¬ 
warded For today the 
time has come for us to 
highlight our sporting 
heritage. On the one 
hand, we very rightly 
grieve for Syed Modi; 
very rightly feel proud 
of Prakash Padukone. 
But, at the same time, 
memories of Natekar 
and Khanna. Goel and 
Ghosh have begun to 
fade. For that matter, 
how many of us have 
even heard of Prakash 
Nath? 

It is high time that our 
sports writers came for¬ 
ward and informed the 
readers that three de¬ 
cades ago, in 1947, the 
man who was the run¬ 
ner-up in the men’s 
singles of the All Eng¬ 
land championship was 
an Indian, Prakash 
Nath. If we cannot put 
our former heroes on 
their rightful pedestal, 
no amount of funds and 
schemes will enable the 
desired sports move¬ 
ment to t|,ke place in our 
country. 

Raju Mutiharji 

1 

The Story of Badminton by 
Bernard Adams, BBC (Pb. 144 
pages. Rs. 25/-) Available 
from: The Marine Sports, 83A, 
Gokhale Road (N), Dadar, 
Bombay—400028 
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FOCUS 


M ONTHSagroPat 
Pocock, 

Icxjking back 
after quitting 
the county game, 
concluded that players 
now train harder than 
formerly. That got me 
thinking, a lengthy 
process, and wondering 
if perhaps they train too 
hard. 

He was of course 
absolutely right. My 
generation of cricketers 
did not indulge in any 
set form of training. We 
relied on the 
considerable amount of 
walking involved in our 
everyday life and our 
games—more than one 
for most which gave us 
both summer and winter 
play—too keep us in 
trim. 

Why then were we not 
easy prey for strains and 
sprains serious enough 
to keep out of the game 
for old periods? Why 
also are the moderns, 
who take their tracksiiit 
training so seriously, so 
much more prone to 
suffer crippling 
sprains? 

Such misfortunes 
have become so frequent 
that most of us woxild be 
hard-pressed to name an 
England fast bowler 
whose legs or arms or 
back have not failed him 
in the past three or four 
years. 

Our belief was that 
cricket demanded 
general fitn^s, but not 
the 

trained-to-the-minute 
brand, such as a 
footballer needs to see 
him through games of 
00 minutes once or twice 
a week, or a boxer 
aiming to last a dozen 
three-minute rounds. 
They would probably not 
Icmg stand up to cricket 
played six hours a day 
six or seven days a week. 
Some evidence can 









even be advanced to 
suggpest that the 
opposite of training is 
desirable. When Harold 
Larwood first toured 
Australia in 1928-29 he 
was on soft drinks. Four 
years later a ration of 
beer was in his diet. 

Those touring with 
him said that at the end 
of a full day in the field 
on the first visit he had 
little to offer as strike 
bowler in the final 
session, but in 1932-33 
he was still going full 
steam, perspiring beer, 
when stumps were 
drawn. 

Twice in his early 
years.strains kept 
Larwood out of a Test. 
After conversion to the 
benefit of beer only 
injunos, culminating in 
the severe damage to his 
left foot, could stop him. 

A training schedule 
for all takes no heed of 
individual needs. 
Statham, who did the 
donkey work against 
the wind during his 
great 1964-55 alliance 
with Prank Tyson, 
thrived on Idleness 
between matches. To 


make him train would 
have materially reduced 
his effectiveness. 

Whatever Larwood’s 
training method, or lack 
of one, his fitness was 
imdoubted. Each Test 
day in Sydney he walked 
the three miles from the 
team’s city 
hotel—Usher’s in 
Castlereagh Street—to 
the ground and back, 
even when he had 
bowled more than 20 
overs in the sun. 

Before, much later, 
fleets of cars were put at 
their disposal, players 
had to make their own 
way to and from 
grounds. Bertie Oldfield 
recalled travelling in 
one of Sydney’s famous 
toast-rack trams with 
opponents Rhodes and 
Woolley straphanging 
in the next 
compartment. 

While ndt pressing a 
beery case, I do think too 
much emphasis in now 
laid on eaiang and 
drinking and living only 
in ways seen by 
busybodies to be good 
for us. Games-playing is 
not for softies. 
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Pocock also said that 
players now practise 
more than formerly. 
Nobody could have 
practised more than Ian 
Peebles, for instance, 
but perhaps our practice 
was not so obvious. 

Much of my practice 
was solitary. We had a 
nbt in the g:arden, where 
I spent many, many 
hoxirs bowUng at a 
handkerchief laid on an 
attacking length. It is 
much harder to pitch on 
a hankie than to hit a 
single stump. 

In particular I 
estimated I spent about 
60 hours working on 
one particular grip, 
holding only the smooth 
part of the ball one side 
of the seam, before 
attaining some 
accuracy. That was a 
fighting device to get 
the badl travelling more 
slowly than the arm’s 
swing suggested,' an aid 
to a caught-and-bowled. 

Having a 

physiotherapist in 
attendance is obviously 
invaluable when serious 
mishaps occur. 

However, may not their 


constant presence tend 
to upgrade the minor 
cases, and tend to 
mollycoddle players? 

It was not until 1954 
that an English touring 
team was accompanied 
by a masseur. He was 
included in the party for 
A\istralia. The masseur 
was sucoeded by a 
physiotherapist in time, 
which in fact was the 
time when reported 
mishaps increased 
materially. 

For all medical aid 



previous teams relied on 
local talent, and seemed 
to manage will enough. 
Whenever possible 
players exercised DIY 
(do it yourself) on 
themselves. There is 
much to be said in 
favour of DIY and of 
keeping one's troubles to 
oneself. 

Bill Bowes once played 
a Test with success at 
the Oval despite a 
strained thigh muscle. 
He could move aU right 
oh the flat, and so kept 
the strain cfuiet. The 
problem was how to 
manage the many steps 
down from the upstairs 
dressing-room without 
being spotted. 

He went down 
accompanied by a 
friend. While they were 
concentrating on their 
chat it did not look odd 
that Bowes did all the 
downward movement 
with one foot the other 
moving alongside it on 
each step. Once on the 
flat Bowes could run 
normally and bowled 
more than 30 over that 
day. 

One player who surely 


would have benehted 
from DIY last summer 
was Chris Cowdrey, kept 
out of a Test by a bruised 
foot. He presumably had 
never heard of the 
hot-and-cold water 
treatment for bruises, 
which is better than any 
cure produced by 
medical science. 

However severe the 
bruising, any easily 
accessible part, foot or 
hand, can speedily be 
put right. The affected 
part is continually 
switched form a basin of 
very hot water to one 
conteiining iced water. 

I do not suggest that 
he should have been 
allowed to play in the 
Test, having not made 
use of the speedy water 
treatment, but it does 
seem a minor mishap 
when set, for instance, 
against the sorely 
gashed hand which 
Lionel Tennyson 
suffered in the Leeds 
Test of 1021. Despite 
that he made 63 and 36 
virtually one-handed 
against Gregory and 
McDonald. 

WMan CrtekM Monthly 
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The Flinders Park 
stadium with Becker 
(inset) 


PREVIEW: AUSTRALIAN 
OPEN 1989 


Form Favours 
Becker 
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After his Masters triumph and 
inspired play in the Davis Cup 
Final, Boris Becker could win 
his first ever Australian Open 
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T he Association of 
Tennis Profession¬ 
als begin their own 
tour in 1990. .and 
someone should remind 
them to scrap their com¬ 
puter. Or at least find a 
new criteria for rank¬ 
ings. 

On January 10 they 
released 1989’s first 
rankings, which are sig¬ 
nificant for they serve as 
the basis on which the 
Australian Open will do 
their seodmgs. 

No doubt the Aussies 
will enforce some major 
changes, if they did’nt, 
the Open draw would be 
catastrophic. Take a 
brief look 

Wilander is No 1 and 
will be No 1 seed but is 
terribly stale after a dull 
winter, 

Becker who is in 
cracking form after the 
Masters and Davis Cup 
Final is ranked No 4 but 
should be seeded higher 
The best bet for the Open 
which he skipped last 
year with a knee injury 
Becker is sizzling with 
confidence. 

Despite two Grand 
Slam semi-final appear¬ 
ances last year, Agassi 
has done little to justify 
his No. 3 ranking, and 
now again has another 
chance to vindicate his 
huge reputation 
Lendl, ranked No. 2 
makes sense, and it 
would be further sensi¬ 
ble to seed him there. 
The Czech admits disin¬ 
terest in regaining his 
No. 1 ranking, profes¬ 
sing a greater desire to 
win the Aussie Open and 
Wimbledon., the two 
Grand Slam titles which 
elude him. 

Connors at Nq, 7 re¬ 
mains an enigma His 
feet required surgery 
and he agreed to an op¬ 
eration. Nothing more 
has been heard since of 
him. Surely he will not 
play. 


But will world No. 11 
John McEnroe, who has 
skipped Aussie Open’s 
with remarkable con¬ 
sistency? Play he might, 
win he will not. Piqued 
when seeded 16 at the 
US Open, McEnroe was 
embarrassed by his first 
round loss His bril¬ 
liance now shadowed by 
erraticness, Mac, if 
seeded 11 could find 
even that difficult to lus- 
tify 

Kent Carlsson, No 6, 
continues to annoy 
tournament organisers 
Armed with a doctor’s 
certificate allowing to 
him to play only on clay 
(reason knee injury) 
Carlsson proves the 
computer’s inaccuracy. 
He wins on clay, his 
favourite surface, plays 
little elsewhere and re¬ 
mains comfortably up 
on the computer collect- 
ing his year-end 
bonuses His presence at 
the Open will not fright¬ 
en anyone. 

The man ranked No. 8 
should not be easily dis¬ 
missed or poorly seeded. 
Jacob Hlasek, like the 
boy with the three 
wishes, is finding his 
dreams come true. From 
a car crash in January 
1988 to a deserved Mas¬ 
ters appearance in De¬ 
cember Hlasek is having 
fun. Happy, fast and fit 
he could do much, but 
not all. 

Edberg at No. 5 and 
Mecir at No. 13 can be 
seeded anywhere and do 
anything 

P.S. Forget the rank¬ 
ing. There is one gentle¬ 
man who has been rest¬ 
ing for the past three 
months. He may not be 
seeded He certainly is 
not ranked high. He will 
again be crowd favourite 
definitely. And he has 
much to prove. His 
name, incidentally, is 
Pat Cash. 
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Balletic 

Brilliance 

The Bulgarian 
gymnastics troupe 
which came to 
Calcutta recently 
enthralled the 
audience with its 
remarkable display 
of rhythmic 
gymnastics. For the 
most part, they were 
teenagers, and they 
usually did solo 
compositions with 
the ring, rope, 
ribbon, or clubs. The 
photographs are 
by Tapan Das 
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A Big Little Hot Shot 

Ten-year-old Ben Robinson is shooting* into the big 
time thanks to an incredible drive on the golf course 
that has earned him the title of youngest player to ’ 
achieve a hole-in-one. But, to young Mr Tee, it’s only 
the start of an incredible career. 


B en ROBINSON IS 
the smallest big' 
shot around and 
he’s got plenty of 
drive For the ace of 
clubs has proved he is 
the biggest swinger in 
town by becoming the 
youngest golfer in 
Britain to achieve a 
hole-m-one 
Mr Tee as he is now 
known— and Ills proud 
parents, Howard and 
Edith, reckon there’s 
room for a hot shot like 
him in the Guiiuipss 
Book of Hocords Now 
they're waiting to hear 
whether he's made it 
into the prestigious 
book 

1 Thei e’s no doubt that 
I Ben. with his 161-yard 
I shot on the second tee 
I has clinched the British 
{ record, although the 
! world record is held by 
j an American who was 
! .five when he shot to the 
' big time Still, 

! iD-year-old Ben, from 
; Hilhngham, Cleveland, 
was just t'lght when he 
holed in one while 
paj mg a round with his 
grandad, Eric 

Mother Edith says “It 
was Eric's friend who 
made the amazing 
discoverv 1 le couldn't 
find Ben'.s hall on the 
green and was 
searching all around the 

Ben lies beside the hole 
where he made his 
record-breaking shot 


ee 



edge It didn't occur to 
him to look in the hole' 
All the men were 
jumping up and down, 
and shouting with 
excitement but all Ben 
could say was, 'Oh, 
smashing’ I don't think 
he even realised what 
he'd done It was such a 
one-off achievement that 
he’ll probably never do it 
again in his life ’’ 

Since then,the 
telephone has hardly 
stopped ringing at the 
Robinson's house, with 
people wanting Ben to 
make local television 
appearancc.s. radio and 
newspaper interviews 

His mum adds "I 
think he found the 
announcement in 
assembly at the 
beginning of the new 
school term the most 
embarrassing' Now I 
think he’s getting a little 
fed up with all the fuss ” 

Ironically, it was only 
Ben’s second round of 
golf with Eric. The 
invitation to play his 
grandad at Robinson 
senior’s Redcar Club, 
came after Ben’s first 
competition—the Boy’s 
Junior Open—in which 
he came second And he 
certainly took grandad 
to the cleaners! 

‘It all started when we 
brought Ben a little 
plastic golf set when he 
was two He showed 
such an aptitude for it 



that my father, Bob 
Baxter, cut down an old 
putter for him to 
practise with,” his 
i mother explained “He 
I wasn't allowed to play 
\ on the local golf course 
because he was far too 
young But my father 
taught him ” 

When Ben was seven, 

I he used the local driving 
! range and took lessons 
: in the summer from a 
, pro But it wasn't until 
I he'd passed his 
' certificate of 
■ competance, that he was 
! finally allowed to 
become a full fledged 
; member ol the 
] Billingharn Golf Club 

GoK IS very much a 
! way of life in the 
1 Robinson family Dad 
I plays, and both 
' grandfathers Only 
j Kdith and sister 
I Jennifer, 6, resist the 
; urge to go the round of 
j 18 holes 

; As Edit h smilingly 
I puts it ' I su.s|iecl 
i Howard is a tiny bit 
jealous of all ( he 
attention Ben's been 
getting since liis 
hole-in one He's quite a 
celebrity at the kxial 
club 

"His father isn't so 
good He only started 
playing in his 
mid-twonties so his 
handicap is still quite 
high It did hurt him 
when Ben announced on 
national radio that his 
dad was ‘rubbish’ 
Howard’s taken quite a 
tot of stick since that 
commment, ” she 
continued 

And his mum reveals 
that even at just 
10-year-old, Ben already 
has ambitions to become 
a pro "His hero is the 
local golfing 
professional at the club 
If Ben manages to speak 
to him during the day, 
he’s happy. 



in the game-- even if 
you don’t play, ” Edith 
adds 

For the time-being, 
though, an 1 8-hole golI 
course is a long trek for 
the mini golf champ As 
his mum smilingly 
explains "By the time 
he’s got round all the 
holes, he’s a little tired 


and sometimes a bit fed 
up But ifu child's good 
at something they 
generally tend to stick at 
it. so 1 don't think it's 
just a passing 
phase - but we're not 
going to push him one 
way or the other " 

Lynda Black 

Asia^ediur^s 
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B l y t he end of 

next .se.'iSfiii it 
will be 

compulsory to 
carry an 
identity card to 
attend a Football I,eague 
1 Tiiatcli AttemptinK" to 
I enter a ground witliout 
that card will bn a 
criminal offence, You 
could even end up in 
prison 

It IS a scheme which is 
I being forced on football 
j by the Government, 
which feels the game 
has taken too long to 
stamp out the problem of 
hooliganism But the 
people involved in the 
day to day running of 
soccer warn that f he 
scheme will create many 
more problems than it 
will solve 
Minister for Sport 
Cohn Moynihan claims 
"The National 
Membership Scheme 
offers the prospect of 
ending football 
hooliganism and 
violence " But soccer's 
administrators fear the 
Minister is out of touch 
with reality 
The idea of the scheme 
IS to wipe out 
hooliganism inside the 
grounds, but is that 
really a major problem 
I any more‘s 18 million 
j people attended Football 
I League matches last 
: season 6,147 were 
' a rrcsted an average of 
just three per game 


Horrendous 


M.uichester United 
admitted more than one 
million fieople to Old 
Traffoid last season and 
repiortcfl just l.'l arrests 
They have 9y turnstiles 
attheground more 
than any other stadium, 
and fear horrendous 
problems trying to 
admit up to 50,000 lan.s 
with ID cards 
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By the end of next season 
it will be compulsory to carry 
an identity card in England to 
attend the Football League. 
This scheme introduced by the 
government to curb 
hooliganism has numerous 
detractors 


Secretary Ken Merrett 
insists 'F’ootball is not 
pertect, but tlierc is very 
hit le trouble inside our 
gruuiKls these days The 
jirobleins oet ur in the 
streets outside, and this 


scheme won’t .solve 
those. 

"I don’t want to be a 
scaremonger, but if we 
have thousands of fans 
queuing to get in then 
their goodwill will soon 


evaporate if they are 
delayed even longer 
That’s when the pushing 
and shoving will start ” 

And Arsenal’s 
Managing Director Ken 
Friar reveals “When we 
played Liverpool in the 
Littlewoods Cup-tie at 
Highbury, we had more 
than 54,000 people here. 
We had to put the 
kick-off time back to get 
everybody in and if we’d 
have been running a 
membership scheme at 
the time we’d have had 
very serious problems. 

“We had people 
arriving at a rate of 
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1.000 a minute and 
there is no stadium in 
the country which can 
cope with that volume of 
traffic ID cards and 
computers will slow that 
system up further and 1 
don't like to think what 
will happen if the 
system g'oes down or 
cards start 
malfunctioning " 

At the other end of the 
scale Halifax, the worst 
supported club in the 
League, haven't had a 
single arrest at The 
Shay for moi-e than two 
years Yet they must 
also install 


computerised turnstiles 
and fear the cost could 
put them out of 
business 

Commercial secretary 
Tony Thwaites says “It's 
all so silly Hooliganism 
is not a problem at a club 
like Ilalilax, We stopped 
the yolibo.s coming into 
our ground a long time 
ago 

“Somebody in the 
Government is definitely 
out of touch This idea 
won't solve anything 
All it will do IS drive the 
casual supporter away 
from football 

Even Luton Town, the 
pioneers of 

computerised turnstiles 
and members only 
soccer, have their 
reservations about the 
Bill 

Since introducing 
their own 100 per cent 
membership scheme at 
Kenilworth Road at the 
start of the 1986-87 
.season, Luton haven't 
had a single arrest 
inside or outside their 
ground during a Leag'ue 
match But they believe 
that IS due to the fact , 
that they have banned 
all visiting fans not 
because all their fans 
need a card to gain 
access to the ground 
And now they are 


Professional Football Association 
chief Gordon Taylor 
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“The players don't like it and the fans don’t 
eitfleh We believe that hooliganism Is a law and 
order problem, not a soccer problem. The 
Government is turning Its back on the Issue" 


worried that they might 
be forced to readmit the 
away team's supporters. 

General secretary Bill 
Tomlins says. "We have 
taken away the focal ' 
point for our own 
troublemakers by 
banning away fans. NoW 
those Luton hooligans 
don't bother coming 
here 

"But when we had to 
admit Fortsniouth 
supporters for last 
sea.son's FA Cup-tie. the 
nasty element got 
together again and there 
were 17 arrests “ 

Tomlins knuv/s first 
hand wliat piobtemscan 
be cau.scd by 
computerised turnstiles 
and predicts a lot of 
initial headaches tor 
other clubs when the 
scheme is int reduced 

“It would bo a mistake 
to 1 1 y to introduce the 
system to all 9S clubs en 
bloc It should be 
introduced gradually, 
with just two or three 
clubs 111 a pilot scheme at 
first That way aiiv 
problems could be .sorted 
out " 

Bignifleantly. that is 
just what the Dutch will 
bo doing in 1 lie New Year 
after then Munster of 
.Justice had threatened 
lu order’ all football 
rnatflip.s to be played 
behind closed dor'rs 
unless tfiey came up 
witli a cure for 
hooligancsni 

Only the five best 
supported clubs PSV, 
Ajax, f’eyenoord. Den 
Haag and Utrecht -will 
tie involved and it is a 
fair bet tlial the success 
of the experiment will be 
closely monitored by the 
Football Membership 
Authority who must 
implement the English 
•scheme. 

[juton are prepared to 
volunteer to be one of 
those guinea pig clubs 





hope to be able to use my 
contacts to make 
chanf^es,” Dunnet says 

Othei's are far more 
outspoken in their 
criticism of Sports 
Minister Moynihan, 
including’ Leicester 
manager David Pleat 
who said recently, "The 
scheme Mrs Thatcher 
intends to impose 
through her Sports 
Ministers misguided 
understanding of soccer 
will be one of the most 
disastrous blasts the 
game has had to 
counter ” 

And Graham Kelly the 
newly appointed chief 
executive of the FA says. 
'T fear the membership 
scheme could reduce 
attendances at League 
matches by 25% 


I and believe tlii'ir 
i ('xpi'i’ience can inininiise 
j llie nuiiiht'i 1)1 e.ii ly 
i mislaki's 
; We have liad 
! iirohlc'iiiH 'I'urnstiles 
haVI' hi'okeii iliiwn and 
I vve know I here a re 
! peopli' who have I netl to 
I beat the sy .stem 
1 Soini't lines the ID eai ds 
. uet damaged and won t 
got hi ough t lie 
j tuinslile Thai's why, 
lor instance, we'd 
j ri'coinmend I he card is 
I put through th(> systt'in 
! liv a tranif'd operator 
i rather than the fan 
, himself It could cut 
: down on the time 
I involved considerably 
' .say.s 'romhiis 


Change 


change their entire 
eoinputm’ised entry 
system 

failon acknow ledge 
that t lie memlierslup 
svstem h.is vvoi ked lor 
1 hem and i ed need tliei r 
police costs by more 
tlian .bo pm-cent Hut 
they also appreciate t hat 
It imglit not work for 
eveiyone 

And t tiat is why .lack 
1 tunnel t 1 ecently ag i eed 
to take over the 
PresideiK'V of tire 
I'ootball League again, in 
.111 effort to I'urb some ol 
the wilder aspects ol the 
proposed (ioverninent 
Bill 

"The chances of 
stopping the Bill are ml 
because the Prime 
Minister is committed to 
it, but as a politician I 


The Luton ID card is a 
simple plastic affaii, the 
: si/.eot a nornial credit 
i.u'd It doesn't require a 
I pr 1 ill e of the owner and 
i doi'su 1 even show Ins or 
hei rune The only 
iiiloi m.ilioii it contains 
IS th.i! momher's number 
and .1 simple bar code, 
similar to the system 
now used liy many 
suporm.irkets li the 
National .Vlemheislup 
Scheme opts for 
magnetically si i iped 
cards, Luton will have to 


Minister for Sport Colin Moynihan 




iTCj 

TECHCARD SUPPORTS 
THE HATTERS 

jutNi««C«ni''n 

• Photo ID Card Systems 


• Card Design & Development 

T«l 

a MachmeReadmgAppItcahon 


• Paper litketing Systems 

UlilHlI 

1 'I sJ '•*! nil"!' 
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“The National Membership Scheme offers the 
prospect of ending football hooliganism and 
violence" 
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"That would mean an 
annual loss at the gate of 
about £15 million. Add 
to that the possible cost 
of installing 
computerised turnstiles 
at every league ground 
and you are talking 
about £25 million 

“Soccer simply cannot 
afford to lose that kind 
of money It could have a 
catastrophic effect on 
the game and we don’t 
believe the scheme is 
necessary 

"If there is any trouble 
within the confines of 
the ground, we are 
prepared to hand out 
strong penalties When 
there was trouble at 
Chelsea’ vs 
Middlesbrough last 
.season, we fined Chelsea 
£75,000 and closed 
parts of Stamford 
Bridge for the first six 
matches of the season 
But virtually all 
outbreaks of violence 
occur outside the 
grounds 

“We’d feel more 
inclined to support the 
scheme if it would help 
us get back to Europe 
But It won’t 

‘‘We feel we are being 
trampled on to a certain 
extent by the 
Government. We also 
resent the Minister of 
Sport’s comments that 
the FA is dragging its 
feet over the hooligan 
issue, and feel he has 
embellished the facts to 
help his case”. 

Those sentiments are 
echoed by PFA chief 
Gordon Taylor, who 
says. “The players don’t 
like it and the fans don’t, 
either. Wig believe 
hooliganism is a law and 
order problem, not a 
soccer problem The 
Government is turning 
its back on the issue.” 

Police chiefs up and 
down the country have 
also voiced their doubts I 





as to the effectiveness of 
the proposals and some 
have predicted g-reater 
chaos than ever outside 
the grounds. 

FA spokesman David 
Bloomfield believes it is 
those police objections 
which could prove 
soccer’s salvation. “The 
police will be at the 
sharp end of the 
problems which the 
Membership Scheme 
will cause. If the 
Government won’t listen 
to the football 
association, at least they 
might listen to the 
police ” 

And that theme is 
taken up by Luton, 
whose general secretary 
Bill Tomlins says.. “I 
believe football has been 
made a scapegoat for 
society’s diseases. If this 
scheme does nothing 
else, it might prove to 
the general public that 




Luton Football Club; 
members lining up and 
then getting their cards 
punched 

football is not the root of 
all the troublp It might 
highlight an even 
bigger problem for the 
Government. ’’ 

The scheme was 
originally scheduled for 
the start of next season 
but has already been put 
back to the spring of 
1990. 

Whether or not it will 
be a success remains to 
be seen. What is beyond 
doubt is the fact that 
there will be a number of 
initial problems which 
will put a lot of 
supporters off coming to 
football. And whether 
the game can survive 
that loss is the most 
important question of 
all. 

Shoot Magazine 
Aaia Features 
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A rnold muhren, the 
brilliant Ehitch 
international who had such 
a g:ood career in the English 
League, was less than 
oomplimentary about his former 
colleagues. I don’t usually pay 
much heed to personalities 
sounding off in the newspapers, 
but I must say that Muhren’s 
comments about the discipline of 
English footballers—and, more 
specifically, their drinking 
habits—touched a raw nerve with 
me. 

I aun not saying that English 
football is full of alcoholics. But I 
do get the impression that, 
generally, our players do drink 
too much. 

For many years, the Soots have 
been looked upon as the big 
drinkers. But I think the problem 
ban become even worse in 
England. 

It is not difficult to appreciate 
why Muhren made such a big 
thing of it—having not been 
brought up in English football, 
this aspect of the game will have 
struck him more forcibly than 
anyone. To a grreat extent, the 
point he was making emphasises 
the differences between English 
players, and their Continental 
counterparts, in terms of the ways 
they conduct themselves in their 
everyday lives. 

When Qraeme Souness became 
player-manager of Rangers, 
following his spell with 
Sampdoria, I remember him 
saying that even his former 
Liverpool team-mates weren’t as 
professional in their approach to 
the game as those he had worked 
with in Italy. 

Trevor Francis, Souness’s 
ex-Sampdoria colleague, made a 
similar point when he was 
appointed QPR’s player-manager. 
“I have learned under 
Brian Clough, and in Italy, just 
how important good discipline is. 
In Italy, the players conducted 
themselves brilliantly both on and 
off the field. We should pay more 
attention to that.” 

I have to agree. Indeed, I have 
devoted much of my attention to 
this facet of the game since I 
became Manchester United’s 
manaiger. 


English players by ahd large do 
have a professional attitude—but 
only up to a point. They certainly 
don’t g^o to the same lengths as 
players on the Continent. 

There are sound reasons for 
some of the differences. Take the 
training, during the week. 
English players usually train two 
or three hours each morning, 
whereas on the Continent, they 
have to work throughout the day. 
However, you can’t blame our 
players—or the trainers, coaches 
and managers—for that. It’s just 
due to the high number of 
competitive matches in England. 


English 

Players 

Should 

Drink 

LessAnd 

Train 

More 


Continental players have to 
adhere to considerably stricter 
and more rigid club rules. 

For example, they are very 
carefhl about what they eat and 
drink. It’s not vinusual for them to 
be weighed each week, and 
anybody who is over the limit the 
club has set him—even by only a 
pound or two—is liable to be fined. 
That mentality governs nmny 
other aspects of the players’ 
preparation for matches. 

A lot of British players wovild 
find it very difficult to acclimatise 
to this sort of environment—one 
in which the club sometimes gpve 
the impression of owning them 



body and soul. Indeed, it g^oes 
some way towards explaining 
why so few have really done well 
abroad, especially those who have 
gone to Italy, where the level of 
discipline is probably at its most 
stifling. 

But that’s not to say that we 
can’t learn from that approach. 

Qraeme Souness has instilled 
part of the Italian approach into 
his Rangers team and no-one can 
argue that it has had a 
detrimental effect. It will be 
interesting to see whether Trevor 
Francis—who, of course, was at 
Ibrox with Qraeme before joining 






OPR—will be as sucx^ssful, 
especially as Francis isn’t as 
“toug'h’’ and ag'grressive as Graeme 
by nature. 

Francis has a much more 
difncult Job than Liverpool’s 
Kenny Dalgrlish, the First 
Division’s other big-name 
player-manager of recent years. 
Kenny was able to (k>mbine the 
two roles successfully, not just 
because of his knowledge of the 
club, but the fiact that there wasn’t 
a great deal for him to do in the 
managerial sense anyway. 

Liverpool, having established a 
fbrmula for success, has been run 



the same way for many years, and 
Kenny has had a tremendous 
back-up team with men such as 
Bob Paisley. Ronnie Moran and 
Peter Robinson to help him keep 
the club on the right track. His 
case, indeed, provides a perfect 
example of the importance of a 
club maintaining a degrree of 
continuity in its executive 
appointments, and policies. 

That, of course, has been 
lacking at OPR. There have been 
BO many upheavals there in recent 
seasons that, compared with 
Dalglish, Francis is virtually 
starting from scratch. 






H aving discussed 
the first of the 
one-punch, 
one-step routines 
last week, we are 
carrying on with 
jodan-oi-tsuki this week. 
Basically very similar to 
last week’s sequence, the 
only difference with 
jodan-oi-tsuki is that 
you throw three 
punches to the upper 
region i.e. the chin. 

Starting from 
g-idan-barai throw a 
punch to the chin Then, 
having made sure that 
your shoulders are 
straight and the fist 
aligned with the centre 


KARATE 




of your body, move the 
back foot forward. Once 
the foot is firmly 
implanted, throw the 
next punch. Remember 
the 45° to straight 
forward turn of the toes 

On the completion of 
the third punch, bring 
the back foot behind 
your body so that you 
are balanced on the front 
foot with little support 
from the ball of the rear 
foot. Then swivel around 
on the ball of the back 
foot even as your hands 
perform g-idan-barai. 
Now move into the same 
three -punch with one 
step movement routine. 

It is important that 
you keep the fist aligned 
perfectly with the centre 
of your body. Don’t let 
your fist move out to 
either side Also the 
area you are aiming for 
is the chin. 

By ShivajI Ganguly 
Kyokuahinkai'fcan Karate 


Jodan-oi-tsuki: throw 
three punches to the 
chin while moving 
forward one step with 
each punch. After 
three punches, swivel 
on the ball of the rear 
foot, perform a 
gidan-barai and 
repeat the three-punch 
routine while moving 
forward 


The Kyokuahinkai-kan Karate 
Headquarters, Calcutta is 
organising an All India 
Instructor’s Camp at Calcutta 
for one week starting February 
13,13W. All intermted are 
rscwMted to contact Shivsji 
Ganguly at 136 Harish 
Mukherjee Road, Calcutta 
70002S tor further detaHa 








ROUNDUP 


JAMMU & KASHMIR 

Inter-University TT 

T he All-India Inter-University 
table tennis championship was 
held in Jammu and Kashmir 
under the auspices of Jammu 
University. It was the first time 
that Jammu University was 
holding an all-lndia tournament 
and althoug'ht the arrangement's 
were superb, there was no sign of 
the Organising Secretary Mr 
B K Magotra except for the first 
and last day of the tournament 
Anyway, coming back to the 
championships, Delhi University 
emerged as a new power in table 
tennis Delhi v.'on both the men’s 
and the women’s titles 

In the Men’s final, it was a close 
fight between Delhi and Calicut 
University In the men’s singles. 
Himanshu Kala defeated Pradeep 
Kumar in the opening match But 
Calicut came back strongly when 
Srinivasan defeated Kala 12-21. 
21-16. 21-15 in a thrilling match 
But the match of the 
championships was the one 
between Himanshu Kala and 
Thomas Mathew Both played 
intelligent, attacking TT. 

Played in front of a good crowd, 
Thomas Mathew won the first 
game, 21-18 Himanshu Kala was 
in all sorts of problems against the 
stubborn defence of Mathew But 
in the second game, with the help 
of some good forehand smashes. 
Himanshu Kala won 21-9 The 
same story was repeated in the 
third although it was a see-saw 
battle right till the very end, when 
Himanshu defeated Mathew 25-23 
to clinch the issue Delhi 
University finally won 5-3. 

State TT 

M ANMEET KOUR and Satbir 
Singh of Jammu have done it 
again. They won the women’s and 
men’s titles at the J&K State Table 
Tennis Championships with ease. 

' Right from the start, they were 
regarded as the favourites. 

Manmeet Kour met Pooja 
Mahajan in the final. She played 
very well from the word go. Her 



Manmeet Kour; the J&K 
women’s state champion 

main strength was her forehand 
top spin drive Her chops were 
also marvellous She won in 
straight games, 21-19, 21-17 And 
it IS quite clear, that Manmeet 
Kour at 20 years of age is the 
finest table tennis prospect to 
emerge from the state of Jammu 
and Kashmir 

The men’s final was equally 
interesting Both Satbir Singh 
and Ajay Sharma played well. 


However. Satbir Singh finally won 
17-21.21-17.21-17, 18-21 and 
21-17 It was a close match as 
Satbir Singh lost the first game 
but he came strongly in the next 
two. But again Ajay Sharma 
fought gallantly in the fourth to 
win and it needed the fifth game 
for Satbir Singh to emerge 
victorious 
Manu Shrivastava 

_ INDORE _ 

M-lndia Neema 
VoUeybaU 

B order security Force. 

Jalandhar and Southern 
Railway. Madias, wfin the men's 
and women's volleyball titles at 
the 14th All-India Ramchandra 
Neema Volleyball tournament 
held at Indore recently 

In the final. Border Security 
Force defeated Andhra Pradesh 
Sports Hostel 15-3, 15-10, 15-8, m 
a one-sided match 
In the women's final. Southern 
Railway beat Ney veil Lignite 

The Delhi University with the 
championship trophies for the 
men’s and women’s section 






I (Jf>rp()f-Uioii 15-1 ! 1 1-15, 15-6, 

I !M5, 1 -j I I 

' Dharmesh Yashlaha 

NEW DELHI 

Inter-Universify Cricket 

H ost Uelhi university retained 
the North Zone 
i Inter-Univer.sity Cricket 
j (-'hampionship when they 
pi evaded over Ouru Nanak Dev 
University (Amritsar) by virtue of 
their 19 runs first innings lead on 
the fifth day of the final at the 
University ground 
Delhi, who made 441 in the first 
innings with the aid oi a brilliant 
92 by Sanjay Mavaskar, bundled 
outGNDU for 251 with Delhi 
skipper medium pacer. Atul 
Wasson claiming five for 70. 

Ajay Joshi remained unbeaten 
added 2 runs to his overnight 
score of 31 His 33 contained four 
boundaries. 

D.K. Mudgai 

The Delhi University Cricket 
Team: winners of the North 
Zone Inter-University Cricket 
Championships 



The M.P. Sports Council 
member, Mahendra Singh 
gives the winner’s trophy to 
Janathi Viswanathan, the team 
captain of the Southern 
Railway Women’s team 
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Junior and Sub-Junior 
Archeiy 
Championships 

T ribal archers, spotted and 
trained under the Special Area 
Games Scheme ol the Sports 
Authority of India gave a 
creditable performance at the 
recently concluded Junior and 
Sub-Junior Archery 
Championship held at Cochin, 
Kerala 

The contingent comprising 19 
archers, 17 boys and 2 girls 
representing their respective 
States and Union Territories at the 
Nationals, between them bagged 
22 medals in the Junior—11 gold, 
7 silver and 4 bronze and 8 medals 
in sub-junior section—4 gold, 1 
silver and 3 bronze 
Salomi Bodra from Bihar 
emerged as the new National 
Champion in Junior Section 
(girls.). She collected a gold each 
in 50 metres, and 40 metres and a 
bronze m 30 metres. She also 
helped the Bihar squad bag the 
team championship 









Salomi Bodra seen in action Marappa in action during the championships 


In open championship - Sonam 
of Jammu and Kashmir won gold 
m 50 metres (284) Marappa of 
Andhra Pradesh won silver (283) 
while Soma Angaria of Bihar won 
the bronze (277) 

In the 40 metres Motia Bohanga 
of Bihar won the gold (318) while 
Marappa of Andhra Pradesh won 
the silver medal (307). Rajinder 
Guiya (Bihar), Soma Angaria 
(Bihar) and Marappa (Andhra 
Pradesh) won the gold, silver and 
bronze respectively in 30 metres. 
Marappa scored the individual 
championship (916). Motia 
Bahanga stood second (898) and 
Soma Angaria (888) stood third 
In the sub-junior section Sonia 
Krishna of Orissa bagged the gold 
in the boys section (341). He also 
won the individual championship 
(647 points). Rawat Nathu Singh 
was the Individual Championship 
in the open sub-junior section (673 
points). Tsewang Dorje won the 
bronze with 60 jkiints. Rawat 
Nathu Singh also won a gold each 
in 20 metres and 30 metros. Spnia 
Krishna bagged the silver in 20 
metres (341). While Tsewang 
Dorje bagged the bronze in 30 


metres (3 1 5 points) 

In the Boy’s section Soma 
Angaria of Bihar won a gold each 
111 50 metros and a silver in 30 
metres He also scored the highest 
points in the Individual 
Championship (888) while 


Mahinder Singh Sardar also of 
Bihar came second in the 
individual championship (885). In 
the 30 metres Rajinder Guiya 
bagged a gold while Soma 
Angaria bagged a silver in 30 
metres 
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(above) Skipper of the yacht ‘Veter’ Pavel Vasilchenko 
(Centre) poses with his crew after arriving in Sydney 
to compete in the 630 nautical mile Sydney to Hobart 
yacht race^ The ‘Veter’ is the first l^viet yacht to 
compete in a western ocean race. 


(Above risht). Great Britain’s Eddie Edward nicknamed 
‘The Eagle’ soars through the air on his way to take 
the last place once again during New Year’s World 
Cup ski jumping held at West Germany. 
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(above) England’s Pyona Campbell, with the Indian 
Ocean in the back ground, raises her arm in jubilation 
at Bathers Beach Fremantle, Australia after 
completing a 6,600 kilometer walk across Australia in 
95 days. The 21-year-old Briton beat the previous 
record by one day. 


(left) Oklahoma State football coach Pat Jones gets a 
dousing from his players at the end of the Holiday 
Bowl in which Oklahoma State routed Wyoming 
62-14. 


Photographs AP/PTI 
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■N THE GAME 


No Steroids! 

Not that it makes much difference 

B en JOHNSON mightn’t have been too 
popular in athletic circles after his anabO' 
lie steroid scandal but the Canadian foot¬ 
ball (that’s American football we’re tedking 
about here) teams were ready to grab him. 
Unfortxmately, even that avenue seems to be 
closing down now with the NFh (National 
Football League), the governing body of Amer- 
. lean pro football, banning anabolic steroids. 

Recent defaulters of this new rule are the 
Miami Dolphins’ wide receiver Mark Duper 
and the Dallas Cowboys defensive back Victor 
Scott, bringing the total number of playere 
suspended for using anabolic steroids this 
year to 24. While the players are running 
around trying to find a loophole. Art Modell, 
the owner of the Cleveland Browns, saya 
‘“maybe it will be like it used to be. We didn’t 
have aoc-pounders. We had 250-pounders." 
Big deal, this banning of anabolic steriods! 


Huimour 

Makes the fcxitball players go to 
Dr. Eaton 


A merican foot¬ 
ball players are 
no strangers to 
injury. The rumble- 
tumble of their 
chosen sport sees 
plenty of injuries— 
hand and finger in¬ 
juries being the most 
frequent. But there’s 
one aspect that’s rais¬ 
ing eyebrows all over 
the United States: the 
preference, most of 
them, especially the 
New York Mets.have 




for one particular 
doctor. Dr. Richard 
Eaton. 

When asked what 
his magic was. Dr 
Eaton couldn’t initial¬ 
ly put his finger on it 
(no pun intended). 
But subsequent 
checking with the in¬ 
jured players who 
troop into Dr. Eaton's 
office revealed all. 
Seems Dr Eaton’s 
habit of playitig W.C. 
Field's comedies on 
his portcble tape re¬ 
corder while' perfbrm- 
ing his hand and fin¬ 
ger operations—most 
of which are dLofie 
under just local emee- ^ 
thesis— helps the pa¬ 
tient take his mind off 
the pain. Better still, 
it even makes them • 
1 laugh while the, good 
[doctor does' his 
jmaglo. N^'Vir, wp 
‘know. - ‘ 


Ali’s As Eujsive As 
Ever 

From ring to circle 



S OMEONE’S been 
calling up some 
US politicians and 
journalists and im¬ 
personating Muham¬ 
mad Ali! Whoever it 
is—Ali swears it's not 
him—is asking the 
people he calls for 
help on three pro¬ 


jects, one of which 
could make millions 
for the former 
heavyweight boxing 
champion. 

Is the ‘rope-a-dope’ 
king trying some fan¬ 
cy moves in the finan¬ 
cial circle? 


What Man And Woman 
Are Putting Asunder 

Paul Weltzpr will put together 

E ven as Mike .Tyson and Robip Oivens 
throw lawsujts at each other, Paul Weitzer 
has brought them together: by sUeing be^h 
of them as a single.entity, thiyfe Imw, 

Seems the TysonS (that’s When matrimony 
still ruled supreme) had bought a Russian 
golden sable coat from the Manhattan furriers 
Jack-Paul Weitzer inc. as a birthday gift for 
Robin’s mother Ruth Roper, When W^tzer 
refused to be paid by credit card, ooupW 
promised to pay him by chedk..' thertot day: 
That next day, according to Paul Welbser, 
never came. And he’s now draggmjghki 
profile customers into court for 
plus interest, couri costs and'fees; $ ' 
92,012.60.' :,.V - ■. i,. • 

'Well, that's so mtjksh i^in ^vens. 

can take'off her . :• •• 
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QUIZ/CHESS/BRIDGE 


QUESTIONS 

1 Basketball players are called 
"cagers” Can you explain this"? 
2. Who is the first Indian women to 
clear ! 70 metres'? 

3 What IS the “Mamallan Award'”? 

4. Who are the "Red Army" in 
British football'? 

5. What is a ‘Touring Canadian '? 

6. What is common to former world 
heavyweight boxing champions 
Gene T unney and Rockey 
Marciano'? 

7 When and where did Pele play 
his farewell game'? 

^ I 8 Which sides did Pele represent in 
I his farewell game and in which 

I order'? 

i 9 In two Asian Games (1958 and 
I 1962) competitions in volleyball 
! were held under two systems 

How was It'? 

! 10 Which cricket captain of England 
i was an Olympic boxing gold 

i ■ medallist 

ANSWERS 

1. In the early days of basketball, 
many of the professional teams in 
the U S A encased the court in 
chicken wire (thus keeping the 
ball in bounds) It was sort of 
keeping the ball in a cage Hence 
the name "cagets" even though 
r chicken wire is no longer used 
2 Angela Lincy (Tamil Nadu) who 
lumped 1 72 metres in the 
National Games at Trivandrum in 
December, 1987 
3. It IS given by the Tamil Nadu 
Olympic Association to the Best 
Sportsperson of the year The 
j award consists of a miniature 
I statue of the great Pallava warrior 
king (after whom it is named) and 
a cash prize 

4 Manchester United supporters 
> 5. It IS a type of canoe 

6. Both of them retired from the ring 
as champions. 

7. On October 1,1977 at the Giant 
Stadium, New York 

8. It was a match between New 
York Cosmos and Santos of 
Brazil Pele played the first half 
with Cosmos and the second with 
Santos, 

9. There were the international 

i system with 6 players and the 
I ‘Far Eastern'with 9 players a side. 

10. J.W.H.T. Douglas who won the 
middleweight gold in 1908. 

Ran|H Chow. 


CHESS 


In every generation i.nere are 
players who resist the wear and 
tear of time Lasker and 
Reshevsky are prime examples, 
while Voktor Korchnoi bids fair to 
stay at the very top while in his 
late fifties Here is an impressive 
game from the Zagreb Interzonal 
against a fellow qualifier for the 
world title finals 

White V. Korchnoi Black Y.Selrawan 

English 

lNf3 Nf62c4b63g3Bb74Bg2c5 500g6 
6 d4 cxd4 7 Qxd4 Bg7 8 Nc3 d6 9 Be3 Nbd7 
10 RacI 0 0 n ad2 Ne412 Nxe4 Bze4 

An unpretentious opening, but 
Korchnoi always aims to show his 
real strength in the middle game 
13 Rfdl 0c714 Bh3 RabS 15 Nd4 Ba8 
Tooamibitous 15 a6 is thematic 
to limit the knight’s scope 
16 Nb5 Qb717 (3 a618 Nc3 b519 Nd5 e6 20 
Ne7 + Kh8 21 c5I 

Belter than 21 Qxd6 RfgdS, and 
the introductionto an inspired 
attack 

21...Ne5 22 cxd6 Nc4 23 Exc4 bxc4 24 d7 
Rdf8 25 Bd4 Qb4 26 OgS! Qb5 
Now 27 Qf6 e5' and Black is safe 
27Nxg6 f fxg(27 .hxg6 28 
QhG +mates) 

28 Bxg7Kxg729Qe7+ Kh6 

29. Kh8 30 Qf6 +and mates 

30Rd4Qb67 

Missing the defence 30 . Bxf3 31 
exf3 Qb6 and post-game analysis 
found chances of Black scraping a 
draw 

30 63 Qxd4 31 exd4 Bx(3 33 Bxe6 c3 34 bxc3 
Rf8 35 Bb3 bh5 36 h4 Bf3 37 g4 a5 38 Kli2 
Ba8 39 Bdl Bf3 40 g5 + Kh5 41 Kg3 Black 
resigns 


BLACK 



Black could have spared himself 
the last few moves, but Korchnoi 
was in time trouble. 

Barnard Caffarty 


BRIDGE 


This was an interesting board to 
follow during a pairs event, 
because both the declarer and one 
of the defenders had a chance to 
shine 

♦ K J 10 6 5 
7 3 

O A Q 5 

♦ 0 9 7 


♦ A 9 

C7 K J 10 9 5 
O K J 9 2 

♦ A 



♦ 7 ' 

C? 8 

0 8 7 6 3 
4 K J 10 8 6 8 


« 0 B 4 3 2 
Q A Q 6 2 
O 10 4 
♦ A 2 

South was the dealer at game all, and the bid¬ 
ding was usually on these lines 
South West North East 

14 2Cp 4# pass 

pass pass 

West most likely lead is the 4 of 
clubs. From South’s angle, this 
may possibly be from the king, so 
he tries the queen from dummy. 
This is covered by the king and 


ace 

South leads a spade at trick two. 
and if not asleep West will take the 
ace and exit in spades. South wins 
and leads the 4 of diamonds 
Suppose that West plays the 2. 
Dummy’s queen wins and is 
followed by ace of diamonds and a 
third diamond, on which South 
discards his second club. The 
position now is 

« K J 6 
C7 7 3 
O - 
♦ 9 7 


C> K J 10 9 5 4 
O J 

+ - 


N 

W £ 
S 


♦ - 

O a 
0 7 

♦ J 10 « 5 3 


♦ 842 

<? A 0 6 2 
O - 

♦ - 


West is on lead, so South makes an 


overtrick all because West failed to 


retain the 8 of diamonds, which 
would have saved him from the 


throw-in. 


Boris Schapiro 


81 




A 


answers 


PfiRSS-BOX phone 
I in^?-s, somewhere 
in Fhigland The 
local freelance 


'Extel'-’ Want the 
scores, mate? Yes, the 
gladiators have gone off 
for their cuppa 
Tripewnter gi eased and 
ready is it? OK Her¬ 
maphrodites, as I like to 
call 'em, Middlesex to 
the rest of the world, 
289 for 3, Gatting not 
189, one, eight nine, 
Downton caught Cooper 
bracket A end bracket, 
bowled Cooper bracket C 
end brackbt zero, zilch, j 
nought; sundries, extras j 
and bits and pieces 21 , 
so as I sajd, total at tea j 
289 for 3, and don’t tell 
me it doegi«v’f>dd ujj, ‘cos 
I know it does^jjand be¬ 
sides it's me lasCna^, at 
the tiller and I ddPwt, 
want no trouble, under-' 
stand mate' 

'No. not fired. Retir¬ 
ing, so I won't .see you 
again, not that I ever 
have, even though you 
have been the voice on 
the other end of this 
phone for as long as I 
can I’emember. No, I’m 
offski, riding into the 
sunset, going back to 
the pavilion on 65 not 
out after 50 years telling 
the likes of you what the 
bloody score is No off¬ 
ence intended It’s been a 
pleasure all the way 
from 11 30 to 6 30—as it 
u.sed to be in the days 
when cricket was cricket 
and you knew what 
limes things started and 
fini.shed The good old 
days' 

‘I reckon I first heard 
your voice about the 
time old .Joe died. He 
used to be the scorer 
here and I started this 
job in his box Scorebook 
neat as a pox-doctor's 
ledger and he treated it 
as if it came under the 
Official Secrets Act 1 



never understood why 
until he died and I got a 
good look at it. Rubbish 
It was Didn’t add up 
Lovely to look at and 
useless My wife used to 
tie the same. Joe hated 
the Press Made his best 
score—-111, Nelson—the 
day Hutton got 364 and, 
of course, he never got a 
mention. You can im¬ 
agine' 

"Got the bowling fi¬ 
gures?” I'd ask and he'd 
go “Yes." He’d use any 
excuse—“Skipper’s got 
to see ’em first”—just to 
; make me late Old sod. 

rj first boss was 
anWti^r. 

.son," 

he’d say ^£. 1,1 .(Wissed 
something, 
scoop is tomorrow’s 
paper ” Then he’d stop*** 
my bus fare to the 
ground “You’ve got to 
learn,” he’d say, and 
he’d buy an extra pint 
with my money 

The pair of ’em died 
about the same time and 
once they were out of the 
way the club moved the 
Press-box into the 
grand-stand Lovely' Be¬ 
hind the arm, phone at a 


desk, TV in the corner, 
team changes over the 
tannoy. piece of cake, 
thank you very much. 
Coffee percolator bub¬ 
bling away, watch the 
Test match instead of 
one ear glued to the 
tranny, pleasure to 
work, even when it was 
raining. Always wanted 
to report a Test, but this 
job IS very tying and 
we’re well off the beaten 
track here, can’t get the 
time to play around, 
family to look after, as 
you probably know 
yourself. 

‘Still, I’ve done all 
right. Same house for 40 
years, no point in a 
mortgage round your 
neck, and the payments 
wCnt up year by year, 
God bleps you Mr Mur- 
"dlQphi^,.ypu’re a grand 
payihi8*eb'.( , ; 

‘ Whatdk^^u fifay? Did 
I ever play^ltow.dptl’t 
ask cricket-wijf^Bpa 
questions like thair%ito', 
son. They were all going''^ 
to be the next Denis 
Compton, but work and 
the family got in the 
way. I’m just the same, 
can’t raise a bat really. 


'Did I ever play? You don’t ask cricket writers 
questions like that. They were ail going- to be the 
next Denis Compton, but work and family got in 
the way 



I’ve done the sensibk 
thihg and concentratet 
on making a few bob aht 
bringing up the kids t< 
respect their parents 
the Union Jack and th< 
pound sterling. 

‘Got to go, have you' 
Not boring you, am I? 
usually rattle on to( 
long, can’t shut up. Any 
way I’ll have to ring of 
too Another call in i 
minute. Your oppos a 
the Press Association 
Can’t keep them wait 
ing, can I? Actually I an 
going to have a bit of e 
sitdown before thej 
come on because I’ve not 
been feeling too good 
I’ve had a pain in the 
chest* and I’ll be busy 
soon. Lotsawork...load- 
samoney! 1 will have tc 
give up the old fags. 
Doctor said I must the 
last time I had the heart 
trouble. I did for a while, 
but you know how it is 
with all the pressure and 
the work and I just 
forgot. 

‘Anyway I’ve been as 
right as rain since. Not 
that there’s anything 
right about rain. Any¬ 
way cheerio...oh, you’ve 
gone off and I never said 
j goodbye properly, 
ik. 'Sweating a bit. 
i\feii.pp.ldn’t have closed 


on.. .ouchjlt fcsttjs , nasty- 
...j ust li ke^ 'ijje t 
attack...oh, 
again. I ceui’t...not 
The phone’s going- 
.,..PA...then there’s ATV 
coming on in a 
minute., and the radio 
with the poor man¬ 
’s...and I mustn’t forget 
the eigngjff like I did,..’ 

Somewhere in Eng¬ 
land a phone rings and 
for the first tiine in, 50 
yrears there’s ho answer. 

Tsd (kirlMtt 

Oficl<« (Sonaapondem o'( 

Tim DVOf SItr. ^ • 

Wiat^ CrtcM Monthly 










Another inning! 

(This time, in print) 


BEUANCE C 13 P 





Price 



Rs.250/ 

\ / 




Reliance Cup 

Reliving The Triumph 

With photogi’aphs by 

Raghu Rai, Bliawan Mahendra Sinh and J.S. ( hawla 


Rotors dVOildhIO 

H'r i.irqh'M .-'ock.'.l i-l 

Ml 


arine. 


hnoks on spoMb m fn'li.i 


_S ports 


bdA Gokhvtin 
Bornbdy 4(X)0.?8 b*: 


Mudra B RIL 5132 





Ti-IE POWtl 


Wear the Power. A whole new 
generation of sports and leisure wear. 
Apparel that doesn't just look good. 
That doesn't just feelgood. But lasts 
good. And is good. PowerAppar.pl. In 
a wide selection of textures, styles, 
colours and sizes. With one thing in 
common. 

They all have the Power. 


1: M i N D i H L 


V 








In a world fiill of surprises 



•thank goodness you can count on 

Boroline 

Antiseptic Perfumed C ream. . 


AN IWEPTSt'#CT»UM»j:»ClUtW 


1.-st 


Ideal for dry skin and minor nicks and cuts 

A friend of the family for 60 years 



Boi'oline is r>ot a ci^smetir 


Response 1039 


G O Pharmaceuticals 

Calcutta 700053 




-31 January, 1989 Volume X Issue 13 An Ananda Bazar Publication Rs. 6 00 



Cover transparency by 
Vivek Das 
Illustrations by 
Debashis Deb 



WHO ARE 
INDIA’S BEST 


CRICKETERS 

TODAY? 

n With the West Indies tour less than a month away, we asked some of the 
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The result was interesting. Every contributor threw In a couple Of surprise 
inclusions, while the majority of the names tallied. Mudar Patherya sums up 
the issue 
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The action hots' 
up at Flinders 
\^A/Park with Henri 
Leconte, Yannick Noah 
and Jakob Hlasek 
falling prey to some 
tenacious outsiders. An 
update 


“I once sold 
jC vegetables for a 

f# Wliving"! Abdul 
Qadir, Pakistan’s 
mercurial spin bowler, 
bares his soul in a 
freewheeling interview 









Sad 


A s a friend and admirer of Vijay 
Amritraj, I read with great 
interest the report and the 
interview he gave Partab 
Ramchand {Sportaworld, 4 
January). To me, it made sad 
reading, as Vijay’s reactions to 
some happenings seemed out of 
tune with the sterling qualities 
that he has always displayed on 
tennis courts for almost two 
decades. 

His continued defence of his 
brother Anand as his doubles 
partner seems no longer to be 
tenable. Many of us, who saw 
Anand’s recent performances 
were left wondering about the 
justification of his continued 
selection. After all, he is close to 
forty years of age and cannot get 
any better. 

But Vijay says that if Zeeshan 
All and Mark Ferreira were to 
play in the doubles, and they lost 
the match, then he would have 
been blamed And yet, I feel, that 
the blame would have been much 
less than what he got by putting 
an unfit Anand into the team. 

There is no denying the fact that 
all those who followed the game of 
tennis last year, realised that it 
was time to start the process of 
rebuilding a new team for the 
£)avis Cup. If the youngsters were 
exposed to the pressures of the 
Davis Cup ties last year, one year 
would have been gained, and m 


any case, the result of the tie 
would have been the same as Vijay 
and Anand had lost the doubles 
match. 

Vijay’s claim that the brother’s 
combination is still the best is 
perhaps right, but I wish they had 
proved that point by taking part 
in the last National 
championships. They have been 
consistently denying the 
youngsters the opportunity to 
play against the renowned pair 
and gain valuable experience. To 
take care of kith and kin is no 
doubt a good trait, but if carried 
too far at the cost of others, it can 
harm the national interest. 

There was also the question of 
ignoring the just claims of 
National Champion Zeeshan Ali 
for a berth for the Indian team last 
year. Instead, Vijay preferred S. 
Vasudevan, who had been staying 
abroad for a number of years and 
had participated in satellite 
tournaments with unknown 
performance records 

Lastly, despite the controversies 
he has been involved, Vijay 
Amritraj richly deserved the “Fair 
Play Awai d” for behaviour on a 
tennis court I hope, now that his 
playing days are coming to an 
end, he will likewise play fair in 
off-court activities We expect a lot 
from him in the sphere of 
development of tennis in India. 
SUBRATA BOSE, 

Calcutta 


Eventful _ 

THE year 1988 is over and the 
year proved to be an eventful one 
for World Cricket, with some 
disturbing, amusing unfortunate 
happenings. 

The cricketers who made big 
news in 1988 have been; Mike 
Gatting, Imran Khan, Mohinder 
Amarnath, Dilip Vengsarkar, 
Graham Gooch, Hirwani, Navjot 
Sidhu. . and a few more. 

England captain Mike Gatting 
was sacked from the team for 
allegedly having an affair with 
the bar-maid, 'Louise Shipman’, 
which Shipman described as 
‘intense’. The whole sports media 
including the old and 
contemporary cricketers came in 
Gatting’s defence, but in vain. 


The BCCI took disciplinary 
action against one of its players. 
Vengsarkar was banned for ‘six 
months’ for writing a syndicated 
column in violation of the j 
contract. Vengsarkar accepted the 
‘punishment’ gracefully, and 
hence, was retained as captain. 

But, Mohinder Amarnath came 
out blatantly against the 
selectors, for his non-inclusion in 
the 1st Test against Kiwis. 
Mohinder conferred the award 
‘Bunch of Jokers’ on BCCI 
Mohinder was given a 
‘show-cause’ and his future is in 
jeopardy. Imran Khan once again 
went back on his word 
(retirement) and made yet another 
‘comeback’ Not on Zia’s request 
this time! 

Graham Gooch, named as 
captain of English team to tour 
India, was denied a visa and the 
tour was called off. Narendra 
Hirwani could be termed as the 
find of 1988 and his impeccable 
spin-bowling recalled the days of 
the spin-trio. 

The year 1988 ended on a sad 
note with the homicide episode 
involving Navjot Singh Sidhu, the 
dashing Punjab batsman The 
court has stayed the arrest of 
Sidhu, but still, it is unlikely that 
Sidhu would be considered for the 
West Indies tour next year, i.e. in 
1989. We have probably lost a very 
good batsman. One wished that 
Sidhu had not committed that 
firework off the field 
B. OANESH. 

Jamshedpur. 


EnthraUing 


‘My Ten Years in International 
Cricket’—The Kapil Dev interview 
{SportBworld 21 Dec) made 
enthralling reading. The 
conversation justifies to a certain 
extent, some of his claims during 
his long and chequered career. 

But it has been qdite painful to 
see that in the last few years, 

Kapil Dev has lost much of his bite 
in his bowling. The skill which 
used to trouble batsmen in the 
past, does not seem to be there any 
longer. 

Still, despite his current decline, 
he is still one of the best of the 









mcxlern day all-rounders because 
of his tremendous showing both 
with the bat and the ball. 

Kapil Dev still has some more 
years of international cricket 
aheeid of him. But what he needs 
most urgently at present is 
sufficient rest, a sporting wicket 
and good supporting seam 
bowlers 

TANMOY GHOSH. 

Calcutta 


Untimely 


j THE interview with Brijesh 
Patel (Spoi'tsworld. 30 Nov) was 
informative The announcement 
of Path’s untimely retirement 
from first class cricket has come 
as a rude shock to sportslovers 
But what came clearly across in 
the interview was the parallel 
treatment of Syed Kirmani by the 
selectors 

He was sacked when he was 
about to realise 200 victims and 
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play inlOOTests If he would have 
been given the chance, he would 
have been the only wicketkeeper 


in the world to achieve this 
milestone. 

Syed Kirmani tried to publicise 
his case through newspapers and 
magazines but to no avail. The 
selectors did not bother. 

It is clear from the interview 
that the selectors are biased, lack 
foresight and are not concerned 
about the welfare of the country. 
S. HUSSAIN. 

Dibrugarh 


A Fine Choice 


By selecting Srinivas 
Venkataraghavan as the manager 
of the Indian team to tour the West 
Indies, the Board has made a fine 
choice. Venkat has taken 66 
wickets against the West Indies. 

In addition to that, he has toured 
the West Indies three times. We 
hope Venkataraghavan and 
Vengsarkar will play their cards 
well in the Caribbean. 

S AKHILESH. 

S ABHISH^CK, 

Madras 
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The magazine waa toeing very 
heavity, nearty Ra SO iakha. 

A Sportsweek staffer 


We area hundred years behind the I did not touch the man. In fact, tdtd 
l^ng nations (in athletics). hot even go near him. > 

AK Kiftty, Valsamma's coach Navjot Singh Sidhu ’ 



- XfSVISS 


his age. Whid he fades lit 
WM^ and loehaa He nn^ tmiwfth 
m briillanttochnl$ia. Qbd 

f fipniwifOinnlQ WrvifQ wml IwCnW 

hhnloiiMtWeatDMflaaw . ' : 

SsIkti.Dunwrion^chinTenduika^ 


...maybe Rusai Mody should simply 
00 an totrs mHe snd bring two 
teams to Show us what competitive 


teams to Show us what competitive 
leotbaU.ls ail about rather man 
m«dt)lBd.tt»<db i asess to a 
hdemljeHedmassacte. 

ThpTetegiepb edtoriaf after Sao 
Paufehadfaoeten.lndia 5-1. 


if they were to introduce tha game 
among thapanguina. It Is posalbie 
that Kmdl Dev may take a wiciem 
again. 

Anur^Mathur 













We are goinr td miss Gavaskar! 

Harsha Bhogle interviews Hanumant Singji on our chances in the West Indies 



If Hanumant Singh hadn't 
been a cricketer, he would 
surely have been an 
academician In fact, when 
it comes to cricket he 
probably is. His knowledge 
is indisputable; his speech 
is soft and in true schoiastic 
tradition, every inference 
seems to be based on solid 
observation. If ever there 
was an Indian Cncket 
Academy, he would be the 
automatic choice for 
Principal. Indeed, he has 
with him, ‘notes' prepared 
during India's 1982-83 tour 
to the West Indies when he 
was manager; something I 
believe should be essential 
reading for anybody 
undertaking his first tour 
there. 

Do you thiuk 
everything Is biased 
towards the 
international series 
and therefore, 
everything else, in 
domestic cricket 
mainly, has to take a 
back seat. Because we 
are ftxing up our 
international 
schedule first and 
filling in the slots 
later? 

Correct Butthejaoint 
is that we need not fix 
up our international 
schedules this way. 
■What is the need to 
have three teams 
touring India in one 
season? Or for that 


matter, two teams? 
Let one team come 
from December or 
January. In 1084, the 
MCC came in 
January. By then, 
everyone would have 
had a good run and 
the boys would be in 
the right groove 
Automatically, 
domestic cricket gets 
upgraded because 
everybody takes it 
seriously in 
preparation for the 
Test series. 

You were the 
manager of the 
Indian team that went 
to the West Indies in 
1982-83. Do you 
think the New 
Zealand tour, which 
many believe was a 
‘soft’ tour, and the 
Ranjl preliminaries 
where the top players 
did not play, was a 
good enough 
preparation for the 
more difficult tour? 

In the first place, I 
don’t agree that the 
New Zealand tour was 


I a soft series. I think 
today all 
international 
matches are hard 
fought To that 
extent, it served us 
well. In fact, we don’t 
necessarily have to 
play internationals to 
get into top gear. 
Even if you have 
played enough 
domestic cricket it is 
all right In fact, the 
England tour 
cancellation was 
perhaps a good thing 
because our boys may 
now be raring to go 
You can play six 
months in England 
because of the 
weather there but in 
India to play for six 


If you look at the 
''82*83$ide, only 
Amamath stood up 
and scored 
consistentiy. In fact, 
it's not enough to just 
score runs, you have 
to stay there long 
enough... 



months like we did in 
1986-87 is asking for 
too much. 

We played on much 
slower, typically 
Indian wickets and 
now are going to play 
on much faster 
wickets. 

I would say the 
playing conditions in 
the West Indies, 
weatherwise as well 
as wicketwise, are 
very similar to ours. 
The Antigua and 
Bourda wickets are 
no different from our 
own, Trinidad was 
tailored—plenty of 
grass where the ball 
moved but not as fast 
and bouncy as 
Barbados which is 
traditionally fast. 
Jamaica is slightly 
bounder than ours 
and with grass on it 
could perhaps become 
like Barbados. 
Otherwise, the 
wickets are generally 
bald and fiat like our 
own. However, the 
problem of 
negotiating different 
playing conditions on 
foreign tours is 
nothing new and one 
takes it in his stride. 

In fact, it is 
fascinating and is one 
of the joys of the 
game. 

From your 
experience in 
1982-83, what is the 
best way to prepare 
for a tour of the West 
Indies? 

Basically, you are 
going to be 
encountering fast 


a 






bowlers and one 
should prepare for 
that. You can’t 
prepare for that 
through any form of 
cricket matches. It 
will require things 
likfe special nets 
where fast bowlers 
are bowling to you off 
shorter distances and 
round the wicket. 
These are some of the 
things you are going 
to face there. It’s 
better to face them 
squarely here and 
prepare rather than 
shirk and avoid them 
For this I think the 
team should be 
selected well in 
advance One need 
not wait till the last 
first-class match. 

Give the players a 
short break and then 
let them get together 
for a camp of at least 
10-15 days where 
they will prepare to 
face a particular kind 
of attack. Besides, 
due to geographical 
and economic 
reasons, you don’t get 
enough practice 
games before the Test 
matches start. One, 
or at most two games. 
Hence, getting the 
team together at a 
camp prior to the tour 
will give the 
team-spirit building a 
much-needed early 
momentum. At this 
camp we should press 
into service all our 
pace bowlers who 
may fail to make the 
tour party. This is by 
way of any special 
preparation for a tour 
of the West Indies. 

But you also need to 
unearth some bowlers 
who, if they can’t 
bowl fast, can'at least 
swing the ball around 
because, let me tell 
you, on the last tour 
we had Balwinder 


Sandhu who bowled 
quite effectively at 
least on two 
occasions. One was 
the grassy wicket at 
Trinidad. Having lost 
to us on two previous 
occasions at this 
venue, they were not 
taking any chances. 
And they will do it 
again. We had them 
at three down for one, 
■and had we not 
dropped Lloyd and 
Gomes, they would 
have been five down 
for nothing. And two 
of these three were 
claimed by Sandhu’s 
swing bowling. 

Touring teams have 
traditionally had 
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problems with their 
batting while touring 
the West Indies. Are 
you oonfldent our 
batsmen oan do well 
in those conditions? 

The reason they have 
created problems has 
been their 

exceptionally strong 
pace attack, both in 
terms of quality as 
well as quantity. 

Even if the present 


We need to have 
someone like 
Sandhu. Even the 
West Indies had a lot 
of regard for him. 
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attack isn’t as hostile 
as the one in ’83, it is 
still pretty formidable 
for one to feel a sense 
of ease. However, in 
the recent past, the 
Indian batsmen have 
had a far better 
record against the 
West Indies than 
their counterparts 
from other countries. 
Teams like England 
and Australia for 
example And if not 
better, it’s at least as 
good as Pakistan’s. 
There is no doubt that 
we are going to miss 
Gavaskar. But then 
the world goes on and 
we now have a 
reasonably good pair 
of openers in 
Srikkanth and Sidhu. 
And Arim Lai is 
proving himself more 
than worthy of a 
place in the side. The 
others are all 
acomplished players 
and I think they will 
give a good account of 
themselves. While 
playing the West 
Indies pace battery 
what one needs to 
plan for is to have 
sufficient cushioning 
available when the 
second new ball 
arrives. If you are 
three or four down 
before that, then you 
can’t afford to lose 
anymore. This 
happened to us in the 
first match against 
them in ’83 Most of 
the knowledgeable 
people had given up 
the match as a draw 
and had gone home. 
Now while this 
current West Indies 
side may not have as 
many big names as 
before, they are still 
very professional. 

They bowl a beautihil 
line and they produce 
results. So we need to 
ensure that we have 






I enouf?li batting 
i power left to take the 
I new ball and build up 
a big enough score 
for our moderate 
attack to bowl at If 
you look at the '82-83 
side, only Amarnath 
stood up and scored 
consistently. In fact, 
it’s not enough to just 
score runs, you have 
to stay there long 
enough when you are 
playing the Tests For 
example, in that 
series, Vengsarkar 
played quite 
brilliantly. But his 
innings were small 
and brisk. Amarnath 
would spend hours at 
the wicket which is 
what you need to 
tame this kind of 
attack There is no 
question of the West 
Indies pacemen 
getting tired because 
there are four of them 
but long drawn out 
battles help take the 
edge out of them 
Unfortunately, on 
that occasion. Sunny 
wasn’t in his best 
colours and Yashpal 
who batted number 
five didn’t have it in 
him to carry the side 
on his shoulders He 
fought very well as 
usual but had 
nothing more than a 
fifty; really a 
supporting role. A 
batsman at Number 5 
should be able to play 
the dominant role and 
carry the side with 
him This time we 
have Azhar coming in 
at number 5 and he is 
capable, if he can get 
over his problem with 
the rising delivery 
which is not difficult. 
He should play a 
crucial role. Even 
Shastri then wasn’t as 
accomplished a 
player. He became 
one as a result of that 













Maninderhasyeito 
develop maturity to 
go along with his 
early promise His 
fluctuating graph 
does not instil any 
confidence. 


tour where he played 
some crucial knocks 
He was one of the few 
who were comfortable 
against real pace So 
with Azhar and 
Shastri and Kapil’s 
batting really 
blooming now as the 
days go by, and 
adequately filling in 
Kirmani's role both as 
’keeper as well as 
batsman, we have a 
fair amount of depth 
I suspect they will 
be preparing green 
wickets at Barbados, 
Trinidad and even at 
Jamaica 

Since you are talking 
of green wickets, who 
do you see partnering 
Kapil in this side; to 
be able to use those 
wickets? 

Frankly there is a big 
blank in this 


/ 


department. Sanjeev 
Sharma has done well 
in domestic cricket 
but hasn’t given the 
impression of being 
able to do much at 
Test level. We need to 
have someone like 
Sandhu Even the 
West Indies had a lot 
of regard for him I 
hope Rashid Patel has 
come along. Being a 
left-hander he can 
add variety to the 
attack He IS a big 
strong chap but he’ll 
have to find out what 
international cricket 
is all about And what 
left-arm medium pace 
bowling is. Most 
left-arm medium 
pacers have been 
either very successful 
or not at all because 
you have to be careful 
with your line to be 
effective. Otherwise 
you don’t get them. 

So 1 hope Rashid 
realises he has to 
work twice as hard as 
any other medium 
pacer. 

Honestly, do you see 
him developing into 
an international level 
strike bowler? Or 
even a consistently 


good stock bowler? 


What I feel is that 
even if he can’t 
produce four or five 
wickets at 

international level, if 
he can take two with 
the new ball, he will 
lend an edge to the 
attack. To thatrextent 
he will reduce the 
load on the spin 
bowlers. 

And how do you rate 
this lot of spinners 
who are a little more 
inexperienced? 

Well, I’m afraid we 
haven’t progressed at 
all since ’83. Siva, of 
whom so much was 
expected, has 
disappeared from the 
scene Similarly, 
Maninder has yet to 
develop maturity to 
go along with his 
early promise His 
fluctuating graph 
does not instil any 
confidence. Hirwani’s 
plus points are his 
studious 

hardworking attitude 
and good 

temperament. He will 
have to develop a lot 
more guile like V. V. 
Kumar to meet the 
challenges of 
Test-class batsmen on 
good wickets. 
Particularly since he 
lacks the natural 
spin, accuracy and 
deception of a 
Subhash Gupte. 
However, in him, we 
at least have a bowler 
who, on a turning 
wicket, will win you a 
match, which others 
have failed to do so 
many tinfes in the 
recent past. At 
Bangalore against 
Pakistan, at Delhi 
against England, at 
Bombay against 
Austradia... 
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CRICKETERS 

TODAY? 


With the Indian cricket teami 
for the West Indies tour to 
be announced soon. here, 
in the following pages, are 
the selections made by 
leading cricketing 
personalities in the 
country 






W HEN we 

embarked on 
this cover story, 
we prepared 
ourselves for just about 
as much surprise as 
someone, having 
inserted the nickel, 
waiting for his weight 
card to appear. That is, 
no surprise at all. Most 
of the 15 selected 
themselves anyway, we 


have more time to go 
and watch some Ranji 
Trophy gamesD.Besides, 
whatever happened to 
Rashid Patel who was 
played in the Bombay 
Test but was excluded 
from most ISs? Most 
magazines had harped 
on the possibility of 
Robin Singh pla5dng for 
India this seeison, but 
where was he in the 


NAhti Bhstiacharys 























^-1 




lists? Where was Sunil 
Gavaskar (except for 
Romi Dev’s presence of 
mind) either, when it is 
difficult not to believe 
that he can still walk 
into an Indian team, 
whether fit or not? 

The ‘heavyweights’ in 
Indian cricket are the 
familiar names in 
almost every list. It is the 
number 12 onwards that 
the names begin to differ 
and acquire what, to the 
parochial mind, would 
hint of a certain regional 
bias. For example, 
Bombay’s GS Ramchand 
includes Salil Ankola 
and Surendra Bhave in 
the 15 but leaves out 
Mohinder Amarnath. 
Anant Setalvad includes 
Ankola and Tendulkar 
in his 17. Ayaz Memon, 
cricket writer, puts 
Ankola in his 15 . So 
much for our ‘West Zone 
selectors.’ 

Those from Delhi 
opted for K.P Bhaskar 
and Chetan Sharma for 
the same positions. 
Interestingly, six out of 
a random seven 
selectors included 

Will Gavaskar pack his 
bags for the West 
Indies? 


■redictions are a 
dangerolis business. 
Not only did most of 
the iists upset our 
anticipatMlSfbut 
there werea couple 
of names which I had 
not even heard 
before 


Mohinder Amarnath in 
their 15; the eighth 
clarified that he would 
include Amarnath as 
soon as the impending 
controversy regarding 
his ‘disciplining’ was 
resolved. Raj Singh and 
fellow selectors cannot 
have been too amused 
with representative 
opinion so heavily 
vetoing their decision to 
drop Amarnath from the 
Indian side. 

Meanwhile, none of 
those interviewed have 
selected Sandeep Patil in 
their 15s, reflecting just 
what they think of 
Vengsarkar’s reported 
attempt to invite Patil to 
tour the West Indies. VB 
Chandrasekhar, feared 
as the biggest striker of 


MAK PATAUDI'S 15 

Pormef Tt»tcrtc(Mer, now Mdtor; 

, 1,Kapil 
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^Mavatkarisnofool. 
He hat retired on a 
comfortable plateau 
^dcNevmeiit...to 
announceMf 
comeback just when 
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and go into combat 
against the fastest 
bowling line>up in the 
woffdcouMbe 
suiddai 


the ball in the country 
after Srikkanth, also 
escaped a mention from 
most lists. WV Raman, 
hailed as the new hope 
last season and included 
for the Bangalore Test 
against New Zealand in 
November, has escaped 
general attention too. 

Since the story idea is 
more general than most 
respondents thought it 
was, my list is as 
foUows:- 

1. Dilip Vengsarkar 

2, Kapil Dev 

Vengsarkar has grown 

in confidence, and hence 
in stature 



RAJU MUKHERJEE’S 15 

Former RanJI Trophy player 

1. Dilip Vengsarkaar 

2. M. Aaharuddin 

3. Mohinder Amaxnath 

4. Sanjay Maiyrekar 

6. K. prikkkntk 

6. AjiiyShafinia, 

7. K^ilDev 

8. NayjdkB, Sidku 

9.. " , 

10. SaiiJeev.Skanna 

11. Narindat Hirwaai 
* 12. Arsbad^yvik/ 

18. Maiiindi^r^ixg'h 

14, F^abdit 

15. V. ^^r^^dakrishiian 


ANANTSETALVAD’SIS 

Broadcaster 

1. K. Srikkanth 

2. N. Sidhu 

3. Arun Lai 

4. M. Amarnath 

5. D. Vengsarkar 

6. M. Azharuddin 

7. R. Shastri 

8. Kapil Dev 

9. Sanjeev Sharma 

10. Ajay Sharma 

11. Maninder Singh ; ';; 

12 . Arshad Aynb . . 

13. N. Hirwani , : 

14. K. More , , ^ 

15. C. Pandit ■ f 

(Not* ifpeftnKtwttwomorc.laddSachlnTtndulkar^tdeaSilinti^*' 
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j The only ones who aren’t 
hot favourites (in this 
photogrraph) are 
Chandrakant Pandit 
(enjoying a laugh with 
^Hinder Singh at left) 
and Rashid Patel 
(extreme right 
following In Kapil 
Dev’s footsteps at 
right). Vengsarkar 
looks a certainty 

3. Sunil Gavaskar 

4. Mohinder Amarnath 

5. K. Srikkanth 

6. Ravi Shaatri 

7. Navjot Sidhu 

8. Mohammed 
Azharuddin 

9. Kiran More 

10. Arshad Ayub 

11. Narendra Hirwani 

12. Sanjeev Sharma 

13. Ajay Sharma 

14. Maninder Singh 

15. Chetan Sharma 
(have seen too little of 
Rashid Patel and 
nothing of the 
much-touted Ankola) 

If the team selected for 
West Indies has two 
more places to spare, 
then Chandrakant 
Pandit would have to 
walk into the side in 


RAKESH SHUKLA’S 15 

Former Indian Test player 

1. Dilip Vengsarkar 

2. Ravi Shastri 

3. Kapil Dev 

4. Md Azharuddin 

5. N. Hirwani 

6. Ajay Sharma 

7. Kiran More 

8. N.S. Sidhu 

9. C. Pandit 

10. K. Srikkanth 

11. Arshad Ayub 

12. Maninder Singh 

13. Sanjeev Sharma: 

14. Manoj Prabhakar 

15. Clhetan Sharma 

(Shukla adds; “Should his disciplinary problem 
be solved. I would include Mohinder Amarnath 
as well. If given three more cholcss, I would 
plump for Arun Lai, Raman Lamba and K.P. 
Bhaskar") 








I. 



m. 


ROMI DEV’S 15 

Wife of Kapil Dev 

1. Sunil Gavaskar 

2. Madan Lai 

3. Md. Azharuddin 

4. N.S. Sidhu . 

5. Mohinder Amarnath 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 

9. 

10 . 

11 . 

12 . 

13. 

14. 

16. ** 

(RomI Dev added; ‘i don't know much about 
crickat. there am a few players I know 
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Sadanand 
^th will have to | 
one out too 



Former Indian Test player 


1. K. Srikkanth 

2. N.S. Sidhu 

3. Sachin Tendulkar (standbys V.B. . . i 

Chandrasekhar, Indubhushan Roy and' : 
Rajdeep Kalsi) , ^4 

4. Dilip Vengsarkar 
b.RaviShaatri 

6. Praveen Amre (standbys Oursharan ' 

Singh, Srikanth Kalyani, Lalohand 
R^put and Ajay Jadeja) < 

7. Mohammed Azharuddin -4 

8. Koran More : > ■ 

9. Mohan Chaturvedi 

10. KapUDev ;5 

11. Sai\jeevSharma ’ 

12. Rajeev Seth (yet to make his flrst-ohuii 
debut—standbys Sukhvinder Tinku, 
Sameer Mehra and Rashid Patel) 

13. NarendraHirwani J 

14. Maninder Singh 

15. R. Venkatramana 

(Notes. The team has been selected from what I have . 

seen of these players and the media coverage. The teaiti 
is not meant to influsnoe the national selectors In any way) 

Suiprising exclusions: Mohinder Arnamstli 
and Arshad AyubI 


KIRTI AZAD’S 15 

Former Indian Test cricketer 

1. Kapil Dev (the best all rounder in the 
world) 

2. Mohinder Amamath (the best player of 
fast bowling in the world today) 

3. D. Vengsarkar (technically perfect, 
always htmgry for runs) 

4. K. Srikkanth (the best entertainer in 
the world) 

5. Ravi Shastri (not doing well lately but 

has proved himself amply tn the past) 
e.Kiran More (India’s best current wiok^ 
keeper) - ' 

7. Sadanand Vishwanath (of the aggre<h‘ 

sive tsrpe; shotild be chosen as seooand;' 
w.k.) ’■ 

8. Arun Lai (tiger of Bengal, should m^<(^ 
a good opening pair with Srikkandii)' . v 

9. N. S. Sidhu (proved his metUe in the 
Reliance Cup and against Hadlee) 

10. Narendra Hirwani (just take a lookM‘ 

his record) ' j 

11. Maninder Singh (India’s best lefVfue^* 
spinner at the moment) 





GS RAMCHAND’S15 

Former Test player 

1. K. Srikkanth 

2. N. Sidhu 

3. Sureixdra Bhave 

4. D. Vengsarkar 

6. M Azharuddin 

6. R. Shastri 

7. Kapil Dev 

8. K. More 

9. Sanjeev Sharma 

10. Arshad Ayub 

11. Maninder Singh 

12. N. Hirwani 

13. C. Pandit 

14. S. Manjrekar 

15. Salil Ankola 


(Notes: If two more were to baadded, they 
would be Ajay Sharma and R. Venkatramana. 
For those who have not yet heard of him, Salil 
Ankola is a big left-handed fast bowler from 
Maharashtra who has taken six wickets in an 
innings twice this season. Besides he also has a 
hat-tnck to his credit and is betieved to have 
great potential. Bhave is an opening batsman 
for Maharashtra who has so far scored three 
hundreds in the Ranji Trophy this season, 
including 274 against Bombay. His total tally this 
season is over 500 runs) 


AYAZMEMON’SIS 

Cricket writer 

1. K. Srikkanth 

2 . N. Sidhu 

, 3. M, Azharuddin 

4. R,Shastri 

5. Kapil Dev „ 

6. KiranMore 

7. D. Vengsarkar 

8. Sanjeev Shanna 

9. Narendra Hirwani 

10. Arun Lai 

11. Mohinder Amamath 

12. Maninder Singh 

13. Syed Saba Karim 

14. Arshad Ayub 

15. A toss-up between Chetan 
Sharma, Manoj Prabhakar and 
Salil Ankola with the preference 
being Ankola 


Navjot Sidhu atUl features in every list, 
inspite of his pending court case 




SURINDER KHANNA’S IS 

Former Indian cricketer 

1. Kapil Dev 

2. D. Vengsarkar 

3. R. Shastri 

4. M. Amarnath 

5. M. Azharuddin 

6. K. Srikkanth 

7. N. Sidhu 

8. N. Hirwani 

9. Arshed Ajrub 

10. Maninder Singh 

11. Manoj Prabhakar 

12. Sanjeev Sharma 

13. Ajay Sharma 

14. Kiran More 

15. Arun Lai 

(Notes( His three additions to this list were 
Chetan Sharma, K.P. Bhaskar and Madal Lai) 
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keeping with the 
selectorial trend of 
playing him in the 
one-day internationals. 
The other player to get 
the nod would probably 
be VB Chandrasekhar, 
considering that 
Gavaskar’s presence as 
an opening batsman in 
the West Indies is a little 


Ankola with his father 

improbable. 

Tendulkar has made it 
into a few 1 Se and 178 in 
his first season in 
first-class cricket. 
Obviously he must be 
good. Gavaskar rated 
him as technically the 
best batsman in Bombay 
after Vengsarkar. But 
good enough already to 


NKP SALVE 

Fomw ^pC|l^siaeot 

**N6 Cdnundiitt** 


be included in the 
country’s best 15? Or 
17? 'This is my personal 
opinion, but I feel that 
some of our cricket 
observers are going over 
the moon over this 
15-year-old. One 
newspaper even argued 
that ’Tendulkar ought to 
be taken to the West 
Indies—a most 
thoughtless suggestion 
Taken to the West Indies 
for what, I wondered. 

For Marshall and 
friends to have him for 
breakfast? To get hit and 
finish his confidence 
with a single delivery? 


Tendulkar’s time, as his 
scores suggest, will 
come. But this is not it. 

A piece on the front 
page of The Statesman 
hinted that there was a 
possiblity that Sunil 
Gavaskar might be 
coerced into touring the 
West Indies. I doubt it. 
Gavaskar is no fool. He 
has retired on a 
comfortable plateau of 
achievement. If the 
public tends to 
remember their heroes 
by their last 
performances, then the 
mention of his name 
stirs nostalgia, his 96 in 
Bangalore was perhaps 
the best innings on a 
turner that I have seen 
and his fienultimate 
innings in one-day 
cricket was rated by 
Trevor Bailey as the 
nearest to perfection. 

To announce his 
comeback just when he 
is finding life easy and 
go into combat against 
the fastest bowling 
line-up in the world 
could be suicidal. And 
the ultimate tragedy for 
him would be to fail and 
be jeered in every 
newspaper/magazine 
column in the country, 
Gavaskar is too clever 
for that to happen to 
him. 









THE BOY TO WATCH IS SACHIN TENDULKAR 


W HEN Sachin 
Tendulkar was 
j selected for Bombay 
I after a run of 
mind-blowing scores, 
there were many who 
believed that the 
15-year-old was being 
blooded too soon The 
answer came swiftly. An 
unbeaten century on 
debut Followed by 
scores of 55 and 80. 17; 
81 and 4 notout 
But it is not the figures 
on the scorecards that 
have impressed 
everyone It is his 
approach Long-time 
observers say that he 
has the bearing and 
temperament of a 
veteran His strokeplay 
is uninhibited and at 
least one critic has called 
him a ‘hundred ball 
century batsman ’ 

Just one indicator of 
his new stature in the 
Bombay side is the fact 
that even after the 
I return of Chandrakant 
1 Pandit, Dilip 
Vengsakar, Sanjay 
Manjrekar and Ravi 
Shastri, his batting 
position was retained at 
number four for 
Bombay. 

Harsha Bhogle 


BHAVE WHO? 


S URENDRA BHAVE 
IS an opener with 
tremendous punch He 
for his shots from 
tht' word go and more 
often than not they are 
off (he middle of the bat 

That s why fielders 
have little i hance once 
hegoesfull-nlasl The 
Bombay players had 
heard he got two 
hundreds against 
Saurashtra and Gujarat 
They knew what that 
meant when he got 274 







fvudulkar 
iindofa 


against the Bombay 
attack at full strength, 
Raju Kulkarni, Ravi 
Shastri and all. Spin and 
pace made no difference 
to Bhave, If the ball was 
short, he slashed it. If 
pitched up, he straight 
drove. He played two 
hooks—one a swish and 
other a meaty one; both I 
went for sixes. 

He looked suspect 
against legspin and that 
could only be because he 
is not used to it. Chandu 
Borde, his coach, 
thought the four 
chances he gave midway 
through that 274 were 
because of weariness. 

Borde feels that 
among the openers in 
the country Bhave is the 
best after Srikkanth. “I 
h^ve still one more 
month in which I can 
prepare him for the 
tour. While ho is in form 
and getting runs that is 
the best time to pick,” 
Borde said. 

Borde thought 
Bhave’s downswing had 
a bias for the legside. 

Now he has corrected 
that. That’s why Bhave 
played straight against 
Bombay and got 
rewards. 

He was impetuous two 
seasons ago. And with 
Riaz Poonawala around 
an opening place was 
hard to get. Now Bhave 
looms large on the 
Indian cricket scene. 

Some runs 592 in four 
league games is a grand 
achievement in a zone 
which has no weak 
teams like Tripura, Goa, 
Kerala, Himachal, 

Services, Assam or 
Vidardha. That’s the 
yardstick of Bhave’s 
success. 

He is a good fielder in ' 

any position, Azhar 
style. And only 22. 

PVJKar I 


1 /^ 

■ t *•» ; ^ 







WHO IS SALIL ANKOLA? 


S ALIL ANKOLA is a 
fast bowling 
prospect of 

undoubted potential. He 
has a long run-up, 
smooth acceleration, 
cocks his wrist and lets 
fly. The one flaw 
noticeable at first glance 
is that he does not follow 
through each ball. 
Sometimes he just stops. 
And when he does have a 
full follow through the 
ball climbs and moves 
away. 

One stump bowling 
practice increased 
suppleness can see him 
become a complete 
bowler when he adds the 
inswinger and the 
swinging yorkers to his 
armoury Kapil was 
much the same as 
Ankola when he came 
up. Only after England 
in 1979 did he achieve 
control over the 
inswinger. 

Ankola lost the whole 
of last season because of 
stress fractures in his 


back. Now the injuries 
are behind him. Chandu 
Borde is at work on him. 
Borde thi nks a tour of 
the West Indies would 
help Ankola learn more 
in three months than in 
two years. 

As a batsman Ankola 
has the ability to tonk’ to 
the far reaches of the 
ground. Increased 
exposure will make him 
as useful as Kapil as an 
all rounder 

The Maharashtra 
selectors feel he is a 
better bowler with the 
I old ball. For Indian I 
I cricket that is a greater 
boon. There are no 21 
year olds with such pace 
and potential as this son 
of an additional 
commisioner of police in 
Bombay. Ankola had 18 
wickets in the West Zone 
league this year, his 
debut season beginning 
with a hat-trick against 
Gujarat. He had six 
wicket hauls against 
Gujarat and Baroda. 
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WSC CRICKET 


Windies take it with ease 


A ustralia, despite 
the usual wailing 
that this must rank as 
one of its weakest sides 
'ever, not only played 
itself into the final of the 
three-team World Series 
Cup but won it too. Well, 
almost. 

Allan Border’s 
Australia won the first 
final in Melbourne by 
two runs. Lost the 
second in Sydney by 92 
runs And were beaten 
by rain and a 
disadvantageous run 
rate in the third at 
Sydney Two matches to 
one is how the storyline 
went in the end 
Let us take the last 
match first. Australia 
scored a comfortable 226 
for four wickets in only 
33 overs. Dean Jones 
was largely responsible 


for this; he hit four 
successive fours off 
Marshall at one stage 
and finished with an 
inspired 93 not out. 
Geoff Marsh was run out 
for 31 and Border with 
32. Waugh remained 
undismissed with 27. 

If this was good 
enough, then 
Australia’s fortunes 
turned hereafter. Rain 
interrupted the game 
and West Indies was 
now left to chase 108 in 
18 overs. An average of 
six runs an over might 
have been demanding 
towards the later part of 
an innings but when a 
side IS starting the 
innings, with all its 
wickets intact its 
batsmen can go all out to 
achieve the average 

And so it happened 


West Indies lost two 
quick wickets in the 
first over to Terry 
Alderman, but overcame 
the hiccup without 
further loss. Desmond 
Haynes scored 40 and 
Viv Richards 60 and 
West Indies won the 
match with eight 
wickets and 26 balls to 
spare. And won the 
series for their side. 

The first match of the 
finals was easily the 
most exciting. Australia 
batted first and scored 
204 for nine in fifty 
overs. And West Indies 
looked like losing by a 
mile, having been 
reduced to 148 for eight 
at one stage Until 
Bishop and Ambrose 
cemented together a 
significant partnership. 


In the homestretch only 

15 runs were required in 
the last two Australian 
overs. 

Simon O’Donnell 
eased a bit of the 
adrenalin by yorking 
Ambrose. In walked 
Courtney Walsh. Facing 
Merv Hughes for the 
final over of the match. 
Hughes restricted the 
West Indian tailenders 
to five runs off the first 
five deliveries. Walsh 
required a four of the 
last ball to win the game 
for his side. He slashed. 
Border fielded in the 
covers and the game 
went to Australia. 

West Indies extracted 
swift revenge in the 
second. Not only did 
they hit the highest 
against Australia in 
one-day matches this 
season (277 for nine 
wickets in 50 overs with 
Richards hitting 53, 
Richardson 55, Haynes 
62 and Greenidge 46) 
but bowled Australia out 
for 185 with ten overs to 
spare. Bishop and 
Hooper split the 
damages; the former 
picked up four for 52 
while Hooper with his 
gentle cutters emerged 
with three for 22. 

Brief scores: 

14 January, Melbourne: 
Australia 204 for nine 
(Border 78, Ambrose 5 for 
26) beat West Indies 
(Alderman 2/29) 

16 January. Sydney: West 
Indies 277 for nine (D. 
Haynes 62. G. Greenidge 
46, Richards 53, 
Richardson 55. Hughes 
4/44) beat Australia 185 (or 
four (Bishop 4/52, Hooper 
3/22). 

18 January. Sydney; 
Australia (D. Jones 93 not 
out) lost to West Indies 111 
for two in 13.2 overs 
(Richards not out 60, D. 
Haynes not out 40) 

Man of the Series: A. 
Border and D. Haynes 






ItTrasalabourofbve. 



Lode deeply into tfie eyes {rfltie 
Compassionate C^e. 

Full of love for the world. 

Then think of the passion and 
padence d generate (rf artists. 

Who painted these ftescoes over 
centuries. 

Leaving behind glimpses of the 
Buddha’s life. 


To inspire mankind for ever. 

Ooops'.So^. 

Not ever. 

Only till SJC loves Satya. 

Is ft beause people who can’t make 
their mark on life wilfoUy de&ce that 
with which others have made their 
markontiflK? 


Whatever it is. The look in the 
Kiddha’s eyes is gettii^ sadder... 


Help protect the heritage to 


which you bdoiffi 

As you travel, you (tecover. 


anywhere else in the wdd. 

5,000 yeas d histoty in cotmtless 


’ ’trot 
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Bdiajed by loveDs. 



nKXiuments sttid shrines. 


nature. 

In myriad hues and ookm 
Don't remain silent when someone 
de^ s omummit, shows dise^ 

or 


smrrxmdings. 


Persuade him. 

Prevent him. 

Report him. 

protect your {Xiceless herititge. 
It’s the only cneyM have. 



Depiiwem *>< <^n»W5« «?f Ifrffii 


HtkasMi 





FRANKLY, I DON’T 
GIVE A DAMN! 


BISHEN SINGH BEDI 


‘Every Man Has His Price’ 

Pradeep Mandhani 



T he departure of the New Zealan¬ 
ders and the understandable non- 
arrival of the Poms has left a crick¬ 
eting void in the thick of the season 
without much logic. Except for the spor¬ 
adic first class Ranji fixtures in the 
South, East and West where the knock¬ 
out performers are yet to be decided. 
Central Zone might well have gone into 
slumber. 

At the blatant expense of enjoying a 
self-envious pat on the back, I am proud 
to say that the North is still vibrant with 
competitive battle via the SAIL's 
improvised initiative of the 
‘Steel-Trophy’, which is gaining in 
stature and utility, no matter what the 
detractors of regular three-day cricket 
might contemplate; pro or anti version. 
For the good of the game at large, we felt 
an intrinsic need to throw in a mixture of 
the three-day duration and the one-day 
flavour with a snap of both innings at a 
particular juncture, say 80 overs in the 
Ist innings and 55 overs in the 2nd 
innings. Add to that the 30 yards inner 
circle, the wide ball as in a one-dayer, and 
some exciting finishes have been 
recorded. •» 

As I have mentioned often enough, the 
Steel-Trophy is a worthy leaf out of the 
Times of India Shield in Bombay. Our 
only constraint is that not enough good 
institutional teams are based in Delhi to 
make the tournament slightly more 
broad based. Also, there are not enough 
cricket gprotinds in the capital. The few 
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that exist are pcxarly maintained. But 
that does not deter the authorities in 
char^ from taking a clue from the 
mercenary attitude of the players, who, 
on the slightest pretext, would ignore 
tUlsir moral obligations to their 
institutions and make themselves 
available for distant upcountry games, 
where the organisers as well players 
have plenty of lolly to share 
unashamedly. 

There has been a plethora of such 
gimmicks in the absence of the English 
tour of India. In defence for the “make 
hay while the sun shines” category of 
superstars, there are no limitations. I am 
more inclined to despise the organising 
racketers of various venues who are 
allowed to get away with the prostitution 
of cricket Once again, I am afraid, the 
fault lies with the BCCI who are turning 
a blind eye and offering a deaf ear to a 
preposterous situation where the 
pedigree of a thoroughbred cricket 
professioal could well be challenged by 
an off shoot of the oldest profession. 

Only recently I was approached by a 
firm from Renukoot to be the chief guest 
for their privately organised cricket 
tournament. And before I could even 
deliberate the possiblity of my 
availability, I was asked my “price”!! And 
if that was not humiliating enough, the 
cheeky organisers invited our office team 
on different financial terms for test stars 
and others. I was furious. Sir Robert 
Walpole’s “Every man has his price” 
couldn’t have been more apt for the 
modern cricket psyche. Discipline, 
dignity and self respect could well be 
virtues which show quite as well as in 
rags and patches as they do in purple and 
fine linen. 

With that background I am awfully 
enamoured by the sense of discipline as 
expressed by Tata’s in showing the 
sacking outlet to the sensational Hirivani. 
I am not at all surprised by the instant 
apology offered by Vengsarkar, another 
one on the rolls of Tata’s, for his petty 
behaviour in one of the office matches. 
Talking of disciplinary I am ^Id that 
Mohinder Amarnath has to apppear 
before a BCCI Discipline Committee very 
shortly. One hopes, it happens before the 
“suicide squad" for the West Indies is 
announced! Any delay in the matter 
would make the entire exercise 
redundant. And, in the process, it would 
be the authorities who wotild be deemed 
to have developed cold- feet!! 

Another subject which was on the 
agenda of the Working Committee of the 


TIliftpton-of 
I>racketittg|i8y 
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according to M 
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Testeor 
one-d^ers 
under 
belt-wae 
mooted by none 
other tban Sunil 
Gavaekar 
(pictured here)- 
wHhoutmuch 
^bacicing«Tlie 
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BCCI meeting held in Jaipur recently was 
the turning down of the players’ demand 
to bracket pay packets for players 
according to the number of Test or one 
dayers under one’s belt. This plan was 
mooted by none other than Gavaskar 
himself without much backing. The 
present lot should know better if 
Gavaskar was unable to push an issue 
through. 

This is one argument that never 
convinced me for the simple reason that 
our so called professional status was 
never on par with other countries eg. 
England and West Indies. When our 
entire Indian first class set up stinks of 
shameless amateurism, where is the need 
to differentiate between Managing 
Directors and'Peons ? 

I often wonder if the initiators of such 
an appalling discrepamcy of thought and 
deed ever felt they too were beginners. 

For a start, the age-old proverbs saas bhi 
kabhi bahu thi"(the mother-in-law was 
once a daughter-in-law) would aptly sum 
up the needs and greeds of the 
get-rich-quick flanelled megastars. I 
must compliment the BCCI for not 
succumbing to the wiles of almost 
has-beens 

I am told the decision to do away with 
the second official on a tour met with 
I amazing approval only to avoid a voting 
confrontation. In other words, the 
decision was sound but the method left a 
lot to be desired I can only wish my 
colleague Venkataraghavan all the very 
best for his capacity to be on the right 
side of all that matters in the BCCI. In the 
West Indies, it could well be a different 
environment, no matter how familiar. 

Professional Management Qioup 
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T he boys steps forward all alone, overcome with emotion but with his eyes 
stoically open, seeing nothing As he hears the first clods of earth hit the 
coffin, his throat tightens and he wishes he could hold his mother’s hand. 
Eighty years later, Jean Borotra still feels the emotion of that sad day. 

In just a few hours, he had left behind the world of childhood. Hugging him to 
her, his mother had simply said “Well, Jean, you are the head of the family now; 
I’m relying on you ’’ 

Sometimes it takes only a few hours for one's destiny to alter completely This 
boy’s fate was now irrevocably committed to a path painstakingly mapped out by 
his mother. 

First it was the local primary school It was what his father had wanted. He had 
held the teachers in great esteem, those remarkable pedagogues. The head of the 
school had an enormous influence on his pupils, and practically lived with them, 
in class, at breaktime, and sometimes on Thursdays and Sundays too, if there was 
a game of pelota, prisoner’s base, football or rugby. He joined in all the games, even 
marbles. His was the prettiest, a sparkling agate, coveted by all the children whose 
marbles were made of clay and ten-a-penny. 

One day, to ensure he would win the agate, Jean deliberately moved his own 
marble forward The headmaster caught him in the act and b^ame extremely 
angry—although probably just pretending to be annoyed “What’s that? Did I just 
see you cheat‘d I’m not playing with you any more!” and off he went. Upset, 
mortified, for several days the cheater believed ho would never be forgiven. He 
suffered so much that from that day on loyalty and fair play were indelibly etched 
into his conduct. 

He was often to think back to that day during his career as an international 
sportsman, and when his professional commitments became fewer he was to found 
the “International Committee for Fair Play” of which he is still the president and 
for which he campaigns vigorously 

Jean was devoted to his mother, and would have moved heaven and earth to 
please her, however this deeply-felt affection was sometimes hidden behind fatigue 
and discouragement. He was the eldest and often felt lonely. Hanging over his 
desk was a huge portrait of his grandfather which was a friend and help to him 
Jean used to study the picture recalling the often-told story about this cr urageous 
man, voluntarily exiled at the age of twenty-two What determination there was in 
that sad .face' Jean, who never knew his grandfather, brought him back to life by 
taking him as a model of tenacity and perseverance. “He certainly had a tough time 
of it' Me too...” 

It is often the case that, without their knowing, many men and women influence 
the character of a sensitive child whose imagination is fired by an expression, an 
attitude or a story he is told! 

Jean was studious and bright. The primary school teacher noticed this and 
advised Mrs Borotra to think about preparing him for the Ecole Polytechinque. 

The young mother was well aware that to put an idea into her son’s head was 
halfway to ensuring its success, so she discussed the idea with him, convinced that 
he would do his best to carry it out. She enlisted the priest’s help to teach Jean 
Latin, with the aim of allowing the schoolboy to move straight from primary 
school into the second form; she then employed two young au pairs, a German girl 
and an English girl, aware that gaining a year and having the advantage of 
knowing languages could mean the difference of several places in a competitive 
examination. 

O NE sunny October morning, with encouragement from his tearful mother, 
sister and brothers, Jean mounted his bicyle and set off for the lycee in 
Bayonne. Morning and evening he would cycle the six miles which separated the 
family home'and the schooL What hard work it was pedalling that ancient 
machine with no gears or freewheel! Cycling home in the winter was the worst 
part; the familiar road became mysterious on those daxk nights where the silence 
seemed to hold unseen terrors. The oversaturated wick of the storm lantern 
produced more accidents than light, and the falls which he kept quiet about were 
given away by his grazed knees. 

The following year, fortunately, Jean received permission to leave the lycee at 


Jean was devoted to' 
Ms mother and woBte 
have moved heaven 
and earth to please 
her, however this 
deeply-felt affection 
was sometimes 
hidden behind fatlpie 
and discouragement. 
He was the eldest and 
often felt Ipnely 
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At the age of 20, as a result of the slaughter (in his area) Borotra 
fouiid himself for a fortnight commanding a battery. His action in 
combat, both at the head of his unit and as a watch officer on the 
Buttle de Souain and Mount Buret, won him two citations 


the end of afteroon classes. He retained, however, long afterwards the memory of 
I the bruises and fears, but, more importantly, excellent leg muscles from the cycle 
ride he did for five years, which later helped him to run around tennis courts. 

Keeping faithfully to the career plan she had mapped out for her son, Mrs 
Borotra sent him to spend the summer of 1912 in England where he stayed with a 
charming and hospitable family. In England, where tradition was all-important, 
the first question Mrs Wildy asked the young Frenchman was “What sport do you 
play?” Apart from billiards which his hostess played and which he practised alone 
on Sundays, Jean could not share any of the pleasure in sport which his hostess 
I found by playing tennis with her friends 

Mrs Wildy remarked to him: “I was looking at you yesterday at the Ensells’ while 
you were watching a game of tennis; you can’t tell me that you don’t want to play, 
so I shall give you a racket and we can play together. Do you think you could hit 
the ball back to me?” "Me? Miss it with a thing like that? Playing pelota I catch it 
with my bare hands! I’ll hit it to you with my right hand, my left hand or even 
volley it if it isn’t too far away from me!” 

The following day, all of Kenley knew that the young Frenchman was dashing 
around all over the court, that he was getting on extremely well and was having a 
whale of a time On the front wall of the square in Pouy he had acquired a good eye, 
an accurate service and great agility in playing drop-shots. 

Fired with enthusiasm, Jean wrote and told his mother all about it, and when he 
returned home, to his surprise he found a tennis court laid out with the help of the 
gardener. He had of course kept all the trees, but had placed wire fencing 20 cm to 
the right and left around the court—a menace for tennis rackets Terrified of 
breaking his racket by reaching too far to play a shot, Jean learned how to play a 
slice shot. 

T hen war broke out. Delighted, all the boys wanted to join up Like many 
others, Jean was turned down because he was too young Instead he took his 
school-leaving examination, did a special preparatory year to sit the Polytechnique 
entrance examination, started at a special school for those preparing for 
university entry examinations, then, in 1917, left for the front where as many 
soldiers were being killed by Spanish influenza as by the shelling 
At the age of 20, as a result of the slaughter he found himself for a fortnight 
commanding a battery His action in combat, both at the head of his unit and as a 
watch officer on the Buttle de Souain and Mount Buret, won him two citations, one 
of which was the Ordre de I’Armee The fighting stopped in November 1918, but 
demobilisation did not come until sl year later Jean’s unit was sent to join the army 
of occupation in Germany. 

Copying the example of the English and Americans, the French took up sport. 
Jean took part in the athletics championships of the Army of the Rhine at Mayence 
and had some success; then he heard about a tennis tournament. He could think of 
nothing else but taking part After obtaining authorisation from his commanding 
officer, all he had to do was to set about obtaining the necessary equipment. He 
went to Wiesbaden to see a well-known tennis trainer who sold sports equipment, 
and took advantage of the visit to explain the problem he had with his backhand 
which he was accustomed to resolving as pala basque players do, namely by 
changing hands. The trainer showed him a way of placing his thumb along the 
racket grip to provide support and to increase power. 

Armed with this advice which he could not put into practice straightaway, Jean 
rejoined his team, playing doubles with Captain Cardot. French champion in 1&14, 
who took him as far as the final which he lost, since Borotra had not yet learned to 
play doubles. Cardot was, however, impressed with the exceptional quickness, 
calm and stamina of his team mate, and told him “Train seriously and work at youi 




Witti a persevaranca and datarmination cultivated $ince cNIdiiood 
lean Borotra led a double life, with both a tennis career 
and a career as a businessman, taking part in tournaments 
ali over the world wherever his expanding company sent him 



backhand, and it wouldn’t surprise me if in three years’ time you were the French 
champion.” 

I N fact it took him less than three years. He was twenty four It was the start of a 
fabulous sportingr career. He had left the army and was not well off. The ydung 
champion had graduated from the Ecole Polytechnique with a law degree and wae 
looking for a job. For the time being, he was leaving for the United States with the 
French tennis team to play in the Davis Cup in which he won 44 matches out of 54 
he played between 1922 and 1947. 

It was thanks to Henri Cochet, Jacques Brugnon, Ren6 Laicoste and himself that 
France held the Davis Cup from 1927 until 1932. Borotra intended to profit from 
the trip by broadening his experience and finding a position In New York he was 
struck by the large number of petrol pumps all over the city. At that time Paris had 
only several located at the gates of the city. After his matches, the spirited player 
turned himself into an engineer Why not return to France as a petrol pump 
salesman? He examined the primitive but effective system of those piston-operated 
pumps, realised that they were too inaccurate to be acceptable to the French 
Weights and Measures system and made a mental note to reconsider the problem at 
a later date 

Once back in France, he studied how different pumps worked and started work 
as a commercial engineer for the Hardoll company who were making the most 
efficient pumps. Involving himself totally, as always, in what he undertook, Jean 
Borotra spent less time on the tennis courts in order to work tirelessly for his 
company 

It was his friends who started him playing again, Und they finally succeeded in 
convincing him to play in London, He accepted on condition that his matches 
would be in the afternoons, he wanted to keep his mornings free for business 
meetings. At Wimbledon, he accumulated victories, in 1924, 1926 (singles), in 
1925, 1932, 1933 (doubles), in 1925 (mixed doubles partnering Suzanne Lenglen). 

Thus, with a perseverance and determination cultivated since childhood, Jean 
Borotra led a double life, with both a spectacular tennis career and a brilliant 
career as a businessman, taking part in tournaments in cities all over the world 
wherever his expanding company sent him 
During this period he won the French championship at the Roland-Garros 
Stadium in 1924, 1931 (singles), in 1925, 1928, 1929, 1934, 1936 (doubles), in 
1929, 1936 (mixed doubles), the American championship in 1926 (mixed doubles), 
the Australian championship in 1928 (singles doubles with Jacques Brugnon and 
mixed doubles with D. Akhurst). 

Borotra founded, in 1929, the International Tennis Club of France to promote 
the traditions of sportsmanship, courtesy, friendliness towards foreigners, and of 
tennis, and eighteen years later, he became Honorary President of the 
International Council of International Clubs Gradually giving up playing in 
competitions, without abandoning them completely, however -he was 49 when he 
won, against the best players in Europe,his last indoor victory in France—the 
champion loyally devoted himself to the teaching and popularising of sport. 

He is the founder and president of the International Comntittee for Fair Play and 
Honorary President of the 'Association francaise pour un Sport sans violence et 
pour le Fair Play’. He is also the honarary president or vice-president of many 
organisations or associations whic^i enjoy the benefits of his prestige, intelligence 
and immense capacity for work 

At. the age of 89. ever dynamic and enterprising, Jean Borotra still travels all 
over the world on business, to remember days gone by and,above all seeking to 
safeguard Fair Play, a fundamental element in sport. 


CouitMy. Olympic Sei^tw 
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SUPER SOCCERS 


I 'l Kx^ked as thoug-h 
the IFA team coach 
Shyani Thapa was 
living in a world of 
' fantasy He felt that the 
( team which was to play 
the third outing against 
the visiting Sao Paulo at 
Calcutta was 

I confident—and mentally 
1 prepared—of putting up 
I a good fight. Also, he 
felt that the IFA XI was a 
! superior side compared 
i to the two previous 
I Indian teams which had 
played in New Delhi and 
Bangalore Also, the 
presence of Chima 
Okerie and Clnbi.r/oi, 
the forward line 
would be more 
thrustful The home 
ground was an added 
advantage 

And what about 
controlling the match in 
the vital midfield 
section‘d The IFA 
linkmen were a flop In 
fact, they were 
disastrous, minutes 
after the encounter 
begin The back four 
reeled undei' pressure 
I Bhaskar Ganguly was 
I not in his element So 
j pathetic was the whole 
I show on the part of the 
I locals The team was a 
; laughingstock There 
was no tenacuty, no will 
; to fight Yes, there was 
I one consolation in the 
5-1 defeat a brilliant 
‘ effort from the boots of 
Chibuzor which touched 
i the goalkeeper 
; MaiT’.ena's palms 
; Principally, the 
Brazilians were 
entertainers 
■ Adventurers They 
1 believed in attacking 
i soccer Coach Cilinho 
i had promised that his 
Ixiys whose average age 
IS L’O, will give the 
Co iiioisseurs their 
money 's worth The 
promise was kept. 

And why wouldn't the 
Brazilians win'^ They 


Entertainii^, 

The Sao Paulo Football Club with their brilliar 


couldn’t have asked for a 
better ground than the 
one at Salt Lake, which 
resembled grounds back 
home. The weather was 
congenial; the temperate 
type The stage was set 
for them to perform 
And what a game they 
played The near 
capacity crowd (a lakh) 
had their eyes glued to 
the action on the lush 
turf Speed, skill, 
stamina and a high ball 
sense of the game were 
their forte 

Sao Paulo excelled in 
their incisive short 
passes, positional play 
and unique wall passes. 
They had to be seen to be 
believed They entered 
the penetrative zone 
with remarkable speed 
But had the IP^A backs 
employed the zonal 
marking tactics, things 
could have eased But 
they ran out of ideas as 
the match wore on 
The best of the five 
goals was the one scored 
five minutes after the 
start by Marcelo It came 
off a seven touch move 
A superlative goal' 
Skipper Flavio was 
very impressive and was 
rightly acclaimed the 
best player He scored 
the fifth goal A very 
cool player, Flavio was 
meted out the Mr Hyde 
alias Okerie treatment 
When Chima is the 
saviour of many a game, 

Mazinho scores his 
second goal which is Sao 
Paulo’s fourth (Inset): 

A bleeding Flavio goes 
off the field after being 
hit by Chima, who was 
given marching orders 
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Excitii^, Exquisite 


play-making rudely exposed the limitations of Indian soccer 
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he’s a Or Jekell then, but 
the moment he finds the 
Seeing difficult, becomes 
a Mr Hyde. 

The Nigerian had no 
business ‘hitting the 
Sao Paulo captain on the 
face. There was one 
reason why Chima acted 
in this manner: his 
moves were frustrated. I 
wonder what Cilinho 
was thinking about 
Chima after he heard 
about his game. 

If Chima was given the 
marching orders, well 
he deserved it whether it 
18 an exhibition match or 
not. Shyam Thapa m3.y 
have his regrets that the 
match lost its 
competitiveness after 
Chima left, but he 
should not forget that 
they were visitors who 
had come to display 
their skills 

The Cliief Minister. Mr 
Jyoti Basu, who was 
present for the match, 
was aiuioyed over the 
incident Besides, Mr 
Basu wasn’t happy over 
the IFA teams’ 


performance either. 

What do the Indian 
players lack? According 
to Cilinho, a certain lack 
of fitness, temperament, 
ball play which can be 
nurtured by good 
coaching, there was also 
a lack of ‘natural ability’. 
With so many flaws,does 
it mean that we have to 
start from scratch? 

Or was the Brazilian 
coach joking? Because 
in the final match at the 
Steel City of 
Jamshedpur, the Tata 
Invitation XI 
comprising the same 
players, gave a 
semblence of a fight to 
go down by a solitary 
goal. Tata keeper 
Tanumoy Bose was 
brilliant having 
thwarted at least four 
good chances. He was an 
inspiration to the team. 

The Sao Paulo trip was 
a revelation. It showed 
us where Indian soccer 
is when compared to 
international standards. 
We have to buck up. 

Subhash Sarcar 
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SPOBTSWORLD: What 
is the difference in 
approach firom leg spin 
bowling in a one-day 
match and a Test? 

ABDUL QADIR; Talking 
from the purely 
mathematical point, if I 
give 30/35 runs in ten 
overs even without a 
wicket it would be 'aa/a' 
(class) bowling. Even 46 
runs in ten overs would 
be good, which would 
work out to 225 in 50 
overs and would not be a 
big target to chase. 

There is a story doing 
the rounds that umpiires 
outside Pakistan have a 
problem identifying 
your flipper. 

It is a problem I face 
even in my own country. 
It has come to a stage 
where I have to tell 
umpires in my country 
and outside whether my 
next delivery is going to 
be a flipper or a straight 
one. It prepMires them for 
a potential Ibw. There 
have been occasions 
when I missed out 
on leg before decisions 
only because the umpire 
could not tell a flipper 
from a googly. Which is 
why I thought it would 
increase my chances if I 
advised them of the 
nature of delivery in 
advance! 

I heard you 
experimented 
successfully with a new 
form of the googly 
during the Reliance 
Cup. 

It has something to do 
with my penchant for 
experiment. I keep 
trying to flick my 
;flngers in as many ways 
,“po^hle and studying 
on the ball. 

^©uring the World Cup, I 
; .|^ked the finger in a 
;|^taln manner which 
pfioiKiuced a really sharp ; 



I ONCE SOLO 
VEGETABLES 
FOR A LIVING! 



gcxjgly. I bowled Roy 
Dias at Hyderabad in the 
opening match with one 
and repeated it at a very 
critical stage in the 
Rawalpindi match 
against England by 
Clean bowling Graham 
Gooch. There are 
occasions when I have 
succeeded in bowling 
flippers even from 
shoulder level. But let 
me tell you that this 
happens on only the 
really good days. On the 
other occasions I can be 
really ordinary. After 
all. spin bowling is an 
art and leg spin bowling 
is an even higher art. 


Why. I think it is an 
education. Which is why 
I often thank god that I 
have survived 11 years 
on the circuit. A leg 
spinner needs heavy 
investment in the early 
years. Maninder Singh 
had picked up just nine 
wickets in his first 11 
Tests. He would often 
.come to me for advice on 
technical matters. On 
how to use the crease, 
the trajectory aind the 
angle of the hand when 
delivering the ball. That 
he was often on the rival 
side during a Test match 
had no effect on the 
advice; as I said, leg 
break bowling is a 
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I subject of study like 
; medical research and \ 
should not be kept 
' secret. . 'i 

You haven’t yet 
mentioned your top 
spinner. 

I don't know what a 
topspinner is. I haven’t 
bowled one for the last 

II years. This ball is 

merely a creation of the 
experts and the media. 
Because if there has 
been a bowler who can 
bowl deliveries that 
bounce more than usual 
and gain pace as well 
after hitting the ground 
then he should frankly ; 
not need more than 20 = 
balls per innings. T?^ - 

spin may accidentally . 
occur during the 
course of a match ^ 

the seam hitting the 










HOW QAOIR SACRIFICED 
HIS PLACE IN THE 
BANGALORE TEST TO SAVE 
HIS FRIEND! 


A fter being in and out of the Pakistan 
team in India, 1986-87,1 was delighted 
that for the Bangalore Test my name had been 
included m the playing eleven by Imran Khan. 
Even more so, bwause the pitch looked like a 
turner 

While on the way to the ground on the 
morning of the match, Iqbal Qasim sat beside 
me in the team bus He was as downcast as I 
was pleased. He had been dropped. Further 
‘Kaka’ (Qasim) confessed that he was 
intending to retire. 

This saddened me because ‘Kaka* was my 
best friend. Bahuthi ^areefinsaan ha) (He is 
a very decent human being). When he reached 
the ground I asked Imran for the team. He said 
that 1 was in. 1 took him aside and asked him to 
drop me and put Iqbal Qasim in instead. I 
argued that on such a turner, when runs 
would be hard to come by, Qasim would be able 
to bowl stock and keep the runs down. Imran 
thought awhile. Then nodded. He scratched 
my name out. And replaced it with Qasim's. 

It did hurt because the pitch turned out to be 
a spinner’s paradise. All those spinners who 
had failed in the previous matches redeemed 
their sins on that Bangalore wicket, while I, 
watched helpless from the pavilion. 

,,, But what I will neiier foi^t Bangalore fbap Is i 
-.x^bat my friend took nine wickets for 121 in. the 
bowled Pakistan to an incredible victory' 
amd retrieved his career from certain 
jjpptirement. 

^^^^d that I had a part in it«B well-,. ; . , j 


I don’t know what a 
top spinner is. I 
haven’t bowled one 
for the last 11 
years. This ball is 
merely a creation 
of the experts and 
the media. 


bowler’s footmarks, but 
not otherwise. 

Leg spin requires 
special care and 
attention from a captain. 

A great deal of 
encouragement because 
it IS very difficult to set 
the field for ^leg 
spinner The field that a 
leg spinner needs 
depends on the line ho is 
bowling to His pitching 
outside the off stump 
would require a field 












different from one when 
he IS pitching on the 
middle Imran Khan as 
captain is a great help 
because he can read the 
bowlbr’s mind He 
nurSes me; more 
importantly, he listens 
to me When he finds me 
hit all over the place, he 
immediately takes me 
off and tries to save my 
confidence from taking 
a beating If he notices 
an improvement in my 
subsequent spell, he 


Things have come 
to a stage where I 
have to tell 
umpires in mjr 
country and 
outside whether 
my next delivery is 
going to be a 
flipper or a straight 
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HOW ABDUL QADIR SOLD 
VEGETABLES FOR A LIVING 


I WASbomihtdapoorfairlityinthe 
villa^-like Lahore suburb of Dharampiira. 
There were small houses surrounding our 
house. The lane used to be so narrow that it 
would get flooded after every downpour. There 
used to be a mound of garbage at every corner/; 

I have ‘faqr’ (pride) though that Allah gave me / 
life In these surroundings. I grew up there, v; . 
KnAto mey paida hok&t' malney phoolo ko bhi <; H ‘ 
dekha. Isduniyakinawaabibhidekhiie^n. 
though 1 was born.among the thorns I grew upy. 
to see the flowers as well. And saw luxur;^ 

My father was the iiham of Miarampura. He . 
hardly earned anything. This struck mewhen 
> i must have been f0.or 11 years old when ‘f 

'.-aiora hnrlH 1 <ui IB rvninrl /ratilrfWtft.'Vof’'' '-'r. 


'.■.'••;povertjr Struck me/.AiwlT 
'■ • that I wad‘^tng:]hc^hmg tO;'h?{p ' J '' 

■, Within a 

;,;.;nishi^ol¥ ^ theiqcat 











keeps me on for a longer 
period. 

Which is why leg 
spinners are basically 
cowards of a sort. When 
they begin to get hit 
they run away from the 
bowling attack, recoup 
and then fight back. But 
then this has paid off 
handsomely; I have won 
more matches for my 
country than the other 
bowlers. 

So basically it all boils 
down to the way Imran 
deals with me. He keeps 
me happy at all times, he 
talks to me in a manner 
different from the way 
he speaks to others, he 
does not force me to bowl 


for him when he knows I 
am not psychologically 
prepar^, and makes 
sure that I do not get 
irriteited if there is an 
important day’s bowling 
coming up. 

Do you think he should 
retire? 

I said it after the 
Reliance Cup and say it 
even now,..Imran 
should not have gone to 
the West Indies. Khuda 
taaJa ka sukr hai that he 
was saved from 
disgrace In fact, his 
bowling was hammered 
in the one-day matches 
before he salvaged his 
reputation in the Tests I 
feel that by going to 
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HOW GOOD IS NARENDRA 
HIRWANI? 


4^ and I ^hi. 

^arlhtlpnVt'j>rrfbr.tp.lU^ fewj?, 

fXetdei^ close 




dajWi lilM i^.<^]geiH}^s;t^fl^i:hi Bcfisi4esi,'l 


eanhoi's^ohi 


a lot 
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Australia Imran has 
trapped himself. As his 
friend I think he has 
made a mistake. He 
should have retired after 
the Reliance Cup itself. 


You led Pakistan during 
the Asia Cup in Dhaka. 
Are you looking at the 
possibility of being 
Pakistan captain some 
day? 


















Not really. I am captain 
without being 
captain.. .captain of my 
art. I am captain even 
when I am not captain. 

You were involved in a 
very unpleasant 
incident last year when 
you punched a spectator 
in Bridgetown during 
the last Test. 

I would prefer if you 
didn’t ask me about it. It 
shouldn’t have 
happened. There were a 
couple of plumb leg 
before decisions that 
were surprisingly 
turned down. And 
then., rather, let us not 
talk about it. Have you 
got another question? 

You are known to be 
very emotional. As a 
result, you get carried 
away too often resulting 
in many unpleasant 
incidents. 

I do not behave badly 
and nor do 1 expect it 
from others. Yes, I do 
get irritated easily. 

The incident at 
Hanging Heaton six 
years ago when 1 
resigned from my club 
in disgust? Well, there 
has to be an element of 
inaaafQuBtice). All 
players are equal, 
whether they are from 
your country or 
overseas. I cannot stand 
ii\ju8tice. 

Why I appeal for 
almost eveiything? In 
Dhaka, during the Asia 
Cup, Amamath was 
clean leg before. I had 
tried very hard in 
getting him to make an 
error. Naturally I was 
frustrated when the 
umpire turned down the 
app^. In such 
situations it is 
understandable if one 
makes a scene. Not 
otherwise. 
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“If a Short-pitched bouncer comes to you at Chest or shoulder height, on the middle Stump or tc 
to play defensively. Hook it! 

How to play the Hook Shot : (Follow the illustrations) 

1 - As the ball is delivered, start lifting the bat. As the ball bounces short and nses, move your n 
towards the off stump. 

2. Shift weight to the nght foot and swing the bat around at chest level. By moving on your 
of the ball's direction - making room to play the shot. 

3. As you swing around to hit, your right foot and body will swing naturally with the shot. Yo 
Wicket Keeper.” 




Flashing strokes, deadly bowling. That's Cricket - the Kapil 1 

Boost brings you a series of 9 sets of cricket tips by K^il Dev. PLUS 9 exciting pictured 
series is aimed at improving the young cricketer’s batting and bowling techniques. The 
and tips is a reproduction of Cricket Kapil Style-4, the Hook Shot -#ie fourth in the serj 
FREE! Each set of cricket tips and action picture is printed on every Boost 500g/1 kg jar faj 
And it comes to you at no extra cost. Begin your collection today and watch your crickei 
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T he Eagle is 

groimded, possibly 
permanently. 

Eddie Edwards, 
Britain’s aftermost 
athlete, is in hospital 
contemplating the end 
of his spectacularly 
unsuccessful career as a 
ski jumper. 

The one-time plasterer 
firom Cheltenham finally 
hit rock bottom 
preparing on 
Innsbruck’s Bergisel 
HUl for the Four Hills 
competition, collecting 
concussion, a broken 
collar bone and multiple 
bruising. 

Accounts varied about 
how Edwards managed 
to land on his face. His 
own version was that it 
was caused by “the 
shock’’ of jumping really 
well. 

“I’ve been jumping 
really well over the past 
few days and this was a 
beautiful take-off. I 
decided to really go for 
it,” said Edwards. 

"The jump was so 
good and I was in such a 
good flight position, I 
started to panic. The 
golden rule is not to 
bend your leg and that is 
just what I did. I waved 
my arms, my knees bent 
and I tipped over. ” 

More objective, 
observers reported that 
he took off poorly, lost 
control of Ids right ski 
in mid-air, caught the 
tip of it on landing and 
cart-wheeled. 

There was no dispute 
about the result. “I am 
damaged,” Edwards told 
officials after laying 
motion-less for a time. 

Undaunted, he 
promised to return. 











“After I recover 1 will do 
that again,” he said from 
his bed. “Doctors say it 
will be four weeks but I 
want to be back in two or 
three.” 

Officials of the 
International Ski 
Federation, fearing just 
that, are already 
discussing limiting the 
number of World Cup 
competitors in future to 
ensure against 
Edwards’s participation. 

Since this failed 
Alpine skier jumped 
first on New Year’s Day, 
1986, he has become an 
international 
institution. His inability 
to finish in any other 
position but last—and 
his thick glasses and 
protruding jaw—have 
done nothing but good 
for his image. 

It earned him 
appearances on talk 
shows. A serious US 
sports magazine sent a 
team to cover his return 
to Cheltenham from the 
Olympics. 

But if his bank 
account increased, the 
distances he achieved on 
the slopes have not 
threatened the jumping 
establishment. He has 
finished last in the first | 
two rounds of this 
month’s Four Hills, as 
he did to as much 
acclaim as the winner at 
the Olympic Games. 

Edwards admitted to 
having been knocked 
out by his fall. “I woke 
up at the bottom of the 
hill,” he admitted. But, 
apparently, he 
continues to dream. “If 
anything this accident 
has encouraged me,” he 
said. 



but still Paul Ereng of Kenya 



Paul Ereng takes a 
victory lap after his 
unexpected win 


P AUL ERENG of 
Kenya,«.t the 
uninhibited age of 
20. brought to the 
Olympic 800 metres 
final in Seoul a talent 
and romanticism to 
make this the race of the 
year 

A student at an 
American University, he 
had been converted from 
400 metres running 
only this year He won 
the national collegiate 
title in the modest time 
of Imin 46sec plus, and a 
newspaper cutting of 
the event filtered 
through to Kenya’s 
officials and brought 
him an invitation to 
compete in the trial in 
Nairobi He won the 
place which would 
surely have been taken 
by Billy Konchellah, the 
world champion, had he 
been fit to run. 

But 

in the world of Joachim 
Cruz, Said Aouita, Jose 
Barbosa, Johnny Gray 
and Peter Elliot he was 
seemingly an 
apprentice, there to 
learn the race among 
men who had been in the 
business of 

championship running 
a long time. 

Yet the final turned 
out to be exactly what 
Ereng required—two 
400 metres races put 
together, both of which 
in a sense he won. His 
Kenyan colleague, 

Nixon Kiprotich, played 
a role by raking through 
the first lap in 49.54sec, 
with the first 200m in 
under 248ec. 

Its effect was to draw 
the finishing speed from 









Gi’ay, Barbosa and the 
defending champion, 
Cruz. On the Euiopean 
circuit they would have 
treated Kiprotich as a 
hare who had got it 
slightly wrong and not 
have bothered to pitch in 
behind him so closely 
But this was a 
championship final and 
in their nervousness, 
they could not resist 
committing themselves 
to a race where someone 
set out to win in under 
Imin 42sec. 

For 500 of the 800 
metres Ereng was last or 
seventh and for most of 
that stretch a long way 
off the front Yet with 
200 metres remaining, 
those ahead of him were 
showing all the signs 
that this particular race 
had been for them a 
bridge too far 

Just as it was someone 
else’s judgement which 
converted Ereng from 
400 to 800 metres, and 
someone else who sent 
that cutting to the 
Kenyan selectors, so it 
was someone else who 
made the gap which let 
him through on the 
inside when lying fifth 
with barely 70 metres to 
go. 

He was still running 
with big 400-metre 
strides while the rest, 
including Cruz whom he 
took in the final dozen 
strides, were finished. 
From 1:44.55 in his 
semi-final and 1:43.45 
in the final was 
characteristic of Africa’s 
domination of the track 
in Seoul. 
lohnRodiia 

Courtny. Tlw Timet, Uxvion 


Right on position on the 
curve before the 
homestretch. Paul 
Ereng easily sprints 
past Joaquim Cruz (in 
front) to take the 800 m 
gold 











ODD SPORTS-5 


DARTS 


D arts is a game of 
throwing skill, in 
which a small, 
pointed missile, or 
dart, is cast at a target. 
The game, generally 
played indoors, de¬ 
veloped in England in 
the 15th century It is 
now played throughout 
the world, but the 
game’s popularity is still 
greatest in England. 
Two players or teams of 
from two to eight may 
play. 

Equipment: Darts 
come in sets of three. 
Made of weighted wood 
or metal, they are about 
5 to 6'Ai inches long, 
pointed at one end of the 
shaft and fletched with 
feathers or plastic fins at 
the other. The dart 
board is made of wood, 
cork, or similar material 
into which the darts can 
penetrate and stick. 


Markings on the face of 
the board may resemble 
a clock or a target, as 
shown in the accom¬ 
panying illustration. 
The board is hung from 
a wall with its center or 
bull’s-eye 5 feet 8 inches 
above the floor. Indoors, 
players throw from a toe 
line 9 feet away. Out¬ 
doors, six foot square 
boards are used, and 
players throw 20 to 30 
feet away. 

Dart Games: Of the 
clock-face games. 
Tournament Darts is the 
most popular. In this 
game, each side throws 
one dart to determine 
first play; thereafter 
each player in turn 
throws three darts. 

Those sticking in the 
bull’s-eye count 50; 
those in the smaller in¬ 
ner circle count 25; and 
those in other sectors 
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score the points indi¬ 
cated on the clock, ex¬ 
cept that darts in the 
double or triple rings 
double or triple the 
count. Game is 201 
points for two players; 
301 for two on each side; 
501 for three of four per 
side; and 1,001 for more. 
Points scored are sub¬ 
tracted from the number 
indicated, so that the 
winner is the side 
reaching exactly zero. 
But the last and winning 
dart must be a double. 
In Round the Clock 
each side aims to make 
numbers 1 to 20, then 
double 20, and bull’s-eye 
in that order. For All 
Fives each score for 
three darts must be di¬ 
visible by five to count. 
In Baseball Darts a 
count is given a corres¬ 
ponding baseball 
play. High Score, played 
on a target face, permits 
scores to accumulate. 
The winner is the first to 
reach 1,000. 
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NATIONAL EVENTS: 

I Football: 8th Jawaharlal 
Nehru Cup International 
tournament, at Goa, 
from Jan. 19 to Feb. 

4. Fixtures for Feb. 

Feb. 1: Poland vs Iraq 
Feb. 2 : India vs USSR 
Feb. 4; Final 
IFA Shield at Calcutta, 
from February 15 onwards. 
Table Tennis: 50th 
national and inter state 
championships at 
Hyderabad, from 5 to 12 
February 

Squash: Invitation Master 
for Men at Bombay, from 
13 to 19 February. Indian 
Open, for men and women, 
at Calcutta from Feb. 27 to 
March 4. 

Calcutta open from 23-26 
February 

Hockey: Senior national 
championships, for the 
Rangaswamy Cup at 
Gwalior, from 8 to 28 
February. 

Judo: 2nd All-India, 
Inter-University 
championships for Men & 
Women at Delhi from 5 to 8 
February. 

Cricket: Ranji trophy 
pre-quarter finals: Punjab 
vs Bengal, at Eden 
Gardens, Calcutta, from 12 
to 15 February. Ranji 
trophy quarter finals, from 
22 to 25 February. Cooch 
Behar, inter-zonal matches 
in Vizyanagram, Andhra 
Pradesh, from 1 to 14 
February. Vizzy trophy at 
Waltair, Andhra Pradesh, 
from 20 to 28 Feb. 
Athletics: National 
inter-state meet at 
Bangalore, from 23 to 26 
February. 54th 
Inter-railway meet, at the 
Karnail Singh stadium 
Delhi from 16 to 18 
February. Delhi marathon 
on February 26. 

Shooting: National 
championship in trap and 
skeet events at the 
Tughlakabad ranges, Delhi 
from 19 to 28 February. 
Basketball: 13th All India 
Advani memorial 


PREVIEW 


tournament, at Malaviya 
Regional Engineering 
College, Jaipur, from 20 to 
24 February 

Women Sports Festival: 

national sports 
championship, for women, 
in 12 events at Ranchi, 
Bihar from 8 to 12 
February. 

INTERNATIONAL 

EVENTS: 

Athletics: European 
Indoor championship, at 
The Hague, Holland on 18 
and 19 February. 
Badminton: Swiss Open 
at Geneva, from February 
15 onwards. 

Boxing: Mike Tyson vs 
Frank Bruno, for the world 
heavyweight title at Las 
Vegas, USA on February 
25. Don Curry vs Rene 
Jacquot, for the WBC 
light-middleweight title at 
Grenoble, France on 
February 11. Lloyd 
Honeyghan vs Marlon 
Starling, for the WBC 
welterweight title on 


February 4. 

Cricket: Australia vs West 
Indies, 5th Test match at 
Adelaide. 

Hockey: Six nation indoor 
tournament, for men and 
women at Lievin, France, 
from March 5 onwards. 
Ice-Hockey: European cup 
finals at Davos, 
Switzerland, from 17 to 19 
February. 

Ice-Skating: World speed 
championships for women 
at Lake Placid, USA on 4 
and 5 February. World 
Speed championships for 
men, at Oslo, Nonvay on 
11 and 12 February. 

Skiing: Biathlon, World 
Cup at Hameenlina, 
Finland, from February 28 
to March 1. 

World Cup men’s downhill 
at Whistler Mountain, 
Canada, on 25 and 26 
February. Nordic world 
championships at Lahti, 
Finland, from 13 to 26 
February. 

Luge: World 
championships at 


Winter^rg, 

pnll anc(l2Febaiwy. 

SvthiniRi^: World Cup 
senea 4 t,^aris, from 3 to 5 
February. World Cup 
series at E. Betip from 9 to 
8 February. World Cup 
series at Bonn, from 10 to 
12 February. World Cup 
series at Gothenburg, on 

14 and 15 Feb. 

Squash: Asian Junior 
championship (under 19 
years) at Bahrein, from 
1-10 February. 

Table Tennis: European 
top twelve at Charleroi, 
Belgium, from 3 to 5 
February. 

Tennis: Davis Cup, world 
group, first round matches, 
from 3 to 5 February. 

WCT finals at Dallas, 

Texas from February 27 to 
March 5. 

Football: Greece vs 
England, friendly 
international on Feb. 8. 
World Cup qualifiers: 
Portugal vs Belgium on 
Feb. 15 (Gr.7), Cyprus vs 
Scotland at Nicosia on Feb. 
8. (Gr. 5), Northern Ireland 
vs Spain at Belfast on Feb. 
8. (Gr. 6) Littlewoods Cup, 
semi finals 1 st legs on Feb. 

15 and second legs on 
Feb. 22. 

TELEVISION: Live telecast 
of final of 8th Jawaharlal 
Nehru Cup. international, 
football tournament on 
February 4, from 3.30 p.m. 
onwards, on the national 
channel. World of Sport, on 
the following Sundays, 5, 

12,19 and 26 February, 
from 3.30 p.m. onwards. 
llADIO: Running 
commentary in Hindi and 
English, of flhal of 8th 
Jawaharlal Nehru Cup, 
international football 
tournament at Goa, on 
February 4, to be 
broadcast by all stations of 
All India Radio. 

Running commentary, in 
Hindi and English of semi 
finals and final of National 
hockey championships, at 
Gwalior. 

CompM by Novy lUpadta 





,* 

I 


. i + 


MWPEB$OMAtlTYI 


^'You c»i^ live 
in the past” 


Says Harry Wilson, well-known international 
coach as he begins a two-year stint of 
_ trai ning I ndian at hletes _ 



T he prime need of 
Indian athletics is 
motivation, according to 
Harry Wilson, the 
celebrated English 
coach, who has been 
engaged by the Sports 
Authority of India on a 
two-year contract to spot 
and tram athletic talent 
in the country. 

Harry Wilson, a 
former athlete himself, 
who took to coaching 
sprinters initially and 
turned his attention to 
coaching middle and 
long distance runners, 
is of the view that more 
than his knowledge in 
the sport, a coach 
needed to motivate the 
athletes under his 
charge This latter 
ability, more than his 
erudition or athletics 
skill, was more 
important in raising the 
athletics’ standards of 
any country. 

Harry Wilson who has 
coached more than 60 
international athletes, 
Steve Ovett and Peter 
Elliott being the 
foremost among them, 
has a high opinion of the 
athletics potential in 
India and is confident 
that after his two-year 
stint which will be 
spread over three 
phases, Indian athletics 
should start looking up. 

“Do not go by my 
credentials, but judge 
me after two years", said 
the weatherbeaten 
coach, talking to 
newsmen. He was 
amazed at some of the 
top athletes having 
made little or no 
progress over four years 
of their career. This 
kind of static state, 
according to him was an 
extreiordinary failing, 
for which the athlete 


Harry Wilson isamuoh 
respected coach in 
international athletic 
circles 
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Steve Ovett: one of the 
great successes of Harry 
Wilson 

was as much to blame as 
the coach training him 
or her 

Repeatedly stressing 
the motivation aspect, 
Wilson said that the 
athlete had to ask 
himself or herself why 
not sufficient progress 
had been made and 
should pester the coach 
seeking reasons and 
remedies. The coach, on 
his part, should provide 
the necessary mental 


stimulus, more than 
looking after the 
physical well-being 
Apparently not much 
had been done in this 
direction, he felt but 
quickly warned against 
brooding over the past 
“You can’t live in the 
past,” he asserted 
“Think of the present 
and the future, and do 
not crib and cavil 
against any system ” 

He, in fact, was most 
impressed with the 
facilities and 
infrastructure available 
in India They compared 


most favourably even 
with what was available 
in a highly sports 
conscious country like 
the U K. He was also 
quick to correct a fallacy 
that Indian athletes 
were not looked after 
well, 

“Most of your athletes 
are well provided for by 
way of employment and 
resources, compared to 
the many British 
athletes who held to 
work overtime in menial 
jobs in order to provide 
facilities for 
themselves”, observed 


Wilson, who was also 
somewhat surprised 
that many Indian 
athletes sent abroad at 
great cost, did not take 
advantage of 
competitions abroad. He 
cited the sad and 
incredible example of 
P.T. Usha and Shiny 
Abraham having gone to 
Europe and returning 
home without taking 
part in competitions. 

Wilson, also referred 
to mistaken priorities in 
Indian Athletics. There 
was no point in taking 
part in prestigious 
meets like the World 
cross country meets and 
finishing last among the 
competitors. On the 
contrary,Indian 
athletics should go and 
participate in lesser 
known meets in places 
like Spam and Portugal, 
where they were bound 
to do well. It is only such 

kind of success which 
can add to your 
motivation, he feels 

Wilson feels that the 
standard of men’s 
athletics m India is 
much higher than that 
of women, a fact lost 
sight of because of a 
misguided assessment 
of performances in the 
Asian level 

He made a passing 
reference to the static 
standard of even an 
athlete like Shiny 
Abraham over four 
years and the failure of 
Usha to record progress 
after Los Angeles, even 
though in a depleted 
field 

Wilson will currently 
engage himself in a 
two-week programme of 
assessment. His second 
phase of training will be 
111 March-April next 
year and finally in 
September-October next 
year, just prior to the 
Asian Track and Field 
meet in Delhi. 
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The Second 
Innings 


By Moti Nandy 


SaroJ did not quite 
lijte Bbabani when he 
and Roaa went to 
meet him at Shank¬ 
ar’S hotel. SaroJ did 
not like the way Bha- 
bani was looking’ at 
Roea. 

Bhabani did not eay 
hi, when SaroJ intro¬ 
duced Roea. Jnetead, 
he nodded, taking a 
hard look at her, hie 
face breaking into 
a lazy smile, his 
eyes travelling all ab¬ 
out Roea. 

Then they talked 
for some time, 
though SaroJ felt his 
mind was drifting 
elsewhere. SaroJ de¬ 
cided he must not 
waste his time. He 
would rather do a 
story. On Bhabani. 

! He remembered 
Shankar had prom¬ 
ised to give him all 
j the details Shankar 
was Bhabanj's closest 
j friend. And as Roaa 
j and Bhabani got into 
a conversation, SaroJ 
j and Shankar went to 

I the other room. 

1 

I About an hour la¬ 
ter. when SaroJ re¬ 
turned to Bhabani's 
room. he was 
shocked. 




W HEN Saroj had 
left the room, 
along with 
Shankar, Rosa 
was sitting in a chair, 
opposite Bhabani. Now 
they were together in 
the same sofa, Bhabani 
whispering something 
to her, making her 
gJggle. 

Saroj noticed the thin 
film of smoke hovering 
across them, and also 
Bhabani’s fingers that 
were gently stroking 
Rosa’s hair Bhabani 
was smoking, Rosa too, 
and the room was filled 
with a smell that Saroj 
had not known before. 

Saroj felt outraged He 
thought he would just 
drag Rosa from the sofa 
and take her straight 
back to Bina Instead, he 
listened to the 
conversation 

"You know, they put 
up a notice in our 
college, listing the 
things that are 
prohibited,” Rosa said, 
laughing, “Smoking 
was on top of the list ’’ 
"Why, you used to 
smoke inside the class 
itself?” Bhabani asked, 
with amusement in his 
voice, “And you must 
have been the ring 
leader Am I right?" 

’Oh no, not really," 
Rosa replied, shyly, “but 
1 was in the gang," now 
a note of pride ringing 
in her tone Saroj felt the 
gust of anger that was 


now about to overwhelm 
him. He fought to 
control it, without 
knowing that 
something worse was 
still in store for him. 

“Once we even smoked 
a little grass,” Rosa 
exploded her bombshell 


in the room. Saroj could 
not believe his ears. 

“Impossible, you must 
be kidding,” said 
Bhabani, feigning 
disbelief, while 
exchanging a quick, 
almost conspiratorial 
glance with Shankar. 

It was much later that 
Saroj realised why that 
shadow of conspiracy 
was there in their eves. 

Saroj was tired when 
he returned to his room; 
he had to walk all the 
way back, after a late 
and heavy lunch that 
Bhabani took care of. He 
prepared to sleep and as 
he went to bed, he 
thought of Rosa once 
again. After lunch Roka 






told him apologretioally shoulders It was as late as 8.30 “Ip Rosa there? SaroJ," 

that she would not be overshadowing her. in the evening when the she asked, without an 

able to give him a lift Rosa had kicked the phone rang shattering introduction, 

back to his guest house. engine to life, waved at thephill and the silence “No, she’s gone; she 

Instead, she would give Saroj, and then in Saroj’s room. Saroj should have been back 

Bhabarii a lift to his disappeared into the realised he had by now,” said Saroj, 

hotel. And Saroj evening traffic. Saroj overslept, looking at his wiping his face and 

remembered the scene: could remember he saw watch, as he rushed to neck, almost as if to 

Bhabani sitting on the Bhabani embrace Rosa’s answer the call. wake hie senses up. 

pillion seat on Rosa’s waist from behind.Hedid It was Bina. She was “No she hasn’t,” Bina 

scooter, his broad not quite approve it. worried. replied, “And it’s too late 





for a g-irl to be still out in 

I r^elbi ” 

} "But she went with 
Bhabani; she said she 
would drop him at his 
hotel and go straight 
back home,” Saroj said 
in one long breath. 

“How did she meet 
Bhabani, she was 
supposed to go to meet 
you?” Bina inquired now 
totally puzzled 
“Oh, that's a long 
story. Now, tell me, have 
you told Mr Rao*^” Saroj 
asked, now worried 
about Rosa, “I can’t do 
much about it in Delhi. 
I’m a stranger here ” 
“What’s the use telling 
Mr Rao; it’s he who has 
spoilt Rosa,” Bina 
boomed through the 
phone, “I’m going to 
take this up with him 
very seriously I’ve been 
warning him ever 
since. ” Bina was 
almost on the verge of 
tears 

Bina hung up, 
abruptly For one long 
moment, Saroj stared at 
the receiver thinking 
once again of that scene 
in front of Taj Palace. 
Rosa and Bhabani on the 
bike, Bhabani's arms 
wrapped around Rosa’s 
waist in a close embrace. 

How could they get so 
friendly, so close so fast, 

I Saroj wondered How 
could Rosa like him so 
: much? Rosa is well 
groomed, well 
! educated—quite 
; sophisticate too. And 
Bhabani. Half educated, 
coarse, almost rustic, 

j Perhaps, that was it, 
Saroj reckoned. 

Perhaps, it was that 
u nsophisticated, 
unpolished masculinity 
that attracted girls 
towards Bhabani, 
kindling their secret, 
faminine passions But 
then suddenly Saroj 
suspected himself He 
was not sure if he was 


envying Bhabani. Then 
he thought of himself 
and Bina, as they were, 
18 years ago. Didn’t it 
happened to them the 
same way as it was 

happening to Rosa and 
Bhabani now? Maybe, it 
took them a little longer. 
Yes, perhaps a few 
weeks But then, times 
had changed and today’s 
kids were fast, Saroj 
reasoned with himself. 
At ten, Saroj went to 
bed 

The next morning 
Saroj went to see the 
nets. Bina had not called 
up again Rosa must 
have returned, Saroj 
guessed. But then Bina 
should have informed 
him, she knew Saroj was 
worried. How 
irresponsible she is, and 
her daughter And now 
standing near the press 
box Saroj felt a growing, 
almost irresistible 
anger. 

And then he saw Rosa, 
at the pavilion gate, and 
that unmistakable tall, 
handsome figure next to 
her. Bhabani was 
I talking to Rosa, 
preparing to go out to 
; bat. Rosa was helping 
him to wear the gloves. 

In a flash the thought 
struck him, a vicious, 
villainous thought 
Saroj was sure his 
j photographer would be 
somewhere around Yes, 
he was there, near the 
nets. Slowly, he walked 
up to him, and then a 
bold stalky man 
stealthily set about his 
job. 

In the evening, Saroj 
sent a message to his 
office; ‘keep space for a 
hot story on Bhabani, 
with pictures. 
Sensational stuff. 
Regards. ’ They called 
I him ’misfit’. Old school 
journalist. Well, now 
they would have to take 
their hats off to him. 


Saroj rushed back to his 
room, anxious to finish 
his copy. 

S AROJ got another 
story in the evening. 
Delhi was freezing, but . 
Saroj braved the chill to 
have dinner at 
Connaught place. His 
copy was ready. Ram 
Kumar, his 
photographer, had 
phoned to say the 
photographs were 
excellent. Saroj was 
happy, so he ventured 
out into the cold, and 
started walking towards 
the glittering heartland 
of Delhi 


Saroj had almost 
finished his dinner, 
when someone tapped 
him on the back at one of 
Delhi’s posh 
restaurants. A guy in a 
crisp evening suit, 
looking smart. 

Saroj remembered him 
instantly K was the guy 
Bina and Sujatha had 
planned to humiliate. 

My god, he hadn’t 
changed much, Saroj 
thought looking up to ^ 
his handsome face. 

“My name is Jyotish,” 
the guy identified 
himself. “Bina must 
have told you about me.” 

“Oh, yes, but that’s 
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long^ ago” Saroj replied, 
getting up to greet him, 
“Come to Delhi on 
business?” 

“Oh no, I am posted 
here. I’m in UBI, branch 
manager,” Jyotish said, 
hesitating to sit. 

“Please sit,” Saroj 
showed him the chair, 
“feels good to see people 
from the college days”. 

“Yeah, quite a few of 
my classmates are here 
inDelhi I think I’m 
lucky. We don’t feel 
lonely at all, especially 


after I met Bina one day 
at the Palika Bazar. My 
god, I was so surprised 
to see her. She had just 
disappeared—all of a 
sudden, you know, just 
when we were preparing 
for the final exam. She 
was quite a bright 
student. No one knew 
what happened to her,” 
Jyotish said in one long 
breath. 

Neither did Saroj, the 
man who was closest to 
her She had just 


evaporated, and the last 
image that remained 
etched in Saroj’s mind 
was Btna rushing out of 
his room her face hidden 
in her saree Saroj knew 
that was the worst day 
in Bina’s life. 

“I think you also were 
quite surprised to see 
Bina after so long. I’ve 
heard all about it.. you 
and Bina travelling in 
the same compartment. 
“So.you keep in touch 
Bina'^” Saroj asked. 

“Oh yes, my wife and 
Bina have become pretty 
good friends now We 
often drop in to see Bina, 
her daughter and Mr 
Rao, Bina’s husband Oh 
what a gem of a person 
he IS,” Jyotish went on 
non-stop, "they got 
married in Madras Of 
course, they must have 
been going steady for 
some time ” 

Saroj’s mind was 
racing now That meant 
Bina was going steady 
with this Mr Rao, when 
she had her brief, 
torried affair with him 
Saroj could feel the gall 
that was now rising in 
his throat So Bina had 
cheated him, 

Saroj wanted to know 
more about Bina, what i 
happened to her, what i 
happened to the baby | 
she said she was ! 

carry*ng*^ But Jyotish 
changed the topic, 
abruptly 

“Well, I saw that I 

report about Raminder j 
hitting you in Kanpur. I 
read it in a Bengali I 

paper; I was in Calcutta | 
around that time,” 

Jyotish continued to 
talk to an unmindful 
Saroj. “ I think it’s just 
despair, frustration. 

What a traumatic 
experience he had been 
through. Thank god, it’s 
over now, his wife, at 
least, has come back. ” 

This was news, Saroj 


was alert. But he opted 
not to ask any question; 
he knew a guy like 
Jyotish would need no 
prodding. 

Jyotish told him the 
whole story, just as he 
had heard from his wife 
who was a friend of 
Raminder’s cousin. 

“They all thought that 
Raminder would react 
violently to see her back 
at home, ” Jyotish 
continued, “beat her up, 
lock her in a room But 
he didn’t he just broke 
down...in tears. Sheila 
too, Raminder’s wife. It’s 
just misunderstanding 
that caused all this, you 
know, actually they 
loved each other Truely 

“True story, is if^”, 

Saroj asked, his voice 
sounding hard, 
professional 

“Oh yes, absolutely,” 
Jyotish said, unaware of 
what was going on in 
Saroj’s mind 

And half an hour 
later, when Jyotish | 

dropped him in front of 
his guest house, Saroj 
was happy again Two 
scoops in one day. Now 
he would be king Story | 

number I 

one—Raminder’s wife i 

had returned. Story ! 

number two—Bhabani 
going around with 
Rosa Rosa not 
returning home last j 

night Journalism, eh? | 

Saroj laughed quietly, j 

walking down the j 

darkened corridor i 

Where is his key*^ Has he 
left it at the reception? 

He searched in his 
pocket Oh no it’s here. 
Saroj took the key out, 
put it into the hole, 
hearing the phone 
ringing away inside his 
room 

He knew Bina was 
calling. He knew why. 

(To be continuBd) 

Adaiitedby 
Suprakath GHoshal 
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ARADHNA REDDY 

Quiet, calm 
and talented 

AN UNUSUAL PROFILE OF 
A YOUNG CHAMPION 


S HE loves tennis 
and Gabriela 
Sabatmi She 
works hard at her 
i game and with 
i intelligent coaching, 

I dedication and 
encouragement, could 
possibly even make it to 
the international level 
someday. 

But Aradhna Reddy, 
the National under-14 
champion from Tamil 
Nadu is realising that 
talent Itself is often not 
enough. 

Her first major match 
outside Madras was in 
the 1987 Bombay 
Hardcourt under-12 
tournament, where she 
wasasemi-finalist. She 
was, soon after, also a 
semi-finalist at the 
Maharashtra State 
Championships. 

And then came her 
moment of triumph, 
winning the sub-junior 
nationals at Lucknow 
1988 began 

promisingly for li’l Miss 
Reddy. She was a 
finalist at the Bombay 
Hardcourt, 

Maharashtra State and 
Delhi Championshipis, 
and won the under-14 
title at the Haryana 
State Championships. A 
girl of quiet, calm 
temperament, she was 
significantly, also 
honoured with the best 
I court behaviour award 
I at the Maharashtra 
j tourney 

Aradhna Reddy is 
I talented But her 
problem is the dearth of 
necessary coaching and 
encouragement Some 
cities in India do have 
tennis schools, but 
individual tutorage is 
almost negligible 
"Good or bad, 
everyone is coached in 
an equal way What we 
parents want is that 
they pick up the best 
boys and girls and give 


them extra coaching” 
says Aradhna ’a 
mother. Mrs Bharathi 
Reddy 

The cost-factor too is 
another very important 
consideration. Air-travel 
is out of the question for 
most of the players, 
especially when they 
want to play the entire 
circuit. Some 
tournament organisers 
provide second-class 
fare to the competitors. 


but such travel is 
strenuous and 
time-consuming. There 
18 usually no provision 
for accommodation 
either, and so the cost of 
playing in a 
Metropolitan city 
(taking into 

consideration all related 
factors) could work to 
Rs 10 000 
Encouragement is 
another factor, vital in 
development of a player. 


But the press coverage is 
often very meagre, and 
as it once happened with 
Aradhna—very unfair. 

On the final day of 
1988 Delhi 
Championships, five 
matches were to be 
played, including the 
under-14 final between 
Aradhna and V. Arathi. 
Their match vvas a 
virtual battle of attrition 
and out-lasted the other 
four matches, which 
ended in pierfunctory 
fashion. 

Aradhna finally lost to 
Arathi in a tough three 
setter—3-6, 6-2, 4-6. The 
next day The Hindu 
categorically stated that 
thf under-14 final was 
the poorest. Said an 
infuriatedMiss Reddy, 
"There were only two 
spectators for the match 
(Arathi’s mother and the 
author). Where was the 
journalist anyway?” 

In this context, it 
would be worthwhile 
mentioning that the 
publicity and coverage 
given to the men’s/boy's 
events by the media is 
much more than what is 
given to the 
girl’s/women’s events. 
The distribution of prize 
money too is grossly 
unequal. For example, 
at the Western India 
Championships 
conducted by the 
MSLTA, Rs 31,000 was 
allotted for the men’s 
singles event, whereas 
for the women’s it was 
just Rs 8,600—not even 
one-third of the fbrmer 
amount. 

Which is why when 
someone as ybipig and 
as skilful as Aradhna 
Reddynmanages to stick 
it out, the wonder is that 
she has actually had the 
fortitude to do so. And 
without much, help 
either. 

R.V.AiHmdha 

(Tlw 17 year oU author ii ■ olBU XI 

ttudem at Ashok Han Nttool. CSi^) 
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r&2or blaile...it just effortlessly slices up his opponents. Last 
fortnig^ht* he sh^owed no nier^ to his sparring partner Amos 
Mansdoxlin the^ New Zealand Open final, winning easily 6-4, 
6-Q^, It was a highly creditoble tournament win and hopefully he 
can reproduce the same fmmi in the Australian Open 





TENNIS INDEX 


Jimmy ConiiOTr career goal befoi^ ]9epciinlti|B^a V. 
pix) tennis player; to beadefeiuii»l|ii«vj^'' 

HowPtttrPit^yffy,5r,,lkesecfH^^4ht€te9hf 
Tennis AsioekithH before de/ectbigkfAuipv^^pIt^, 


high-^UtyruckHiHesMOuirfm^it^. \ . 

Pro etar who believes 12*year-<dtjl'f'eter ; 
Petrovsky's backhand is etrongie^ than Ids own' 
wee at the ume age: Ivan Lendl 

Filler tiiat Pom ShrlversaW^spent more tinupat^ 

aiakeopoHthantheresntftkefirlir€ombinetP\'Ant^ 

Temeseari 

Average world singles rankis^of the top id 
men’s doubles players in theC^tober 91.1988 
ATP Computer Rankhjgfs; 75 

Average world singles roiOu^ ((fate top 0wm0«^$ 
doubles players in Ike November 7,1988 WltACemom 
UtmkiHgs:!! 

Main reason why current International 'Cmnle.' 
Fbdsration President I%ilippe^iatiier^«r... 

tbioe^ime member (tf the Fmmh IMiTie 
was zmver selected to iday a Cup mid^; fie 
suffered from “had neryss.'* \. 

What Ole male tour pk^yeeretdlMa^^Naveig^)» 
because of the Ugbiy vUbk blood vessels on her tmssctder. 
forearms: "Tlw Vein*’ 

What Pu Yi^the Last Emperor c^Chlnkt^^pii;^ 
as a puppet bv«rlord in Japanese<oocu|^ 
Manohurla during War Q. waa doing edmi 

dethroned by Chinese guerillas: playihgr tnatds' ; ; 

Wkal^n-presidetaRiehardNijfonprestniedlen 
bemused Stem SadOt when hean4the rest of Ole ehuatidmt. 
UJS.DavisCup teem visitef du White House: sm . 
engraved ga^ baa ^ 

Number of rackets Ivan Lepdl uass everpiyear; 
laotoieo . . ^ 

What mysterious silent CNiibirisla $abati^ r 

did when her father a^^M hi^whc^ wasgoing 
through hefhead befc^amatch:^wr^plisdin ' 
the form <rfalatter thatev snfeig . ^ f 

HowaSeoidnewspegeradslaiutdyej^lained^iiBhelk 
ReggPs stunnii^I^dt upsm'oHeChrioMvah^ r 
the OfyrnpieGaamtSlu testedpostOvefie drimt:: v 


Most memorable people for Chris Evert: Margaret 
Thatcher and Princess Diana 








*1 have BO condition, no 
feeling with tha ball. I’m 
not happy with the way 
I'm playing. I feel 
ineiitallytlre(l...rve 
played IS weeks in a 
row, jumping from plane 
to plane. I knew one day 

I would be _ 

tired"—Henri Leconte, 
(sixth seed) after his 
6-4,6-3,6«2 first round 
toss to Swede Jan 
fiunnarsson in the 
Australian Open _ 

J 


AUSTRALIAN OPEN 


m^laiider Crashes Out! 


Mats Wilander, Yannick Noah, Henri Leconte, Jakob 
Hlasek.. .the list of upsets is getting longer 


L ast year, when 
the Australian 
Open finally 
shifted from 
Kooyong to the 
futuristic and 
magnificent center at 
Flinders Park there was 
not a single murmur of 
discontent from player 
or official. For once 
everyone was happy. 

This year, one 
particular people have 
reason to be 
annoyed.. not with the 
Open really, but with 
themselves. They are the 
French. In the first two 
days of the Open itself 
three Frenchmen (two of 
them seeded high) were 
given perfunctory 
lessons on the Rebound 
Ace surface and 
brusquely told to go 
home. The French 
emblem, the rooster, had 
been throttled. 

Leconte, the No. 8 seed 
who is overweight and 
becoming increasingly 
flashy without effect, 
was thrashed by 
relatively unknown Jan 
Gunnarsson.. whose 
only real claim to fame, 
so far, is his Swedish 
passport. 

Yannick Noah, who 
seems unable to shed his 
playboy image, was 
unsettled by the 
tenacious play of upstart 
Australian Mark 
Woodforde and lost in 
five exhausting sets 4-6, 
7-6, 2-0, 7-6. 4-6. 

Noah, the eighth seed, 
has alternately 
confessed to desire for 
wine, women and 




I STOP PRESS; I 

Ramesh Krishnan 
defeats Wilander! 

Ramesh Krishnan, India's leading tennis player, 
proved that his New Zealand Open win was no fluke 
when he beat the top seed and world No. 1 
]4ats Wilander in straight sets in the second rormd 
of the Australian Open tennis championships, 
krishnan won 6-3, 6-2, 7-6. 


nicotine and a need for 
discipline. Woodforde, 
bristling and 
comfortable in an 
atmosphere of popping 
bear cans, proved that 
Noah has yet to find the 
right balance. 

Mark Katzman then 
provided a moment for 
thinkers who believe 
there is no such thing as 
‘coincidence’. Apart 
from sharing both a first 
name and a country 
with Woodforde, 
Kratzman is also an 
elegant left handed 
player in the Rod Laver 
mould If these 
similarities do not 
suffice as coincidence, 
perhaps they did when 
Kratzman too took on a 
higher ranked 
Frenchman than him, 
Guy Forget, and limited 
him to playing only in 
the doubles tournament. 

Kratzman, who had 
an enviable reputation 
as a junior, has made 
httle progress since, but 
at least the Australians 
can now boast of 
superior talent than the 
stumbling French. 

W hile the French 
wallowed in 
mediocrity, the other 
top-ranked players went 
about their preliminary 
matches with differing 
degrees of ease 
Wilander struggled; 
eventually scraping past 
fellow-Swede Tobias 
Sventsson in five sets. 
McEnroe hiccupped; 
giving Michael 
Westphal a set. So did 



Edberff: American 
Roffcr Smith taking a 
get off him And Lendl 
romped; blasting 
Alexander Mronz 
If the men’s top seed 
gave himself a scare, his 
ladies’ counterpart just 
carried on from where 
she had left off the 
previous year Steffi 
Grafs 6-0, 6-0 

Noah Is yet to find the 
right balance 



APARTHEID PROTEST 

A ustralia, as it is now evident^ has a rather 
strong anti-apartheid lothy. And tb^ pro¬ 
testors, taking full advantage of the country's 
fondness for sport, organise their demonstrations 
to ooincide with nu^or tournaments. 

Last week, at the Australian Open, protestors 
disrupted a match between South Aftjcan Neil 
Broad and Cyril Suk by walking on court. Ihey 
were immediately escorted off court. The protes¬ 
tors carried banners with which read “Free Mande¬ 
la’, referring to the jailed South Aftican leader, 
and also argued the presence of South Aftican 
players at the Opm. 

'The spectators, perhaps, were not surprised as 
there was a similar protest at the Open last year. 
Premising non-violenoe, the protestors had s^ck 
a deal with the Open organisers and were allowed 
to demonstrate peacefully before leaving. Upset by 
Pat Cash’s appearance at the South Aftrican Open 
last summer, they had thrown a few black tennis 
baU onto court too. 

These protests are not limited to tennis only. A 
few weeks prior to the Open, the antirapartheid 
supporters appeared at the AtistraUa-West Indies 
Te^ cricket match to protest against the inclusion 
of ‘t^bel’ player Terry Alderman in the Australian 
team. Alderman, if you remember, had served his 
ban and was considered eligible for selection 
again. 








championship. Made in 
South Korea, the Nassau 
balls—the same as those 
were used for the Seoul 
Olympic Games—aren’t 
too popular among the 
players.* And they aren’t 
mincing any words 
about it either. Lendl, in 
typical stoic fashion was 
to-the-point. “The balls 
are bad. 'They are very 
inconsistent. Sometimes 
they bounce fine, but 
other times they skid”, 
he said. Third seed Boris 
Becker was more 
perceptive. While 
complaining about the 
balls, he put down their 
irregular bounce to their 
reaction to the weather 
conditions. “When it’s 
hot they are much 
quicker,” he said while 
pointing out that “when 
it’s cold, they are heavy 
and slow” 

Apartfteid protests, 
sub-standard balls, 
gritty out aiders... the 
winner’s got a rough 
ride ahead. 

A Corretpondent 








TIONAL SQU 


The Prodigious Ezra 


O NLY a player who 
IS uncommonly 
gifted can wm the 
senior national 
title when is still the 
junior national 
champion And 
17-year-old Adrian Ezra 
18 undoubtedly the most 
prodigiously talented 
youngster in Indian 
squash today. That it 
would only be a matter 
of time before the 


Sydenhams College 
student graduated into 
the major league was 
evident for the past one 
year 

He had after all 
defeated the reigning 
national champion 
Meherwan Daruwalla m 
the Western India 
Championships last 
year. Still it was a bit of a 
surprise when he beat 
Daruwalla again in the 


! final of the 35th 
National Squash 
Championships, 


sponsored by TI Cycles 


and conducted at the 


Madras Cricket Club 


courts recently. For all 


his natural talent not 


many would have 


expected him to make 


the transition at such an 


early age. 


And yet, on the 


evidence of play seen in 


the nationals till the 
final, his victory did not 
come as a surprise. Such 


was his commanding 


display, his control over 
his strokes, !^is agility 


on court that he did not 


drop even a single game 


on his way to the final. 


Daruwalla on the other 


hand had been given a 


tough fight by his 


Maharashtra teammate 


Darius Pandole. Their 


A drian Ezra I n action (bottom left) and he proudly displays his trophy 



























Lata TaJwar congratulates Bhuvaneswari Kumari 


semi-final encounter 
I lasted 75 minutes before 
Daruwalla edged out 
Pandole 9-4, 6-9, 9-5, 

1-9, 9-5. 

When Paruwalla took 
the first game 9-3 in the 
final all seemed set for 
his lease on the trophy 
being extended for a 
sixth year. Ezra 
however took the second 
game after a keen 
tu8ssle-9-7. A 
fluctuating third game 
saw Ezra convert a 3-5 
deficit to a 9-5 victory. 
Surprisingly, there was 
no light left in 
Daruwalla thereafter 
and the champion soon 
became the ex-champion 
as he succumbed in the 
fourth game without j 

taking a point. j 


That Ezra is the best 
thing to happen to 
Indian squash in a long 
time is obvious. But with 
the disparity between 
Indian squash and 
international squash so 
much, what does the 
future hold for him*? He 
may continue to win the 
national title for some 
more years but sure that 
IS hardly deserving of 
his talent and class. 

Ezra has all the gifts and 
skill but he will have to 
play abroad if he is to do 
full justice to those 
qualities. 

However, if Ezra was 
able to put a halt to 
Daru walla’s supreemacy 
there was no one to stop 
Bhuvaneswari Kumari 
in the women’s event. 

The tall, strongly-built 


after the women’s final 

Delhi player won the 
title for the 13th year in 
a row. In the semifinals, 
she swept past Honey 
Sharma of Delhi in 
straight games, 9-5, 5-9, 
6-9 in 30 minutes A 
disheartening aspect of 
the women’s event was 
that there were just fjve 
entries, since there were 
many drop outs at the 
last moment. There were 
drop outs in the men’s 
event too but at least 50 
of the originally 
confirmed 64 entrants 
participated. 

The inter-state team 
championship which 
followed the individual 
event was highlighted 
by a fine performance by 
the holders. Services. 

Few would have given 
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The Services team which won the inter state championship 


the much chance of 
beating Maharashtra m 
the final After all, the 
Western State had in 
their ranks, Daruwalla, 
K/a a and Pandole 
In the individual 
events, the services' 
players had generally 
been at the receiving end 
while meeting players 
from Maharashtra And 
yet displaying fine 
teamwork Services 
retained the Field 
Marshal Sam 
Manekshaw Trophy, 
scoring a thrilling 3-1 


victory over their hotly i 
fancied rivals 
Maharashtra started 
on a confident note with 
Pandole easily defeating 
Raj Manchanda Arjan 
Sirigh levelled matters 
for Services beating D. 
Malam in five games, 
after being down 1-2. 

This was followed by the 
first surprise result with 
Ravinder Malik getting 
the better of Ezra. The 
new crowned champion 
had defeated Malik 9-1, 
9-4, 9-4 in the semifinal 
of the individual event a 


I week earlier. But in the 
team event Malik was a 
transformed player and 
won in five games to put 
Services ahead by two 
matches to one 
Then came the second 
surprise result of the 
encounter with Narjit 
Singh getting the better 
of Daruwalla. Narjit 
Singh had lost to 
Pandole in the 
quarter-final of the 
individual event but he 
raised the level of his 
game to surprise 
Daruwalla in five games 


and clinch the issue for 
services. 

Eight teams,Ser vices 
‘A’ and ‘B’, Tamil Nadu, 
Haryana, Gujarat'and 
Maharashtra took part 
in the event. 

A new champion was 
crowned in the veterans 
event with former 
Indian’hockey 
goalkeeper Munir Sait, 
now into serious 
squash, outplaying 
second seeded M. 
Welinger of Bombay 9-4, 
9-2, 9-2 in the final. 
Psrtab Ramchand 
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PERSONALITY 




Otie-L^ged 

Marathon Man 


T o finish 627th in 
the world famous 
New York 
marathon may not 
I sound like a great 
I achievement. 

I It is, when you are 
i aged 50, only have one 
I leg and complete the 
i 26-mile (41,8km) course 
i on crutches, 
i That is exactly what 
I Britisher Brian 
I Cleaver did, raising 
j more than £500 for 
I charity. 

I Then just three days 

' later Brian, who was the 
j first man ever to 
I complete the London 
j Marathon on crutches, 

I won the 1988 British 
j Man of the Year award. 

At the presentation at 
I the plush Hilton Hotel 
: on London’s Park Lane, 
j Brian, of Wednesbury, 

I West Midlands, said: “It 
! is a great honour to wnn 
this award, but I really 
don’t feel different from 
anyone else.” 

“I love to run and 
when I go out I set 
myself a goal,only a bolt 
t oflightning will stop 
^ me. I’m like a machine, 

I Ijust won’t give in. 
"Obviously I go 
through a lot of 
pain—my arms rub so 
much on the crutches 
that they’re like 
sandpaper. But running 
gets me on such a high 
that there’s nothing to 
compare with it. 

"Also, it’s my way of 
helping other people by 
raising money thi ough 
sponsorship. Al’ of us 
taJke so much cut of life 



without putting 
anything back. This is 
my contribution to life.” 

Brian, who only 
started running four 
years ago, first gpot the 
idea after he came close 
to death in a work 
accident. 

He recalls: "I ran 
myself over with a 
tractor, ii\juring myself 
quite badly. I perforated 
my lungs, broke a 
couple of ribs and my 


"Now I realise the 
important things 
in iife and I’m 
determined to do 
ali I can to heip as 
many peopie as I 
can. Life is for 
iiving<-end I’m 
going to live it to 
the full” 


Brian Cleaver with his 
wife 


collarbone. 

“The doctors said I 
was lucky to survive and 
from then on I decided to 
something useful and 
live every day to the full. 

"I realised there was 
something I was 
destined to do, and 
although I’m not 
particularly religious, I 
discovered my way of 
helping people was 
through running 
marathons and raising 
money.” 

To date Brian has run 
17 half marathons (13 
mile8/20.9km) and two 
full marathons in 
London and New York. 

His biggest supporter 
is his wife Barbara who 
is always to be found on 
the sidelines cheering 
him on. She says “I 
think he.is absolutely 
amazing I know there 
are people who look at 
him and say, ‘You can’t 
run marathons—you’re 
disabled ’ But many 
able-bodied people have 
far more problems than 
Brian does.” 

Brian lost his right leg 
when he was just three 
years old. He had been 
playing in a field with 
friends when he fell and 
cut himself on some 
glass. He explains: “It 
didn’t seem that bad—we 
went to the hospital on 
the bus. The woimd was 
dressed but just 24 
hours later gangrene 
and septicaemia set in 





Brian working at his 
factory 


and I had to be rushed 
back to hospital to have . 
my leg amputated ” 
"Because it happened 
when I was so young. 
I’ve never really missed 
my leg. It would be 
j much worse if it had 
I happened when I was 
I older It’s just 
i something I’ve grown 
up with ’’ 

Brian enjoyed a near 
normal childhood, 
refusing to let his 
disability affect him He 
says “1 really enjoyed 
sports at school, which 
many people might find 
strange But I was 
determined to do well 
and played football with 
the lads and went 


swimming. ” 

Brian is the first to 
admit his scho61 
academic record left a lot 
to be desired But when 
he left school he vowed 
to get more 
qualifications and 
enrolled at college to 
study metallurgy. 

And he had no 
problems finding a job. 
He says: “I found a job 
straightaway with a 
man who trained me as a 
metallurgical chemist 

“But it’s true that if 
you only have one leg or 
are disabled in any way 
you have to be that little 
bit better or try that bit 
harder to prove that you 
can do it.’’ 

It was by chance that 
Brian discovered his 
new sporting interest 
when he decided to get 
himself fit for a 


I love to run and 
when I go out I set 
myself a 
goal—only a bolt 
of lightning will 
stop me. Tm like a 
machine, I just 
won’t give in. 


long-awaited holiday 
abroad 

He says “It was then 
that I first started 
running That was two 
years since I had my 
accident and I had been 
trying to think of 
something I could do. 
Suddenly everything 
began to come together. 

“I started off with a 
five mile (8km) 
run—and that was so 
hard! My arms ended up 


like raw meat, but it 
didn’t put me off. Just a 
few weeks later I did a 
ten-mile rvui followed by 
a half marathon.” 

Wife Barbara is totally 
committed to helping 
Brian in his marathon 
fund-raising. As well as 
cheering him on from 
the sidelines she jogs, 
swims and even trains in 
the local gym with him. 
Everything, in fact, 
except marathon 
running. 

She says: “I have 
absolutely no intention 
of starting to run 
marathons. I don’t mind 
jogging, but that’s as far 

as it goes! 

"1 worked out once 
that in every marathon' 
Brian takes 44,000 steps 
and lifts the equivalent 
of 12 Vs tons every hour. 
It’s hardly surprising 
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his arm muscles are so 
well developed!” 

So far Brian has raised 
£500 for the world 
famous Hungarian Peto 
Institute for youngsters 
with cerebral palsy. 

And what are his 
remaining ambitions? 

He says: "I would love to 




imn in the Tokyo 
marathon, but other 
than that I don’t really 
have any burning 
ambition. All I want is to 
be happy and to make 
other people happy. 

“After my accident 
and coming close to 
death everything in my 
life changed. Now I 
realise the important 
things in life I’m 
determined to do all I 
can to help as many 
people as I can. Life is 
for living—and I’m 
going to live it to the 
full.” 

ASIA FEATURES 
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WORLD OF SOCCER 


K enny daloush 

is facing a crisis. 
As manager of Liver¬ 
pool he is now faced 
with a horrendous 
task. His team, Liver¬ 
pool, are sdready nine 
points behind Arsenal 
in the league cham¬ 
pionship as they go 
into the second half of 
the season. 

Liverpool, however, 
are still one point 
ahead of United and 
that is the only com- 
forting aspect of 
Liverpool’s campaign 
in the championship 
so far. As manager 
Dalglish himself 
says, "United are only 
a point behind us 


Dalglish in. crisis 


now. If they are still a 
point behind us at the 
end of May, I’ll be de- 
Ughted." 

But palglish is 
quite sure what is pla¬ 
guing his team, hold¬ 
ing it back ftrom the 
success it was sup¬ 
posed to enjoy on its 
league run. Dalglish 
thinks there is a lack 
of teamwork among 
his boys. The squad is 
not really performing 
like a well-oiled 
machine. There is a 
lack of coordination 
which is preventing 
the collective talent of 
the side having its 
full impact on per¬ 
formance. 


Dalglish sa^: "It’s 
all about coUeotive in^ 
volvement and that’s 
what we have got .to 
get right,” 

And that largely de¬ 
pends on how Dalg¬ 
lish can motivate boys 
and cement the gaps 
in the Liverpool 
ranks. Talent must be 
channelled in the 
right direction and 
Dalglish must ensure 
that Liverpool’s star 
players can under¬ 
stand each other’s 
game better and de¬ 
velop a kind of team- 
spirit that would pro¬ 
vide the necessary 
momentum to break 
through. 



Towards greener 
pastures 


Y et anottii^ Soviet 
soccer celebrity 
has migrated to 
greener pastures. 
Sergei Baltacha. 
According to reports 
received from Mos¬ 
cow, Baltacha has 
been transferred to 
Ipswich in a £150,000 
deal. 

Moreover, Ipswich 
might also pursue an 
earlier reported in¬ 
terest in Baltacha’s 
club and national 
team-mate Vladimir 
Besonov. Meanwhile, 
the Ipswich manager 
informs, “He says a 
little German, besides 
Russian; he seems 
quick-witted. He 
thinks he can quickly 
pick up enough En¬ 
glish to see him 
through.” 


The Bayern 
comeback 


B ayern Munich 

staged a spectaou- 
laur comeback to beat 
Intemazionale 3-1 in 
Milan, and thus 
reached the UEFA 
Cup (Juartetr ChuOs on 
the away goaks rules 
(3-3 aggregate). 
Bayern’s three goals 
oai&e within a six inl- 
nute in the first 
half—slgnifloanUF, 
perhags. after tih^' 
<dd 8^ Audy Bnlhicas 
is forced by iz^tury to 
abandoh niew in-. 

tsaiit^ipatee'after- 
duly, as znlnutes. 
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T his week we are 
going- to discuss 
the third punch- 
with-one-step- 
movement sequence— 
ffidan-oi-tsuki. Starting 
from gidan-barai, or the 
downward block, throw 
a lower punch, then 
move forward one step 
before throwing another 
lower punch. After you 
have completed three 
punches, with three one- 
step movements, turn 
around and repeat the 
sequence 

When throwing a 
punch to the lower re¬ 
gion— groin or lower 
abdomen—you must en¬ 
sure that your wrist is 
slightly bent upwards 
Otherwise, your fist 


KARATE 



Oidan-oi-tsuki; Throw 
three punches to the 
lower region while 
moving forward one 
step with each punch, 
swivel on the ball of the 
rear foot, turn and 
repeat the sequence 


could fail to make prop¬ 
er contact and slide off, 
making your punch in¬ 
effective. A slight bend 
of the wrist will allow 
the full face of the clen¬ 
ched fist to make contact 
and thereby provide 
maxium impact. 

As we have discussed 
earlier, throw the punch 
only after you have 
placed your front foot 
firmly on the ground. 
Once you have com¬ 
pleted three forward 
movements cross the 
back foot over such that 
you are balanced on 
your front foot with a 
littlp support from the 
back foot. Swivel on the 
ball of the back foot and 
turn right around while 
your hands perform a 
gidan-barai. Once you 
complete the turn, re¬ 
peat the three-punch 
routine while moving 
forward. 

By Shivaii Ganguly 
Kyokushjnkai-kan Karate 









Bengal 
top the 




2jone 

B engal wrested the East 
Zone R^i Trophy title 
from Bihar when they won 
their last zonal fixture at 
the Eden Gardens. Aggregating 
an unassailable 65 points (they 
managed 11 from their last 
match) Benged have grabbed the 
Mona Mitter Trophy from Bihar, 
as well as qualified for the Wills 
Trophy championship next year. 
Bengal take on Punjab in their 
first Ranji knockout encoimter at 
the Eden Gardens next month. 

Conditions were just right for 
the home team batsmen to make 
merry at the expense of a 
pedestrian Bihar attack. Electing 
to bat on a docile strip, Bengal 
powered themsl^es to an 
impressive 330 for the loss of 
three wickets on the opening day 
of the three-day game. The 
wickets that fell on the first day 
being all gifts’ to the Bihar 
bowlers. 

Arun Lai, not his true self 
dxiring Bengal’s penultimate 
match against Orissa, cracked a 
timely 91. Indu Bhusaui Roy 
carried on from where he had left 
off in the Orissa match to score a 
quick 88. But the day's most 
entertaining knock came from the 
left-handed Rrvja Venkat. The 
hard hitting Venkat made the 
most of a beleagured Bihar attack 
and posted a pugnacious 74 not 
out by stumps. 

Venkat, however, didn’t last 
long the next day. He added just 
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Former Bengal star Shyam 

Sunder Mitra being introduced 
to Arun Lai before the start of 
the match. This was Mitra’s 
benefit tie 

one run to his overnight score 
before failing to Randhir Singh. 
But Ashok Malhotra (overnight 
unbeaten on 50) took over 
fluently, by the time Benged 
declared at 468 for six wickets, 
Malhotra had hit a swashbuckling 
78. Useful contributions of 41 not 
out and 40 came from Joydeep 
Mukherjee and Arup 
Bhattacharya, respectively. 

Bihar went about chasing the 
maximum number of batting 
points. But two points were all 
that they could bag by the end of 
the second day. The visitors, 
overnight on 202 for three 
wickets, began with a flomdsh on 
the final day, with the bulk of the 
responsibility on the experienced 
Hari Gidwani and Syed Saba 
Karim. 

Both Karim and Gidwani went 
about their task admirably. Karim 




departing after scoring a gritty 
59, but Gidwami kept up the fight 
from one end. Even his brilliant 
152—due to lack of support from 
the other batsmen—was not 
enough for Bihar to overtake the 
Bengal total. They were all out for 
410 with medium pacer 
Dattatreya Mukherjee of Bengal 
easily the most impressive bowler 
He got both Karim and Gidwani as 
he finished with five for 83. 

Bengal made 183 for four 
! wickets in their second innings. 

Lai and Roy again coming good as 
they registered a 123-riin stand 
for the opening wicket. Both were 
eventually run out, Lai for 66 and 
Roy 62. 

Bihar managed ten points from 
this outing (to total 51 points) 
which was played for the benefit 
of former Bengal Ranji Trophy 
batsman Shyam Sunder Mitra. 
Mitra has played 45 Ranji Trophy 
matches for Bengal in the course 
of which he scored 3108 runs and 
took 22 wickets. 

SoumitnBoMfCalciitta j 
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JAMSHEDPUR 

Sports Mela 

T HUK to its reputation as the 
"sports capital of Bihar”, this 
steel city has been agog with a 
series of sports events to welcome 
the advent of 1989 The events 
included the 39th ‘national 
basketball cliampionship’, held for 
the first time on the ‘Tera Flex’ 
surface of the local United Club 
Stadium, the 14th Senior “Mr 
Bihar” Body-Building 
Championship, selection trial for 
the 28th Senior National for “Mr 
India" championship, besides the 
10th Bihar State Yogasana 
Championship- all at the 
Santirani Chakravarti 

Abdul Hafiz Rahman is ‘Mr. 
Bihar’ 


I Auditorium of the city’s first 
recreational club, the ‘Milanee’ 
All t hese events concluded on 
December 31, the last day of the 
outgoing year 
The National basketball that 
covered a week, was well 
organised, but what was really 
surprising was that for this 
national event no sportsman or a 
sports personality of national 
stature could be made available to 
inaugurate it before a crowd of 
10,000 An industrial executive, 
Rusi Mody, who was available to 
inaugurate the event, was 
admittedly a poor substitute 
A week earlier, Rusy Mody, 
Founder-Patron of the Tata 
F(X)tball Academy (TFA)at 
Jamshedpur, inaugurated the 
highly sophisticated TFA hostel 
for visiting sports teams from 
home and abroad 



With respect to the basketball 
‘national’, its glamour was more 
in evidence than the standard of 
the game which, in consequence, 
was not of national standard. The 
Railways (holders) had no 
difficulty to retain the title 
beating the Services by 69-59. 
Railways were doubly lucky to 
make the occasion an all-railway 
affair when the Railway girls won 
the championship in tHe women’s 
section by beating their 
counterparts from Kerala by 
86-50 

Switching over from ‘outdoor’ to 
‘indoor’, the sports fans thronged 
the venue at Milanee where Abdul 
Hafiz Rahman of Jamshedpur 
won the “Mr Bihar” title in the 
14 th Bihar StP.te Bodybuilding 
Championship The finale was 
drawn on the indoor events when 
the District Yogasana 
championship was equally 
patronised to see Rajesh Kumar, 
Madhuniita Sarkar and Ashutosh 
Bhowmick winning the titles of 
‘Yoga Kumar’, ‘Yoga Kumari’ and 
‘Yoga Shree’ respectively 

An)an Chatterjee 

SECUNDERABAD 


RaUway Athletics 

S ECUNDERABAD division lifted 
the prestigious Lobo Cup for 
the overall team championship in 
the 23rd inter divisional athletic 
meet conducted by South Central 
Railway. 

The men’s team title went to 
Hubli division while the Women’s 
and boys’ title was claimed by the 
Secunderabad division. 

Yelagonavar of Hubli was 
adjudged the men's individual 
champion with 20 points and in 
the women’s section Nirmal Nair 
of Secunderabad took the title 
with 28 points. Decond Johnson of 
Secunderabad won the individual 
championship in the boy’s section 
with 14 points. 

During the four day meet, in 
which Secunderabad, Hyderabad, 
’Vijayawada, Guntakal and Hubli 
divisions participated, 13 new 
meet records were set which 
included 3000 m by Nirmala Nair 
in 10 min 37.6 secs. 








Tile marchpast during the 
National Basketball 
championships 


Nirmala Naxr was the pick of the 
meet There was no one else who 
could match her rhythm She set 
four new records in 400m, 

1500m, 800m and 3000m 
In the Men’s section splendid 
performances were put up by 
Jitendra Pal Singh 
(Secunderabad) who created new 
records m the shot put and 
discuss 

Mrs A.S. Cherian, President 
South Central Railway Women’s 
organisation gave e.way the 
prizes 

L. Ashli 

HYDERAB AD 

Car Rally 

T he 1600 Km eighth Charminar 
Challenge car rally which was 


j flagged off on January 3rd, 1989 
! had to be terminated in its first 
stage and postponed followmg 
threats to the lives of the 
participants. A group of 
protestors who came in three cars 
without number plates car rying 
Congress-I flags claimed to be the 
mourners of the murdered Cong-I 
MLA from Vijayawada Mr V. 
Mohana Ranga Rao, asked the 
rallyists to return to the base 
warning them that their cars 
would be burnt if they continued 
with the rally. 

On Jan 3 at 2 P.M. when the 
rallyists were flagged off, all went 
smooth for the participants till 
Shankarpally, a small village 35 
Kms from Hyderabad. But at this 
place a group carrying petrol 
cans, stones and other weapons 
surrounded the participants and 
told them to return to Hyderabad. 
Sensing dangler all the 22 
participants returned to 
Hyderabad. 

It is alleged that a former 


Hyderabad rallyist who was 
debarred last year for using 
unfair means while he was a 
participant stage managed the 
whole show with about 100 
protestors. It is also believed that 
apart from the rallyists, he was 
the only person to know the entire 
1600 Km route of the rally. 
Although the Congress leaders 
have denied being involved in this, 
it still remains a mystery. 

Before the rally could be flagged 
off, the ex-rallyist along with five 
municipal councillors belonging 
to the Cong-I had condemned the 
state Govt, for allowing the rally 
to go ahead and had warned the 
participants that they would have 
to face dire consequences if they 
participated in the rally 
The Andhra Pradesh motor 
sports club, (APMSC) organiser of 
the rally did not take the threat 
seriously and had not bothered to 
provide necessary security to the 
participants en route. 

On Jan 4, 1989 when all the 
drivers got ready to leave for 
Shankarpally, the spot where the 
rally was terminated, some 
leading contenders received 
threatening phone calls that they 
would be burnt alive if they 
continued to go ahead with the 
rally. The callers also identified 
themselves as the same people 
who had disrupted the rally on the 
earlier day The callers according 
to the rallyists spoke good 
English. Some of the participants 
were ready to risk their lives and 
proceed with the rally but the 
APMSC and VST, the sponsors 
ruled out the possibility by saying 
“Safety is our prime concern”. 

There was some difference of 
opinion among the rallyists. One 
of them remarked “Rally is an 
adventure sport, why not go 
ahead with it” After a prolonged 
meeting with the drivers, voting 
was held to take a decision 
Seventy per cent of the 
participants raised their hands, in 
favour of continuing but were 
persuaded by the APMSC chief not 
to do so 

The rally which attracted 22 
participants from all over the 
country will be held in a couple of 
months. 

L. Ashli 
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Anabolic steroids: 
a medical c^nion 


In a variation from our 
normal trend, this week 
we’ve asked a doctor to 
tell UB what anabolic 
steroids are all about. Do 
they really tran* ’form 
you into a auper athlete? 
Ib it true that these 
drugs have a terribly 
adverse effect on your 
body? And, most 
important, why are 
these drugs still being 
produced? 

After m uiling over the 
topic—he needed quite a 
bit of convincing—Dr 
Tapas Deb Mallik agreed 
to enlighten us on the 
topic of anabolic 
ateroidB. An avid sports 
fan. Dr Mallik has been 
keenly following the 
Ben Johnson case. And, 
with a dismissive flick of 
his pen, disagrees with 
people who feel that just 
popping a tab is going to 
make you run as fast as 
lightning. No, it’s these 
external drugs, 
combined with plenty of 
exercise and a high 
protein diet, that make 
you stronger. That you 
run faster is just an 
apphcation of this 
new-found strength. 
Over to Dr Mallik: 

NABOUC steroids 
are actually 
androgrens or 
male sex hor¬ 
mones of which testos¬ 
terone Is the natural 
one. Stanozolol is a de¬ 
rivative of testosterone 
which is orally much 
IQpre effective. 

Anabolic drug's in- 
, qreasa the proportion of 
laid down as tis- 

7S 


sue, especially muscle, 
leading to an increase in 
skeletal weight. The 
growth of bone is prom¬ 
oted also. But there is a 
point to remember: One 
must have an adequate 
nourishing diet rich in 
proteins, vitamins, 
minerals and electro¬ 
lytes along with the ana¬ 
bolic steroids to enjoy 
the beneficial effects. K 
you add regular exer¬ 
cise—like weight train¬ 
ing—to all this, you 
might end up with a 
physique like Ben John¬ 
son’s! 


Medically speaking, 
anabolic drugs are used 
as a therapy in diseases 
where the underlying 
cause is defective pro¬ 
tein metabolism. For ex¬ 
ample, in chronic debili¬ 
tating diseases and 
general wasting dis¬ 
eases in elderly patients, 
where diets and other 
tonics have failed. Or, 
for rapid recovery fol¬ 
lowing surgery, burns, 
fractures and infections. 
It is also used to treat 
certain cases of anaemia 
called aplastic anaemia 
and a bohe-wasting dis¬ 


ease called osteoporosis. 

The adverse effects of 
these dnigs are mainly 
those expected of a male 
sex hormone. Increased 
libido may lead to unde¬ 
sirable sexual activity, 
especially in mentally 
luistable patients, while 
virilisatlon (growth of 
hair on the body, hoarse¬ 
ness of voice and de¬ 
velopment of other male 
characteristics) could 
cause undesired prob¬ 
lems for women. 

Jaundice, because of 
liver injury, is possible 
and cases of liver cancer 


Ben Johnson, seen here with a fellow Canadian athlete at Seoul, set the world 

afire with his Stanazolol fiasco 





have been reported after 
prolonged use of these 
drugs. Their general use 
as tonics is as scanda¬ 
lous as their use in 
sports. , 

NoW-a-days, sports 
meetings like the Olsrm- 
pios'Games are no more 
festivals of friendship 
and goodwill. Instead 
they have become bat¬ 
tlegrounds for medals. 
The reason behind this 
transformation being, of 
, course, money. 

Winners get a lot of 
money, apart from pub¬ 
licity and international 
prestige. He becomes a 
millionaire overnight. 
This lure of money is 
enough to wipe off the 
chivalry and sports¬ 
manship in him; staying 
at the top—by any 
meane--being all impor¬ 
tant. 

He starts making in¬ 
credible demands on his 
body and fervently tries 
, to r^nh the piannacle of 
physical fitness, not 
only through the spwi- 
flp training program¬ 
mes and diets but also 
with the help of anabolic 
steroids. Sometimes 
coaches.encourage 
athletes to get hooked on 
the drug, hoping it will 
give him the extra burst 
of energy or the sudden 
thrpst of strength to be- 
odhab a super athlete. 

. iBut', 'Scientifically 
speaking, the efficacy of 
drugs which are 
uspd dptlmisticslly to 
enhance pe^rtnance is 
largely undocumented. 
For events in which 
body weight and raw 
muscle'power are prin¬ 
cipal determinants— 
w^kt lifting, rowing, 
a|ioi patting, boxing, 
and wrestling—these 
drugs, taken in oon}tuio- 
tion wito a. higb protein 
diet, aii^ exeroiee. hi- 
^reaaa* the rnusole 
Weight Bidi the «i^t on 


performance is not cer¬ 
tain. Sportsmen, sprin¬ 
ters to be precise—-are 
more likely to be hand¬ 
icapped by the increased 
weight. 

I find it quite unusual 
that a top world class 
sprinter like Ben John¬ 
son took Stanozolol, 
which is an anabolic 
steroid, to increase mus¬ 
cle mass. In my opinion, 
Stanozolol did nothing 
to improve his perform¬ 
ance in an event where 
I an explosive output of 
energy (100 metre run) 
was needed. In the dope 
tests that abound in in¬ 
ternational athletics 
nowadays, sprinters are 
commonly acci’.sed of 
taking stimulants 
rather than anabolic 
steroids. The stimulants 
being ampheta¬ 
mines!'' 

Luckily, in India, the 
use of anabolic drugs by 
athletes is negligible. 
Mainly because the re¬ 
wards of competitive 
sports are not very 
attractive in our coiin- 
try. The lack of fierce 
competition sees nation¬ 
al champions remaining 
unchallenged for years. 
This, in a way, may be a 
blessing in disguise for 
Indian athletes. 

iSo that’s it. Having read 
all that, you must be 
quite convinced that the 
straight and narrow 
path is the safest one. It 
might not always be the 
moat successfuL but it 
certainly is the safest. If 
there were any of you 
out there who were 
contemplating anabolic 
atmoida, think about it 
real hard. Is it worth 
having a taw days of 
glory (that's of course, 
provided you don’t get 
bauiitd up beforetbe 
drug^jteertfng patwtl)at 
the risk cfdsvaOtadng 
yourenthebbd^ 




YOU ARi SECURE 
WITH lODEX SPRAYS 


Pulled muscle? .Sprain’ 
Muscular cramp’ Joint 
pain’ Brui.se’ Cut? Don’t 
let tliem put you out of 
action Instead bounce 
right back into the game 
with new lodex First-Aid 
Sprays 

'kxJex' Pam Sprav, for 
instance, is .specially 
formulated with Methyl 
.Salicylate, a well 
establushed analgesic and 
Methyl Nicotinate that 
causes the bkxxl to rush 
to the affected area This 
warms the area and 
enhances absorption - to 


give you immediate relief 
at the push of button 
just spray on . and 
play on' 



Get yourself the lodex 
Shield of Protection. 



FiRST-A» SPRA/S 

•Nsr-AN ESKATEF PRODUCT 
© Eskayef limited. licenced user of the Regd Trade Mark* 










A Bad Back? 

Comes from aiming too high 



I N the world of sport, especially today’s 
hectic professional sport, a strained back is 
no big news. Yet, when world champion 
Bob Anderson complEiined of a bad back saying 
"It’s improving. It’s not a disc, it’s ligamental”, 
eyebrows shot up. No, it wasn’t in admiration 
of his way with words—‘ligamental’, after all, 
is a word half the leading sportsmen in the 
world wouldn’t know how to spell! It was at the 
Injury he was suffering from. 

You see, Anderson is the world darts cham¬ 
pion. And darts is hardly the type of sport 
where you can ruin your back. Unless you’re 
aiming for the big time, I guess. 


Becker’s A Changed Man 

For better or for worse? 


F lipping through 
a foreign news¬ 
paper the other 
day, we came across a 
very heart¬ 

warming—if trifle 
unusual — quote. 
Thought we’d share it 
with you. Boris Beck¬ 
er, speaking about 
his metamorphosis 
up from boy to man, 
said "People see me as 
a man who is a pretty 
good tennis player. 
But also as someone 
who can be a nice hu¬ 
man being. I think 
the second more im¬ 
portant. Tennis is a 
game, life doesn’t 


stop if you win or 
lose.” 

Now, anyone who’s 
seen Becker on court 
will wonder where 
the German ‘Wunder- 
kid’ has gone. Be¬ 
cause this thing ab¬ 
out ‘life not stopping 
if you win or lose’ 
certainly doesn’t jell 



with the desperate, 
knee-scraping, di¬ 
ving Becker we know. 

Don’t tell us the 
grown-up Boris Beck¬ 
er is going to be so 
different from the 
youngster who 
dominated Wimble¬ 
don for two years. If, 
God forbid, it’s true, 
then tennis is the los¬ 
er. And the world 
gains another nice 
gruy. Which do you 
prefer? 


Army Vs Navy 

How about a 
change of game 

T he Army beat the 
Navy. No, we’re 
not talking war 
games. We’re talking 
about the US Service 
Academies’ 89th foot¬ 
ball game which the 
Army won 20-15. The 
men of terra firma 
proving more sure¬ 
footed as they out¬ 
played their Naval 
ojunter parts. 

Maybd the Navy 
should invite the 
Army over for a game 
Of waterpolo? 
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1QU9Z/CHESS/I 


QUESTIONS 

1. What is "No Man’s Land" in a 
tennis court? 

2. Shakespeare's King Lear refers 
to a very popular game. What is 
it? 

3. In skiing one very often hears of 
the term “herring-boning". What 
is it? 

4. The West German Government 
described the Munich Olympic 
Games as the “Jungenfestspiel" 
What does the expression mean? 

5. Which was the first Olympic 
competition (proper) for the 
U.S.A. in football? 

6. “Basketball was almost drowned 
in Its Olympic debut”. How’’ 

7. At the Trent Bridge cricket 
ground, a tree was named after a 
cricketer in tribute to his strong 
leg-side hitting. Who was he? 

8. Who figured in Wimbledon's first 
all-left-handed final? 

9. What does "FAJKO” stand for? 

ANSWERS 

1. The midcourt, so called because 
there many balls bounce at the 
player’s feet and he is usually 
vulnerable. 

2. Football. “Nor tripp 'd neither, you 
base football player” {fvA I, Sc IV 
85) 

3. It means ascending slope by 
pointing skis outwards. 

4. The festival of the youth 

5. 1972. 

6. In 1936 when the game was 
introduced, there were no indoor 
basketball courts. And the rains 
came during the final between the 
U.S.A. and Canada. Hence the 
comment. 

7. George Parr (1826-91), 
Nottinghamshire batsman. The 
tree, on the west side of the Trent 
Bridge, is called "Parr’s Tree” 

8. Neale Fraser and Rod Laver (in 
1960). Fraser won 6-4,3-6,9-7, 
7-5. 

9. Federatiorr of All Japan 
Karate-do Organizations. 

RanlH GhOM 

CHESS 


Unorthodox opening are a 
fascinating subject, particularly 
now when innovations in 
mainstream lines come as late as 
the ISth or 20th move. There is 


BRIDGE 


also a lot of scope for fun in giving 
esoteric names to rare 
continuations Two US autliors 
indulge in this in a recent 
Batsford book, Unorthodox 
Openings by Benjamin and 
Schiller; but they do not seem to 
know of a distinguished 
predecessor Blackburneonce 
named the sequence 1 e4 e5 2 Nf3 
Nc6 3 d4 exd4 4 Bb5?' the Mac 
Lopez on the grounds that was 
what the Scotch had turned into 
the Ruy Lopez A game fi'om New 
York 1979 showing that one of the 
authors is a powerful player 
White: J.Beiijamin Black Francis 
Sicilian 1 e4 c5 2 Nc3 e6 3 N(3 d57 
Transposing into a favourite 
gambit thought up by Marshall, 
but normally reached by the move 
order 1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 Nc3 c5 
when 4 exdS exdS 5 dxc5 d4 gives 
Black some chances, but a 
restrained approach is better for 
White 

4ezd5exd6 5d4c47!6g3b6? 

Black should foresee he will the 
bishop at e6 

7 Bg2 Bb7 8 0 0 NfS 9 Rel+Be710 Ne5 

The threat is 11 Nxc4 Black could 
resist longer by 10 Nc6, since 
removing the queen from the 
defence of e7 handicaps him 
excessively 

10.. .0C8 U BgS Nbd712 Bh3t Bc613 Bxf6 gxfO 
14Nxf71 

Hard to see, but a consequence of 
Black’s 10th move 

14.. .Kxf715 QbS+KfS 16 Be6 Black resigns 
16. . .Qe8 17Qh6 mate, he could 
resist by 16 . Kg7 17Qf7+Kh6 18 
Qxe7 Re8, but after 19 Qd6 the 
outcome could not be long 
deferred. 



WHITE 


Bernard CaNerty 


It was said, in a way, to see the 
Italian team at Brighton finish in 
the lower half. It was like finding 
Liverpool in the relegation zone. 
Here is a deal from better times; 

a K Q 6 4 3 2 
A J 4 
O A J 4 

♦ 6 

N 

> Sled ^ 

S 

♦ A 7 

t? K 0 7 5 3 
0 9 8 3 2 
+ A 0 

Four pairs held these cards in a 
world championship encounter. 
The only pair to reach seven 
hearts was Garozzo and 
Belladonna, with this sequence: 


South 

North 

- 

14 

?cp 

4+ 

44 

50 

64> 

60 

7C? 

pass 


North’s four clubs was a ‘splinter’, 
indicating a heart fit and club 
shortage. 

How would you play after a 
diamond lead? You take two 
rounds of hearts, to which all 
follow. The correct line now 
(followed by three declarers) is to 
play ace and king of spades. The 
point 18 that if spades are 4-1 the 
only hope for 13 tricks will be to 
find the same opponent with three 
safety play was not needed, 
because the full hand was: 

K Q t, 4 3 2 
<;? A J 4 
O A J 4 

4 6 


4 J 8 
tp 8 6 2 
O 6 

♦K 10 95432 


♦ A 7 

P K 0 7 5 3 
0 9 8 3 2 

♦ A Q 

The fourth declarer, Billy 
Eisenberg, had an unhappy 
experience. He ducked the first 
diamond, which might have been 
right if spades had been 4-1. Bast 
won and returned a diamond, for 
West to ruff. 

Boris Schapiro 



8t 



O N our way to the 
Salt Lake Stadium 
for the Sao Paulo 
Vh. the IFA XI 
football match, we got 
stuck in a traffic jam. No 
problem We mounted 
the bike onto the pave¬ 
ment only to find a 
group of buffaloes in 
front of us. No problem. 
Till one massive buffalo 
decided to perform his 
afternoon ablutions as 
he walked. Plop, plop. . 
and we were resorting to 
the Brazilian style of 
weaving in and out to 
save ourselves. 

Before the match 
started. Prof. Nurul 
Hasan, the Governor of 
West Bengal, was intro¬ 
duced to the players and 
the referee. The portly 
Governor looked like a 
man who needed a little 
physical exercise him¬ 
self, but never mind 
that. Balloons were let 
loose and they rose up 
into the clear blue sky. 
The players from both 
the teams kicked foot¬ 
balls into the stands. 
Some lucky spectators 
got back the price of 
their ticket. 

The stadium was 
almost full, as the match 
began. Within minutes, 
it was evident who had 
the skill and who wore 
the joker’s cap The Indi¬ 
ans wallowed out of 
their depth, so dazzled 
were they by the drib¬ 
bling skill of the Brazi¬ 
lians The Brazilians, 
young, muscular, agile 
and for the most part, 
fair-skmned, performed 
magic with the ball. 
They h.ad such instinc¬ 
tive talent, They could 
swerve, run, accelerate 
and, without looking 
up. pass the ball to a 
colleague Suddenly a 
Brazilian had the ball, a 
sudden swerve and the 
lieixt jthirig you saw was 
e bitll l^itting the roof 




of the net. The specta¬ 
tors did not know how to 
react—whether to laugh 
at India’s pathetic per¬ 
formance or applaud the 
brilliant Brazilians. The 
match was barely five 
minutes old. 

But, in the 2l8t mi¬ 
nute, a miracle took 
place. Against the run of 
play, from the top of the 
box, Chibuzor essayed a 
powerful kick that de¬ 
flected from the goal¬ 
keeper’s hands into the 
net. Chibuzor was ecsta¬ 
tic. The stadium erupted 
in applause, the only 
time in the match that 
the applause was for the 
Indians. And a thought: 
How did Chibuzor man¬ 
age that? Is he on drugs- 

?.Perish the thought. 

The problem with Indian 
drugs is that, most prob¬ 
ably, it is adulterated. 


And what about our 
local hero Chima Oker- 
ie? He made a right 
royal mesa of himself. 
Time and time again, he 
tried to get past the 
Brazilian defence but 
Santos, their tall and 
burly right-back, was al¬ 
ways there to bottle him 
up. Chima felt frus¬ 
trated. He lost his tem¬ 
per and punched skip¬ 
per Flavio on the face. 
The Brazilians advanced 
towards him, but the re¬ 
feree charged into the 
melee and flashed a red 
card. EndofOkerie. End 
of Indian challenge. 

At half time, with the 
Brazilians leading, 
Priya Ranjan Das Mun- 
shi, the AIFF president, 
held court on the steps 
of the VIP gallery. Peo¬ 
ple stood around, 

, mouths open, and lis¬ 



tened as if he was the 
oracle at Delphi. On< 
wondered whether h< 
had the prescription' t< 
revive Indian soccer 
Maybe he was going , tc 
become the soocei 
world’s Socrates. (I refei 
to the Greek and not tht 
Brazilian connection.) 

The match started 
once again. A Braziliar 
free kick saw tlie Indi 
ans make a seven 
member wall. But still 
the Sao Paulo player was 
able to curl the bail past 
the wall and it moved 
towards the corner ol 
the goal. Bhaskai 
Ganguly had to dive as iJ 
hie life depended on it. 
Poor Bhaskar Gangfuly. 
He seemed out of hie 
depth that day. 

Down on the field, 
Rusi Modi of Tata Steel, 
the organisers, seemed 
to be having a good time 
chatting with Jyoti 
Basu. He smiled, ges¬ 
ticulated and had a good 
laugh now and then. We 
are told that he is a fine 
producer of steel. Let’s 
hope that he is working 
similar miracles in the 
Tata Football Academy. 

The Indians were be¬ 
ginning to tire. In a 
chase for the ball, the 
Indian looked as if he 
was running the 100m 
Veterans. A pathetic 
sight. The match had 
been reduced to a farce. 
The Brazilians scored 
some more goals; now 
they were five up and 
the humiliation was 
complete. 

It was beginning to 
get a little cold. North 
India’s cold wave was 
also making its presence 
felt here. Two minutes 
before the end, there was 
a spdden desire to flee. 
After all, who wanted to 
get csught in a traffto 
Jam and encounter the 
buffaloes once again? 
itieiriUi' S^birtiwi: 

















In front of a camera for the first time. 
A hundred years ago. 




riniiuh tliioiiiih }<>ut fyiutlyph<xo album. 
Thta c ./re (ho.'^c glorioii.s old photographs 
that bring loiul memories. 

In black and white. Sharii and dear even 
after sixty, .'•eventy or hundred years. 

The choice ts c/u/fe clear 

When you shoot pictures for keeps, 

shoot them on black and White f'llm. 

You II be glad you did 


Memories may fade with time. 
Not Black & White pictures. 



INDU B & W Roll Film 
and Bromide Papers 


-^ta’s-HPF 1046 88 D 








Workout with the Power Workout. A very 
physical shoe. 

Tough, Cutsy. Powered with stamina. With 
a double density polyurethane sole. 

With a built-in heel stabilizer. Padded collar 
and tongue. Cushioned midsole. Foam 
backed upper. Available in a range of threb 
exclusive colours. 

Power Workout. The shoe the pros get 
physical in. The shoe that Power's them on. 


THE POWEH BEHIND THE GLORY 
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M M Mohammed Shahid, India’s finest hockey player in the past ten years, 
/I /I talks to Rohit Brijnath about the actual reasons for his relirenient, and 
"irjtwhy he will never play for India again. Also, an interview with Indian 
coach Oanesh, who Shahid Bays was responsible for his retirement 



Alter loHin;;'Ihe^ 
« first final. I he 

fjF West Indit's 

came back sti'ongly to 
win the next two and li ft 
the coveted World Series i 
Cricket cup A j 

photofeature of t he i 

whole tournament j 

4 Therowa.sfhao.s 1 

down under at the 
Australian Open last 
week—seeded players 
were knocked out. an 
anonymous resident I 

was forced to leave town, j 
and Gunarsson and | 

Muster made it to the i 

semi-final ! 











AUSTRALIAN OPEN 1989 


CHAOS 

DOWN 

UNDER 

Seeded players get early 
tickets home; an anonymous 
resident leaves town, and 
Cash behaves like a lout 


M el bourn <> An 
Htraliiiii Open, 
first (lav's les¬ 
son What tennis 
can do hr the orcluuiry 
person 

The Australians, dis¬ 
playing rt ponetiant for 


giminickry, insialled a 
novel 'Dial-the-score' 
facility for the public 
The message was clear' 
‘Wanna hear the score 
mate, anytime Call this 
number'’ 

Only problem was that 
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unlike the usual 7— 
digit numbers, the ‘Dial- 
the-score’ one was pre¬ 
fixed by two zeroes. Now 
the average Austra¬ 
lian—and I am not a 
bigot—failed to notice 
this ‘minor’ detail be¬ 
tween his considerable 
gulps of Foster’s lager. 

So what followed 
naturally, was that, an 
unfortunate irate resi¬ 
dent received several 
thousand calls on the 
first day, all enquiring 
about the score. Need¬ 
less to add, he left town. 

Perhaps, and this is 
pure conjecture, this in¬ 
voluntary traveller had 
ticket problems— for he 
was to be joined by a 
host of overpaid, media 
hyped, ego tyrants cal¬ 
led tennis players, who 
had been uncere¬ 
moniously dumped at 
the Open In Wild West 
lingo they would have 
said. They’d slunk outta 
town’ 

And this really was 
the talking point of the 
Open Everytime you 
picked a favourite, he 
made you look silly by 
pla.ying like a fcxil and 
losing 

Wilander, Leconte, 
Noah last week. Becker, 
Cash, Edberg, in the 
second week Then you 
wake-up and wonder at 
the two surprise semi- 
fmalists Jan Guriarsson 
(yes, another Swede) and 
Thomas Muster (from 
Austria) and you 
think—these stars they 
want their own tour and 
more money No way. 

Becker—motivated, 
fit, strong—eulogised to 
heaven and back after 
the Masters and Davis 

Martina refuses to admit 
her mortality, and is still 
adament that her career 
is not on the decline 


Cup Final was cruising, 
and content at being 
favourite. Along came a 
stoic Swede, this time 
Jonas. B. Svensson (des¬ 
troyer of L6ndl at the 
French open 1988) and 
shot him down. In 
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straight sets Bye-bye 
Boris. 

Becker, contrite, had 
this to say later: “I don’t 
think I played badly— 
it’s the kind of day I can 
only say well done 
Jonas”, 


"It depends on his 
mood—it depends on 
what side of the bed he 
gets up from in the 
morning—McEnroe on 
Mecir’s chances of 
winning the Open 


Then manager Ion 
Tiriac chipped in, 
adding that Becker had 
played too much tennis 
and was feeling stale 
“It’s unrealistic to expect 
a player to peak 3 times 
in 3 continents in two 



months". One gets the 
false impression from 
this that Tiriac wasn’t 
around when McEnroe, 
Borg and Ck)nnors were 
at their peak. 

Tiriac wasn’t finished, 
adding that if Germany 
reach the Davis Cup Fin¬ 
al this year, BeCker may 
not play, not to mention 
skipping the 1990 Au- 
ssies Open. 

If Becker escaped cen¬ 
sure, Pat Cash did not. 
After Edberg had re¬ 
duced him to rubbish, 
Cash, at least in the 
press room, reverted to 
beingan uncivilised lout. 
Some of the exchanges 
went something like 
this; 

Q; What exactly hap¬ 
pened out there, Pat 
A: I’m not going to tell 
you guys anything, be¬ 
cause you’re going to 
print rubbish anyway 
Q: You didn’t even 
seem seem to get off the 
ground against Edberg 
A: I had my periods 
Q: Are you taking 
antibiotics (Neale Fraser 
said Cash was nauseous 
etc) 

A: What for~jags 
(slang for social disease) 
Predictably, the press 
was displeased, and 
Cash paid for it in print 
the next morning To be 
a little fair. Cash’s per¬ 
formances since his 
Wimbledon 1987 win, 
have not been anything 
to lift the mood. 

Fair too, would be any¬ 
one who said Edberg 
was unlucky. Serving 
for the match, when 30- 
15 up, Edberg strained 
his back, but held on to 
win. The injury, de¬ 
finitely. and most unfor¬ 
tunately, was in the ‘se¬ 
rious’ category and 
Edberg, his form omi¬ 
nous, was forced to 
withdraw. 

Shifting to the ladies, 
Helena Sukova, once 






again, blossomed 
against Martina Navra¬ 
tilova. Coincidentally, in 
1984, she beat Martina 
here, blocking the Czech 
star^at her last hurdle to 
winning the Grand 
Slam 

Weary, and serving 
abomniably, Martina 
still refuses to admit her 
mortality, adamant that 
her career is not on the 
decline Her one, and 
really only one purpose 
^ now, IS to play Graf and 
beat her; “I have five 
agonizing months left 
(till the French Open)— I 
just want the chance 
goddamit". 

It is sad, for Martina 


"K’s unrealistic to 
expect a player(Becker) 
to peak three times in 
three continents in two 
months”—Ion Tiriac 


. After Edberg had 

* reduced him to rubbish, 

Cash, at least, in the 
press room, reverted to 
be being an uncivilised 
lout 


seems almost to have 
taken for granted that 
she will reach the finals 
to play Graf: but a) she’s 
^ slowing down and 
vulnerable even early in 
the draw, and b) she will 
never beat Graf, period. 

However, while this 
Czech-Araerican de¬ 
spaired privately, 
another exulted public¬ 
ly—Ivan Lendl. Humor¬ 
less, stone-faced, unin¬ 
teresting? Check this— 
in one of his early 
matches, Lendl lost the 
first set, peeled and ate a 
banana at a changeover, 
p- and then swaggered 
through the next three 






The semi-final lineup 
was: Jan Gunarrson (in 
picture) vs Mecir, and 
Thomas Muster vs Lendl 


sets easily 

Asked an intrepid 
journalist later: “Did the 
banana help you.” 

Lendl, all seriousness 
says, “You see it was 
very breezy and windy 
and I needed to carry out 
an experiment ”, then 
he looks up grinning at 
the reporters and says, 
“did you get that 
down ” The press, in 
most of it’s entirety, had 
been beautifully had, 
that too by a man who is 
humorless, stone-faced? 

Lendl, till then could 
afford a moment of 
Jest—his form was mag- 
nificent, he was 
favourite, he had 
thumped McEnroe in 
straight sets and beat¬ 
ing Muslev to enter the 
final 

McEnroe though, was 
satisfied with his quar¬ 
ter-final progress, and 
even found time to speak 
about the mercurial 
Mecir 

When questioned 
whether Mecir could win 
the Open, McEnroe 
scratched his nose and 
said. "It depends on his 
mood— on which 
side of the bed he gets 
up from in themorning ” 
When later questioned 
on the authenticity of 
Mc’s statement, Mecir 
scratched his nose, and 
replied, “Yah, maybe”. 

And when further 
pressed about which 
side of the bed he had 
got up that morning. 
Mecir delighted by 
saying, “I don’t know”. 
To which, of course, he 
and everyone, collapsed 
in laughter. 

—Rehn Brtjiuith with David 
McMahon, Maibourna 


SOUTH ZONE RANJI TROPHY LEAGUE 


Tamil Nadu Take It 


Away 

W ITH a consistent showing, 
thoroughly m keeping 
with their status of 
national champions, 

Tamil Nadu retained the 
Sounderarajan Trophy, symbol of 
supremacy in the South Zone 
Ranji Trophy League Their 
display was commanding enough 
to ensure that they will be among 
the chief contenders for the Ranji 
trophy as the knock out phase 
gets under way. 

Tamil Nadu finished with 81 
points, three ahead of Hyderabad 
who also qualified for the knock 
out phase. But the superiority was 
more marked than these final 
figures will show They only had 
one indifferent game, their 
opening encounter against 
Hyderabad Then followed three 
successive victories over Kerala, 
Andhra and Karnataka and their 
superb showing culminated in the 
TN batsmen setting a world 
record in their last match at 
Panaji against Goa. 

In running up a total of 912 for 
six wickets declared, Tamil Nadu 
equalled the record total (912 for 
eight decl) set up by Holkar 
against Mysore in 1945. TN set 
record partnerships for the sixth 
and seventh wickets. And two 
batsmen WV Raman and Arjan 
Kripal Singh notched up triple 
hundreds. This is the first 
occasion in cricket’s history that 
two batsmen have scored triple 
hundreds in the same innings 
The match against Goa 
climaxed a great zonal season for 
the holders. Acting skipper L. 
Sivaramakrishnan kept the 
innings going from the first 
mording to the third afternoon as 
the TN batsmen sent statisticians 
scu£rying for record books. 

Raman got a monumental 313 
setting aside the previous best of i 
234 by CD Gopinath as the highest | 



Sivaramakrishnan, the stand in TN skipper came good with the 
bat, not with ball, (inset) triple century maker W. V. Raman 
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I ., I rr: ii.itsniai) in the national 
. 'I’he Indian left 

h 'lidi r, S'J, hit 31 boundaries and 
it;I Ai'iaii Kripal Sing’h added 
: >o runs lor the sixth wicket The 
u v< avoid Arjan, playing only 
hi- second H.anji trophy game 
went on to make an unbeaten 308 
ai I he declaration He hit 19 fours 
and with L, Sivarainaknshnan 
( IOO not out) added 296 runs for 
the unbroken seventh wicket All 
the eleven Goan players had a 
Ijowl in a fi ustrated attempt to 
stem the How ol runs And to 
think that TN at the start of the 
innings were 35 for three' 
Incidently, the two triple 
hundreds were only the eighth 
and ninth such knocks in 55 years 
ot the national competition 
While the TN batting and 
iKn'.'hng both served the side well 
there was little doubt that the 
former was the stronger Robin 
Singh got hundreds in three 


successive innnings against 
Kerala, Andhra and Karnataka 
making him the first TN batsman 
to achieve the feat. Veteran V 
Sivaramakrishnan crossed 5000 
runs in the match against 
Karnataka, making him only the 
fourth South Zone player after B P 
Patel, G R Vishwanath and M L 
Jaisimha to get to this mark. 

The bowling too was responsible 
for TN's good showing. Medium 
pacers Robin Singh and B Arun 
were consistently among the 
wickets with the latter picking up 
eleven against Kerala. Off spinner 
Venkataramana lived up to his 
reputation built last season, while 
a new spinner was discovered in 
left armer Sunil Subramaniam 
who had match figures of eleven 
for 153 against Andhra 

For Karnataka this was a 

Roger Blnny: Personal suooess 
amidst team failure 



season to lorget. The three time 
National Champion seemingly 
had an uphill task at the start of 
the season with three stalwarts B 
P Patel, S Kirmani and G R 
Vishwanath not available. While 
Patel and Vishwanath had retired, 
Kirmani after 20 years with 
Karnataka shifted to Railwa,y8. 
This put tremendous pressure on 
the remaining senior plsfyers 
Roger Binny, Raghuram Bhat, 
Abhiram and Carlton Saldanha. 
But the youngsters and debutants 
were sadly not upto the mark and 
Karantaka were generally 
struggling for survival, even 
against lesser teams Kerala took 
first the innings lead over them 
and Goa and Andhra matched 
Karnataka in every department of 
the game Their victory over 
Hyderabad was a pleasant 
surprise but their campaign 
ended on a dismal note, with 
Tamil Nadu defeating them by an 
innings and 123 runs. It was for 
the first time in 16 years that 
Tamil Nadu were beating 
Karnataka. Only Binny and Bhat 
came off for Karnataka, the 
former hitting two successive 
hundreds and the left arm spinner 
regularly picking up the wickets. 
The immediate lesson of the 
1988-89 campaign is that it will 
take Karnataka another two or 
three years to build a successful 
team. 

Kerala had one glorious 
moment—when they dismised 
Karnataka for 184 and replied 
with 301 to give themselves a 
chance of registering a victory. 

But Roger Binny's hurricane 
hundred thwarted them (140 off 
08 balls with 14 fours and four 
sixes). It was in this match that 
medium pacer Hariharan took ten 
wickets and Anil Pannicker 
behind the wickets had eight 
victims (six caught and two 
stumps)to equal the Ranji Trophy 
match record. But precious little 
went right for them for the 
remainder of the sefison and they 
lost to Andhra, Hyderabad and 
Tamil Nadu, the latter two by an 
innings. Some fine knocks in a 
losing cause by P Ranganthan 
and P.T. Subramaniam were the 
saving grace. 

Partab Ramchaml, Madras 



PHOTO OF THE WEEK 



The price of fame.. .and the price of adulation. Kapil Dev 
tries to extricate himself from the clutches of an autograph 
hunter who, in turn, is collared by the law. All you have to 
do is write to him, mate. He’ll send you an autograph 



Photograph by Santosh Ghosh 





S UNIL Gavaskar and 
Krishnamachari 
Srikkanth. 

Both right-handed 
openers. But worlds 
apart when it came to 
runmaking. 

One a gfrafter. The 
other a hitter. ’.Vhile a 
comparison of any two 
players is meaningless it 
is also inevitable. 

In Test matches, there 
is a wide gap in 
Gavaskar’s aggregate 
(10122 in 125 Tests) and 
Srikkanth’s (1830 runs 
in 35). Hence this 
research is based on 
their one-day 
performances which are 
strikingly similar and 
very revealing. 

It is some coincidence 
that the career 
aggregate and the 
number of matches 
played by Gavaskar 
(3092 runs in 108 
matches with a century 
and 27 fifties) and 
Srikkanth (3058 runs in 
105 matches with four 
hundreds and 10 fifties) 
are almost similar. But 
their averages differ, the 
former left it at 35.13 
while the latter has it 
presently at 29.68. 

Unlike his prolific 
Test career, Gavaskar 
had two distinct one-day 
phases. In the first he 
scored just seven fifties 
in 51 matches from July 
1974 to December 1984. 
Those seven fifties 
contributed to three 
losses and four victories 
for India, the most 
memorable being the 
one in which he scored 
90 against West Indies 
at Berbioe in 1982-83. 

In the more fruitful 
and transforming 


THE GAVASKAR 
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second phase from 
January 1985 to 
November 1987 in 
which he played a 
further 57 matches, 
Gavaskar came up with 

21 scores of fifty or more 
runs including a 
hundred in his 
penultimate innings. In 
this phase, when he 
scored a fifty, India won 
on a dozen occasions and 
lost nine times. Thereby 
making it a 16 wins/12 
losses record on the 
overall. 

Srikkanth has been 
luckier. The scorer of 
most (4) 

one-day-hundreds was 
in and out of the Indian 
team for two very brief 
periods in 1982 and 
1984. Except for stray 
absences, Srikkanth has 
opened for India in each 
of his 105 innings and 
almost regularly since 
the start of the one-day 
series against England 
in 1984-85. Whenever 
he has scored fifty runs 
or more India has 
triumphed 15 times and 
lost on eight occasions. 

Gavaskar opened with 
Srikkanth on 55 
occasions—except for 
some 

abberations—regularly 
from the November 1985 
Sharjah tournament to 
the end of his one-day 
career. India won 33 of 
those matches and lost 

22 but this pair 
managed to give them a 
start of 50 runs or more 
only 13 times. When 
both of them contributed 
with a fifty or more 
India won thrice (twice 
vs. Sri Lanka at Sharjah 
in 1985-86 and at 
Baroda in 1986-87 and 





SRIKKANTH'S INNiNRS OF OVER SO RUNS 
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GAVASKAR’S INNINGS OF OVER SO RUNS 
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oncie vs New Zealand at 
Nagpur in 1987)and 
lost only once (The 
Australasia Clip final) 
Another interesting 
aspect that came to light 
was that Gavaskar 
either opened with 
Snkkanth or did not 


start the innings for 
almost four years. (He 
opened with Ravi 
Shastri in the last of the 
three matches in West 
Indies in April 1983 and 
partnered Raman 
Ijamba against Pakistan 
at Pune in March 1987). 


In his other 47 
innings Gavaskar came 
lower down the order in 
18 and opened 28 times 
with others (Sudhir 
Naik, Eknath Solkar, 
Farokh Engineer, Dilip 
Vengsarkar, Anshuman 
Gaekwad, Roger Binny, 


Chetan Chauhan, T. E. 
Srinivalian, Arun Lai, 
Ghulam Parkar, 
Shastri, Lamba, 
Lalchand Rajput and 
ManoJ Prabhakar). The 
most notable 
partnership with others 
was one of 154 runs 
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GAVASKAR 

INDIA 

Won% 

INDIA 

Lost % 

Scored a Fifty or more 
runs (28 matchea) 

57.14 

42.85 

Contributed 30 runs or 
more (41 matchea) 

57.14 

42.85 

Failed with bat* (under 
25 runs) 

39.13 

60.86 

Opened with Srikkanth 
(55 matchea) 

60.00 

40 00 

Opened with othera (28 
matchea) 

21.42 

78.57 

Opening atand of 50 
rune or more with Srik* 
kanth (13 matchea) 

69 23 

30.76 

Opening atand of 50 
runa or more with 
othera (6 Occaalona) 

33.33 

66.66 


s 





Scored a Fifty or more 
runs (23 matches) 
Contributed 30 runs or 
more (35 matches) 
Failed with bat (under 
25 runs) 

Opened with Gavaskar 
(55 matches) 

Opened with others (50 
matches) 

Opening stand of 50 
runs or more with 
Gavaskar (13 matches) 
Opening stand of 50 
runs or more with 
others (10 matches) 


Won % 

Lost % 

65.21 

34.78 

60.00 

40.00 

48.33 

51.66 

60.00 

40.00 

53.06 

46.93 

69.23 

, 30,76 

60.00 

40.00 


* Innings In which he did not bat or remained unbeaten with small scores were not considered. 


with Prabhakar (against 
Pakistan at Jamshedpur 
in 1986-87), 123 with 
Farokh Engineer 
(against East Africa in 
1975) and 93 with Ravi 
Shastri (against West 
India at Berbice in 
1982-83). In the rest of 


his 26 innings, the 50 
mark for the opening 
wicket was reached only 
thrice. 

Srikkanth has so far 
opened 50 times with 
others (Vengsarkar, 
Binny, Arun Lai, 

Shastri 18 times. 


Parkar, Rajput. Lamba, 
Prabhakar, Navjot 
Sidhuand V. B 
Chandrasekhar) and has 
come up with an 
association of 50 or 
more runs for the 
opening wicket ten 
times including their for 


century 

pai tner-ships -all with 
Ravi Shastri (188 
against England at 
Cuttack in 1984 and 124 
and 103 against 
Australia and Pakistan 
in the World 
Championship, 1987 
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I NDIA has taken part in the 
Olympics from 1928, but has 
not won a single medal ex¬ 
cept in hockey There are so 
many Federations, Associa¬ 
tions, Government Depart- 
j ments and Public Sector Bodies to 
I administer Sport, when there is 
I not much to administer There is 
I also no need for most of these 
i organisations and Associations, 

{ which are superfluous and redun- 
I dant 

Presidents and office-bearers 
; are elected to all these Federations 
I and Associations at regular inter- 
I vals, and every time a new Presi- 
j dent takes over he comes out with 
; a brand new solution for all the 
ills of the game or sport—ulti¬ 
mately the proposal goes no¬ 
where, and officials get more bog¬ 
ged down in Politics than in sport. 


lACK OF WORK ETHIC 


I am afraid we are a nation of 
some 800 million lazy people, with 
most of our young men and 
women apparently having no 
great ambition to achieve any ex¬ 
cellence in International sport 
(unlike even a tiny country like 
Nepal or Surinam 
We have no penchant for hard 
and sustained work, no discipline 
in life and generally speaking, no 
national character. We don’t real¬ 
ise that the road to success is long 
and narrow and arduous We 
want to make a fast buck and 
quick success with no work 
After three years of serious 
thinking and after three and a 
hall years of actual implementa¬ 
tion and achieving some meaisur- 
able results, and above all, driven 
by a strong desire to do something 
for the g.irne with which our 
Family has been involved with, I 
felt It my duty to put forward a 
proposal based on the model 
scheme of Bi itannia Amritraj Ten¬ 
nis Foundation which has worked 
successfully for the three and a 
half years it has been in existence 
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I This is a unique scheme, and we 
I firmly believe that if implemented 
1 with diligence and discipline, sin- 
i cerity and honesty, the scheme 
! has a chance to succeed provided 
of course, the material on hand 
! has the potential. And we also 
' believe that if this does not suc- 
I ceed for any reason no other 
scheme would,as evidenced by past 
experience. 


THE BAT EX AMPLE 


For a proper understanding of 
the proposal, I should first explain 
j how the BAT Scheme was con- 
! I ceived, processed and im- 
i I plemented and how it can be mod¬ 
ified and adopted to suit other 
Games and sporting events 

At the outset I would mention 
certain principles and priorities 
which formed the basis for the 
scheme. They are— 

A) A well-known sponsor 
should be secured to provide the 
required financial base for the 
scheme as money should not be a 
constraint at any stage. 

B) Our family should be fully 
involved with the implementation 
of the scheme as we take full 
responsibility for its proper func¬ 
tioning. 

C) The Scheme will function 
outside the purview of the Nation¬ 
al Federation in all financial and 
training matters and of course 
outside of any politics or external 
pressures and influences. 

D) The number of trainees 
selected should be very limited, so 
that intensive coaching could be 
given to them, as our aim is to 
produce as far as possible world 
class players and players to repre¬ 
sent India in Davis Cup and other 
International competitions. 

E) The sponsor should be 
from outside the country so that it 
will be easy to expose the trainees 
to world competition when the 
Three from BAT: Rod Laver 
(Nabisco) and Maggie and her son 
Vijay AmritraJ 


1 need arose. 

With these basic principles in 
view, my sons met the heads of a 
large number of Corporations in 
the United States and discussed 
our Project with them. The Heads 
of those Corporations required an 
assurance that our family would 
be fully involved with the func¬ 
tioning of the Program and would 
assume full responsibility for the 
proper running of the &heme. 

Finally we were able to persuade 
the American Multinational Cor¬ 
poration NABISCO to agree to our 
proposal on certain terms and 
conditions most favourable to the 
scheme. 

To select the trainees, my sons 
played tennis individually with 
about 200 promising boys of the 
age group 10-15 years from all 
over India After a week, about 30 
out of them were identified, and 
then after a further period of one 
week with these 30 boys, 8 out of 
them were finally selected as the 
most promising in the country, j 
They are in the age group of 11-15 
years and drawn from Delhi, Cal¬ 
cutta, Hyderabad, Bombay and 
Madras 

Written agreements were made 
with their parents ensuring the 
boys would be totally under BAT j 
Management, that the parents i 
should not in any way interfere \ 
with their training or education- j 
that if the boys reach a high i 
standard of proficiency in the j 
game, they must be allowed and , 
ready to represent India, that if j 
the boys do not come up to the I 
standard of proficiency expected j 
of them in the opinion of BAT 
Management they would be drop¬ 
ped and so on 

The boys were moved to Madras, 
special arrangements were made 
to admit them in one school in 
various classes by special 
arrangement with the Principal of 
the School The boys were housed 
in beautiful bungalows and pro¬ 
vided with all amenities; a war¬ 
den, assistant warden, books, ser- 
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vant.8, conveyance etc. 

Their diet details are received 
from NABISCO, USA and, two 
American coaches have been 
oroupht from the USA to live in 
^4ad^a8 and along with one Indian 
coach- a total of 3 coaches teach 
the 8 boys 

Monthly visits are made by my 
sons to teach them advanced 
methods of training and tactics 
and also to monitor their prog¬ 
ress We have a special master 
who coaches the boys in their 
studies as we do not want to 
neglect this aspect of their 
training. 

A doctor is available round the 
clock to attend to the boys in case 
of need A new Club 
House called BAT Club House was 
built by Britannia Industries at a 
cost of over Rs. 4 lakhs for use by 
the boys, where* a modern exercise 
machine has been installed 

After the first year, we dropped 
three of the originally selected 
eight boys, who were not making 
the required grade, and took three 
more promising boys. 

When the boys go out for 
tournaments, all expenses within 
the country are borne by Britan¬ 
nia Industries Limited, and all 
expenses outside the country are 
borne by NABISCO 

The training is planned and 
purposeful. The boys are put to 
hard and dedicated work. The 
whole project implementation is 
efficiently supervised by my wife 
on a day-to-day basis as required 
by the Nabisco Management (They 
said "A Lady who has produced 
three world class Tennis Players 
is the best person to supervise the 
scheme”). 

She sends monthly detailed 
progress reports to USA as well as 
London and Bombay which are 
perused with great interest by the 
V'labisco and Britannia Manage¬ 
ments 

It 18 our determination to get at 
least a couple of the boys into the 
Indian Davis Cup Team within 3-5 
years 


ROLE OF THE 
CORPORATION 


I F you have understood the BAT 
scheme, you will also know how 
this program can be adopted for 


the other games At the outset we 
should realise right away that 
India cannot reach world class 
standards in all games. 

We do not have the .required 
resources or the talent to develop 
all skills to the same high level of 
excellence. Therefore, we must 
select a few games in which we 
feel that the Indian youth has 
native talent and potential, say, 
Hockey, Football, Tennis. Bad¬ 
minton and one or two other 
games, totalling about 6 or 8. 

Similarly in athletic events 
select a few items—say a few of the 
track events like sprints and hur¬ 
dles, a few throw events and field 
items. Assume that between all 
these, we have selected about 18 to 
20 games and events. 

Next we must look for large 
private corporations, Public Sec¬ 
tor undertaJcings and other simi- 


The Sports Minister and her 
merry men must do something; 
(From left) Margaret Alva, lOA 
President Adityan and lOA 
secretary Ran^ir Singh 


The Ck>vernment 
can also play its 
part.. .if expert foreign 
coaches are re<|uired, 
for example, they 
should be Brought in 
eaaily without me 
usual red-tape and 
foreign exchange 
problems. 
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lar companies inside the country 
or even outside which spend a lot 
of money on publicity and adver¬ 
tising and whose sales turnover is 
very large, say Rs. 300 crores or 
over per annum. 

The Government of India has a 
department of sports. The Minis- 
ter in charge should call for a 
meeting of the Chief Executives of 
twenty major corporations and 
ask. each one of them to adopt one 
of the selected games or event. 

Thereafter it shall be the sole 
responsibility of the Corporation 
to do everything to produce some 
champions in the chosen game or 
event 

Enormous strength of character 
and faith in the program is re¬ 
quired to withstand the onslaught 
from interested and very powerful 
quarters to admit their wards in 
P the program, once they realise 


that the all round training im¬ 
parted is entirely at the expense of 
the sponsor and the jiarents have 
not a cent to spend. 

Selection must be done solely 
and purely on merits and poten¬ 
tial of the trainees, It should be 
ensured that only a very limited 
number of trainees is selected, for 
it is then that rapid progress can 
be expected through concentrated 
and intensive coaching. 

Having selected the trainees, 
the sponsor should assume com¬ 
plete responsibility for their 
education, board, lodging, clo¬ 
thing, training, equipment, 
books, travel—in other words, 
complete and total responsibility 
for the bringing up of the 
trainees 

The sponsor should also 
arrange for special monitoring of 
their progress frequently 
Trainees who aren’t progressing 
should be replaced with other 
promising persons. 


ROLE OF THE 
GOVERNMENT 


The Government can also play 
its part in the training program. 
They can consider certain conces¬ 
sions and facilities required for 
the scheme If foreign expert 
coaches are considered necessary, 
they should be allowed to be 


We do not have the 
required resources or 
the talent to develop 
all skills to the same 
hijgrh level of 
excellence. Therefore, 
we must select a few 
Ifames in which we 
feel that the Indian 
youth has native 
talent and potential. 


brought in easily without the 
usual red-tape and foreign ex¬ 
change problems. 

Training equipments to be im¬ 
ported for advanced training 
should be allowed free of import 
duties. 

When the trainees are ready for 


being exposed to competition out¬ 
side the country foreign exchange 
as required, should be sanctioned 
without any delay or objection. 

The money spent solely on this 
program should be totally exempt 
from Corporate tax. Income-tax 
and other taxes. 

In all these matters, the final 
word should be that of the Cor¬ 
poration and the so-called theore¬ 
tical experts like the Sports Au¬ 
thority of India, Department of 
Sports, Indian Olympic Associa¬ 
tion and the various Federations 
should not be allowed to interfere 
in any aspect of the program. 

In return for all the work done 
by thj Corporation as and when 
the trainees become reasonably 
well-known, they could be utilised 
for publicity purposes for their 
‘alma-mater’—through commer¬ 
cials, newspapers, ads and 
through press statements and 
briefings. 

The above is the scheme in brief. 
Of course the scheme can be mod¬ 
ified to suit the needs of the spon¬ 
sor-like what MRF has done in 
Pace Foundation. We believe that 
this IS the only way to produce 
quick results and get our coun¬ 
try’s name in the Role of Honour 
of medal winners of the world. 

Any proposal or scheme sug¬ 
gested by the Government or Pub¬ 
lic Bodies, Olympic Associations 
and the National and State Federa¬ 
tions are generally theoretical and 
therefore cannot be expected to 
produce any worthwhile results 
even in the next century, as they 
have not done anything worth¬ 
while in the last fifty years. 

I have put up the above scheme 
as the most practical and work¬ 
able program. I would call upon 
all sportsmen and women both 
active and not so active and 
sports-loving public to spare some 
time and thought to this proposal. 

It would be great if they could 
offer some concrete suggestions 
to improve or modify the proposal 
so that a comprehensive well-knit 
and workable scheme may finally 
emerge, which would be im¬ 
plemented for the greater good of 
sport and the country at large. 


IM«I Mrllral, lim ki iMm Mri b aH MMt M 
flMt MM MR(t (bnn. VHlI. *M< Ml Aim 
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HIS is intended 
tobea 
fortnig'htly 
cxjlumn but for 
the inaugural, I am 
taking the liberty of 
widening the spread to 
accommodate what, to 
my mind, was an 
outstanding sports 
media event. That event 
came during the final 
Test against New 
Zealand at Hyderabad. 

In the television 
commentary box were 
ML Jaisimha, a true 
‘son-of-the-soil’, and 
Tiger Pataudi, an 
adopted one. And 
whoever thought of 
putting them together at 
that venue, deserve 
congratulations. They 
were chatty , they were 
informal and they were 
clearly on the same 
wavelength. For 
perhaps the first time, 
Indian television 
commentary, was as 
good as any in the world 
and for a perenially 
maligned profession, 
this was a great event. 
My sympathies though, 
were with Ravi 
Chaturvedi who 
through no fault of his 
own, was the odd man 
out. Obviously, 
Doordarshan will decide 
on its commentary 
teams for future 
matches, but here is a 
request to have Jsdsimha 
and Pataudi together, 
instead of putttag them 
at different venues. 

If that provided the 
high to the sports 
media, the low must 
undoubtedly be 
Trishanku; or 
Beebhatsu, or the 
collection of names the 
writer writes under. 
There was a time when 
Trishanku was 


Obviously, 
Doordarshan will 
decide on its 
commentary teams 
for future matches, 
but here is a 
request to have 
Jaisimha and 
Pataudi together; 
instead of putting 
them at different 
venues. 



BIL Jaisimha 


genuinely funny. I’m 
afraid he has since 
become narrow-minded 
and vicious. And by 
taking ugly pot shots at 


often: Sunil Gavaskar 
and cricket 

commentators. His last 
piece, under the 
Beebhatsu umbrella, in 



people from the shelter 
of a pen-name, he is 
being very unfeur. 
Journalists have been 
critical of events and 
people in the past too. 
But in the open and 
under their byline. It’s 
the easiest thing in the 
world for Trishanku to 
make fun of people and 
to criticise them. But it 
is cowardice, and in 
terrible taste to do so 
consistently, while in 
hiding. His writing is no 
longer light humour, it 
is aggressive 
mud-slingfing, 
particularly when it 
comes to the two topics 
he has to fall back on so 


the Indian Post took off 
on Sushil Doehi and 
Fredun de Vitre, both 
polite and soft-spoken 
individuals. I shall not 
provide extracts because 
I do not want to carry 
the maligfning further 
but it might just interest 
Trishanku to know that 
Fredun is a lawyer and 
that even the most 
cultured and patient 
individual can erupt. 

The irony is that while 
criticising everybody, 
Trishanku, as V 
Oangadhar (who it is 
widely beUeved he is) 
has written the most 
pedestrain piece “by 
Ravi Shastri” an the 


Madras Tied Test in the 
Reader’s Digest! Can we 
have the obviously 
talented, creative and 
funny Trishanku 
instead of the bitchy 
‘avataur’ that we now 
have please. 

And talking of the 
Indian Post ithas, with 
The Telegnraph perhaps 
the cleanest sports page 
around. It’s amazing 
how simple layout and 
display can make you 
read every inch of the 
sports page. However, 
my vote for the most 
readable sports page, in 
recent times, goes to 
Newstimeof Hyderabad. 
It's liberally sprinkled 
withcolximns and after 
having gone through so 
many sports pages, 
there’s still something 
you haven’t I'ead there. 
Which is what I guess 
counts. 

There have been two 
conflicting pointers to 
the future of sports 
journalism, indeed to 
the existence of a 'sports 
culture’ in India. The 
optimistic one relates to 
the increasing nuinber 
of sports specials in 
newspapers. Deooan 
Herald of Bangalore has 
it on Wednesday and the 
Indian Expresson 
Friday and even a httle 
newspaper like 
Maharashtra Herald of 
Pune has one every two 
weeks. Blxpress Sport 
has perhaps the widest 
scope of all and it’s 
difficult not to miss, 
sometimes quite 
literally, the stamp of 
Rajan Bala on it. In all 
fairness, it’s quite 
readable esp^ally if 
you wajSt to know what’s 
happening in the rest of 
the country. (In recent 
times,'a quarter page on 
the West Zone 
Badminton and almost a 
half page on the 








National Junior 
Football). But at times 
there are at least three 
articles written in a 
suspiciously similar 
style. First, Sweet and 
Sour by Rajan Bala (who 
on January 6, almost did 
a Trishanku, but in his 
own name), then one by 
ARBI and a third From 
Our Sports Editor’s! But 
it is most depressing: to 
see one pagre in a four 
page sports supplement 
reserved for Express 
Shopping and carrying 
ads for “cooking ranges 
repairs” and “rice, 
wheat, dal, spices 
cleaning machine”. 

While on Express 
Sport, perhaps the best 
part is a squash colxinm 
by Raju Chainani. Here 
id somebody who has a 
delightfully easy and 
flowing style and has 
(piite clearly got the 
column for his writing 
skills and not for the 
importance of the game 
he covers. And if this is 
true, he is doing the 
game a great service 
because there are bound 
to be many others like 
me who don’t 
understand the game at 
all but read his column 
regularly. Clearly, Raju 
Chainani is in love with 
the game he covers and 
perhaps there is a lesson 
here for non-cricket 
sports. Find a columnist 
who passes on his 
infection for the game 
and it is bound to 
become popular. 

And now to the 
pessimism. First, the 
amount of space 
language newspapers 
devote to sport. Even 
large circulation 
newspapers like Eenadu 
and Blabarashtra Times 
have often between half 
and two-thirds of a page 
for sport. Is this the 
reason why English 
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sports wrlteirs are better 
Imown, and to that 
extent are more 
‘powerful’, than their 
vernacular ooxmterparts 
who are, almost always, 
catering to higher 
readerships? 

Finally, the 
‘suspeiudon’ of 
Sportsweek is perhaps 
the most tragic 
happeiring in recent 
times (even if this is 
being writteii in a rival 
magazine which is likely 
to be one of the 
beneficiaries). It is 
always sad to see the 
hmits of one man’s 
labour end up like this. 
KhalidAnsari 
conceived, nurtured and 
bxiilt the magazine; even 
went arovmd ad agencies 
selling space in it. 


' miit^enMi'swrt, 

psnii|Hi IM Dnl pHT l| 

as4pimcQluimiliyRa|o 


Clearly, it mudt have 
been a very sad man who 
gave his consent to the 
decision. Whether or not 
you agreed with its 
content, there can be no 
denying the fact that 
Sportsweek was 
frecjuently a forum for 
sportsmen and writers 
to aii their views. And 
its ’suspension’ is a 
major blow to Indian 
sports journalism, 
particularly in the west 
zone. And 

unfortunately, is an 
indicator of just how 
strong our sports 
culture is. Sportsweek, 
Sportstarand 
Sportsworld are perhaps 
competing for the same 
rupee in the readers 
pocket. But collectively, 
they are doing a service 
to Indiein sport. And for 
that reason alone, they 
must all Survive. 
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^SILLrPOINT BY TRISHANKUPIKl 


My and nollnag'ue, 

Ma Siflciika, is a fervont 
fan and admirer ol 
Pakistani uncketer. 

Imran Khan Her tablo 
lopiimtains half'a dozen 
portraits of Imran, she 
watches television only 
when the p'reat Khan is 
in act ion and natiii'ally 
; she was on top ol the 
woild when Imran 
eanieoiit of retiienient 
1 to lead his side in t he 
; West Indies 

I Siddika IS also a Hi ndi 
I movie 1)1111 No. she does 
not watch movies on 
video .She is an old 
taithfnl who still poes to 

■ t he t heal ri's loi 
, watehinp'movies And 
. hei knowledp'e of movies 
\ IS further deepened by 

her takinp upjohs. 

I occasionally, with the 
' movie mag'.i/alies 

My friend is i[Lnte up 
to date on what IS 
ha[itjenin)J' ni the film 
, circuit And that IS how it all began 
i "Have you heard of the new Dev Anand niovie'-’" I 
; asked 

Siddika shook her head “You mean that, .Sac/ic/ie 
k.i PoMla//a‘’Sorry, 1 am not an editor Hev saah 

■ held a special preview of his film, which is on 

■ loiirnalisni, to the editors based in Bombay 

■ffh not that movie," I said "He has already 
begun shooting' for the next one And 1 am sui e 
you'd lx: pailieularly interested 111 that 
Hhe shrug'ged "‘Give mo Aniitabh anytime, " she 
•-aid ' Tin not much interested in Dev saab's movies 
1 he l.ist one I really enjoyed was "Hare Hama Hare 
Ki a.hiia' and ihat was because of Zeenie Baby's 
pi eseiice 

1 ill sure Dev Saab’s forthcoming movie will 
infetest vou.'" [ went on “It’s on cricket ” 

St ill, she did not show much interest “Sowhat''’ 
■’I'oi. have eriLket in everything these days And 1 
! don l think even cricket will help Dev Saab to make a 
i suci csslul movie'■ 

"1 )on t jump to conclusions, " I said “Here it 
comes, tlie movie is all about IMHAN KHAN ’’ 
Siddika shot up from her chair "Are you sure’^’’ 
she began Whai is the story‘s Is it straight 
autohiogi aph v'’ Will there be too much of cricket in 
it*^ Who IS the heroine‘s (1 could strangle her) Is he 
coming to Boiiiliay for shooting'’ does it mean he'd 
quit the game for good*’ Is he being paid 
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moi'o than the Angry 
Young man’’ And 
answer me in one word 
I sat back and 
laughed "What a 
reaction'’ Dev Saab Hew 
to London, met Imran 
Khan and requested him 
to do the lead role 
Unfortunati'ly, your idol 
refused 

She knitted her brows 
“May be it's all for the 
good Dev Saab has the 
Midas touch in the 
reverse, whatever he 
touches Hops Yes 
frankly speaking I ' 

would not have liked I 

Imran in Dev saab s i 

movih Manmohan 
Desai.yes Kven 
Prakash Mehra, okay 
But not Dev Anand " 

"The stoi-y is not yet 
over, "I said "When Dev 
Saab failed i-o .sign up 
Imran Khan, he decided 
to play the role of the 
Pathan himself How do j 
you like that'’" 

Siddika burst into tears “That won't do at all'’" 

She wailed "How can Dev Saab do this to Imran’’ My 
Imran does not wear tight trousers, shii'ts with 
huge collars Nor does he walk sideways with arms 
pumping up and down How will Dev Saab portray i 
Imran running up to bowl fast'’ He will break into ! 
{iieces 

"What should be done now'’"" I asked 

"1 really dun"t know."’she continued to wail 
"Perhaps we should take out a morcha to Nav Ketan 
And Imran goes for mature relationships, he has 
1 1 lends like Parmeshwar Godrej Now Dev will show 
him chasing a p'lrl of 12, It will lx; awful Andean 
you imagine the great Khan running round the 
trees and singing'’ With his Philosophy BA from 
Oxford '" 

"Perhapjs he can lx; shown giving a talk m Greek 
or Latin.“ 1 said 

"It’s just unthinkable."’ said Siddika "Dev saab 
will be totally miscast I think I will go on a 
fast-unto-death in front of his studio That will teach 
him to leave Imran alone " 

I laughed and patted her on the back. “Cool it," I 
said "’I was only joking. Dev Saab is not playing 
Imran I think he has signed up Aamir Khan for 
that role " 

Siddika sighed. "’That’s not so bad,” she said. “I 
quite enjoyed 'Qayamat se qayamat tak’ Anyway, it 
IS a definite improvement from Dev Saab " 


The liman Role 






















Or is it low-level aerobatics? Rahul 
Chandawarkar revels in the riding 
skills displayed by the competitors 


T wo ‘indomitable Gauls’ 
(where have we heard that 
before?!) from enchanting 
France, made the 35km trip 
from Pune to Pimpri worthwhile. I 
am not referring to the famous 
duo of ‘ Asterix and Obelix’ but to 
two modern day ‘mobike knights’ 
in armour—21-year-old Erik 
Bernard and 23-year-old Olivier 
Perrin, The two Frenchmen, 
astride identical 1989 make 
Yamaha YZ 250’a tmely stole the 
thunder in both the 12 lap (1 
moto) Air India Grand Prix for the 
Rodil Trophy Stadium Motocross 
World Championship, as well as in 
the 16 lap (2 motos) Poonawala 
Trophy International 250 CL 
Open Class. While Bernard won 
the 1st leg of the Rodil Trophy (5 
more legs to be held in Europe 
later this year), Perrin took third 
place. In the 250 CL Open, Perrin 
won for the second year in 
succession, Bernard taking the 
third spot. 

The men who stopped the 
French champagne from 
overflowing were Swedes Leif 
Niklasson (last year’s Rodil 
Trophy world champ) and 
teammate Mikael Frisk—both 
coming second in the Rodil 
Trophy and 250 CL Open 
respectively. 

Unfortunately, this year, the 
foreign machines (air freighted 
each year by Air India) came in too 
late, reaching the Stadium at 5 
a.m. on race day. As a result, the 
field of 20 foreigners could 
practise only in between the first 
two Indian races. And, boy, did 
they practice! They simply burnt 
the track down, going flat out 
firom the word go. The breathless 
commentator in the control tower 
gasped “if this is practice, what is 
the actual racing going to be?! ’’ 


A GOOD START 


H ow important a good start is 
on a tight txwk such as 
this—0.93 kms with at least 40 
obstacles, such as 21 ordinary 
jumps, 3 'camel back’Jumps. 2 
‘table top’ jumps eto—was 


exhibited in the 1st moto of the 
Poonawala 250 Open, when the 
stylish Haakon Huseby of Norway 
shot off like one of those American 
‘Side Winder’ missiles. Huseby 
brought back visions of the great 
form he had exhibited in 1986 on a 
green Kawasaki KX 250 as he 
won comfortably on a Yamaha YZ 
250. His form was so great, that 
he could afford to repeatedly play 
to the galleries, releasing both 
hands from the handle on the 
‘camel back’jumps. To say that 
the crowd was ecstatic with joy 
would be an understatement. 

Why is a good start so 
important in Stadium motocross? 
A former ace told me “getting 
away is the trick, because a good 
start is 50% of the race won. The 
second man not only sets the pace 
by breathing down the leader’s 
neck, but is also prone to making 
more mistakes, as he has to be 
more adventurous in trying to 
capture the lead The leader, on 
the other hand, could carefully 
take the corners while blocking 
out all chances of anybody 
overtaking him easily”. 

1988 Rodil champion Leif 
Niklasson of Sweden did not get a 
good start, nor was he 
comfortable on Ole Svendson’s 
(Denmark) borrowed Honda CR 
250, his own Honda being laid 
down due to a busted creinkcase. 
Leif, who finished a distant 12th 
in the 1st Moto, confessed later “I 
wish I had my own bike. The 
3-year-old borrowed Honda 
obviously had its limitations in 
terms of power and speed”. 

Heinz Kinigadner showed 
promise, after he began tailing 
Huseby in second spot. But all 
hopes disappeared after Perrin, 
Heinz and American Grayson 
Hart all got entangled and 
collapsed in a heap on the ‘wild 
woops’. 'This confusion helped 
Swede Mikael Frisk to squeeze 
into second spot, while the 
‘never-say-die’ Perrin pulled up 
his socks to finish third. 

In the second moto, Huseby did 
not get a good start. A hefty 

All photographs by D. §anjay 
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Haakon Huseby accelerates out of a hair-pin bend 

'■ - f i ■■ ;, <ri- M , ■< (T.’/V' ,M'/mI 

ii*! • '' '^■•* -': t'»«^ 'jli ■"'S'• /" .1 


C! HOIVJOA 

*»1 Safer, 




'=- v■r-%:;w^i^^.■'^.^ 


Niklasson and hie bori-owed Honda tackle a banked curve 
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Bernard chases Helvel durinf' the Bodil 'rr()])hy Worki 
Championship event 


knock to his front brake also saw 
it lose all its hydraulic pressure, 
rendering it useless. As he 
struggled in mid-pack, the young 
Erik Bernard, who hadn’t won a 
single event abroad, kept the lead 
throughout after a ferocious start 
to win this moto. Perrin and 
Niklasson took second and third 
place. 

Perrin, popularly known as the 
“crazy Frenchie” because he kept 
the crowd on their feet with his 
many air-borne antics, finally 
winning the Poonawala 250 CL 
Trophy for the 2nd year in 
succession because of a better 
average (3rd and 2nd spot in the 
two motos), Mikael Frisk finished 
second (2nd and 5th in the 2 
motos) while Erik Bernard took 
third spot (8th and Ist in two 
motos). 


WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


WHE 12 lap Rodil Trophy world 
A championship race took the 
cake, in the sense that never 
before had the lead changed hands 
so frequently with so many cuts 
and thrusts. It did not matter that 
Haakon Huseby had no front 
brakes. He nevertheless leapt into 
the lead, followed closely by 
Perrin and Bernard, with 
Niklasson and Belval putting 
pressure on the leading trio. After 
some close hustling, Perrin 
overtook the Norweigsui on the 
‘woop-de-doos’ (series of small 
jumps) and opened throttle to 
zoom off, letting Bernard tackle 
Huseby. 

The Bernard-Huseby tussle was 
the highlig ht of the race. Theirs 
was a no-holds barred duel, which 









had the crowd roaring its 
approval on every jump, every 
‘berm’ (turning/curves) and every 
corner: Bernard eventually 
passing Haakon with 4 laps to go. 
Niklasson who was riding 
steadily forged ahead into third 
spot, after the Norwegian 
unfortunately got tangled with a 
black-marker and hit the deck. 

But the race was far from over. 
Perrin, the leader, fell 
momentarily in the last lap,• 
giving Bernard and Niklasson the 
chance they were looking for to 
finish first and second in a close 
finish. Perrin came third. 


INDIAN CHALLENGE 


T PIE Indian classes packed as 
much punch as the foreign 
classes. Pune’s Shyam Kothari 
took over from where the 
Frenchmen let off and truly 
towered over the rest of the 
competition, winning all the Ist 
motos of the 3 events he took part 
in—the Indian 110 CL, the Indian 
125 CC on foreign bikes and the 
Indian Open up to 265 CC. Only a 


fallen chain, which jumped the 
rear sprocket of his newly 
imported Suzuki RM 125 MX bike, 
prevented him from winning the 
2 nd moto of the Indian 125 CC 
foreign class. Nevertheless, at the 
end of the day, he had won 5 out of 
6 motos and 2 out of 3 events, to be 
acknowledged as the “rider of the 
meet". 

The Ist moto of the 125 CC 
class, saw Shyam race a mile 
ahead of his competitors on his 
new Suzuki RM 125. ‘Suzuki 
Works' teammate Kaizad Patel, on 
a similar bike, was giving 
Dhananjay Ookhale and 
Jagatveer Singh, both on 
Kawasaki KX 125’s a run for their 
money when his chain jumped the 
rear sprocket to put him out of 
reckoning. Dhananjay finished 
second comfortably followed by 
surprise packet, Shivaji Mohite of 
Kolhapur on a Honda CR 125 

In the second moto, it was 
Shyam Kothari’s turn to suffer as 
his chain also jumped the 
sprocket. Since the Suzuki RM 
125’8 had arrived only three days 
ago from Japan^aybe the 


intricacies hadn’t been looked 
into? Dhananjay of ‘Team Bajaj 
Auto’ did not need better luck to 
emerge overall champion followed 
by 18-year-old Jagatveer and 
Shivaji Mohite from Kolhapur. 

The 110 CC class was the moat 
important from both the 
manufacturer and spectator’s 
point of view with 12 Yamahas, 2 
Supras and 2 Kawasaki’s in the 
fray. Shyam Kothari, on a 
TVS-works ‘Supra’, had a ‘flat’ for 
most part of the first moto. Yet he 
kept up the lead to finish first. 
Ashok Raja got a rank bad 
start—id fact his ‘starting gate’ 
did not open completely—yet he 
fought all the way from last 
position. Putting up probably the 
ride of the event. Raja pulled up 
into second spot. 

In the second moto, Shyam, 
initially hemmed in by some fast 
moving RX-lOO’s, systematically 
took the lead to finish first overall. 
Raja, on a Kawasaki, was too tired 
and suffered another bad start to 
finish overall third behind 
seasoned Vijay Deshpande of 
Nashik on a RX-100. 


Ashok Raja: winner of the Indian riders on foreign bikes in the 125 cc class 
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Vijay and Rajesh Deshpande 
made history of sorts with their 
bikes Normally all MX bikes 
either have a twin laid back shock 
absorber or a ‘mono shock’. ‘Mono 
shock’ being' the One which 
originates at the centre of the 
frame and is connected to the 
swinging arm pivot of the ‘MX’ 
bike. The Deshpandes’ mechanic, 
Nana Vadanagare of Nasik, fitted 
not just the twin laid back shock 
absorbers but also gave their bikes 
a monoshock rear suspension. It 


The frenzied start of a typical race 

seemed that, with dampers on the 
monoshock breaking with 
alarming regularity, Nana 
decided on this unique triple 
shocker treatment' 

In the Indian Open for Indian 
bikes up to 265 CC, Shyam on a 
“Yezdi Roadking" proved how a 
good rider can make all the 
difference when he beat back nine 
speedy Yamaha RX-lOO’s to crown 
himself with glory. Pratap 
Bhagwat and Vijay Deshpande, 
both of PARA, finished second 


Klaus Kinigadner (Austria) slips and is out of the race 
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and third respectively. 

So, on the conclusion of this 
seventh stadium motocross 
organised by the Poona 
Automotive Racing Assn., one 
tries to gauge the progress made 
by Indians in this sport. In the last 
seven years, awareness has 
definitely built up. There is talent 
around Foreign MX bikes are 
available thanks to ‘Team Bajaj 
Auto’ and ‘Team TVS-Suzuki’. But 
yet the individual rider still has to 
struggle to procure racing 
paraphernalia like ‘Nobby Tyres’, 
a riding outfit, boots etc. There 
was a company somewhere near 
Jaipur that used to manufacture. 
‘Nobby Tyres’, but not any more. 
All these things have to procured 
from abroad at a high price. Very 
often local riders buy riding 
outfits, boots, goggles, masks, 
gloves etc from the visiting 
foreigners. 

As important as it is that more 
talented riders try their hand at 
moto crossing—people like Shyam 
Kothari and Ashok Raja should 
now also start competing with the 
foreigners—P.A.R.A. must also 
find a permanent location to hold 
this meet.. .and not get shunted 
around at the whims and fancies 
of politicians in our municipal 
corporations. 

Rahul Chandawarfcar, Pune 




Why should I play the Nationals? 
Maybe if they were making a deal I 
would come and play. 

5 Vasudevan 


My muscles don’t work any 
more...the problem is 60% mental, 
40% physical. 

Henri Leconte 


We are not going to lie down and 
die. 

Viv Richards after his fourth 
consecutive one-day loss 



I am hopeful (of going to the West 
Indies). 

Mohinder Amarnath 


Gawn; Describes the exit of 
batsman by commentator who has 
Just described the Indian batting 
llne>up as having ‘depth’. 

Geeta Ramadhyani, Indian Express 


I have no grudge against Amarnath: 
for all that has gone In between. 

Raj Singh Dungarpur 



I know a fellow like Ail Bacher 
(Managing Director of SACU) has 
always bMn a tremendous literal, 
he has detested apartheid and 
fought it vigoroucly... 

Alwyn Pichanick, president of 
Zimbabwe Cricket Association 


How can you concentrate when 
you have a cricket match on 
television and the whole city Is 
talking about a Kapil Dev sixer? 


Women are very good drivers 
because most of their trips involve 
some responsibility, such as 
ferrying kids to school...Every man 
likes to imagine he’s in Monte 
Carlo. 


One Calcutta executive in India Today Jackie Stewart, racing legend 











Bobby Robson Vs Briai 


B rian GUNVILLE; Rather than quote 
myself, Sandro Mazzola [the former 
I Internazionale and Italy centre-forward, 
and a television commentator] said after 
the European Championship, when you 
did not resign; “This is incredible—what 
future can England have now? If they go 
on with him they won't yvin anything. I 
don’t think he will change his tactics. A 
team with Bryan Robson, Lineker and 
Barnes has players lew other sides have; 
to me It's a problem of the manager." 
BOBBY ROBSON So what are you 
asking me"^ 

What would your reaction be to that 
criticism by Mazzola? As he was a 
player, you would obviously respect it? 

I would respect a player, of 
course, but that’s just his opinion 
I agree he mentioned three 
outstanding players, but that’s 
three out of 11 To win 
championships at the highest 
! level you need a complete team 
I’m happy to have those three 
players, but it’s all history, all old 
hat At the end of the 
championships Lineker wasn’t a 
fit man He couldn’t play like we 
thought he would It was evident 
he was out of sorts so we took a 
gamble on him [against Russia ] I 
knew may be he could last about 
I 60 minutes, and I was happy to 
I take that chance 
] We knew that they would be 
! strong in midfield I am not here 
to criticise players, I don't want 
that, but I knew that Hoddle is not 
: an up and downer and is not 
going to graft in midfield As you 
know, he got caught in possession 
deep m our half, he cost us two 
] goals in a sense, but I accept that 
with players- -you either do or 
you don't 

I find it very hard to understand your 
changes of heart with Hoddle. In 1985, 
you had just restored him against 
Scotland. You took him out to the series 
of friendlies and you were never really 
very enthusiastic about him. When he 
did start playing well you said rather 
severely that you felt that this Is what he 
should be doing every time. Then there 
seemed to be.... 

Well. I don’t think I was severe 

30 






pil AMlflllA England’s controversial manager Bobby Robson, 
yflQllVIIIC takes on his sternest critic, scribe Brian Glanville 



• From left Ted Croker, Bryan 
Robson and Bobby Itobson 


I about him 

I I thought you were fairly severe. You had 
said you never thought there would be 
such a magnificent creative player as 
Johnny Haynes, with whom you played 
for many many years, and with England 
in the 1958 World Cup. 

Hoddle seemingly reached that 
standard and you absolutely raved about 
him. Since the European Championship 
you've excluded him from your party, 
which i find astonishing t feel there’s 
further ammunition for us Hoddle-ites in 
his being chosen in France as best 
foreign player of the year. 

I acimiro that 1 v(' t^ot to be 
careful what I m cayitig' because 
I’m not here to knoc k Hoddle 1 
have admired t In- Ixiy He's served 
under me li.ir quite a considerable 
time, in fact he’s played more for 
me thaii any other |Hnpland) 
managei’ 

He's played for me, when he’s 
been 28.29.di),til He’s 31 coming 
on to 32 isn’t he" So. I mean 1 
actually admiie Glenn Hoddle 


Had I not taken Bryan 
Robson to the World 
I Cup, and let’s say we 
got knocked out in the 
last eight or last 16 , 

I you know what the hue 
and cry would have 
been.... 


I I’m talking about international 
j football, Brian You’re talking 
1 about him as a very productive, 

I gifted player, excelling in B’'rench 
football. I wouldn’t deny that 
I However, F’rench football is not 
I international football Thoi’e is a 
huge gap between the two 
I That’s quite true, and t'd accept that 
more readily if I could see that there is 
anybody who could remotely do lor 
England what Hoddle could do. i don't 
see a creative player, an English 
creative player, of his stature available 
to you In English football. 

Well, you’d have to change the 


team somewhat and build the 
team around him, as Tottenham 
had to Glenn and I have had quite 
prolonged discussions about this. 
In the past we’ve probably asked 
him to do things which he’s not 
necessarily performed You can’t 
play him in midfield —just as a 
workhorse. What you can do is 
play him in a position between the 
midfield and the front two So you 
have to provide a platform for 
him 

Which you don’t think is something you 
could do? 

No, because I’d have to leave 
someone else out He’d have to do 
the fetching and carrying, all 
right" He’s not playing as a 
striker, and in order to get him in 
the team we’d have to leave a 
striker out, or leave a winger out, 
or a wide player out You’d have to 
do one of those things and his 
record shows that his ratio of 
goalscoring in international 
football IS not good 
Do you think it might arise if he played in 
that more advanced position where 
Monaco have been using him? 

Not in international football, no 
No 

And that’s my argument Not in 
international football 

Can we get on to the very vexed 
subject of your relations with the press, 
which have changed a great deal. When 
you were with Ipswich Town I iound they 
were largely very good. 

I am astounded by that accusation 
because I think I’ve accommodated 
the press in a way no other 
England team manager has I 
don’t know a manager who would 
have seen you under the 
circumstances if that prevailed 
today I think that I’m more than a 
reasonable man 
yes. 

1 get asked about my job. You 
know, the highs and lows, the 
hassles I made a statement [about 
the press creating the pressure on 
me, and that if they didn’t exist 
my job would be twice as 
pleasurable], which you wrote 
about. If I could take the press 
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I ,iwa V fVo;n niyjob It would be 
i Bi lan, wouldn't But 

1 hat wasn’t meant to be a way of 
! pultjug'you down 

ft seems that we all hate critics, whoever 
we are. What distressed me when you 
said ‘‘you people" provide the pressure, 
i and if ‘‘you people” didn’t exist my job 
would be twice as pleasurable and twice 
I as easy, is it seemed to deny that the 
I press had a valid function at all. 

I That was misinterpreted I 
! didn’t mean that at all I just 
happened to make a point that one 
of the bugbears is dealing with the 
press 

Can I come on to one of the points of 
contention with the press, Bryan Robson 
and his shoulder. When he dislocated 
his shoulder, for what I think was the 
third time, in Los Angeles, playing 
against Mexico, at the press conference 
you denied he had done it, which caused 
an awful lot of trouble and controversy. 
What do you feel about that? j 

Ljet me put this absolutely 
straight Bryan Robson did 
dislocate his shoulder, that I can 
confirm 
I know. 

You didn’t know at the time 

Well, I didn’t know then, but I knew 
later. 

Nobody did 

I heard that they pul it back immediately. 

But you didn’t know that I didn't 
know that until Fred Street came 
round with Bryan Robson and 
said to me “You can’t put him 
back on His shoulder’s been out 
and I’ve put it beick ’’ 

For the benefit of the player and 
the morale of the team, and the 
country brick home, we decided we 
wouldn’t make a statement about 
Bryan Robson having his 
' shoulder dislocated again. If I had 
; lieen asked, categorically, has 
! Bryan Robson displaced his 
j shoulder, I would have said yes 
■ Not one of you out there, not one 
I of the pre.ss actually threw that 
que.stion at me So I told no he 
What it said in your paper is that I 
told a he I didn’t tell a he, Brian 
But didn’t you say in your diary that it 
was a white lie? Didn’t you use that 
phrase? 

It was rather strange. They were 
concerned, they said how is 
Robson 1 said he’s fine, which he 
was. 

Bul you took, by admission in your diary. 


the most colossal risk. You said that by 
taking him to the World Cup It meant that 
you had to commit one player to the 
bench until either the end of the game, 
or Bryan Robson broke down. 

We had 22 players 
Yes, but you only had two substitutes on 
the bench, Bobby. In other words, you 
admitted it was a terrible risk, you had to 
commit one man simply to stand by in 


I’m not here to knock 
Noddle. I have admired 
the boy. He’s played for 
me when he’s been 28, 
29, 30, 31. He’s 31, 
coming on to 32, isn’t 
he? So, I mean I 
actuaiiy admire Glenn 
Noddle 


case. 

Yes. Whenever I pick a panel of 
substitutes, Brian, there is always 
one goalkeeper, one defending 
player, one midfield player, two 
attackers. So I would have to have 
a midfield player as a sub. 

But you are begging the question. 

Well, we thought he was such a 
good player, and morale of the 
team was so high If I’d^sent the 
captain home I think the players 
would have said “Oh. Bloody hell, 
the captain’s gone home” 

I really thought that, Brian. 

And I thought it was worth taking 
the fellow with us Because let me 
tell you the other side of the 
story—this is why you will always 
win Not you personally, but the 
press. 

Had I not taken Bryan Robson 
to the World Cup, and let’s say we 
had got knocked out in the last 
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eight or last 16, you know what 
the hue and cry would have been? 

It would have been: “Why didn’t 
you take a chance with Robson‘S 
You could have taken Bryan 
Robson and taken a chance with 
him," So I can’t win and you can 
never lose in certain situations. 
Would you say the popular press has 
played into your hands, the so called 
tabloids, because elements of them have 
gone so ridiculously far over the top that 
they have created a climate of sympathy 
for you? 

I wouldn’t say that Brian 1 
wouldn’t say they have played into 
I my hands 

They have. It's swung. People have 
come around to you. 

Well, because I think decency 
prevails, Brian I think some 
people have gone over the . 

Well they have. It has mucked things up 
for people like myself, who have been 
trying to criticise. You may think I am ' 
right, you may think I am wrong, but I 
haven’t changed my line. I haven’t 
suddenly started tearing into you after 
one result, but these people have gone 
so far it's hard to criticise you at all and 
be taken In good faith. 

I wouldn’t say that I came back 
after that Saudi Arabian match, 
where, as you know, I could 
experiment I walked back into 
this country, Brian, as though I 
was Hitler. Brazil had been there 
and drawn 2-2 Argentina had 
drawn 1-1, only without 
Maradona. We go there, 1-1, 
people can’t stomach it. 

It is very hard to understand why you 
took a veteran player like Marwood 
whom, I think, everyone expected you to 
give at least half a game and you gave 
him only nine minutes. 

We were 1-0 down at half-time, 
Brian, we were never in a winning 
position. 

So otherwise you would have given him 
45 minutes? 

I think 80 , yes. I didn’t expect us to 
be one down at half-time. If I 
chuck on more inexperience we 
might lose 2-0. We needed a 
result, in spite of some people 
saying the result was 
unimportant. If it was so 
unimportant, why all the hassle 
and hullabaloo? 

Can we talk about what you said after the 
Russia match, because I couldn't square i 
that with anything that happened. You 


At the end of the 
championships Lineker 
wasn’t a fit man. He 
couldn’t play like we 
thought he would. 


said; "Not bad tactics, not bad spirit, not 
bad anything—bad finishing,” To me the 
cardinal failing was not bad finishing but 
some of the worst defence I have seen 
from an England team. 

Yes, but what I can’t do, Brian, is 
pan the players in public, can I? 
You can, I can’t I have got people 
who have to play for me the next 
day. I can’t do that. I’ve got to go 
into the next room and work with 
those players 
I always felt you would be more 
temperamentally suited to running a ciub 
than the national team, to be brutally 
honest... I don’t think you like being on 
your own. it was all right for Aif because 
Alf was a solitary, you are not. I don’t 
think It's the right job for you as It was 
for him, because if you do worry, if you 
do get anxious and miserable, you have 
far too much time to do it. 

It was strange for a while, but 1 
have got used to it. Really, I have. 

It took me two years. 

One last questions, and I’ll try to make it 
an unpleasant one I Everyone knows that 


a manager has a limited length of 
viability. In a newspaper last week, you 
said: “I have had six years in the job, six 
years’ experience and you can’t throw 
that away. ” There will be a counter 
argument that any International manager 
has only a limited period, and that 
perhaps you have passed that peak. Do 
you think that is valid? 

I don’t, otherwise I wouldn’t be 
here. I thought long and hard 
about myself after the European 
championship and said, just a 
minute—never mind about what 
Brian Glanville is going to write 
or what The Sun is going to say, 
how does Bob Robson feel about 
this? 

I gave it long and deliberate 
thought. Brian, not five minutes 
but a couple of days. I took my 
time, didn’t panic. Do I want the 
job? Do I want this hassle'^ Have 
you read what Brian Glanville 
said about you, have you seen the 
attack by the tabloids? Can I ride 
this? Can I face up to it again? Do I 
want it? 

I am still here, Brian, because I 
felt that was the right decision. I 
wanted to make the right decision 
for me, but I certainly wanted to 
make the right decision for the 
people here and for the country. 

I haven’t lost my enthusiasm 
and I haven’t lost my belief, 
resolve and conviction. 


Courtesy the Sunday Times 
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BOOK REVIEW 1 


Words And 
Pictures 



WEST INDIAN SUMMER: The Test 
Series of 1988 by Patrick Eagar, 
i commentary by Alan Ross (Holder & 
j Stoughton, 112pp, £12 95) 

' SEEN through the lens of Eagar 
1 this is the story of the 1988 
i England-West Indies Test series 
which, in case you have forgotten, the 
; visitors won 4—0 It is the seventh 
^ collaboration between Patrick Eagar 
and Alan Ross (although the 
dust)acket credits them with only five 
previous efforts), and follows the tried 
[ and tested pattern of the other 
volumes, splendid, sharp, 
eye-catching photography backed up 
: by an economical, occasionally 
‘ light-hearted text After England’s 
, deceptive 3—0 clean sweep of the 
one-day internationals, we are soon 
! down to business, with shot after shot 
I of England batsmen ducking and 
: weaving out of the way of some 
; ferocious pace. By contrast, the West 
I Indians seem almost posed at the 
; crease 

In years to come, we might look 
back on this series as showing the 
emergence of great talents like 
Ambrose and Logie, both are featured 
prominently on these pages There is 
•an evocative colour section which 
captures, among others, the rare 
grace and power of Richards and 
Gower, Alan Ross's gentle, almost 


whimsical Test match accounts 
become harsher in tone as the season 
wears on, culminating in a summary 
of the series in which, inevitably, 
some home truths are aired. The foot 
injury to Chris Cowdrey’ prevented the 
perpetuation of a disastrous gamble,’ 
he says, while Pringle (series batting 
average 7.43) provokes ‘what on 
earth has happened to the handsome 
strokeplayer of those earlier days at 
Fenner’s? 

For those who want to be reminded 
of If, this book will provide an excellent 
aidememoire for the 1988 Tests 
(excluding the victory against Sri 
Lanka which, unfortunately for the 
harassed selectors, is not featured) 

PASSING SHOTS by Frank Keating 
(Robson 268pp, £10.95) 

'A LAUGH on every page’ is one of 
those overused phrases beloved of 
the PR departments of publishing 
houses, but, tor once, it wouldn't have 
been inappropriate if Robson Books 
had stuck that label on the latest 
collection of Frank Keating’s Punch 
essays Good humour abounds, 

with the occasional swipe at the 
author's pet hates, such as the 
over-commercialisation of sporting 
events, which he highlighted in his 
recent TV progamme in BBC’s Byline 
series All sporting life is here: rugby, 
horse-racing, golf, tennis, 
motor-racing, boxing, football, .and, of 
course, a fair helping of cricket. There 
are chatty profiles of, among others. 
Amiss, Crowe, Gatting and Hadlee Ca 
sort of athletic Arthur English with his 
pencil-fhin moustache and skinny 
frame that tapers from 
knobbly-square shoulders') in addition 
to what amount to extended book 
reviews. All the essays are eminently 
readable, whether or not one is a fan 
of the sports concerned. The 
proofreading is rather dodgy, with 
racing-driver Nuvoiari being referred 
to four times as ‘Nuvaroli’ and once as 
Nuvarolo’ on the same page. 

THE BUNBURYS-A WINTER'S TAIL by 
David English; pictures by Jan 


Brychta (Arthur Barker; 28pp; £5.95) 

THE FIFTH book in the funny, 
punny, bunny series sees our intrepid 
heroes travel south for a winter series 
in New Zealand, which naturally gives 
them the chance to visit Sqw’ 
Auckland. The jokes get worse, but 
the cartoons are delightful. 

THE ULTIMATE ONE-DAY CRICKET 
MATCH by Vic Marks and Robin Drake 
(Henemann Kingswood; 174pp; 
£3.95) 

WHAT would you do if a letter 
suddenly fell through your letter-box, 
inviting you to captain England 
against the Rest of the World in a 
one-day match at Lord's? This 
scenario, perhaps less unlikely after 
the events of 1988 than it might have 
seemed before, forms the basis for an 
innovative paperback. 

The new skipper’s first task (apart 
from evading the Lord's gatemen) is 
to go out to bat with England 111 for 3. 


f’MI 



Game on, as they say. You can be out 
for 0 or, by making the appropriate 
choices, can stroke an elegant 
half-century. You can also, if my effort 
is anything to go by, run out most of 
your team-mates in the process. Once 
the World XI bat, the pressure is really 
on. Again, the dilemmas come thick 
and fast: do you bowl Botham, or 
Emburey, or Edmonds? Do you listen 
to Emburey’s advice,*or Gower's? In 
the end, your decisions can lead to 
one of six possible finishes which 
either will leave you uncorking the 
champagne or skulking out to the tube 
station. Win or lose, it's an enjoyable 
read. 

By Staphan Lynch 





IT’S WEST INDIES...WHAT’S NEW? 

Moinuddin Hameed shoots the WSC matches in Australia 
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NothijiR's cliangod in 
Au.stj iiJiii., Ihf willicisnis 
and tlio s<Mili clad 
sjieclator included. And 
thank god for that! 























THE TOP BOWLERS 



Overs 

Mdns 

Runs 

WMs 

Avge 

,1 ' ■ A' ‘ 

' Bfl ■ - 

Curtley Ambrose (Wl) 

87.2 

13 

334 

21 

15.90 

5^ v'i 

Allan Border (Aus) 

44 

1 

177 

10 

17.70 . 

343 ' U i-- 

Ian Bishop 

66.4 

2 

283 

15 

18.86 

■ 8*27 , •'.’i;: 

Qarl Ho<^r 

25 

2 

101 

5 

20.20 

3*22 ' ^ 

" Terry Alderman (Aus) 

77 

10 

271 

13 

20.84 

S-SSr-' 

Aamer Malik (Pak) 

15 

1 

64 

3 

21.33 

2*38 ' 

Merv Hughes (Aus) 

69 

4 

309 

14 

22.07 

4-44 

Craig McDermott (Aus) 

61.2 

4 

289 

13 

22.23 

4-38 

Peter Taylor (Aus) 

83 

4 

365 

16 

22.81 

3-22 

Malcolm Marshall (Wl) 

88 

6 

326 

12 

27.16 

4-34 


Aamer Malek walks into 
a cheering reception. He 
was discovered ‘late’, 
played in only four 
matches and emerged 
fifth in the tournament 
averages 
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Imran Kluui 
disappointed as a bowler 
but recontirined Ins 
maturity a.s a bat.sniaii. 
Sadly, though, it wasn't 
enough 


,■ t. 












P W 

LRuns 

scored 

Overs 

bowled 

Wkis 

taken 

Best 

bowling 


Hlghdst 

score 


WEST INDIES 

11 

7 

4 2276 

511 

87 

5-17 

Ambrose 

111 

Hayhes 

AUSTRALIA 

11 

6 

5 2295 

470.2 

89 

4-38 

McDermott 

125* 

G.Marsh 

PAKISTAN 

8 

2 

61509 

345.4 

46 

4-25 

W. Akram 

90 

A.Malik 













I.. 


# • 


hard to identuy the 
batsman any longer. 
One-day cricket in 
Australia ensures easy 
identification. The 
batsman is Tauseef (it’s 
written on his back!) 




Each team’s scoring pattern 


W€ST INDIES 

AUSTRALIA 

PAKISTAN 


Runs 

Overs 

Wkts 

Runs 

Runs 

SCORED 

faced 

lost 

per Over 

per wicket 

2276 

475.4 

82 

4.78 

27.75 

2295 

497.4 

76 

*4.61 

30.19' 

1509 

353 

64 

4.37 

sai.57 


13 
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Raiiicsh Kri.sliiiaii 
with lii.s will' I’liya 


T he situation prior to 
the match itself was 
reeking of .Some¬ 
thing ominous. We*re 
talking about form> of 
course. 

Wilander after a 
dreadful December at 
the Masters and Davis 
Cup Final was making a 
mockery of his World 
No. 1 ranking on court. 

In the first round it¬ 
self. he nearly tripped, 
his 6-3, 2-6. 7-5. 5-7, 6-3 
win over Tobias Svantes- 
(i^hjVery workmanlike. 
JtlBjamesh Krishnan, on 
|l^,pi||^her hand, like an 
sUrfer, was per- 
ced on his 




board, right cm the crest 
of a wave. It was that one 
(sometimes more) period' 
of the year when his 
game, mind and body 
come together in perfect 
harmony. After slicing 
up Amoe Mansdorf to 
win the New Zealand 
Open, Krishnan was in 
devastating raaor-iMiarp 
form. 

For ohce Krishnan 
was not being pretty 
without effect. Like a 
smiling mugger with a 
jagged bottle in . his 
hand, he carved oat. a 
historic 6-3,6-2, 7-6 win, 
over the (lefendtng 
cham^n, and knew'l^ 


|iOwer, 










vac»8 Mfi pace every 
shot, and revels in send¬ 
ing: his opponent sout- 
tUng around the court, 
he: had np chance, if 
you're ti*^, unmoti¬ 
vated and uninterested 
(as Wilander was) the 
worst perscte to play iS 
Ramesh Kriishnan. 

Krishnan, did not let 
this particular oppor¬ 
tunity sup away. He 
teased Wilander, and at 
one point in tlu) third 
set, sent upa obiljiheh 
loh simply hecaii^^lt got 
hored". When you're tvw 
sete to 10 ^ up agahud; 
ths v«wi<J|^-b^t;^iyeiF» 
awogan^>d0^4^me 


easily. 

The last point, was 
typical. An, unhurried, 
graceful, high bacHhand 
oross-opurt volley and 
the crowd, who continue 
to admire this elegant 
Indian, put their beer 
cans away to let him 
know how they felt. 

. Wife Priya, a smile as 
wide, as a watermelon 
, slice leapt to her feet, 
perhapa in disbelief, as 
, ICitehnan. again typical- 
impassive shook 
,ypids as if he had done 
;^:most natural thing 
in the world. 

; . the press- 

'csamSrmwe later, Krtah- 


nan agreed it was ‘the 
most thrilling moment 
of my life”, but admitted 
realistically that “it was 
probably the worst you’ll 
ever see him (Wilander) 
play.” 

Although it was the 
first time he has beaten 
the World No. 1, Krish- 
nan has a string of 
famous victories behind 
him. 

In 1987, for example, 
he reached the quarter- 
fintds of the US C^n fbr 
the time, beating 
Paul Annsepne, Joakim 
Nystrom, Johann kriek 
and Aiulrtd Qhei^kov 
without diepping a set. 


A year earlier he put 
on a classic display ihv 
Hong Kong, beatiiiiig^- 
Cash, Connors ah|t 
Edmonson to Witt 

Now in retresspectiv 
Krishhan's win over. 
Wilander, spectacular 
it was. has lost m liltlie pf < 
its gloss. An opera' 
till the quarter-finals'b(^; 
fore him, Krishnan' dis*; 
appointed with hi's,. 
third-round four-set loss 
to Leonardo Lavalle, An. 
he rightly saht lafceKPv: 
"I'm not going to try aind; 
explain it”. ' k' 

■' ' ’ ‘ ''• ' 

A Cer rw ea H de ^ 












WHY YOU SHOULD BE EXC 

A TYEE YOU’LL NEVE 


The ro.ii <)1 ,1 iKnvcrfiil Foimuki (k)t, il' you’re next 
lo il, IS dll all (on.simiin^ exiMU'ieiice 
You actually I'ecl the roar ol (Miginecri'd Power 
imlsing through tlii' very blood iii your veins and 
the adrenalin I'xcites the sense's 

Hut to us at MHF, it is a serious, sophisticati'd, 
In speed tyre test machine A uui(|ue way in which 
to 'I'KS'I’ iK'w tyri' eouee'pts to huild better tyres 

lol \ou 

Al speeds close* to dt)() kins per hour, hi-performaiu'e 
iMes eiKounti'r I'xtre-iiK' eoiielitions eif he'at,, tx'iu 
pel at me, Iraetioii auel eve'll mole'cular stablility' To 
MK'I' R ('i [) pi'rsonni'l it’s an eipportunity to te*st 
Vdiioiis lulilie'r eomiiounels that e'an withstand thi'se 
I'Xire'me eonditieius 

Thai's whv Ml^F raeeei lorwarel to be the' first in 
Iiielia to make' a Formula Gar tyre 


To PUSH Rubbe'i aiiel Tyre cajiability to a real-life 
TEST To prohe* feir structural stability m ultra 
high-performance conditions 

And after eae h Adventure, that brave, solo Formula 
t'ar elriver will pull of his helmet to discuss the 
behaviour of his tyres with on track MRP’ R & D 
leehiiologists. ^ 

Ne*w knowl(*e]ge is gained on how Rubber coiniiounds, 
tyre-strueture', and technology be'have* under 
e'xtreine* stresses against gravity 

That knowledge is then translate'd into better materials 
and processes m the MRP’ Production-line: to build 
bi'tter, safer, hi perfoniiance* tyres for your city car. 

Another race One more Adventure towards new 
levels of tyre-technology P’or Vou 


MRF TYRES: Flying sold 

to new levels. 





Yes. MRF now makes Formula Tyres in India... 

Oil display here is Ihe higli-pimil in Indian Tyie Technnlogv 
Aiiothei First lor MHF 
IJIOSIGN HIGHLIGHTS 
i ' Ultra Low I’lolilo 

I ' Cuniponnd Designed to 'Adhere’ to the (rack 

Slick - No Pallerii (more eoritaet bettei traelion) 

L' Low Weight 

OFKltATIONAL I•'KATU1^ES 
I' Wide Contact Patch Alonfi the Axis 
1- Hifth Stability due to Low Side Wall 
' ' Low Inertia Hifili Maiioeiiverability 

TECHNICAL CHALLENGES IN TYFy-l DESIGN. 

' ■ HikIi Speed .Siruetural Stability of I’yre Comporu'nts 
1 Low Weiftht 
i Absolute Traction 
SIZE' 

L' Front Fitment 9(//20()-IS 
KearFitmenl, 14 0/22 0 !•') 

type; 

r Pneumatic 
L' Hiasply 
L' Tubeless 

SPEED CAPABILITY Hpto 200 KMPH' 


* 



Tyres with Muscle 


of t e chnology: for you. 











Mohammed Shahid, India’s finest hockey player this decade, 
speaks to Rohit Brijnath (with Padam Pati Sharma) 



B ENARiBS. City of ohaos. Ckiws Jostle with 
hunuuta ttod automobiles for space, and 
go almost uimotioed in the bedlam. 
Vendors scream “ayye babua" flaahing 
their panrstained teeth. No^e stops. 
Benares. City of serpentine gullies. 
Snaking throng^ the city they become filthier, 
and more ast oni shi n g, witii every twist and ti^. 
Benares. City of ghats. Bodies bum forever; 

smoke curling across the Ganges towards the 

setting sun. " 

City tef Mohammed Shahid. 

is a quiet 

ftimbling, frothy crowds. Just a qutet nod 








or India Again 




aoknowledgrement, of respect, suffices. 

At the ghat, he poses for photographs in a boat. 
A young man saunters up and Inquires where Fm 
ftrom. “SportsworlcT I counter “yeh Sha... ” 

He doesn’t let me finish. “Han mai janta hu 
kaun hain. ArreShahid ko kaun nahi janta" he 
says with a beaming smile. 

It is a smile reserved for a local boy come good. 
It is a smile for his local hero. 

And Shahid was—and is—so much more than a 
local hero. For he was a rarity in the Indian 
context; a true champion. A player whose 
presence could lift a team, and moreso, the 
flagging mood of an Indian crowd. Even last 
fortnight, a banner was displayed at the Indira 
Oandhi hookey tournament: “Shahid aurPargat 
ayenge; Bharat ko bachaenge". 

Though the man himself admits his singular 
presence couldn’t really alter an^hing... the 
banner actually reiterates our aiitrareness, that 
Mohammed Shahid was an unique hookey player. 

Like a sudden beam of sunlight he would 
scorch across the field with stunning speed...the 
man, the stick, the ball were one. As a spectator I 
will always have one lasting vision of him; in full 
stride, stick extended with the ball seemingly 
magnetised to it... .dipping his shoulder for that 
casual natural feint, his mind, like a radar, 
constantly locked onto the opposing goal. 

Such skill, such ability, cannot be learnt. It is 
one of those things, a gift, that a man is born 
with. If Shahid learnt anything, it was how to 
nurture and use this talent well. 

The major criticism then which confronted this 
genie of the dribble was ‘selfish play’. The 
thoughtless need to indulge himself, to keep the 
ball till he lost it.. .a player constantly disinclined 
to pass. 


Before the interview can actually 
commence, / mentioned his retirement 
conversationally but Shahid obviously 
upset about it, began spcqking im¬ 
mediately: 

After one of the matches in Seoul, 
Sharmaji (Jhaman Lai) asked me 
’why I was giving up hookey’. I 
said ‘iase zyaada beizati nahin ho 
aakti.. One who has been playing 
for India for 10 yeata, you sud¬ 
denly put him on for only 1CK15 
minutes at a stretch—can there be 
a greater dishonour?’ 

I have made it clear—I will play 
hockey, but I’m never going to 


This criticism, valid on occasions, was also in 
certain situations unfair. 

When Shahid played along side Mervyn 
Fernandes, Surjit Singh, Jalaluddin and Zafar 
Iqbal.. .it was the perfect fusion of a variety of 
remarkable skills. After Mervyn’s suspension 
and the retirement of the rest. Shahid was linked 
with an entire assortment of frontline players. 
But the discrepencies in skill between him and 
them were too great. Unequals, they were unable 
to harmonise...their inability to combine as a 
cohesive unit resulted in fragmented scattered 
individual play. And so the ‘selfish player’ tag 
would become even more pronounced. 

Yet it was unthinkable to form an Indian team 
without him, so authoritative and feared was his 
play. A decade went by, his resilience helping 
him handle a roller coaster career that stretched 
across three Olympics—Moscow 1980 to Seoul 
1988. 

Relaxed in his neat house in the center of 
Benares, Shahid speaks rapidly and with purpose 
and sincerity. Not one to speak in monosyllables, 
Shahid answers each question at length. With 
humour, with courage, and with a theatrical 
flouish of the hand. 

But it is with resentment and hurt that he 
speaks of his retirement., .a result of the tragic 
death of his daughter intertwined with the 
humiliation of being played for only 15-30 
minutes in Seoul. 

At 39, he is a man, a young man, wondering for 
the flrst time, perhaps, what he will do for the 
rest of his life. Wondering if he will be forgotten 
easily. 

Will we, then, forget that dazzling blur in 
Indian blue? 

—-RohH Brijnath 









play lor India again 
What was worse is that as soon 
as I came back from Seoul, 
Ganesh(the chief coach) gave a 
statement, that I, along with 
others (Gundeep, Sommaiya etc) 
had asked not to be considered for 
the team again. I have done no 
such thing There is no written 
statement, nothing on tape. If 
they want to tell me I am not 
wanted I will never come again 
Is this retirement final? 

I am not Govinda, Ashok, Kindo 
and Surjit|that I will go back 
again after ‘retirement’. No cur¬ 
rent Indian has played more than 
me—I have lost count of the 
matches I have played. 

They asked me to come when my 
daughter (Lubna) was unwell and 
I explained it was not 

possible. Mai bare pareshaanain 
main tha. They tried to push my 1 
statement as false—so I said why 
not send an inquiry to my home to 
check on my daughter. But no-one 
was willing to listen to me 
Who? 

The Hockey Federation fel¬ 
lows—the officials. They all said I 
did not want to play, and that I 
was using my daughter as an 
excuse. I said, if I wanted to retire 
I would have said so after the 
Nationals (which Railways won) 
in front of the TV and press. 

You have obviously used the Pargat 
episode(his walking out of the camp) as 
an excuse to retire? 

I was looking for a reason to 
retire, yes. 

What was the real reason for your 
retirement? 

My biggest disappointment was 
that they took me to the Seoul 
Games and used me for only 15-20 
minutes—‘hamara bahut badi in¬ 
sult ki’. 

Ganesh was after me. We were 
going to Kenya for a tournament 
and I asked to be left out. Ganesh 
sent me an urgent message 
asking me to come but I said Tm 
sorry but my daughter’s very ill. 
Why should a guy who has played 
for 10 years otherwise refuse to go 
out for 10-12 days I am here to 
play—if I didn’t play who would 
know me? 

But they felt that 'yeb Jooth bol 
raha hai, bahaana de raha haf 
that is why they wanted to take 


•6 







badia on me 

When I reached Bangralore I 
hadn’t touched a stick for 3 
months.I failed the test and was 
unfit I told Ganesh to send me 
back but he said there was no 
question of sending a team with¬ 
out me. He added that he would 
‘rest’ me for the Pakistan series 
before Seoul, and I replied ‘no 
problem’. 

So then why were you not played in the 
Seoul Olympics? 

Ask them. A press friend of mine 
in Delhi, Chaudhury, asked 
Ganesh exactly this, and Ganesk 
said I was ‘unfit’. 

If I was indeed ’unfit’, then sus¬ 
pend the doctor who passed me as 
fit. That means you have given a 
‘dhoka’ to everyone by taking an 
unfit player. 

In Seoul, didn’t anyone take your side., 
or was Ganesh’s word final? 

If someone had been there he 
would have asked Ganesh why 
Shahid was not played. Many 
selectors were present, but nobody 
asked otherwise the press would 
have reported it. 

Perhaps K.P. Singh Deo(the In¬ 
dian chef de mission) did ask 
Ganesh. 

What was the attitude of manager 
Jhaman Lai Sharma regarding this? 

Jhaman Lai Sharma, has been 
our teacher and with his blessings 
we have come so far. But as you 
know the team manager’s job is 
only to keep an account of expend¬ 
iture and take care of the team. It’s 
not his job to say who should play 
and who should not. 


Today, if my gamo is not 
superior in comparison to 
anybody’s in the team then 
haman doao hath hat lUjfa 
Jala 


Look, Indian hockey captains 
are not given muck 
importance. But daring my 
captabiey we did net alfdw 
unnecesiMify playoTs tn pi#^ 
Qnkr those who fiera ghod,'’ ^ 








■i; , . 


■ ■' .•■•X 

--"-v 

it- 

-V ’’ 





ir-rril 





And the Government has given 
permission to Ganesh to remain as 
coach till 1990, and given the full 
responsibility of the team to him 
In Seoul, before every match, did 
Ganesh select the team alone? 

Yes 

What about Sommaiya? 

No. (hesitates). Maybe Ganesh 
selected the team and maybe Som¬ 
maiya also did. Look, Indian hock¬ 
ey captains are not given such 
importance. But during my cap¬ 
taincy we did not allow unneces¬ 
sary players to play. Only those 
who were good, played. (Shahid 
later admitted that a certain 
senior Indian player was also in¬ 
volved in keeping him out of the 









team in Seoul) 

How was Sommaiya as a captain? 
You see Sommaiya is a good 
friend of mine, and I have not 
talked to him about captaincy or 
about the team. 

I was not going to ask Ganesh to 
let me play Ganesh is my coach 
and I respect him as my elder, but 
1 am sorry, he has not played more 
hockey than I 

A lot of people in Indian hockey have 
had a Godfather to look after them. You 
played for India for 10-12 years... was 
there anybody in the IHF who kept 
helping you or could have helped in 
Seoul? 

No, there was no such man. 
Before Seoul, did you ever have any 
problems with officials or coaches? 

No. Believe me, when we used 
to play then, Ganesh and these 
Federation people used to plead 


with us. I said after the Asian 
Gaunes that I would not play in the 
World Cup, (London) but they 
argued, ‘without you the team 
cannot go’. 

After the team lost, they said 
Shahid was responsible. 

I had given eui interview at that 
time, in which I said that the team 
lost because of the selectors. The 
coach was responsible, the mana¬ 
ger was and the selectors were 
responsible and not us. 

The team cannot lose because of 
one man. And in the World Cup, 
Shahid was not the only one to 
play. There were 11 players/other- 
wise they should have sent only 
me. 

Till 19861 didn’t have any ptx?b- 
lem. In fact inspite of our team 
coming 12th, I was unofficially 
declared the 'best player’. 


Do you have any comment on the 
treament meted out to you by the IHF, 
annd what is your opinion of Mr. 
Prasad, the present IHF president? 

I have never met Prasad Saheb till 
today. I never went to see him and 
neither has he come to see me. I 
mean, he is the President, why 
will he come and see us or meet us. 

For me, the need did not arise. I 
am not the sort of player who will 
go to Prasad aaheb or Ganesh to 
kiss their toes. I survived because 
of my game 

In Seoul, for how kmg could you have 
played? 

The whole game. I could have 
played the whole game. 

In Bangralore, we had to run a 
round of 2.5 km. And 1 used to 
run with all the boys. And then 
Ganesh himself kept telling me 
that ‘you are oompeletely fit*. 



There was a test, which passed 
me as fit. No-one can say that 
Shahid ran behind the boys. There 
was no question of my being iinflt. 
Then if you were ‘fa’ it seems rather 
strange that you were not played 
Even todayrRohiU do my practice. 
And I can tell you this—no-one in 
the present Indian team (which 
was playing in the Indira Qandhi 
Gold Cup then) has mdre speed 
than me on the ball. Today, if my 
gaune is not superior in compari¬ 
son to anybody’s in the team then 
iismaara dono hath kat diye 
Jayen. < 

I can still play gfood hookey 
continously for the next three 
years for the Indian team. I 'only 
left because they did a very bad 
thing to me. I am a respectable 
man. I |iaven’t gone to anybody 
with the request that I be allowed 


to play 

If you were recalled just now could you 
play an entire game? 

Why not. I am groing to play for 
three more years in fact, but only 
for the Railways. I will never play 
for India again 
Even if you were rectdled? 

Even then I will not go 

Say if Ganesh was replaced by another 

coach? 

No, there’s no question of my 
playing. Anyway, my going back 
woxildn’t make the Indian team 
win. 

This game—hockey—is such 
that by including Shahid and Par- 
gat Singh, you don’t win matches. 
Until and unless the 11 players, 
coach and manager are not 
together, until and unless there is 
balance between them, the team 
can never win. 


We are not magicians. When we 
were losing against Britain (in 
Seoul) they put me onto the field 
for 15 minutes. What can I do in 
15 minutes? 

Then again why play me in the 
second half. Whey not play me in 
the first half and get an advan¬ 
tage. 

Did you ever see any bias in selection? 
What was the criteria for selection? 
All the selectors are ex-players. 
They come. The trials are held. A 
medical check-up is done. They 
see how fit you are 
What I say is, along with 



physical fitness, the game is also 
important. Apart frem fitness, 
you should also have some skill, 
some stick-work, a balance should 
be there. You should have an abil¬ 
ity to control the ball, not Jiist run 
around the ground. If that is all 
that is required, why not take FT 
Usha into the team. She will keep 
running 

From the time you have been playing 
have you had any problems with the 
IMF? 

As far as I am concerned, believe 
me, they never did anything 
wrong. If I have an enemy it is 
Ganesh. If he wanted, I would 
have been in the team now. 

What role has the IHF played during 
your career..what have Aey done..visa 
vis astro-turf etc..? 

They have done something They 
have put an astro-turf in Delhi, 


The team camiot lose 
hecause of one im Aoitiii 
the ioiiitoti World Cup, Shahid ^ 
was not the Only one to play. 
There were t l waysTS. 
Oflierwise they shkld have 
pentonlynie 



one in the Shivaji stadium, there’s 
also one in Uttar Pradesh. 

Okay, we have no problems re¬ 
garding kit etc, but one thing is 
there—there is no money in Indi¬ 
an hockey. 

Until and unless the Indian 
hockey team wins, nothing will 
happen. The IHF says, ‘if you 
guys win, well give you every¬ 
thing.’ 

But I have never interfered with 
what is happening with the IHF. I 
was only interested in playing and 
nothing else. I was never involved 
in any sort of politics. I was only 
concerned with the game-I would 
play and quietly go to my room. 

I have never said why are you 
playing him and why aren’t you 
playing him. In fact even when I 
was captain of the Indian team, I 
never said this guy should play 







You mean you were not involved at all in 
team selection? 

It’s not like cricket where you 
consult the captain. It’s more like 
a captain’s main job is to toss and 
wear the captain’s armband 
What is was your opinion about the 
Pargot episode? 

Well, it gave me an opportunity to 
announce my retirement 

My friends and relatives had 
told me ‘don’t be stupid, don’t 
retire’ You have to play for India’. 

I wasn’t in a mood to retire but 
after the Ganesh incident I 
changed my mind. 

Even my mother, (who only 
watches television when I play,) 
said, when she saw I wasn’t played 


in Seoul, ‘Ring him up and tell 
him not to play for India anymore; 

This, from my mother who has 
always helped me, who has 
mended my hockey sticks, and 
who always pushed me to play. 
She was now telling me to quit 
saying they have insulted you so 
much’ 

Do you think Pargat did the right thing 
in leaving the camp? 

Look the question of Pargat doing 
the right think doesn’t arise .he 
has to play a lot of hockey for 
India. Pargat isn’t a new player 
that this is something unusual 
which has happened to him. It has 


happened to a lot of people. If 
Pargat doesn’t play it won’t make 
a difference to Ganesh, the IHF or 
anyone. 

Look Indira Gandhi has gone 
but India is still alive. But what 
happens is that you think—if Par¬ 
gat was playing what would have 
happened 

Pargat didn’t play in this 
tournament and there was no jaan 
in the team. On one hand you 
commend a player and on the 
other you do something like this 
to him. 

For example I remember whepi 
the team returned victorious from 
Africa, Ganesh told Margaret Alva 
about Mark Patterson. ‘After a 


If I wa$ initsad 'aiifit* (for ttio 
Seoul Olympics} then suspend 
the doctor who passed me js 
could have pOiyed the 
urhole fame In Seoul 

The amoUBt of power and 
responsilM ^veuto fianesh 
is such that whan do wl^^ ' 
he wants.. He can play anyone 
and bench anyone / 


long time we have found another 
really good keeper* 

And then during the Asian juniors 
they did not play him, even 
though he to the Olympics. 

The thing now is that the entire 
responsiblity of the Indian hockey 
team has been given to Ganesh. 
Now tell me how much experience 
does he have in the geme. From 
outside the field, anyone can say 
Shahid you should have done this, 
you should have done that. 

But I’ll tell you one thing, if a 
man’s mind become posioned he 
can never progress. When he be¬ 
came coach, it was under his 
coaching, that we won in Dubai 
and Malaysia—I tell you this, he is 
a very lucky man—but now, and I 
don’t know how, (perhaps some¬ 
body is pressuring him) he has 
changed. 

Why? 

I don’t know 

But for what reason did he get annoyed 
with you? 

Now what, can I say—how do I 
know why he got angry with me? 
Have you ever asked him the reason for 
this? 

No why Should I. He’s not my 
friend. If I did, he would put his 
arm around my shoulder and say, 
‘Why should I be angry with you?’ 
Do you think MP Singh should have 
been made captain? 

Look MP is a good friend of mine, 
a class-fellow. But Pargat 
shouldn’t get angry about this...I 
read in the paper that in India, 
whoever is made captain, is kick¬ 
ed out of the team eventually. So 
that means MFs turn is coming 

Pargat is definitely junior to 
MP. But on the basis of perform¬ 
ance Pargat should have been 
made captain. And if neither was 
mside captain, it should be Sujit 
Kumar who is the senior-most. 
People say the Pargat is a little crazy, 
that’s why he shouldn’t be made captain 
(Laughing, obviously an old joke) 
if Pargat is crazy, so is MP. After 
all both are Sardars* 

But how can you say he is crazy. 
Has he ever hit anyone or abused 
anyone? 

When Pargat played well and 
scored that brilliant goal against 
West Germany (Australia, 1085) 
everyone said ‘Pargat has saved 
India’. And now when he left the 





camp they say ‘usne itni baxi galti 
kar li’. 

Pargat is a player and therefore 
he is at fault. If an official or 
Ganesh did that, no-one would say 
anything. 

But if I meet Pargat I will de¬ 
finitely say that ‘Look you have to 
play so much hockey, why run 
j after the captaincy. If you become 
I captain what will you get. If you 
want, become captain for the 1 
Asian Games or Olympics, why is 
it so important to become captain 
for a tournament like this’ This a j 
wrong move that he made and he 
shouldn’t have done this. 

I am Pargat’s friend and I know 
what the real reason is Rut the 
public will keep saying he has 
done a wrong thing. But perhaps 
in a way he’s done the right thing 
because no player has ever had the 
guts to do something like this. 
What do you think of the present Indian 
team? 

See in the present team they’ve 
taken some new boys, but there’s 
no assurance regarding how long 
they will keep playing. As far as 
their performance is concerned, 
there’s no need to say anything, 
because you and everyone can see 
what’s happening. 

Anyway if we win a tournament 
everyone says ‘wah wah’ and if we 
lose 

But the thing is, it you inculcate 
young players in the team, you 
must also have some experienced 
players. 

How come they change players so fast: 

At one tournament there will be six new 
players.,.and at the next another new 
batch of youngsters. Why does this 
happen? 

Why don’t you ask Ganesh 
What do the selectors do than? Are they 
not an autonomous body? Is there 
interference? 

The first important thin^ is, that 
on the selection committee there is 
someone from Bengal, from Pun¬ 
jab, ft^m UP, etc. 

The second point is, how many 
times have the ^lectors played on 
astro-turf. Yes, they are respected 
players but they must remember 
that they are making an Indian 
team not a Railway or Punjab 
Police team etc. 

One hears that the Indian hook¬ 



ey team was being made and no 
selector was present at Bangalore. 
And the team was made. How was 
it made...you have appointed the 
selectors, so the selectors should 
go and make the team 
That means the coach is supreme in 
Indian hockey: 

The amount of power and respon¬ 
sibility given to Ganesh is such 
that he can do what he wants He 
can play anyone and bench 
anyone 

A lot of people have said that you were a 
very seffish player? 

Yes, people have been saying this 
for years and I can only say that; 
chand mai bhee gadda hm (there is 


[ a scar also on the moon) 

! Selfish is that player who drib¬ 
bles his opponent ten times in the 
same place...who doesn’t move 
forward or backwards but stays in 
the same place. 

I know this is arrogant talk, but 
my capacity is greater than other 
players. Whenever I got the ball I 
tried to dribble into the ‘D’ and 
make something—a short corner 

Okay, I could pass the ball to 
another player, but he may not 
have the ability to pass it back to 
me in the ‘D’. 

And, is there any player in the 
world who you people haven’t 
criticised. 









“The Pakistanis 
were aiways 
afraid of me...” 

“In 1980»during the Moscow 
Olympics, we were playing the 
final against Spain and were 
ahead by three goals. In this 
match I got a ball, which I took 
from my striking circle, went 
all along with it to the other 
end of the field and scored a 
goal. It was only after this goal, 
that I became so famous If I 
had failed to score that people 
would have said that Shahid 
played so selfishly 
Believe me the Pakistanis 
were always afraid of me. They 
were very particular on 
keeping a check on me. Even in 
their meetings, before they 
played us they used to say, 
forget everybtidy, just keep a 
check on Shahid, he is the only 
playei' who is disturbing our 
team. Hasan Sardar gave a 
srtatement in Pakistan, after his 
,team returned home, losing 
very badly to us here in India. 
uHesaid Pakistan has not lost to 
they have lost to Shahid. 


“I did for Indian hockey and iosf my 

daughfer” 

“I have decided once and for all that I will never go back to play fbr 
India. Because of hockey, I have suffered very much. Believe me, its 
only because of hockey that I lost my daughter. When I returned 
home, with her, after her operation, had I been with her for 3 
months, I wouldn't have lost her—because every month I used to take, 
her to Delhi. When I returned from Seoul, she had a bad cough. From 
that day, till she expired, I couldn't sleep well. 

Nobody listened to me when I said that she was ill and that I could 
not attend camps. I didn’t do anything for her. Instead, I did for 
Indian hockey. If I had done for her then I wouldn’t have lost her. 
Believe me, I have suffered a big loss. 

Because of hockey. I could not stay at home during festivals, 
neither during Id nor Bakri Id, marriages, or birthdays. My 
daughter’s birthday was on 23nd Sept. I rang up from Seoul, asking 
them not to celebrate. Let me also have a moment of happiness, I told 
them. Celebrate when I come back. After returning I waited for her to 
get well. Instead she died. 

I have two more children. If they had died, I woifldn’t have felt to 
bad, as 1 feel now. after the death of Lubna. She was so brilliant. 
Thirteen month old children ai’e not so brilliant.. 


“If I were a crickefer fhen loday I 
would have bough! fhe whole of 
Benares...” 

“What, have I gained from hockey? Only fame, And respectibility, 
not money. Every player wants and looks for money. When you go 
abroad, you do ne^ at least ten to 20 thousand rupees, afterall you 
have to stay there for 10 16 days. But you can’t, unless you have 
money... We get ten dollars a day. 

If I were a cricketer, then today I would have bought the whole of 
Banares. Oh yes. we got big awards. When I got the Arjuna award, I 
received five thousands rupees with it. Then, the Padma Shri la such 
a big award. 

But what do I do with it? Along with the Padma Shri they could ; 
have written to my department that Shahid has got the Padma Shri, 
and he should be given a promotion. Otherwise what’s the point in 
giving me the Padma Shri. It’s lying some where in a trunk. After aU 
I can’t eat the Padma Shri, 

Today, I am such a ‘big’ player, If I go out in ray slippers,"then 
people will say, Shahid is a miser, because in the eyes of the public, I , 
am a very big man* If the dhobi is taking one rupee from every boc^, . 
he will ask for three from me, saying, Saheb, you are such abigman^ 
what’s money to you. But only I know what money is to me, 

When we go abroad we used to get five dbllars per da^before, now 
its 10. Whatever amount Isaved in my bank. I took it out to buy ,. 

dollars in the black market because If I’m going abroad, then,! have' 
to buy something for my family and Mends. If the peopj^^fumtnd me 
are buying, then I will also feel like taking something home. That is .. 
why. I took all my money along and this is the reaepn why my bank 
account has never prospered." ■ ,* 





“The players I admire” 

“Surjeet Singh others were such players that people were afraid 
of them. They were terrors on the field and off it too. I remember an 
incident when I ww new in the team. I went to play in Pakistan with 
Surjeet and the others. The Pakistan team had KaJimulla and others 
That was the time when I had got the best player award. Teams from 
Australia, and Irfalayasiaand other countries were also there and it 
was the first time I was plajdhg outside India. 

During one match my stick hit Aktar Rasool. At that time Rasool 
w^ a very famous player. I had heard and read about him during my 
school and college days. I was aft^d that something would happen. 
and ab I went to ^Jeet and told him what had hapi^ned. I was with 
Surjeet when Itesool came tg us. looking like a lion in rage. He told 
Surjeet to.teil me to behave, otherwise I Would have to face the 
oQiis^uenoes.’ $urjeet cursed him in Pui^jahi, and told him to get lost 
Wd play liroperiy, otherwise. ..The Pakistanis’ were very afraid of 
him. 

, I idso admire Ilici^harlesworth; a lot. The way the Australians play, 
i»al8o veryiftltje, .^t aee&eir3niirfortuhe. In. i984at LA, they were 
so sw^uf winni^ the gold medal, that they had one made and 
iJrbught it alongwiththeih. But they lost to Pakistan, 

’ Thete hep ht^been and them will not be acent^orward like 

Hasan had the stilok’Vtork and the ability to score 

ijOpqpsihlegjosiSfela^ maimer in which he behaved, in 

If yoh pdt 


“rm a film buff" 

“Apart from hockey, I did not 
take much interest in other 
games. After they began 
televising one day matches I 
have become interested in 
cricket. I saw Gavaskar and I 
liked him. 

Badminton player Modi was 
also a nice chap. Syed Modi’e 
style of playing was very good. 
Then Vijay Amritrs^j hi tsnniS. I 
even saw him play ing a match 
or rather he took me.tosSethC , 
match. 

Amitabh Bachchan is my big , 
hero. I really like his acting; 1 • 
have met hinialso, in 1983, j ■ 
when he was shooting hia ftrm:. }' 
‘Namak Halal.’He was.at his 
peak then. I am a great film ■ 
buff. I see films every day. If J 
am in Benares for 30 days, theif' 
I will see one on video every ." 
day.” 


These are excerpts from an hour tong 
interview conducted at Shahtd s home in Benares 


a 





M.P.GANESH 


"We have the 
stamina,but lack 
the skill..." 

One always thought it 
was the other way round. 

But chief coach Ganesh 
thinks that’s the problem 
with the Indian hockey team 



SPORTSWORLO: After Pargat Singh was overlooked as the 
captain of the Indian team he left the camp at Bangalore. 
What was the reaction of the players at the camp? 

M GANF]SH No comments 
A lot of young players have been included in the Indian 
team. What was the reason behind this. And did their 
inexperience hamper the performance of the team at the 
recent Indira Gandhi tournament? 

After Shahid and Sommaiya retired we had a 
vaccum in the team I^argat only aggravated 
this situation This is the reason we have had to 
include the newcomers The initial plan was to 
wait for sometime and put them in as substitutes 
so that they got used to the pressure of playing 
international matches In some ways this sudden 
change in plan could prove to be better in the 
long run 

I don't think the perfoi mance of the newcomers 
hampered the performance of the team We did 
well considering the fact that we had 
gone in with a bunch of green horns, At least we 
made it to the seni i finals and took the third spot 
What are your plans for the future? Are you going to retain 
the same team for the next few tournaments especally the 
all important Champions Trophy at West Berlin in June? 
Iminediatcly after the tournament we are going 
back to the camp We will try and get the players 
who have retired like Sommaiya and Shahid to 
come in and tram with the team If required they 
could be included in the team Firstly, their 
experience and knowledge of the game will help 
the newcomers to over come some of their 
problems Kvery player has been observed during 
this tournament and his faults noted, during the 
camp we will try and rectify them 

As far as relainuig the same team for the next 
tournament is concerned we will have to sue how 

\ 4 ~~' . 


Coach Ganesh (right) and manager Sharma (left) 
insisted that Shahid wasn’t fit to last more than 
30 minutes at tlie Seoul Olympics 




they progress during the camp. 

Could you specify the problems of the team which were 
observed during the tournament? 

We play according to the old format of 5-3-2-1 
But for this pattern of play a lot of skill and 
stamin^i is required We have the stamina but 
come up short as far as skill is concerned 


We will try and get Sommaiya and 
Shahid to come in a train with the 
team, if required they could be 
included in the team" 



Our players try and emulate the style of the 
Europeans which involves long passes and very 
fast penetration through the defence This style 
does not match the pattern we play. Therefore 
what happens is that all plans made prior to a 
match go haywire By this I don’t mean that we 
lack in skill but there is not enough emphasis 
placed on it 

The second problem is that the new players (I 
won’t mention names) stand and wait for the ball 
to come to them. During our match against 
Poland I asked them to ask for the passes and to 
constantly move up and down It worked out but 
then in the next few matches they kept shut and 
messed up It they had earned on like they did in 
the match against Poland we could have beaten 
I Pakistan But they were over awed by them and 
let them get away. 

What do you think is our problem with our penalty corner 
conversions? 

No comments. 

When you took over as coach of the Indian team there were 
some rumours that you had some problems with the senior 
players In the Indian team. When I took over, the 
players were used to doing things their own way. 
Whenever, I suggested something new, like 
trying out the reverse flick they, just refused to 
try it out. It was only after a lot of arguments 
that they finally gave in If you notice during the 
tournament they avoided using the reverse flick. 
Using it only as a last resort 

We are trying out new laces, but what kind of experience 
do these youngsters have an Astro Turf, At such a crucial 
stage do you think Indian hockey can afford such chances, 

I believe the change to artificial surface has led 
to the decline to hockey in our country. During 
the 1976 Montreal Olympics synthetic surface 
was officially approved. It was only in 1981 that 
we got our first astro turf and that too only half a 
pitch I agree it is expensive but then if the game 
has to improve we need more artificial surfaces 
The five that we have in the country are not 
enough We don’t need full pitches small pitches 
where three-a-side or six-a-side hockey can be 
played At least the players will get a feel of the 
surface. 

Some of the foreign coaches have suggested 
that we start playing indoor hockey because the 
ball never goes out of play and this increases 
stamina and skill I have plans to convert two 
halls in Bangalore for this purpose 

How has synthetic surface changed the game so 
drastically. 

Power play has come in. You need a lot of stamina 
to play on this turf. Also the present day players 
have shorter careers compared to those of Leslie 
Claudius and Udham Singh who played in four 
Olympics Some people have the opinion that 
synthetic surfaces compromises on skill This is 
not true because if you see the Germans and the 

Australians.they don’t compromise with skill. 

Instead they combine skill with stamina 
intervtowed hy Avik Lm, Lucknow 





THE 

SHAHID-GANESH 

FEUD 

I T is obvious from what Shahid has said that 
there were two primary reasons that forced 
him into retirement. First, the insult of 
being played a mere 15-20 minutes at the 
matches during the Seoul Olympics and 
second, coach M.P.Ganesh. Shahid has made 
no bones about the fact that Ganesh was 'the 
enemy’. His accusations against the coach 
seem to say that Ganesh is too despotic and is 
not willing to take anybody elses idew into 
account. 

When our correspondent at the Lucknow 
Indira Gandhi tournament asked Ganesh 
a^ut the attitude of the senior players his 
answer (off the record) was that when he took 
oyer, the players were doing their own thing, 
and would not do what Ganesh asked them to 
do. Ganesh even spoke of arguments. Perhaps, 
herein lies the seeds that grew into the bitter 
Oanesh-Shahid feud. Previous coaches 
Harmeek Singh and Ajitpal Singh, both fine 
gentlemen and experienced players, were not 
the most strict disciplinarians. The players 
were given a lot of leeway and were even 
fdlowed to experiment with their own thing. 
The senior players even formed their own 
ideas about how the team should play. When 
Ganesh Came in he wanted to stop this, as he 


Ganesh; Too despotic 




Shahid: Still better than th« rest? 


himself has admitted in the interview. There 
was obviously some.sort of ’revolt’ by the 
senior players against the new coach’s 
‘highhandedness’. 

The coach, used the retirements of 
Sommaiya and Shahid as the reason for the 
■ introduction of new blood in the team, but 
Shahid repeatedly told our corresponaent who 
met him in Benares that he announced his 
retirement after he found that he had been left 
out of the camp. Ganesh says that Shahid 
asked not to be considered fbr the team after 
his return trom. Seoul. Shahid counters with 
"there’s nothing on record saying I asked not 
to be considered.” That is true. Only whena. 
player puts it down in writing that he is not 
available can he be left out. Shahid might have 
said something in his frustrsdioa after the 
Olympics, but he put nothing on paper. But * 
Ganesh has used this and has frustrated ' 

Shahid into saying that he will never play for 
India again. , . ' . 

Shahid insists that he was lit to tb« ’ 
entire 70 minutesat Seoul. Yet, sverytiniel 
asked coach Ganesh or manager Jhaman Lai 
Sharma why Shahid waS being played only 30 
minutes in a gaine during the Olyinplos tt^ey ' 
told me On more than one ocoai^ona thatOite " 
was not fit to play any longer. ' 

Sommaiya too expressed the same ! 

Shahid’s reference to another plajej^ksfepln# ?. ' 
him out of the Seoul matphee ieia a • 

■probabfii^ arefej^enpetoSomine^Jiii^^^jf/'-'V/'^ 
whole case bcnte toShahii^aeK^l'^.: :’^- 

against thatch G^esb..ir’‘“ 

anSyOeMen ■ 







PAUL LITJENS 


The Man 

The World Feared 

If you were defending a penalty corner against 
Dutchman Litjens, then you knew fear. Avik Lee 
spoke to the legend in Lucknow 


I N Bombay during the 1982 
hookey World Cup, a blonde, 
tall, big built Dutchman who 
had played the last match for 
his country walked off the field to 
a standing ovation. This man was 
Paul Litjens the penalty corner 
specialist whose career had 
spanned more than a decade. 

As the story goes .. .the rivals 
feared Litjens more than they 
feared all the members of the 
Dutch team put together. 

In 1970 when hockey was still 
played on grass and not on 
artificial surfaces, Litjens 
epitomised the power aspect of 
traditional hockey. Starting out in 
the forward line he never thought 
he would be given an opportunity 
to specialise in taking the penalty 
corner. “We already had a penalty 
corner specialist and he was doing 
well, obviously there was no 
question of anyone else taking the 
corner. This opportunity only 
came to me after Tigs Kruize, the 
specialist, broke his leg in a car 
accident just before the 1976 
Montreal Olympics. Even though 
he did recover and made it back to 
the Dutch aide, 1 suppose I had 
already established myself.” 

He recalls his childhood when at 
the age of 12 he started playing 
hockey,” I loved the sound of the 
ball hitting the boards. I practiced 
talcing the hit from all angles, 
maybe just the ability to crack the 
ball hard and feel good about it 
was the reason behind my 
success....” 

“But as my reputation grew, so 
did the pressures of taking a 
peh^ty corner. Soon the Dutch 
fans expected me to convert every 
single penalty corner awarded to 


us. This was impossible I am glad 

I gave up the game.now when 

I see a player take the penalty 
corner I hate to be in his shoes 
This might surprise a lot of people 
but the reason is simple, when I 
was playing there were no big 
money involvements. You played 
for your country and for the 
trophy, today all that has changed 
because sponsors have stepped 
into the playing arena. The 
players are conscious of their 

Is it Superman, Clark Kent or 
Christopher Reeve? No it’s 
hookey legend Paul Litjens; a 
different look from his playing 
days (colour picture shows a 
young Litjens at his last World 
Cup) 



performance and this adds to the 
pressures and tensions of playing 
an international tournament.” 

Having started his playing 
career on grass he has had to 
change his style to keep up 
to the changes in sui faces and 
rules 

“It was very important for us to 
change our style of play because 
the ball moved much faster on the 
artificial surface than on grass. 

We needed more stamina and 
speed and we had to train extra 
hard all of a sudden. We hated it 
but we adapted ourselves." 

The rules were also different 
then because at present for a 
penalty corner you have to stop 
the ball with the hockey stick but 
earlier on before this change came 
about you had to stop the ball with 
your hand and this was definetly 
much easier and faster. This was 
only one of the few rule 
changes, but as the surface 
changed from grass to synthetic 
surfaces I suppose the rules also 
had to change, maybe not always 
for the better. ” 

Commenting on India’s decline 
as a hockey playing nation he 
said, "The main reason is the shift 
from grass to Astro Turf. I have 
been told that in India there are 
only five or six astro turfs. This is 
shocking because in Holland we 
have close to 300 artificial 
surfaces and compare the size of 
the two countries! There is one 
point I would like to clarify here 
and that is that not all the pitches 
are full size. Some are smaller 
while others are of the proper size. 
The moment a teenager starts 
playing hockey he does so on an 
artificial surface. 

S7 
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I In India I believe they play 
! national level tournaments on 
grass and play international 
tournaments on astro turf. How 
does a player adapt? I don’t blame 
the players because they have to 
use what is given to them., it is 
' about time the bureaucrats 
I Invested in synthetic surfaces that 
are much cheaper than the ones 
already installed. At least the 
players will get a feel of synthetic 
surfacxis when they start playing' 
ho(.:key " 

Although having given up 
active participation in the game he 
IS involved in the administrative 
side The purpose of his trip to 
Lucknow was to study the coach 
and manager’s comments and 
report back to the Dutch Hockey 
Federation with his own 
observations 

He said, “I don’t miss the game 

H ..' ' 


Ties Kruize: the other great 
Dutch hockey legend broke his 
leg and gave Litjens the 
opportunity to take the penalty 
corner hits 


DID YOU 
KNOW.... 


.. that Paul Litjens 
represented his country in 
177 international matches. 

. .scored 267 goals out of 
which 29 were penalty 
corner conversions. 

. .represented his country 
in two Olympics—1972 
Munich and 1976 Montreal. 

. .played in four World 
Cups—1971 Barcelona, 
1973 Amsterdam. 1978 
Bunos Aires 1982 Bombay. 


at all. I am pursuing a carrer in 
law. I am a lawer with an 
Insurance firm and quite involved 
with the job. Although I have 
received many offers to become a 
coach I have always avoided 

it.if anybody wants advise I am 

willing to help out but not a full 
time coaching job. ” 

Today, seven years later when 
he arrived as the Head of 
Delegation of the Dutch team for 
the Indira Gandhi Tournament 
there were rumours that he had 
come to play. There was fear. But 
Litjens now obviously out of 
shape, and a Clark Kent lookalike 
dispelled all rumours saying he 
was ‘over and out a long time ago’ 
Thank goodness sighed other 
teams. 

How about helping out in India 
Mr Litjens. It’s here that your 
expertise is required! 
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HORS 


H orse Trials, also 
commonly known 
as the three-day 
event equestwian 
competition, tests the 
overall abilities of horse 
and rider in competition 
at dressage, 
cross-country and 
endurance riding, and 















oil a point system of 
from O to 6 points for 
each required ^ait 

“General impression" is 
also judged, and points 
are deducted for 
performing the 
movements in the wrong 
order 

The second day's 
competition, considered 


the most difficult and 
most important event of 
the three-day 
competition, is a test of 
speed, endurance, and 
jumping ability on a 
course divided into 
steeplechase, 
cross-country, and two 
road and track sections. 
The length of the course 
varies according to the 


significance of the 
competition, the 
Olympic and world 
championship courses 
being the longest, 20 
miles (32 3 km). 

The final day of the 
three-day event is 
devoted to a show 
jumping competition 
designed to demonstrate 
a horse’s ability to 
perform after the severe 
endurance test of the 
second day. In this 
competition, which is 
not considered a 
difficult test of jumping 
ability, the horse 
hurdles 10 to 12 
obstacles over a distance 
of 820 to 984 yards (750 
to 900 m) at an average 
speed of 15 miles (24 
km) an hour. As in the 
second day’s 
competition, penalty 
marks are given for 


failing to clear obstacles 
and for exceeding the 
time limit. During the 
three-day event, both 
team and individual 
scores are recorded, 
team scores by totalling 
the points of the best 
three of the four team 
members. 

Originating as a 
cavalry test for officers’ 
chargers, the three-day 
event is still called the 
militaire on the 
Continent The 
Federation Equestre 
Internationale 
(International 
Equestrian Federation), 
which supervises 
international 
competition, calls the 
event Concours Complet 
d'Equitation (“Complete 
Competitive 
Examination in 
Horsemanshi p”). 

All transparencies by; Coiorsport 
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_HYD ERABAD 

Rasheed Memorial 
Badminton 

M ANOJ KUMAR annexed the 
men’s singles title at the 12th 
Rasheed Memorial badminton 
■ tournament which concluded at 
; the RRC Indoor Stadium recently 
In an absorbing final, Manoj 
warded off a late challenge by K P 
Naik of Vishakapatnam and won 
■ 15-4, 12-15, 15-4 
I Later, Manoj Kumar joined 
: hands with Praveen Kumar, 
junior National champion, to 
; claim the doubles title, defeating 
i K P Naik and K P Prakash at 
j 15-8,15-7 In the women's singles 
final, G Vijaya reigned supreme 
! when she outclassea Sreedevi 




i 11-4, 11-6, to clinch the title i 

Ravi Chandra Reddy took the j 

boy's titles by defeat ing ! 

Mohammed All 15-9, 15-4 and 
Gopi Chand romped home in the 
sub-jumors by overwhclming ; 

Azam Hussian 15-5, 1,5-7 ' 

In all, there were 135 
participants m the tournament i 

Mr M A Cherian, General j 

Manag-er, South Central Railway, 
distributed the prizes j 

I 

Inter-University Cricket! 

I 

B ANGALORK University 
retained the South Zone, 
mter-umvei sity cricket title by 
virtue of their first innings lead 
over host Osmania University in 
the final which ended in a draw at 
the Osmania ground here 
recently 

Replying to Bangalore’s 392, 
Osmania were out for 303, a little 
before lunch on the last day Both 
the teams opted to call off play 
after Bangalore univer sity made 
67 for one in their second innings 
as no result was possible The 
batsmen dominated the 
championship ajid the only bowler 
who lent colour through some 
consistent display was Bangalore 
medium pace bowler Madhu 
Kumar. In the final, it was this 
lad’s effort that clinched the issue 
in favour of his side, when the 



Parveen Kumar and Manoj Kumar; winner of the 
men’s doubles 


Osmania (ailender.s looked set to l Fur Bangalore, Arjun Raja 
gain command over the visitors (10.3). Natraj (79) and Parvez Patel 
Madhu Kumar’s brilliant (5-1) led the fight against the 

figures of 15-3-47-5 paved the way Haiiji-player dominated Osmania 
for Bangalore to gain an 89 i uns IAji- the hosts, the only bowler who 

first innings load that set the seal earned some repectabihty was 

on the hosts Althciugh the ' Owaisi who secured six wickets 

Bangalore-Osmania match was a for 79 On the other hand, 
keen affair, the visitors could only Osmania skipper, D Suresh (55) 

muster 392 runs, when they played a fighting knock and wa.8 

should have reached alx;ut 500 instrumental in adding 70 runs 

For Osmania the absence of Mohd for the third wicket along with 
Iftikeruddin, brother of Test star Ranga Raj Ranga Raj who played 

Azharuddin, who performed so with so much of ease on the first 
well in the previous matches failed day failed to keep up the 
to bowl due to a shoulder injury. momentum He scored 70 before 


63 




! getting out 
I 'I'lie inter-uiuversity 
; c hampionships on card looked a 
very feeble affair Though 25 
; Universities participated, it was 
I only in the last four stage, that 
! there was a player of Test class 

The Scores; Finals 
Bangalore 392 (Parvez Patel 54, 
C. Natraj 79, Arjun Raja 130, 
Owaisi 6 for 79) and 67 for one 
(Srinath 38). 

Osmania 303 (D. Suresh 55, 
Ranga Raj 70, Gavin Soorma 35, 
Madhu Kumar five for 47). 

Exhibition Football 

A fter a lapse of more than 16 
years, Hyderabad football fans 
had a glimpse of a foreign team 
and got a taste of precision and 
speed of European fcxitball when 
the visiting French defence 
services team defeated the local 
team T.G Venkatesh XI 3-0 in an 
exhibition match at the Lai 
Bahadur stadium here recently 
The French team with four 
internationals, Sachy 
(Goalkeeper), Ifclero (defender). 
Dogan and Ginola (both strikers) 
dominated the proceedings in 
passing, attacking, speed and 
variatfons In the 90 minutes of 
the game, the visitors gave the 
hosts a few lessons 


MrT G. Venkatesh, President of 
AP Football Association’s 
announcement of a Rs 10,000 
cash prize to any player from the 
home side scoring a goal, failed to 
yield any result. 

The home side’s citadel fell in 
the 26th minute as a bout of 
passing between Dogan and 
Ginola cut through the centre and 
culminated with the former 
shooting low into the corner of the 
net. giving Moosa no chance The 
next goal came soon when Garcin 
worked the ball up the right flank 
and lobbed across for Ifclero to 
head home At half time the 
visitors’ led by 2-0 

The third goal came in the 40th 
minute of the second half when 
goalkeeper Moosa rushed out to 
intercept a throw-in but ended up 
nowhere near the ball which went 
to Assadourtian who put it into an 
open goal 
L. Ashli 


_ BOMB AY_ 

Amateur Open Golf 

R AJEEV MOHTA of Calcutta 
won the Western India 
Amateur Open Golf championship 
at the BPGC course, in a 
spectacular fashion when he 
edged out his experienced rivals 
in the four-day competition 


Rajeev Mohta; champion once 
Again 

totalling 290 points He finished 
ahead of Uttam Singh Mundy 
(299), I Bhalotia (300), Lakshman 
Singh (301), Suman Pun and 
Andy Sharma (304) and Gaurav 
Ghei (305). 

While Rajeev bagged the 
Western India title. Ah Sher of 
Delhi got his name inscribed on 
the Steelage Open Gold 
Championship emerging with 282 
points The big lead Sher built 
over the initial three days 
enabled him to overcome 








defending champion Basad Ali, 
and Brandon D’Souza. 

Subsequent placings were taken 
by Brandon D’Souza. Calcutta and 
Basad Ali (Calcutta) 288, Hyder 
Khan (Calcutta) 291, P. Pilling 
292, Mohar Singh (Delhi) and G. 
Mandolkar (Bombay) 296, Firoz 
j Ali (Calcutta), Ajay Gupta (Delhi) 

[ and Manohar Dighe (Bombay) 

297 e 


AmiBeaten 

A ll India Inter-institutional 
Badminton championships 
which concluded at the CCI 
courts, generated real excitement. 
In the ladies final Deepti 
Thanekar of Petroleum Sports 
Board ousted experienced Ami 
Ghia of Bank Sports Board in a 
thrilling three-setter. After losing 
the first set at 9-12, Deepti came 
back with a mix of half smashes 
and exquisite drops at the net to 
snatch the second set easily Arni 
who was looking good in the fii^St 
set could not do much in the 
second game and the same was 
her fate in the third set too. 

In the third and decider Ami 
had an early lead but Deepti 
bounced back with some 
immaculate touch play at the net 
to level up at 4-4, and later led 6-4 
and continued it till the finisn of 
the game Deepti won at 9-12; 

11-3, 11-6. 

Ami also ended up losing the 
doubles with her partner Shirin 
Garda against Mallika Barua and 
Sudha Padmanabhan in straight 
sets Mallika and Sudha won at 
15-4; 15-11 

In the men’s singles, Vimal 
Kumar of Bank Sports Board won 
easily at 15-2, 15-8 against 
Sushant Bora and it turned out to 
be a one-sided affair. The men 
doubles turiiffl out to be d 
disappointmept for Vimal and his 
partner Kiran Kaushik when they 
were outwitted by Miling Ghate 
and Pradeep lyenger in a thrilling 
18-17; 18-16 m^t ch.The PSB boys 
had little difficulty in getting 
through the game but finally 
emerged victorious in a splendid 
.way. 

M.P. Suresh 


unll Malhoira 



Ami Ghia: was surprisingly defeated by Deepti Thanekar 


_ MADRAS _ 

Motor Sports 

I NSPITE of the best efforts of the 
Madras Motor Sports Club to 
hold the 32nd All India Motor 
Race Meet & lilcDowell Grand Pnx 
at the new track being built at 
Irungattukottai, the weather 
Gods have decided otherwise 
The unprecedented rains of 
August ’88 had inundated the 
entire area and the consequential 
delay in the civil works have 
forced the organisers to conduct 


the races, definitely, for the last 
time at Sholavaram 

1989 will see a whole new set of 
riders and bikes from overseas. 
None of the old familiar faces will 
be there, except last year’s 
debutant, Craig Ryding, who 
thrilled the 40,000-odd spectators 
and TV viewers all over the 
country with his superb riding. 

On the Indian scene a new class 
of bikes will be seen in action this 
year. This will be the Group 'E’ 
class comprising all types of 
Indian meide Motorbikes. Minor 
modification will be permitted in 
this Group. 





ISARDA PLYWOOD 


Ifs Basad Ali Assain 


I T was pay day for the 
Sarda Plywood 
invitees who had to 
display their driving 
ability and the putting 
accuracy over four days 
at the Tollygunge Club 
The stakes offered was a 
lucrative rupees one 
lakh It was a fair deal as 
everyone was given the 
opportunity to try his 
luck for the top slot 
which assured a cheque 
of Rs 16,600 and a 
portion of the total prize 
money to even the 
■'wooden spooner" 
among the pros So all of 
them had something to 
look forward to. 

Who was it going to 
be? The one among the 
bunch from the Royal 
Calcutta Golf Club or 
from the Tolly Club Or 
was it going to be an 
outstation challenger 
Ram Dayal, Rohtal 
Singh or Phil Pilling Or 
was the Lucknow-based 
Vijay Kumar going to 
create an upset He 
certainly became an 
emerging force in spite 
of a not-too-good 72 
holes total of 
298—eleven strokes 
short of the winner 
When Bunty 
Randhawa beat the top 
local pro Basad Ah on 
the 17th hole in the first 
Sarda Plywood 
tournament, the latter 
had then vowed to 
avenge the humiliation 
Bunty then had led the 
outstation force (now 
he's a Royal pro) For 
Basad Ah the best thing 
happened he beat the 
entire field in the second 
meet and went one step 
further to prove his 
invincibility by also 
clinching the third 
edition 


How good was Basad 
All’s recent meet7 Or the 
performance in general? 
Strangely, in four days 
golf under pleasant 
conditions (rarely 
experienced within the 
last decade) only one 
sub-par card of 67 was 
etched up by Royal’s Ali_ 
Sher If that IS not bad 
enough what else is^ But 
Basad Ah was the most 
consistent 

(7H-73-1-72 f 71=287), 
to say the least His club 
colleague Feroz finished 
ten shots behind Feroz 
has boon playing from a 
very young age and his 
best effort thus far was 
his performance in the 
1988 Indian Open at the 
Royal where he stood 
out among the Indian 
pros 

Thei'e were whisper's 
that Brandon D'Souza 
was a stiff challenger to 
Basad Ali when both 
carded 7Is in the 
opening round The 
whispers soon died For 
Brandon was a mess 
thereafter Nothing 
went right for him, like 
a second shot going out 
of bounds on the 17th 
drive and finishing 7 
over Terrible A third 
shot on the 16th in 
another round saw him 
card a 2 over And above 
all Brandon mostly 
three-putted 

What about Ram 
Dayal or Rohtas Sirigh^ 
Delhi's Dayal ended a 
poor 23rd and one could 
only feel sorry to see 
him sitting with a long 
face in front of the 
scoreboard Rohtas 
Singh though he didn’t 
look depressed was 
quick enough to greet 
us The lanky Rohtas, 
interestingly, along 
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with Basad All went to 
Melbourne to play in the 
pro world golf, courtesy 
Indian Golf Union. Both 
were unable to match 
the temperament of the 
others t^ere. Certainly 


due to the lack of 
exposure Can our pros 
expiect more such 
foreign tours'? 

For Bombay’s 
Englishman Pilling, 
Calcutta IS no happy 


hunting ground “This 
city is jinxed.” said a 
morose Pilling, while 
sipping a beer in the 
shamiana, "For the last 
twelve years I’ve come to 
Calcutta to play in 



tournaments and I’ve 
never been scoring well. 
Not even this time 
(ended tenth) and I just 
can’t figure out what is 
wrong Both the courses 
are superb,” concluded 
the Briton 

That Basad Ali, father 
of four children, is 
ranked numero uno was 
quite evident with the 
Sarda triumph after his 
recent victory in The 
Hindu Open down 
south. Taking a five shot 
lead over his nearest 
rival Basad Ali began 
poorly He failed to 
weather the 5th bunker. 
But regained stability 
His shots were hard and 
long and putted 


1. Basad Ali 

2. Feroz 

3. Vijay Kumar 

4. HyderKhan 

5. Sk. Malek 

6. Bunty Randhawa 

7. Chini 

6. Brandon D'Souza 

9. Ali Sber 

10. P. Pilling 

11 Rothas Singh 

12 AkbarAli 

13. HazariDas 

14. Reiwan 

15. G'Mondalkar 


71+73+72+71 *«28ll 
75+75+71 +76-2971 
74+72+75+77-29a| 
73 + 72 + 78 + 76 ^ 2 ^ 
71 +76+76+75-299'^ 
77+73+74+76-30(11 
77+77+72+74-300 ji 
7T+7e+74+80+=3(»| 
84 +67+78+74b30|;‘1 
72+76+76+81 =3^v 
77+77+76+75-;^) 
79+ 76+74+77-3^S 
83+75 + 73+76-307:1 
77+ 79+80+74-3l(P 
79 + 77 + 75 + 80 - 311 , 1 ^; 
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comparatively better 
“In the previous rounds 
putting let me down but 
in the final 18 things 
went in my favour,” he 
said 

Asked about his 
earnings last season 
(June to March each 
year) Basad wanted to be 
reticent But most top 
pros must maintain 
income return files and 
Basad is no exception 
“Last season I paid Rs 
22,626 as income tax 
from my earnings,” 
confessed the winner. “I 
don't know how much 
I’ll have to pay this 
season “Since 1986 the 
Royal pro has won 
nearly eight titles and is 
still expected to add a 
few more this season. 
Subhash Sarcar 


Photographs Santosh Ghosh 
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(Above); Boston Celtics 
center Robert Parrish 
(left) and Dennis 
Johnson (right) fight 
for the ball with Detroit 
Piston’s Adrian Dantley. 
The Pistons won 96-87. 

(Above right); Frank 
Bruno throws punches 
at his manager Terry 
Lawless during a 
workout in Fountain 
Hill, in preparation for 
his fight against Mike 
Tyson. 

(Extreme Right, Above); 

Michela Flgini of 
Switzerland on her way 
to victory in the 
Women’s World Cup 
downhill race in 
Grindewald. 

(Extreme right, below): 
Axel-Lobenstein of East 
Germany gets thrown 
over by Japan’s Kiroku 
Yamamoto during the 
finals of the 
under-88kgs class judo 
tournament at the 
International University 
Judo tournament in 
Tokyo 

(Right): Two-time World 
Champion Greg Foster 
(left) takes a slight lead 
over Olympic gold 
medallist Roger 
Kingdom in the 
66-meter hurdles in the 
Dallas Morning News 
Games. Foster won, 
although both were 
timed at 7.06 secs. 
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“To The Limit And 

Beyond” 

This year's marathon drew almost 20,000 
participants and it was an enormous success. Rahul 

Chandawarkar reports.... 


Mfllo the Limit And 
M Beyond ’ reads the 
Charrninar Challenge 
slogan VST Industries 
could not have chosen a 
Ix’tter event to sponsor 
The “marathon" 
certainly challenges a 
participant to 
stretch to the limit and 
beyond 

The victory in any 
marathon, is the one 
who has to overcome 
physical h.andiCc'ips such 
as cramps, nausea and 
injuries to finish the 42 
arduous kilometres and 
there were runners who 
did just that at the 6th 
Charrninar Challenge 
Pune International 
Marathon recently 

This year as many as 
500 men and 40 women 
took part in the 
respective marathon 
races, while an 
estimated 20,000 took 
part in the various stage 
races It was heartening 
to see a 70-year-old 
“Mullah" rub shoulders 
with a 7-year-old 
primary school student 
and a IB-year-old college 
teenager compete with a 
45-year old business 
executive 

Havaldar Bhivkumar, 
who ran si rongly, led 
the lace tor the first .55 
kins lie looked the 
eventual champion but it 
was Yeshwant vSingh, 
the shoi t B S F soUher 
from Dehradun, who 


upset Shivkumai's 
plans 

Yeshwant, w'ho had 
apparently wagered ! 

with Ins lellow soldiei s j 
at Hell rad un, on Ins j 

victory at Pune, | 

suddenlv' fired on all ; 
four cylinders to first j 
push back second placed | 
1 larphool .ind I hen 
rtln vkumar to i ace 
ahead at Slnvap Nagar 

Yeshwant touched Die 
tape in a time of 2 hours 
51 minutes and 47 
seconds The Dane, 
Madson, wms second in 2 
Ill's .35 mins ;uid secs, 
while Harphool 
(Railways 2 35 45), 


.Shivkuinar 

(Services 2 34 11), and 
.I.iwiia, Ham 
(Sei vices 2 35 22) 
made it into the lop five 

Mrs Sunita (iodara, <i 
NIH 1 rained coach, 
winner ot the Kota 
Marathon and twice 
jiarticipant at Die Ratli 
marathon, won the 
women's marathon very 
strongly in 2 hrs .58 
mins and 50 seconds In 
the process, she pushed 
back seasoned Railway 
contendei s Charulata 
Naigaonkar (2nd in 
:) OO 31) and Asha 
Agarwal (3rd in 


5 01 32) An unusuall,y 
hot da,y 32 c) took its toll 
on the runners (The 
race having begun at 2 
p m ) 

It must be mentioned 
I that t he pri/,e mone.y 
offered was defin itely 
1 very attractive Rs 
j .5 1 ,()0U was given to both 
I the men s .md women's 
wmiK'r.s along with the 
Charm mar Challenge 
Trophy Thetiist Indian 
man was to get Rs 
10,000 also, hence 
Yeshwant Singh earned 
Rs 61 .OOO for his effort 
Cash pi'jjaes wme also 
pre.seiiti'd to till the top 
ten runners in both 
etitegories I remembor 
seventh placed Savio 
saying 'though I came 
seventh, I have got Rs 
KJOO At, least it IS some 
incentive and motivates 
me to do much better 
next year" 

Bi'tore I end, I would 
like to share with 
readers, one incident 
which catapults sport’ 
to the highest pedestal 
One of the 'wheel-chair' 
race piu ticip;mts, when 
given a consolation 
prr^u, clenched his fist 
in triumph and waved to 
the crowds A silent 
moment later, his eyes 
were brimming with 
tears of joy, he examined 
his small prize. 

This is what spurt is 
all about "To the limit 
and beyond" 



Part of the 20,000 running in the race 
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Smlta Godara can’t hide 
her elation as she runs 
in to breast the tape and 
win the women’s 
marathon 


Muscleman Premohand 
IlDigra shows olf the 
Charminar Challeiuts 
‘Spprtsmaa of the Xsar* 

' trophy which was 
presented to him durtnjT 
the marathon 
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S UTTON’S a—1 PA Cup win 
over Coventry—4be 
sensation of the eeeeon in 
British footbaU—has 
provided yet anoUur esainple of 
the importance of set-pieoe moves. 

Many goals ocmm fixm oOrners 
and free Idoks. which is why dubs 
{dace such a big emphasis on 
woriting cm them in traioing. I 
was parUoiilarly intrigued by ^ 
Sutton's expertise in this 
department against Coventry. 
Both their goals stemmed from 
comers, and the ploy that brought 
them th^ second—when the ball 
was laid into the path of thdr full 
back as he burst forward to the 
edge of the area, while the 
attention of Covmtry's defenders 
was focussed cm the big men close 
to their goal—^was one of the most 
delightful I have seen for some 
time. 

The first—a ball to the near 
post, which was fliclced on—is one 

of the most common ployB ^ ^ 

game. I think the Leeds United 
team of the 1960s. who created 
numerous problems far the 
cq>poeiticm by having the towering 
figure of Jack Charlton cm the 
' goalline by the near poet for 
comers, were probably the first 
English team to h i gh light the 
advantages of the idea. 

It remains the most dlfficmlt 
type of comm for defenders to 
deal with. A goalkeeper is 
inevitably loath to position 
himsdf by the near ix>et because 
of the danger of the ball being hit 
over him—it's much easim to ran 
forward than backwards. 
Moreover, if the comer is hit to 
the near post, and the ball is 
kncxsked in cm a flat tr^feotcmy, it 
is asking a lot for him to get to it 
before the player in front of him. 

It c»m be ecpially difflcnilt for a 
‘kimper to anticipate the flick 
oa^his view of the bell is 
:^1nvwriably limited and, ctf course, 
cm three players axe 
'^^it^ging for it, it's liable to be/ > 
deflo^^dnywhere. v ^ 


Wimbledou, who havea high 
nunfoer of tall, powerfully built - 
pl^krs, and an ezoellent atiiker . 
of (he b^ in Dennis Wise, are 
uncpieetionably the most 
cbrngerous "aet-pieoe*’ team in the 
First Division. The same oould be 
said of Watford when they ware in 


)tl^flxst Ihvislon-'eiV^^ 
■isttro Nlgrt C allaghan , a nht hm . 
iipaaivfdm is particularity acmirate 
with hiadsad'ball kioks, was 
ph^ringficwtiiem. 

Wimbledon fully exploit this 
aspect of the gams through their 

bt^ofidaiy—they believe in 













mgap^m tti^FAC^ (tfuiLegtfm. 
dei^ptte not liAirfngigattpy 
indtMduali. > ' .. 

Aracnutl^ wKo tiav9 A wiog«r in- 
Uift^AniaiiKiuldaBWiaAAad - 
Cttllafflianin Briw iAtrwocrt 
powATl^ mim ia tlM xMr 1^' 


A goalkeeper is 
inevitably loath to 
position himself by the 
near post because of 
the danger of the ball 
being hit over him—it’s 
much easier to run 
forward than 
backwards •so 








aaStffEKAlcm'&n^ gioAl« thii^"!i||i|^^^. 

lity aim fkvourite wa»Inl^a^^ 
{mtiOfaabt£aai«lionI'wa«'' ■ 
maiiagar of AberdoM. 

It oame about whaa we tbdtc a 
abort mi d Boaa on break in 
IVartugai and basioatly. U Invulveil' 
t»m«tfcmrfda^rs--<]ordon j.- 
Strachan aud John ." i,. 

HiftAfaste^fi^gruinfra ' 

misunderstanding at a free kick. . 
Poth would run up to the ball at 
the same time—a^bothwotdd 
Jump over it. C^ie would then walk 
back towards the 
ball—gesticulating ang^rily at his 
partner as he did so—add aa soon 
as he got In line with it, he’d 
suddenly turn and knock it Into 
the goalmouth. 

Whmi we first tried it. dtuing a 
training eeasloa, on^ the forward 
players knew what was going to 
happen. I remember that when 
^S^rachan and McMaster made 
?thelr ’hotdb-up’*. the defenders 
tqdk Uie mickey out of Gordon and 
John by applauding them. 

. Seoopda later, Steve Arohibaidhad. 
put the ball in the net. 

One of the matches in which .. 
that move brought us a goal 
European CXip-WinnswCUptia' C 
agaiztst Bayem Munich. We; 
always made a poiat of 
these sort of fine Idoks id matii^ 


thoee bcdng wabdied by the'' 
aiq»eiiW..l»amh;’^Bpiei^ 

Flttodtie mitfcb. file ^ 

aifaiyedin an hoM 

’0ermaa;:abd.l>h-hrid^i^^^ ' 

thegdin^ fiMirr 

hiokxhhc^ 





















T IHIS week we are 
discussing 
jodan-gyaku-tsuki 
or the reverse 
punch with one-step 
movements. Basically 
very similar to the 
sequences we’ve been 
discussing for the past 
few weeks, this one has 
one change. While we’ve 
been starting from a 
gidaxi-barai, or the 
downward block, for ail 
our movements so far, 
we now throw a punch 
from the same position 
too. In effect, this 
one has you punching 
with your left hand 
while your right foot is 
forward and vice versa. 

Starting with your left 
foot forward, throw an 
upper punch (it’s the 


KARATE 



chin of the opponent 
you’re aiming for here) 
with your right hand. 
Then move the right leg 
forward, place it firmly 
in front of you and 
punch with your left 
hand. On completion of 
three steps forward, 
cross the back leg 
behind you,swivel on-the 
ball of the rear foot and 
turn around. As you 
complete the turn, your 
hands should perform a 
gidan-barsd and then a 
punch with the hand 
opposite to the foot that 
is in front now. Repeat 
the three punch 
sequence while moving 
forward with each 
punch. 

By Shhraji Ganguly 
KyokushinkaMum karata 




In this illustration, your left foot is forward. Cross the 
right foot beyond the line of the front foot. Make sure 
you are on the balls of your feet 


Jodan-gyaku-tsuki: throw three punches (with 
the hand opposite to the foot that is in front) 
while moving forward one step with each punch. 
Swivel on the ball of the rear foot, turn, perform a 
gidAn-b&rai and repeat sequence 



In the second illustration, you have turned right around. 

The rear foot (from the above diagram) has now 
become the front foot while the rear foot is placed at an 
angle of 45° 
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Bihar Strike It Rich 


B ihar are the new 
champions. They 
richly deserved 
this coveted 
I honour in the fourth 
sub-junior national 
boxing championship 
which was conducted by 
the Himachal Pradesh 
Boxing Association at 
Nahan recently, 
i The Bihar manager M. 
I Trinath Rao expressed 
his happiness and 
praised his boxers for 
their outstanding 
performances. They won 
five gold and two silver 
medals and piled up 32 
points, six points ahead 
of last year’s holders 
Delhi. 

The boxers from the 
Capital could win only 
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The Bihar team holding 
aloft the trophy 

in the E category final' 
Despite all these 
shortcomings, the Bihar 
boxers were the worthy 
winners. This is the first 
time they had won the 
trophy. Their winners 
were Briju Sah, A 
Kumar Singh, G 
Srinivas Raju, Parvesh 
Ahmed Khan and Ajit 
Kumar Smgh. 

The Manipur boxers 
who claimed gold 
medals were S Naoba 
Singh, Sham Chander 
Singh and Soma Sin eh 

V. Padwal of 
Maharashtra and Larry 
Kharpran of Meghalaya 
were declared the best 


I 


1 


I 


three gold and two silver 
and two bronze medals. 
Punjab, with a tally of 
four gold, two silver and 
two brozne medals (24 
points) finished third. 

The Punjab coach Anil 
Kumar was a dejected 
man. He lodged a strong 


V. Padwal of 
Maharashtra receiving 
the Best boxer trophy 
from Randhir Singh, 
the Secretary 
deneral of the lOA 

protest with the 
secretary general of the 


Indian Amateur Boxing 
Federation against 
sub-standard 
supervision. In his 
letter, he pointed out 
that his boxer Kanahiya 
Lai was a ‘clear cut 
winner against 
Manipur’s Soma Singh 


boxer and the best loser 
respectively. 

Mr Randhir Singh, 
Secretary General of the 
Indian Olympic 
Association distributed 
the prizes 

Psrveen Kashysp 

Photographs Parveen Kashyap 7*1 






I’hc liest Of Spoi l 


Collector's item 

T he December 28th 
Anniversary Issue of 
Sportsworld is a collector’s item. 
The article on boxing was terrific. 
The pictures on the boxers were 
excellent but the real classic one 
was that of Mike Tyson 
For a boxing fan like me, it was 
like bonanza in the desert Thanks 
once again for a stupendous issue 
FARM AT KHAN. 

Calcutta. 

THANKS for the superb 
anniversary issue and we cannot 
use words to praise you because 
the issue was worth much more 
than that. But the article that took 
the cake was the ’Freewheeling’ by 
David McMahon As he has 
I spioken straight from the heart, it 
i has likewise touched our hearts 
I deeply. 

Congrats David McMahon, 
wherever you are! 

ARTA MISHRA, 

Cuttack. 

HEARTY congratulations for 
the superb anniversary issue. 
Sportsworld is the best 
spoi tsweekly published in our 
country Keep it Up! I wish you a 
happy anniversary and all the 
bost 

C.F A. MENON, 

Trichur. 


YOUR Anniversary issue 
covering the past ten years in 
sport was supierb. However, I was 
surprised to find an error in the 
tennis article. It was mentioned 
that Evonne Cawley won 
’Wimbledon in 1981. However, she 
won it in 1980. The 1981 
champion was Chris Evert. 
VIVEKDOGRA, 

Chandigarh. 

The error is regretted—Editor 

THE 28th December issue can be 
described in three 
words—excellent, wonderful and 
fantastic Truly, it is a collector’s 
item and all the luck for the 
future 

SOUMITDAS, 

West Bengal. 


Bolt From the Blue 


THE news of the involvement of 
Navjot Singh Sidhu in the murder 
of a man in his fifties, Gurnam 
Singh, came as a bolt from the 
blue (Sportsworld, 11 Jan.) 

The cause of the altercation, a 
minor car accident, was 
insignificant and Sidhu should 
have shown more patience and 
understanding. Added to that, his 
behaviour after the incident was 
unbecoming of a cricketer of 
national status, He should not 
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have gone into hiding just because 
he was fearful of arrest. 

Sidhu’s Test career now hangs 
in jeopardy and we will have to 
await the verdict of the court. 

Public sympathy would have 
been with Sidhu if he had not hit 
the older man. Now, let’s hope 
things work out in his favour. 

S. HUSSEIN, 

Dibrugarh. 


Humiliatliig _ 

THEY landed on Indian soil, 
danced on the ground, won the 
hearts of the spectators and 
defeated the Indian soccer stars in 
every department of the game. In 
four outings, the Brazilians 
scored no fewer than a dozen 
goals. By any standards, the Sao 
Paulo contingent proved itself 
competent, manlike and 
professional. 

Though the Bangalore match 
saw both the teamslevelled at 
two-all, yet the visitors clearly 
demonstrated much superior 
form, better soccer acumen, 
improved style and perfect 
combination. Their wall passes in 
the match at Calcutta were a treat 
to watch. 

However, that does not deny the 
fact that the Indians gave a poor 
account of themselves and it does 
point to a very bleak Aiture. 
miYAMALQUPTA, 

Bixrdwan. 
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lOUIZ/CHESS/BRIDGE 


QUESTIONS 

1. How many England caps did 
Gordon Banks, the famous soccer 
goalie, win for England—63, 73 or 
103? • 

2. Who is the ‘odd man ou^ of these 
tennis stars: Bjorn Borg, Jimmy 
Connors, Sue Barker and Chris 
Evert? 

3. When was the first judo club 
established? 

4. What is a "half-nelson”? 

5. In Which Olympic Games did two 
militant black atheltes bow heads 
and raised black-gloved fists in a 
Black Power gesture during the 
playing of the U.S. national 
anthem? Who were they"? 

6. Can there be any such event as 
"one-metre dive” in a swimming 
championship? 

7. What IS the “Can-Am”? 

8. What does "S.CC.A.” stand for? 

9. What IS a “Cata-Pole"? 

10. Which is the sport in connection 
with Marshall Cassidy was 
famous? 

ANSWERS 

1. 73 

2. Jimmy Connors. He is a 
left-hander while all the others 
are right-handers. 

'3 In 1882, Dr Jigoro Kono founded 
the Kodokan in Tokyo. 

4. A hold in wrestling with arm under 
opponent’s arm and behind his 
back. 

5. The XIX Olympiad at Mexico City, 

1968. Tommie Smith and John 
Carlos. 

6. Yes, in short-course 
championships. 

7. The Canadian-American 
Challenge Cup senes for 
sports-racing cars. 

8. Sports Car Club of America. 

9. A fibreglass pole, used by 
pole-vaulters. It came into 
prominence just before the 1968 
Olympics. 

10. Horse racing. He invented or 
prelected the stall starting gate, 
photo-finish camera and film 
patrol. 

RanJIt GhoM 

One of Capablanca’s lesser known 
camea is this fine win over the 
leadings British player of the time 


at the Moscow 1925 tournament 
The game repays careful study, as 
the Cuban makes White’s 
remaining bishop a useless piece, 
notably by his 11th move. Also 
note the rare adoption of a 
hypermodern opening at a time 
when the Cuban’s supposed 
invincibility was first being called 
into question. 

White: F D Fates Black J. R. 

Capablanca Alekhine’s Defence 
1 e4 N{6 2 e5 NdS 3 Nc3 Nxc3 4 dxcS dS 5 
Nf3 

5 c4 is sharper, anticipating 5. d4 

6 f4 and then N-e2-g3 

5.. .C5 6 814 Nc6 7 Qd2 Bg4 8-0 0-0? eO 9 Ii37 
Be2 here or a move before was 
sound 9 . Bxf3 10 gxf3 Qc7 11 
Bg3 c4' 

White cannot exploit the hole at 
d4. Yates expected 11 ,Nxe5 12 
Bb5 + Kd8 13 f4 Nc6 14 f5 with 
attacking chances 
1214 bO 13 Kbl bS 14 Bb4 Be715 Bg5 
A pointless pawn sacrifice in a 
probably lost position 

15.. .BxgS 16 lxg5 Nxe517 Qe3 0 018 Be2 Ne6 
1914 Ne7 20 Rbgl Nf5 21012 Rle8 22 Rgel b5 
Black cannot move the centre 
pawns which form a barrier to the 
bishop, but his mobile knight 
helps in line opening on the Q-side 
23 Bll a5 24 Re5 b4 25 Qel Reb8 26 Kal Rb6 
27 002 Rab8 28 Rbl Nd6 29 Bg2 Nb5 30 cxb4 
C3! 

Decisive, but Yates always fought 
on to the bitter end 
31 bxc3 Nxc3 32 Rb3 axb4 33 a3 Ra6 34 Re3 
Rba8 35 Rexc3 bxc3 36 Ocl 
Still grimly protecting the 
weaknesses at f4 and a3 See the 
diagram which forms this week’s 
puzzle Black to play and win by a 
neat attack on a3, four moves 
deep 


BLACK 



Barnard C«ff«rty 


BRIDGE 


SUPPOSE that you hold the South 
hand below; do you open one 
spade, two spades (Acol-type, 
forcing for one round), or two 
clubs? 


♦ Q 3 

C> Q 10 6 2 
O J 6 3 2 

♦ 10 7 3 


♦ 

C> 

♦ 


9 7 6 5 2 

N 

* a 

7 4 


C? K.8 5 

Q 9 4 


o 10 0 7 a 

K Q a 


* A J 9 6 5 


« A K J 10 4 
C> A J 9 3 
OAK 
* 4 2 


The hand is not quite strong 
enough for an unconditional force 
to game (You would be well 
placed if you could open two clubs 
an still subside in three spades, 
but that arrangement is not 
common). You could open two 
spades and follow with three 
hearts, but most partners would 
expect a more distributional hand. 

At the table South opened one 
spade as dealer I think that’s 
frightening and would much 
rather take the small risk of 
opening two clubs, but South was 
lucky on this occasion. North had 
enough to respond INT and raise 
three hearts to four heearts 
West led the king of clubs 
against four hearts. East overtook 
and returned the eight of spades 
How should South play now? Is it 
better to win in dummy and 
finesse in hearts, or to play ace 
and another trump in the hope of 
preventing a spade ruff^ 

Players often do the wrong 
thing m this kind of position 
Playing ace and another heart will 
gain when West holds Kxx of 
trumps and East a doubleton, but 
since you are placing West with 
five spades it is more likely that 
East will hold at least three 
hearts So, win the spade in 
dummy and take the trump 
finesse If you make th6 other 
play—ace and another heart-East 
will win and put his partner in 
with the queen of clubs, for a 
spade ruff. 


BoHs Schapiro 
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The Second 
Innings 


That was an agonis¬ 
ing momen t for Saroj , 
when he came to 
know a few unknown 
facts of Bina’s life. 
When he met Jyotish. 
Bina’s classmate, he 
was happy that some¬ 
one was there to 
accompany him 
When Jyotish left, he 
was changed. He was 
bitter. Jyotish had re¬ 
vealed something 
that saddened him. 

Saroj never knew 
that Bina had been 
going steady with Mr 
Boo, even when she 
was having an aflkir 
with him. He was 
shocked when Jyot¬ 
ish told him the story. 
So, Bina had cheated 
him; she thought a 
guy like Saroj could 
only be her lover, and 
someone else, more 
established, rich, her 
husband. And when 
she got into trouble, 
Bina came rushing 
to him- Tm pregnant, 
Saroj. We must get 
married ' Saroj once 
again remembered 
the one sentence that 
would ever be tor¬ 
menting him And 
then walking back to¬ 
wards his room, 
down the darkened 
corridor, he could 
hear the phone ring¬ 
ing away inside his 
room 
%' 


I By Moti Nandy 

S AROJ was right It 
was Bina who was 
calling. But he 
failed to guess the 
reason He had thought 
Rosa must have been 
missing again, and 
Bina, in despair, was 
seeking his help. No 
use, Bina, no use, Saroj 
had thought, you 
cheated me. Now I’ve 
come to know the truth 
about you You were 
having an affair with me 
when actually you were 
going steady with 
someone else, Bina, you 
thought Saroj Biswas 
could only be your lover, 
and someone else, more 
established, rich, your 
husband. And then 
when you got into 
trouble, you came to me. 
"Saroj, I’m pregnant. We 
must get 

married”—Saroj once 
again murmured the 
one sentence that he 
would never forget m 
his life. 

The phone was still ' 
ringing Saroj decided 
he would answer it, and 
as he approached to pick 
it up, he warned himself 
he must not sound too 
rude. 

He did not have to. 
Bina sounded happy, 
her voice warm, 
friendly. 

“What are you doing 
there all alone, Saroj? 
Come over we’re having 
a party here. I have been 


?»/i 


& 


& 


trying to contact you for 
the last two hours. Now 
just get ready and come 
over,” Bina implored. 

“Is Rosa at hnme?” 
Saroj asked, his voice 
cold and flat. 

“Yes, Rosa is here. 
Now, guess who is 
livening up the party. 
Bhabani, Bhabani 
Shankar Ghoshal,” Bina 
said proudly, without 
giving Saroj a chance. 

Saroj's mood 







worsened. He replied, 
curtly, “Sorry, Bina I’ve 
got some work. I’ve to 
finish two important 
stories. Moreover, the 
match starts tomorrow. 
I’ve to get'up early in the 
morning. Thanks for 
calling. ” 

Saroj went to bed late. 
In fact, it was well past 
midnight when he 
gathered his copies, now 
ready for despatch, put 
them in an envelope and 


wondered how fast he 
could land them in 
office. This time no one 
would question the 
authenticity of his 
stories. Neither 
Raminder, nor Bhabani. 
And the treachery of 
Bina Sengupta would at 
last be avenged. 

F IROZE Shah Kotla 
was full to the brim, 
and not without reason 
Though the New 


Zealanders were no real 
crowd pullers, India’s 
unexpected defeat at 
Kanpur had boosted 
their image overnight. 
Now, Delhi was eager to 
watch the Indians 
retaliate. And Bhabam 
Shankar Qhoshal score 
yet another century, to 
set a unique record. 

Saroj cast his eyes 
around the stands; 
people were still coming 
in, others settling down, 
and there in the VEP box 
the blue cardigans 
seemed familiar to him. 

Bina was looking 
young. Beautiful. Saroj 
could not tear his yes 
off Rosa was next to 
her, now leaning 
forward talking to 
someone in the front 
row. A stranger would 
never believe they were 
mother and daughter 

Bhabani must have 
given them the VIP 
passes, Saroj thought, 
taking his eyes back to 
the pavilion gate, 
expecting to see the 
Indian openers come out 
to bat. 

Bhabani appeared 
with Sharma beside him. 
So, Raminder had been 
demoted, Ravi Anand 
did not consider his 
case, Saroj once again 
felt sorry for the Jath 

Bhabani slowly 
walked up to the wicket, 
took guard, readied 
himself to face 
Sanderson, the only 
genuine pace attack that 
New Zealand could 
imleash at the Indian 
batsmen. 

Through his 
binoculars Saroj could 
see Bhabani was not 
quite at ease; now in 
stance, he was shuffling 
his feet, fingering his 
pad buckles, pulling his 
gloves.. .Bhabani was 
not concentrating. 
Sanderson was ready to 

go- 


The first two balls 
were easy. There was no 
sting. Bhabani played 
forward defensive, in 
copybook style. Then he 
looked around to see the 
field, arrogantly, giving 
the indication that now 
he would strike. 

The third ball was a 
bouncer. Bhabani 
missed. He was lucky he 
was not hurt. The ball, 
fast and fiery, grazed 
his shoulders. Bhabani 
glared down at the 
bowler. Nonchalant, 
Sanderson walked back 
to the top of his bowling 
mark. Saroj knew there 
would be another 
bouncer 

There was. And 
Bhabani missed again, 
though this time he 
tried to hook. There was 
a loud cheer from the 
pavilion end stands; 
some people had 
thought Bhabani had 
been able to connect. 

And then it happened. 
Sanderson’s last ball was 
easy, tempting. Bhabani 
drove, without putting 
much power behind the j 
stroke, and as the ball 
rolled to skipper Marks, 
at mid off a shocked 
Firoz Shah Kotla 
helplessly watched 
Bhabani charge down 
the wicket for a run. For 
a brief moment, even 
Marks fumbled, perhaps 
surprised at Bhabani’s 
foolhardiness. Then he 
picked the ball up, 
determined to seal 
Bhabani’s fate. 

Bhabani made a 
last-ditch effort, but the 
unthinkable happened. 
Bhabani slipped halfway 
down the wicket. And 
then, lying prostrate on 
the hard, bald soil, 
helplessly he watched 
the stuipps rattle. Marks 
did not make any 
mistake. 

Bhabani got up, 
slowly picked his bat up. 
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then tx'gan tlie long, 
tedious walk bank to the 
: pavilion, almost cutting 
his way through the 
: thick, eerie silence that 
! had now descended on 
the stands 
Saroj looked to his 
left. Rosa’s face was 
hidden in her hands 
Bina was consoling her. 
Suddenly Saroj thought 
of his copies They must 
have been airborne by 
now, Saroj thought 
looking at his watch 

T he Indian innings 
collapsed Parekh 
return^ for a duck. 
Thukral and Shantaneun 
could not reach double 
figures Ravi Anand put 
a semblance of a 
fightback, but an armer 
from Wallace shattered 
his hopes Saroj 
wondered if the Indian 
innings would last till 
tea. 

It did last, not just till 
tea, till the stumps, 
thanks to Raminder 
When Raminder came 
out five down, Saroj 
scribbled down 
something on his pad 
He was going to criticise 
the skipfier for this This 
was just not fair on the 
guy And now he was 
happy that Raminder 
was proving his worth 
once again, despite all 
that happened to him, 

I It was ten minutes 
before lunch on the 
second day, when the 
Indian innings came to a 
close, almost half an 
hour after Raminder 
had retired hurt 

The New Zealand pace 
attack had been 
feiucious since the very 
first ball Sanderson and 
! Wallace had tasted 
j iiUxxi Now they were 
going all out, impatient 
that the Indian innings 
was still crawling on 
tb mks Lo the 
juggernaut that had 

M . 


been camping on the 
pitch since yesterday 
Raminder Singh was 
still fighting, protecting 
his partnering 
tailenders in a valiant 
way, taking a single at 
the end of almost every 
over It was ten 
minutes to go before 
lunch Raminder was 
delicately poised at 97, 
when Marks handed 
Wallace the new ball i 


Wallace walked back to 
start his run up. Silence 
descended on the stands. 

Wallace bowled. Good 
length The ball stormed 
in, uppishly, took the 
edge and went to deep 
third man. Raminder 
ran, 99. The silence was 
now suffocating. 

Wallace bowled His 
second ball, now faster 
than ever. Raminder 
stepped out, drove, 


missed. And then there 
was a loud scream. Saro 
saw Raminder was 
wobbling. He dropped 
his bat, knelt—then 
collapsed. The ball had 
hit his temple. The 
bruised Indian batting 
had come to an end. 

T hat niglit Saroj 
returned to his room 
late, and spent the rest 
of the night almost 





sleepless. The next day 
was the rest day, so he 
had gone for a drink 
with a few Delhi 
journalists, his long 
time acquaintances. 
Raminder and Bhabanl 
were obviously the 
topics, and SaroJ was 
happy when he found no 
one even had an inkling 
to the latest things that 
have happened to 
them—the return of 


Raminder’s wife, and 
the Bhabani-Rosa 
scandal. Well, gruys, you 
would soon know about 
it all, perhaps, 
tomorrow or day after, 
when Saroj Biswas’s 
scoops come out in 
print, Saroj had 
thought, feeling warm, 
confident. And now back 
in his room, he once 
again thought of the 
valiant innings that 


Raminder had played. 

It was almost dawn, 
when he slept, though 
not for long. The phone 
woke him up. It was 
Bina again. 

“Saroj, Rosa did not 
return home last night, 
where is she?” For the 
second time in two days 
Bina asked that question 
to a disgusted helpless 
Saroj. But this time it 
worried Saroj. 


“I even tried to contact 
Shankar,’’ Bina carried 
on, “even he is not there 
in his hotel.” 

“Where is Bhabani?” 
Saroj asked, his voice 
hardened with anger. 

“Someone from his 
hotel said he had gone 
out last evening, and 
hadn’t returned since. 
Saroj, I’m sure those two j 
scoundrels haved taken 
Rosa somewhere. What 
do I do now? Even Mr 
Rao IS not in town. .” 

Bina said. 

Saroj knew he was 
helpless There was 
nothing he could do. It 
was all Bma's fault...it 
was she who spoilt her 
daughter, Saroj thought 
he would say that 
straight to Bina and put 
the phone down 

He didn’t, he changed 
his mind, for a thought 
had just struck him. He 
wanted to meet Bina. 
and sort out a question 
that had long been 
haunting him ever 
since he met Bina in the 
tram ever since 
Jyotish told him her 
hfestory 

“1 think we have to 
look for Shankar lirst. 

I’m planning to go to Ins 
hotel and sock his 
whereabouts there, and I 
want you to come also,” 
Saroj .said, coldly. 

Bina wa.s eager 
“That’s no problem, 

Saroj I'm just coming 
over to your guest 
house ’ Bina hung up. 

Half an hour later, 
when Saroj heard the 
knock on his door, he 
was ready He must 
know the truth he was 
determined Before 
going out to look for 
Rosa, he must know 
who Rosa was 

(To be continued) 

Adapted-by 
Suprakash Ghothal 
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I ■>■^0 amuse himself 
'I ■ Blone recent wintry 
I I Melbourne night, 

JL leading cricket 
book collector Ken 
Woolfe opened the latest 
airmailed John McKen- 
;<• zie cricket book cata- 
' logue from England 
, and, with his calculator 
' compared a section of 
I his library with McKen- 
u zie’s prices. He reckoned 
f he had 500 of the 600 
f books on offer, and 
those were worth a con- 
'■ servativo ElO.OOO. 

Later, he priced the 
* rest of his most expan- 
■ sive, beautifully-housed 
library—containing the 
' best run of 19th Century 
Australian annuals I've 
seen—at approximately 
. £30,000. 

In Australian lingo, it 
all adds up to nearly 
A $ 1 0 O , 00 0—good 
money no matter the ex¬ 
change rate—and, for 
; Ken Woolfe. a most 
<, pleasurable hedge 
J against inflation. 

•I’d never sell, but it 
was an interesting exer¬ 
cise just to compare 
prices, especially these 
books which I picked up 
years ago for a song,' he 
said. Ilis considerable 
library is rated as one of 
the prime private collec- 
tions in Australia. 

_ According to Roger 
Page—Australia’s lead¬ 
ing cricket bookdealer— 
only one of his clients, 

, Tasmanian Max Atwell, 
has more books, and he 
doesn’t possess all the 
rarities prized by his 
Victorian counterpart. 

I Woolfe has been col¬ 
lecting since the war, 
j when he was presented 
With a brand new 1^39 
i Wi.iden for his 14th 
j birttiday 'It was 1942, 
and because of the war, 
books were har, 
he said. ‘I 



the ‘38 season averages 
from that Wiaden, coun¬ 
ty by county, getting to 
know them better than 
my Latin verbs. 

‘I’d always loved crick¬ 
et, and will never forget 
seeing Bradman bat for 
the first time on Janu¬ 
ary 1, 1940. I’d never 
been to the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground before, 
and went in a state of 
high excitement as 
Bradman was 52 not out 
overnight. He was to 
make 267 before Chuck 
Fleet Wood-Smith got 
him. You can imagine 
the impression that in¬ 
nings had on an 11- 
year-old! 

‘On Saturday morn¬ 
ings, I worked for a 
fruiterer and was paid 
five shillings for mak¬ 
ing deliveries. While in 
the city I discovered that 
Hartley’s sports store 
had a run of Wisden 
from 1938 stretching 
right back to 1923 They 
were priced at five bob 
each. I set my heart on 
getting them, and after 
school (he attended Mel¬ 
bourne High) on Mon¬ 
day's I’d run down there 
and put my money 
down, getting a new one 
each week. 

‘For another birthday 


I got Plum Warner’s 
Cricket Between Two 
Ware, After the war I 
started work in a bank 
and once a week would 
spend lunchtime hunt¬ 
ing around the many 
secondhand bookshops 
then in the city. All are 
long since gone, mainly 
because of the high 
rents in the central busi¬ 
ness district. 

'I’d run around to 
them all, and would 
come across some very 
good stuff at ridiculous 
prices. I’d collect mainly 
second-hand books .Very 
few new ones were pub¬ 
lished for years after the 
war.’ 

Ken Woolfe wsis on his 
way to umpire a local 
Australian Rules foot¬ 
ball match one Saturday 
morning when, having 
some time to spare, he 
stopped off at 27 Bourke 
Street. It was his first 
visit for some time. 

‘Mrs Bird was a dear 
old lady and she always 
had a nod of recognition 
and a smile for me,’ said 

His grown up daughter 
Is living elsewhere now 
and Ken has been eyeing 

her room and aU the 

empty wall space en¬ 
viously 



Woolfe. ‘She very oouT' 
teously remarked oh my 
absence but ss I was s 
good client, she had re 
tsdned a carton of bookE 
in which I may be in¬ 
terested. In a comer be¬ 
hind the counter, wiji 
[ trembling hands and 
eyes of disbelief, .1 beheld 
15 Wisden, ,1895-1909. 
all in excellent condi¬ 
tion. She told me I co\ild 
have the lot for £6, 01 
about six shillings each. 
In the lat^t McKenzie 
catalogue, they are each 
priced well in excess dl 
A$100. 

‘The whole experience 
must have affected me. ] 
went and umpired my 
football match and in 
Monday’s Argus the 
Footscray captain-coach 
Charlie Sutton described 
my performance as “la¬ 
mentable”—but on re¬ 
flection, it couldn’t have 
been easy maintaining 
my concentration for the 
whole game knowing I 
had 15 absolutely price¬ 
less Wiedens locked up 
in my Austin A40!’ 

He says the chances ol 
unearthing early Wis- 
dens (Pre-First World 
War) now in Australia 
are as remote as finding 
a gold sovereigrn in the 
city centre on Christmas 
Eve! He completed his 
Wisden set during one of 
his six trips to England, 
the cricket book collec¬ 
tor’s Mecca. 

Most of his books are 
housed in a 30x15 ft 
room. Other books have 
spilt elsewhere, cram¬ 
med into shelving. His 
grown-up daughter. 
Melissa, is living else¬ 
where now and Ken has 
been eyeing her room 
and aR the empty waU 
space enviously, but his 
wife, Nancy, won’t hear 
of turning that room 
into a library top! 

Itan PIMS*, SdHor of 
Mgsxkw, Austnils. ' /f’ 

















It's altogether a different ball game. 
Power Tennis The ultimate range ol 
tennis footwear. Engineered for the court. 
Trusted by the big league. 


The Power Ultimo. Feather light. With 
double density abrasion resistant, 
non-skidding soles. With a double texture 
super tough upper. And cushioned 
comfort all through. 

Also available in the Power Tennis radge 
are the "bi-colour sole" Power Tennis Star 
and the regular Power Mexico. 

Whatever your choice, your tennis gets 
the Power. 
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M M Ivan Lendl and 
Steffi Graf, 

^nCalthough a little 
irritated by the heat and 
poor quality balls, 
brushed aside all 
opposition to win the 
Australian Open and 
start the .year on a 
winning note 

4 With the ICC 
meeting at Lord's 
finally resulting in a 
dixasion to ban players 
who tour South Africa, a 
temporary peace, at 
least, has bwn found. 
What effects will this 
have. Cases for and 
against 
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T he waiting' is over. The arguments, momentarily at least, silenced. A decision has finally been 
reached at the ICC meeting at Lord’s. The South Africa problem, which threatened to disrupj; 
and split world cricket, has found a temporary solution. 

It has been a bloodthirsty 6-7 months of bitter slanging matches, idiotic rhetoric, intelligent 
views, misinterpretations and accusations, and though ‘rebel ciicketers will be baJined henceforth, 
the issues of ‘apartheid’ and ‘isolation’ remain misunderstood. 

What are the ‘bans’ anyway? A three-year ban on 16-19 year-old players, a four-year ban on the 
other players and a five-year ban on rebel teams who establish sporting tics with South Africa. 

The first of the arguments opposing the ban was a cricketer’s right to a livelihood; their 
inadequate county pay-checks made even more insignificant by the thousands of Rands being 
dangled before them. A point which even had Norris MeWhirter, head of the ‘Freedon of Sport’ 
organisation, in court, challenging the ICC on the point of’resti-aint of trade’. 

The court was unimpressed, but it is an individual predicament best explained by a remai'k from 
coloured. Cape cricketer Johnny Abrahams (now with Lancashire) to Frank Keating: "How can 
anyone tolerate a society that discriminates in life as well as sport? Fellow sportsmen say to me ‘I’m 
a sportsman, apartheid is nothing to do with me’. “Does that mean they are sportsmen even before 
being human lx?ings? Well, I’m a sportsman .second, and a human being first ”. 

Another argument was that ‘isolating’ South Africa would deny thousands of young black 
childreii happiness, an opportunity to play and therefore, hinder the breaking of I'acial bari-iers 
A vorthy view at lx\st, but myopic. Black South African leaders, who know the reality of the 
Soweto shanties are aware of the pain of isolation and ,ye( have urged it as the best 
possible solution. As Fi ank Keating writes: ". .the South African Cricket Association, which 
administers non-white cricket has not come toparle.y. Simply because they totally agree with all 
proposed measures alxmt banning English pros in their land.. 

An English professional in South Africa could indeed spread jo.y on the ci icket field for young 
aspiring blacks. But off it, remember, lus he frequents Whites-only’ bars and whites-only’ railway 
carriages, he is perpetuating the sickest and most inhuman regime in the world, which has the 
temerity to call itself civilized. 

As the bans remain, so do many dissenters, a great many of them bigots. Four years hence when 
the ICC decision is to be reviewed, one wonders if much would have changed. 

With people, cricket and South Africa. 







Georg'S Headley 
was the only 
Jamaican to travel 
during the 1930 
home Tests. 


Nor can cricket 
be divorced from 
its social 
context—‘What 
do they know of 
cricket who only 
cricket know?’ 
Any people, and^ 
not only West 
Indians, 
Pakistanis and 
Indians, care 
sincerely about 
the issue 


THE CASE FOR 
ISOLATION 

CLAYTON GOODWIN viewing cricket’s biggest 
controversy through the eyes of the “coloured 
countries” supports the argument for cutting all 
ties with South Africa 


A n unnecessarily sour note has environment that the imbalance of 

entered the debate on the total whites in the pioneer age or the 

suspension of cricket links with preponderance of six Trinidadians, 
South Africa and the implications of whom were fair-skinned, at Tlie ( 


A n unnecessarily sour note has 
entered the debate on the total 
suspension of cricket links with 
South Africa and the implications 
which led to the cancellation of the 
proposed England tour to India Those 
who take a different point of view from 
the advocates of a complete ban profe.ss 
that they want politics to be taken out of 
sport, but they seem increasingly to 
illustrate their own comments with 
irrelevant and often erioneous political 
asides, drawing bogeymen from the 
non-white communities—perhaps 
betesnoirs would be appropriate- and 
doubting the integrity of those who 
differ from them on the argument There 
18 a str®|i^mbf£ll case for severing all 
contactl&th the Republic, and it is 
shameful that opponents are not 
prepared to concede that the view can be 
held honestly 

Although this publication is not the 
place to reiterate the basic opposition to 
the admumstration of apartheid, it is 
essentialTo stres^^at the objection 
embraces the total rejection of a view of 
society Therefore cosmetic tinkering to 
its appearance is not sufficient to 
overcome that objection, nor can cricket 
be divorced from its social 
context—‘What do they know of cricket 
who only agpicket know?’ Many people, 
and not West Indians, Pakistanis 
and Indiaift;S,*care sincerely about the 
issue ' . - 

West Indies do not, as has been 
claimed, practise a form of apartheid in 
reverse There are sound historical 
reasons for the absence of white 
cricketers in the regional sides since the 
selection of Geoff Greenidge, Robin 
Bynoe, David Allan, Steve Camacho and 
Richard Edwards 20 or so years ago. The 
present team is more representative of 
the Caribbean’s cosmopolitan 


environment that the imbalance of 
whites in the pioneer age or the 
preponderance of six Trinidadians, four 
of whom were fair-skirined, at Tlie Oval 
in 19:39 Tlie regional blend of playei's of 
African, Asian and European descent 
and inemtx'rs drawn from independent 
countries of contrasting political, social 
and cultural traditions is exemplary in 
an imperfect world 

The early sides were not represen tativo 
of the region It stood to reason that the 
white colonial plantocracy would enjoy 
best the luxury of travel here, where, 
indeed, they were probably educated and 
pursued social or 

commercial/proh’ssional objectives while 
engaged in cricket Pew working class 
blacks could take a season, prolonged by 
the lengthy seajournoy, to tour 
England, or, for that matter, to travel for 
Test matches too far from their own 
territory In the 1930 senes George 
Headley was the only .Jamaican to play 
outside his homeland, but there werejust 
three non-Jamaicans in the team at 
Sabina Park that year 

Since then the black professional has 
come more into his own, earning his 
living at the game in England, at home, 
and ill Australia, while in contrast the 
white dilettante has been unable to spend 
sufficient tune away from the family 
business or profession to meet the 
increased schedule of matches Besides, 
the centre of Caribbean cricket has 
moved northwards from Trinidad and 
Barbados, the bastions of the traditional 
white clubs, to the newer, 
biack-orientatod smaller islands to the 
north. It has happened elsewhere In 
Australia power has devolved from the 
eastern States towards Western 
Australia, and in India from Bombay and 
the West Zone to Delhi South. The 
demographic tide in the Caribbean has 
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Freedom. Whose freedom are they talking about? 


HE BRASS neck of the self-styled “Freedom” fighters, led by Norris 

T McWhlrter and John Carlisle, takes the biscuit. One fancies their maverick 
malarkey through the courts yesterday will harden demonstrably the 
attitudes against them when the International Cricket Conference comes to 
its vote this afternoon. 

If anyone’s trade is being restrained—and not only in cricket, but in all of life 
itself—it is a non-white living in South Africa. And really ripe, too, for the 
reactionary “Freedom" fanatics to call up Neal Radford and Kevin CurA.n to take 
the stand. 

The very act of calling Radford and Curran to their cause proves the weakness of 
the right-wingers' case. It would surely be slightly more watertight than a Kleenex 
doily if they had called, say, the son of the man who first prised open the stinking 
oyster, Damian D’Oliveira. He could have told them about South African cricket’s 
multi-racialism. 

Or, perhaps, Johnny Abrahams, of Lancashire. He. too, is a Cape Coloured, who 
watched his first cricket match in the Non-Whites’ Only cage ad Cape Town's 
Newlands. 

Abrahaims told me a year ago- “How can anyone tolerate a society that 
discriminates in life as well as sport’’ Fellow sportsmen say to me. 'I’m a 
sportsman, apartheid is nothing to do with me.’ "Does that mean they are 
‘sportsmen’ even before ‘human beings’? Well, I’m a sportsmad second and a 
human being first.” 

To be sure, in all this great need that South African cricket has for coaches from 


Frank Keating: 
hits out hard 
against the 
people who are 
defending 
‘players rights’ 


flowed in a similar direction 

There is a proposal, which may not 
seem to be so frivolous if West Indies 
continue to win persistently for another 
decade or more, that the region should be 
divided into its constituent territories for 
Test purposes After all, every other 
international team is indeed a single 
country rather than a collection of 
independent states With Antigua, 
Barbados, Guyana, Jamaica and 
Trinidad & Tobago et al as separate 
members of the ICC the voting would be 
overwhelmingly and permanently 
against any further relationship with 
South Africa as that country is now 
constituted And if the nature of South 
African society should change, whether 
peacefully or violently, England would 
be stranded down the wicket in its 
response to the ancient regime. 

Politics before cricket 

Democracy, the consensus of opinion, 
however you would like to put it, does not 
cut only one way Some Englishmen may 
not agree with the prevalent opinion that 
links with South Africa should be 
banned Yet at a time when Dr W G 
Grace, i mong others, saw nothing 
wrong \/ith putting politics before 
cricket m advu' atmg that the game 
should be suspenrted for the duration of 
the war. West Indians and Asians 
enlisted in the common cause while the 
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the Engrlish county championship, how come that (just off hand) this list of laddoee 
have not hesn there as coaches these last couple ofyears—Norman CkJwans and 
Da«d Lawrence, for instance, always coach in Perth. Australis; Gladstone Small in 
both Melbourne and Adelaide; Eldine Baptiste in Geelong; Devon Malcolm in 
Auckland; Aslf Din in New South Wales; Mark Alleyne in Melbourne, and no doubt 
plenty more went thataway. The point is, of course, the colour of their skin. 

But the English whites still flocW^cver. It is difficult to blame them, perhaps, 
because they are the most appallingly paid by their counties for the soggy 
summers at home. 

British sportsmen and women seem to lead life in a void. Nothing to do with me, 
sport has nothing to do with real life, has it‘> 

Well, one lot, the whites’ lot, have been over here lobbying like mad. Pamensky 
and Bacher, of the South African Cricket Union, must have appeared on more chat 
shows this week than even Peter Ustinov has in his life 

But the South African Cricket Association, which administers non-white cricket, 
have not come to parley. Simply because they totally agree with all proposed 
measures about banning English froa in their land, “Don’t Play With Apartheid” is 
their unremitting plea. 

Hopefully, this other Carlisle United are doomed for permanent relegation today 
and the ICC vote, once and for all, will redefine the once joyous, multiracial 
historical essence and goodness of a very good game that the English took to the 
world — a game that a cockeyed cadre of bigots are attempting this week to 
pervert. ,, , 


The opposition to 
all cricket 
contacts with 
South Africa will 
not be stifled by 
sneers, 
over-awed by 
arrogance, or 
withered by 
ridicule. To the 
contrary, it will 
continue to grow 
as a generation 
develops which 
has no memory of 
the links which 
existed 



community presently governing South 
Africa could not decide unanimously 
which side to support. Other times, other 
codes of conduct—but though the former 
colonials did not doubt English integrity 
in fighting Fascism or the Kaiser's 
aggression, the most base motives are 
ascribed to their own political 
convictions 

England has not learned the le.s.son, as 
illustrated by the passage of the World 
Cup promotion. that effective 
administrative power has pas.sed 
substantially from here It is far from 
certain that the other white countries 
would support us in the fondly-imagined 
racial rift in world cricket The attitude 
of the Australians would be crucial. In 
spite of the traditional ties, those guiding 
the game into the next century may not 
see their own long-term interests as 
being opposed to those of their nearer 
neighbours on the Indian subcontinent 
or separated from the still-strong 
drawing power of West Indies, and they 
may regard an increased role for the 
Springboks as a threat to their own 
prime position in the game In that 
circumstance New Zealand would hardly 
be likely to regard with favour a future of 
playing merely England and South 
Africa. 

The situation may or may not have 
improved substantially in the two 
decades since the D’Oliveira affair. Yet 



Forced to live 
outside the urban 
centers, black 
South Africans 
often travel great 
distances every 
day on crowded, 
segregated buses 
in order to get 
to work 


West Indies do 
not, as has been 
claimed, 
practise a form 
of apartheid in 
reverse. There 
are sound 
historical 
reasons for the 
abscence of 
white cricketers 
in regional sides 


the >S<Hit li Al t'H'.ms didn t du too much foi 
intci'ii.d lonal fclat ions wlicii tlicy wci't- a 
'I'cst couiitrv At a lime wlicii (Jai ibbcan 
cricket, then still colonial in concept, 
would have welcomed a holpini' hand 
from a senior partner into world 
competition there were no tom s either lo 
or from South Africa. 

The West Indians, as indeed the 
Pakistanis and Indians, do not have the 
personal family, commercial and 
educational ties with the Republic which 
complement or transcend political 
considerations There are two different 
concepts about the way peoples should 
react with each other, one was accepted 
once, and the other now. 

The opposition to all cricket contacts 
with South Africa will not be stifled by 
sneers, over-awed by arrogance, or 
withered by ridicule To the contrary, it 
will continue to grow as a generation 
develops which has no memory of the 
links which existed before 1965 and as 
the Republic finds it harder with the 
passage of time to obtain international 
acceptance 

In my opinion, this Gordian knot can 
be resolved only by taking cricket out of 
the immediate political context and by 
considering all of southern and central 
Africa as a regional entity m the manner 
of West Indies or of the former All-India 
XI The only alternative is to nibble 
around the problem until the political 
Situation has altered drastically and 
England has fiddled itself to the 
periphery of influence and credibility. 

The author, who wrote Caribbean Cricketers 
from the Pioneers to Packer (1980) and West 
tndies at the Wicket (1986), describes himself 
as ‘a white Englishman with white relatives 
living in Durban, and married to a black 
Jamaican' He has contributed to West Indian 
newspapers since the 1960s 


T he members of International 
Cricket Conference have 
unanimously sealed the issue of 
South Africa at cricket So be it. But 
the pr^ary question still looms large: 
do the cricket administrators honestly 
feel MAt by banning cricketers from 
playing in South Africa they would be 
solving the apartheid policy of the 
South African government‘s 
Of the population, 90% are Blacks 
who have no vote and so they are 
effectively removed from the political 
II decision—making processes , Of the 
balanoet 10% a great majority are of 
Dutch origin and only about 20% of 
British origin. It is these Dutch 
Whites, by virtue of their numerical 
superiority over the British Whites, 
who control industry and commerce, 
trade administration and political 
power. 'They have negligible interest 
in cricket and so no amount of ban on 
cricket will threaten its policies. 

The Dutch Whites or Afrikaners are 
totally immersed in the sport of rugby 
and ironically they have been 
regularly placated at rugby in the 
international level Hence what affects 
only a minority of the White 
population will not m the near future 
alter the socio-political system in 
South Africa. 

Over the years cricketers have done 
far more than any other breed of 
professionals to rectify the notorious 
practice in South Africa. 

The cricket world however can take 
comfort in the fact that today in South 
Africa there is multi-racial cricket. 

With my English League friend of 
1978, Omar Henry, a coloured 
left-arm spinner, having made it to the 
South Africa national team. But then 
the primary question still rankles: 

Will the sacrifice of cricketers be 
enough, if the major political powers 
merely resort to the ruse of lip-service 
whenever the issue of apartheid crops 
up? The ICC's decision would be 
meaningful only if it acls as a jolt to 
wake up the wise men at their political 
conferences. 

Rajii Mukheri** 



CASE AGAINST 
ISOLATION 

Cricket writer Jack Bannister visits South Africa and 
gives the other side of the picture. He feels that those 
who cbhdemn South Africa to cricket isolation also 
stunt the happinees of thousands of black children 
for whom cricket means joy and a breaking down of 
socio-racial barriers. 


African lads grapple 
with the basics in 
inadequate 
conditions 


W HATPJVKR the International 
Cricket Coijfcience did codg'e 
ticif^ether at their .special January 
nitjetinfi:. at least 101,002 
{T'eniiine cneket enthu.sia.sts around the 
Rla.st r.ondon area in South Africa could 
not care less 

The o(.ld couple. Chris Davis and Greff 
Hayes—iUae onl.y pair over 12 years 
old : -at least know what the letters ICC’ 
.stand for, but the explosion of black 
cricketers they have already ignited in 
townships like Bisho, Jafta. Dimbaza, 
Zwelitsha and many others in the Ciskei 
only know one thing Thanks to the 
aforementioned missionaries, kids of 
between eight and 12 in 120 of the 500 
primary schools in the Ciskei have 



One visit to ttie 
Ciskei bus League, 
would show that 
supine body (the 
ICC) what a waste 
of time it is to try 
to tell 10>,000 
under-12 kids 
what is best for 
them 


discovered cricket in the last 11 months, 
and they want more 
So much more that when Davies and 
Hayes took me on a seven-hour trip 
around the outlying areas within 30 
kilometres of Kingwilhainstown, the 
youngsters were hard at practice 
wherever we went, although the two 
coaches have to spread themselves so 
thinly that a fortnightly visit to each 
primary school is all the,y can manage 
Furthermore, most of the children did 
not need to be at school as they had just 
finished exams and attendance was not 
compulsory 


(SACli coach) 

Davies first He became the first 
fulltime paid coach to be appointed by the 
South African Cricket Union specifically 
to work only in the black townships 

First, we had to win the trust of the 
headmasters by showing them we were 
genuine No window-dressing, becau.se I 
believe the value of what has happened 
extends much wider than sport I can 
already see the social benelits among the 
kids, becau.se Ah Baotier succeeded in 
incorporating into the SACU constitution 
that if any so-called white school refuses 
to pla.y against township sides, it will be 
expelled from the Primary School 
As.sociation 

As a result, genuinely mixed games 
are played regularly, and previously 
disbelieving teachers and parents are 
finding out that the result isn't so bad 
after all Only one school initially refused 
to host a match. but they .soon came 
round and now are quite happy about 
their programme 

The whole thing just exploded so 
quickly that Dr Bacher approved another 
fulltime appointment—a former k*ading 
Border cricketer, Greg Hayes' 

Let Hayes speak for himself "I joined 
Chris in April after 1.5 good playing 
years, including a few seasons in 
England with Su.s.sex in the late 1970s, 
as well as the Lancashire I,«ague But the 
few months have given me the most 
satisfying time of my cricketing life To 
see the kids just soaking up everything 
we show and tell them is the most 
rewarding thing of all It helps that I was 
brought up on a farm and can speak the 
Xhosa language, and so I can help Chris 
communicate more quickly ’ 


I 
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Cricket's Year Of Destiny 

David Frith, Editor of Wisden Cricket Monthly isn’t too happy 

iHIS. of all years, would seem tx) be cricket’s year of destiny. The agreements 
•or non-agreements contrived by the mandarins of the world’s cricketing 
nations at Lord’s on Jan 23-24 should dictate the pattern of the international 
game for the rest of the century. The delegates sat down to a giant jigsaw 
from which pieces were missing and into which other rogue pieces Baid been 
dropped. No clearcut, satisfying, finished picture was ever likely toeriij^rge. Too 
many elements of conflicting, unshakeable conviction were involved. •' 

Much emphasis was placed on the threat of isolation to England, with its unique 
large-scale professional structure. And yet West Indies, leaders in the campaign to 
kill all contact with South Africa, were in a position of great vulnerability 
themselves. Apart from the fact that most of their modern champions have 
polished their games and earned good livelihoods in multiracial county cricket, 
their Board’s finances rely heavily on the sizable guarantees they receive for 
sending touring teams to England and Australia. Tours o/West^lndies arft less 
profitable, and another like the last two of 1981 and 1980 by England woSld 
threaten to bankrupt WJCBOC, 

West Indies, of course, did not stood alone on the South African issue India 
pre-empted any future agi'eement by refusing entry to eight chosen Englishmen, 
while Paki.stan sanctiomoniously refused to play against those-same players in a 
hastily-contrived tournament in New Zealand New Zealand itself hears 
ever-mounting protest over sportsmen with South African connections, a^id its 
foreign minister has prostrated himself before the anti-apartheid movement in 
order to save the 1990 Auckland Commonwealth Games 
'They can’t do without us’ and ‘We can't do without them’ were often murmured 
during the months leading up to the fateful ICC meeting If the umpires were to 
stamp out excessive short-pitched bowling, the Tests involving West Indies would 
be more of a contest. That would restore them as drawcards, which in turn would 
line their pockets-and make them as indispensable to world cricket as were those 
‘saviours’ in the early 1960s. 


Ali Bacher 
succeeded in 
incorporting into 
the SACU 
constitution that if 
any so-called 
white school 
refuses to play 
against township 
sides, it will be 
expelled from the 
Primary Schools 
Association. 




An enthusiastic group 
of young township 
cricketers 'fhey will 
do anything to play 
a cricket match 


It IS a mammoth project All the more 
so because it is the first one of its kind, 
with every step forward a pac'e into 
uncharted territory Davies and Hayes 
are bubbling with dozens ol new ideas 
every dav, some of which are impractical, 
or fall by the wayside bt'cau-se of the odd 
spot of apathy among the teachers Or 
the six-metre-long earthworms in the 
Dimbaza area, which are in the Guincss 
Book of recoras for their molehill-type 
disturbances of tin* earth which rendered 
unplayable within two weeks a surface 
But the driving force of the kids own 
burning enthusiasm keeps them 
searching for new avenues of progress 
Hayes again 'We liave a mam road from 
Dimbaza to Alice of about 20 kilometers, 
whicli divides 10 primary schools Buses 
stop as near to the schools as they can, 
but only on the mam road which 
sometimes means a walk of an hour 
What w'e aim to do is to start a “bus 
league ', in which the kids will walk from 
their school to the main road, and then 
bus It to the required stop It will mean 


two lengthy walks, but they want 
matches so badly they’ll do it ’ 

Davies agrees. 'I’m sure the idea will 
take off, and even that sort of the 
rough-and-ready league will get the kids 
visiting villages they would never 
otherwise do That’s another social 
benefit to add to the enormous human 
and sporting ones we have already seen 
Don’t tell these kids about "no normal 
sport in an abnormal society No-one in 
this world is going to wave a magic wand 
and make everything happen overnight. 
Elvery thing has to start somewhere, and 
I'm thrilled and proud to be in at the start 
of something which has already become 
the biggest thing in my life ’ 

That IS why when Nomgwadla higher 
Primary School plays Mq^ubela Higher 
Primary in the Ciskei Bus League in 
1989, neither side even had heard of the 
ICC. One visit to the Ciskei would show 
that supine body what a waste of time it 
IS to try to tell 101,000 under-12 kids 
what is best for them—particularly when 
they already know the right answer. 
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Ri^lvOandhl— 
Bowled but not out 


Subnunaniam Swamy— 
Goali against his own 
side! 



VP Smgh, an expert at hqaoking the Opposition 
oaptafauy 


FIVE POLITICIANS WHO COULD 
MAKE GOOD SPORTSMEN 

By Cho Ramaswamy 

1 Subramantam Swamy—Fdrthenutnberof 
goals he has scored agaidsi his own tea«n. 

2 DevlLal~Fc>rthanhmbarofmdketshe 
has taken with htoWldes. , ' . 

3. Rajiv GandhiFor reriiifcinmjt 4 

spite of getting bowl^M^ahil'agU^ "'T- 

4. VPSingh^Forthe«^ipti«h#l^lieh|^ 

ldjackedthooaptkh«9^«it^^P(^ < 

1.. , "'t ' , fj 

it; HT Rama Rao^^ Tim 

Itoegovernor* v- t., W?"-' 
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FIVE SPORTSMEN ON 
THEMSELVES 

1. Tm 29 and have two children and I 
gxH»8s this is the time that I became an 
adult” (John IdcEnroe) 

2 "The legs say yes, but the head says no” 
(Karl Heinz Rummenigge) 

3. "Maybe, I’ll go to my grave unsatisfied with 
my temxis career” (Jimmy Connors) 

4. ‘Tm against clay b^use I am not patient" 
(Boris Becdcer) 

6 “I am the sort of bowler Td love to bat 
against” (Allan Border) 

FOUR PEOPLE WHO ACCOMPANIED 
PAT CASH TO MAJOR MATCHES 

They are called the 'Pat Pack' 

1 His father, Cash sr 

2 His coach, Ian Barclay. 

3. His fitness adviser, Anne Quinn 

4 His psychologist Geoff Bond 

Cash with his ooaoh Ian Barclay 
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Boris B«ok«r—Against Olay beo4uae he la 
Impatient 

DID YOU KNOW THAT... 

1. . .Bjorn Borg was refused permission to 
marry in a catholic church (aa it was his 
second marriage and the chiunh does not 
approve of divorce) 

2. ...Pat Cash began his career as a baseline 
player 

3. ...Jimmy Connors’first two coaches were 
his mother and grandmother 

4. ...John McEnroe ideally wants to be a rock 
star 

5. ...Pat Cash’s headband was inspired by the 
motor racing flag; Cash is a racing freak 

THE FIVE CONFESSIONS OF BORIS . 
BECKER 

1. "I could not do what a normal 18 or 
id-year-old should do having a first date.. 

2. “I can’t Just go into a discotheque and meet 
a girl because it is there the next day in the 
papdrs” 

3, "lUrasCafterlhadwcm WiniMedt»i)aguy 
not phtying with a ractiuet but with a flag” 

4, “I hhven'tmet Springsteen hdt would like 
to" 

last her in 


fiv6si»ortsfersons that appeae^ 

TOMETHEMOST 

‘ S/KIvsbweM Singh 

l.an<i2. Boris Becker and Steffi Oraf'Two 
tennis {dayers who have perfected 
the g^me. Each stroke they play is 
perfect. I hope they get married and 
rear a bn^ of super tennis stars 

3. Florence Grti®hb—She is the most 
luscious, juicy womah ever seen on the 
synthetic track. 

4. Sir Edmund Hillaiy—To this day we do 
not know if it was him or Tensing Norgay 
who stood on Everest first. 

5. BishenBedi —because his enormous 
repertoire of bawdy jokes beato anyone 
else’s 

THE FIVE SPORTSMEN WHO MAKE 
EXCELLENT CARTOON MATERIAL 

By Sudhir Dar, cartoonist for Hindustan Times 

1 . Kapil Dev — The only way to draw him ie 
with a lot of lather on his face followed with 
a caption ‘Kapil Dev kajawaab nahin ’. 

2. PTUsha — She has had so many ups and 
downs. When she is down, like now. I’d like 
to do something to lift her up. 

3. Ravi Shastri — His face is easy to draw. As 
a person he is intense and easily loses his 
cool with journalists. I’d love to have a bash 
at him 

4. John McEnroe — He has set the tennis 
courts k) often on fire. I’d love to draw 
him as hadf-man, half-demon. 

S Tiger Pataudi (surprised?) — Has a lovely 
face and lovely nose. Also has a sense of 
humour which brings out the inner man. 

Kapil Dev kajamudttiabift 














ROMf DEV ON THE HUSBAND ONLY 
SHE KNOWS 

1 “Kapil is no diplomat and because of that 
you know where you stand with him” 

2 “He 18 not demanding, not suspicious” 

3. “In eight years of marriage he has lost his 
temper only thrice” 

4. “I really don’t know how he is with his team 
because he never brings his gossip home” 

5. “Before we got married I never though 
Kapil would be romantic matenal. He was 
so tense and nervous. 

KATHY BOTHAM ON HER FAMOUS 
HUSBAND 

1. "Ian is a male chauvinist at times” 

2. “He’s quite traditional. He believes a wife 
and mother should stay at home” 

3 “Our friends’ children all love him They 
call him Uncle Beefy” 

4. “He’s so loyal, very generous, very caring. 

They call him the loveable rogue” 

5 “Ian’s no saint” 


E- 
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Kathy Botham confesses that Ian is no saint 



Imran Khan—From chasing kites to captaining 
Pakistan 


WHAT FIVE CRICKETERS WHERE 
LIKE WHEN THEY WERE YOUNG 

1 Imran Khan chased kites in Lahore and 
strengthened his calf muscles as a result. 

2. Abdul Qadir sold vegetables on the street 
for a living when he was round 10-11 years 
old. 

3. Sunil Gavaskar was so ill-tempered that his 
parents had to take him to a psychiatrist to 
check if there was anything wrong with 
him 

4 Sir Garry Sobers had six fingers on one 
hand. 

5. Eddie Barlow was so shortsighted that he 
couldn’t see beyond the front wheel of his 
bicycle. 

FIVE SPORTING CHARACTERS THAT 
APPEAL THE MOST TO ME 

By Cho Ramaswamy (a political satirist from Madras and 

editor of the magazine ‘tughlak’) 

1 . 2 and 3. Vinoo Mankand, Frank Worrell 
and Keith Miller — For the sweet 
memories of their performances 
and for their style and elegance. 

4. Joe Louis—For the poignancy 
surrounding his career. 

5. Bobby Fischer — For having advertised 
chess. 






FIVE SPORTING INSULTS 

1 . 'You have as much olass as my baokside/ 
Cliff Tborburn to Steve bavis (World Snooker 
Champlortship $emi-final. 1981) 

, 2. 2. 'If Bveirtou were playing down at the 
^ bottom of my garden, I’d draw the 

curtains.* 

Bill Shankly on Everton. 
a. 'You are lower than dirt.’ 

John McEnroe to Bill Scanlon. 

4. 'Crybaby.’ 

John Sadri to John McEnrae. 

5. 'It is all very attractive, the talent, the tears, 
the tantrums, the highs and lows, and all 
that so-called human stuff, but underneath 
there is a selfishness and ruthlessness that 
makes me look like a choirboy.’ 

Steve Davis on Alex Higgins 


FIVE IMPORTANT DATES IN INDIA’S 
CRICKET HISTORY 

1. 1721—Cricket was played by the manners 
of East India Company’s ships. Cambay 

2. 1792—The Calcutta Cricket Club was 

formed. <-• 

3. 1888—A Parsee team visited England. 

4. 1911—First All-Indian team vi.sited 
England. 

5. 1932—First All-Indian Test team visited 

England ., 


FIVE SPORTSMEN’S VIEWS ON SEX 
BEFORE SPORT # 

1. ILIENASTASE 

‘You know what they say about it being bad 
for your game Well, I can tell you it’s 
rubbish. Sex before tennis brings me luck ’ 

2. MUHAMMAD ALI 

Ali wouldn’t make loVe to his wife for six 
week before a major fight 

3. JIMMY CONNORS L 

Jimmy Connors sees both ^^of the 
question. ‘As far as Jimmy I go, it 
depends on the tournamen|,' says his wife 
Patti. ‘Tennis iS a men^l g^me and you need 
all your concentration'. If ypu think that 
little bit is going to give thd extra edge, then 
abstain.’ ' ^ 

4. GUILLERMO VILAS ' 

At one point in his tenths career. Vilas gave 
up sex for a yeair in ord0r|6 improve hie 
game. - . 

5. TOMMYOOCHERfY 

When he was.nmhagerpfli^therham 
United, Doo]im% players from ■ 

between IjVisln^a^ Saturday 

befohsablgmtP^‘< 



Imran Khan 

THE FIVE MOST VOCAL 
SPORTSPERSONS 
I HAVE INTERVIEWED 

By Mudar Pafherya 

1. Sarfraz Nawaz (“He htid an opinion oh 

everything. As well as a capacity to get himself 
into the news even when nothing was 
happening”) ■ 

2. ‘‘Richard Hadlee (‘‘Has an incredible clarity 
of thought I asked him on his favourite 
sporting fantasy, expected him to take five 
minutes to answer it, but he had a very precise 
answer ready in two seconds") 

3 Fazal Mahmood ("Full of anecdotes") 

4. Imran Khan (“The only interviewee who 
required no prompting—switched on my 
dictaphone, sat back and relaxed. Imran 
usually gave a highly grammatical and 
exhaustive account of what he was talking 
about. Besides, very well rea'd”) 

5. Omar Kureishi (“Gave all the right quotes 
one wanted to hear”) 

•Note. “Bisnan Bedi is a close sixth” 


FIVE SPORTING COMPLIMENTS * 

1 . ‘I don’t know what it is, but I take stuff 
from him I’d clip other guys in the ear for.’ 
Ian Botham on Mike Brearley 

2. They should send Borg away to another • 
. planet. We play tennis. He plays something 

else.’ 

Ilie Nastase on Bjorn Borg. 

3. ‘Joe Louis was my inspiration. 1 idolized 
him. I Just give Up service to being the ' 
greatest. He was the greatest.' 

Muhammad All of Joe Louis, after Louis's death in 
1981. 

4. 'He's the best rider who ever got on a horse 
anywhere, any time.’ 

Harry Carr on Lester Piggott 

5. ' ‘This Marvin Hagler—he’s the Master of 

Disaster.’ 

Tony Bibson on Marvin Hagler (said when Tony 
Sibson had received 17 stitches after lasting six 
rounds with Hagler in 1983. 'The Master of Disaster ? ' 

■ Did he say that?’ asked Hagler. 'Yeah, l think he's 
-Tight.). 
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j The Pope; One-time amateur ^alkeeper 

I FIVE RELIGIOUS LEADERS WHO 
I WERE KEEN SPORTSMEN 


1 POPE JOHN PAUL II 

Paul II was onoe goalkeeper 
with 1 hr Polish amateur team Wostyla. 

2 ROBL'RI E RICHARDS 

An Amoncan pi-eaciiei', Robert B. Richards, 
won the (lolri Modal for the Pole Vault in the 
1 052 and 1 05(5 Olympics, He was known as 
the V,ililting Vicar 

3 SAINT CUTHBERT 

According’ to thti Venerable Bede, St 
Cuthlxii’t excelled at jumping, running and 
wrestling 

4 THE FIRST OXFORD BOAT CREW 

All the inemlx-TS of the first Oxford boat 
ci'ow look holy orders, one of them. Charles 
Wordswoi lh, became a Bishop, 

5 THE RIGHT REVEREND DAVID SHEPPARD 
'fhe Hight Reverend David Sheppared, 
Bi.shop of Liverpcx)!, used to play cricket for 
SiijKsex and for Kngland. His last game for 
I'Jngland wa^s in 1903 


THREE CRICKETERS WHO HAVE 
PLAYED TEST CRICKET FOR INDIA 
AND PAKISTAN 

1 AinirKlahi 
■2 Oul Mohammed 
5 Abdul Hafeez Kardar 


First-name TERMS! 

5 hi ' I’ld Indian field hockey team listed 17 players. 

1 ' I'iddUXSINGH 

2 niTT'KPALSlNGH 

3 HA; ii!h'SINGH I 
A PAi.",!: ciN'iiii ir 
•5, H.'.i '111 a mg; I ill 
6. A.J 1 G VI, ;■,( NiTI 1 

7 HAHL'INuKR SINGH 

8 INDhlUSINGH 


THE ORIGINS OF 10 SPORTING 

Words 

1. ADUCK 

If you are out for O in cricket, this numeral 
resembles a duck's egg, hence ‘out for duck’. 

2. LOVE 

A score of O in tennis was also held to 
resemble an egg, for which the French is 
I’euf, hence ‘love’. * 

3. SCRUM 

‘Scrum’ is a shortened from of ‘skirmish’. 

4. GOLF 

The first golf-like game was played in 
Holland in the thirteenth century It was 
known as Spel metten colve (‘Game played 
with a club’). It was then shortened to Colve, 
and then over the centuries changed from 
Coif to KolftoGolf. 

5 TENNIS 

Tennis comes from the French command 
Tenez, the call of a player to warn his 
opponent he is about to serve. 

6 SERVICE 

The terra ‘service’ was intorduced in the 
first part of the sixteenth century when 
King Henry III and his barons played real 
tennis. It was,considered beneath their 
dignity to play the first shot, so they would 
call ‘Service’ and a page with a bat would 
start the game. 

7. BOWL 

‘Bowl’ is from the French word 

boule. Ih FSjaJSlsh it used to be pronounced 
to rhyme wit34 ‘howl’, but the bowel was 
softened by .the Victorians who thought it 
sounded a liCtle too close to ‘bowel’ for 
comfort. 

8. THE ASHES 

In 1882, after the third Australian team to 
come to England beat England at The Oval, 
The Sporting Times wrote an epitaph on the 
death of English cricket, adding as a 
postscript- The body will be cremated 
and the {mnes'taken to Australia.’ The next 
winter, an^El^lish team defeated Australia 
in two out o¥ the three games. The stumps 
were burned and the ashes presented to the 
English captain by the Australian captain. 
The um is stil to be seen at Lord’s. 

9. THE CRAWL 

The word ‘crawl’ was first applied to 
swimming in 1898 by George Farmer, an 
Australian swimming coach. On seeing 
AUCk Wicham winning an \inder4en 
swimming race in Sydney he said, ‘Look at 
this kid crawling.’ 

10. FIFTEEN-FORTY 

Tennis used to be scored on a clock dial, 
hence fifteen, thirty and i'orty-ftv®,. 
which Waa later shortened fo-forty. 
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FIVE FAMOUS PEOPLE WITH HIDDEN 
SPORTING TALENT 

t. WILLIAM WORDSWORTH 
, Wordsworth was a keen skater and often 
boasted that he could cut his name on the ice 
with his skates 

2. OLIVER CROMWELL 

Oliver Cromwell showed considerable skill 
on the football pitch when he was a student 
at Sydney Sussex. Cambridge 

3. BING CROSBY 

Bing Crosby is one of only two players to 
have holed in one at the sixteenth hole at 
Cypress Point in California 
4 SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE 
In 1900, Conan Doyle bowled W.G Grace 
out, In 1908, he was an official at the London 
Olympics 

5. THE PILGRIM FATHERS 

The Pilgrim Fathers passed their time as 
they sailed to America on the Mayflower in 
1620 by playing darts 


Geoff Boycott: Acknowledges his diet to 
Barbara Cartland 

FIVE PECULIAR DIETS OF 
SPORTSMEN 

1 . THREE RAW EGGS IN A GLAS^Qg^ft^R 
The daily drink of Leon Spitfl^^ormer 
World Heavyweight ChampijMlj,.,,,,,. 

2. GINSENG TEA WITH HONEY 

The daily drink of Geoff Boycott. He 
acknowledges his diet to Barbara Cartland 
in the shapingof his dietary requirements. 

3. CHEESE AND MARMITE SANDWICHES 
Enjoyed for breakfast by Steve Davis. 

4. NO SALADS 

Babe Ruth always refused salads. 
‘Aep^agms makes my urine smell,’ he would 
complain. 

5. NO RED MEAT 

Bille Jean King does.not eat red meat. She 
also avoids white su^ar and food made with 
white flour. 




Bobby Robson 

FIVE UNUSUAL AMBITIONS OF 
SPORTSMEN 

1 Playing the Piano 

‘I’d have given my right arm to have been a 
pianist.’ England's soccer manager Bobby 
Robson has admitted 

2 Roving the World 

On being defeated by Trevor Berbick in. 1981, 
Muhammad Ah said that he would not be 
fighting again, but that his plans fbr the 
future included touring the world and 
’speaking with people like 
Brezhnev- -prestigious stuff.’ 

3. Walking on Water 

After he had won seven Olympic Gold Medals 
for swimming, Mark Spitz was tisked if he’d 
ever thought of walking on water If I could 
perfect it, it would really help my name,' he 
replied. ■ 

4 Playing lor Nottingham forest 
Derek Randall, who prefers football to cricket, 
has long held an ambition to play for 
Nottingham Forest. 

5. Siring a Champion 

Johnny Miller wants his son, John jr, to be the 
greatest golfer who ever lived ’No famous 
golfer has had a son who made it.’ he says 
’Mine will, even if I have to give up the game to 
help him ’ John ,jr is twelve years old 


FIVE THINGS YOU PROBABLY NEVER 
KNEW ABOUT THE ANCIENT 
OLYMPICS 

1. Women were barred from the Games—even 
as spectators. Which is why competitors 
participated in the nude* 

2. Horse racirtg was the only compietition open 
to slaves. 

3. There was a ten-month mandatory training 
period for all prospective Olympians, 

4 Foreign athletes woi o paid to change their 
citizenship so that they could participate in the 
Games. 

5. The Roman Emperor Theodosius I ordered 
the Games to be stopped because they had 
become a public nuisance. 
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EIGHT ODD ODDS 

1 The odds a(?aihst a flat race horse paying 
for Its keep over a year are 10-1. and for a 
steeplechaser 20-1 

2 The odds for a steeplechase jockey ending a 
race unseated are also 10-1 

3 The odds for a Channel swimmer 
completing the win successfully are 30-1. 

4 The odds for a hole in one are 42952-1 

5. The shortpst odds ever were 10,000—1 on 
for Ijester Piggott to win the Preniio 
NaviglioinMilanin 1967 

6. Talking to Michael Parkinson in 1974, 
Muhammad Ali reckoned that the odds of 
making a good living out of boxing were 
‘about 100,000 to one'. He advised potential 
boxers to 'get their brains together and get 
educated’ 

7. In 1963, bookies offered odds of 66-1 
against The Duke of Albuquerque finising 
the Grand National on horseback He fell at 
the fourth fence, 

8 In 1983, Ladbrokes refused further bets on 
Liverpool winning the Ijeague 
Championship, even though there wore five 
months of the programme still to bo 
completed. Sure enough, Liverpool won. 



Jimmy Connors: the world number one for a 
oonseoutive 1B9 weeks 

DID YOU KNOW THAT JIMMY 
CONNORS... 

1 . hii.s won 106 singles tournaments. 

2 was world number one for a consecutive 
159 weeks 

3 .. in 1 6 years as a pro has never slipped 
below n_umix3r 8 in the world. 

4. .. .has earned £ 5 million from match 
Winnings and C 30 million from 
endorsements 

5. ...has won over 1200 matches. 


I^IVE EMBARRASSING HOWLERS BY 
THE MEDIA 

1. “John’s (McEnroe) throw up has been very 
bad all day” (Dan Maskell) 

2. "Slippers and googUee” (How the Pakistan 
Times described Abdul Qadir’s bowling) 

3. "Road and Hosewall" (How BBC TV 

commentators once described the 
.Roaewall-Hoad pair) • • 

4. “And Illingworth is relieving himself at the 
Pavilion End" (Brian Johnston) 

5. “And Brian Toss has won the Close.., ” 
(Henry Blofeld) 


WHAT ROBIN GIVENS SAID NOT TOO 
LONG AGO ABOUT MIKE TYSON 

1. “I can’t understand what makes women 
send nude photographs of thehiselves to him" 

2. “He becomes quite cranky before a big 
contest.. gets scared and dreams he's going to 
lose” 

3. ’’When we wrestle together at home he’s so 
soft and gentle ” 

4. “When I look at him in the ring, he seems 
remote, so vicious and mean...” 

5 “There’s a Lamborghini which he can’t drive 
because’s it’s a manual gear change” 


OLYMPIC IVfiOAL WINNERS WITH 
NAMES TOUGHEST TO SPELL 

1. PANAGIOTiS’PARASKEVOk^ULOS. 
Greece, 1896, discus 

2. NADYEZDA DVALISHVILI, USSR, long 
jump 1956 

3. SERGEY SUKHORUGHENKOV, USSR, 
cyoling, 1980 

4. PERIKLES 

MAVR6M1(?JH;A^S-PIERRAK0S, Greece, 
fencing, 

5. govindabi^limogaputtaswamy, 

India, ^ieldhcjplfey. 1972 


MOST COLOURFUL NAMES IN THE 
OLYMPICS 

1 . FRANK MOUNT PLEASANt. long , 

jump,’ 1908.. > 

2. PtpSPEREVERSOTELDEN-RQMEa, , 
Belgiuhi, cyoling; 1906. 

3. FOOKLOKEPOON. Mai^yeiA. field hockey’ 

1976 I ,*''y 

4. FERENC iCISa,mJN(JARY:mwdi3gr, 1980 

5. E. CARRl£;FiCKLl^,Gt;cwtBitain. . ’ 

gymnastiCB. 1998 , 










STEVE OVETT’S SIX HOBBIES 

; 1. Praotioal sculpture 

2 Cars .'’T' 

■\ 3. Reading 
4 Angling 
5. Painting 

6 Photography i 


EIGHT PRODUCTS ENDORSED BY 
MOTOR CYCLE RIDER BARRY 
SHEENE . 

1 Brut Aftershave 

2 . Marlboro Cigarettes 

3 Daf Trucks 

4 Mazda Cars , ^ 

6 Travel Cruiser Mobile Hom^ 

6 Shell Oil 

7. YamahaMotoroyolee 
8 AKAIHi-PI 


THE PHYSICAL PECUURITIES OF 9 
SPORTSMEN 

1. STEVE DAVIS’S THUMB 

Steve Davis has a double»jointed thumb 
which curls back to give him one of the 
firmest bridge hands in snooker. 

2. DUNCAN GOOOHEWS SCALP 

Duncan Ooodhew lost his hair when he fell 
from a tree at his family home m Yapton, 
Sussex, aged ten 

3. BJORN BORQ'S PULSE 

Bjorn,Borg h pulse rate of 38. The 

normal pulse rate Is between 60 and 80, 

4. WILLIE SHOEMAKER S HEIGHT 
WUiUeBhoemaker^only4it liins He 
weig^ less than lOOlbs, though this is a 
m^jor-inore^ on the weight at which he 
Wasbom—S»>idb8 

8. M^Vm4V|AQLER’SSCALP”' 

^Sarvtn {fagltw once explained why lie 
> four Asters ruhnmg 

t ahold; niy hands 

^ p»ta<xnnb,*^b#iald., ; , J; 


DOBBY FISCHER’S TEN GREATEST 
CHESS PUYERS IN HISTORY 

1. Paul Morphy (U S . 1837-84) 

2. Howard Staunton (England, 1810-74) 

3. W Steinitz (Bohemia, 1836-1900) 

4. Sieghert Tarraach (Poland. 1862-1934) 

5. Mikhail Tchigorln (Russia, 1850-1908) 

6 Alexander Alekhine (Riisaia, 1892-1946) 
7 . J.R Cap>ahlanca(Cuba, 1888-1942) 

8 Boris Spassky (Russia, 1937-) 

0 Mikhail Tal (Russia, 1936-) 

10 S BeshevskyCU.S )19H-) 



Bedi: “You compromise only when you have no 
legs to stand upon" 

FIVE REASONS WHY I AM 
CONTROVERSIAL 

By Bisben Bedi 

1 "I have always felt the need to express my^ 
opimon iii a forthnght manner” 

2 “Always had an uncompromising 
temperament ‘Compromise’ is a weak word. 
You compromise only when you don’t have 
legs to stand upon” 

3 “I have had quite a few tiffs with the Indian 
Board and the DIXIA This is because my 
principal concern has been for the team—not 
myself’ 

4. “Since I have regarded myself as an 
entertainer, crowd appeal has always been 
important” 

5. “t am very candid and this has got me into 
trouble at times I lost my job with Northants 
in 1976 for calling a white man a cheat” 


MOST UNIQUE OLYMPIC NAMES 

1 . WORM ERICH, Germany, gymnastics, 
1912 

2 POP ION. Romania, fencing, 1976 

3. LUST WILHELMINA. HoUand, 4X100 
relay, 1952 

4. JUNK BRUNO. USSR. lO.QOOm walk, 1952 

5. TROUBLEBRUNO.rrauiee, yachting, 1968 









FIVE GOOD SPORTS 


( LARRY HOLMES 

Jfaving' defeated Muhammad Ah in eight 
rounds in October 1980, his former sparring 
partner Larry Holmes said, 'At that stage 1 
held a few punches back for fear of hurting 
him 1 le was a great man, a gi'eat ath lete and 
he was my friend’ 

2 JACKNICKLAUS 

In the 1969 Ryder Cup, Jack Nioklaus gave 
Tony Jaeklin a four-foot putt, allowing 
Great Britain and Ireland to draw 16-16 with 
the USA. 

3. RODNEY MARSH 

In the 1977 Centenary Test in Melbourne, 
after Derek Randall had been given out, 
caught at the wicket, Australian* 
wicket-keeper Rodney Marsh called him 
back Marsh felt that he had n't caught the 
ball before it hit the ground 

4 EUGENIO MONTI 

In the 1904 Winter Olympics at Innsbruck, 
Eugenio Monti, many times World 
Champion of the two-man bobsleigh, 
realizing his chances of winning the Gold 
medal were minimal and noticing that Tony 
Nash’s bobsleigh’s bolt had broken, whipped 
out his own bolt and gave it to him. Nash 
went on to win the Gold medal 

5 STEVE OVETT 

Straight after losing the 3;000-metre race at 
Crystal Palace in July 1981, Steve Ovett was 
approached by Elizabeth, the five-year-oid 
daughter of New Zealand athlete John 
Walker, and challenged to a running race. 

He immediately agreed ‘I lost that one too,’ 
he later admitted 



Larry Holmes; “I held a few punches back for 
fear of hurting him (Ali) 


FIVE FOREIGNERS WHO DOMINATED 
CALCUTTA FOOTBALL IN THE LAST 
TEN YEARS 

1 . Majid Baskar 
2 Jamshid Nasirn 
3. EmekaEzeugo 

4 ChimaOkerie 

5 Chibuzor 


HENRY COOPER’S FIVE MOST 
DIFFICULT OPPONENTS 

1 Zora FVjiley^. 

2 Alex Mit^R^rP 

3 Floyd PajBifteon 

4 Boston Jadotife 

5 Muhammad Ali 


FIVE NICKNAMES OF FAMOUS 
CALCUTTA FOOTBALLERS 

1 ‘Maruti’ (KrfShnendu Dey) 

2. ‘Bablu’ (Subra'ta Bhattacharya) 

3. ‘Mona’(Mbnoranjan Bhattacharjee) 
4 ‘Tulu’ (Sutfi^tehatterjee) 

5. ‘Bantu’ (Krilthnendu Roy) 


THE TEN^SIttlEST TITLES FOR 
SPORTS BOOKS 

1 Pat on the Back, by Pat Eddery 

2 Jack on my Back, by Andrea Angela, Jack 
Nicklaus’s former caddie 

'3.Gosh it's Tosh, an anthology of poems by 
John Toshack 

4 It's All about a Ball by Alan Ball 

5 Sods I have Cut on the Turf, by Jack Leach 

6. Nice One Cyril, by Cyril Knowles 

7. V IS for Victory, by Harvey Smith 

8 . The Game with the Hole in It, Peter 
Dobereiner 

9 Football Makes me Laugh, by Malcolm 
Macdonald 

10 Frame and Fortune, by Steve Davis 


FIVE THINGS MIKE TYSON SAID 
ABOUT OTHER BOXERS 

1 . On Larry Holmes “Good boxer, bad 
attitude” 

2 . On Gene Tunney: ‘‘Smartest fighter who 

ever lived” * 

3. On Muhammad Ali: “Unbelievable” 

4. On Jersey Joe Walcott; “Dynamite with one 

punch” ' 

5. On Jack Dempsey: “Most serious fighter of 
all time.” 
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Viv Richards; Has a dozen or so girls in Britain 
who mean more than a one-night stand 

FIVE SPORTING CASANOVAS 

1. Viv Richards 

‘In Britain I have a dozen or so girls who mean 
a good deal more to me than at^fie-night stand. 

1 keep phone numbers religiously and when 
we’re playing away I ring for a date There are 
good friends in Nottingham, (Ja>rdiff', 
Birmingham, Manchester, London and, of 
course, Taunton.’ 

2 Alex Higgins 

‘1 know I’ve got a leputation i^k^Gqorge Best. 
I’ve found that it helps being wprld champion, 
especially at snooker. I always tell them I’m a 
great potter. They know what I mean’. 

3 George Best 

Best once said that he had tried to count the 
girls he had slept with, but had lost count at 
five hundred. ‘If you want the secret of my 
success with women,’ he says, ‘then don’t 
smoke, don't take drugs and don’t be too 
particular.’ 

4. Guillermo Vilas 

‘There are girls for one night, girls to live 
with, girls to take travelling. There are right 
girls for different moments. You can love a girl 
today, but may be not tomorrow.’ 

6. Sevvy Ballesteros 

‘That would be like playing the same golf 
course all the time * (On being asked why he 
didn’t have just one girlfriend.) 


FOUR WAYS IN WHICH STEVE DAVIS 
RELAXES 

1 . He reads Tbhi Sharpe and John Le Carre 
novels. * . ' 

3, He plays Space Invaders. 

3. Heplaysmmtalohess.v ‘ ; 

4. He accompanies his car^ cassette recorder 
with his own harmonica. 


DIRTY DARTS—6 TIPS FROM AN 
ANONYMOUS PROFESSIONAL ON 
HOW TO PUT YOUR OPPONENT OFF 

1. RATTLING 

At strategic moments, rattle your dart.s 
'■ together as your opponent i,s taking aim 

2. TALKING , 

; C^iat aW'ay, on any topic, to anyone, 
.incl\fding your opponent, 

3. LAGGING 

When, your opponent is keen to get on witti 
his go. take an especially long time 
extracfing.your darts from the board 

4. bmok'ing 

] Korma smoke screen by blowing cigarette 
smoke betvyieen your opponent and the 
board. ' 

6. impeding 

Once you have extracted your darts, walk 
straight towards your opponent rather than 
moving to one side 
6. COMPLAINING 

Complain atxiul anything at any time, thu.s 
stopping the flow of play 


HOW MUCH IT WOULD COST YOU TO 
BUY ADVERTISING SPACE ON NIKI 
LAUDA’S BODY PER SEASON 

1 Chest. ei8o;ooo 

2 Chin-piece £46.000 

3 Either pide of eyes £25,000 

4. Arm decals £25,000 

5. On helmet above eyes: £4.5,000 


FIVE VIEWS ON PLAYBOY 
FOOTBALLER GEORGE BEST 

1. ‘Once you get the taste of George Best you 
never want to taste another thing’. 

Angie Best, September 1979 

3. ‘When he’s boozing he's the most deplorable, 
obnoxious, sarcastic, ignorant, horrible piece 
of rubbish.’ 

Angie Best. February 1982. 

3. ‘The trouble with George is he thinks he can 
fiMoinate any girl who comes within a iinlo of 
him.’ 

■Stefanja Sloniecka, January 1973. 

4. ‘Really he’s still the same little boy lost that 
he was when he first came to Mancl»e.ster.’ 

Mrs Fullaway, Best's former landlady m Manchester. 
August 1982. 

6. ‘He’s one of the most intelligent, considerate 
and generous of men. 1 still love him, but there 
are problems better solved on his own.’ 

Mary Siavin. on leaving Best, May 1983. 




FIVE MOST CONTROVERSlAi EVENTS 
IN OLYMPIC HISTORY 

V Marathon, St Louis, 1904. 

Fred Lorz of the US trailed the mar^ithoners. 
Soon he suffered a cramp and was forced to 
retire He saw a passing truck, hitched ftlijK,. 
alighted when the pain had gone, and 
completed the race first. When the hoajc was 
exposed, Lorz confessed that he had intended 
it as a joke but had got carried away by the 
adulation' 

2. Women's 100m, Berlin, 1936 


toat the game was not over. There was still one 
second to go They played that time out. NOW a 
.British official intervened, saying the clock 
was wrong. According to him, three seconds 
were atill left- Protesting, the US team took the 
couH ai^n! Tt^tiine the Russians scored. 
Arid won the final 51-90. The US team 
boycotted the award ceremony and rejected the 
silver medals. ■ . 

4. Marathon, London, 1908 ** 

Italian Ddfando Ple'tii cOllapeed with e 
yards from the fjnlsh He was helped to his feet 
by officials riei^rby and carried to the finishing 


After Poland s favourite Stella Walsh had been 
beaten by American Helen Stepliens. the 
accusation was levelled at the winner that she 
was not a woman. She was made to disrobe in 
front of women attendants who confirmed that 
she was a woman after all , 

3. Basketball, Munich, 1972 
With SIX seconds to go in the U8A-U8SR 
(48-49) final. American Doug Collins was 
fouled. Collins took two free throws and scored 
off each. But as the Americans celebrated a 
50-49 victory, the Bulgarian referee shouted 


line. When he wasttonounoed as the winner, 
the runner-up foul—he had finished the 

race oh hjs feef after all. Eventually, Pietrl's 
grold medal was withdrawn and replaced by a 
gold cup froih (he tjueen as a consolation prize. 

Ben Johnson 1988 

Ben Johnson took the lOOm gckd jn the Seoul 
CMympics. His dpjM test however revealed that 
he had taken a drug stanazoldl to improve his 
performance. Thegold med^ was withdrawn- 
and Johnson flewmime mIdwiy through the 
competition in disgrace, . ^ '■ 


EIGHT CASES OF SPORTING PRIDE 
COMING BEFORE A FALL 

1. ‘I am not convinced Steve is as far out on his 
own as a lot of people believe, and I aim to 
prove my point in our semi-final showdown.’ 
Jimmy White on 2 December 1981. The next day he was 
beaten 9--0 by Steve Davis in the Corat UK Cham¬ 
pionship semi-final. -« 

S. T really think we will go there and win it.’ 
Kevin Keegan on the World Cup. 17 June 1962. 

3. ‘Frazier’s got two ohanoes: slim and none.^ 
Muhammad Ali in January 1974. Frazier beaKhim. , 

4. This 'nme (We’U get It Bight).’ 

Title of a song recorded by the England World Cup £lquad 
in 1982. 

5 . “Our aim is to win the series 6—0.’ 
Graham Yallop, before the first Test against England, 
1978-79 England won the series 5—1. 

6 . ‘I like Arsenal. They’ve had a great .season; 
And it’s very sad for them that they are not 
going to win the FA Cup.’ 

John Tosback, 2 May 1971. Arsenal beat Liverpool 2—1 in 
the final. 

7. ‘The difference between me and other 
athletes who go to. the Olympics is that 1 go to 
win and they, go to compete.’ 

David Bedford, 1972. He came sixth In the 10,000 metres. 

8. ‘We will make them grovel.’ 

tony Greig, before the five-Tesl series against the West 
Indies, 1976 The West Indies won 3—0. 



FIVE TMfNG#VOUFI«peABtY NEVim 
KNEW GUUiT 

1 . Hia 'The . 

2 . Lives itSi Asevem-bedroiMnsdapartimebt 

sswimmihg-|]iaol’toaMliansuhi^. - . ' 

3. Plays the bi^ guitar in areggae baud ‘ 

groupT^ ‘ " : ' ' 

4. Defeated hhi Eurcqpiean Foptbai^ 
,.iifearawai!dtoN*fiBQn.li^uadeih. *■'' ;■ , 

5. Had a top^h hit in HoltEuid Mtli this' ' 

*Notth.et>smc^ngKin4*- 
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3RD INDIRA GANDHI GOLD CUP HOCKEY 
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Clockwise: The Pakistani 
team with the Indira 
Oandhi Gold Cup which 
they won for the second 
year in succession; the 
Dutch team failed to stop 
the Pakistani forwards 
during the final. Playing to 
packed stands ttie 
Pakistanis devastated the 
Dutchmen; Qasi Mohlb the 
captain Geft) of the 
Pakistani team schemed 
moves, constantly nioved 
up and down, took the 
penalty comer and on top 
of that defended the 
Pakistan goal. A tall order 
for an individual; The 
Kenyan team arrived as the 
*tt^er dogs’hut l«(t an 
impression that they arwe 
no longer going to be the 
awran. 
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Top: The Indian team 
warmings up. 
Lunging back and 
forth was about all 
they could do because 
when it came down to 
the game they fell 
short in all 
departments; Right: 
During the final Ifran 
Ahmed was brought 
down by one of the 
Dutch defenders. The 
Pakistani manager 
rushed onto the field 
and started pushing 
the Dutch players 
around. His 
behaviour on the field 
almost started a 
free-for-all. 
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3rd Indira Gandhi Gold Cup Hockey Tournament 


CONFIDENCE 
IS NOT ENOUGH 



The Indians experimenting- with a new team, which they 
were confident would perform well, realised that the 
pressures of playing an international tournament 
required a lot more than a confident coach 


On the eve of the tournament, 
con tradictuig statemeii ts ": 

regarding the arrival of the 
Kenyan and the Pakistani team ’ 
flew back and forth between the 
organising secretary, Mr Raj 
Bhargav and the sponsoi, Mr 
Satiah Dayal. Although the 
technical committee were 
informed of the problem fad^ by ^ 
both the teams, the media were t 
given the wrong schedule for the 


next day. The Kenyans had failed 
to catch the connecting flight 
from Bombay and the Pakistanis 
were grounded at Lahore because 
of bad weather. 

Mr. Satish Dayal later 
commented, 'Tm here to see that 
the sponsorship money is utilised 
properly, not tomonitor the team 
arrivals. Mr Bhargav had no 
business blaming me for the 
delay. That is his problem not 


mine". 

Most of the matches were played 
to empty stands, except, 
obviously, when Pakistan and 
India played. Said one of the 
visiting Journalists, “There are 
more policemen here than 
spectators ” The basic problem as 
far as spectator interest is 
concerned is the 18 kilometres 
that they have to travel to see a , 
match Although the organisers 
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I {'l.iuiifd I ru) odd biisos were 
in ()\ nil'll lor the spectators, one 
’ only saw a doy.en or so buses at the 
end oithedtiy 

L ucknow, tiif city of 
nawabs iind tongcis, waa 
reeling under the effect of a 
cold wave If the mercury at 
! the city weather office dropped to 
1 5 C, then the morale of the Indian 
team touched rock bottom 
Experimenting with a new 
team, the Indians were confident, 
with M P Ganesh, the head coach, 
declaring, "We will get into the 
semifinals After that we will 
see ” 

But by the time the Indians 
leached the semi-Final.s the 
situation had altered drastically 
Oaiiesh's confidence was at a low 
and the team's morale was even 
woi'se 'I'he banners put up by the 
spectators added to their 
discomfort After the first match 
one of the banners read ‘Shahid, 
Pnifiat paar Karega'tShahid and 
Pargat will see us through) Any 
mistake committed on the field 
resulted in the spectators asking 
Jbaman Lai Sharma the manager 
to get Pargat back into the team 
In fact, the only occasion where 
the Indian.s put up a tremendous 
display, was their match against 
Poland Every one was hyped up 
and constant verbal 
communication on the field 
worked wonders Nothing went 
wrong and the Indians 
demolished the Polish players 
with their accurate passes and 
dribbles But this match was the 
exception. India were held to a 
draw by the uufancied Kenyans, 
considered to lie one of the 
: we.ikest sides on paper They 
I mei ely defended their goal, while 
the Indians ran around aimlessly 
India was awarded 1^9 penalty 
corni r s I lirougll the 
tourn.niients, and converted only 
two Siu'|)i isiiig'i’ Barely anyone in 
the new laiicied Indian squad 
inipressKl, .md although Ganesh 
insisted they would mature with 
experience, one wonders whether 
they really leai id .uiythingat all 
from this toil I'll iunent 
The pressures ol playing in 
front of a heckling home crowd 
was too much to handle, and 





SHAPE UP OR SHIP OUT 

T he FIH is very particular 
about the communication 
facilities provided to jouinal- 
ists during any international 
tournament. Any venue not 
being able to maintain stan¬ 
dards is either asked to revamp 
their communication facilities 
or the venue is changed 
Lucknow, the State capital of 
Uttar Piadesh could well lose 
the Indira Gandhi Gold Cup 
Hockey Tournament because of 
this. Being the State capital, it 
was shocking to see the poor 
facilities provided at the Dhyan 
Chand stadium. Although the 
telex machines were the best in 
the country they failed to come 
to life till the day the semi 
finals were played And that 
too, only after the Union Com¬ 
munications Minister, Mr. Vir j 
Bahadur Singh was informed 
of the problem. 

According to an official who 
wishes to remain anonymous, 
“this is because of the go slow 
agitation that is going on in Cbe 
State.” Apparently the bureauc¬ 
rats and the officials have fal¬ 
len out with each others 
Whatever the reasons, Luck¬ 
now could lose this prestigfious 
tournament because the FIH 
are not bothered abmit local- 
problems, they wiil^ly see ths 
Standard of the facilities pro-i 
vided. 



The Pakistani Hockey team 
were given a hero’s welcome. 

(Above) The team with the 
Chief Minister of Punjab, Mr 
Nawaz Sharif at Lahore airport 

secondly, it appeared they were 
not mentally prepared to face the 
foreigners They fumbled and 
faltered tlirough the matches, 
their passes misdirected, their 
dribbling amateurish But what of 
the othersi* 

If India was bad, Mala,y.sia was 
pathetic One couldn't figure out 
their method of play which kept 
changing every five minutes Also 
the Malaysians lost their temper 
on the field too often This 
resulted in penalty corners and 
free hits against them The.y have 
a long way to go before they can 
even aspi re to win any 
tournament, 

A distinct feature of the teams 
which came from Europe was that 
they retained a nucleus of 
Olympians and internationals 
who played all the matches and 
the other less experienc-ed players 
wero shifted around. Although 
lil^SSR and Poland did not do well 
the tournament they used it as 
d yard stick to try out new 
players 

For the Pakistaiii#this trip to 
Lucknow was just to make sure 
that the Gold Cup went back home 
in one piece. Dazzling stick work 
,^nd impeccable passing was their 
forte. Qazi Mohib, their captain 
led from the front. 

The Dutch side on the other 
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hand failed to match up to the 
performance they had shown 
during their other matches. 

During the first half of the final 
they were putting up a fight but 
after one of their defenders 
stopped Ifran Ahmed which 
almost resulted in a brawl with 
the Pakistani coach, who had to be 
frog marched off the field Their 
rythmn was lost and they 
stumbled through the rest of the 
match 

The final was important, but the 
match which had the cash register 
at the Dhyan Chand Stadium 
ringing was the semi finals 
between India and Pakistan 

When it came down to 
the match itself, the Indians 

Is this gymnastics or hockey? 

Juan Carlos, captain of the 
Spanish side being brought 
down by Malaysian defender 
Beng Hai Tai 

looked like villagers lost in a city 
They moved up and down 
aimlessly, fumbled and staggered 
to a stop The Pakistanis played 
like a well oiled machine with all 
the cogs falling into place 
•It was after this defeat that M P. 
Ganesh commented, “We have 
played against thorn too often The 
senes we played against the 
Pakistanis before the Olympics 
was the reason for our failure 
during the 1988 Games They 
knew (.)ur moves and 
shortcomings which they 
exploited to the maximum ’ 

Maybe, the cause of his 
eonlradictoi'y outburst was the 
defeat of the Indians at the hands 
of their arch rival, but there 
should bo some logic in whatever 
he says becau.se if the Paki.staais 
learnt of our strategies and 
shoi tcoinnig, couldn’t llie Iiifiians 
learn theirs" Will oui players only 
benefit from jaunts abroad, not 
from matches played against 
these Europeans in our own 
country‘s There is one fact which 
cannot be denied, and that is, we 
are still basking in the glory of the 
past It IS about ti me -some one 
woke them up and made them 
aware of the pathetic condition at 
present 



A NEW PHENOMENON 

D UMNQ the tournanoeht it was noticed that there wers a\ 
lot Afrlcasna rd^ireaenting Kenya. This was a new' 

phenomenoh, becaufe . Ih the past the country was 
represented largely by Jplayer^ of Asian origin. 

The Kenyan teain manager, Mr Amarjit Singh Dhar saidy 
“Earlier on, the immigrants from the Aslan countries used 
to represent Kenya- Today, more and more Kenyans are 
taking to hookey." 

He went on to explain, "Interest in sport In general is on 
the upswing. Nowadays a lot more youngsters want to make 
a career in sport like athletics, football, and the list carries 
on, But what happens is that only the best make the grade 
specially in athletics and football. So. we get those who are 
not up to the mark in those sports to come and try out 
hockey. They are fit and hdve the stamina- •. .ail that is left Is 
the skill. Since three-fourths of the work is already done it is 
easy to teach them the skill.” 

The Kenyans being superbly fit, fast and athletically 
inclined are perfect for modern hockey No wonder they are 
taking to the game with such enthusiasm and doing well 
right from the start. 








Avih Lee, Lucknow 





Clawing To The Fini^ 


I Times are not good for Bombay in the West Zone. Where befon 
I their matches with ease, now they have to struggle. Harsh{ 


F or longr, Bombay 
reg-ardod the West 
/one Hnnj) league 
.IS a nece.ssary 
I’d u, 'll to be gone 
tlo'on()h before the 
kiiockoii! stage wa.s 
reaelu'd At times, that 
wa.s a fitual too 
Blit times li.ive 
changed .Hid tor the la.st 
couple of years. Bombay 
have been viruially 
clawing their way to tlie 
finish line, even v. n bin 


the Zone For a State 
that wa.s once regarded 
as the nursery ol hidi.in 
cricket, it's a strange 
situation to b«3 in 
That Bombay is 
having tosti iiggle is but 
one of the features of 
West Zone ci icket And 
the most dominant of 
them all is that tlio gap 
tietween tlie teams is fast 
closing Ttiere is no 
w.dkovor' side in this 
Zone and all points have 


to be earned the hard 
way In fact, in the last 
five years, every side has 
qualified at least once 
The stai' of the leagues 
this year was 
Maharashtra, wh,6 
threw up at least two 
potential stars, both 
virtually unknown 
before the start and both 
playing their first full 
season Surendra Bhave 
has capped a fine season 
with 274 against 


Bombay and with 590 in 
the league stage alone, 
he should be turning 
tho.se ripples into waves 
soon 

But upstaging him 
somewhat was the 
opening bowler. Salil 
Ankola. Big- built and 
handsome he started the 
season with a hat-trick 
and with two six wicket 
performances ended up 
with 18 wickets. 
Doubtlessly, people have 








Line 


^ey use to win 
Khogle reports 

* taken IR wickets before 
but a fast bowler, like a 
leg spinner is, in today’s 
cricketing: con text, a 
special person, and this 
must undoubtedly have 
helped Ankola get that 
much more attention 
But the backjaone of 
the side was the more 
established set of 
Shrikant Kalyani, 
Mihnd Gunjal and 
Shrikant Jadhav, 

While Maharashtra 



Sttrendra Bhave 
(extreme left) had a 
good season with the bat 
while Sachin Tendulkar 
(left) has given 
indications that he is 
another Sunil Gavaskar 
in the making 


Times have changed 
and in the last couple 
of years, Bombay 
have been virtualry 
clawing their way to 
the finish line, even 
wHhin the Zone. 


breezed into the 
knockout stage, Bombay 
weren’t quite as sure 
until the last match 
between Baroda and 
Gujarat And the star for 
Bombay was 
undoubtedl.y Sachin 
Tendulkar He topped 
the batting averages in 
his first season ahead of 
such established players 
as Lalc;hand Rajput, 
Shishir Hatangadi and 
Allan Sippy In all, he 
scored 340 and the 
manner in which he 
made them suggested 
that there will be many 
more soon 
The rest of the 
performances really 
came in flashes Shishir 
Hattangadi got a 
hundred but by the end 
of the league Hattangadi 
had been dropjied Last 
year, in a desperate 
move, they recalled 
Shivalkar This year, m 
the absence of Shastri, 
for three of the four 
matches, they had to 
rely on Ravi Thakkar 
and Kiran Mokashi for 
spin again And with 
Raju kulkarni being 
temperamental, (he 
returned to the side only 
after Vengsarkar had 
come back as captain), 
the pace bowling was in 


Raju Kulkarni; a 
temperamental sort of 
player 

the hands of Kasliwal 
and Sabins. 

But the attac.k never 
looked like running 
through sides Indeed 
after the departure of 
Ismail, Ghavri and 
Shivalkar, Bomba.y has 
always struggled And 
with batsmen being the 
(leroes of school and 


college cricket here, it . 
seems likely to rem^n 
that way. 

Bai-oda lost out this 
time even though in 
Rakesh Parikh. they 
have a batsman who is 
making a habit of 
getting centuries. He 
got four this season. 

And with Kedar Chavan 
forming a good partner, 
Anshuman Gaekward, 
has gone back to where 
he started from so many 
years ago, the middle 
order. Apart from 
Chavan and Parikh, the 
runs for Baroda came 
from Tushar Arothe. In 
Rashid Patel and Abha,vr 


The Star for Bombay 
wasundoubtediy 
SachhiTendiilksr.Me 
topped the hatting 
averages in his first 
season ahead of speh 
established stars as 
Lalchand Rajput, 
Shishir Hatang^ and 
Allan Si^, In all, he 
scored 340 and tiM 
manner in which he 
madethem 
sunested that there 
be many more! 
soon. 


Palkar, Baroda had a 
pair of nippy fast 
bowlers and both kept 
chippmgs in with 
occasional wickets 

Of the other teams, 
there wasn’t too much to 
talk about, Bharat 
Mistry of Gujarat got a 
few runs, like he always 
doe-s and Bhavin Radia 
did enough with the ball 
to merit a place in the 
Zone. 

In all. a Zone that’s 
been, dominated by the 
batsmen And Ankola 
apart, all the notable 
performances have come 
from the batsmen 
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F or a while it looked as if 
Malcolm Marshall was 
destined to wait until 1989 if 
not for ever—for that elusive 
300th wicket He finished the 
second Test of the recent series 
with 299, and his first spells in 
the third encounter, at the MCG, 
were unimpressive. On the third 
play, though, Marshall’s bowling 
was more incisive, but his h^ck 
was out. first Waugh was caught 
by Logie at short leg off a no-ball, 
and later McDermott was dropped 
by Ambrose at fine leg. 

Marshall ended the first innings 
with O for 68 from 30 overs, a rare 
wicketless return, and he must 
have had some doubts about his 
luck Early on the fifth day. 
though, the doubts disappeared, 
at 11 41, with the third ball of his 
fifth over, he trapped David 
Boon—whose birthday it 
was-- Ibw for 20. Boon’s score was 
equalled only by Border as 


fNE 300 CLUB STRIKE RATE 


M.D Marshall 
F S. Trueman 
R.J Hadlee 
Imran Khan 
D K. Lille 
R G.D. Willis 
I.T. Botham 
Kapil Dev 
D.L. Underwood 
L.R. Gibbs 


Balls per wicket 
45.22 
49.44 
50.49 
51.31 . 

52 02 
53.41 
55.77 
60.06 
73.61 
87.75 


Is He The All 
Time Best? 

Steven Lyiu h takes a look at 
Malcolm Marshall’s bowling record 
and rates him very high on the charts 


Australia slumped to 114 all out 
and another defeat. 

Malcolm Denzii Marshall is the 
ninth bowler — the second from 
West Indies - to reach 300 Test 
wickets Marshall’s record against 
each country is consistently 
impressive, and his overall 
average of 20 89 is the lowest for 
any of the bowlers taking 300 or 
more wickets. 

Not surprisingly, Marshall’s 
most frequent collaborator in the 
field is long-serving wicketkeeper 
Jeff Dujon, who has taken 50 
catches off the Barbadian. In all, 

62 batsmen have perisl^ caught 
behind, the other keepers being 
David Murray (8), Deryck Murray 
(2) and Thelston Payne (2). 

Among the fielders, pichie 
Richardson has snared 16 of the * 
123 batsmen to he caught in the 
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field, leading Haynes and 
Richaids (14 each). Lloyd (12) an^ 
Harper (10) In all, the 300 * 

wickets have fallen thus bowled 
I 57, Ibw 55, caught behind 62, 
caught fielder 123, 
caught-and-bowled 3 

Marehall’s most frequent victifn 
has been Graham Gooch (12 
times), most of his other ‘bunnies’'^ 
are also specialist batsmen, with ' '' 
Lamb and Vengsarkar having 
been dismissed nine times, 

Botham and Gavaskar eight, 
Downton, Gaekwad, Gatting, 

Kapil Dev, Huther ford and Willey 
seven, and Amarnath, Boon, 
Border and Lawson six times 
each 

The man most likely to catch 
and pass Hadlee would seem to he 
Malcolm Marshall I had expected 
to be writing about Marshall's 300 
Test wickets in December, but he 
fell behind his usual strike rate by 
taking ‘only’ thiee wickets in the 
Perth Test, having bagged six in 
the first match ot the senes 

Marshall who recently 
announced that he intends to 
continue in Test cricket for three 
or four more years, has the best 
strike I'ate, in terms of balls per 
wicket, of any of t lie top i O 
bowlers He als.o has the best 
average, alruo.st a full run better 
than Fred Trueman's impressive 
21 57 

Among bowlers outside the ‘top 
10' who have taken a significant 
number of wickets, the best strike 
rates are those of England's 
George Lolirnann (34 12 balls per 
wicket) and Sydney Barnes 
(41 66) Lohmann took 112 Test 


RECORD AGAINST EACH COUNTRY 


M 

Balls 

Runs 

Wkkts 

Av 

BB 

5i 

10m 

V England 

19 

4403 

1862- 

104 

17.90 

7-22 

6 

1 

V Australia 

■12 

2953 

1379 

59 

2337 

5-38 

6 

1 

V New Zealand 

7 

1735 

775 

36 

21.53 

7-80 

1 

1 

V India 

14 

2839 

1381 

57 

24,23 

6-37 

3 

— 

V Pakistan 

9 

1825 

, 869 

44 

19 75 

'5-33 

2 

_ 


61 

13755 

6266 

300 

20 89 

7-22 

18 

3 

RECORD IN EACH COUNTRY 


M 

Balls 

Runs 

Wkts 

Av 

BB 

5i 

lOfn 

In West Indies 

• 21 

4712 

2291 

114 

20.10 

7-80 

5 

1 

in England 

13 

3260 

1316 

74 

17 78 

7-22 

6 

1 

In Aiisttalia 

6 

2000 

899 

38 

23.66 - 

,5-38 

4 

1 

m New Zealand 

3 

, 7i4 _ 

, 289 

9 

32 11 

'4-43 

_ 

_ _ 

In India 

. '9 , 

1794 


' 36 

24 61 

6r37 

2 

_ 

in PiAlstan 

7 

1275 

S85 

29 

20.17 

6-33 

1 

— 


61 

13755 

6266 


20 89 

7-22 

18 

3 


wickets, Baines iso 

One current bowici with an 
outstanding st riki* rate is the 
Indian legspinnei Narendra 
Hirwani, whoso dti wickets in four 
Tests have come at the rate of one 
every 33 6 1 balls This rate is 
artificiallv high, of course, aided 
by his reinai kable 16 wickets on 
debut but at least his 
prai.seworthy performances in the 
recent series against New Zealand 
have shown that he is no Hash in 
the pan Although Hirwam has a 
long way to go, he might just be a 
challenger for the top spot b.y the 
end of the 1990s 
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ll IS (liitl ic\llt. to I nvisat;*,' tat tier 
Imran Kli.-ui or Kapil 1 lev 
a))pi'oachinp 1 ladlco'.s final total 
altlionp'li it iH poi li.ijis tlanf 4 'rtuus 
towrilcofl Kapil noN' wlioonly 
iust-1nnu'd .■■i()(on Jamiaiy d) 


Kapil, who showud sifJn.s din inf^ 
the recent Tests ot rog-aining his 
former spi'ed, may well catch a 
‘sei'ond wind’ and sni priso us all 
Another bowler just embarking’ 
on what promises to be a 


THE CARIBBEAN TOP 12’ 


IVI 

Balls Runs WKts 

Av 

BB 


5i 


10m 

1 1 R Gibbs 

79 

27116 8989 309 

29 09 

8.38 


18 


2 

1 Marshall 

()l 

13/85 8286 300 

20 89 

7-22 


18 


3 

i Garnor 

S8 

13169 5433 259 

20 9 7 

6 56 


7 


— 

[ M \ Holdnui 

(iO 

12680 5898 249 

23 68 

8-92 


13 


2 

1 G S Sobors 

03 

,'’1599 7999 235 

34 03 

6-73 


6 


— 

j A M f: RolX’lts 

47 

11136 51 74 202 

25 61 

7-54 


11 


2 

! WW Hull 

48 

10121 5066 192 

26 38 

7-69 


9 


1 

1 S Rb.ii.idliin 

43 

13939 4579 158 

28.98 

7-49 


10 


1 

i A 1 V.liptiliric 

36 

12953 4215 139 

30 32 

8-104 


8 


2 

1 r t H ( roll 

27 

6165 2913 125 

23 30 

8-29 


3 



1 VA MoiilCT 

40 

9095 3627 109 

33 27 

6-28 


3 


— 

1 ( A W.ilsh 

28 

5446 2459 99 

24,84 

5-54 


3 


— 

1 r coffvot lo 

Dec 31. 1988 







" TEST CRICKET’S LEADINC WICKET TAKERS 


M 

Balls Runs 

Wk19 

Av 

BB 


5i, 

lOi 

R J 1-1. .1 !'• >’ (iM* 

G 77 

19740 8631 

391 ' 

22.07 

9-52 


34 

9 

-1 

9t 

20801 10392 

373 

27 86 

8-34 


27 

4 

DK lili.j,',-M 

70 

18467 84^3 

356 

23,92 

7-83 


23 

7 

Imran Klvr 

/:i 

17137 7319 

334 

21.91 

8-58 


23 

6 

Kapil Dev di 

95 

19759 9686 

329 

29.44 

9-83 


19 

2 

R G D W'lic. ,r 

) 90 

17357 8190 

325 

25.20 

8-43 


16 

” -' 

C.R. Gibbs (Wi 

19 

27115 8989 

309 

29.09 ' 

8-35 


18 

2 ; 

P.'S. Trueman ( 

t-.' 67 

15178 6625 

307 

21.57 

8-31 


17 

3 

M..D. Marshall 

Wl> 61 

13755 6266 

300 

20.89- 

7-22 



A ■ 

D.L,. Ui'donv.H, 
- 

1 86 

21632 7674 

297 

25.83 

8-^.1, 

17 

6 . 


“It is perhaps dangerous to 
write off Kapil Dev 
approaching Hadlee's wicket 
tally” 

successful career is the giant West. 
Indian Curtly Ambi osc By all 
accounts he has been the most 
impressive of the Caribbean 
pacemeii in Australia, and last 
season in England he sliowed 
himself to be a quick learner, both 
accurate and hostile While it is 
hard to see him nialntaiiung form 
and fitness for long enough to 
approach 400 Test wickets (he 
currently has 4D), the lofty 
Ambrose should at least join his 
follow West Indians 

1 have left Ian Botham until last 
The least pi'edictable of the 'top 
10'—even before his injury- it is 
difficult to see the great 
allrounder regaining his former 
golden touch with the ball I le 
already has indicated that he will 
not bo touring oveiigeas again, so 
his wickets will have to come in 
England I would think that his 
best hope is to linip'to 400 
wickets . but we’ve been wrong 
about him before, haven’t we*’ 

The only unimpressive figure in 
Mai-shall’s oguntry-by-counljy 
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Marshall has the lowest bowling 
average in the ‘300 club’ 

record is his undistinguished 
return from his one senes in New 
Zealand His performances in 
West Indies and FIngland are 
particularly noteworthy, with his 
74 wickets in 13 Tests in England 
being a remarkable effort. 
Marshall has taken 104 wickets 
overall against England, more 
than any other West Indian 
bowler (Sobers took 102 wickets, 
and Gibbs 100) 

Only the great offspinner Lance 
Gibbs (309 wickets) remains 
ahead of Marshall on West Indies’ 
list—and that may change by the 
end of the current series At the 
end of the Melbourne Test, 
Marshall was just nine wickets 
behind, and hio lengthy quest for 
300 wickets was over Another 
West Indian bowler, though, was 
on the verge of a personal 
milestone Courtney Walsh was 
stranded just one short of 
becoming the 12th West Indian 
bowler to reach the 100-wicket 
mark. 

WfSden Crtckel Monthly 








Going For 

do^..... 

Again 

Michael Calvin reflects on all 
those big names in boxing 
who wanted another 
standing ovation 


I OXING, the 

I hardest game, 

I p p does not let gt> 

easily. The shells 
of champions who have 
taken one fight too 
many—from John L 
Sullivan to Muhammad 
Ali—litter its tracks like 
cannibalised oar wrecks 
on a desert highway. 

What is it which 
draws men back into the 
ring? It is almost too 
convenient to dwell on 
the simplistic 
explanation offered by 
George Foreman who. 
having returned to the 
heavyweight division at 
the age of 40, does not 
have the luxury of 
self-delusion. 

“Why am I coming 
back?" he once relied to 
what has become a 
recurring question. "ITl 
make a long story short. 
I can spell it. M-o-n-e-y.” 

There is a 

self-justifying bleakness 
in his answer. Yet it 
ignores the fact that, 
however corrupted 
^ boxing’s basic values 
‘ Itoye become by cash, the 
remains a proving 

not so much of 
pain but of 
Mohiuieiwshient. is a 



Fear, not fo 

mudMif 

phyainlliiin 
but of 
embafrauinen- 
tfifif^gMoi'a 

cpnipHMintiin 


powoffiii form 
of 

•oH^exprenioM 





u l; a ; 
tiaaa'' i: -t; .i’ a /i; 



; .is returned to uie 

h-f.M''''''to do 
'■‘^®«‘«'ainst the 

P'ifi-'^R’MikeTysoo 


: compaxiion. It 

i^foduxiod booauae. in 
it»raw, ruthless 
^foehion, boxing provides 
one of thn most powerful 
forme of self-expression. 
- It clpude reason to the 
extent that men like Ali 
become awxre of their 
fedlibility, yet paralysed 
by the forces at work in 
their head.. 

Three years before he 
retired at the age of 39, a 
figure drained of 
dignity by the manner of 
his defeat by Trevor 
Berbick, he said: “You 
know it’s time to leave, 
but something tells you 
you’ve got to take one 
more gamble.” 

Larry Holmes was 38 
when he took that last 
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desperate gamhfie / 
against Mike - 

despite having eariler v', 
convinced himself 
“there’s no point 
chasing ghosts”. His 
flirtation with ' ' 

self-destruction, when 
he already had more 
money than he could 
bownt. suggested 
comebacks are the 
product of a sportsman’s 
desire to recapture lost 
youth. 

Leonard, 

immaculately groomed 
and improbably 
articulate/underlines 
the impact a man’s ego 
can have on his sport. 

He has a welt 
documented urge to 
push himself to his 
limits that cannot be 
explained away by thb 
huge purses he has 
commanded in his 
periodic comebacks. 

Ferdi Pacheco, the 
doctor who advised 
Sugar Ray Leonard, in 
vain, against 
abandoning retirement, 
reflects: “The most 
virulent thing in life is a 
standing ovation. Onoe 
you get one, you’ve been 
bitten. Reason and 
intellect go out the 
window.” 

But, uniquely, the 
champion boxer has the 
opportunity to feed off 
his ability to subjugate 
another human being by 
the power of his 
punching. Revealingly, 
Leonard gloried in ttie- 
ahiect surrender of 
Roberto Duran, the 
archetypal bully. ! 

“It was better than ' 
knocking himouf,” he 
said. “I outehuE^sd; 
humilih^and 
flmstiMiliMi him. He 
couy^^takeit 
la^tally. 

'The primitive 

tp^beasure is almoBt 

But, in boxing, 

' pain ie never for awayV ; 

W O0^ Te*e*»*> ■ 
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Looking Towards 
The Young Ones 


O NE of the great things about 
having a number of 
home-grown youngsters in a 
team is that they can nearly 
always be relied upon to have a 
fierce loyalty towards the club and 
a strong sense of unity 
I feel this goes some way 
towards explaining why Arsenal 
have done so well. The Gunners’ 
team which beat Everton 3—1 
recently, included five lads who 
have emerged from their youth 
system—Gus Caesar, Michael 
Thomas, David Rocastle, Paul 
Davis and Paul Merson. Also in 
this category are Tony Adams, 
who couldn’t play 
because of injury, and Niall 
Quinn 

I like to think that this sort of 
quality in depth of "home-grown" 
first-team stars will be matched by 
Manchester United in the not too 
distant future. 

We have already caused a stir in 
this respect in recent 
weeks—there were seven players 
aged 20 or under 18 in our squad in 
our recent 3—O win over Mill wall, 
most of whom have been at Old 
Trafford since leaving school. A 
number of those youngsters have 
been put into our team earlier 
than we would have preferred, 
because of our injury problems. 

But, with their enthusiasm and 
drive, they have handled the 
responsibility exceptionally well, 

I bought two of those lads (Lee 
Sharpe and Guiliano Maiorana) 
from other clubs, and the rest 
were with the club when I joined. I 
like to think that the situation 
concerning the number of 
top-class players coming through 
from the schoolboy and youth 
ranks will be even more exciting 
in the next few years 
I have always been a great 

38 ~ 


believer in clubs breeding their 
own players, and this is 
something to which I have devoted 
a great deal of time and attention 
since becoming United’s manager. 

When I took over. United were 
getting a fair bit of stick from 
supporters because of the success 
of Manchester City’s youth 
system. City won the FA Youth 
Cup three years ago, mainly with 
local-born lads, and as with 
Arsenal, a high number of these 
have since established themselves 
as regular first-team players. 

There’s no way I can criticise my 
predecessors One of the big 
problems of being in charge of a 
club of United’s stature is that 
such clubs are usually under the 
greatest pressure to achieve 
instant success. It can be easy to 
focus one's attention on the short 
term, at the expense of the long 
term. 

Moreover, there are probably 
fewer top-class schoolboy players 
now than there were, say, 20 
years ago. 

There is little doubt that, 
because of the economic amd social 
changes in Britain, the game no 
longer has as much appeal for 
kids as it did when I was a 
schoolboy—and the standards of 
professional football are higher 
than ever before, at least in terms 
of fitness and stamina. 

In this latter respect, I think 
every manager has been proved 
wrong in his assessment of a 
young players’ ability to cope with 
professional football, physically. 

My own biggest boob concerns 
lein Ferguson, the 21-year-old 
Rangers and Scotland midfielder 
or striker who is one of the most 
exciting players in Britain at the 
moment. I get a bit embarrassed 
every time I hear him mentioned 



because I once had him on the 
staff at Aberdeen, but let him go 
on the grounds that he wasn’t 
well-built enough. 

Ferguson was a mite at that 
time, and when deciding if he 
might grew that much bigger and 
stronger, I was influenced by the 
fact that his mother was quite 
small, too. Unfortunately, I never 
got to meet his father, whom I was 
later told has the s^hne build that 
Ferguson has now. Apart flrom 
being one of the most skilfiil 
players in Britain, Ferguson, 5ft 
lOins and almost 11st is also 
among the most powerful. 

He started playing for Clyde 
after I released him, joined St 
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Mirren—in preference to 
Liverpool—and was bought by 
Rangers last year for nearly £1 
miUion. 

It goes without saying that I 
learned a lot from that 
experience—I have becoipe more 
patient. 

In terms of signing 14-year-olds 
on associate schoolboy forms, a 
club like United will put the 
emphasis on quality rather than 
quantity. We are prepau^ to back 
our judgement to the extent that 
even if the players doesn’t develop 
as much as we would have 
expected by the time he is 16, we 
will still take him on as an 
apprentice. 












Arsenal, the other day, 
included five young lads 
in their match against 
Everton—Bus Ceasar, 
Michael Thomas, Davis 
Rocastle, Paul Davis and 
Paul Merson. And they 
won 3—1 


The YTS scheme in professional 
football—which involves the 
Government paying for a player’s 
two-year apprenticeship—has 
worked against the big clubs, in 


that the smaller clubs outside the 
First Division have been able to 
take a much higher number of 
lads as "trainees” In some cases, 1 
feel this has been a disadvantage 
to both the clubs—who obviously 
have limited coaching and 
training facilities—and the 
players. 

The selling line of those clubs 
has always been that youngsters 
get a better chance of eventual 
promotion to the first team than 
they would if they were to start 
their careers in bigger set-ups. 
That is one of the reasons why the 
recent influx of youngsters in the 
Manchester United team has done 
this club a power of good. 














I N the search for a 
new approach to 
sport, there could be 
no better way than to 
link it to the subject of 
emotion. One could 
dwell indefinitely on 
this, like those 
constantly renewed 
emotional tremors 
which pass through the 
body (and the sold), jtist 
as a stone thrown into . 
water will produce 
ripples that spread 
outwards in infinitely 
widening concentric 
circles. 

Emotion is the inner 
music which 
accompanies the athlete, 
ftom the awakening of 
his vocation to his 
supreme achievements; 
from the first steps a 
child makes on the track 
to the sublime joy of 
success as the man steps 
on to the Olympic 
podium. One would give 
the most exact picture of 
hiunan joy by showing 
photographs and films 
of the scenes which 
follow once the fight is 
won. In the same way, 
the other picture would 
show distress, since 
emotion is also anguish 
and failure. And there is 
often only a very fine 
line separating them. 

I can see in my mind 
the opening sequence 
from the magnificent 
film by Hugh Hudson. 
"Chariota of Fire, "with 
that group of very 
young men running 
beside the sea, their 
feces expressing the joy 
trfbeing alive all the 
more intensely in that 
period just before they 
4 'Ji!save for the 1924 
iC^mpic Games in Paris. 

'And that same feeling 
^llich is making all 
^Itiiose boys at the peak of 
■'Umit jr^th tremble with 


emotion is miperfoly 


expressed by Roger 
Bannister.,the first man 


to run a mile m under 


four minutee in 1954,30 


years—a 


generation—after his 


illustrious predecessors. 


when he deeoribes what 


made him take up 


runnmg; “1 can still 


clearly remember the 


time when, as a child, I 


used to run barefoot on 


the wet sand of the 


beach. There, the air was 


special; it seemed to be 


alive. The noise of the 


breakers on the beach 


drowned out everything 


else. I was disturbed, 


LTlrike 
.,perin;iiiy oxi^liiai'tcr 
tivinningtlic High juiui) 
gold iiK'dalhit tlm Los 
Angelos 01,yiiipic%anii;s 


even frightened. Iv the 
tremenddiis agitation 
inside me. brought fay 

merely a feiiv st]ddeii;jti . - 

was a sublime moment » 
to discover a source of' 
power and beauty that ■■ 
was difficult to 
Imagine.” 

Beginning this wedkv ' 
vtebegpn a aeries ot 
profiles on ohaanpioa 
athletes who. owihgtoa 
passionate and 
emotion^ nature, wets, \ 
able to channelise it to 
produce stupendous 
world class 
performances. 
tWcMCiare 

Countvsy Otympic Revtow 
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David Mol^l^obi reports from FUnders 
______ Park, Melbourne 


^^VANLENQL 
Moendect the atsps 

■ to the VIP gallery 

■ toaooeptatropAty 
ha had ooveted f0r 

Mleayenyean. Aa ha 
held it up to the capaci^- 
crowd, therb waa a 
oonoarted, omizioualy 
piw-reheareed roar firont 
caieof thegaUeriaa. v. 

* What do we thlnh of 
laan?lfe'aallrigi»t*< It 
vma^ ultimate 


aoQolade and Lendl 
knew it. Smiling 
gracioualy. he pointed 
the Trophy in the 
direction of the about 
Leaa than-flve mintitee 
later, the man who h««* 
never before won an 
AuatralianOpbh told the 
[ media.'lcanitavan 
ddborlheihaftieling. It's 
ttemendhua bedauaa thia 
title is adideOdng that I 
had wanted ab ba^ . 
{tboheaind Ihave , 


' VeasA 


coptendWriww^iated' 
withBeok^.Cai^smd; " 

, Sdl9eig..Bo^-£(a0tc^ 
ahd<«8hmade . 

. Qtd(^4ireea^in th|a : < 
fourth round oourtajsiy;! 1,, 
^a8weda8,jQnaa 
SveneaonandSdb^ . 

rB^)e6i^W!»ly. ■ 

,,'*™n^daySdbefl|>:v 
. ‘ anpoUttcsed^tdlpetda- ^ 

. injury austaiued in . 

^ ^ final atngojofhia. 

; .CBBb.,inaiiehi-ho j 

. ' puBingout.bft^ff \ ; y-'y >; 
■t*?ujpaj»eht/ 

.. JfiadeBwiltliig' 
■'repiovod'a 


iltl’ 
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Champion {No. 139), 
Mark Kratzman (1 IS), 
Jaaon Stoltenberg (71), 
Christo van Renaburg 
(36), Goran Ivanisevic 
(300) and Jan 
Ounarsson (86). Yet 
against Lendl, Mecir 
floundered. 

His magrio touch 
deserted him completely 
and, even though he hit 
his serves at less than 
half'paoe, he served 
more faults than he had 
at any stage of the 
tournament. Beaten 6-3, 
e-3,6-2, he offered little 
more than token 
resistance to Lendl, who 
regained his No. 1 
position with this 
victory. 

“I didn't come here 
wanting the No. 1 spot” 
said Lendl. “I wanted the 
title more than anything 
else.. .it's nice to be back 
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at No. i but winning the 
Australiah Open means 
so much more. When I 
can finally wipe this 
smile off my face in a 
couple of months, * 
perhaps I will take a 
good long look at the 


M8cil’'s magic touch' 
deserted him completely 
and even though he hit 
his serves at less than 
half pace, he served 
more faults than at any 
stage of the tournament 

Bfeolr with his father 




French Open”. 

Also in devastating 
form was Miss Graf, 
who now looks capable 
of becoming the only 
person, man or woman, 
to win Grand l^ams in 
two successive yeaiw. 
But Graf refused to get 
drawn on the subject, 
saying "I won't let you 
guys trap me into 
saying that. I don’t want 
that pressure this yetu*. 
It was relief to have got 
this out of the way and 
to know that the year 
has started well. 

“I am not 

tired—nor have I felt the 
strain in my game. The 
only time I was tired was 
when I went to Seoul last 
year after the US Open. I 
was a little stale and had 
a tough first match 
against Larissa. 
(Savachenko) but I was 


allright after Gw”. 

Asked if she found 
this victory almost to 
easy at Flinders Park, 
she merely laughed. *1 
don't think s6. Gah3>’ 
and Martina are getting 
better and are learning 
my game. You can never 
say that I won’t be 
challenged at the top, 
because there are so 
I many new faces and 
they are all watching me 
play and learning how 
to play against me. 
No-one can be sure of 
winning all the time. 
Least of all mefOn that 
Saturday afternoon she 
had beaten Helena 
Sukova 6-4,6-4, in the 
onlymatch she had been 
kept on court more than 
aiihour, 

Sukova, emotionally 
drained, could find little 
to say after the final. 
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behind it.” 

Denied a Grand Slam 
title for the third time in 
I her career, Sukova then 
fielded a question on 
whether she coveted the 
position of world No. 1. 
“No. 1 ” she echoed, as if 
buying time, “I’d rather 
go from No. 6 to No. 5 
instead. I try and 
improve all the time 
without bothering about 
my computer ranking. 

If I improve, the ranking 
will come automatically. 

She would not respond 
to the temptation of 
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prime. None of them 
were hundred per cent 
fit in 1988, yet Graf lost 
only 3 matches in the 
whole year.” 

“I’m happy to have got 
to the final as the fifth 
seed, but I will be 
studying the video of the 
match and will be trying 


quote, she added hastily, 
“Tm not saying ril bear 
her the next time we 
play”. 

It was a sombre note 
than found an echo 24 
hours later when 
Miloslav Meoir sat in the 
same chair to face the 
press. The expression on 
his face almost a carbon 
copy of Sukova’s, Mecir 
too had been in an 
earlier Grand Siam final 
(US Open 1986 when 
Lendl humbled him in 
straight sets). 

Now, beaten again. 







trying to compare Miss 
Navratilova and Miss 
Graf. After a long pause 
she finally replied, “It is 
impossible to compare 
the two. though Martina 
has not won a 
traditional Grand Slam 
in the space of a 
calendar year. Martina 
is a serve and volley 
player while Graf plays 
iirom the baseline. The 
twd of them have helped 
Miiisiet the level of womens 
thnnis higher than it 
1984-85, when 
was in her 




jS 


Suko¥a drank deeply 
from a bottle, and 
waited, shoulders 
hunched over the table 
for the first question 


hsirder to beat her next 
time. I’ve learnt a lot 
from this experience and 
1 think that Martina and 
I have a better chance 
that anyone else of 
beating Graf from the 
net.” Then, before the 
media could seize that 


and loolcing like an 
absent-minded 20th 
century Impressioi^t 
painter trying toj ; 
remember where’het had 
left his easel. Mecir 
admitted thathe had 
been nezwus, but added 
shaking liis linad 
mournfhlly "Ihadno. ,, 
rhyfihm , 

I thought I could have 
. played well today but hay 
' serve let me down. Apd < 
« was to ^ 

tneak Ivan. ^ £ 

thhaJe 
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Matches Fixed? 


AH is not fair in the one-day games Down Under 






S UCH is the ganshness of the 
one-day game in Australia 
that a lot of people seem 
convinced that the World 
Series Cup, is “fixed," for the . 
financial bettermertt of the 
Australian Cricket Board, 
perhaps even for the players 
themselves 

They point to the way the West 
Indians, having made sure of 
their own place in the WSC finals, 
started to lose to Australia, in 
order to be certain that their 
hosts, and not Pakistan, would be 
the other finalists 

Even t he Pakistanis, or some of 
them, wei'C suspicious when in 
Mellxiurno, Richards ajipeared so 
determined to get liimsclf out (he 
kept hitting catches which 
Australia dropped), on the first 
cxicasion that Australia beat West 
Indies 

Then there were the first two 
finals, Australia winning one and 
West Indies the other The cynjps 
say that the deciding match was 
the first to be ‘ dinkuiii” 

This, of course, is sheer 
nonsense. The two sides would not 
I want to play against each other 
more often than they have to, or 
not want to win every match they 
play Both of them would have 
' much preferred to be meeting 
Pakistan 111 the finals. 

There is no question either, of 
the players being given an added 
bonus as a result of the huge 
profit being made because it is an 
Australia-West Indies final 
Nearl,v half a million people 
watched the l.'i WSC matches, 
from which the takings will be 
about £2 5 million 

No one will know how this is to 
be distributed That is something 
which the Australian Cricket 
Board has never revealed from the 
moment in 1979 when it signed an 
armistice with Keny Packer's 
rebel army In England the Test 
and County Cricket Board makes 
no secret of what 1 1 d oes wi th i Is 
revenue. 

Its Australian counterpart 
considers its agreement with PBL, 
the Packer subsidiary (now owned 
by Alan Bond), which took oycr 
the markelipg of the game at the 
time of the 1979 settlement, to be a 
business arrangement and, ^ 


such, confidential 

The more popular view is that as 
cricket is the sport of the people, 
the board should beoblig^ to 
account for every dollar it takes It 
could be that its refusal to do so is 
what leads some to the false 
conclusion that the one-day 
games are rigged Not the Test 
matches, mark you, just tlie 
World Series Cup Dear old Test 
cricket is still seen as 
incorruptible 

No one is more relieved now that 
the one-day competition has 
ended, than the police The days 
when they used to enjoy being 
assigned to the cricket are gone 
Now, if it is a one day 
international, they dread it 



They point to the way the West 
Indians, having made sure of 
their own place in the WSC 
final, started to lose to 
Australia, in order to be certain 
that the hosts and not 
Pakistan, would be the other 
finalists 



They stand with their backs to 
the cricket on the Hill at Sydney 
or in the soulhei n stand at 
Melbourne, watching the hooting, 
seething, retching mass Asked 
whether he was ever scared, a 
Melbourne police officer said 
“Yes, you get scared and you learn 
to hate them.” 

One night's crowd was 


described in the Sydney Morning 
Herald as being “‘not a crowd so 
much as a mob. the rascism of the 
big match throbbing just below 
the surface A policeman said 
“Look at them They're the scum 
of the earth ' 

The banner headline, on the 
front page of Sydney’s only 
evening paper, was “Louts' 
Parade,” with the sub-heading 
“Disgrace at the SCO ' The 
leading article said “'They .scarred 
the evening with a foul-mouthed 
blend of rampant alcoholism, 
blatant exhibitionism, overt 
raci.sm and downright violence.” 

The charges laid by the police 
included resisting arrest, 
offensive liehaviour, throwing 
missiles, malicious injury, assault 
and offensive language For a 
West Indian fielding on the 
boundary (he taunts become 
worse the more the crowd comes 
under the innuencc of the deadly 
cocktail of chanvHusni, sunshine 
and beer 

The Sydne.y Cricket Ground 
Trust chose to play things down. 

“I think it was reasonably normal 
for a day-night match.” its 
general manager said Without 
wanting to see the Hill disappear, 
Allan Border thought more could 
have been done over the years to 
contain the misbehaviour there 

Clive Lloyd, the West Indian 
manager, whs more fom;enied at 
the bottles and chunks ol ue t hat 
were being thrown on to the 
ground than the abu.se which 
sometimes aeeompanied them 
Ambro.se was liit by a piece of ice. 

There niii.st Ik' sympathy for the 
Australian Cricket Board Unlike 
other countries it had the 
intruder in its own living-room 
Now to mix inet.iphors, it has a 
tiger by the tail one bred and 
released liy Packer in the 1970s 
and getting, if anything, wilder. 

A-s th(' 1 ruwds grow for the 
one-(iav internationals and the 
game beeomes more frenetic, 
genuine cricket lovers and their 
familic.s are being kept away—and 
no profits, however large and 
wherever they go, can be thought 
to justify that. 

John Woodcock, cricket Correspondent 
of The Time*, London 
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TEN MEMORABLE BLUNDERS BY 
SPORTS COMMENTATORS 

1 . ‘It’s a desperately close racer-I can’t quite 
tell who Is ahead—it’s either Oxford or Cam¬ 
bridge.’ 

John Smagge. during the 1952 Boat Race. 

8. ‘The obvious successor to Brearley at the 
moment isn’t obvious.’ 

Trevor Bailey, 

3. ‘The bowler’s Holding, the batsman’s 
WiUey.’ 

Brian Johnston on a Test match against the West Indies 
(Peter Willey was facing Michael Holding) 

4t % make no apologies for their absence but 
Tm sorry they’re not here.’ 

Mrray Walker. 

6. ‘Boycott, somewhat a creature of habit, likes 
exactly the sort of food he himself prefers.’ 
Don Mosey. 

6. ‘Michelle Ford ... is Australia's first Olympic 
medal for four years.’ 

Norman May. 

7. ‘She’s dragged the Javelin back into the 
twentieth century.' 

Ron Pickering. 

8. The latest news here is that Warr’s de¬ 
clared.’ 

Brian Johnston, commentating on a 
Middletex v. Sussex match. 

9. ‘You can cut that tension with a cricket 
stump.’ 

Murray Walker. 

10. ‘If you hadn’t been there it wouldn’t have 
been much of a fight.’ 

Harry Carpenter to Ken Norton after he had lost Alt in 
1976. 

Muhammad Ali 



FIVE CRICKETERS WHO ONLY 
PLAYED ONE TEST FOR INDIA 

1, A.L. Apte(V England, 1959)i 
$, liall Singh (v England, 1932) 

3. H.T. Daiii fv Australia, 1959) 

0. K. JayantUal (,v W. Indies, 1970-71) 


FIVE SPOTTING PREDICTIONS 
WHICH PROVED WRONG 

1. Tve got no chance.’ . 

Lester Piggott. aged eighteen, to his father before setting 
off to wm the 1954 Derby on Never Say Die. 

2. 'Billie Jean King left Wimbledon yesterday 
for the last time.’ 

Ann Jones, writirig in the Da//y Mail m July 1973. BtiHe 
Jean . King ' has appeared at every WimbledofT since, 
winning the Ladies’ Singles in 1975. 

3. ‘I make bold to say that I don’t believe that in 
the future history of the world any such feat 
will be performed by anybody else.’ 

The Mayor of Dover’ of Matthew Webb after the first 
crossing of the English Channel in 1875 An average of 
fifteen people now swim the channel on every day of 
August 

4. ‘Jeff Thomson looks like a flash in the pan.’ 

Keith Miller writing in 1974. Up to the end of the 1981 
season, Thomson had taken 166 wickets in 39 Test 
matches. * 

5. ‘I doubt if I will ever marry. 1 think I’m too 
selfish. I’ve been wrapped up in myself for too 
long to get involved with anybody else .’ 
Steve Ovett, September 1978, He married 



Sunil Qsvaskar 

TRY IMAGINING.., 

1. ... Mepv Hughes bald, clean shaven and 
without a moustache. 

2. ... Martina I'^aryatilova in a bikini. 

3. ...MoharmtifedArti^njddindomga 
McDowell commercial. 

4. ... Mike Tyson being intimidated by Robyn 
Givens. 

5. ... Aslam Sher Khan on ‘ Whjit is right with 
Indian Hocke^r’. 

6. .;.BishenBediSayihg‘Nooomnjjpnt’ • ;; 

7. . .England playing a home series under on^. 
captain. 

8. .. .Florence Griffith Joyner.Mting heir nails., . 

9. ., Sunil Qhvashai* broke. . ,' . 

10.Curtley Ambrose doing the 'fives' with 

Gus Logie. ' ; 









TH^ FIVE GENIUSES I HAVE SEEN IN 
TABLE TENNIS 

By KamtestiWehta 

t. Tibor Klampar (Hungary) 

2: Eric Linde (Sweden) 
d. Jtiin Wan (South Korea) 

4. Kuo YuoHua (China) t 

Jiang Liang (China) 


SIX ANIMALS WHICH HAVE 
INTERFERED WITH SPORT 

). Ah Afghan Hound 

In the summer of 1980, staying with her 
. family in Sjjain, Sue Barker was mauled by an 
Afghan hound. The dog bit her twice, on the 
cheek and on the eye. For seven hours she lost 
the sight of her right eye and faced the 
possibility that her tennis career was over. She 
fully recovered after undergoing fifteen 
stitches. 

2. A Bird 

In November 1969, John Inverarity, playing in 
' ah Australian interstate match. was clean 
; bowled by a ball which had l^t a bird flying 
r over the pitch and had bounced on to the 
' stumps. A benevolent umpire gave him ‘Not 
! Out*. 

‘ 3. A Cow 

• During a knock-up before a local cricket match 
- at Pehtenstall, Bedfordshire, in 1935, a player 
bit the cricket ball into a field, whereupon it 
‘ was eaten by a cow called Bessie. The game liad 
t6 be abandoned, as it was the' club’s only ball. 
^:4.,A Terrier 

' In the middle of an FA Cup tie, a terrier rushed 
> joii to the pitch. Liverpool manager Bob Paisley 
immediately got up and chased it around the 
pitch, but he admitted later that he had been 
Uaing it as an excuse to talk to two or three of 
^Is players, 

- 6. A Pig 

. ' During England’s disastrous seven-wicket 
.defeat against Australia in the fourth one-day 
^t^mational in January 1983 at Brisbane, a 
'. v^tty sp^tator let a small pig loose on the 
Oh one side of the pig’s body was 
stamped 'Ethans’, and on the other, 'Eddlp*. 
Both lah Botham and*Eddie Hammings had 
been aco'usW of being overweight, 

BiWitford and; 

>-;Gor<:!^e9terin ;i07O, ash»all^og ran on tolUa 

' * 'k .mm m Vx*. « - _ "-I 1 ^^ ,n. M as Ml 1 m i 
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FIVE SPORTSMEN WHO HAVE A#lK 
PROFESSIONALLY 

1 . Arnold Palmer appeared with Bob Hope 
' CallMeBwana. -'-'v 

a. Henry Cooper played the part of Mr John. 
Gully. English pugilist, racehorse owner .. 
and MP in Royal flash. He was required to • - 
liave a fist fight with Oliver Reed, who 
played Bismarck.- , •;! 

3. Johnny Weissmuller, who won Gold Medala, 
in the 1924 and 1928 Olympies for the 100 . 
metres and 400 metres freestyle, went oh to ^ 

become more famous as HolljAwood’s ■' 

Tarzan. . ' ; 

4 . Guillermo Vilas acted a tennis player-in the - ■ 
film Players. This is the only time he has 

been seen to win Wimbledon. 

5 . Jack Johnson, the first black heavyweight, : 

boxing World Champion, wentohto'play ■ : : - 

the part of Othello on stage. 



FIVE OF THE BEST INSULTS BY - 
MUHAMMAD ALI ; 

1 . ‘I’ve seen Kim shadow boxing and the 

shadow won.' - 

(On George Foreman) 

2. "This is the bear hunting season! You big : 

ugly bear! You’re the Chump and I’m the - ' 
Champ!’ , 

(To Sonny Liston) ; . 0 ■. 

3. ’You so ugly that when you cry the te^l*.!^ 

down the back of your head’. ! V ' ,; • 

(To Sonny Liston) 

' 4. 'You SO ugly you have to sneak uf . 0 ^ the > 

. mirror so it won’t run off the waU'.\. 

(To Sonny Liston) ,' -. ■ ' 

b«‘Joe who did you say?-xOlt{FX’ai^r. Yeah. I 
i' ^i^mber him. He’s the one w^ leads with hie 
, jfaioe all the time,' ' , “ ^ ' * 
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WHY WIMBLEDON IS SUCH A / . 
NUISANCE! 

By Michael Mewshaw . - 

1 ‘The stadium roof slants very low and is 
propped by fat iron pillars Which ruin the vlfew 
from an annoying: number of seats" 

2 "It has been my experience that, nmtches will 
proceed during mist or drizzle or anything 
short of a monstxm" 

3. “The All-Kngland Club, like God, doesn’t 
provide rainohocks or explanations” 

4. “It's far better to check into the Connaught 
or Duke’s or Wcstbury and watch the 
tournament on television, you’ll be warmer 
and more comfortable and less likely to be 
insulted by some arrogant snob who parts his 
mane down the middle" 



RAMANATHAN KRISHNAN’S FIVE 
SUGGESTIONS TO IMPROVE THE 
STANDARD OF INDIAN TENNIS 

1 "Childi'cii should be forced into athletics 
around the age of .six or seven to becoine 
physically strong liUter they should 
branch out into appropriate sports.” 

2 . "There should be more coaching and 
coTupetiiioii faralit les at the school level. 
Sport should also be treated as a foi’in of 
cduea tion." 

d "Pi'ofessionahsin should be accepted. In 
iiirii.i one has to bcHxnne a pro to make the 

t-'iade." 

) ■ ri le; c; should tx' grea ter sponsorship and 

pri4t> money. The corporate sector could be 
loN'i 'Ivrd like It is in Kuropoand USA One 
s)u u;U] not only depend on the government 
for .tstcstaiiec " 

5 ■ \ c' u a g.st c rs s liou Id be tau g‘h t not to be 

■scared of losing. Bill Tilden wrote: ‘There 
, IS no disgi oce ih losing as long as yon can 
loai n fromit’ Our attitude to losing 

f,', ; should ell,mc’C’" 


Eight items Used in Sporting Practleel ,' 
ioKes 

1—3. A towel, a match, and a hose . . 

SVillowing a junior tournament in upstate Ngw. 
York in 1976, John McEnroe and fellow tennis 
player Pet0: Rennert lit a small towel and 
threw it into a girls’ dormitory in the Concord 
Hotel. They then rushed in and sprayed^the 
dormitory and girls with water. For this, they 
were expelled from the Port Washington 
Tennis Academy. 

4—5. a uniform and hat 

Upon returning to Rumania, Hie Nastase once 
dressed up as a pfiS^idrt controller and fooled . 
Czech tennis player'«Jan Kodes into believing 
he could not enter the country. 

6. A rubber snake 

Tn the US Open golf. Lee Trevino produced a 
yard-long rubber snake ft’om the rough with 
the end of his driver, giving Jack Nicklaue a 
shock. 

7. Natural acting talent 

In August 1977, Don Shanks of Queen’s Park 
Rangers pretended to be violently ill outside a 
hotel in Belgium. Stan Bowles, who was in on 
the jape, called an ambulance. When the 
ambulancemen came and found nothing 
wrong with Shanks, the Belgian police were 
not amused and locked the two footballers in 
jail for five hours ' 

8. A gun - 

Preparing for their big fight in the'Phillipines 
in 1975, Muhammad Ali went with his 
entourage to Joe Frazier’s hotel. Ali then 
hopped around the lawn imitating a monkey 
and yelling for Frazier to appear. When 
Frazier stepped on to the balcony Ali pointed a 
gun at him knd pulled the trigger five times, 
shouting that he wanted to shoot a gorilla. The 
fun passed Frazier by ’You don’t point guns at 
people and play arpund with them. It shows * 
juat what kind of ape Ali is,' he said. 


FIVE FANTASY CONFRONTATIONS I 
WOULD LOVED TO HAVE SEEN 

By Rohti Brijnath ' 

1 ‘Big’ Bill 'HIden versus John McEnroe. 

2 Bedi and Lillee bowling to Don Bradman, . > 

3. Pele's World Cup winning team of 1970 with. . 

Maradona versus Puskas’s Hpngtuei^ '' ■ 

the IBSO’stTheMarvsHpus Magya«s)vdth..; '■ • 
Alfred De Stefano.' "'.."‘‘V 

4. Muhammad Alj versus Mike Tyson (All;’ 

/ must win), ■, .''.’/•■’"•A 

- 5, Said j 

,Paavo Numi,jJcton. Wfafcef miio in- ' 

a J 500tn 0Jympfc; 'j ‘ ■' I.;;! _ , 
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FIVE NON-BOXEiS.WHO TOOK ON 
THE CHAMPIONS 

1. LibrcJByrpn. 

Byrpn gpaxred with John Jacksori, tla».|i6»rmer 
barpknuckled champion, in the iX3efel8;]^!(|jid 
Street-reeldenoe. The poet boxed inftdrl^ng 
gown, Jackson in knee breeches and s^iH- 

2. Hessie Donahue, U.S. housewife 

Hessie Donahue was j»art of world 
heavyweight champion John h Sullivan’e f 
entourage. They also staged performances 
throughout the country One of the acts wi# a 
niock-fight between Sullivan and the lady. 
During one of their sessions, Sullivan 
erroneously hit her on the face and she, 
retaliated with a right to the jaw thati^tthe . 
world cliampion to the canvas for a fulJi, 
minute. ' ■ 

3. Paul Gallico, U.S author 

AS a cub reporter assigned to Jack Dempsey's 
Camp, he asked Dempsey to spar with him 
before a title fight to enable him to write from 
first-hand experience. Dempsey agreed. 

Gallico confessed that he never saw the punch 
that flattened him, only felt an explosion 
inside his head, . ; , 

4. J. PaulQetty, U.S. entrepreheur 

A fvieud'of Jack Dempsey, he however fell 

out with his pal over a girl. Getty knocked out 
the to be world champion with a left 
uppercut —the only time Dempsey was over 
kayoed by anyone. 

5. Ernest Hemingway, U.S. author 

He would often talk Gene.Tunney into 
sparring with him bare.-fisted. Once after a 
thermos of frozen daiquiris Hemingway 
tagged Tunney with a hard punch. Incensed. 
Tunney faked a menacing punch to 
Hemingway's face and sternly warned: “Ik^n’t 
, you everdo that again!” 


FIVE $|;k)RTSMEN'S UNUKELYiOPS 
BEFORE THEY TURNED 
iNilOFESSld^t 

-i.AUExk^SiiS' • . ■ 

WorkW as an.apprentioe jcRik^, a barman 
y ilnsd a tailor's cutter. 

a.TONYJA<?,fjW . , . ‘ ' 

_ Xyas aajaaij^ter’s ippr-entfoe In the. ., • • ^ .j 

3.■ '.f- 


Dp^ddK^WTHAT.,. ;; 

1 ; Spaidab cellist Pablo Caaalagi^i 

ooheei^ itor Don Budge after he tuttd 
wmit|iA.ifi08Trench Championship. 

8,. .dhrta jS^rt jttiinfcs she would probably be 
wohld now if she played as she did 

in the ihid Be^tiee: 

3. ,!,thepey,»dnI^mShriver wpuldlovetobe 
stranded on a deeeyt i^hd ielionald Ke^ani 

4, ...Ivan lehdl endorses golf olube. , - 



tan Botham: Thrown into a ewimming pool 

FIVE WHO HAVE BEEN ASSAILED 

1. Efic Bnstow (World darts champion) 

When a man came up to Eric Bristow in a pub 
and said, ‘You play darts, but pan you fighi?' ; 
Bristow replied, 'no. but 1 can afford to pay 
somebody tci fight you for me.’ 

2 t Sue Barker * 

Sue Barker was once attacked by a mugger on 
a Detroit escalator, but she managed to fend 
him off with her tennis racket. 

3: Steve Davis. ' ; ' 

On 4 November 1981 had to flee a 

: gang of skinheads aa he sl^fiied autographs in 
':i^|lfest. They also spat at him and kic keit his 
oWngliile he was driving off 
'^fl^-Bbtham 

1982, Ian Botham was thrown - 
iiltO'-HtfeWimming pool at the Cadbur y Country 

. We^n-super-Mare, by a 30-,year-ol<t' 

m^feanic. Mr Bent. Bent later told, }■'■ 

■' fSHiSihds tlMtt he thought Botham was behayfcpg 
•V"dfi^antiy, ■ ., ’ 

tiie Nestade: 

L’iAfter the ld'79 U .S 0|ien ChaihpiOn|ihlpi#f£i 
^ V|ji|j)tember 1B79. Vitas GeruJgitip,-;ttfi^N^,tiahe 


iw^'iitaijWiSfe.Was buttered in ' 

Gerulaitis cajhi|'i|‘l%w^h the two 
'■■'.plu^eht a fight. andtfeliWpMe girl and her 
were show^^^|tO^>y owner Steve 










RAMANATHAN KRISHNAN’S FIVE 
MEMORABLE MATCHES 

]. "The most tlirilhng moment was when I ■ 
won match point agail\8t Thomas Koch of 
Brazil in the Davis Cup inter-zone final at 
Calcutta, December 1966. That victory put 
India in the Challenge Round for the first 
time." 

2. “When I beat Luis Ayala of Chile on the 
Wimbledon Centre Court, 1960, and 
when I beat Roy Emerson of Australia 
again on that court the folio wing year 
The victories got me into the semi-final 
on each occasion," 

3. “When my son Ramesh and nephew 
Shankar faced each other in the final of the 
National Championship, Delhi 1978 It was 
a perfect tribute to rny father ” 

4 "When I played Ramesh in the final of the 
National Hard Court Championship. 
Hyderabad, 1977 It was an emotional 
moment and recalled memories of my 
father Ramesh won the match " 

5 “This involves Ramesh on several 
Occasions; when he won the Wimbledon 
juniors title in 1979, exactly 25 years after 
I had won it; again, when Ramesh entered 
the Wimbledon quarter final in 1980, a full 
25 years after I had made the grade; when 
Ramesh won match point against Wally 
Masur in the Davis Cup semi final against 
Australia, 21 years after I had done exactly 
the same. ” 

Ramansthan Krishnan: Faced hia son in the 

National Hard Court Championship 11 years 
ago 




Steffi Qraf: Reueives at least lOO letters a day! 

DID YOU KNOW THAT 

1 . .at least 50 European newspapers 

syndicate a regular column by Boris Bepker 
2 . . Steffi Graf receives at least 150 fan 

letters a day 

3. ... Pat Cash often wears a t%hirt with a 
largesized message ‘Leave ME Alone’ 

4 ... the number of consecutive years Anand 
Amritraj has played the Davis Cup for 
India is 21 ! 

5 .Rod Laver rated Ivan Lendl’s 6-2,6-2, 

6-3 rout of Wilander in the '87 Nabisco 
Masters as the best tennis he had ever seen 


SftNMASKELL;S THREE JUDGMENTS 
ON JOHN McENROE 

(Dan Maskell is a highly respected tennis broadcaster and 
referred to as the Voice of Wimbledon. Besides he has 
seen every champion from Lenglen and Tilden to the 
present day). . - 

1 . “The finest tennis I have ever seen” (After, 
McEnroe had ‘murdered’ Connors in the 
Wimbledon final, 1984) 

2. "...the stuff of genius" (on McEnroe’s 
instinct) 

3. “Reflexes as fast as any player’s have ever 
been” (on McEnroe) 


GENIUS' 

sir Don BraiJrfian's five opinions on Sir Garry Sobers 

1 . “The greatest all rounder I ever saw” 

2. “The first thing about Sobers was his . , ■. 
beautiful athletic built” 

3. “His versatility (as a, bowler) made him a . 

captain’s dream” ^ 

4. “Ciroumstances'ueu^ly dictated that he 

should Reld.cjiose^ the wicket but be was.. 
superb in any poaitipn”, ’■;, ;> 

5. "But it waslti battlhg nie<l^a{u8 s]lpt|ie 

the brightest .(.nctjbibg.wfai ever erase . 

my ibeniory bw^iihaie|i)javy ; 











Madhumita’s 
hour of glory 


V IMAL KUMAR of Karnataka 
has a very systematic game 
His drops, as well as tosses are 
excellent. He has also got a 
ruthless smash. And Vimal 
Kumar used his arsenal to the hilt 
when he went to Jalandhar to win 
the 53rd Carona National 
badminton championships. India 
got a new chairip. 

But Vimal did not have a 
cakewalk when he met Madhurya 
Barua of Assam in the final. He 
•had to unleash his full firepower, 
excelling in a game of meticulous 
drops, tosses and smashes, to 


down Barua 10-15, 17-14. 15-9 
and lift the Vikas Topiwala 
CJiallenge Cup 
The final became an electric 
affair. The shuttlers had very 
palpably contrasting styles which 
touched off great excitement 
when they battled it out with then- 
rich repertoire. Vimal fretted and 
fumed to keep the game under 
control, while Barua played his 
heart out, displaying grace, grit 
and determination. 

■‘ -In the beginning, however, it 
<{%s Barua who called the shots, 
managing a 7-l lead m the first 


game Vimal took time to recover 
from the early shock, 

Bai'ua put tremendous pressure 
on Vimal when he put his game on 
lop gear, baffling his opponent 
with his speed. He also varied his 
strokes olf and on, to further 
neutralise Vimal’s awesome power 
play Vimal, however, fought back 
to narrow the lead to 6-8 but 
Barua had the last word at 15.10. 
Barua kept the pressure, taking 

Right; Ami Ghia; tough competitor 
Madhumita Bisht; going strong 
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ctjijim.nifl mice afTfiill m the 
eecoiHl f'anin, and wi'esling a fS-1 
Ic.id 'Idiis liiiic, tiowever. Vimal 
caitic back from behind and pulled 
iilioad, and eventually won 17-14, 
aft'’) the game went into a 
thrilling extra points That was 
true grit from VinuU, and now the 
indications were clear Vimal was 
on his way back 

In the women’s section the story 
in the women’s section was almost 
similar Here, it was Madhumita 
Bisht of the Railways who had put 
her entire repertoire into the 



I Vimal Kumar; the new champ 

I 

' gaiiK' to face and win over Aim 
i tihi.i 'I'here were brilliant cross 
; cmiii siiuishes and bewildering 
pku cmi'iiis to keep Gina in check 
Hut (II n.'i returned with a 
vengeaiR e m the second game, 
finding hi t- I'iiythm which she 
used imich to lier advantage with 
the help ol a changed tactic She 
went for the net play, and 
displayed some intelhgent tosses, 
coupled with angular smashes 

Photographs nhatmpsh YAshi ihd 


and soon went into a 8-6 lead. 

But Madhumita was in no mood 
U) yield ground. She fought back 
taking the game into extra pomta, 
eventually clinching the issue at 
12-10 

The rivals of the singles were 
partners in the doubles, and 
defenders of the title. Their efforts 
proved fruitful when they 
retained their crown, beating 
stK'ond seeded Mallika Barua and 
Sudha Padmanabhan The scores 
were 15-7, 15-10 

The rivalry for the Calcutta Cup 
reached fever pitch, when the 
doubles partners Vinod Kumar 
and Prakash took valiantly on an 
indefatigable Vikram Singh and 
Partho Ganguly In the end, 
however, the verdict went in 
I'avour of Vinod and Prakash, 
when the match came to an 
exciting 17-15, 18-17 finish 

The Railways team of Sanat 
Misra and Madhumita bagged the 
mixed doubles honours, at the 
expense of Ajay Kanwar and 
SindhuGulati, ol Delhi; 15-2, 

15 3 Obviously. as the scoreline 
suggests, the game wius one-sided 
all the way 

The entry of V imal Kumai' and 
Madhumita Bisht into the final 
was real spectacular stuft While 
Vimal powered his way to the top, 
Bisht stormed into the final 
giving little chance to her rival 
bipti Thanekar of Maharashtra 
who went down 11-8, 11-2 The 
mood of Madhumita Bisht was 
clear right then—she would spare 
nothing to win the title, to make it 
five in a row 

Prakash quits 

P RAKASH PADUKONE will not 
play competitive badminton 
again—that was the worst piece of 
news to come from Jalandhar 
when the badminton nationals 
came to an end. In the history of 
Indian sport, the times of Prakash 
Padnkone will be remembered as a 
period of glory when the world 
woke up once again to the great 
sporting potential tht this vast 
country holds Prakash gave the 
country yet another world 
champion 

Announcing his retirement 



Prakash Padukone: new 
ambitions 

Prakash told the press m 
Bangalore that he had too much of 
the singles in his two decades long 
badminton career, beginning in 
1967 "Now I would play just for 
the fun of it.” he said Prakash, 
the nine time national champion 
and the only Indian to win the All 
England championship, said that 
he would rest for a few months in 
Bangalore before taking up sports 
promotion in collaboration with 
Carona, a shoe manufacturing 
company, for whom he is 
currently working 

Prakash obviously is not going 
to while away his time. During the 
period of rest he will be chalking 
out his plan for launching a Vijay 
Amntraj type coaching scheme to 
be based, in all likely to be beised in 
Bangalore 

All the best, Prakash, India 
waits to see you successful in your 
new role. 


Facing page: (clockwise from top) 
Vimal Kumar the new champion 
ooUeoting his trophy; Madhumita 
Bisht is all smiles making it five in 
a row; S. Padmanabhan moments 
before getting on to the court. 

















































The Agony Persists 

Subhash Sarcar analyses how the tournament has once 
again proved a painful experience for India 


E ven before the 

eighth chapter of 
the Jawaharlal 
Nehru Gold Cup 
soccer tournament came 
to an end. a depressed 
and dejected India once 
again was left with a 
jumble of agonising 
memories Ag^in, with 
the best resources 
available, the hosts team 
pitifully lacked the 
strength, stamina and 
imagination to contain 
the foreign aggression. 
Yet another chapter 
closed with no remedy to 
the downswing of 
Indian soccer in sight. 


But when India 
plunged into the fray at 
the newly-built Nehru 
Stadium, Fatorda. 
Margao. they looked 
exuberant, confident 
and in high spirit, ready 
to block every alien 
inroads But in doing so 
India once again 
exposed their 
limitations And 
pathetically, even in the 
past few years we 
miserably failed to find 
any clues to assimilate 
tbs good poHits. 

Strange. The.baitering, 
the humiliation in front 
of their couati^emen has 


now become unbearably, 
painful 

The two friendlies 
with Brazil’s Sao Paulo 
courtesy the Tatas was 
to gear the Indians up 
for the big show at the 
busiest commercial 
centre of Goa The Polish 
weren’t a side to talk 
much about 

Ridiculously when the 
coach kept silent the 
federation’s 
newly-elected sceretai y 
P P Lakshmaiian went 
on record that India wa.s 
capable of beating the 
Poles and if they 
succeeded in doing so 


India’s Bikash Panji 
complains against a 
Polish player 

(he tournament was 
poised f<ir excitement 
India put up a tough 
t ight and at one stage 
.showed signs of 
winning the match. But 
the catastrophic 
goalkeeping eiTors by 
I lonry Menezes was 
enough to shatter the 
rare dream. But, still 
then one must have to 
admit that as the game 
progressed India hardly 
displayed any 
coordination in the three 
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Hunffaxy’s Petres faces two Soviet defenders 


depattiTHMits 
'I'he Polfjs wci't? 
cif'fimtdly an inl'ni-ior 
sid(' coinpai'ctl to t tin two 
piX’Viou.s ones Hut at tlic 
samf'tiinc tlu' 

connoisscui'.s fci;! tliat 
Naycoiu'K ohou:c of 
Mnnc/.os, uist('a(l ol the 
l)<;ardeci Ontiasliisli 
Mukhei )«,'i' was a 
bluiidaf ffownvcf, one- 
has to tiivr tlie eo.ich a 
chance to lest his 
recruitiiients m th.it 
particular iiosilion 
Did f,akshmaiian 
predict outcome of the 
riiatcli apanist t he f’olcs 
based on the Hieory that 
I if India CKiuld di aw at 
Siht> viri why can't the 
same be I'epealod at 
Margao'^ What logic' If 
i memory is not too short 
j the new AIKK secretary 
I made a similar comment 
I in IdK'l when he 
ai I ■ impanied t he Indian 
te.i 111 as manager to the 
Asian Cup at Singapore 
And what did the 
Soviet coach Vladimir 
Hadionov liadtosay'^ 
■'Thebi.indaid f India 
can only iinpi ovc with 
scient ific approach." he 
believes and footljall is a 
science " He is of the 
opinion that [iroper 
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planning lia.s got to be 
mafie 

Asked to do a 
eomparatiVIC st iidy ol the 
three Asian learns 
partieipating in this 
meet H.idionov said, 

"'I'he Koreans are 
speedier than I he ot her 
two (India and li arj) 
Wtiik' the Iraqis are 
s( rong' and of athletic 
build 'A Inch ai’c e.sscniial 
for tlie gain(‘ India has 
neither ol the two 
ipiaht les "file fact lias 
bi’en driven home (.)no 
cjiiestion comes to mind 
Ilovi. was India going to 
prepaie foi the Beijing 
Asian (lames in 1990, 
whet her she rould place 
among the lop Asian 
('oiintnes Hadionov 
didn't want to elaborate, 
but one sentence was 
eitough "It will Ik? too 
difficult for the present 
set of plavers ’’ 

Kor Nayeem this 
tonrnamenl was a vital 
lussigument (his third 
Nehrn Cup) as it will 
decide whether he's 
good enough to 
continue Is a plan on 
the anvil to induct a 
foreign coach‘d Last 
year, there was a, lot of 
controversy on the 4-4-2 


formation introduced by 
the tlien technical 
director Amal Dutta 
Nayeem expi-e.ssed a 
negative attitude to the 
new .system and a cold 
war raged between the 
two Perhaps, Dutta has 
had the last laugh when 
Ills system was played 
here 

If the Indian coach 
desires to get the best 
out of his players why 
did he lodge the team at 
Panjim, 35km away 
from the venue, 
especially wfien the I'cst 
of the teams were based 
at the nearby sea 
I esorts 

Did he want to avoid 
the press or was it that 
the facilities wei'e better 
at Panjim'^ It is 
imperative that the 
players must gel 
acquainted with the 
ground on which they 
play 

In the second match. 
Debashis Mukherjee was 
India's goaltender India 
faced the reigning 
champions Soviet 
Union, a team which 
was unlike its 
predecessors But it 
could boast the names of 
three Seoul Olympians. 


Keeper Alexei Prudikov, 
medio Evgeni 
Kuzenetsov and Geta 
Ketashvili—and all in 
fine form Kuly vanov 
who was in the Siligun 
lineup added punch in 
the attack But for the 
.poor Indians it was a 
story of painful 
extinction Yet another 
tale of unending sorrow 

After eighty long 
minut.es India's brittle 
defence snapped The 
pressing football by the 
supremes was too much 
it was a matter of 1 1 me 
the defence was going to 
cave in All was not bad 
for the homo side began 
briskl,y to carry the 
game sometimes beyond 
the centre line But the 
ominous .sign of unease 
shojved ten minutes 
from the long whistle 

"I believe that lack of 
experience of my 
undor-21 boys was the 
main rea.son for the 
team to wait for such a 
long time to open the 
account Said coach 
Hadionov "The hoys 
played piessing football 
which saw 9 even at 
times 1(J Indians 
crowding near the 
penalty box 

"It was difficult for my 
boys to find the gap ’’ 
And during the 
tremendous pressure 
keeper Mukherjee was 
there to intercept the 
menace with his gritty 
performance But for 
how long‘d The Soviet 
custodian was scarcely 
troubled 

The main obstacle in 
the Indian game is that 
the players tend to hang 
on to the ball too long 
which all(5w the 
opponents to wm the 
ball soon. Add to this its 
conspicuous mispasses 
and the lack of 
imagination in front of 
the box. 






lack of versatility and 
accuracy by the strikers 
The Soviets had the 
more giltedged chances 
However, one must laud 
the Indians who 
displaypd a certain 
amount of mobility and 
vitality That day Soviet 
Koly vanov was the 
biggest threat upfront, 
although he didn't find 
the net India lost by two 
goals Yet another blow 
Another defeat 

DPR Koiea returned 
from a ban by PIFA, 
following an incident in 
the 1982 A.sian Ga iiies 
A welcome return to 
soccer But tlie 
debutants in the Nehru 
Gup were treated as 
underdogs 

Could India manage a 
win'^ But the Koreans 
proved us wrong They 
were swifter, far 
supei lor 111 the spot 
jumps and had better 



A Korean assault splits the Indian defence 


penetration It w'astroin 
one ol t he.sp s|jot jumps 
that Yang Nam lieal 
Aiiiit Bhadia and saw 
tin; ball get past t he 
aw^^^strlke^ 
goalkeepers AikiI her 


followed .someliine later 
And Savio Madiera 
could 111 utilise a chance 
due to the lack of agility 
and speed, while Sishii 
Ciho.sh seemed to have 
lelt his bool.s back in 


Panjiin Kuljit Singh 
was sloppy in t he fu st 
two outings and was 
I'veii worse against the 
Koreans 

Photographs. Nikhil 
Bhattacharya 
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COVER STORYS 


FIVE THINGS YOU NEVER KNEW 
ABOUT NAIM SULEYMANOGLU 

1 ho 4ft 10 in weighilitler from Turkey is considered the 
■itrongesl man, pound for pound, in the world 
1 HiiH .set world records under three 
different names- -Nairn 
.Sueiiriaiiov/Naim Shalamanov/Naini 
Suleyniatioglu 

2. Decided to ‘defect' to Turkey mainly 

br.'cause the Bulgarian government forced 
liim to change his name. 

.3 When he actually ‘defected’ he was flown 
for London to Turkey in the Turkish PM's 
personal jet; he was later adopted by the 
PM, 

4 Has 35 world records to hia three names 
5, Pretended to walk into the loo at a 

restaurant after the World Cup in London, 
diverted to a waiting car which took him to 
the Turkish Embassy- and htis not been 
seen in Bulgaria since. 



KAPIL DEV KO GUSSA KYONAATA 
HAH 

Five complaints of the Indian all-rounder 

1 “I have never been given the credit for being 
the only Indian bowler to take 300 Test 
wickets" 

2 ‘I was not allowed to run things the way I 
wanted when I was captain" 

■i My reports on the umpiring were never 
seriously cKinsidered" 

4 "A ei icketer who has played 50 Tests and 
one wlio has played only one should be paid 
differently" 

5 ' N ot bei n g al lowed to wear logos on our 
cricket gear by the Board. It won't hurt 

^ anyone" 


FfVE WHO HAVE ENJOYED BLOWfNG 
THEfR OWN TRUMPETS 

1. Freddie Trueman 

When Freddie Trueman was asked to suggest 
a title for his autobiography, he replied: The 
Definitive Volume on the Finest Bloody Fast 
Bowler that Ever Drew Breath’. 

2 Marvin Hagler 

In spring 1982, Marvin Hagler changed his 
name by deed poll from Marvin Nathaniel 
Hagler to Ma|’vellou8 Marvin Hagler. 

3. Martina Navratilova 

In June 1982, Martina Navratilova claimed, ‘I 
am the only woman who does not have a sweat 
problem'. 

4. Muhammad All 

Having won the Gold Medal for 
light-heavyWeight boxing at the Rome 
Olympics, Ali returned to his home town of 
Louisville and said to the welcoming crowds, 
‘Look at me, am I not beauty? Inhale me, am I 
not perfume?' 

5 Gold Belt Mbxime 

In 1970, Gold Belt Maxime said, ‘A lot of 
wrestlers think they’re God’s gift to women. 
I’m different. I know I am ' 


OLYMPIC FAMOUS NAMES WHO 
AREN’T THEM 

1 . CHARLIE BROWN. USA. boxing, 1964 

2 . ELIZABETH TAYLOR, Canada, hurdles, 
1936 

3. STEVEN KING Canada, kayak. 1976 

4. JAMESMASON, Australia, field hockey, 

1968 , 

6 . ROBERT TAYLOR. USA. 100 metres. 1972 
6 JACK DANIELS, USA, pentathlon, 1960 

7 . THOMAS jfeFFERSON, USA. 200 metres. 
1984. 

8 . BJORN BORO, Sweden, swimming, 1936 

9. GEORGE HARRISON, USA, swimming. 
1960. 


TOM ALTER’S FIVE CRICKETERS 
WHO’D MAKE GOOD ACTORS 

(Tom Alter is a television actor himself) 

1 . Sunil Gavaskar 

2 . SyedKirmmii , 

3. BishenBedi, 

4. Viv Richards , * 

5. Ian Botham ; , 












FIVE STRANGE REASONS WHY 
SPORTSMEN HAVE BEEN BARRED 

t. A Sex Chang© 

Whe9 Richard Raskind changed his sex to 
beOopis Renee Richards in 1977, she was 
hatred from entering the US Open Tennis 
Championships. After Miss Richards took her 
case to court, the judge ruled in her favour, 
calling theorganizers ‘grossly unfair, 
discriminative and inequitable’. 

2. Bein^’tSwer Class 

J.B. Kelly, the father of Princess Grace, was 
barred from the Henley Regatta of 1920, as 
Henley’s patron. Prince Albert, had originally 
decreed that anyone who was ‘by trade or 
employment for wages, a mechanic, artisan of 
labourer’ was ineligible, Kelly won the 
Olympic Gold Medal in the same year, and in a 
. fit of fury posted his sweaty cap to King 
George V, 

3. Being Black 

In 1912, Jack Johnson, the first black World 
Heavyweight Champion, was refused 
piermission to board the Titanic because of his 
colour. [ 

4. Poverty 

As a child, Billie Jean King was so poor that 
trie first time she was going to be in a tennis 
group photograph she was refused permission 
to pose, as she only had a blouse and a pair of 
shorts made by hei‘ mother, and not the 
obligatory whites. 

■ 5. Bragging 

.In January 1979, ex-welterweight boxer 
•Bernie Simmonds barred Peter Osgood from 
his pub. ‘The Wolf, in Windsor. ‘I’m sick and 
'tired of the name Osgood,’ said Simmonds. ‘He 
'. is always shooting his mouth off. If I continue 
. to let him in 1 shall lose good customers. ’ 


DID YOU KNOW 

1 . ... that the victorious Indian team, had its one 
day’s wages cut after beating New Zealand 
, in four days in the Sixties. - 

?. that Pakistan’s Saeed Ahmed grtedlikdia 
. baby during a match on the 19t 1 topr 
England after a number of catcheahai^been 
dropped of his bowling. . ' ‘ ! . 

' 3.... .that Imran Khan’s mother t^lcmged to a 
Turko-Afghan peo^ile who ooine from 
Afghanistan. 

4: ... that Narendra Hirwani took leave fi-om 
Tata Sportstliubon the'pretext of his 
‘ examinations and went off to play a game 
! Esoortsj ■ ., . ' • 

[ S.' ..that IftlkhariUil^taudi^ bruited with 
..i*;’ 'jah)Ookey..gbId medal during thd 19S8 . 


THE FOUR THINGS RICHARD 
HADLEE KEEPS IN MIND WHEN 
BOWLING 

1. Rhythm, which includes timing and 
oaordlnation and means doing things 
nicely. 

2 . The off stxunp, which is my target area or , 
place of work. I riai^ to be manipulating 
there or thereabouts ball after ball. 

3. Hate, which is essential... 

4. Liltee. Yes, this is my fourth key word. 
When the going gets tough, I often ask 
myself: ‘What would Lillee have dona now?’ 
The very mention of his name throws off 
many visions and thoughts, aggression 
being one of them. 



EIGHT SURPRISING OLYMPIC 
COMPETITORS 


1 . James B. Connolly—Well-known author of 
sea stories, represented USA m the 
triple-jump, Athens, 1896. 

2 . A.C. Gilbert --Inventorofthe erector set; 
represented USA in the pole vault, London, 
1908. 

3. Nero—Ernperorof Rome; represented 
Greece in chariot racing, 66 AD. 

4. M. Ostermeyer —Concert pianist: 
represented Prance in the shot put. discus, 
highjiimp in London, 1908. 

5. Qeorg© Patton—World War II general, 
repre^pted USA in the pentathlon, 
Stockboim, 1912. 

6 . Count Pao^ Ignazio Di Revel--Mussolini’s 
minister of finance: represented Italy in 
fencing, Antwerp, 1920. 

, 7. Dr l^njan^ Spook—Baby doctor, author 
and politieal activist; represented,USA in 
rowing., Parle, 1924. 

8 . Varawiatss—King of Armenia; represented 
Greece in boxing, 390 AD. 
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BJORN BORG’S FIVE 
SUPERSTITIONS 

1 The beard 

Four days before a championship he would 
stop shaving 

2. The bag 

Before each match, he would pack his tennis 
bag with extraordinary exactitude All ton 
racquets had to be piled in descending order of 
tension. This would usually take an hour of 
testing. 

3 The car 

He would always travel to Wimbledon in a car 
with a stereo radio. 

4 The route 

He would always go the same route to 
Wimbledon, always over Hammesmith Bridge, 
never Putney Bi’idge. 

5. The boiled sweet 

His mother, Margarethe Borg, always sucked 
a boiled sweet while watching his final set In 
1979, after Borg had rallied to triple match 
point and Tanner had rallied to deuce, 
Margarethe spat her sweet on the floor She 
then intuitively picked it up and put it In her 
mouth again. Sure enough, Borg won. 


HOW THREE SPORTSMEN SAW 
THEIR OPPONENTS 

You just go in there thinking, “Well, if I don’t 
do him, he’ll do me”. 

Henry Cooper. 

Z. 'When I see a rival owner or trainer oheerlng 
home a winner, I have one reaotion-I say good 
luck to him.’ 

Robert Sangster 

3. T really hate having to play friends,'or 
someone who’s been in a team with me. I can’t 
concentrate at all. That’s one of the reasons 
why I have never really been very close friends 
with any one of the girls.’ 

V^Qinia Wade. 


. 11 MUSICAL SPORTSMEN 

1. JOE FRAZIER 

in 1972, Joe Frazier and his pop group ‘The 
Knockouts’ made an unsuccessful tour of 
Britaan and Europe. Before fighting him. 

Ah once said, ‘If Joe Frazier don’t be sharp, 
he’ll be flat ’ 

2 JACKCHARLTOM 

Jack Charlton once released a single of 
‘You’ll Never Walk Alone’ It failed to get 
into the charts. 

3 HENRY COO PER 

In 1977, Henry Cooper released a record 
called ‘Knock Me Down With a Feather’ It 
failed to get into the charts 
4 DON BRADMAN. 

In 1930, Columbia Recoi-ds contracted Don 
Bradman to make a record. They thought 
that he would be giving a talk on cricket, 
and were somewhat .surpri,sed when the 
recording he made was of bis piano 
renditions of the jxipular dance numbers 
'An Old Fashioned Locket’ and 'Our 
Bungalow of Dreams' 

5. KEVIN KEEGAN 

In June 1979, Kevin Keegan’s version of 
‘Heaxl Over Heels in Love' reached number 
31 in the charts 


HOW MANY LAPS IS THAT AROUND 
THE TRACK? 

1 1.500m~3 3/4 laps 

2 3.000m—7Va laps 

3. 5,000m—12Va laps 

4. lO.OOOni—25 laps, 


THE DAILY DIET OF PAKISTANI 
WRESTLER AKRAM BHOLOO 


1 . Four chickens. 

2. Ten pints of milk. 

3. Five pounds of dried fruit. 

4. (Weekly) An entire roast goat 


DID YOU KNOW THAT 

1. ...LisHartel, a 1952silver medallist in the 
Olympics individual dressage event, was 
paralysed below the knees and had to be helped 
on and off her horse. 

2. ... Jack Kelly, father of Princess Grace of 
Monaco won three rowing gold medals in 1920 
and 1924. 

3.. The first black Africans to participate 
were Lentauw and Yamasani. Both were in St.- 
Louis as Boer War exhibits for the World Fair . 
and decided to enter the marathon. - 




FIVE COMMENTS BY RENOWNED 
PHOTOGRAPHER NEIL LEIFER IN HIS 
BOOK 'SPORTS’ 

(Neil Leifer, first with Sports lllustraled an6 now Time, is 
acKnowtedged as one of the three greatest sports 
photographers of all time) 

1. "Chris Evert’s serve provides a wonderful 
opportunity to study perfection” 

2. “One of the most visual aspects of sport has 
always been defeat” 

3. "For the photographer. Muhammad Ali is a 
dream” 

4. "Of all the people I’ve met m the world of 
sports. Joe Frazier may be the nicest” 

5. “Possibly the most exciting moment at any 
Olympics is the arrival of the flame” 


THE EVENTS OF THE MEN’S 
GYMNASTICS IN THE OLYMPICS 

1. Floor exercises 

2. Pommel Horse 

3. Rings 

4. Horse vault 

5. Parallel bars 

6. Horizontal bar 

7 Combined exercises 
8. Team competition 


THE FIVE EVENTS OF THE ANCIENT 
PENTATHLON 

1. Discus throw 

2. Long jump 

3. Javelin throw 

4. Running 

5. Wrestling 


FIVE EVENTS OF THE MODERN 
PENTATHLON 

1. Showjumping 

2 . Fencing 

3. Swimming 

4. Shooting 

6. Cross-country running 


FIVE OLYMPIC HEAVYWEIGHT 
BOXING WINNERS 

1 . Joe Frazier (1964) 

S. George Foreman (1068) 

3. teomoStevett8oa(l072,76^0) 
i' 4.l4enryTiUinan(i984) 

. 9. liay Merced* (198$) 


FROM ONE TITLE TO ANOTHER 

The boxers listed below all won Olympic gold medals and 
later continued their success with world professional 
boxing titles. 

1 Cassius Clay (USA) 

2. Floyd Patterson (USA) 

3. Pascual Perez (Arg) 

4. Michael Spinks (USA) 

5 I^eon Spinks (USA) 



THE LAST FIVE WINTER OLYMPICS 
VENUES 

1 Sapporo(1972) 

2 Innsbruck(1976) 

3. Lake Placid (1980) 

4 Sarajevo (1984) 

5. Calgary (1988) 


THE INCREDIBLE MARK SPITZ ~ 
FOUR FACTS 

1 Made his Olympic in the 1968 Mexico City 
Games Foolishly, he boasted he could win six 
gold medals He won only three 

2 Once wanted to becxirne the Mcx' Namath of 
swimming'. 

3. Pursued a movie career after retiring from 
the pool. His success in that endeavour was 
modest, at best. 

4. Spitz’s Olympic career total of nine gold 
medals, one silver and one bronze, is an 
Olympic record for swimmers 


THREE OLYMPIC GAMES THAT WERE 
NOT HELD DUE TO WAR 

1 1916—Berlin 

2.1940—Tok.yo, then Helsinki 

3. 1944—London. 
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! FOUR STAGES IN IVAN LENDL’S 
i UNDERSTANDING OF THE TOUGH 
i WORLD OF PRO TENNIS (1982) 

j l.'McKnroe doesn't like Connors, orme for that 

matter .. 

3. " . and Connors doesn’t like McEnroe.. 

3. . and to tell you the truth McEnroe is not 

my favourite person..." 

4 “It's all very difficult” 



Horserldinff: Most Uksly to give you a head 
injury 


THE FIVE SPORTS MOST LIKELY TO 
CAUSE HEAD INJURY 

1. Horse riding 
3 Judo 

3. Boxing 

4. Rugby 

5. Soccer 


FIVE UNUSUAL THINGS ABOUT 
OLYMPIC lOOM WINNERS THAT YOU 
DIDN’T KNOW 

1. Thomas Burke (1896) .. went on to be a 
famous lawyer and wrote for the Boston 
Journal in his spare time. 

2. Archibald Hahn (1904/1906) wrote a 

: coaching manual How To Sprint, which is still 

j considered a classical text. / 

j I 3 Reginald Walker (1908). this 19-year-pld 
I Durban clerk was not included in the Squth' 

Africa team, but was sent as an afterthought 
by his fans from Natal. ' , % . 

4 EddieTolan (1932 )...crossed the finietilihe 
2 inches ahead of Ralph Metcalfe. If current 
rules of reaching the line first existedftheHy 
Metcalfe would have won * ■ ’ 

5. Haseley Crawford (1976).. a nervous, jitA&ry 
runner. Crawford ran an extra 150m. before 
he stopped suddenly, realising the enormity of ‘ • 
, his accomplishment 


THREE NOTABLE SPORTING FIRSTS 

1. Vlv Anderson 

Viv Anderson was the first black footballer to 
play for England. He made his debut on 29 
November l97B. 

2. Dorothy Lambert Chambers 

Dorothy Lambert Chambers was the first 
mother to, win Wimbledon. There has only been 
one since then-Evonne Cawley. * 

3. Dawn Fraser 

Dawn Fraser of Australia was the first and 
only swimmer to have won a Gold Medal at 
three successive Olympic Games. She won the 
100 metres freestyle in 1956, 1960 and 1964. 


THE ORIGINS OF THREE DIFFERENT 
SPORTS 

1 Hurdling 

In 1850, at the Exeter College point-to-point, a 
small group of people decided that as the hired 
horses had been so disappointing they should 
hurdle themselves. They invented a two-mile 
course with twenty-four jumps and a 
bookmaker. 

2. Badminton 

In 1960, the houseguests at Badminton, the 
home of the Duke of Beaufort, were confined to 
the house by ram. Borrowing shuttlecocks 
from the nursery, they devised a game that 
could be played in the Great Hall without any 
damage to the china. 

3 Rugby 

Legend has it that Rugby was started when 
William Webb Ellis, a pupil at Rugby School, 
picked up the ball while playing a football 
match and ran with it. A plaque at Rugby 
School says; This stone commemorates the 
exploit of William Webb Ellis, who, with a fine 
disregard for the rules of Football as played in 
his time, first took the ball in his arms and ran 
with it. thus originating the distinctive feature 
oftheRugby game, A.D. 1823.’ 


OLYMPIC MEN FOR ALL SEAS0N$ 

Olympitrcompelitors who earned the distinction of winning 
medals at both the Summer and Winter Gaines ■ , , 

1 . Eddie Eagan (USA) •; , ' i. ' 

2. Jacob TuUin-Thomaa(Norway) ,' 

3. Pierre Miisey (Switzerland) V'’; ;, 

4. Martin Stokken (Norway) -S 

5. WiUie Davenport (USA) 

---L--—--J— 

—Partab RamchamI, Martha Bhogla, ffitu Sarin, Tha Booh 
of Sporfa Utto by Craig and David Broem, The Book of Lltta 
by David Walleehintky 
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P OLOwa 

four-a-side team 
game whose 
players are 

mounted on horses and 
who use wooden mallets, 
or‘sticks’, to strike a 
wooden b^l in an 
attempt to score goals. 
The ball is struck with 
the side, not the end, of 
the mallet, and there is 
no limit to the size of the 
horse, though one of 
over 16 hands is not 
often manoeuvrable 
enough. 

A full size jfround is 
300 yards (274.32 m) 
long 200 yards (182.88 
m) ^de if un-boarded, 
160 yards (146.3 m) 
wide if boated. . 

Ooal poets are placed 8 
yds. (7.3 m) apart; they 
are about 10 ft. (3 m) 
^gh and about lo in. 


(254 mm) in diameter. A' 
mallet odnsists of a 
handle made of wood 
olamp^ te the shaft and 
bound wkh rubber, tape, 
or toweUinI; as a hand 
grip. The most oommcm 
pattern is olgar-Shaped 
with tapered ends. Metal 
shafts oreimt used. The 
design can vary 
according to the wishes 
oftheplaym'. 

The ball is of solid 
wood, usually willow, 
bamboo root, or ash. It 
must not exceed 3V4 in. 
(82.5 nun) in diameter 
and must be between 4 V4 
and 4% oz (120-135 g) in 
weight. Its life Is not 
long and a considerable 
niunber are used in each 
game. 

Helmets or caps of 
pith. cork, or hard 
synthetic material are 




4 V,; 


« # ■' 

V'- 






All tlif' plvotog l aphs oji 
Iho.st! pii^es I'c.'iture 
l^i iiK.-e Charic.s playing 
[<olo. 'I’lie I'i'iiice Of 
Wal(^s i.s almost fanatical 
in his love foi' Ihi? game. 
And a.s li;,s Maple Leaf 
Itsimmales .say that 
when ho gets into the 
thick of the action, he's 
just one of the g uvs. ’I’he 
fiitui-e King- i.s Jiot 
.spai’cd and he ha.s Iiad 
quite a few falLs 



worn. Any type o^horse. 
or poi^r may be p^yed. 
There is no limit tjo size, 
age. or sex. The iMxrss 
must, howevsr, be 
sufficiently well behaved 
nottooohstitutea 
danger to other horses 
and players, and may be 
sent off the ground by 
the umpires if iilhils in 
this rstmaot. Ihe horse 
. must wear boqtsor .v 
' baxidageito,bqf»w.jQ)a.^ 
lower lag sadii^tdc^ Ml : 
■aprotei^onkgkinst • 
hltninifixMnbfUor- 

';2luiLllSt. IhsGibatiVSfe 


fitted like gaitsra and 
secured with straps. 

The game is divided ' ■ 
iidopnlodsor . •. 

‘cbukkers’ctf TminnM . 
each. The fhllgameis 
^ht pariodB, but in 
most toumamsnto firwer:;:;.- 
period sreplaj^i. 
mai^'gainasl»y:l^, 
cm]y&iu!^.^^)Busa|pe--;' ffj 
'theraarend . 





j^axee tietttral 

In BnKlaad 

^.^ttWEST' 
liaiUiOnaaeoo^Jtwat : 
j^utQS, If tbe 

ilinllwiit ..' 


aflwroapli gt>el to^oond, 
’{li^gluiBelat^^taitQd . 
1^ thxdw^ 

tiwo t»wnii!i^ yhoare llii^ 
tb« 

.beirlBa9iiiW!C^««ch 
. paRi^<|ffte 2 <^-goal is .. 
■•capcsd^ieir^til^^ ; 

' gysi^d&ytiuMii 

, ‘<d$j£:)^|ili#^3iilgi^:' 




bebiad off a dsfiKQi^’s 
stick, the attaMlkiaEg side 
ii awajdadaftces lif|i foom 
the 60 yajdte (94.010) 
line o{^i6|i^t6 where 
thehaU liSiPt'Odt' 

TiuBi gains id oemtr^disd 
% whistfed'by two 

wilh axeferee 
^^I'j^sixEs hnes as 
r‘si!t^r'tii;oassof ~ 
W^s^tfei^e/io^^ 

gipeei^^tyq^ean lAd 
liloidd'te.eljitnined in 

^5^Wi: *...*;«_ 


hee. 


studied this aspect will -.. 
always, if equally well 
mounted, defeat a teaitt 
<rf four equally good, or, " 
even better, - f- 

individiudists. . ~ 

A player following did/ 
ball on its exact line hair 
the right of way over 
other pIaym»(wJNH»#£/^' 
or not he hit the 
himself). Any plsy^' 
who crosses <nr 
the right of 

enoii^ in 'j; 

dimge;pous<’0o||ji^^ : ■.;' 
foia.|io ?■; .v; 

'book' an «^i s ?pii| p di!ire^ 


unless he is on the same 
side of the opponent’s 
pony as the 
Dangerous riding or 
stick-work is not 
allowed. A player may 
ride off fairly but must 
not change an opponent 
at an angle of more than 
about 30®. There is no 
offside rule. The severity 
of a penalty depends on 
the degree of the foiil. 

I A fit horse can play 
two and occasionally 
three periods, but not 
I consecutively. For ’high 
! goal’polo, horses need 
{ to be almost racing fit; 
the horse is 70 per cent 
responsible fpr success 
or failure. Most 
tournaments are played 
jOa handicap. Only 
international and open 
‘tournaments are 
J^l^ptions to this 
':^ip«ralization. The , ^ 
t- tu^^pDlo comes h*om 


pulu, the willow root 
from which the balls 
were and are made in the 
Blast. 

The game spread over 
Asia to China and Japan 
but by the niijieteenth 
century it survived only 
in a few mountain areas 
in the north-west and 
north-east frontiers of 
India, away from the 
main currents of 


invasion and disaster. In 
some of these places, 
such as Hunza and 
Gilgit, it is still played in 
the original form on the 
small local ponies. 

The game was 
discovered by visiting 
British offioers who 
adopting it with 
enthusiasm, began to 
establish polo clulis in 
India; the first Ca^utta, 



I still exists and 
celebrated its centenary 
in 1962. Indian princes 
soon took up the game 
and they and the Army 
were Its pilncipal 
supporters in India from 
that time on. 

Capt. Sherer first 
organized the game in 
Assam, India, in the 
18508 and was thus the 
father of mcxlem polo. It 
was originally played on 
ponies of ab^t i d 
hands withtive to seven 
players on each side. 

mcxlern rules of 
polo were developed first 
by the Hurlingham CStdi 
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T his week we will 
discuss the 
chudan-gyaku- 
: tsuki. Although it is a 
I movement very similar 
to the . 

jodan -gyak u-tsuki 
which we discussed last 
week, hero we do not 
! throw a punch to the 
chin, but to the 
mid-section 

Also, like last week, 
here too there is one 
change While we have 
been starting from a 
gidan-barai, or the 
downward block, for all 
our movements so far, 
we nOw throw a punch 
from the same position 
too That means, this 
one has you punching 
with your left hand 
while your right foot is 
forward and vice versa 
Starting with your left 


foot forward, throw a 
middle punch, to the 


solar plexus of your 
oppionent, with your 


right hand. Then move 
the right leg forward, 
place it firmly in front of 
you and punch with 
your left hand. On 
completion of three 
steps forward, cross the 
back leg behind you, 
swivel on the ball of your 
rear foot and turn 
around. (The footwork 
diagram given last week 
applies here too) 

As you complete the 
turn, your hands should 
perform a gidan-barai 
and then punch with the 
hand opposite to the foot 
that is in front now 
Repeat the three punch 
sequence while 
moving forward with 
each punch 

By SMvali Ganniiy. 
Kyoicushinkal'lian karate 



Chudan>gyaku-t8uki: throw three punches to the mid-seotion (with the hand opposite to the 
foot that Is in front) while moving forward one step with each punch. Swivel on the ball of the 
rear foot, turn, perform a gidan-bari and repeat sequence 
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The Second 
Innings 


IVijen Bins rang up 
SaroJ the morning of 
the rest day it was the 
i second time in three 
\,days that she called to 
say Rosa was inis- 
: sing. 

The previous even- 
i ing Bhabani went 
I with Shankar to 
! Bina's house. Bina 
I said Rosa went out 
} With Bhabani and 
i Shankar after the 
party. Rosa was sup- 
I posed to return after 
i dropping them to 
{ their hotels. 
j She didn't. Bina 
I spent a worried, 

\ sleepless night wait- 
j ing for her. Still, she 
I did not return. 

Then she rang 
SaroJ up for help. 
SaroJ knew he was 
helpless. There was 
nothing he could do 
SaroJ thought he 
would say that 
I straight to Bina and 
' put the phone down. 

I But he did not He 
I changed his mind, for 
\ a thought Just struck 
! him. He wanted to 
; meet Bina, and sort 
j out a question that 
I had long been haunt- 
j ing him...He asked 
Bina to come over. 

\ Together they would 
go to loctk for Rosa. 
But before that SaroJ 
must know who Rosa 


By Moti Nandy 


T he knock on the 
door was 
impatient, 
anxious Bina had 
taken less than half an 
hour to come She must 
have driven at a 
breakneck speed, Saroj 
guessed, and now as he 
got up to answer the 
dcKir, he fell relieved 
Happy loo Bina still 
evokes a kind of 
happiness in him that 
Saroj could never i eally 
fathom 

Bina came in without 
a word She was 
breathless, tense Saroj 
asked her to sit, relax 
"Have some tea,” Saroj 
said 

"No, no Saroj, we've no 
time, " Bina declined 
immediately, almost 
getting up from the 
chair, trying to convey 
the urgency "We must 
gorightaway No one 
knows what’s happened 
to Rosa Those two 
scoundrels please 
h u rry up SarPI Wo m ust 
go now,” she pleaded 
To Bina’s utter 
surprise. Saroj 
remained unmoved 
SIowl.y, he walked about 
the room, picking his 
papers, notebooks, files, 
looking for his 
cigarettes And when he 
got them he walked back 
to his bed and sat, 
relaxed, unhurried, 
sensing all the while the 
surprised, impatient 


eyes that were 
regarding him closely 
■‘Scoundrels'^ 
Yesterday’s heroes, 
today’s scoundrels'^ 
Saroj said, scathingly, 
"Come on, Bina, you 
cannot change your 
mind so fast ’’ 

Bina was shocked, b.y 




the dryness, the lack of 
sympathy in Saroj’s 
voice She wondered if 
Saroj was angry, little 
knowing that she would 
soon be facing the full 
blast of Saroj’s pent up 
rage 

"Well, shall we move 
now?" Bina asked, 
timidly, trynjg to 
change the topic 

"Oh, no let’s have 
some coffee first or tea I 
think we can have some 
breakfast also,” 
nonchalant, Saroj went 
out of the room, ordered 
breakfast, and then once 
again started pacing up 
and down the room, now 
taxing Bina’s patience 

“I can’t go anywhere 
before having at least a 
cup of tea,” Saroj 
informed 

"But Saroj you must 
know you have a lot of 
responsibility All this 
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.vould not have 
Liappened if you had not 
introduced Rosa to 
Bhabani,” Bina accused 
Saroj, mindlessly It was 
a mistake 
A fuse jnside Saroj 
blew. He fought hard to 
control his anger “Me, I 
did it? You hold me 
responsible”, Saroj was 
shouting at the top of 
his voice, “You. you 
Bina, you spoilt Rosa, 
you went as crazy about 
Bhabani as your 
teenaged daughter You 
behaved like a kid Now. 
you have to pay for your 
mistake Be prepared, 
Bina, you still don't 
know what IS there in 
store for you Be 
Prepared for the worsi,," 
Saroj was fuming 
“Who said we went 


crazy about Bhabani'^ 

We just wanted to invite 
him to dinner, just one 
evening " Bina tried to 
explain 

“And you got so 
carried away that you 
even forget to call me 
when Bhabani went to 
your house,' .Saroj 
charged Bina 

‘But I did call .vou I 
phoned and asked you to 
come'over, Bma 
protested “You said 
you’re busy, you had 
some work 


“But you were 
supposed to pick me up 
You had said, 
rememlier'^” Saroj said. 

“But what to do'’ 
Nothing was 
preplanned no dinner 
was fixed Bhabani 
landed up uninvited, 
witli Rosa .ind Shankar 
1 didn't know 
"That's the mistake 
you made, Biiia That’s 
when you .should have 
been caieful When 


Bhabani was getting so 
involved You should 
have realised that he had 
something in his mind 
You are a mother You 
should have realised 
that scoundrel was after 
Rosa And you let Rosa 
go around with him 
You were starstruck," 
Saroj piointed his finger 
at Bina, “You, you are 
responsbilo for this, you 
ruined Rosa, you ruined 
my daughter ” 

This was thunderbolt 
For the next few 
moments the silence in 




' Mil' lonni W.i.s chock mg’ 

H or a la icl wliilc, Saro) 
, 111(1 fhna wi.shcfl tlii.s 
(oki ■ui^'uishcci inocmnn' 
(lid not |ust, exist Fora 
■ briel while, they could 
. not meet each otlier's 
i eyes 

j Then t.hna spoke, her 
! voice dry, feeble, “What 
I do you mean'-’ Are you 
! niad'^ 

I "No, I'm sane, quite 
; sane, Biria, and you 
I mustii'l liide the truth 
I anymore 1 won't let 
j .you," Saroj botinied, the 
I blast ol his anger now 
sapping the colour off 
Bum's face Saroj knew 
ttu; time had come, the 
moment of truth 

Bina’s lips tiembled. 

Her head, still held in 
her hands, swung, in 
one desperate effort of 
denial ‘No, no Saroj, 
you're wrong Mr Hao is 
Rosa's father 

“But didn't you say 
you were pregnant, 
when you saw me last'-’ 
Say, say Hina," Saroj 
imploj'ed 

"I lied" 

“Oh why'^ Why did j 
you tell such a big I le, 1 i 
don't believe it," Saroj j 

said, holding his head, ! 

sagging slowly into his j 

seat 

“To put pressure on 
you, Saroj, to put j 

pressure on you to j 

marry me I was in love | 

with you Believe me, 1 
loved you, and I wanted 
to be with you forever, 

1 all my life That's 
! wtiy 

Hiii.i stai t(>d when 
S.ii'oi's laughter 
exploded on her ears j 

She .saw S,iroj was ! 

hv sleric 

' Believe vou Bina 
Bi'hcve von 1 wish I 
could You loved me, eh*^^ 
You wei o desperate to 
marry me so desperate 
that you told such a 
massive he 1 m telling 
you, Bina, you are Iving 


I now What you said 18 
years ago was true," 
Saro) suddenly 
I stiffened, stopping to 
I laugh Then, glaring 
I down at Bina, he said, “1 
know your story The 
t r u e sto ry How yo u 
cheated me " 

Bina shivered briefly, 
not merely from the 
morning chill She lifted 
her chin to look up at 
Saroj There was no 
mistaking the cei'tainty, 
j the arrogance, the pride 
j of a man who knew the 
j ti'uth She saw Saroj 
! approach and stop 
I lieforo her, and now 
j when he spoke his voice 
i was low and calm He no 
I longer needed to raise it 
j to be heard "Now, give 
me the truth, Bina, give 
me ni.v daughter, " he 
j said 

! Hina tro'/^e, her mind a 
I confusion of doubts and 
! fear "I lorbid you to talk 
! like that," she said, 
j uncertain of herself, her 
i voice lowered to a husky 
I whisper 

“But I must know it, 
the truth,” Saroj came 
clo.ser, his face flushed 
with excitement, his 
voice thick in 
expectation 

"Please, she 
whispered, “please 
stop," Bina dropped her 
eyes, no longer able to 
look at him 

“But, Bina, this is 
my ■' Saroj could not 
finish when he saw Bina 
swiftly pick up her bag 
and rush towards t he 
dexjr 

Then she felt a 
numbness she had not 
felt before She stopped, 
and standing alone at 
the centre of the room, 
Saroj quietly watched 
her drop to her knees, m 
a pxjsture of surrender, 
her whole body 
convulsed by the 
uncontrollable passion 
that was now bursting 


through her eyes in 
large beads of silver 
tears. And through the 
buzzing in her ears, she 
heard Saroj, "Bina, this 
perhaps is the last time 
we met I must know.” 

Still weeping, Bina 
nodded, at last, and then 
in an overwhelming 
rush of emotion, she 
i said, "What could I have 
{ done, Saroj, I was 
j helpless when even 
I you refused to marry 
me ” 

For one long moment 
Bina and Saroj looked 
transfixed into each 
j other's eyes, feeling as 
j though all their lives 
I they had this one 
j rendezvous to 
! keep this chilly winter 
I morning in Delhi As 
I though it had been 
; destined from the 
moment they met 18 
; years ago 

I T took them Ic.ss than 
20 minutes to reach 
! Shankar's hotel 
i Running breathlessly 
i up the stairs, they 
, reached room no 201, 

I and found the door 
I locked from inside 
! Saroj knocked 
i impatiently 
I No one answered 
; Saroj pushed the calling 
j bell button Once, twice, 

I thrice again and 
I again incessantly 
I Then he heard 
something moving 
inside. Someone with 
uncertain hands trying 
to unbolt the door 
It was Shankar 
kxiking leaden-eyed at 
them from behind the 
door Saroj pushed his 
way in, Bina following 
The room was filled with 
a strange smell, a thick 
knot of smoke hovering 
all over Saroj knew 
what it was. 

Shankar was still 
staring at them, like a 
dumb brainless beast, 
unable to understand 


what was happening 
Saroj caught him by the 
collar, without talking. 
It workcid Still 
speechless, he managed 
to raise his hand and 
point to the other room 
Saroj rushed in. 

There, Rosa was lying 
on the floor 
unconscious, fier hair 
dishevelled, her 
garments in disarray 
And on the low cot next 
to her, Bhabani was fast 
asleep 

Saroj started when he 
heiard Bina scream, now 
rushing to her 
daughter, trying to 
understand the trauma 
that liefell her Saroj 
knew there was not 
much time to waste He 
pushed Bina aside, took 
Rosa up in his arms and 
ran 

Bina followed him. 
still crying Saroj told 
her to calm down She 
would have to drive fast 

The match took a 
dramatic turn on the 
third day After New 
Zealand piled up a 
massive total of 339 in 
blitzkreig fashion, 
pulping the Indian 
bowling, Bhabani and 
Sharma came in to open 
It was Sander-son again 
who struck early 
Sharma was out first 
ball of his second over, 
Bhabani fell two balls 
later The Indian 
innings was about to 
collapse 

When Bhabani played 
his last ball, Saroj had 
his binoculars trained 
on him He swiped at it, 
aimlessly He missed 
And Edgar broke his 
stumps. S^oj saw there 
was no remorse in'his 
face, no pain, no regret. 
Saroj knew that was the 
beginning of the end. 

(Cornriuded) 

Ad«i»t«dby 
Suprakash Ghoahal 
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Futile 


Y our cover ntory was a f'utiU' 
exercise {Spui tsworld, 251 h 
Jan), winch hardly served any 
fruitful purpose Of the ten 
leading' cricketing per.sonahties 
chosen for naming the 15 
cricketers, only three or four 
qualify for the gi'.ule 

Moreover, your so-called 
experts are unanimous on at least 
10 out of 1,5 cricketers, then what 
IS the need for wasting tin; space 
by publishing separate lists You 
could have simply excluded the 10 
cricketers who feature in all the 
lists and could have reduced the 
number of cricketers to say, 8 or 
to This would have taken the 
gross figure to say 20 or 25. at the 
most 

! And, these 20 or 25 cricketers 
! career-sketches could have been 
i d r.iwn out with the statistics of 
i then achievements This would 
I have made the cover-story more 
eoiiipact, comprehensive and 
useful 

Moreover, how authoritative are 
Romi Dev, Kirti Auad and the like‘s 
Romi Dev could not proceed after 
5 while Azad stopped after 11. 

Lastly, 1 must say that I enjoyed 
the Abdul Qadir interview, the 
Freewheeling and Bedi’s column 
B GANLSH. 

Jamshedpiu' 

__ 


MAILBAG^^H 


Senseless 


INDIA'S dismal pcrlormanc'O at 
the ic'f.ently concluded Indiia 
Gandhi Memor lal Gold Cup 
hockey tournament was because 
of senseless selection Ifour 
i ci'icket selectors are a bunch of 
jokers’, then they have 
company actually it is difficult 
todistinguish which party is 
more senseless (the cricket or the 
hix'key selectors) 

Firstly. 1 don’t undeistand the 
dropping of Mohammed Shahid 
Also, seveialothei ‘in-f’orm’ 
veterans were dropped while 
manj' out-of-foi m’ pl.ryers were 
retained 

Intei'estin intf'rnatioiiaJ hockey 
is alread,y at such a low elib and it 
our side continues to perform so 
indifferently, hockey will eollaiise 
as a national game 
SA MIR MARX MAHAJA N 
New Delhi 


Myopia 

Analysing the pet lorm,nice of 
Old' hockey team at the rei eiitly 
coiichidi'd Indna Ganillii 
Invitation Inlernattonal 
tournament, our hoekey team did 
everything on earth but seore 

Players like Dhyan Ghand and 
Roop Singh will be turning in 


Sporis w oHd 

Available By Post 

(INLAND) 

Ks lor a year i'’)2 issues); Ks sll-4 
lor J ye,IIS (11)4 issues) ,\n annu.il 
s,u ing of Ks ■>() on the nevvstand 
pm e I’osl.ige tree 

Address your order to: 

The Circulation 
Manager 

Ananda Bazar Patrika Ltd 
6, Prafulla Sarkar Street 
Calcutta 700001 

Please draw your demand 
draft'cheque in favour of: 
Ananda Bazar Palrika Ltd, Calcutta 
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then graves to note that Indian 
lux key has reached newer depths 
of jiathel ie form 

They could not score by even the 
simplest method the penalty 
stroke 

Gf eouise. the pessimists will 
argue that the com pet ition today 
at the highest level of the game is 
much more intense than ever 
before But .sucer'ss against 
intense compel it ion is what sports 
IS all about, isn’t it,‘' 

I am willing to sponsor a 
goal-scoring competition with a 
very high prize money for our 
current luxikey superstars 
knowing fully well that I have 
nothing to lose Oui- illusti'ious 
forwards and backs will not be 
able to .sc ore any goals at all 

Wo must do something drastic 
in order to get over this scoring 
m.vopia 

DKBASIIISH MAJUMDAR. 
Dalcuttii 


End Of Golden Career 

Prakash Padukone has 
.uniounced Ins i et ii ement It is 
I he (‘lid of a goldi'ii career 
Prakash was the first Indian 
player to prove that the Chine.so 
players could be di'feated 'I’he 
handsome star won the 
All-Fngland championships in 
1980 The futu re of Indian 
badminton .seems to be bleak 

Syed Modi is dead, Prakash 
Padukone is retired and now there 
IS only ’Virnal Kumai’ left, to do 
battle on the international scene. 
SOU MIT DAS. 
tVesf Bengal 


Great 


Shivaji Ganguly's article on 
Kyokushinkaikan style of karate 
was great, but alas, far too short 
Couldn’t we have him disclose a 
few more action-packed moves to 
practise till the next issue. 

Please convey our thanks to 
Shivaji Ganguly for successfully 
organising the 2nd All India Free 
Contact karate tournament for the 
coveted Oyama Cup 

BHASKAR BASU. 

Riyadh, 

Saudi Arabia 





QUIZ/CHESS/BRIDGE I 


QUESTIONS 

I In the first unofficial Test series 
against Sri Lanka (1974) only one 
Indian cricketer got a ton, but 
ironically, he never played an 
official Jest thereafter Who is 
he? 

? Two brothers won the Wimbledon 
men's singles title nine times in all 
and each of them won it for 
successive times Who were 
they? 

) Rod Laver won the Wimbledon 
four times, but there was a gap 
between his second and tfnrd 
victory How do you account for 
that? 

I Who was the first player to 
develop the role of 'sweeper' in 
modern football? 

) The manager of a World Cup 
(soccer) winning team was 
known as 'the Little Ant' Who is 
he? 

) When was the South American 
Cup (The Copa Libertadores de 
America) first contested? 

' Beckenbaur missed a penalty 
kick in a crucial final However, 
eventually his team won Can you 
say when this happened? 

5 What does the term 'double 
cover' mean in modern tootball? 

ANSWERS 

Gopal Bose He scored 104 in the 
first Test at Colombo 

' RF Doherty (1897-1900) and 
HL Doherty (1902-1906) 

I Laver who won the Wimbledon in 
1961 -62 and 1968-69 could not 
participate in the intervening 
years because of the then 
existing ban on professional 
players 

• Franz Beckenbauer 

I Mario Zagalo was nicknamed 
‘Formiguinha (the Little Ant) 
because he always maintained a 
high work rate 

I 1960 

' In the European Cup-winners' 

Cup final against Rangers in 
1967 

1 The term is used to describe two 
defenders covering one 
defender 

anjit Chose 

CHESS 

tertain opening traps are so 

ilausible that it is no surprise that 


tliere are always new victims 
coming along However, in this 
game from the massive US Open 
at Portland, Oregon, White drew 
back in time, producing a highly 
entertaining encounter 
White Waxman Black McCormick 
Albin Counter Gambit 
1 d4 d5 2 c4 e5 3 dxe5 d4 4 e3? Bb4 f 5 Bd2 
dxe3 6(la4-r 

The trap is a Bxb4 exf2-i-7 Ke2 
fxgl -N-l when White cannot take 
the new knight due to Bg4 -t 
Obj,actively 6 dxe3 is best, but the 
text looks a gxxid try 

6.. .NC6 7 Bxb4 exf2 i 8 KxK Qd4 1 
Ariuisiug first White do€:s not 
know the opening (4 Nf3and 5 g3) 
and then Black, who chose the 
gambit, inis.ses 8 Qh4-I- 9 g3 
Qd4 t and White loses t he Bli 1 in 
some variations 

9 Kel ah4 t 10 Kdl Bg4 + 11 Ne2 0.0.0001 
12Bd2 Nh613 Nc3 Nf514 Kcl Rxd2 
White has an uncomfortable 
position despite the ext ra piece, so 
this further investment of 
material is no surpri.se 
15 Kxd2 Rd8' 16 Nd5 

Or 16 Kc2 Nfd4-t 17 Nxd4 Nxd4 1- 
18 Kcl Qel+ 19 Ndl Bxdl 20Qxdl 
Nb3 winning 

16.. .Bxe217 Bxe2 Rxd5-t 18 cxd5 (18 Kc2 
Qe4 1 or 18 Kcl Qf4 f ) I8...0xa419 
dxc6 af4 f 20 Kc2 Qe4 i 21 Kd2 OdSi 22 
Kel Ne3! 

The smoke has eleaied a little and 
with materia! ecuahty the white 
king IS still under attack 23 cxb7 + 
axb7 24 Kd2 Nxg2 25 b3 Qd5 4 26 Kc2 
Ne3 f 27 Kc3 (Ue5+ 28 Kd2 0d4 1 29 Bd3 
Nd5 30 Radi Nb4 White resigns 31 Kc 2 
Nxd3 threatening queen cheek on 

oA 

\ .. 

Bernard Catferty 


Slack 



BRIDGE 

Two of the best hands from the 
World Junior Championship, 
played in Holland and won by the 
home team, were described in the 
IBPA Bulletin by Tommy 
Sandsmark of Norway The first 
was in a pre-tournarnent rubber 
game 


'' A 7 i 3 
.■> A Q S 5 

A Q 


A 0 


4» J 10 9 M 2 

c.-' 0 j 9 i, h : 

w i 

:p _ 

C> J ? 


0 10 7 3 

A 6 6 3 

!> 

K J 10 5 


A 5 4 
ft 4 

: k 9 5 4 
A A 0 / i 2 

Alter Kasl had opened with a weak 
two sfiades Nortti South promoted 
themselves into 6NT West led a 
spade With 11 tricks on top, 

South ducked a heart at trick 
two good play Now West failed 
to find a clut) switch and there was 
a dpuble squeeze at the finish 
when East had to hold a spade and 
West a heart, with clubs all round 
them The next deal contained 
m.vsteries you will never solve 

V . * ■ b 

0 " j 
A 4 Q q 


C' Q 1C S 3 
C' 9 6 5 
A J '6543 


A A K C »C 9 S 6 3 


Some peculiar bidding, in an 
Individual, ended in South 
playing six spades doubled As his 
•side had bid and supported 
diamonds. West took it into his 
head to lead the 2 of clubs 
Dummy's queen held and the 
German declarer’s next play was a 
low heart from duniin.v East 
inserted the 10 an unimaginable 
play- and South ducked 
Now East, thinking that his 
partnei’ had led a singleton 
originally, returned a club, on 
which South drscarded a diamond. 
Now ace ot hearts, dropping the 
king, ace and 8 of spades, run jack 
of hearts, ruff the queen, and 
return to the 4 of spades to obtain 
one more discard 

Boris Schapiro 


c ,■ 

O ' ' 1 10 s « 

* K 9 I 5 
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O N rciilic Ojui'I on 
the h; Ht (lay of tlu; 
1 OHO Aii.stralian 
(Jpcn, Slobodan 
/ivojivonu’ wasn't being' 
very scH'nlirii;, but lu; 
was cxpet mienting all 
the same, Irying to sec- 
how many times his 
rnma racquet would 
IxmiK.c on the Hebouiid 
A<,e sLiilaee il he hurled 
It with all the wiath he 
could muster 

t liven that he is 1911 
cm and a shade under 
lOO kg. the experiment 
was going- rather well 
d’he racciuet was taking- 
the strain veiy well and 
if the Puma ropresenta- 
tivr's had b('en keen on a 
n e w m a r k e 1 1 n g 

stiat(*gv, this littli- tab¬ 
leau, if committed to 
videotape, would no 
doubt have boosted sales 
figures ai'ound the tcm- 
nis glolK' 

Zivoj movie had led thi- 
obscure Australian 
Kicliard Fromberg 4 (1 
III till' first set tiebreak, 
only to lo.se it Thc'ii, 
down a break in the 
second set and strug¬ 
gling to find any sort of 
rhythm the giant 
Yug(jslav gave cent to 
his frustration Inevil- 
ablv, he was wai ned for 
racquet abuse, yet 
seemed startled by the 
fact that the umpire had 
castigated linn Striding 
to the service line, he pu'. 
both arms out, palms 
laisi'd, in sufipheation 
High up in the stands, 
a ionc'voice cried "C'arn. 
geddonwif ('riiis. 
'I.('".(• uninitiated in 
- . sicrii’s ol the All 

■' 'll dr.icc 1, t ra iis- 
1,|'-- into '('ome on. 
Hi O' '"t on with It 
t i"c 11 1 on /ico|inu- 
V ic so .. hi ilaci' in his 
St'ia me pi ',\ei Fi ustr.i- 
t ion I (ai! 1 lined t' > boil 
over tint li :,s liei]ucnlly 
tJiali t'.'foii 

Vo 1 u III e control 





turned up, tie bellowed 
loudly after a long fore¬ 
hand, but even tins tor¬ 
tured shout was lost in 
the crowd as the 

spectators cheered 
P'romtHTg- 

At one change of ends 
early m the seeond set, 
while the Australian 
seemed poised to take a 
two sets to one lead , 
Zivojmovic sat slunqxid 
m his chair Wrenching 
off his sodden shirt, he 
hurled it to the growing 
IDile of flotsam at tns 
feet Continuing tci 
glower at the synthetic 
surhu-e, he ignored the 
well whistles tht i-ehoed 
around the stadium 
court 

He look a new shirt 
out ol his overflowing 
kitbag and pulleci it 
savagely over his head 
as if he would prefer to 
np il cleanly in half in¬ 
stead 

In a hurry, and with a 
towel still between tiis 
thighs, he made his way 
to the baseline to serve 
Taking tbreo balls, ne 
bounced each on the taut 


strings of his racquet as 
if trying to gauge which 
to discard 

Ills concentration at a 
higher pitch than be¬ 
fore, the giant began to 
serve his way out of 
trouble 

It wasn’t easy going 
The rhythm that had de- 
,sertcd him proved elu¬ 
sive Voicing his de¬ 
spair, he shook his head 
and, resoiting to that 
quaint Zivojinovic habit, 
eyeballed the crowd 
while he petitioned the 
gods of tennis 

His frustrated mumb¬ 
ling became more appa- 
I'cnt when he was down 
2-4, O 4f) in the second 
set apparently staring 
defeat m the lace Gesti¬ 
culating hopcle-ssly after 
hitting a forehand long, 
he either ignored or 
laded to .see the humour 
m .the advice shouted 
down by one fan “Don't 
woiry. be happy” 

Il worked Had he lost 
another point in the 
game. PT'ombeig would 
have been up h-2 in the 


In the interview room 1 point out he was venting 
his wrath in his own language. What had he been 
saying. He stammers and says: “You better don’t 
transalate it 




second after winning 
the opening set. Yet the 
Yugoslav, under press¬ 
ure, found his timing, 
hie confidence and the 
court geometry he 
needed so desperately to 
halt the Fromberg 
charge 

Back in control, he 
still had his«monients of 
ten.sioii in the third set 
On one occasion, irked 
by what he thought was 
an unfair line call, he 
stood for several mo¬ 
ments on the ba.seline, 
glaring at the spot 
where he thought the 
ball had landed Then, 
scratching pointedly at 
the mark with his toe, he 
asked the umpire sar¬ 
castically “Did you see 
the ball‘d’' 

No real dissension, 
hence no reaction from 
the chair Zivojinovic, 
master of the art of 
brinkmanship, knew ex¬ 
actly where to back off 

Two and a half hours 
aftoi- the first ball had 
been struck, he was 
through to the second 
round It had been a 6-7, 
6-4, 6-2, 6-3 struggle, 
but the Yugoslav, as if 
celebrating his escape, 
hammered three aces in 
the last game, ending 
the match with a tally of 
22 

In the interview room, 

I ventured to point out 
that during the match 
he had continually 
evaded the threat of ver¬ 
bal abuse by venting his 
wrath in his own lan¬ 
guage What had he 
been saying’'’ 

grins, this man 
the nine-syllable 
lame Suddenly contrite 
nd boyish, he stam¬ 
mers, losing control of 
/hat IS normally better- 
han-average English' 
You better don’t trans- 
ite it ’’ 
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Relaxation in medical 
examination rules 


Simplified formalities 

REVIVAL CAMPAIGN 
FOR LAPSED POLICIES 
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You insured your life because you wanted the maximum financial security 
for your family. To ensure this, you must pay your premiums regularly 
and keep your policy in full force. 



Just in case, for some reason, you have not paid your premiums and your 
policy has lapsed, now is the time to make amends. Revive your policy 
immediately and ensure full protection for your family. 

To encourage revivals LIC has launched an intensive Campaign. Revival 
is much simpler now than before. 

The nearest LIC branch or an LIC agent will help you complete the 
formalities. Act today. 

In the service of the people— 
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SILLYPOINTBY TRISHANKU 


The Bush-Amritraj Scheme 


Tlie White House in Washington. The 
euphoria of the Bush swearing-in still 
lingers. But work has already begun and 
aides from different departments are 
telephoning, dictating memos, arranging 
meetings and so on. 

We are now in the State department 
where the Secretary of State, James Baker 
is holding a meeting with some of his top 
aides: 

Baker: I see the congratulatory cables are still 
flowing in. Now enough is enough, don't spend too 
much time with them. There’s work to do. 

Aide I: Yes, chief. We could use the shredding 
machine more on these memos. 

Baker; I hope calls have been put to the world leaders 
acknowledging their greetings to the President. 
Sometimes, communication is difficult and we 
should not appear late 

Aide 2: That’s all taken care of, chief. All recorded 
messages of the President hav^ been communicated 
to world leaders. Thatcher in Britain, Kohl in 
Germany, Takeshita in Tokyo, Ms Bhutto in 
Islamabad, Gandhi in 
New Delhi, Assad in 
Damascus and that new 
guy Premadasa in 
Colombo 

Baker (Frowning). Who 
did you say the message 
was sent to in New 
Delhi? 

Aide 2: Why, Indian 
Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi. 

Baker Well, someone has 
goofed up. Bush did not 
want to send a message 
to Gandhi. He wanted to 
communicate with 
someone else. 

AMe 2: But, chief how can 
that be? His message 
was about disarmament, 
and Gandhi is the 
country’s Prime , 

Minister. 

Baker These Indians 
always create such 
prohlems. ikxik. 

President Bush wanted 
his message to go not to 
Gandhi, but to their- 
tennis player, Amritraj. 

Yq^ knpw that chap who 
usi^ tohan^ aiuund 
ithis olfioe„ . 



when Shultz was in charge? 

Aide 4: Oh, that guy. Chief, you should have seen 
some of the TV programmes he made. ..Ugh! 

Aide 2: But chief, why should the president want to 
send a message to this tennis player rather than the 
country’s Prime Minister? 

Baker: All Presidents have some weakness or other. 
And you can't question their actions. You know, the 
President is crazy about tennis, very soon the place 
will be crawling with Chris Evert and the like. 

Aide 1: So long they keep McEnroe out. I’m game for 
everyone else. 

Baker: Look, the President feels he can vibe better 
with this Amritraj guy. Perhaps, that follows the 
briefing he had with Shultz before he moved into the 
White House. 

Aide 3: But how can a tennis player who produces 
very bad films be an expert on disarmament? 

Baker. I checked with George before he quit. He is 
quite taken in by this Amritraj. They have played 
tennis once in a while and according to Shultz, this 
guy knows a thing or two about disarmament And 
Shultz feels it would be easier to work through 
Amritraj than Prime Minister Gandhi, who has 
refused to sign the NPT 

Aide 3; The President 
thinks of the future. His 
judgement should be 
correct. 

Baker There are other 
advantages too Unlike 
his PM, Amritraj is in 
the US. most of the time 
So It would be easier for 
us to approach him and 
put forth our views on 
disarmament, Gandhi, 
I’m told, is out of the 
country most of the time 
and may not be all that 
accessible. 

Aide 4; That’s a good 
point, chief, let’s 
Redirect our message to 
Amritraj. 

Baker Amritraj has 
another plus point, his 
brotherly feelings. I am 
told he would not play 
for his country, unless 
his 40-year,old brothfer 
IS also roped in. We, in . 
America, adihir^pwple 
who stand by their 
families, the Bush 
campaign stressed that. 
So let’s send that 
message to Vijay and get 
his feedback. 
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WAS MOHIlMDER AMARIMATH BEHIND HIS OWN SACKING? 






I T has never ceased to amuse 
how critics can never be 
satisfied. Those of the cricketing 
kind will always fault the 
selection of a team, whether 
justified or not This occasion is 
no exception 

Some have accused the selectors 
of having banked excessively on 
expierience Others have been 
I critical of the policy of betting on 
youth The fact is that the team for 
the West Indies has been neither 
by itself, a blend of both 
The selectors have reincarnatecl 
T. A Sekhar at almost 33. Roger 
Binny in his 34th year, have 
retained Arun Lai also in his 34th 
year and persisted with the 
proven mottle of K Srikkanth, 
Shastri, Kapil Dev and 
Azharuddin The last few are old 
in experience If not in years 
If you can overlook these stray 
cases, the side is weighted 
towards the younger lot Sidhu is 
25, Shastri 26, More 26, Chetan 
Sharmaand Maninder Singh 3.3 
Arshad Ayub, Ilirwani. Ajay 
Sharma, Sanjay Manjrekar and 
WV Raman are only in the second 
season in international cricket 
Amongst the chosen 23, Sanjay 
Sharma, Robin Singh, 

Venka tram ana, Syed Saba Karim 
and Salil An kola have yet to play a 
Test 

So much for age The bowling 
strengths in the 23 are split more 
or less evenly as far as pace and 
spin are concerned Mam nder 
Singh figures as the left-arm 
orthodox bowler, Venkatramana 
and Ayub bowl off spin and 
Hirwani right-arm leg spin 
Shastri figures as the all-rounder 
spinner with Ajay Sharma and 
Raman capable of putting in short 
spells 

To strengthen Kapil Dev’s h 9 .nd, 
the selectors have preferred a 
heavy dose of experience (sic), 
Binny has been called out of 
virtual international extinction 
and Sekhar appeared in his last 
Test match, of the only two he has 
played, six years ago Sekhar’s 
inclusion is in deference to Dennis 
Lillee’s wizened opinion, he 
certified his ‘ward’ as being 
opening bowler material to rub 
shoulders with Kapil Dev- -and 
the Indian selectors paid homage. 



Mohinder with former selector 
Manmohan Sood at Dhaka; 

The folks at MRF must have 
showered with champagne 


The irony of the selection is that 
one of the best Indian batsmen will 
also be going to the West 
Indies—but in a different 
capacity (reminiscent of Geoff 
Boycott when the West Indies 
were thrashing England in the 
islands 111 1985-86) Mohinder 
Ainarnath 

Amarnath, to be fair to the 
Board, was instrumental behind 
his own sacking He had more 
than an even chance of being on 
the flight with the team to the 
Caribbean after he had been 
summoned to appear before the 
Board’s disciplinary committee on 
29 January, Perhaps keeping his 
inclusion in mind the selection of 
the team was postponed to 31 
January 

Amarnath scuttled his chance 
when, indignant, he walked out of 
his meeting with the Board The 
disciplinary committee had no 
option but to censure Amarnath 
and fine him Rs 20.000, If he had 


put the cash down pronto, the 
selectors may have still 
considered his case 

But Amarnath didn’t, refused to 
even consider it and has been 
quoted as saying he will not pay 
up at all Not surprisingly, his 
name did not figure in the 
selectorial conclave that followed 
That Mohinder Amarnath was 
behind his own sacking cannot bfi 
overstressed, a more conciliatory 
approach towards the Board, a 
wee bit of knee-bending (I know 
this sounds hypocritical but 
imperative if a tour of the West 
Indies was going to be more 
I important than never playing for 
India again) and perhaps even an 
apology would have made the 
selectors softer 

Which is what makes me believe 
that Mohinder Amarnath never 
really wanted to go to the West 
Indies as a player at all He is 
going to make much, much more 
money than he would otherawise 
have had as India’s number three 
batsman by just going to the 
Caribbean to write despatches 
home for a syndication agency As 
a pressman, that is. 

But who knows, perhaps he might 
carry whites in some corner of his 
bag Incase.,.. 

fMudar Patherya I 




'I'VE 
DONE 
THE 

RIGHT THING' 

« 

Dropped from the West Indies tour MOHINDER ‘JIMMY’ 
AMARNATH is not just angry. He is wounded and he is sad. 

And perhaps deep down wondering... Harsha Bhogle had a 
revealing conversation with the cricketer and his lawyer 
Harish Jagtiani five days after the disciplinary committee 
announced a Rs. 20,000 fine 




HARSHA BHOQLE; What really happened at the 
Disciplinary Committee meeting? Old they hear you for 
thirty minutes as the Board says? 

MOHINDER AMARNATH: As a matter of fact, 
there was no hearing. What exactly happened 
was that the members were sitting as I entered. I 
said ‘hello’ to them and they requested me to sit in 
the next room for five minutes. Then they called 
me, after five minutes, and I found that no one 
was talking. They didn’t ask me anything first. 
Then Ghulam saab said, “What do you have to 
say, why are you doing all this?" 

I told him, “I am not fighting with the Board. I 
only think there is a communication gap, 
between the Board and the players. ’’ I agreed with 
the fact that I had called the selectors a bunch of 
jokers, I have never denied that. I did write for 
the Indian Express. But I said that to go further, I 
need my lawyer to be here. They said no, it's 
never happened before. I said all that I want is 
that he should address you. When they said no to 
that, I said okay, let him come and sit next to me 
and rn answer all your questions. They said 
okay, wait for another five minutes. 

So I went again to the next room and sat there, 
and of course, in the meantime I spoke to Harish 
(his lawyer) 

Then they called me again amd said, “Why don’t 
you start? ” And Abbas said. “What do you have to 
say?” I said that I have said whatever I had to in 














*1 think I have done die right thl^ 
I could have, done this a coupte of ye^s' 
ago when I was dropped from the one- 
day team. But because of soma 
•probfems, inchidingmy father^shea^, 
I decided not to go ahead. But this was 
really the height of everything...*’ 


the reply to the showcause notice which you must 
have re^ 

He didn’t seem sure so he said,’ I^et’s hear you 
again. ’ I said once again that I didn’t want to 
repeat everything and that I would answer 
everything provided they allowed my lawyer in. 
They said it had never happened before and they 
couldn’t allow it. So 1 said I’m not a party to this 
meeting, left it at that, and said goodbye to 
everybody! 

HB; So all ttiis took 30 minutes, which is what the Board 
Secretary was talking about. 

MA: I didn’t have a watch but it was closer to 15 
ninutes. 

HJ. It was 15 minutes because I was waiting 
and ‘Jimmy’ was keeping me abreast of what was 
happening 

HB; Did you feel, while you were going in and out that it 
was like a group of doctors discussing a fatal case which 
they didn't want the patient to hear about? 

MA: No, I think they were a bit shocked, or 



(MA tecause I was very 





Anuietuillrimly? Why not five 
br^ix titliar senior players? I had 
maoheif the stage where I wouldn’t 
give a shit lor anybody.” 


surprised, when I said I wanted my lawyer with 
me. Because they were silent for about two 
minutes! 

HB; There was a very Intriguing announcement later 
which said that the fine would be Rs 20,000, but that the 
official letter bad not yet been given to you.. .Have you 
received it at least now? 

MA. I left Delhi the next day and haven't gone 
back there so I don’t know if it has reached or not! 

I even came to know of the figure of Rs 20,000 
from the press Nobody from the Board informed 
me about it. In fact, they haven’t even paid my 
air-fare'! 

HB; Would the stance you have taken have been different 
if you had been midway through your career rather than 
towards the end? 

No. I think I have done the right thing I’ve 
been taking this for quite sometime But how 
long can I take it? I could have done this a couple 
of years ago also when I was droppied from the 
one-day team. But because of some problems, 
including my father’s health, I decided not to go 
ahead. But this was really the height of 
everything, it was getting worse and worse 
everytime. 

HB; Do you think your selection for the West Indies was 
dependant on your paying the fine? In fact, was the 
‘misconduct' issue ever related to the ‘selection’ Issue? 

MA: I think they just wanted me to apologise. 

But I still think I have not done anything wrong. . 

I have just spoken the truth about some people. i 
Look at Raj Singh He hasn’t played a single Test 
30 how come he is a Test selector I agree he is a 
fine student of the game, he li kes to read and he 
likes to talk but we are not selecting a state or 
even a zone side. We are selecting the national 
side. And we must have the right people for the 
right Job. 

HB: Do you then think it is essential that the selectors 
explain their selection policy? Do you think It will solve 
more controversies than create them? 

MA: I don’t think there is anything wrong with 
that really. I think it is the best thing to do. If you 
want to drop somebody, or rest him or try a 
youngster, you must inform the person You 
cannot drop him and then find reasons for it, 
saying you wanted a youngster, or something 
else. 

HJ: They didn't even say that. They said, 'on 
cricketing grounds’. 


HB; As a lawyer, do you think the expression, ‘on cricketing 
grounds' was used to prevent possible legal action, the 
Board Secretary himself being a lawyer? 

HJ No, I don't think it helps their case at ail 
because 'cricketing grounds’ are the only 
grounds you can drop a player on Even 
otherwise, it will be assumed in a court of law 
that it was cricketing grounds That is why, I am 
particularly interested in this statement made by 
Ramesh Saxcna," “after what Mohinder has 
done against us I would never vote for him if his 
name crops up for the West Indies tour ” (Sports 
world, Jan 11-17, 1989) This is exactly what 


would constitute, what is known in law, as 
malafide. Because this would show that the 
considerations for selection of Mohinder 
Araarnath in future are entirely alien to cricket, 
extraneous to cricket. Now, after he made the 
statement against the selectors, the Board went 
out of its way to say that the pendency of this 
disciplinary action does not deter the selectors 
from picking Mohinder Amarnath for the West 
Indies tour. Nonetheless, Ramesh Saxena has 
gone on record as saying that he will not vote for 
Mohinder. ' 

HB; Do you think he was unconsciously saying what they 


WAS MOHINDER BEHIND 


Board sources from Bombay and Delhi told Gautam Bhattacharya their side o 
tour but he was adamant and stubborn. Some feel he wasn’t too eager to go to tl 


W HILE anyone with any cricketing 
knowledge rightly criticises the 
exclusion of Mohinder Amarnath from 
the tour of the West Indies, it would be 
only fare to view the controversy from the 
Board’s side too. Mohlnder’s Bangalore 
outburst against the selectors merely got the 
seledtors backs up. The sympathy of many an 
influential Board member though lay with the 
wronged cricketer. Board officials themselves 
were shocked with Amarnath's sacking from 
the first Test against the Kiwis. They 
understood his frustration and excused his 
'joker* outburst as a heat of the moment 
cqmment. 

Though Mohinder indirectly insulted the 
Board, officials were confident that they would 
get Lala’s son in for the series —^justas 
Board pressure got Sunil Gavaskar back into 
the one day team against the Australians in 
1984. 

Just as it seemed that the fire was dying, 
Mohinder’s sensational interview to the 
Illustrated Weekly hit the stands. 

The Board officials who sympathised with 
the Delhi cricketer decided that, was the last 
straw and that the criticism against the 
government spelt his doom. Yet, through all 
this there was one man who remained on the 
cricketers side—BCCI President Biswanath 
Dutt. Most of his colleagues felt that after what 
Mohinder told the Weekly, there w;m no one 
who could save him. Moreover the interview 
conyinped those who already Imd su^icions 
that Mohinder w£is thinking about ^Ing to 
South Africa. 

With the possibility of Amarnath 
announcing that he was going to South Africa 
looming large, the Board decided to play safe • 
and wait for the ICC meeting on January 23 
before calling Mohinder to,the disciplinary 
committee hearing. 


In the meantime, feelers were sent out to 
Amarnath that all he had to do was make a 
token apology and he would be on his way to 
the Caribbean. The hints to Amarnath were 
obvious. When he was passing through 
Calcutta on his way to play an exhibition at 
Durgapur, someone actually gave Amarnath 
the residence phone number of Dutt and asked 
him to ring the BCCI President. Nothing came 
of that, though Amarnath said he ti ied to get 
in touch but failed. 

Even after all this Amarnath's chances of 
being selected were bright. Firstly, because 
most of the Board officials knew that he was 
needed desperately against the West Indian 
quickies. Secondly, President Dutt was 
pressing the cficketer’s case and trying his 
best to see that the man, who only months ago 
had saved India against Pakistan at Dhaka, 
would be in the team. Moreover, there was a 
flood of letters.in favour of Amarnath flowing 
into the Sport’s Ministry and this had a 

Biswanath Dutt: The BCCI president was eager 
to sbe Mohinder in the team 








had in their mind ail aiong? 

HJ; I think that is the truth. 

HB: Mohinder, were you ever ineligibie for the tour of 
the West indies? 

MA: I don’t know because I don’t really know 
what their policy is! Sometimes I’m good only for 
five day cricket, sometimes only for one-day 
cricket. But this (New Zealand) time I was quite 
sure I would get into the team for the first 'Test. 
Dilip had also discussed the team with me before 
leaving for the selection committee meeting. 
Therefore what hurt me more was that I had faith 
in the captain and suddenly the next day, I am 


out of the team. So even though the selection 
committee did its job, the captain was part of it 
too. 

HB: Do you beiieve one man can Influence a committee? 

MA: Definitely, look at Mr Raj Singh, he is very 
good at talking! 

HB; Do you believe if you had not spoken out during the 
New Zealand series, you would have been In the team to 
the West Indies? 

MA: I spoke out because I was very hurt If they 
wanted to take youngsters then why drop 
Mohinder Amarnath only? Why not five or six 
other senior players. I had reached a stage where 



e story. Amarnath -was graven plenty of chances to apologries and go on the 
^est Indies 


pressuring effect on the Board. 

Yet, in spite of the feelers sent out to him, 
there was no sign of compromise from 
Amarnath. 

When the Board asked Amarnath to appear 
before the disciplinary committee on January 
29, the cricketer replied th^ his lawyer would 
speak for him. In a letter dated January 17 Mr 
Dutt let Amarnath know that his lawyer would 
not be allowed to appear with him. Mr Dutt 
also mentioned that he would be out of 
Calcutta tUl January 29. He gave his contact 
addresses in case Amarnath wished to 
communicate anything to him. (Obviously, 
hoping for an apology). 

It was with this background that Amarnath 
appeared before the disciplinary committee 
(comprising Abbas Ali Baig, AshokMankad, 
Ghulam Ahmed, Madhav RaoScindiaand 
Dutt) at the Taj Palace Hotel in Delhi on 
January 29. 

When Amarnath asked that his lawyer be 
brought into the room, Mr Dutt said that he 
already notified Amarnath about his lawyer In 
hi 9 letter of January 17. To this Amarnath 
retaliated that he had replied to Mr Dutt’s 
letter. Amarnath had sent a letter to Mr Dutt’s 
Calcutta address, in spite of having been told 
in writing not to do so. In fact, Mr Dutt had 
flown straight in from London for the meeting 
in Delhi, and there was no way he could have 
get that letter. 

The cricketers in the disciplinary committee 
repeatedly told Amarnath to drop the issue. 

“ Yeh sub kar ke kya faJda. Aspaa mein 

t^tkerlayenge. What is 

the use of bringing the lawyer into this.” 

But Amarnath insisted on his lawyer 
speaking for him. The cor^nittee then told 
him to wait in the next room ^vhtle they took a 
vote on whether his lawyer would be allowed 
or not. The decision to th,s lawyer out was 


unanimous, since the precedent set would be 
dangerous. When Amarnath was called in and 
told of the decision he decided to walk out, 
saying “then I won’t speak.” 

Even after this, there were efforts to console 
Amarnath. Madhav Rao Scindia told 
Amarnath: Just say sorry. Put yourself in our 
place. Tomorrow if you are a sports 
administrator what would you do in our shoes. 
Just say you’re sorry and it will be all over. ” 

Mr Ghulam Ahmed took Amarnath and his 
lawyer into a room and spoke to thbm for close 
to an hour. 

But Amarnath stuck to his guns. The Board 
felt they had given him a fare chance to repent, 
but he was being too adamant and stubborn. In 
consultation with lawyers they then decided to 
impose a fine of Re 20,000. 

'They feared that if they suspended him, 
Amarnath would bring an injunction against 
his suspension and even atop the Windies tour 
from going ahead. The fine was a punishment 
and at the same time Amarnath could not 
claim that he had been illegally left out of 
the team. It was a matter of selection and he 
did not fit the bill. The Board left it up to the 
selection committee and the men he had called 
‘jokers' were in no mood to let Amarnath off 
the hook. 

“Ladai kar ke kya fayde, you can still say 
you are sorry,” Ghulam Ahmed told him 
Mohinder asked why Gavaskar was let off 
when he called the selectors jokers. He was 
told that Gavaskar did’nt say that at a press 
conference and that the opening batsman 
repented what he said later. 

‘ The Board was actually rather shocked by 
Amarnath’s behaviour. It is believed that 
someone Is lacking Amarnath or that he has 
. something up his sleeve, because why would a 
player who is known to be a thorough 
gentlenian behave in this manner? 




It was a disastrous step to drop 
Mohind^ Am^rnath as be is the 
best player of pace bowling. 

The list has been most annoying 
for every North Indian cricketer. 
Justice was not done to the talent 
in North India. , 




BALWINDER SANDHU 

Indian bowler who was successful in the 
West Indies, 1982-83 

My first reaction is that it’s good 
side except for Amarnath. There is 
no doubt that Mohinder should 
have been there. Nobody else in 
the last ten years has played the 
West Indian pace the way he has. 
As the tour progresses, this side 
will miss Amarnath rnore and 
more: like we missed Vlshy in 
82-83. 


ABBAS All BAIG 

I am a bit reluctant to comment 
on the list of the probables, as I 
was a member pf the diaclpUnary 
committee on the Mohinder 
Amarnath issue. In my opinion, 
we had paved the way ibr 
Mohinder and left it for the BCCI 
to decide The selectors thought 
otherwise. 


AJITWAPEKAR 

Finally, 1 think Amarnath 
should have been there. At his- 
level. I don’t think he needs to play 
to prove himself. Not only will 
Dilip miss him ae a batsman but gs 
an experienced hand too. Oh a ' 
tour of this nature a captain 
always needs someone 
experienced by his side and 
Jimmy would have played that 
role beautifully. But if their mind 
was made up on Jinjmy then 
perhaps Path should have been 


1 wouldn’t give a shit for anybody. And because I 
spoke the truth, the people in power didn’t like 
me. I can still play cricket for another two or 
three years and therefore, should have been in 
the team to the West Indies But now, they are 
giving another excuse saying I have not played 
any cricket for three months But I had informed 
Madan (Lai) that I am very busy with this cricket 
video and that if I finish in time I will definitely 
play. But then, I have not neglected my fitness. I 
cim still doing my regular exercises even though I 
am working 10-12 hours a day. 

HB: Is the Board's contract valid lor players playing a 
particular match or series, or for anybody who has signed 
the contract? 

HJ; According to me, the contract would only 
come into force if the player is selected. It is irfthe 
nature of a contingent contract and the 
contingency is selection for the Test squad. If you 
are not selected, the contract conditions do not 
apply. It is obvious. Ijook at it this way. Only a 
person who is selected to play is remunerated, or 
what in law is called receiving consideration. So a 
person who does not receive consideration is not 
bound by the contract. 

HB: Given aii this, do you think the time has come in 
India to have a futi hedged Ptayers Union I believe such an 
organisation exists loosely today? 

MA Definitely But first of all, the players 
should unite It’s only possible if the players are 
together But I don’t think they’re strong 
enough. If everybody is selfish, or .scared of his 
position in the team, such a thing will not happen 
at all. We have senior members in this side and it 
is they who should be deciding not the juniors 
Let me be very honest, it all depends on the 
captain. He has to take the lead To set the 
example. For example, I believe Dilip has already 
signed the contract (interview conducted on Feb 
3, 1989) If that is so, how can he demand 
anything from the Board? 

HB; Do you think 42 years after independence, the Board 
is doing what the British did in India: divide and rule? 

MA:(laughs) I think it has been like that for 
some time. 

HB; Do you think it’s only a communication gap, or Is It 
one arm of the game saying, ‘look, I’m only a 
communication gap, or is it the other arm of the game 
saying look, I’m stronger than you so you do what I want.' 

MA: Definitely, because they do put pressure on 
the players. And the players are not strong 
enough to retaliate They are scared. They want 
to play cricket for ten years. But they should 
realise that if they are together they can still play 
for ten years. 

HB; Are you bitter, not only with the Board, but with 
players unity also? 

MA: Yes, 1 am bitter. They must get together. 
It’s not too late to sit and discuss with the Board. 
They must realise that this is a hard tour and if 
they don’t get their things done before the tour 
then they will not be able to do anything after it is 
over. 

HB; While on selection, do you believe there should be 
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guidcIhiM tor appointmont ol tolecton. Thera used to be a 
hMia role that said a selector should have played at least 
one Test... 

MA; But you don’t have to have five selectors at 
all! Why not take three g^ood people. Why can’t 
you have people like Pataudi, or Nari Contractor. 
You don’t have to have someone ftxim East 2Sone if 
he has played only one Test. I think you need 
younger people because international cricket is 
very different from what it used to be 20 or 30 
years ago. ’The pressure is so different. I don’t 
know how many Tests Mr Tamhane has played 
but I know Ramesh Saxena has played one and 
Raj Singh none at all.. 

HB: Having come so tar, what next. As far as the BCCI Is 
concerned, the Issue is perhaps closed. But what is Jonimy 
Amamath going to do next? 

MA: Perhaps Harish can answer that best. 

HJ: To go back a bit on the legal angle, there 
were two things in the show cause notice. 
Addressing the press conference at Bangalore 
where he described the selectors as a bunch of 
jokers, and writing for the Indian Express. 

HB: Is tho contract the Board offers to the players a 
legally sound document? 

HJ: No. I think it can be challenged on the 
gnwjunds of being entered into between two 
parties who have unequal bargaining capacity. 
Before that, some of the clauses in the contract 
are, what I would call, unreasonable and unfair. 
It’s definitely a contract between two unequals.. 
The might of the BCCI is writ large all over it. 
Frankly, as a dispassionate emd objective reader, 
which I was, I think it could be couched in 
language which could be a little more dignified. 
The whole language is so uncouth. And so 
enviously dictated from a position of strength. 

HB: But doesn’t a contract have to be fair to both sides? 

HJ: That’s just what I am saying. And in fact, 
the recent trend of court decisions is just this. 

The court says that they will not hesitate to strike 
down clauses of a contract which it considers 
unreasonable provided it is satisfied that the 
contract has bron entered into between two 
persons whose bargaining capacities are totally 
different. That is exactly the case over here. 

HB: Does signing ol the contract imply an acceptance of 
being cornered, and therefore, going by all that such an 
unfair document says? 

HJ: The mere signing of a contract does not. It 
is a contingent contract. If you are selected to 
play for the team, then the conditions apply to 
you. 

HB: Is It very clear then that if you sign the contract, but 
are not in the side, the provisions ol the contract do not 
apply to you? 


13 






























hearing. And in the special conditions of this 
case, a ‘fair hearing' would necessarily postulate 
the right to be assisted by legal counsel It is 
obvious that the Board must have sought legal 
advice in issuing the show cause notice. 
Therefore, they are being aided by a lawyer while 
he has to fend for himself. Secondly, Jimmy has 
admitted to both, calling the selectors a bunch of 
jokers and writing for the Indian Express. The 
only question to be decided was, what is the 
impact of these facts vis-a-vis the contract and 
vis-a-vis the rules and regulations of the Board. 
And that is a purely legal issue. Thus what 
Jimmy was trying to tell then was that you have 
no right, in this situation, to inquire into my 
conduct because my conduct does not fall within 
the purview of the contract, op,within the 
meaning of misconduct as understood by the 
rules and regulations The objection wa;S to the 
jurisdiction. If they can’t inquire into his 
conduct, obviously they cannot fine him. This is 
what he was going to tell them. 

Had we been allowed to re^ly to the Board, my 
reply would have been that ‘misconduct’ is only 
contemplated in Rule 39 which clearly related to 
the ‘misconduct’ of a person on field or on a tour 
or during a match. Therefore, it would not cover 
a situation like this where someone gives vent to 
his feelings. liegally, that would be my reply and 
there is absolutely no answer to that. But I would 
also talk to them from a purely human angle. 
Here they are sitting in adjudication of a person 
who hae given 20 years to the game and who 
throughout his playing career has been known to 
be a mild mannered person. He has always 
accepted all decisions with grace. Now at the end 
of 20 years, immediately after a brilliant 
performance, if you want to drop him, decency 
demands that you put the law aside (the contract 
says that they need not assign any reasons) and 
take him into confidence. 

Now the Board can’t insist on the law on one 
side, saying we are n^ bound to assign any 
reasons for dropping him (not assigning reasons 
does not mean the redsons should not exist), and 
not allow Jimmy to give his side of the law, which 
states that the entire issue of ‘misconduct’ does 
not come within the pUtview of the right. 

Taking all these thjngs into consideration, 
what Jimmy was doing was t^make a comment 
on the method of selectioil. Maybe hischoice of 
word appeared to be a bit harsh. If instead of this 


he had said, stiff upper lip style. The selection 
process leaves much to be desired’, would they 
have hauled him up for misconduct? 

HB; Can one imply from this, that as per the provisions 
of the contract. It Is allowable for the Board to be rude to a 
player but not allowable for him to be rude to the Board? 

HJ; Yes. because they have a legal shield. 1 have 
now advised Jimmy that In a court of law, he 
must necessarily succeed. It is possible that if the 
court rules that his statement did not amount to 
misconduct, they may have to think in terms of 
redefining the contract. And it might make the 
players more aware of what they are signing and 
of the need to form a Players’ Union. 



HB; Jimmy, one final question. Does it hurt to see 
players of Inferior potential, definitely of inferior 
performance going on ’your’ lour? 

MA: Now, I’m feeling really bad about this 
because I really wanted to go on this tour. I 
cannot make another tour of the Windies. So all 1 
can do is to wish the players all the best. Though 
cricket-wise I still feel I have two years. 

HB: Does that mean that when the Indian team Is 
selected for Pakistan In November, you will be a serious 
contender? 

MA: Definitely. I’m not giving it up so easily. 
After all. I’m used to it. 


IS. 


NOTE: HB is Hsraha Bhogls; MA Is MoMndsr Amamsth and HJ is Mohindar's lawysr Hansh Jagtianl 






On January 31 the selection committee announced 23 
probables for the tour of the West Indies. There were 
some shocking ommissions and some strange selec¬ 
tions. Gautam Bhattacharya provides an inside view of 
the happenings 


OCTOBER 4th 1988: The day Raj 
Singh and company first met to 
pick the Indian team for the 
Sharjah Cup. Waiting patiently 
outside the TNCA secretary’s 
room, one could hear the 
arguments raging back and forth. 
The Journalists, eventually, 
loturned to their job (watching 
the insipid fourth day’s play of the 
Irani Trophy match) the meeting 
seemed a never ending one. In fact 
it took two sittings to finalise the 
fourteen, yet there remained two 
or three disgruntled faces. One of 
them later confided: “If this 
meeting marks the beginning, I 
shudder to think what is in store 
for the rest of the season. ’’ 


J ANUARY, 31 1989; The 
selection of the Indian 
probables for the West Indies 
tour. No one was quite sure 
about what was going to happen. 


Uipat SorkAT 



Vengsarkar (left) and Chairman Raj Singh; The two most 
important men in selection matters 







Perhaps Mohinder Amarnath’s 
'bunch of jokers’ outburst against 
the selectors had united them. 
Perhaps it had not, there were 
other factors and pressures. But 
the fact remains that the meeting 
to decide the team for the West 
Indies was strangely enough, one 
of the most peaceful in recent 
months, if not years. 

The selectors had agreed on 
most of the points. The only bone 
of contention was the choice of the 
third wicket keeper. Ramesh 
Saxena and B.S. Chandrasekhar, 
otherwise two very good friends, 
argued for a long time over this 
choice. Each pushed his zonal 
candidate. Finally, Chandra lost 
as Saba Karim was preferred to 
Sadanand Viswanath. 


Moliinder’s name didn’t 
even crop up 


From the public’s point of 
view the main interest was th^fate 
of the ‘angry’ Mohinder 
Amarnath. Yet, his fate had 
alrejidy been decided, forty-eight 
hours before the selectors’ 
actually met at CCI. The selectors 
were in no mood to consider 


Mohinder’s case had 
already been decided 
forty-eight hours before the 
selectors actually met at 
CCI, Mohinder’s selection 
needed not the selectors’ 
consent but a rubber stamp 
(read directive) from the 
Board 

Whereas Mohinder paid the 
price for being stubborn, 
Sandip Patil ruined his 
case by divulging a ‘secret’ 
to Mohinder 


Mohinder’s case after he walked 
out of the disciplinary meeting 
two days earlier. 

Apart from taking part in 3-4 
‘Masala’ matches, Mohinder had 
virtually done nothing of 
consequence in the last two and a 
half months. Even then his 
heroics in 82-83, the persistent 
public outcry on his exclusion, the 
absence of Sunil Gavaskar in the 
team, the combination of all these 
factors could’ve ensured a 
comeback for him. But as things 
stood, Mohinder’s selection 
needed not the selectors’ consent 
but a rubber stamp (Read 


directive) from the Board. 

And for putting that rubber 
stamp, all B.N. Dutta required 
was just a token ‘sorry’. But the 
angry middle-aged cricketer 
refused to oblige. And in turn 
wasn’t obliged. A source later 
divulged that, let alone 
consideration, "Jimmy 
Amarnath’s name was not even 
brought up at the selection 
meeting. ’’ Though Mr Ranbir 
Singh claimed otherwise. 

What the selectors would have 
done had they received a Board 
directive asking them to consider 
Mohinder is anybody’s guess. But 
then again, one is aware that a 
gentlemanlike Raj Singh 
Dungarpur wouldn’t have settled 
for anything less than a public 
apology. Luckily the selectors 
were spared a decision when there 
WEIS no pressure from the Board 
for the inclusion of Amarnath. 


How Mohinder ruined Sandip 
Patii’s comeback 


Whereas Mohinder paid the price 
for being too stubborn, Sandip 
Patil ruined his case by divulging 
a ‘secret’ to Mohinder. During the 
Bombay Test against the Kiwis 
when India were about to lose, the 
Indian skipper Vengsarkar felt 
the need for a dependable middle 
order batsman. One who was 
experienced and primarily could 
carry the fight to the enemy camp. 
For Vengsarkar, Sandeep Patil 
was the perfect choice, He had 
been in quite good nick this 
season and helped Madhya 
Pradesh qualify for the knock out 
stage of the Ranji Trophy, 
something which they have never 
managed before. 

Vengsarkar put in a word or 
two to Patil through a common 
friend and eventually from 
Hyderabad rang up his childhood 
friend to explain the gravity of the 
situation. 

While they were disagreeing on 
whether Patil should make his 
availability known first or 
whether the seleotors’ offer should 
come first, Sandip confided in 
Mohinder. Mohinder, in turn, 
mentioned this quite sarcastically 
in his syndicated column. The 



Did Mohinder ruin Patil’s (inset) comeback? 
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I w n tor s objecti ve was very 
! clear—he wanted tp embarrass the 
8eloctf)r8 However, the person 
rno.st embarrassed was the Indian 
captain. He thougrht Sandip has 
betrayed his trust. He further 
thought that if, this was the price 
one paid for going out of the way 
and taking the initiative to get 
someone into the side, then it was 
better to leave the matter of 
selection to the selectors So that 
was the end of it Vengsarkar 
stopped pushing anyone’s case, 
Patil and Amarnath’s included. 

The Patil episode died a 
premature death. After this, the 
two principal actors in this drama 
met several times but not once did 
Vengsarkar bring up the topic. 


Kirmani: Talked about but 
dropped 


One suspects that in Patil casr. 
lies the reason why the Indian 
skipper didn’t go all out to push 
Syed Kirmani. In all fairness it 
also must be admitted that more 
than the captain, the Central Zone 
selectors wronged the former 
Indian wicketkeeper Kin had 
kept very well for Railways this 
season, yet he wasn’t picked for 
Central Zone The grapevine has it 
that. Raj Singh, the chairman of 
the Central Zone Selection 
Committee tried in vain to push 
Kiri’s case upon his fellow 
selectors. 'Why should we look 
back', they argued relentlessly 
And finally Kirmani was out. A 
senior official of the Board was 
very keen to see Kiri staging a 
fKimeback He pushed the case 
very hard but it didn’t bear any 
fruit 



Sekhar: Lillee's man 


It is difficult to say what a seven 
day physical conditioning camp 
will achieve. It has got every 
possibility of ending up as a farce. 
But one thing, it definitely aims to 
do—test T A Sekhar’s fitness, 
Sekhar last played for India six 
years ago in Pakistan. Not only 
did he go wicketless, but had also 
failed to impress 
As Donniss Lillee's deputy. 
Sekhar. runs the MRF^ Pace 
Foundation camp. Lillee 


apparently played a vital role in 
Sekhar’s ‘reincarnation’. 
According to a source, Lillee told 
Raj Singh, “if you are looking for 
someone short term—to use the 
new ball with Kapil Dev, then 
Sekhar is your man. One of the 
selectors very rightly pointed out 
at the meeting that fielding has 
never been Sekhar’s greatest 
department but then the other 
four decided to give him another 
chance. 


Binny: Experience the 
watchword of the selectors 


Why were Roger Binny and 
Sekhar brought in from the 


The selectors felt that the 
watchword in the West 
Indies will be experience 
and not mere talent. They 
believe that when you are 
up against odds it requires 
something more than 
talent and courage 


Lillee (left) at the MRF Pace 
Foundation. Lieutenant Shekhar 
is on the right 

wilderness? Simply because the 
selectors felt the watchword in the 
West Indies will be experience and 
not mere talent They believe, that 
when you are up against odds, it 
requires something more than the 
combination of talent and courage 
to pass That some thing is 
experience. 

Binny’s selection was 
unanimous. He has got age 
against him but then his 
experience, recent showing in the 
domestic cricket and Kapil Dev’s 
continued lack of penetration 
tilted the balance in his favour. 

The Karnataka all rounder is a 
certainly for the tour whereas 
Salil Ankila is not. 


Ankoia and Tendulkar; Too 
young to go? 


The six foot tall, broad 
shouldered pace bowler’s 
inclusion brings into focus 
skipper Vengsarkar’s anxiety to 













Wouldn’t this have been the ideal 
’experience’ that the selectors 
wanted? Inset: Tendulkar wasn’t 
even considered 

have retaliatory fire power 
against the Windies. Ankola 
started off with a bang in first 
class cricket—getting a hattrick 
on debut against Gujarat this 
season A senior cricketer of the 
Indian team was all praise for this 
youngster. He went on record 
saying, “Kapil in 1978 wasn’t 
faster than this lad ” Ankola was 
taken in, but Sachin Tendulkar’s 
name did not even merit 
consideration. The selectors as 
well as the captain thought it 
would be foolhardy to push this 
lad now. And that too against the 
world’s fastest bowlers. 

Generally speaking, this was a 
selection, or more a non-selection, 
where the captain had his say, 
though he didn’t go out of his way 
to promote individuals as was 
done by few of his predecessors. 
The Chairman of the selection 
committee Raj Singh, of course 
played a very dominant role. It 


•remains to be seen what they do In 
the final selection? 


Maninfler: 

favQurtte 


Not Vengsarkar's 


Sachin Tendulkar’s name 
didn’t even merit 
consideration. The 
selectors as well as 
Vengsarkar thought it would 
be foolhardy to push this lad 
now. And that too against 
the world’s fastest bowlers 


Will Manioder Singh, arguably 
the best left arm spinner in the 
country, be taken to the Windies? 
‘Mani’ has never been a great 
favourite of the current skipper. 
And the very fact that off spinners 
have posed more problem for West 
Indian batsmen at home than left 
hand bowlers could influence the 
selectorial thinking. There are 
already three left arm spinners 
(Shastri, Ajay Sharma and 
Raman) in the side. So who 
knows, maybe young 
Venkatramana will board the 
plane to the Windies leaving the 
more experienced left arm spinner 
behind. 


“I thought 1 iiug'ht be in the 
Z2 and I would have 
definitely like to liave gone 
to the We.st Indies." 

'■ Mie’l'e f I'.'iU'.ek.T 











AUSTRALIA vs. WEST INDIES 


Windies play 


T he West Indians did 
not have much at 
stake when they walked 
into the Adelaide cricket 
ground to face the 
confident Australians in 
the last Test of their 
recent tour. The series 
was already clinched 3-1 
in their favour, and the 
only aim they had was to 
deny the Australians a 
chance to achieve 
successive Test wins in 
the same series for the 
first time since 1982-83. 

The West Indians 
achieved their aim, 
when opener Gordon 
Greenidge, in probably 
hie last game in 
Australia, scored his 
first Test century in five 
tests to gfuide the West 
Indies to a draw in the 
fifth and final Test. 

And when the match 
ended, 30 minutes 
earlier than scheduled 
after the captains agreed 
no result was possible 
the West Indies were 233 
for four wickets in their 
second innings after 
being set 371 to win. 
Greenidge hit 104 and 
Viv Richards 68 not out. 

Australia had earlier 
declared at their 
overnight score of 224 
for four wickets, 
throwing the West 
Indians a challenge. 

The calypso cricketers 
faced the challenge with 
grit and determination, 
but fell victim to the 
stress of a marathon 
four-month tour, 
showing frayed tempers 
at what they believed 
serious umpiring 
errors. 

When the score was 21 
for no wicket Desmond 
Haynes drove at a ball 
from M|ke Whitney 



Haynes was sure the bat 
did not touch the ball, 
but to his utter surprise 
saw umpire Ric Evans 
declare him caught 
behind. 

The shock took its 
time to sink in while a 
visibly angry Haynes 
stood his ground for 
several seconds before 
walking off slowly On 
reaching the pavilion he 
exploded, “I can’t believe 
this at all.” Haynes had 
only 1^ runs on the 
board. 

And before this on the 
penultimate day, the 
West Indian pace bowler 
Malcolm Marshall 
seemed to shout and 
swear at the other 
umpire, Peter McConnel 
after the official gave 
Australia’s David Boon 
not out for a catch 

The Australians came 
closest to victory when 
after lunch on the final 
day they claimed two 
West Indian wickets, 
Richie Richardson and 
Carl Hooper, in the 
space of two runs. 

But Greenidge and 
Richards coming 
together at 89 for three 
steadied the innings 
with 123 for the fourth 
wicket to snuff out 
Australia’s hopes. 

The neat 104 that 
Greenidge got ended his 
Test tour of Australia on 
a happy note. Greenidge 
is unlikely to tour 
Australia in. 1992, 
moreover*he did not get 
a century in a long time. 
He did justice to himself 
putting up an innings of 
meticulous perfection. 

The 37-year-old right 
hander’s previous 
highest Test score was 
95 in Adelaide on the 





1984-85 tour although 
he hit 140 for a world XI 
in a supertest against 
Australia in 1977-78. 

Greenidge, however, 
had to curb his natural 
aggression, after 
getting 21 of the first 
four overs, hitting eight 
fours, before reaching 
three figures with a 
i boundary through 
mid wicket. 

The next moment, a 
jubilant Richards ran to 
him to give his colleague 
a warm hug, to a 
standing ovation from 
the crowds 

The opener added just 
one more run before 
Boon gave spinner Tim 
May his second wicket of 
the innings, catching 
Greenidge at short-leg 
off bat and pad. 

On the other hand, 
taking his cue from 
colleague Greenidge, 
Richards chose to wait 
for the bad ball and 
cruised to an easy fifty, 
hitting four fours off 
109 balls. 

In the initial stages, it 
seemed that the West 
Indians gave a serious 
■ thought to chasing the 
I 371 runs needed for 
I victory until the 
j dismissal of Richardson 
and Htxiper. 

But the dismissals of 
Richardson and Hooper 
took the wind out of 
their sails sending them 
on the defensive, 
looking for an 
uneventul, dull draw. 

The Richardson 
dismissal came just two 
balls after lunch when 
he prodded at an 
outswinger from 
Whitney to give Allan 
Border a hard catch, 
diving to his left at 
second slip. Richardson 
. scored 22. Whitney 
finished with nine 
wickets in the match. 
Hooper, who wasout 
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Viv Richards: menacing 


of form, had a very brief 
spell before he returned 
for a duck, playing on to 
a delivery from May 
Fittingly, the Man of 
the Series’ honour went 
to the West Indian 
paceman Curtley 
Ambrose for taking 26 
wickets in the five Test, 
while Haynes was voted 
International Cricketer 
of the Year after two 
Test centuries this 


summer. 


And, most 

interestingly, Haynes, 
already West Indies’ top 
run scorer in Tests in 
Australia, took his 
series total to 536 runs. 

On the penultimate 
day of the Test, 
Australia played a 
stormy innings, 
powering their way to a 
strong position of 224 
for four in their second 
innings—an overall lead 
of370 runs The 


David Boon: a gritty 55 




highlight of the innings 
was an unbeaten 65 by 
David Boon, punctuated 
by four boundaries. 

The other batsmen 
who impressed were 
Mark Taylor, who 
scored 36, Groff Marsh 
78. Groff Marsh’s 79 
was his best in a 
disappointing series, 
which saw his previous 
highest of 36. 

Earlier, the West 
Indies innings ended at 
369 after they resumed 
at their overnight total 
of 338 for eight, with the 
left arm paceman Mike 
Whitney adding a scalp 
to his six wicket haul to 
finish with career best 
figures of seven for 89. 
The other 

wicket-taker for the 
Australians was Trevor 
Hohns who ended with 
figures two for 146 from 
47.4 overs. 

In fact, the chances of 
a possible Australian 
victory brightened when 
Whitney ripped through 
the West Indies batting. 
Before that Richie 
Richardson, with 106, 
scored his second 
century of the series, 
putting on 167 for the 
second wicket with 
Desmond Haynes after 
taking the Australian 
bowling apart in the 
first half an hour with a 
mailgnificent show of 
perfectly executed shots. 

Then entered 
Whitney, spearheading 
the attack, after lunch, 
and bringing about the 
end the of Richardson 
and Carl Hooper. 

Thereafter, Haynes 
scored 83, his third 
successive half century, 
before being run out by 
Geoff Marsh after Viv 
Richards had surprised 
him by calling for a 
quick single, which 
simply was not there. 

For the 

statistically-minded, 












Allan Border: a great 
performance with the 
ball 



WEST INDIES Itt Innings Fourth Titl 


Second Innings 


G Greenidge c Waugh b Taylor 

56 

c and b Hughes 

4 ■ 

D Haynes c Boon b Hohns 

75 

c M Taylor b Border 

143 

R Richardson c Taylor b Border 

28 

c Hughes b P Taylor 

22 

C Hooper c Marsh b Border 

0 

c Jones b Hohns 

35 

V Richards c Boon b Border . 

11 

c Jones b Hohns 

4 

A Logie b Border 

0 

c P Taylor b Hohns 

6 

J Dujon c Hughes b Border 

18 

run out 

9 

R Harper c Taylor b Border 

17 

Ibw b Border 

12 

M Marshall c Marsh b Border 

9 

c P Taylor b Border 

3 

C Ambrose c Jones b T aylor 

1 

c Boon b Border 

5 

C. Walsh not out 

4 

not out 

7 

Extras (B-1. nb-3w-t) 

5 

Extras 

6 

Total 

224 

Total 

256 

Fall of wickets 1-90, 2-144, 3-156, 4-174, 5-174 




6-174, 7-199, 8-213, 9-220 




Bowling Alderman 10-2-17-0; Hughes 10-3-28-0, 


Bowling M Hughes 18-6-29-1, 


P Taylor 25.2-8-65-2, Hohns 24-8-48-1: 


T Alderman 2-0-6-0, Waugh 3-0-10-0, 


Border 26-10-46-7, Waugh 4-0-18-0 


P Taylor 29-4-91-1; T Hohns 34-11-69-3, 



A Border 18.4-3-50-4. 


AUSTRALIA (Itl Innings) 


Second Innings 


G. Marsh c Du|on b Marshall 

2 

b Richards 

23 

M Taylor b Ambrose 

25 

c Haynes b Ambrose 

3 

D. Boon c Du|on b Walsh 

149 

c Harper b Marshall 

10 

D Jones b Richards 

29 

notout 

24 

A Border b Marshall 

75 

not out 

16 

S Waugh not out 

55 



1 Healy c Logie b Marshall 

11 



B. Taylor Ibw Marshall 

0 



T Hohns b Marshall 

0 



M Hughes c Oujorvb Walsh 

12 



T Alderman run out 

9 



Extras (6 b 14 lb 14 nb) 

34 

Exlras(b-3, nb-2, lb- 1 ) 

6 

Total 

401 

Total (for three wickets) 

82 

Fall of wickets: 1-14, 2-43. 3-114, 4-114, 5-284, 6-335. 

Fall ol wickets 1-2, 2-16, 3-55 


7-355, 8-357, 9-367 


Elowling. Marshall 8-2-17-1. 


Bowling. Marshall 31-16-29-5; Ambrose 33-5-78-1, 


Ambrose 7-1-16-1, Hooper 10 3-2-24-0, 

u. 

R Harper 3-9-86-0; Walsh 22.5-5-48-2; 


Walsh 3-0-9-0, Richards 7-2-12-1 

■g 

Hooper 37-10-72-0; Richards 31-1-66-1 



e 
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Desmond Haynes the 
most consistent batsman 
on the tour 

















TENNIS INDEX 


What Ivan L/^ndl turned do^ C 

dinner invitation to do; see tii^eea^pn og»i^r ' ; 
of the NHL Hartford Whalers ■ , 

Whtttihe ^‘Australianfor^atioft^'-^whereia doubles^ * 
Iheserver'spannersHmdsngurlffeueta^oiillte- 
samesideof the caurtdspi'e server—is ctdled in 
Australia: “Scissors” ^ 

Amount of time N^-TV showed termls ■' 

its l79>/& hours of cbvera^re of the Sepul 
Olympic Games; less than IS minutes ! 

WhatMeit'i'Tt^UGaiiincUadminhtratorMdrshedf^' j 
Hdppe* ofSerfed Old ATP players would lose fry sfsrtli^ ■; v 
theiroseapedtour bi tHilO:S7.5‘million inbonnseslaH^j:--, 
$i,2 m0liOn to pension contributions , f- ’ 

Beason world-ranked No. 30 Michael Chang ' 

. gttvs for,not playing the 1 98^ Australian 
Open: the airfare of $9,000 was tooexpehfrive 
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Rosa Mota la thrilled 
after her Rome World 
Athletics 

Championships in 1987 




“Runnin: 
Is My 

PaSSKMl’' 

That’s the attitude of the 
Seoul Olympic gold 
medallist in the marathon. 
Rosa Mota of Portugal 


T he first 
Portugfuese 
woman to win an 
Olympic 

marathon, at the 1988 
Games in Seoul, Rosa 
Mota, women’s world 
marathon champion in 
1987 ih overjoyed: "This 
run Whs much more 
difficult than the one 
last year at the World 
Championships in 
Rome. There was real 
competition. I am happy 
for my family and for 
Portugal! "Her 
family has always 
encouraged he^’ in her 
passion; “I was lucky, as 
in Portugal few girls get 
involved in athletics” 
This thirty-year old 
athlete, fragile, warm 
and tenacious cannot 
live without running 
When in 1979 health 
problems forced me to 
give up all training, I 
kept thinking that if 
only I could run a little 
for myself, I would 
rediscover my joy for 
living. But I could barely 
stand up, and that lasted 
for a year.” 

Thanks to the care of her 
doctor and her trainer 
Jose Pedrosa, Rosa Mota 
regained her strength 
and won her first 
marathon in the 1982 
European 
Championships. 

“It was my most 
precious victory and 
when I started to become 
well known; through 
that 1 became a model for 
jirls in my country and 
;hey are now free to 
practise athletics. I had 
ui idol, too: Grete Waitz. 
\111 wanted was to have 
;he honour of sharing a 
'ace with her! 

Completely fresh, as 
hough yesterday she 
lad won the * 
narathon in 2h25’39”, 
losa Mota savours her 
fttest victory, one that 
iras well prepared and 
•et "there are so many 
thietes and always 
etter ones". 







MARTINA NAVRATILOVA 




David McMahon recounts an 
amusing" session with Martina 
Navratilova in the Australian 
Open interview room 



M artina 

NAVRATILOVA, 
bless her 
platinum-blonde 
soul, still knows how to 
bring a smile to weary 
faces m the media room. 
Someone has just asked 
why the ATP 
(Association of Tennis 
Professionals is a male 
organisation) cannot get 
together with the 
women’s tennis circuit. 
Because,” intones 
Martina gravely, "the 
men have not been able 
tc3 get together with the 
women on the circuit for 
the last 15 years’ ” 

It takes a while to sink 
in A quick-witted tennis 
writer sees the 
possibility of a double 
meaning. He begins to 
chuckle and in a few 
moments, there are 
gales of laughter All 
seriousness is 


abandoned 

“It’s the old British 
habit,” says the former 
world numbeione, 
trying to rescue herself 
But as she says it. she 
realises that she is only 
getting herself into 
deeper trouble The Brits 
in the room do not see 
the humour in the 
situation; the others are 
hysterical with mirth. 

As order is restored, 
Martina, wiping her 
eyes, explains. "Every 
time you ask someone in 
England why something 
can’t be changed, they 
tell you ‘Because that's 
the way we’ve done it 
here for the last 
hundred years’ 

At the Grand Hotel in 
Eastbourne, during the 
warmup tournament for 
Wimbledon, we asked 
why they don’t have 
king-size beds in the 
rooms and they 
answered with a stiff 
upper lip; ‘We haven’t 
had them for 75 years, 
so why should we put 
them in now?’ Similarly 
on the circuit, if you ask 
the men to join forces 
with the women players, 
they say ‘But we’ve 
always been doing 
things on our own’. 

More guffaws. 

This was the lady who 


reacted so coolly when 
leRRy American player 
Anne White wore that 
historic body stocking 
during a 1985 
Wimbledon match 
against Pam Shriver. 

White had appeared 
courtside in a tracksuit 
and as the match 
commenced, peeled it off 
to reveal, to shocked 
spectators, that she was 
not wearing a dress. 
Since it was all-white, 
she was technically 
within her rights to 
wear it (Wimbledon 
rules stipulate that 
clothing must be 
predominantly white), 
and the match began. 

Under a fierce sun. 
White began to feel the 
pressure and Shriver, 
who won said later with 
a giggle "Her face was 
getting redder and 
redder and I thought I 
would look up at one 
change of ends and siee 
that she had melted 
away in a little puddle of 
white acrylic.” 

Wimbledon officials 
immediately outlawed 
the body stocking, but 
Martina had the last 
laugh. “Maybe for my 
next match I’ll go out in 
the nude,” she said, 
enjoying herself hugely. 
“That’ll put them in a fix 
because at least I’ll be 
predominantly white.” 

Here in Melbou^rne, 
her sense of humour is 
as strong as ever. She is 
undeterred by the fact 
that they whistle 
WaltzingMatHdawhile 
she plays. Relaxed after 
beating Jana Novotna in 
the third round, she 
acknowledges the 
cheers as she packs her 
kit. Then, on her way 
out, she responds to the 
autograph hunters who 
lean over the Centre 
Court railing, holding 
out their programmes 
for her to sign. Abov« / 



resjiomls to <;iitoj:j 
hiinteis who Icon cwei ttie 
Centre Court (aihiip, theii 
above me .'ucticil exit, .i lol 
wovcs ,i wtute Aiisti ali.iii o| 
T shut ;i!u! :i ucn. Vo: im,! 
lire situ I .mu tu ihe 
tfie iUOAii U! j uii 

h.iiitei 







:s\. ■■ ^'^ 








the arched exit, a fan 
waves a white 
Australian Open T-Shirt 
and a pen. Navratilova 
si^ns the shirt and. to 
the deligrht of the crowd, 
indulges in a little 
banter. 

Facing the press, she 
is at her best. She 
actually gets into the 
interview room long 
before her escort, a 
serving member of the 
Virginia Slims tour. 
Long after the 
question-and-answer 
session has warmed up, 
the escort wanders in, 
looking lost and 
Martina, never one to 
miss a cue, points her 
out to the international 
press. “Maureen Hanlon 
is in the interview 
room,” she cries, 
mimicking the press 
announcements. “Any 
questions, gentlemen?” 

There is one more, but 
this is directed towards 
Martina, not her delayed 
escort. The controversial 
Korean-made Nassau 
balls used for the 1988 
and 1989 Australian 
Open have furrowed 
many brows; what does 
she think of them? 

“Well, I’m a pretty 
strong woman and I 
have a sore shoulder 
from trying to hit them 
because they are so 
heavy. Some have thick 
seams, others have thin 
seams; they skid when 
they land on the logo; 
the weight is uneven; 
the rotation is uneven.” 

Having paused to 
consider a parallel, she 
delivered the 
judgement. “It’s almost 
like playing with one of 
those funny trick balls. 

T told the Czech girls 
that niaybe we should 
play this tournament 
with Czech balls instead 
and they hurriedly told 
me; ‘No, no, the ones 
here are not that bad’.” 







DEODHAR TROPHY 


Stars congregate to enliven 

the show 


F or the second year 
running’, the 
participation of stars 
lent some meaning to 
the Prof D B Doodhar 
trophy limited overs 
cricket championship 
Ever since its inception 
over a decade ago. the 
importance of the 
championship has 
slowly erod€)d The 
trophy was held either 
at the end of the season 
or the beginning and the 
shuffling only seemed to 
reflect the Board’s lack 
of interest It was just 
going through the 
rituals rather than make 
the whole effort a 
fruitful exercise 
, The plethora of 
international cricket in 
the past few years only 
resulted in little 
attention being paid to 
the domestic scene 
Though reams of paper 
and acres of space have 
been devoted drawing 
the attention of the 
authorities concerned, 
the malady jjersisted 
It was after the 
cancellation of 
England’s tour of India 
this winter that greater 
attention was paid to the 
national 

championships This 
change of scene ensured 
that the established 
n.inies were available for 
thoir states and zones 
The Ocodhar trophy, 
held in the last week of 
January, also benefited 
from this development 
Except Dihp 
Vengsarkar all the 
leading cricketers 
represented their zones 

Kapil Dev: A 
hurricane knock 



and added to this, the 
Board’s decision to 
pick-up probables for 
the forthcoming tour to 
the West Indies lent a 
competitive flavour to 
the championship 

The shift was 
noticeable. Apart from 
improved level of 
pierformances, centres 
like Nagpur and Kanpur 
were in better financial 
posijtion as eager fans 
flocked to watch their 
favourite players An 
estimated one lakh 
spectators watched the 
two semifinals and final. 

However, it is difficult 
to comprehend how the 
championship could be 
taken as the basis for the 
selection of a team Last 
year, the selection of the 
Indian squad for the 
Reliance Cup was to be 
based on performances 
in Deodhar. That was 
understandable, but it 
beats logic to ferret 
talent from a match 
where action is limited 
to fifty overs a side. 

Four of the five 
national selectors 
watched action at each 
of the three centres 
Ramesh Saxena and 
Naren Tamhane were 
present at the Kanpur 
semifinal while Chetan 
Chauhan and B S 
Chandrasekhar were 
there at Nagpur. All 
four £issembled at the 
final at*Kanpur and 
Chairman Raj Singh 
Dungarpur was 
reported to have missed 
his flight that was to 
get him to Kanpyr. 

While Tamhane 
insisted that 
performance in Deodhar 
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would be taken into 
account, one wonders 
what difference it would 
make in the final 
composition of the team 
For seldom has a player 
been drafted into a 
national side on the 
basis of exploits in such 
matches In any ceise, 
the results and 
performances this year 
did not give rise to such 
a situation The players 
who hogged the 
headlines belonged to 
the established class 
The hurricane knock of 
ebullient Kapil Dev. 
polished half-centuries . 
from Mohammed 
Azharuddin, sedate 
innings from Arun Lai 
and Ravi Shastri were 
the highlights Delhi’s 
K P Bhaskar, Bombay’s 
Sanjay Manjrekar and 
Hyderabad’s Azeen 
managed to rob some of 
the limelight. 

In the bowling 
department, all rounder 
Robin Singh bowied 
impressively along with 
Roger Binny in the 
semifinal against West, 
while Maharashtra’s 
Salil Ankola, who came 
in with a big reputation, 
sparkled for a brief time 
Spinners Arshad A,yub 
and M Venkataraman 
did whatever little they 
could on helpless tracks, 
but Narendra Hirwani 
went wicketless in the 
two matches he played 
In the semifinal, against 
North, he prpved to be 
' expensive, conceding 53 
[ runs in ten overs. 

I The recast Central 
\ Zone handed down an 
eight wicket defeat to 
East Zone ^t Indore 
Electing to bat, east 
could not make use of 
the good start given by 
openers Indu Bhushan 
Roy (32) apcl ^kipper 
Arun Lai iSk). A.revival 
by veteran ,Hkri Gidwani 
(4,1) and a swift 32 by 
^ Riihmtrt Rkneriee cave 





Ravi Shastri: aggressive 
M. Azharuddin: immaculate innings 



the side 204 for the loss 
of eight wickets in .the 
allotted 50 overs. 

Central made 206 for 
two and still had 4.6 
overs in hand. Openers 
Shasikeuit Khandeker 
(64) and A. Vijayvargi 
(42) added 78 for the 
first wicket. J Mathur 
with 66 and Praveen 
Am re with 26 remained 
unbeaten 

Three days later, on 
the eve of Republic Day, 
Central Zone’s advance 
ended. At Nagpur 
Central captain Naresh 
Churi had North three 
down for 53 but failed to 
keep the pressure on. 
Skipper Kapil Dev at 43 
earned a reprieve when 
wicket-keeper P. 
Hingnekar missed a 
collection and a 
stumping chance off 
Gopal Sharma and he 
went on to make 111 in a 
total of 301 for seven off 
50 overs His 77-ball 
innings contained eight 
fours and five sixes, 
three off Gopal Sharma 
and two off left-arm 
spinner Rattan Singh 
That shadowed K. P 
Bhaskar’s valuable 77 
made in 109 deliveries 
The pair added 179 for 
the fourth wicket in 26.5 
overs. 

Central needed more 
than six runs an over 
but an early slide made 
the task beyond reach 
Opener Shasikant 
Khandekar was the 
highest scorer with 25 
and Central were all out 
for 118 in 28 2 overs 
Manoj Prabhakar 
claimed three wickets, 
while Chetan Sharma, 
Sanjeev Sharma and 
Maninder Singh took 
two wickets a piece. 

At Kanpur. 

Srikkanth, who led 
South Zone, won the toss 
and put Ravi Shastri s 
West in. Lalchand 
Rajput and 
Chandrakant Pandit 
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found it difficult to score 
URainst Binny, Bharali 
Arun and Robin Singh 
Later, spinners Arshad 
Ayub and M 
Venkataramana bowled 
a tight line and length to 
strangle the West 
batsmen A careful and 
cautious innings from 
Sanjay Manjrekar (66 
n o ) and Ravi Shastri 
(47) bixisted their total to 
224 for four when the 
allotted TiO ovei’S 
expired Shastn’s 
aggression towards the 
end iiinated the fourth 
wicket partnership to 
94 This also helped 
Kiran Mort' to launch an 
attack in the last 1 wo 
overs Three amazing 
late cuts reai'hed the 
ropes and the keeper 
remained unbeaten on 
17. 

With Srikkanth and 
Chandrasekhar, South 


were off to a flying start 
The pair added 60 for 
the first wicket in 8 3 
overs and an identical 
94-run fourth wicket 
stand between 
Azharuddin and Binny 
coa.stcd South to victory 
by SIX wickets Azhar’s 
,'58. mostly consisted of 
the singles and twos 
thanks to some good 
fielding by West Binny, 
who bowled well in the 
match, gave an 
all-round perforinanc'^. 
Ho remained 
unconquered on 62 and 
keeping him company to 
the end was Robin 
Singh, who impressed in 
the brief appearance he 
made 

New-ball bowler 
Rashid Patel got tiie 
stick both from 
Srikkanth and 
Chandrasekhar and did 
not get to bowl after the 


first spell of three overs 
which cost 27 runs, 13 
of which were in the 
first over 20-yoar-old, 
Said Ankola from 
Maharashtra got some 
lift on the dead Green 
Park wicket in the first 
spell but in the second, 
Hinny and Azhar 
plundered 21 runs in 
two overs with 1 in just 
one Bhavin Radia with 
two for 48 was the most 
successful bowler 

With sixteen Test 
players, nine from 
North and seven from 
South, the final was 
bound to be a keen 
affair Both the teams 
were well balanced and 
had players, who on 
their day could turn the 
match for the side. 

South, put into bat, 
suffered early setback as 
both Srikkanth 19 and 


North Zone team with 
Deodhar Trophy after 
defeating South Zone in 
the final by four wickets 
at Green Park 

I Chandrasekhar (14) 
found it difficult Kapil 
Dev bowled an inspired 
spell and gave very little 
away (7-2-15-0). It was 
the patient build-up by 
Abdul Azeiem along with 
W V. Raman that 
enabled South score 
some runs Azeem’s 
innings was devoid of 
any frills but was neat 
and pleasing to watch. 
With Raman, who 
looked anything but 
confidence, he added 93 
for the third wicket. The 
good work was carried 
on by Azharuddin, who 
struck his second 
consecutive fifty in the 
Deodhar 

.K.P.Venkat 



RANJI TROPHY: NORTH ZONEHHHMHHMHi 

The Year Of The 

Youth 


T he 1 988 North 

Zone Ranji trophy 
league was the 
year of the youth 
and Test discards 
Raman Lamba and 
Manoj Prabhakar were 
jn prolific form for 


Delhi Haryana and 
Punjab on the other 
hand, concentrated on 
nurturing local and 
young talent. This move 
also paid dividends 
Raman Lamba: was in 
prolific form this season 


For the record, Delhi 
emerged North Zone 
champions after some 
initial scares. After 
three matches, Delhi 
had 50 points. However 
Delhi convincingly beat 
newcomers Himachal 


Pradesh by an innings 
and 23 runs and later 
beat Services by eight 
wickets. 

In these two matches, 
Delhi piled up the points 
to finish with an 
impressive tally of 94 
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Chetan Sharma; pedes¬ 
trian bowling 

points 

This enabled Delhi 
finish a comfortable 
seventeen points ahead 
of runners up Punjab 
For the second 
successive year, Punjab 
qualified ahead of more 
fancied Plaryana, for the 
knock out phase 

Most of tlie North 
Zone Ranji Trophy 
league matches were 
held in November, when 
the Test series wit h the 
Kiwis were on Delhi 
were thus deprived of 
the services of Sanjeev 


Sharma, Ajay Sharma 
and Maninder Singh 
Haryana were without 
mercurial Kapil Dev 
However they had 
Chetan Sharma to 
bolster the attack 
Punjab were without 
Navjot Singh Sidhu The 
controversial Mohinder 
Amarnath also did not 
play for Delhi, after his 
imbroglio with the 
national selectors. 

However such is the 
depth of cricket talent in 
Delhi, that the loss of 
three or four players 
had only marginal 
impact on the overall 


Haryana has also^i 
tii^youagf ' 
OpenarAl^i 
currently tosrihg - 

dian Under id toim, 
is a batsman efiiMiht; 



results. AtFaridabad, 
against Haryana, 

Raman Lamba (138) and 
Manoj Prabhakar(106), 
put on 220 runs for the 
second wicket. This 
enabled Delhi total 399 
and gain vital batting 
points and the first 
innings lead * 

^Haryana scored 303 in 
their first innings. For 
Delhi, the bowling hero 
m this match was 
diminutive left arm 
spinner Pradeep Jain 

An understudy of 
Maninder Singh, young 
Jain, only gets a chance 
when the former is on 
duty for the country 
With his tip toed run up, 
Pradeep Jain had an 
impressive analysis of 
30-10-45-5, in the first 
innings against 
Haryana, 

In the massive victory 
against Himachal 
Pradesh, Delhi were 
again well served by the 
batting exploits of 
Raman Lamba and 
Manoj Prabhakar This 
time, on the placid Kotla 
pitch, they put oft 280 
runs.for the second 
wicket. 

Manoj was in a 
prodigal mood, 
plundering 229 not out. 
Raman Lamba scored 
117. The bowling hero 
for Delhi, was 
promising swing bowler 
Shanker Saini. Playing 
only because Sanjeev 
Sharma was away on 
Test duty, Shanker Saini 
had an impressive 
match analysis of 8 for 
23. 

Shanker Saini, moves 
the ball well, both ways 
and in overcast 
conditions plagued the 
H P. batsmen. He got his 
name in the record 
books in an unusual 
fashion. He claimed a 
hat-trick in the match, 
just as Courtney Walsh ' 
did in the Test match 
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SCaninder Sindh’s 

absence did not affect 

the chances of Delhi at 
all 

against the Aussies. 
Saifii took the last two 
wigkets to terminate the 
H.P. innings and then 
claimed another wicket 
with his first delivery in 
H.P.’s second innings. 

As always. North 
Zone’s battle of the 
roses, was the match 
between Haryana and 
Punjab. The match, 
played at the 
picturesque 

Agricultural University 
ground at Ludhiana, 
was a grim battle of 
attrition. 

On a wicket that 
showed uncertainty of 
bounce and turn Punjab 
were shot out for a 
paltry 183 runs in just 
75.1 overs. The match 
seemed to have tilted 
Haryana’s way. This 
was the last tie for both 
teams, Haryana had 64 
points and Punjab 82 
points. 

Sensing that a draw 
was impossible, Punjab 
attacked the Haryana 
batsmen with 
aggressive field 
placements and tight 
bowling The gamble 
succeeded. Haryana, in 
spite of the presence of 
former Test star Yashpal 
Sharma, collapsed to the 
wiles of spinners 
Krishan Mohan, 4 for 29 
and Mahesh Inder 
Singh, 4 for 40. 

Indiscreet shots and 
mental pressure of 
playing on a turning 
wicket, led to Haryana 
being bundled out for a 
mediocre 111. In reply, 
the youngsters of 
Puixjab showed excellent 
footwork to counter the 
terrors of the pitch. 
Punjab totalled 273 for 9 
in their second innings. 
Vikram Rathore, who 
later enabled his 
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alumini. Guru Nanak 
Dev University win the 
Rohinton Baria trophy 
top scored with 59 runs. 

In the second innings, 
Haryana were bundled 
out for 180 runs. This 
time promising left arm 
spinner Bharati Vy, had 
an impressive analysis 
of 14-5-32-5. Punjab 
wOn by 65 runs, to gain 
a berth in the Flanji 
trophy knock out phase. 

Except for middle 



order batsmen 
Gursharan Singh and 
medium pacer Rajinder 
Singh Ghai. Punjab have 
banked on groomming 
young talent. This was 
former Test skipper 
Bishen Bedi’s ploy 
Known as Bedi’s babes, 
the young cricketers of 
Punjab are gutsy, 
talented and are 
acquiring the big mach 
temperament rapidly. 

Teenager Dhruv 
Pandove made Test 
bowler Chetan Sharma 
look pedestrian, with his 
polished 47 runs in 
Punjab’s first innings. 
Ashwini Kapoor who 
left Delhi, to get a Ranji 
trophy chance, excelled 
for his adopted state 
Punjab. He scored two 
centuries in the league 
phase and has developed 
into a compact batsman. 

Haryana also 
nurtured young talent 
Opener Ajay Jadeja 
currently touring 
Pakistan with the India I 


under 19 years team, is 
a batsman of great 
potential and 
temperament. Against 
Delhi, he combined 
enterprise with 
circumspection to score 
a polish^ 52 runs. 

He played former Test 
bowlers Madan Lai and 
Manoj Prabhakar with 
ease. Ajay Jadeja is a 
useful medium pace 
bowler also. He is rated 
highly and is considered 
a Test prospect. 

Nitin Goel, son of 
famous left arm spinner 
Rajinder Goel, 
blossomed as an 
attacking middle order 
batsman for Haryana. 
However, he has to curb 
his impetuousity, for he 
often gets out when well 
set. 

Cricket was 

competitive in the North 
Zone Ranji Trophy 
league phase and many 
talented young players 
left an indelible mark. 
Novy Kapadia, Naw Delhi 



BOOK REVIEWSI 


For the Cricket Fanatic 


A HISTORY OF CRICKET by Benny 
Green (Barrie & Jenkins, 288pp, £ 
15 95) 

'J’iTE KEY word is the indefinite 
article in the title- ‘A’ rather than 
‘The’ 'I’here have been ‘histones’ 
aplenty, all, strictly speaking, 
personal interpretations, some 
scholarly, some idiosyncratic The 
good thing about Benny Green’s is 
that it IS heavy on ITavour he loves 
developing character, setting the 
scene, telling a story. The less 
good about it is that, for a work 
proclaiming itself to be a history 
of the game, it lacks balance 
Little more than 1 0% of it is 
devoted to the revolutionary 
post-war years The attraction for 
the author has patently been thb 
years of long ago, and the title 
would more suitably have been 
Cricketers some obscure —who 
had interesting^ lives 

The profile of W G Grace is 
brilliant fresh just when it 
seemed ho had been written to 
exhaustion His disgraced cousin, 
W.R Gilbert, rates a seven-page 
chapter, the author pitying him 
for his banishment to the colonies 
(might he have felt so charitable 
towards two modern-day 
dressing-room thieves who 
weren't banished*^), while 
midwinter, hardly a major figure 
in cricket history, receives 16 
pages Major Poore justifies the 
principle of using a man as 
s.ymhohc of his age, and the deja 
I'll treatment of political 
■ interference and racial 
1 discrimination brings in 
i .segments on Hanjitsinhji, 

! lliileepsinhji, Ixird Harris, and 
I D'Oliveira Harris is lampooned 
'i mercilessly and branded an ‘old 
(at head’ Ixird Hawke fares little 
better He is curiously presented 
as an idiot, but lie was no fool’ 

'file tale of Bosanquet. ‘father of 
the googly', is thought provoking 
as jirosented here, and Hobbs is 
done proud But of Bradman and 
Hammond there is relatively little, 
and the rest of the 20th Century 
champions are only fleetingly 
glimpsed 

Not that the bixik is poorly 



By Steven Lynch 

written That would have been out 
of character. In fact it is penned 
with much charm, skilfully 
crafted with felicitous sentences, a 
broad vocabulary, and tasty turns 
of phrase. The aversion to modern 
times is illustrated well enough in 
one telling observation ‘grown 
men kissing each other like 
troupes of lightheaded chorus 
girls at the fall of every wicket.’ 

But while the style may be 
entertaining in the extreme, 
digestion is upset by many factual 
errors Some will insist that this 
doesn’t matter, but why should 
Relf be spelt ‘Relph’, and Ernest 
Kilhck be mistaken for Tom in the 
enthralling chapter on Alletson, 
or A G Macdonell and Rowland 
Bowen and Brian Sellers and G B 
Raikes and Robert Grimston all be 
misspelf^ Woolly did not do the 
3000/100 double, and Mead was 
known as Philip, not Charles, 
Bradman didn’t make 100 runs in 
the final session at Leeds in 1930, 
and Banerjee and Sarwate’s 
10th-wicket 249 against Surrey 
lasted 190 minutes, not 12 hours 
The Great Barrier Reef seems to 
have slipped lOOO miles south too' 
Oh, what a pity. I wanted to love 
this book. I’m still very fond of it 

A CAVALCADE OF INTERNATIONAL 
CRICKETERS by Brian Crowley 
(Sldgwick, 880pp. £ 19 95) 

IT’S BIG, it’s heavy, and it’s not 
unduly costly. It s not unlike a 
telephone-book It would be going 
too far to suggest that it is little 
more interesting But while for 
the beginner there is a wealth of 
informatioixon the Test players of 
the world, the older 
cricket-follower will learn 
practically nothing Originally it 
was to have been three separate 
books, but the publishers 
presumably decided to cut the risk 
by lumping everything into one 
volume Everyone who has played 
a few Tests for any of the eight 
countries seems to get a mention, 
some of them with pictures 
Among these is an unhackneyed 
photo of Tom Graveney which 
could almost win the prize as most 


amusing picture of the year; our 
Tom IS playing the most stirring 
straight-drive (posed) while all bar 
one of the straggling spectators 
look the other way. Occasionally, 
from the jjedestrian entries, 
something leaps out lil^ethe 
reference to the coloured South 
African Tahep Sahe, who declined 
to sign up with Kent in the 
absence of a mosque near 
Canterbury Today, one supposes, 
his needs would be more easily 
accommodated Before the 
statistical tables at the end 
(broken up into eras) is one of the 
more fanciful bibliographies VVz 
pages of it 


INDIAN CRICKEL1988 compiled by S. 
Thyagarajan (from Appleby’s 




Books, 5 St John’s Street. 
Keswick, Cumbria CA 12 SAP, 
864pp; E 5.95 post free in UK). 

THE Cricketers of the Year, Viv 
Richards, Graham Gooch, Steve 
Waugh, Courtney Walsh and 
NarendraHirwani, symbolise the 
international quality of India’s 
1987-88 season as reflected in the 
42nd edition of her yearbook. The 
Reliance World Cup, which 
occupies a deservedly large 
section, is proclaimed an 
outstanding success, Chetan 
Sharrna’s hat-trick celebration 
being among the colour photos 
Hirwani’s amazing Test debut, 
when he confounded the West 
Indians to the tune of 16 wickets 
with legspin and googlies, is duly 
toasted, and the Special Portrait 
this year is of Sardesai Modelled 
unashamedly on IVjscien, Indian 
Cricket has an imposing Records 
section. 


PLAY’S THE THING:A medley of 
Corfu and cricket by John Forte (Darf; 
144pp; £9.95)—Well-produced 
softback, covering all aspects of 
cricket on the small island of Corfu, 
with photographs (traditional and 
! offbeat), cartoons 

SPORTING GESTURES; Punch Plays 
the Game edited by William Hewison 
(Grafton, 128pp; £3 50)—A selection 
of sporting cartoons from Punch, with 
cricket well represented, not least on 
the cover David Langdon on cricket is 
amusing, while Alex Graham on any 
sport is worth cover price 

ANOTHER BLOODY TOUR written and 
read by Frances Edmonds (Hamlyn; 
3hrs; £4 99)—Possibly cricket’s first 
book on tape—or ‘taking book'—this 
could hardly have had a livelier 
creation. Mrs Edmonds was at her 
hilarious, viperish best in West Indies 
two years ago. What a time to bring 
back all those ghoulish memories 


V.M. MERCHANT by Philip Bailey 
(Association of Cricket Statisticians, 3 
Radcliffe Rd, West Bndgford, 
Nottingham NG2 5FF; 28pp; £2.25 
incl. p&p)—No. 3 in ACS series of 
Famous Cricketers 
Season-to -season account of his 
phenomenal career each innings 
Itemised, an average of 100-plus in an 
Indian season being nothing out of the 
ordinary. He played 150 
matches and retired at 40 with 13,470 
runs at the awesome average of 
71,64. 


VIDEO 


THAT MAN BOTHAM ITN; VHS only: 60 
mins; £ 9 99) 

DOUBTLESS ENVIOUS of the 
BBC’s virtual monopoly of cricket 
action, ITN have stolen a march 
on the Corporation by collecting 
together all their news-clips of 
Botham in action to prrxluce a 
thoroughly acceptable recor-d of 
his career Egged on by 
sympathetic linkman Leonard 
Parkin, 'Beefy’ recalls some of the 
great- and 

not-so-great -moments with 
candour and humour 
Astonishing hitting, great 
catches, remarkable bowling 
spells come and go, in between 
Botham has a mild pop at The 
Sun, umpire Alan Whitehead, 

MCC members, Peter May quite 
like old times, really It serves as 
an appetiser for his anticipated 
return to the Test ai ena in 1989 
Some of Botham’s words of 
wisdom are slightly muffled (it’s a 
shame that the headmaster who 
told him he would always be a 
'waster' didn't toll him that to be 
heard distinctly he shouldn’t talk 
with his hand in front of his 
mouth), but overall it is an 
enjoyable hour with England’s , 
greatest player of recent years No 
Englishman can tire of the 
spectacle of Botham putting 
Australia to the sword in 1981, 
another Test series which grows 
more remarkable with each 
replay. Given the current state of 
English cricket, the sight of one 
man winning three consecutive 
Tests almost singlehanded is 
rather like a fairytale. Let’s hope 
that Both’s' comeback next year is I 
more Grimm than grim 
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WHERE SHOULD A MANGER SIT? 


IN THE STANDS OR AT 
THE SIDELINE 


D onaldcolp:man has a lot 

to answer for 

He was Aberdeen's trainer 
in the 1920s and someone 
acquainted with my interest m 
Trivial Pursuit-type football facts 
told me that he was the man who 
introduced the touchliiie diif>-out 
into the game 

According to Jimmy Greaves it 
was originally intended just loi 
trainers, enabling them to get 
onto the field to treat an injured 
player as quickly as possible 
Being so close to the action 
inevitably leads to managers and 
coaches gfctting a bit carried 
away I have had my fair share of 


problems in that department 
through heated clashes with 
referees and linesmen, not to 
mention the representatives of 
opposing teams 

But I can’t agree with Greaves’s 
argument—put forward on TV 
recently —that all managers 
should be barred from the 
touchline 

The view was provoked by the 
manner in which Brian Clough 
tried to deal with a pitch invasion 
following Nottingham Forest’s 
Littlewoods Cup tic at home to 
QPU (Ho ran onto the pitch and 
groppled with supporters only to 



later regret the incident). But it’s 
not a new idea—the game’s 
authorities have been hinting at 
such a move for some time, 
especially those in Scotland, 

However, I still think it would 
be a bad thing for managers to be 
forced to watch games from the 
stands, • 

I can appreciate the advantages 
of that Apart from helping to sav€ 
managers from themselves, there 
is no doubt that one gets a much 
better view of a match from a more 
elevated position. The most 
important period for a manager 
during a game is the half-time 
break—that’s when he has the 
most scope to make improvements 
to his team 

But once the half-time talk has 
finished, and the teams leave to go 
hack onto the field, I can’t get onto 
that subs’ bench quickly enough. 

There are a number of reasons 
why I feel it is important for 
managers and coaches to be in 
that position 

For one thing, there’s strong 
psychological factor in this—it 
makes managers feel closer to 
] their teams, and vice versa. It 
creates a “we’re all in this 
together” atmosphere. 

Moreover, it’s important that a 
manager is able to act quickly 
upon various changes in the 
pattern of a game, through 
making well-timed substitutions 
and, of course, shouting tactical 
instructions. 

There was a good example in 
Manchester United’s match at 
West Ham last month. When we 
went 2-1 ahead, I kept shouting to 
our players to concentrate on 
knocking the ball into the space 
behind the West Ham 
defence—the Hammers were 
desperate to get back into the 












game and I felt that forcing their 
back men to keep running back 
towards the ball was the best way 
we could defend that lead. As it 
turned out, we went on to win 3-1. 

I am not saying that I was 
responsible for that win—it is the 
players who should get the credit. 
But I like to think that I helped 
That in itself is perhaps another 
reason why managers should not 
be barred from the touchline. 

To outsiders, it can hardly do 
much to keep us in good health. 

For example, when I was at 
Aberdeen, I was inclined to get 
particularly het up in matches 
against Celtic. I’ve lost count the 
number of set-tos I had with their 
manager, Billy McNeill. I 
remember that during our 
screaming matches, Neil 
Mauchen,one of the 
longest-serving members of 
Celtic’s backroom staff, would just 
sit there laughing, as if to say: 

“You young boys never learn.” 

None of the managers I have 
come across are as prone to 
louchline explosions as Dundee 
United’s Jim McLean The man is 
renowned for them. 

There are numerous stories 
about McLean’s behaviour during 
matches. One I particularly enjoy 
concerns an end of the season 
match against Kilmarnock, when 
United—virtually assured of 
winning the Championship— were 
leading 4-0, but showing signs of 
conceding a goal or two. 

McLean, trying to attract the 
attention of his midfielder, Billy 
Kirkwood, became increasingly 
angry that the player wasn’t 
reacting. Eventually, with 
McLean hopping mad on the 
touchline, Kirkwood turned 
around and asked: “What is it 
boss?” 

“Kirkwood,” he replied. “Keep 
your cool.. don’t panic!” 

Managers like McLean are 
inevitably quieter and more 
reserved when they are in the 
stands. But the strain of striving 
to keep their emotions under 
control is probably even greater 
than allowing them to come out. 
That’s another reason why 
managers shouldn’t be barred 
from the touchline.... 


39 




Today’s Champiom 


T he initial reaction 
to a perusal of the 
statistics, is the 
large chasm in 
achievements between 
the present batch of 
players and their 
predecessors. 

The obvious answer 
from a Becker or Cash or 
Edberg would be the 
hectic and wearing 
tournament schedule, 
interwined with the 
claim that the 
competition in this era is 
far more pronounced. 

There is an element, or 
perhaps more, of truth 
in both these claims. 


Players are adversely 
affected by the 
claustrophio schedule, 
but are equally to blame 
also for the high 
percentage of 
exhibitions they play 
(Lendl played 65 in 
1987). 

In Lavers era or even 
earlier, when Tilden was 
champion, the earlier 
rounds of a Grand Slam 
were not that 
demanding. Today, 
from the first round of a 
Grand Slam 
tournament, even 
Becker is required to 
play at nearly 90%. For 


instance: Doohan beats 
Becker (2nd Wimbledon 
1987): Peter Lundgren 
beats Pat Cash (1st rd US 
Open 1987); Ramesh 
Krishnan beats 
Wilander (2nd rd 
Australian Open 1989). 

In the present context, 
without a doubt, Ivan 
Lendl is the only one you 
can safely bet on 
reaching at least the 
fourth round or 
quarterfinal. 

Another reason for the 
great divide between 
this era and before, is 
the total absence of top 
class doubles play by 
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today’s stars. 

Again, players will 
use the ‘overcrowded 
oirouit’ as a reason, and 
that tough competition 
in singles calls for a 
single minded pursuit. 
And again it is relevant. 

Truly, doubles play 
has become an • 
absolutely specialised 
event: Flaoh and Seguso; 
Riok Leaoh 
Anders Jarryd, •lohn 
Fitsgerlad et al, have all 
s«en their singles 
rankings fluctuate, 


they forged new 
combinations and 
greater reputations with 
their rarefled doubles 
play. It is an art. 

Even so, it is still a 
question of versatality. 
McEnroe, acknowledged 
by many, as the greatest 
doubles player, and who 
is miles ahead of this 
generation, has only 7 
ti^. Yet, of the 
previous generation, the 
lowest haul by a player 
is 6 (Tilden and Laver), 
with Newoombe way 


[ above in the 
stratosphere with a 
remarkable 17. 

No-one now plays 
mixed doubles 
anymore—McEnroe won 
his in 1977, with 
home-town friend Mary 
Carillo, who was 
recently voted by fans as 
the best TV 
commentator. 

The women in 
oontrast have been just 
been getting better and 
better. 

Martina Navratilova’s 


class is obvious, which is 
why she will always be 
considered a greater 
player than Evert—but 
she does owe many 
thanks to Pam Shriver 
for those 98 doubles 
titles. 

Yet what really 
boggles the mind ie 
Margaret Court’s 
achievements. Not only 
does bhe lead with an 
extraordinary 68 titles, 
(84-19-19) but she won 
more titles in singles 
than doubles or mixed. 

In fact, only Helen 
WiUs Moody and Rod 
Laver can boast of that 
feat too. 

Despite being 8th 
overall on the women’s 
list (she never really 
fancied doubles), Chris 
Evert is No. 3 as far as 
singles titles are 
concerned. 

Neither she nor 
Martina will ever get to 
Margaret Court’s haul of 
84, but Graf, if she keeps 
at it for the next 10 
years, and in the same 
form, may have an 
outside chance. 

Statistics as we all 
know, can be terribly 
misleading. 

Nevertheless, they serve 
as valuable pointers. So 
from the data available 
we can ask ourselves one 
question: even though 
many of the present lot 
have five plus playing 
years left, don’t they 
appear champions of a 
lesser calibre when 
compared to the rest. 
Competition may have 
increased, as may have 
physical and mental 
stress, but the statistics 
remain as indicators of 
what there is and what 
there was. 



41 








The view Idit us bieathless. 



I hailed the jewel in die lotus. 

Because that’s how the fixt's dome 
locked, against die and)er-(ed glow of 
the sunset sky. 

It was a photographer’s dream. 

Andldidcedaway. 

As the light shifted the sun broke 
into a thou^d pieces 

Reflected by the monument’s 


windows and brasscoveied minarto. 

Oienta! music wafted in the air, 
Mtxiumental folly 
Along with the buzz of flks. 
Homing over piles of rotting food. 
&) which cows and pigs seaidied ftx 
a meal. 

Then, a man—obviously a tourist- 
walked to duow more ftuit-peel on 


the mound (tfgaifaage. 

Ite pigs su^ ftxward... 

Help protect the herit:^ to 
which you beloog 

As you travel, you discover. 

Jntk’s gtddenjheritage, ui^»iaiieled 
siywheie else in thew^ 

5,000 years of history to ootoidess 



’jafew fttwnr wrtff wow? 






So did the stench. 



ftxts, monuments and shiioes. 

And die splendotous dhimity of 
natuffi. 

In myriad hues and cdouis. 

Dont remain ^ettt when someone 
d^Kes a iiKininneiit, shows disrespect 
to a place w(xsh4> or ]%iinage, or 
inany od^way tfamages or dirtte the 
sutxmKKfings. 


O^HUtmi^nt of Tourism Comment of India 


Persuade him. 

Prevent hrai 
Rqxxthim 

imitect your priceless heritage. 
1^8 the only one yw have. 





W^canawewill 





NIGEL MANSELL 
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Maiist'il at a Williaras t'.'aiii pi: stDp 


being’over the hill Prost.of 
course, just shrugged his 
shoulders He can afford to, he has 
won two world championships 
and does not need to kill himself to 
get another Mansell has not yet 
won the world championship and 
some will say that talk of peace 
and perspiective will ensure that 
he never will 

Kqually. there are those who 
will s;iy that Mansell is not being 
relaxed about the coming season, 
just realistic It is no secret that 
the new Ferrari engine is woefully 
short of power compared to its 
main rival, the Mcl^ren-Honda, 
and that the automatic 
gear-change mechanism, 

Ofierated through two levers on 
the steering wheel, is causing 
more problems than it is solving 

“We haven’t got nearly enough 
power,” he says. “But we know 


“rm starting to 
enjoy myself agaim I 
have realised that 
there is more to life 
than winning a 
motor race. 

Just going to the 
Ferraii factory was 
enough: history 
comes out of the 
walls and hff the 
ceiling’^ V 


exactly what areas we have to 
work on. The problem is that it is 
not a quick job to fix and I don't 
know whether we will get it right 
in time for Rio in March ” 

Ferrari, it has been said, is no 
place for an English driver, 
particularly amid the political 
in-fighting which followed Enzo 
Ferrari’s death last year But 
being an Englishman in Italy has 
one advantage. As Mansell says, 
he has a perfect relationship with 
the Italian press "They don’t 
understand me and I don’t 
understand then*” 

Mansell, aged 34, gives himself 
another four years in Formula 
One. He knows this is going to be, 
in one way or another, an 
interesting (his word) year. If he 
succeeds he will become a national 
hero in Italy as well as Britain. 
AiMhww Longmore 











[QUEST COtUMHJ 


What do county 
cricketers do in 
winter? 


T he England 

players chosen for 
the aborted tour of 
India have at least- 
been able to enjoy their 
break without suffering 
too much financial 
hardship. None of them 
has had to join the dole 
queue, the TCCB having 
paid them a large 
percentage of their tour 
fee upon cancellation of 
the Indian trip. 

Virtually all of them 
have been resting up 
and keeping fit before 
getting back on the 
merry-go-round of 
international cricket. 
David Lawrence turned 
down a contract to play 
club cricket in Perth, 
Australia, after 
conforming his 
availability only to find 
himself redundant for 
several months. His 
Gloucestershire 
colleague. Jack Russell, 
on the other hand, has 
been making a name for 
himself as an artist, 
having recently had his 
first book of 
illustrations published 
But what of the 
overwhelming 
proportion of county 
cricketers who never 
make it to the heady 
heights of international 
success? How dp they fill 
their winters? It Stems 
that counties on the 
whole don’t regard it as 
part of their brief to help 
find work for the 
employees, who are 


usually under contract 
from April to September. 

Many players, 
especially those with no 
family obligations, go 
overseas, with Australia 
and South Africa the 
most popular 
destinations But with 
the issue of South Africa 
playing an increasing 
role in cricket's politics, 


some players with 
England potential have 
opted to steer clear of the 
Republic. 

However, advice 
seems to vary from 
county to county. Some 
do not believe that 
potential England 
candidates will 
compromise their 
chances by playing in 
South Africa, while 


others advise their 
proteges to visit less 
controversial places. 

By and large, the 
players themselves seem 
to look on South Africa 
as a nice place to earn 
some money through 
their cricket prowess 
and don’t trouble 
themselves with the 
political unpleasantries. 

Although a few 
players are headhunted, 
overseas contracts 
usually come from the 
cricketers' grapevine. If 
somebody has been 
somewhere and can’t 
return the following 
year, they invariably 
recommend a colleague. 

A few youngsters are 
at college, while a 
substantial proportion 
of other cricketers work 
for their club, or the 
club’s sponsors 

John Childs, who was 
picked for his first 
overseas tour, and who 
is also a signwriter, is 
involved in marketing 
for one of Essex’s 
sponsors, selling 
advertising boards, 
marquees and the like 
for next season, while 
David East and Alan 
Lilley work fora 
shipping company who 
also sponsor the county. 

In Edition, East runs 
the benefit association 
and is busy helping to 
organise events and 
venues for John Lever’s 
testimonial. Brian 
Hardie used to do this at 


Essex’s Derek Pringle: works for a survey company 
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chaiHx* to make a 
tax-freo killinff, as 
ca icketers salaries still 
lag' wall behind those in 
most other spoils 
Beneficiaries are not 
actually supposed to do 
anything' themselves 
Instead, their 
committees act on their 
behalf so that they avoid 
any tax liability In 
practice, howevei, 
cricketers usually ,sj)cnd 
the winter prior to the 
benefit season setting 
the wheels in motion foi- 
a lucrative year and 
often complain that it is 
harder work than 
playing cricket' 

Its all-consuming 
nature is reilected in the 
fact that at the end of the 
season, players usufdly 
have to stay at home 
again to tie up the loose 
ends of then' benefit 
programmes. 
‘Uiiemploment" says 
Ki'vin Jarvis, 'is a 
problem for the average 
cricketer that is to say 
if you are outside the 
elite 20 Most of the 
guys have to struggle, 
Ix’uig a cricketer gives 
you a good hlestylc. but 
I there are a lot ol years to 
j b<‘ filled after you retire 
; I have been fortunate in 
; that having h'ld a 
I iiumtier of years with 
: Kent, 1 was eventually 
gr,lilted ,i lienefit Guys 
wdio do not make the 
intei ii.itional grade need 
a benefit to get bv 
"Foi I hi'average 
county pio it i.san 
ongoing liattU' trying to 
get oft-seasoii work you 
need to find a 
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sy mi'athetio employei 
and, at my age, it is 
diflieult to start in ajob 
where you are expei'ted 
to make the tea h'ven if 
you do come up with 
something for five or six 
months It is nearl,v 
always a dead-end 
situation 1 hoped that I 
could find job that I 
enjoyed doing but, 
iinfoi'tiuiately, it hasii t 
happened After 1 rcti rc 
It looks like I will find 
myself selling sports 
goods or perhaps 
working in a financial 
field, but I'm not sure 
tliat tliose options are 
really me 

"Finding work 
becomes a talking point 
for cricketers about 
halfway through the 
season You can live on 
our salaries over a 
period of SIX months, 
but you can be 
struggling il they have 
to stretch over a year 
and incorporate a 
mortgage and a family 
Increasingly, as players 


Mark Benson of Kent 
looks for work during 
the off-season 

help out their counties 
on a commercial basis by 
going into a sponsor's 
tent, the'.y often have a 
more selfish motive in 
muui, namely could 
there be any prospect of 
employment with this 
company after my 
playing days are over'’" 
The varied nature ot 
what othei cricketers 
get up to in the winter is 
revealed by a glance at 
wiiat some of them have 
iR'ca doing this year 
Derbyshire’s Martin 
Jean-Jacques iS working 
as an electrician, while 
Essex's Derek Pringle is 
with a survey company 
in Cambridge 
Hampshire's Chris 
Smith works in a sales 
promotion company, 
and Bobby Parks is an 
accountant for a 
computer company in 
Guildford 

Gloucestershire's Bill 
Athey is working for a 


finance house 
Lancashire's Ian 
Folley IS doing clerical 
work 111 a paper mill, 

Mike Watkinson works 
a.s a draughtsman for an¬ 
electrical company in 
Bolton, while Paul Allott 
IS fostering a successful 
second career with a 
public relations firm 
Northamptonshire’s 
Wayne I,,arkins is 
working for a garage, 
while Geoff Cook is 
involved with the 
commercial and 
marketing side of the 
club, and also in the '' 

Cricketers Association 
Nick Cook IS working 
for a hotel, and helping 
to establish a seminar 
and conference centre 
David Ripley is the 
director of a sponsor’s 
sports shop, while 
Essex’s Geoff Miller 
owns two shops of his 
own in Derbyshire 
Worcestersire's Damian 
D’Ohveira is working 
for the Carphone Group, 
and Gordon Lord is i 



Tommy HInttey 
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keeping fit as an 
assistant manager at 
Worcester Country Club. 
Meanwhile, Steven 
Rhodes, his maiden 
England tour cancelled, 
is working on a project 
of ideas to commemorate 
the county’s 
Championship success. 

By contrast, 
Middlesex’s Paul 
Down ton is an 
exceptional case in that 
he is now into his third 
winter working for the 
City firm James Capel. 
He is in their Equity 
Institutional Sales 
Department, which buys 
and sells UK stocks for 
financial institutions, 
and which invariably 
means dealing in 
millions or even billions 
of pounds. 

County cricket, like 
life. IS divided between 
the exceptionally 
talented and the 
bread-and-butter kind 
The top-flight cricketers 
will always be in great 
demand, but for the 
average county pro who 
forms the backbone of 
English first-class 
cricket it is chance 
contacts and the 
prospect of a benefit that 
ensures his liquidity. 

It IS encouraging that 
some countries are now 
taking more of an 
interest in their players’ 
winter welfare, and this 
trend may spread to the 
benefit of both the clubs 
and the players 

Whatever the 
hardships of life as a 
professional cricketer, 
there are very few who 
would abandon their 
sporting careers for 
anything else, and those 
who do usually draw 
stumps before suffering 
too many of the 
disadvantages that seem 
an inherent part of a 
cricketer’s lot. 

Bridgett Lawrence 

Wisden Cnckel Monthly 





Australia Sink 


Swedisli saviour Jonas Svensson 


Austria bt Australia (Vienna) 

TO play Cash or not to 
was perhaps the question Neale 
Fraser was unable to answer 
immediately after the^ustralian 
Open A) Cash’s form was poor B) 
Cash dislikes clay, but C) Cash in 
the Davis Cup is a different 
proposition. So Fraser gambled, 
played Cash, and lost 

Austria, a tiny natioh perhaps, 
are not so unknown 
anymore—Horst Skoff who beat 
Cash in the first match, has an 
outlandish playing style—very 
jerky and flashy—but is 
dangerous on clay 

His even more famous 
colleague, now, is Thomas 
Muster, who hits the ball like a 
crazed demon, and was hurtful 
enough to reach the Australian 
Open semi-finals. Muster, 
expectedly, took apart young 
Mark Woodforde 6-4, 6-7, 6-2, 6-3, 
and then teamed up with 
Alexander Antonitsch (who’s he"^) 
to upset Cash and John Fitzgerlad 
6-3, 7-6, 3-6. 3-6, 6-2. Austria 
were through 3-0—and it was 
indeed the first major upset of this 
year’s Cup 

Sweden bt Italy (Malmo) 

NO Wilander (staleness). No 
Edberg (back injury). So what, the 












ciMi'ig’t'roiisly UK'l.y t i'ftwcl upset tile 
Atiu'i leans leti ihutioii was on the 
eai'hs 

John MeKnroe, stepped 
back to allow youngsters Michael 
Chang (16) and Andre Agassi (18) 
some valuable Cup experience It 
was a sensible move 

Chang, hiccuped to lose a first 
sot tiebreak But was nerveless 
thereafter, beating ageing 
Paraguan hero Victor Pecci 6-7, 
6-3. 6-4, 6-2. 

Agassi, in thrilling form 
allowed Hugo Chapacu only four 
games, and Flach and Seguso 
then wrapped up the lie with a 


perfunctory 6-1,6-3, 64 win over 


Gonzales and Pecoi 


France bt /srael (Tel A viv) 

AFTER a dismal showing at the 
Australian Open, Noah and 
Leconte finally recaptured .some of 
their skill and flair to hold off a 
gutsy Israeli team 

Noah, whose fickleness and 
unpredictability of form has 
become legendary, was 
remarkably poised to easily lieat 
Gilad Bloom 

Then Leconte, definitely on the 
wane as a player, let skill for once 
overshadow style, and notched up 
a creditable five set victory over 
Amos Mandsdorf, who doesn't 


know the meaning of the word 


‘give-up 


Czech Milai^ 
was too hot^ 
handle 
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Noah then, with the reassuring 
j lethal presence of Guy Forget 
I beside him, turned the doubles 
i match into a crowd pleasing 
i exhibition of skill, athleticism and 
j daring, saving three match points 
1 before downing Maiisdorf and 
I Shahar Perkiss 6-3, 6-7, 3-6, 6-3, 

I 13-11 

France will need to hold this 
form to beat the US in April 

Czechoslovakia bt the Soviet 
Union (Prague) 

RUSSIAN tennis, in the throes 
of a revolution, stuttered in the 
absence of their one established 
star, Andrei Chesnokov. Not 
before Mr Miloslav Mecir, in usual 
style, nearly gave it all away 
After the erratic Milan Srejber 
i had beaten Alexander Volkov in 
I four sets, Mecir took his own time 
and used his own strange style of 
‘now I’m concentrating and now 
I'm not’ to beat Andrei Cherkasov 
in five sets. 

The match drained Mecir but 










replacement Petr Korda 
combined well with veteran Tomas 
Smid to clinch the tie, beating 
Volkov and Andrei Olkhovski 6-3, 
6-4, 6-4 

What then, will Mecir do 
against Becker’s tier many who 
are next? 

West Germany bt Indonesia 
{Karlsruhe) 

GERMANY after a thrilling Cup 
Pinal win in December wasted no 
time in their first rounds. 

By the time the press had 
J’lgured out how to spell and then 
oronounce the Indonesian names, 
decker and gang had finished and 
vere on their way out. 

Becker lost two games against 
Vbdul Kahar Mim; Carl-Uwe Steeb 
ost six games to Tintus Arianto 
•Vibowo; and Becker-Jelen gave 
1 way only seven games to Suhan 
na Buharyadi and Donald Wailan 
t&lalalangi. 

Perhaps the Czechs will provide 
ougher opposition. I 


Yugoslavia bt Denmark 
(Belgrade) 

LAST year Morten Christensen, 
Mikael Mortensen and Michael 
Tauson stunned fancied Spain, 
and Denmark overnight found a 
little tennis history for itself If 
Spain was uneasy con.stantly 
through that lie, it was because oi 
the serving power and pace that 
the Danes had But that was last 
year 

This time around the Danes 
were faced with a prospect that 


DAVIS CUP WORLD 
GROUP (2nd Round) 


April— 7-9, 1989 

Czechoslovakia vs 
West Germany 
Spain vs Yug-oslavia 
Austria vs Sweden 
USA vs France 


I even their power couldn't 
handle strong man Zivojmovic 
and his eqally volatile and nearly 
as tough protege Goran 
Ivanisevic The Danes crumbled 
quickly 

In fact after Mortensen and 
Christensen lost the doubles in 
quick double time. Mortensen 
could only shrug and say. "They 
were just too strong, so they 
won" 

Spain bt Mexico (Marbella) 

DESPITE the advantage of a 
home tie, Spain fumbled 
desperately and it was left to 
newcomer Jorge Arresse, a 
superfit baseliner from Barcelona 
to salvage pride After Spain were 
up 2-1, Mexico struck on the third 
day when Leonardo Lavalle lyes, 
the guy who beat Krishnan in 
Australia) upset Spanish idol 
Emilio Sanchez in four sets. 

Arresse then, held his nerve in 
the final match to beat Francisco 
Maciel in straight sets. 


Photographs Tommy Hindiey 
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THE NEHRU CENTENARY RUN 


COME, RUN FOR YOUR COUNTRY, 

THE WHOLE COUNTRY RUNS W!TH YOU. 


The date is Saturday, 
the 4th of March 1989. 

The time is 1 p.m. 

The event is The 
Jawaharlal Nehru Centenary 
Run. 

The spotlight is on you. 


Nehru Centenary and the Amateur 
Athletic Federation ol India 

WIN GREAT PRIZES. OVER 
Rs.4.0 LAKHS 

The winning men, women, 
boys, girls and veterans will receive 
trophies, medals and attractive 
prizes ol over Rs 4 0 lakhs 
Certiticates will be given to all 
participants 

SPECIAL FEATURES t 

■ Winner ol The Men's and ^ 


Now IS the time tol/ show that 
we can do it again Stand united 
Stand together 

By participating in an event 
like never before 

The Jawaharlal Nehru 
Centenary Run 

In memory of the man who 
loved his country with all his heart 
Come, run for love, run for 
unity, run lor freedom, run for our 
country 

ORGANISERS 

Organised by the Pune 
International Marathon Trust in 
co-operation with the 
Implementation Committee For 
Commemoration of Jawaharlal 


Women’s Marathon w 
(42 Km) will receive S' 

Rs 70,000 plus Trophy 
Also, attractive prizes upto the 10th 
position in this category 
■ Winner of the Men's and 
Women's Half Marathon (21 Km) 
will receive Rs 10,000 plus Trophy 
■ Other categories 
Men's Quarter Marathon (10 Km) 
Women's Quarter Marathon (10 Km) 
Boy's Linder 19(10 Km) 


•tj , 


Girl's Under 19 (10 Km)^^^ 

Boy's Under 14 (5 Km) ^ ^ 

Gill's Under 14 (5 Km) ^ 

Veteran Men 45 and above (5 Km) 
Veteran Women 35 and above (5 Kmj 

■ Attractive trophies, medals 
and prizes for all participants upto 
the 5lh position m 
other categories 

■ The run will also 
be held simultaneously 
in all State Capitals 

k Taluk Headquarters 


^HOW TO ENTER 

" Entry Forms and Chest 
numbers available at Jawaharlal 
Nehru Stadium, Delhi and all State 
Athletic Association Offices at a cost 
ol Rs 2/- 

Last date lor submitting 
completed Entry Forms 28th 
February, 1989(For Delhi-run only) 

Come, run for your country. 


NcHKuClHTtNAKYRuN 
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Norway’s Veg'ard Opaas 
flies like a bird 

telemark position—i.e. 
one foot in front of the 
other — with the knees 
half-bent to absorb the 
shock. The arms should 
be at the side and the 
upper body held 
upright. T^is position 
should be maintained 
throughout the 
transition and on the 
flat. 

Modern developments 
have shown that the 
sport is more dependent 
on timing and style than 
on sheer physical 
strength. Jumpers have 
learned that they must 
upcoil as explosively as 
' possible at the take-off, 
with toes almost over 
lapping the lip, and then 
assume the best 
aerodynamic shape, 
with the air balling 

Austria’s Frank Wiegele 

is on his way down in 
the 90m jump 



under their skis to 
create an element of lift 
and then a measure of 
control as they descend. 

Ski-jumping hills are 
carefully engineered. 
They are designated 90 
metres, 70 metres, and 
downwards according to 
the length that can 
safely be jumped on the 
hill rather than the 
physical distance from 
top to bottom. 

The world’s leading 
jumping hills are at the 
Holmenkollen, Oslo, and 
at Obertsdorf and 
Garmisch (Germany), 

St. Moritz (Switzerland), 
Scpiaw Valley and Lake 
Placid (U.S. A.), 
.Innsbruck (Austria), 
Sapporo (Japan), 
Cortina(Italy), and 
Chamonix and Grenoble 
(France). Since the 
general construction of 
each hill varies slightly, 
the records set at each 
are not strictly 
comparable. 






NEHRU CUP 


F rom Cochin, 1985 
toSiliguri 1988 
the Soviets had 
established their 
i authority on the Nehru 
i Cup. These four years 
i they had delighted the 
i Indian crowd with 
lj incisive passes, swift 
I interchange of positions 
' and menacing attacks 
i The Goa aficionados 
I naturally expected the 
i same drama, the same 
j magic. 

I But the line-up turned 
I out to be a sore 
i disappointment for it 
[ barely resembled 
; anything their 
predecessors offered 
However, all were not 
di«ilIusioned/or the team 
had three Seoul Olympic 
players in Alexie 
i Prudnikov in goal, 

I medio Evgeni Kuznesov 
f and the tough athlete 
Gela Ketashvili in the 
defence So all was not 
that bad in this year’s 
hexagonal tournament 
at Margao’s Pandit 
Nehru Stadium, 

Fatorda. 

The Soviets have 
utilised this competition 
as a breeding ground. 

But if the aim is 1992 
Barcelona then all is not 
well because the three 
Seoul stars will probably 
be debarred by the IOC 
as they are over 23. 

“Our’s is mostly a 
under-21 team which 
has participated in the 
European 

championship. We have 
brought the junior side 
in view of the 1992 
Olympics by which time 
they will all have gained 
experience,” said coach 
„ Vladimir Radionov. But 
will they be eligible 
then? Pressing football 


Hungarian Heroics 


they play. Yes. But were 
the Russians capable of 
proving their 
invincibility? There 
seemed to be much doubt 
about their optimism 
At the outset Hungary 
were treated as 


underdogs Only in 
1983 the Magyar boys 
won the Nehru Cup. It 
was difficult to make a 
candid assessment as to 
which of the two would 
make a triumphant 
return 



The Poles though 
disappointing, had an 
impressive attitude. 
Take the match with 
Hungary in the round 
robin While the Magyar 
players were on the goal 
hunt, the Poles 
retaliated to reduce the 
margin after 
capitalising on a 
Hungarian defensive 
lapse. (The 5-1 defeat of 
the Poles was the worst 
margin) But this match 
pinpointed the terrific 
men upfront, the threat 
Robert Jovan and Petre 
Tamas posed with 
distinct support by 
Zoltan Csuscanaszky, 
Gyentl Laszlo, Emmer 
laslo and Sallai Istuan in 
the vital midfield. 

Hungary was in no 
mood to allow the Red 
Brigade to take the Cup 
so easily this time. They 
were certainly the 
underdogs. And they 
barked with vengeance. 
Siliguri was one story, 
Margao weis going to be 
another. To the 
Hungarians the Iron 
Curtain did not seem 
impregnable. 

The Soviets did not 
look so formidable 
although they finished 
with full points in the 
round robin league. 
Hungary too had taken 
the top slot. The Indians 
fared better against the 
speedy Russians, until 
the fateful moment 
towards the last ten 
minutes. The lamentable 
story was that India ran 
out of steam and the 
defence caved in. 

Against Iraq the 
Soviet reputation was at 

The Hungarian skipper 
Gabro with the Nel^u 
Cup 





stake but for that 
one-g-oal win .The Iraqis 
fought tenaciously as 
the game wore on The 
Soviet midfield fumbled 
and lost possession but 
it was the workaholic 
captain Ketashvili who 
was often seen doing 
rescue work (in all the 
thatches). But the 
Russians played with 
more compactness after 
obtaining the goal They 
will remember how 
uncompromising the 
young Iraqis were 
It was Ketashvili 
again in the limelight 


and while the Soviets 
were the bookies 
favourites in the crucial 
league tie against the 
Magyars.the outcome 
remained unpredictable. 
The match could go 
either way. Both play 
with an identical style. 

Hungary had a clear 
win over India, Iraq and 
DPR Korea but found 
the Koreans physically 
rather formidable. But 
then the tactical 
approach of the Koreans 
was the sore 
point—sadly, all the 
three Asian teams 
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The Police forcibly carry 
away a spectator who 
entered the ground. 
This angers the crowd... 

and to quell it Mrs 
Margaret Alva and AIFF 
chief PR Das Munshi 
intervene 

At least on four 
occasions he was there 
to foil the Polish 
attempt. But in the 
allotted 90 minutes the 
Poles had only one 
proper chance at goal. 
However RevishvUi and 
Shlimov found the rival 
net twice within a span 
of 34 minutes in the first 
half. 

Hungary's 
performance earned 
then) a good reputation 



lacked finish. 

The Nehru Cup 
finalists were decided on 
the eighth day itself. 
Was the fortnight of the 
football extravaganza 
going to create a 
financial topple due to 
diminishing stands? 

The Qoan buffs didn’t 
allow this, they braved 
the heat. 

The Hungarians 
loathed big broUier 
Russia. And with this 
attitude things can 
change dramaticadly in a 
short time when both 
play. The Russians 

Soviet keeper Prudnikov 
gets the better of 
Hungarian Petre Tamas 
in the Anal 
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Prudnlkov and skipper 
Ketashvili with, the 
Nehru Cup *88 mascot 

knew that Petre Tamas. 
Jovan and Zoltan were 
terrors and required 
strict survelliance—even 
with hard tackles. 

The reigning 
champions led minutes 
ftx)m the interval 
although it were the 
Maygars who were 
dominant, fearless. 

Petre missed a goal. 
Prudnikov saved it. He 
saved another. And 
another.... Zoltan, ‘the 




player of the year In 
Hungsuy’ had a 
reputation asmaestro in 
the free kick—the ball 
spinning and dipping in 
dangerously. 

The Hungarian 
onslaught continued 
while the Soviets were 
stUl making 
calculations as how to 
block them. Too late. 
Jovan scored a beauty of 
a header past 
Prudnikov. The 
Russians took the 
battering and 
Chuglonov was just able 
to make a goalline save. 
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Minutes later Jonas’ 
attempt bulged the 
Soviet net o^ a swerving 
Zoltan free kick. It was 
too much for the Soviets. 

The Hungarians 
matched their rivals 
tactically. There was 
verbal warfare and 
jostling which exposed 
the ineptness of the Iraqi 
referee Abdul Khandar. 
In fact, the Soviets 
became increasingly 
frustrated and 
indlsciplined, playing 
desperate soccer. For 
them a Hungarian lead 
was a blow to morale. 


% ■ ■ ■ f ^ - 








r 




r 




4 - ^ 


a 


1 m- 












V 















They indulged m 
malicious and deliberate 
fouls Perhaps a 
strategy to provoke the 
Hungarians—and it did 
Their rhythm of play 
was aggravated. 

The Soviets couldn’t 
manage to neutralise the 
lead a couple of minutes 
later when a "doubtful” 


The Hungarian keeper 
Petry was furious and 
moved towards the 
referee and jostled him 
but Khadar fell on the 
ground losing his 
balance The dreaded 
sanction followed. The 
worst incident of the 
tournament. It was a 
terrible setback for the 
Hungarians: Petry was 


substitute Koszta was 
off form. 

With ten players the 
Hungarians were 
doomed. A sudden 
defence lapse saw 
Kobelev equalise and 
minutes later the Soviets 
were telling the wgrld 
that they were 
invincible. A rasping 
Revishvili shot entered 


Hungarian fight came to 
an end. 

They met again in the 
final. And the story was 
different. The Magyar 
magic finally dethroned 
the champions. 

Hungary looked a new 
breed altogether, with 
rejuvenated confidence. 
They were more 
vigorous More 
enterprising. Ready to 
battle February 4 was 
Hungary’s most 
glorious day. Tactically 
superior and 
individually brilliant 
which in a short spell 
changed the game 
situation. Zoltan’s goal 
was considered the best 
in<the tournament. A 
gem of a goal w^hich will 
be cherished in mind by 
those who had witnessed 
it A 25-yard dipping 
spinner left Prudnikov 
immobile. 

The match was 
courageously handled 
by Sagar Sen and ably 
aided by linesmen 
D’Souza and Shetty 
There were some near 
ugly scenes but Sen was 
quick to book the 
culprits, eight in all. 

Jovan scored the last 
goal (his fifth) to become 
the ‘Marksman’ of the 
tournament. But Zoltan 
after a sluggish start 
was back in his element 
and creditably was the 
man of the final. A great 
player! 

Russia came back into 
the game midway 
through the second half 
but all their effort came 
to nought mainly due to 
their losing sense of 
balance—uncharacteris¬ 
tic of them. Chances 
went ifoegging. But then 
credit would go to 
Hungarian keeper 
Koszta Kanos for a 
couple of smart saves. 
Anyway, the Russians 
have learnt one good 
lesson: never lose your 
cool. 



Subhash Sarcar, IVlargao 











Yes, Intern Soccer Still 


.. .but some of the other Asian teams like Iraq and Kore 


T he Asian challenge was once again 
ruthlessly snubbed by the more 
versatile East Europe supremos. Be 
it the Soviets or the Hungarians, 
India went through another traumatic 
experience A tale of perennial misery 
After the end of the eighth edition, 
statistics show that, besides a win over 
Yugoslavia (m the first Nehru Cup at 
Calcutta), India has drawn seven and lost 
a staggering 26 matches 

For the record Bikash Panji and 
Satyajit Chatterjee conjured a goal each 
to console their colleagues—out of a total 
number of 36 goals aftej- the round robin 
league (with nine against), India 
returned to the cellar 
Only China has done Asia proud and 
even with their inferior style of play have 
finished runners-up three times. 

Exit China. Enter the Democratic 
Peoples Republic of Korea—at long last 
In exile after a ban was imposed by FIFA 
following bloody violence during the 
1982 Delhi Asian Games they maide a 


welcome return to the interaational fold 
And there couldn’t have been a better 
tournament than the Nehru Cup for their 
youngsters to pick up the remnants of 
good soccer 

Although critics were initially 
sceptical about the Korean lads they were 
forced to admit that the DPR boys looked 
more impressive with each match 
Swifter and more intelligent than the 
Indians, Iraqis and the Poles, they failed 
against a far superior Hungarian team 
due to appalling finishing 

Soccer, apparently, had never lost its 
charm even in the midst of a war strifen 
Iraq They had finally come, but without 
their A grade team The senior Iraqi team 
were doing duty in the Pre Olympics and 
coach Anwar Jassam explained that, “the 
side we brought for the Nehru Cup 
consists mostly of players from the youth 
team which will participate in the youth 
World Cup m Saudi Arabia shortly ’’ 

Iraq are the frontrunners in the Asian 
OPR Korea versus India 


Iraqi coach 
Jassam, after 
much persuasion 
said that the 
Indian team was 
lacking 

conspicuously in 
physical 
conditioning. 
Even Soviet 
coach Radionov 
made a similar 
observation, and 
India cannot run 
away from this 
struth 














links... 


lanaged to make an impression 


Zone and Jassam naturally commented 
on their progress. “We are way behind 
the Europeans, but the prospects of the 
current side are good. Within a few years 
they will be the best in Asia. We are going 
through our training and development 
scientifically ” 

Jassam later also spoke on playing 
styles “We cannot adapt the Latin 
American style of play since it’s 
individualistic and it takes years to pick 
up But I honestly feel that the European 
■style will be best suited for the Asian 
countries You only need to concentrate 
more " 

He stalled when asked about India’s 
performance, yet after much persuasion 
said that there are some good players 
with skill, but the team, conspicuously, 
was lacking in physical conditioning 
Even Russian coach Vladimir Radionov 
was of the same opinion India cannot 
run away from this truth 

Subtiash Sarcar, Margao 
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WITH lODEX SPRAYS 


Pulled muscle? Sprain? 
Mu.scular cramp? Joint 
p-ain? Brui.se? CuL> Don’t 
let them put you out of 
action In.stead bounce 
right back into the game 
with new lodex First-Aid 
.Sprays, 

‘kxJex’ Pain Sprav, for 
instance, is .specially 
fonnulatc*d with Methyl 
.Salicylate, a well 
e.stablished analgesic and 
Methyl Nicotinate that 
causes the blood to rush 
to the affected area This 
warms the area and 
enhances absorption - to 


give you immediate relief 
at the push of button 
Ju.st spray on .. and 
play on' 



Get yourself the lotiex 
Shield of Protection. 



FIRST-AiO SPRAVS ^ 

■Ur-ANESKATEF PRODUCT » 

© Eskayef Limned, Licenced user of the Regd Trade Mark* 










Videoton Magic 

I The majority of players who played for Hungary in the Nehru 
! Cup in Goa come from a single team called Videoton S.C. 


T ilE Hungarian team 
wJiich regained the 
Nehru Gold Cup at 
Margao (the busiest 
commercial centre of 
Goa), comprised mainly 
of Videoton players who 
are being prepared by 
the electronic industry 
solely for the 1992 
Barcelona Olympics 
Today Videoton SC is the 
august club in all 
Magyar. 

The company boasts of 
names like Petre Tomas, 
PeterJovan,Jonas, 
Zoltan and a few others 
who helped Videoton to 


take the top slot in the 
national league. Petre 
earned the distinction of 
scoring the most 
number of goals 
followed by teammate 
Jovan, who became the 
"Marksman” of the 
eighth Nehru Cup. 

There was yet another 
feather to Videoton’s 
cap Zoltan was the 
Player of the Year last 
season 

The President of 
Videoton SC, Dr Otto 
BravacE had said that 
his club is as popular as 
the Budapest Honved 


which produced 
international names like 
Puskas, Czibor, 

Grosics “And now he 
said, it is our turn to 
prepare the Hungarian 
side for the Barcelona 
Games. You will see 
most of them wearing 
the national colours in 
1992 But at the moment 
we have to do a great 

The Jubilant Hungarian 
players throw their 
* ooaoh in the air after 
winning the eighth 
Nehru Gold Cup at the 
Pandit Nehru Stadium, 
Fatorda 



deal of work. And 1 
assure you that this 
team will be the most 
important one within 
the next two years,” Dr 
Bravacz said. 

Videoton will have to 
stay on top as it helps in 
marketing the products 
it manufactiires, 
ranging from the home 
entertainment 
electronics to 
computers In 1984, 
Videoton dazzled Europe 
by reaching the UEFA 
Cup final after defeating 
Dukla Prague, Paris St. 
Germain, Partizan 
Belgrade, Manchester 
United and Zheljeznitsar 
Sarajevo. They lost the 
finals to Real Madrid. 

After that, many 
formidable players 
departed and presently 
the team is undergoing 
a change. But Videoton 
deservedly ranks as one 
of the significant hot 
beds of Hungarian 
soccer. Petre, Zoltan, 
Jovan and Mariasi have 
already played for the 
national team And 
many more will in the 
near future. 

The club which was 
founded in 1941 and its 
aims are simple, said 
Bravacz; “The club was 
formed with the aim to 
create regular sporting 
and recreational 
facilities for the workers 
in order to maintain 
their health and 
physical well being. 
Naturally these aims are 
still of great importance 
in addition to people 
who attain the highest 
standard of sporting 
skill.” 

“Wei^ave 900 
registered sportsmen in 
eight different 
disciplines. And we 
expect the sportsmen of 
our club to represent 
Videoton in a suitable 
manner,” the club chief 
concluded. 
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T HB week we will 
discuss the 
gidan-gyaku- 
tauki. In the 

I previous two weeks we 
j have discussed the 
1 punch to thechin and 
! then to Ihe mid-section 
j (the 

; chudan-gyaku-tsuki 
j and jodan-gyaku-tsuki,) 
I and this week we 
concentrate on the 
pounch to the groin. 

Like previous weeks, 
here too there is one 
change. While we have 
been starting from a 
gid&n-barai, or the 
downward block, for all 
our movements so far, 
we now throw a punch 
from the same position 
too. That means, this 
one has you punching 
with your left hand 
while your right*foot is 
forward and vice versa. 


KARATE 



Starting with ypur l«ft 
foot forward, throw a 
down punch to the groin 
or lower abdomen of 
your opponent with 
your right hand. Then 
move the right l^g 
forward, place it firmly 
in front of you and 
punch with your left 
hand. 

On completing of 
three steps forward, 
cross the back leg 
behind you, swivel on 
the ball of the rear foot 
and turn around. As you 
complete the turn, your 
hands should form a 
gidan-barai and then 
punch with the hand 
that is opposite to the 
foot in front. Repeat the 
three punch sequence 
while moving forward, 
with each punch. 

By Shivall Gsnguiy 
KyotoMhliikaMun karat* 



!?■ 


—- 
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In this illustration your left foot Is fonward Cross the right foot 
beyond the line of the front toot and make sure you are on the balls 
of your loot 


Otdan-gyakd-ttnkl: throw three punches 
(with the hand opposite tolthe foot that Is In 
fix>nt) while moving forward with each punch. 
Swivel on the ball of tout rear foot, turn, 
perform a gldan-baral andrepeat sequence 



In Ihe second illustration you have turned right around. The rear 
foot (from Ihe above diagram) has now become the front foot while 
the rear loot is placed at an angle of 4S° 








WORI.D OF SOCCER 


Cruyff renews 
Barcelona contract 

J OHANN CRUYFF 
has got yet another 
term at Barcelona. 

For two more years. 
Renewing their 
contracts with the 
coach the club has 
agreed to give him 
more than £560,000. 
The club 

authorities have also 
agreed to give tlie 
fonher Dutch 
international and 
Barcelona player total 
cont3Pol over all its 
sporting activities, 
not just the football 
team. 

And, in accordance 
with Cruyffs demand 
his group of three 
Spanish technical 
aides would also be 
retained. Currently. 
Barcelona is lagging 
two points behind 
their arch rivals, Real 
Madrid. 

Cruyff informed he 


FA’S move to stop 
drug abuse 

I T was time they 
took such a step. A 
definite one that 
would effectively 
fight against the 
spreading drug 
menace. Sport can no 
longer be exposed to 
itb venomous fangs. 

Alarmed by the 
growing trend of 
drug abuse in 
football, the English 
FA has circularised 
league clubs with a 
list of the substances 
banned by the 
International 
; Olympic Comiftittee 
! ’ and FIFA. The FA has 
pKlso pointed out that 
^iPeveral common 
,.jnedicaraenta, 



would fly to the 
Netherlands to 
complete 

arrangements with 
PSV Eindhoven for 
the transfer of Ronald 
Koeman to Barcelona. 
Koeman is expected 


seemingly innocent, 
often contain 
stimulants, 
prescribed by both 
bodies. 

This, however,.was 
not entirely a new 
move. The letter has 
been sent at the 
beginning of each 
season since drug 
testing was first 
introduced in football 
in 1979. 

This year it has 
been repeated because 
of the recent 
controversy over four 
players having been 
found to have taken 
pseudo-ephedrine. 
The FA, however, has 
not revealed who the 
players 

When charged with 


to cost his next club 
more than £5 million, 
as much as half of 
which will go to the 
player himself. 

Explaining the 
reasons for his 
agreement to stay on 


drug abuse the 
concerned players 
had explained that 
the banned substance 
was present in 
medicaments. The FA 
accepted the 
explanation, but 
advised all the clubs 
on altern^ive 
medicaments, which 
do not contain these 
drugs. 

Pseudo-ephidiiine is 
a kind of drug that is 
used in many cold 
remedies that can be 
bought with , 

prescription. Yet, 
since it has the 
potency to enhance • 
performahost it'ijs 
bannedby the, ■ .. \ V ;'* ; 

Internatkmid,.;:. -c, 

Olympic 5 ^ 

theSporteGotot^t='i'.-', ' 


for twoysansChivylf 
said that he would 
have renewed his 
contract for one year, 
if his duties had been 
restricted to the first 
team. 

He said: “Since my . 
functions will be 
much broader. I’ll, 
stay on for two years. 
Prom now on I’ll be 
in-charge of all sports 
activities: all the 
teohnicai 
responsibility is 
mine.” 

The result: there' is 
happiness all around. 
After the brief 
negotiating session 
on Monday, Joan 
Gaspart, the vice 
president of the club, 
said. “I’m sure all 
Barcelona supporters 
and Catalans must be 
happy about the 
contract renewal. The 
idea that Cruyff 
wants to continue his 
coaching career here 
makes me pleased 
and proud.” 


and International 
governing bodies Of 
football, even if the 
drug was part of the 
medicine. 

Meanwhile, the 
Minister of Sport 
Colin Moynlhan had 
demanded 

explanation from the 
FA on why the y 
positive drug tests 
were not reported to, 
the Sports Council, 
which funds tl^ drug 
testing centre at 
King's College. 
.London University 
.With taxpayers’. 
monsir. , , 
Mh^^^tingly. so . 
^.tb^ FA has paid 
coat, of 700' 

: out in 

the last' 




FIFA sticks to its 
guns 

F IFA still sticks to 
its guns, 

adaQtahUy, refusing 
toyielfitoths 
pressure from the 
International 
Olympic Committee 
(IOC) to open the 
Olympic Football 
Tournament to all 
professionals. 

The secretary of the 
world’s soccer 
governing body, 
Joseph Blatter, has 
recently sent letters 
to all national 
associations 
confirming that the 
competition in 
Barcelona in 1992 
will be for players 
under-23. Following 
the unanimous 
decision of the FIFA 
congress in July, the 
tournament 
including the 
qualifying 
competition which 
begins in the autumn 
of 1990 will be for 
players born on or 
after August One, 
1969. 

FIFA took this 
decision defying the 
tremendous pressure 


is young America 
doing bettsir? 

W HAT is strange 
about soccer in 
America is that while 
her senior players 
have not yet been able 
, toimpreee the world, 
American youngsters 
are a match fof' 
smyoiw. anywhere. 

-, Thi^ ailsplenty of 
in suppOH^dr ' 
th^ meaty. On . t 
‘.da^tleaapooaalona;; 
Aaa^caB'i^i(lh*B4.v ’ 


put on them'by the • 
lOC president Juan 
Antonio Samaianoh 
and WilUe Daume, the 
chairman of the 
eligibility 

commission, toihake 
the game open to'all 
professionals 
including all World 
Cup players. 

Explaining the 
decision. Blatter said, 
“We would never go 
with all World Cup , 
players to the 
Olympic Games. Such 
a situation is 
impossible for several 
reasons, most of all 
beca.u8e the same 
national team cannot 


simohaneouaty be 
at'tetnpting toquahiy 
for the finals of the 
Olympic Games and 
the Continental 
championships of 
Europe, Africa, Asia 
and ^uth America 

He alTO said, “With 
the age limit of 23. a 
team can progress 
naturally from the 
youth side to the 
under-21 tea, then to 
the Olympics and 
finally to the World 
Cup. It is good for the 
progress and 
development of the 
game, and our 
congress, in 





ti^vfilled 


up impressive 
displays against 
European and South 
American sides. And 
a lot of praise came 
firom well-known 
soccer connoisseurs 
and critics. Even top 
men lilm Argentina’s 
Carlos Fachame or 
West Germany’s Berti 
Vogts. 

Yet* thenaggirig 
siis^didxi remains 
wh^er the pmiifwle 
quite os SeriOd^4tS 
■ "one, 

; tlwary suMSStattUit'’ 
Amdrida^ Suit'^i}dan 


and South American 
opponents perhaps do 
not take the games 
and tournaments 
quite as seriously as 
the Americans. In 
others words, the 
welcome praise may 
contain tw high a 
proportion of. 

’ dipidmatiosc^soap 
. . tobetskenberlotisly. 
,. After alljJf young 
; Amerioahe'nre as 
't . Itood as they are made 
I Uj^ttobe.h^ie'it 
,^^^*^eydoh'twinor 
even ^ to the semi 
: ■ diSs^ofthe 


•, -And 

mistaking ■ 

deterinisAtionto’. 
etiok to their • •’ , 

deois^ons. even if 
meant the'diminatii^'" 
of fbotball from 
Games. FIFA is evw . 
prepared to acoept . 
such an ultimatum,, , 
knowing it would . 
never really come, fcv 
the simple reason ' 
that football 
consistently attrwte. - 
the largest audianoee S 
at the Olympics. k : : 

What is ironic ! ; 

about the situation i» *. 
that it was FIFA ' >, 

which, 10 years ago 
had influenced the 
IOC to move towards 
professionalism, 
ending the era of 
shamateurism in 
which eastern 
European nations 
have won every 
football tournament 
since the war. 

Now, the positions 
have reversed. NOw, 
it is the IOC that is 
demanding more 
professionalism the . | 
FIFA is willing to ; 
accept. ^ 


Under-20, or the 
Under-16 World 
Cups? 

So far there have 
been two Under-16 
World Cups. The first 
one in China in 1685, 
and the other in 
Canada last year. The 
USA sent a team in 
both of them, but 
neither saw the US 
boys eidvanoe beyond ■ 
the first round staga; i - 

And this perha^ 
dispels the theory 
that young Amerlm. 
is making headwayM: 
soccer, of late.. -i;"'.i:.;: 
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M.P. Singh takes less inter 
Shahid, Sommaya, Me rw^ 
Pargat is incorrigible... 


These are few of the startling revelations from 
manager Jhaman Lai Sharma’s report on the Indian 
hockey team’s performance at the Seoul Olympics 

Prom left in light coloured Je rsies: Pargat Singh, Me 

:t, the manager and the coach I 


I N a startling act. the manager and the coach 
of the Indian hockey team, which participated 
ill the Seoul Olympics, have harshly indicted 
almost the entire team for the disappointing 
display dished out during theuames. According 
to the report submitted to the Indian Hockey 
Federation by Manager Mr. Jhamanlal Sharma, 
and coach Mr. M. P Ganesh, more than a dozen 
members of the team had one major drawback or 
the other. 

The report which has been circulated by the 
IHF President Mr P Prasad, is surprisingly yet 
to be discussed, even though more than five 
months have passed since the Olympics. It will be 
a sort of pleasant surprise if it is finally looked 
into at the forthcoming meeting of the IHF 
Executive Council 

Both the manager and coach have submitted 
voluminous reports of about twenty pages each, 
in which criticial comments have b^n passed 
against each player. Besides this, a match by 
match criticism has also been made 
Mr. Sharma puts question marks on the 
performance Of at least 11 of the 16 players who 
went to Seoul He went to the extent of 
suggesting the dropping of goal-keeper R. S. 
Rawat, captain M. M. Sommaya and forwards 
Gundeep Kumar, Merwyn Fernandes, Thoiba 
Singh and Mohammad Shahid. (Incidentally, five 
out of these six did not play in the recent Indira 
Gandhi tournament) About the present Indian 
captain M.P. Singh he has said that “he is 
lethargic, takes less interest in training. He must 
exert himself more to become perfect in 
converting penalty corners ” 

Pargat Singh, who walked out of the Indian 
team on the captaincy issue on the eve of the Indira 
Gandhi tournament, has also been castigated. 
Manager Sharma has observed that his “tackling 
is superb, but the rest of his qualities as a 
fullback are poor. He retains the ball 
unnecessarily He goes in attack often. He is 
responsible for most of the attacks against India. 
He is unsound tactically and not good,in 
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training..." 

|nd others should be dropped... 


n 


converting penalty corners He does not care the game He was a liability in the competition. ” 

about instructions from the coach and acts Ashok Kumar’s tackling from the left had been 

according to his own sweet will He is termed faulty and he has been held responsible 

incorrigible. ” for the most of the penalty corners awarded 

. Similarly, Balwinder Singh has been termed as against India. Mr Sharma’s criticism has not 

^ “completely off colour during the whole spared other players like Vivek Singh, Sujit 

tournament. He seldom bends in the game with Kumar, Jude Felix and Jagbir Singh Strangely 
the result that he cannot stop most of the balls goal-keeper Mark Patterson, who was made to 

properly He does not have a serious approach to cool his heels on the reserve bench for most of the 

rnandes, Balwinder Singh and ^mmaya have all been oritioised by manager Jaman Lai Sharma. 
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niatfjhos and who saved India in a critical tie 
breaker atrainst Argentina has also been 
eriticased 

Mr Sharma's report is very ambiguous m the 
sense tliat while on one hand he has severely 
criticised the players and even recommended the 
dropping of six of them, on the other he has 
stated that, “the present team should bo retained 
with minimum changes F'requent changes of 
players and coaches or even doctors disturb 
teamwork" 

At Seoul, India's most crucial match was 
against England, which was the last of the league 
matches. A draw in that match would have taken 
India to the serin finals, but India lost this by 
three goals to nil 

About tins match the manager is of the opinion 
that, “all the boys were rejieatcdly advised to go 
all out in this match The forwards were 
particularly told to pla,y an attacking game from 
the very start of the match India needed only a 
draw to qualify for the semi-finals, but went 
down 0-3” He is of the view that, “our forwards 
failed to perform to our exiiectations We were 
defeated because our forwards do not possess the 
calibre of exploding a well organised defence " 

According to coach Ganesh, againa'. England, 
India played a more attacking game He seems to 


, I 

Li' J ^ 1 


but the rest of his qualities as a 
full back are poor. He b 
unsound taeticaHy, flohs iiqt 
^ care about in^hiiclioiisaM 
V: acts according to his own 
sweetwfc*'^ v 



be of the view that had the Indian players played a 
more defensive game the story woulc} have b^n 
different He also criticised the decision of the 
umpire in awarding the first penalty corner and 
then a penalty stroke, both of which were 
converted into goals by England 

About the total performance of the team the 
coach has observed, “The team was capable of 
reaching the semi-finals and probably had the 
chance of winning one of the medals But the fact 
remains that no team in the world can climb to 
reach the semi-finals from the 12th position 
within j ust six months of training" 

Another interesting observation made by 
Ganesh is “No doubt we could not win any medal 
but the fact that we played out a draw against 
West Germany (silver-medallist) and lost to the 
gold-medallist Britain only in the second half, 
show that with a certain amount of luck, we could 
have been among the medallists!^’ 

Both the officials have also pointed towards the 
tactics to be adopted in future. Coach Ganesh says 
in his report- "We have to emphasise more on 
technical aspects; then only our tactical aspects 
can improve’’. The opinion of the manager is tht 
in minor international matches, promising 
junioi s should be given the chance. 

AiiMr)«et Stfigh, Patfarta 








ROUNDUP 


Supw League Chess 

T wice jiational ‘B’ champion 
and once national ‘A’ 
runner-up, Pabitra Mohan 
Mohanty of Rourkela Steel Plant 
won the first Invitational National 
Super League Chess 
Championship here recently 
collecting a maximum of 8-1/2 
points out of a possible 11. 

On his way to the top, 
37-year-old Mohanty teat six of 
his opponents and shared points 


Pabitra Mohanty (right), 
winner of the championship 
watches runner-up Shekhar 
Sahu play a match 

^ith five others. 

Organised by Orissa State Chess 
Vssociation, the tournament had 
■ight national and four state * 
ranked players. Besides Pabitra 
Mohanty and international star 
Ihekhar Sahu. there were S. 
ManikandaSwamy, S. 
tengarajan and B JeevanMurthy 
rom Tamil Nadu; V. Sthalekar 
rom Bombay and Olympian R. S. 
lupta from Bhilai Steel Plant. 

Union Bank’s Shekhar Sahu, 
^without whose active cooperation, 
‘!ie tournament would not have 


runner-up prize of Re. 2,000/- 
when he finished the league with 
7.1/2 points. 

It was a creditable performance 
from Sahu, considering the fact 
that he had to manage the dual 
role of player-cum-organiser and 
obviously could not concentrate 
on his game. 

The final placings and prizes 

1. Pabitra Mohan Mohanty (8 5 
pts )Rs. 3,000/- 

2. Shekhar Sahu (7 5) Rs 
2 , 000 /- 

3 S. Manikanda Swamy (7 5) 
Rs. 1,500/- 

Sanatan Pani 


Civil Services Football 

C HANDIGARH won the 23rd All 
India Civil Services Football 
Tournament by defeating 
Regional Bank Sports Board 3-2 
in the final to clinch the first 
place. 

The final was a keenly contested 
match. Cochin began very 
strongly when they found the net 
within five minutes of the start of 
the match. But that only inspired 
the Chandigarh lads who 
mounted a series of raids which 
finally resulted in a goal by 
Omprakash. In the second half, 


goals and in the dying minutes, 
Shaji reduced it for Cochin by 
scoring a goal. (3-2) 

In all, 26 teams participated in 
the tournament, which included 
teams from Bombay, Orissa, 
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and 
Jammu and Kashmir. In the final, 
the P. W. D. Minister Mr T. K. 
Hamza gave away the prizes. 

R. Amrit 


ROURKELA 

tater-SchooI Athletics 

T he 4th Inter Steel Plant 

Schools athletic championship 
held at the Ispat Stadium saw the 
host team—Rourkela emerging as 
the new champions in the meet. 
Rourkela accumulated a massive 
170 points in this three day 
championship leaving Bokaro 
(115 points) and reigning 
champions TISCO (108 points) far 
behind. 

The 224 boys and girls from six 
steel plants who participated in 
the championship produced some 
incredible results. In all, 22 new 
records were created out of 48 
events. Rourkela’s boys and girls, 
not satisfied with the overall team 
championship trophy, went for 
the individual trophies as well. 
They grabbed all the 4 trophies 
reserved for the test athletes 
Only Mamata Patnaik in senior 
girls section, had to share the 
trophy with Tisco’s Reena Mishra 

But it was Anuradha Biswal 
(junior girls’ section), national 
record holder in 100 meters 
hurdles for junior girls, who 
cornered all the glory She 
claimed the test athlete trophy in 
junior girls with 20 points. She 
created a new meet record in the 
200 meters (23 06 sec.) and 
equalled the record in 100 meters 
dash (13.00 sec ). She won two 
other gold medals in 400 meters 
aind high jump (1.36 mtr. new 
record). Later she helped 
Rourkela team to win the 4 x lOO 
relay race. 

The Senior boys test athlete 
trophy went to P.K, Rath of 
Rourkela. He won three golds in 
high jump (1.75 mtr, new record). 



leen possible at all, bagged the ' Chandigarh scored two more I 100meters(11.5sec.)and 110 
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at the joint Sports Ground, 


meters hurdles and stood second 
in 200 meters He assisted both 
the relay teams 4 x lOO and 4 x400 
! to win ttie gold medals with a new 
I record time 

Sanjay Sinha of Rourkela was 
declared the best athlete in junior 
boys section. He leaped to a 
I distance of 6 21 mtr to create a 
new record He also won high 
jump event (1 60 mtr ) and 
finished second in 100 meter 
dash 

Mamata Patnaik won the gold 
medals in 400 mtrs and 800 mtrs 
(in 3.5 seconds—new record) and 
a silver medal in 1500 mtrs race, 
while Reena Mishra of Tisco 
claimed gold medals in shot put 
(10 06 mtrs -new record) and 
javelin throw (31 32 mtrs) and a 
silver in discus throw 

Munnu Choudhary of Bokaro 
performed creditably in sprints 
He created a new record in 400 
mtrs with a timing of 52 40 
seconds. Sureshmukhi (52 80 
.seconds) of Rourkela and 
Bhagirathi Sareen (53.00 sec ) of 
Tisco also broke the previous 
record of 53 41 secs. He also won 
the 200 meters and bagged silver 
in 100 meters race Balika Ekka of 
Rourkela in Jr Girls Section won 
two gold medals in shotput (9 17 
mtrs) and Discus throw (26 30 
mtrs) Both are new records 

Sanju Kurnari of Bokaro in 
Senior Girls section earned also a 
double She jumped 4 81 mtrs, to 
break the existing record of 4.68 
meters She won the high jump 
event also. The 400 meters race 
for junior boys was the most 
keenly contested race of the meet 
All the first three boys shattered 
i the existing record of 62.08 secs 
I Rajesh Choudhary of Bhilai won 
j the race with a time of 54 20 secs 
' While Sanjay Pradhan and 
Rajkumar Rajan (both Rourkela) 
were close in second and third 
with a time of 54,30 and 54 60 
seconds respiectively. Anil Kumar 
Singh of Bokaro won a double in 
junior boys section He won the 
800 mtrs and 1500 mtrs. races. 

The best discipline team trophy 
was; I warded to IISCO— Burnpur 
team who could gather only 7 
points in the championship. 

Saitsh Sharnia 


In the fifth State meet of the 
West Bengal Veteran 
Association, held at the Eastern 
Command Stadium in Calcutta 
recently, Ganesh Chatterjee 
(above) came first in the 10 knis 
walk. Some of the other 
winners were Mr J. A. Kapadia 
who stood first in the lOOm 
run. Kapadia is 83 years old. 
He had already participated in 
the world veteran meet held in 
Australia in November, 1987. 


_- CAL C UTFA _ 

Railway Athletics 

T he 34th Eastern Railway 
Inter-Divisional Athletics 
Championship 1988-89 was held 


Kanchrapara recently. 

The Meet began with a colourful 
opening ceremony consisting of 
march past by the competitors. 
Scouts, NCC and the ma-scot Appu. 

Shri N K Ganguly. Vice 
President, ERSA took the salute 
The meet flame was lit after a 
torch relay by veteran sportsmen 
of Eastern Railj^vay and the flag 
was hoisted amidst fanfare and 
bursting of crackers 

In all 37 events were held in 
which 215 athletes took part from 
all over Eastern Railway There 
were keen contests m all the 
events and one record was 
bettered. 

Smt. Chaitali Pal created a new 
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record in the women’s High Jump 
event by clearing 1 58 metres A 
special event was held for the 
dignitaries in which Smt and Sri 
R D. Kitson, General Manager, 
Kastern Railway, took part A 
lively coihmentary of the event 
was provided by the renowned 
•FK’ 

Smt E Kitson gave away the 
prizes while Sn R D Kitson 
commended the participants. The 
meet was closed after lowering the 
flag and extinguishing the flame 


BOMBAY _ 

Perera—The New 
Champion 

NEW amateur golf champion 
has emerged And that's 
thirty-three-year-old 
Kaluchandrage Nanda.sena 
Perera of Sri Lanka The plus two 
handicap player earned this feat 
when he defeated Calcutta's 
Lakshman Singh (Scr ), the 


holder, the 36-hole final, four and 
three at the Bombay Presidency 
Golf Club Course. 

Though Perera was six up after 
18 holes and scoring five sandis, 
Lakshman fought back after the 
break to claim five holes before 
Perera clinched the match with a 
sandy birdie on the 33rd 

Earlier in the semifinals, 
Laksliman Singh prevailed over 
Gatirav Gehi of Delhi while Perera 
got better of Rajeev Mohta of 
Calcutta 

The championship was 
sponsored by Hong Kong Bank 

M. P. Suresh 

MADHYA PRADESH 





LohAyaska Football 

J C T. Mills, Phagwara have won 
the 13th All India Loh Ayaksa 
Gold Cup Football tournament 
played at Rajhara In the finals, 
they overcame the stiff rc.si.st,inc;e 
of Salset Goa, through the 
tie-breaker, 3-1 

In the semi-finals, JCT defeated 
hosts BSF by 1 -O whereas Salset 
defeated BSF, 2-0 A Fernandes ot 
Salset Goa was adjudged the best 
player of the tournament 
Harish Harsh 

SarveshwarDayal 

Hockey 

S ERVICES, Delhi have clinched 
the Mahant Sarveshwar Dayol 
All India Hockey tournament 
played at Rajnandgaon recently 
In an absorbing final, they 
defeated Madhya Pradesh Police, 
Bhopal 3-2, thus ensuring 
themselves of the shield and Rs 
21,000 

Nevertheless, the lo.sers won the 
hearts of the spectators by their 
fighting display and they were 
rightly awarded the ‘Fair Play 
Trophy.’ 

Earlier, Services defeated EME, 
Jalandhar (1-0) through a 
controversial penalty stroke while 
M P Police defeated BHEL 2-1 
Saleem Abbasi (BHEL) and B. 
Topno(M.P Police) were adjudged 
the players of the tournament 
Harlah Harsh 







I Oher first appearance in the 
Charminar Challenge All-India 
Ladies Amateur Golf 
Championship, came through 
with flying colurs m the 36-hole 
final at the Bombay Presidenc.y 
Golf Club course She triumphed 
over Lalita Balasubramaniam of 
Madras, four and three 

Lalita Balasubramaniam, who 
als(j made the final for the first 
time, was very much in the game 
at the halfway stage In fact she 
was one up after 18 holes, and the 
cool and calm manner the 37-year 
old set about neutralising the 
early advantage Seema Sobti had 
secured gave indications that she 
was likely to come out on top 
Twenty seven year old Seema 
Sobti, who was inclined to be rash 
and paid for the mistakes she 
committed before the break at a 
time when this former Kenya 
champion was in a position to take 
a commanding lead, steadied her 
game and after the 27th hole was 
three up. By the time the 30th 
came around, Seema Sobti was six 
up and it was virtually all over 
Most of the those who were 
following the game were at a loss 
to understand Lalita 




Balasubramaniam’s unexpected 
drop in performance If she could 
not quite match the compactne.ss 
of Seema Sobti’s drives, she made 
up with her cautious approach It 
could be that the fitter Seema Sobti 
appeared to last 36-hole course, 
over which both were playing for 
the first time, better 

Seema Sobti receiving the 
trophy from Mr B. P. Singh, 
Marketing Director, VST 
Industries Pvt Ltd. 

__Palkhrvaia 







The M.P. Housing Board 
players receiving the Thada 
Ram Cricket Trophy from the 
Minister of Oas Relief, Hasnat 
Siddiqui 


BHOPAL 


Thadaiam Memorial 
Cricket 

M .P Housing Board clinched 
the title defeating State PWD 
by two runs in the final of 
Thadaram Memorial Cricket 
tournament at T T Nagar 
Stadium here recently. 

The winners batting first scored 
162 runs for the loss of seven 
wickets in 30 overs. Their openers 
S. Nag and Chand Singh gave a 
flying start scoring 67 and 30 
runs respectively. For the PWD, 
Pathak and Paul took two wickets 
each. 

In reply, PWD fell two runs 
short in scoring the required runs 
as Paul was brilliantly run out. 

For the losers, Mohd. As lam made 
a fine 77 runs. 

Minister of Gas relief and 
Rehabilitation, Mr Hasnat 
Siddiqui, gave away the prizes. 

Sunil CMncholkar 












Y our cover-story, “Bodyline” 
(Sportsworld, 18-24 Jan '89) 
made informative and 
thought-provoking reading 
Mudar Patherya’s accompanying 
article and his compilation of 'The 
Hit List’ was excellent However, it 
would have been interesting if you 
had also provided a ‘list’, 
incorporating the names of such 
great batsmen, who survived the 
onslaught, without getting 
injured even once 
I am sure our own Gavaskar and 
Vishwanath would have figured 
somewhere on top in such a list 
■West Indians do have a 
reputation of using 
‘pressure-tactics’, when the going 
has been bad And the 
pressure-tactics has been 
employed by way of intimidatory 
bowling, which has made cricket a 
dangerous game. Victories have 
been a ‘habit’ of the Caribbeans 
and defeats simply shock them. 

The West Indians reigned 
supreme in international cricket 
for over four decades. Clive Lloyd, 
by far the best West Indian 
captain, enabled his team to touch 
the zenith by his impeccable 
leadership qualities. But, one 
cannot possibly overlook the 
conditions which paved the way 
for the Windies supremacy. 


I am not very optimistic about 
the desired result through 
technical changes in the style of 
the game. A bowler, found guilty 
of bowling bouncers and 
short-pitched deliveries with an 
intention of hurting the batsman 
physically, should be barred from 
the following three Tests, as the 
minimum punishment. 

But all said and done, I must 
finally add that ’bodylme’ bowling 
is not a kind of problem, that it is 
made out to be It is bound to 
remain as a short-lived ‘menace’ 
and I do not foresee any jeopardy 
for the ‘cricket’, as a whole, due to 
this unfortunate trend 
B GANESH, 

Jamshedpur. 


Shocking SIdhut _ 

OVERNIGHT, the darling of 
Indian cricket has lost the respect 
of thousands of cricket fans all 
over the country. 

When the nation depended upon 
his genuine talents on the 
forthcoming Caribbean tour, 
Sidhu could have been more 
circumspect off the field 

Even if he gets away scot-free 
and is selected for future cricket 
assignments it is doubtful 
whether he will be able to play his 
natural game anymore What a 
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waste of a good cricketer. 

To sum it up, the biggest loser is 
the game of cricket and Indian 
cricket most of all! 

DEBASHISH MAJUMDAR, 
Calcutta 

Congrats __ 

HEARTY congratulations to 
Vivian Richards and his 
incredible West Indian team for 
clinching the World Series Cup 
Cricket Championships. They 
defeated Australia 2-1 in the best 
of three finals 

This year, the three-nation 
World feries Cup tourney 
provided some real thrills in the 
limited over matches Though the 
third nation, Pakistan at the 
beginning, suffered consecutive 
defeats at the hands of both 
Australia and the West Indies, 
they came back strongly under 
the leadership of Imran Khan 

Pakistan’s failure in reaching 
the last two was chiefly owing to 
the loss of form of their batsman 
and also the inability of Abdul 
Qadir to exploit the Australian 
pitches properly Still, Imran 
Khan, like the gutsy fighter he is, 
inspired his team to battle it out 
although eventually they lost. 

On the other hand, Australia 
gave a superb performance in the 
one-day matches They fought 
valiantly and really was inspired 
by a dogged Allan Border The 
others who contributed their bit 
was Geoff Marsh, Dean Jones and 
Steve Waugh and pacemen 
Alderman and Merv Hughes. 
TANMOY GHOSH. 

Calcutta 


Most Successful 

PRAKASH PADUKONE is one of 
the most successful Indian 
sjxlrtsman in any individual 
game, barring billiards, of course. 

But, sadly, he could not cause 
the sort of wave that was done by 
players like Bjorn Borg, 
gymnasts like Nadia Comaneci 
and badminton greats like Rudy 
Hartono. 

Now that he has come to the end 
of his career, let’s hope that he will 
start a training centre for youth 
PANKAJ KUMAR DEBNATH. 
West Bengal 
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!QUIZ/CHESS/BRIDGE 


j QUESTIONS 

I 1 We are quite familiar with the 
j word 'strokeplay’ in cricket. But 
1 what does it mean when the 
I game is golf? 

I 2 You have surely noticed the 
I ‘ CBF’'on the uniform of Brazilian 
[ footballers. What does the 
! abbreviation stand for? 
j 3 What is meant by ‘fresh air' 

1 strokes in canoeing? 
j 4 What IS the duty of a cox'? 

I 5. How IS the winner of a judo 
contest decided when no point 
has been scored"? 

6 What IS‘'Naginata’"? 

7. A racing motorist returned to 
racing within weeks of a crash (in 
a world championship series in 
the Seventies) which nearly cost 
him his life, but was successful in 
the next series. Guess who"? 

8 Which IS the odd man out' of 
The Boston Celtics, The Harlem 
Globetrotters, the Detroit Tigers, 
The Milwaukee Bucks'? 

ANSWERS 

1 Strokeplay in a golf match 
decided by the total number of 
strokes taken in a round, instead 
of the number of the holes won 

2. Confideracao Brasileira do 
Futebol. 

3. Practising strokes on dry land 
before being afloat. 

4 Cox steers the boat and may also 
advise the stroke regarding 
stroke pace 

5. The decision is given to the better 
stylist 

6 A martial art (very popular with 
Japanese women) in which the 
contestants fight with long 
wooden staves. 

7. Niki Lauda who won the 1977 
Drivers’ World Championships. 

He had been involved in the 
crash in the 1976 series. 

8 The Detroit Tigers. Their game is 
baseball, while that of all the 
others is basketball. 

RanJK GhoM 

A group of German amateurs led 
by El Diemer tried a new opening 
system 50 years ago, looking to 
impose lively original play on the 
opponent. Now there is almost as 
much accumulated theory on the 
line as in orthodox openings! Here 
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is a recent German postal game on 
this theme. 

White: M Diemaen Black. P Leisebeln 

Blackmar-Diemer Gambit 

ld4d52e4dxe43Nc3 

The older Blackmar move 3f3 was 

easily countered by 3 .. e5! 

3.. .NfB4f3ezl35Qxf3 

5 Nzf3 Bf5 Is tbe main line 

6.. .NC616 Bb5 Bd7 7 Nge2 a6 8 Ba4 b5 9 BB3 
NaS 10 NdS Bc611 Nef4 e612 Bd2 b413 
Nxf6+ 

So much for originality, as an 
earlier postal game had gone 
13 Qxf6 14 Ba41 e5 15 Qd5 exf4 

16 0-0 with good prospiects for 
White 

13.. .pf614 0(2 Rg815 Rgl Nzb316 cib3 Be7 

It is now rather like a Caro-Kann 
in which Black has the safer king 
position, despite White’s efforts on^ 
the c-file, 

17 Racl Qd718 Be3 Bb719 Qc2 0-0-0 20 Qxh7 
e5! 21Ne2Bd6 22 b37 

White has a difficult position and 
this does not improve it, so 
centralising the queen, or even 22 
Qh3 should be considered. 

22.. . exd4 23 Bid4 Bg3+ (23 .Bxg2‘? 24 
Rxg2 Rxg2 25 Qe4 wins) 24 Kfl Rg8 
White suffers now for the offside 
queen 

25 Nxg3 Qxd4 26 Ne2 Qd5 27 Nr4 Qd2 28 Ne2 
Big2 + 29 K12 

29 Rxg2 Rxg2 exposes him to just 
as withering attack 

28.. .Re8 White resigns 

He cannot guard the knight 
without allowing a decisive queen 
check on e3 


BLACK 



Barnard Cafferty 

BRIDGE 


When you are in 3NT and hold A 
X X in the suit led, with x x in the 


opposite hand, it is usual to hold 
up the ace. But circumstances, as 
they say, alter cases. This deal 
was played in four matches 
during the semi-finals of the 
Bermuda Bowl and there was a 
healthy swing in every one. North 
was the dealer at game all. 

A 8 S 

C 8 7 , 

O A K 10 7 5 2 
+ 0 10 

4 7 4 2 
C7 10 9 5 3 
0 9 8 3 
4 9 8 5 

4 10 6 
C> A 6 4 
O Q J 4 
4 K J 7 6 2 

Five diamonds is on for 
North-South, and so as it 
happens, is five clubs, but the 
attraction of 3NT were mostly too 
strong 

Sweden, against Britain, 
reached normal contract of 3NT 
from the South side When West 
led the king of spades the declarer 
won at once, not wanting a switch 
to hearts No good, as the spades 
were 5-3 At the other table the 
British were perhaps a bit lucky. 

South West North East 

Armstrong Lindkvist Kirby Fallenius 

INT pass 
3NT dble pass pass 

44 pass pass pass 

In Taipei v USA the Chinamen 
were out of luck, as they were 
throughout the match. 3NT by 
South one down, 3NT by North 
made, when East led a heart and 
again the declarer took the first 
trick 

Finally, in Italy v France, in the 
Venice Cup the Italian South in 
3NT won the spade lead and was 
one down. But Chevalley, for 
France, ducked the spade lead, 
and West, naturally, switched to 
the king of hearts. South won and i 
ran the diamonds. Now East, who 
really should not have been hard 
pressed to avoid a mistake, 
discarded a heaslt to tell her 
partner about the length. The 
effect of this was that West was 
quite unable to find five discards 
without relinquishing her length 
in one of the majors; so this time 
the contract was made. 

Boris Schapiro 


4 K Q J 9 3 
<2 K 0 J 2 
O 6 

4 A 4 3 





There are things g’oing on in the cricketing world we don’t know about 


SUNDRIES 


■ The four-day match at Lord’s between MCC 
and champion county Worcestershire will now 
start on April 15, a Saturday. 

■ India’s series in West Indies, incorporating" 
four Tests, ends on May 3, causing a number 
Of players to miss the first few professional 
engagements in England. The Tests scheduled 
are: March 23-28, Georgetown; March 
31-April 5, Bridgetown; April 13-18, 
Port-of-Spain; April,28-May 3, Kingston. The 
five one-day internationals.precede the Tests: 
March 7, Bridgetown; 10, Port-of-Spain; 11, 
Port-of-Spain, 18, St John’s, Antigua; 21, 
Georgetown. 

• David Constant. 47, who has stood in 36 
Tests since 1971 , has been 'rested' from the 
Test panel for this summer's jfishes series. 

John Hampshire, 48, the formet^ Yorkshire 
and England batsman, replaces him, joining 
'Dickie'Bird, John Holder, Barrie Meyer, Ken 
Palmer, Nigel Plews, and David Shepherd. 
Basharat Hassan, the former Notts player, and 
Peter Eele of Somerset Join the first-class 
panel. 
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QUOTE 

Since MCC and the Church of England 
share the same preoccupation with image, 
perhaps they should amalgamate. It would 
then be possible to require those on the 
waiting list to become regular 
churchgoers—even to Join the chpir. 

Tom Fort in the Daily Telegraph 



■ The Anglican Church of Australia expressed 
its concern over the controversies and 
outbursts which spoilt Australia'a recent tour 
of Pakistan by writing to the Australian 
Cricket Board. Archbishop Penman wrote, in 
part, that there was 'far more at stake than 
cricket', to which ACB chairman Malcolm 
Gray replied, in part, that ‘there are always 
two sides to any story'. 

9 Wellington have won the ShelJ Cup, New 
Zealand’s one-day tournament, clinching the 
trophy with their fifth victory, agahost (^tfal. 
bistriota at Palmerston North. 














David Boon 

■ Opener David Boon has been experimenting^ 
with contact lenses to overcome astigmatism. 
During the Perth Test, he fielded and batted in 
glasses. Meanwhile, Steve Waugh has 
overcome a lingering groin-strain by wearing 
short wetsuit-pants under his flannels while in 
the fleld. 


■ The names of Alan Davidson and the late 
Don Tallon were among a dozen inducted into 
Australia’s Sporting Hall of Fame. The honotu* 
roll at the Aiutralian Gallery of Sport at the 
MCO now lists 812 names. 

* It has been confirmed that Tasmania will 
stage its first Test match next season, when 
Sri Lanka will play at Hobart’s new Bellerive 
Oval. The provisional arrangement for Sri 
Lanka and Pakistan to play three Tests each in 
A ustralia in 1989-90is still under discussion . 
Finally, five Tests with Pakistan and only one 
with Sri Lanka would be preferred. 

■ Kent captain Chris Cowdrey was flned E600 
by the TCCB’s discipline committee for 
remarks attributed to him in The Sun shortly 
after he was dropped as England’s captain last 
season His club earlier had reprimanded him. 
Just on three weeks later, Cowdrey, 31, was 
married to Christel Holst-Sande on New Year's 
Day at the Swedish Church in Marylebone. 
David Gower was best man. 


■ India, pointing to a heavy domestic 
programme, have rejected the Idea of a 
five-week tour by a team of English county 
orioketmrs. 

■ Three cricketers. Sir Donald Bradman, Bill 
O’Reilly and Victor Trumper, were included in 
the roll of 200 Australians ‘who made 
Australia great’, compiled by a committee 
chaired by Dame Beryl Beaurepaire and Alan 
Coates, and published as Australia's 
Bicentennial year of 1988 drew to a close. Only 
21 of the 200 were still living. The authority 
has suggested that 50 names be added every 
half-century. 

■ Garth LeRoux, 33, the Western Province 
fast bowler who had seven seasons with 
Sussex, announced his retirement in 
December. He took 831 first-class wickets, and 
first came to prominence during the World 
Series Cricket era. 


■ Legspinnsr Muihtkq Ahmed, chosen for ‘ 
Pakistan’s Australian tour and then dropped 
when Abdul Qadir was drafted in, joined . 

tour after all, re p laci n g Salim Jaffer, who 
damaged his shoulder while carrying his kit 
from practice. Jaffer rejoined the tour later, . 
Shoalb Mohammad was also sent out as 
reinforcement—but was struck down by 
iohiokenpox upon arrival in Australis. 

' Mushtaq Ahmed 
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MCC MOVES 

M CC, in an effort to improve its pulidiO' , 
image, has appointed Karen Bari Ltd' as 
its PR advisors. Secretary Lt-Col. John 
Stephenson said ‘Many think we're a etuHy 
old club of fuddy duddies. We want to let the 
world know we’re moving with the times.’ 
Ms Earl, of course, would not bo permitted 
into the Long Room while play was ih 
progress, nor become an MCC member. 
However, she has handled sponsorship 
liaison and promotion for ComhlU Insur' 
anoe and Benson it Hedges for some years. 

MCC has sought the views of its 18,000 
members on whether women should be 
offered membership. If such a break with 
tradition were to be agreed, it would take 
several decades to come into effect, for the 
current waiting list is over 13,000. Mem¬ 
bers have also been asked their views on the 
use of portable telephone in the pavilion. 

In Dumber, Lancashire members voted 
to allow women voting rights and entry to 
the Old Trafford pavilion, but the majority, 
1296-841, for the second time in three years 
failed to reach the two-thirds needed to 
carry the motion. Former captain (and 
England opener) Cyril Washbrook, 74, was 
elected as the new Lancashire president. 


■ Greg Shipperd scored the slowest first-class 
century ever at the Melbourne Cricket Ground 
when he took 402 minutes to reach three 
figures for Tasmania against Victoria. His 
final 155 not out in his side’s 428 for 9 dec 
stretched over nine hours, and for all but the 
first hour he had Mick Taylor as his runner, 
having injured a hamstring. 


■ Dean Waugh, 19, brother of twins Steve and 
Mark, is to play for Astley Bridge in the Bolton 
League this coming season. South AMoan 
allrounder Brian McMillan, formerly with 
Warwickshire, will play for Ramsbottom in the 
Lancashire Ijet^e. Indian spinner Maninder 
Singh will be Blackpool’s professional. 


■ Three one-day matches (March 0, Cape 
Town; March 10, Johannesburg; March 14, 
Durbsin) between Old SouJ;b Africa and Old 
Rest of the World vrtil be a main feature of 
South Africa’s Test centenary celebrations. 
.Veterans flrom five Test countries will play. A 
long guest list of former players, 
administratmis and journalists has been 
<lrawn up for the occasion. 
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VWadan Cricket MontHy 










T he depth of 

winter is English 
cricket’s silly 
season. Nothing is 
happening. Even Ian 
Botham is captaining A 
Question of Sport rather 
than Queensland. But 
cricket has been so good 
to the tabloids over the 
past few seasons that all 
they can do is to make it 
up as they go along. The 
only real development of 
the winter so far is that 
we are currently one 
chairman short of a 
quorum on the selection 
panel. 

The cancellation of the 
India tour was a pity, 
because it Would have 
given us a clear 
indication of how good 
or bad the present 
England team is. 

There’s nothing there 
to make the sports 
editors want to hold the 
back page. 

Still, column inches, 
unlike my stomach, 
need to be filled, and 
necessity is the mother 
of invention. 

The Financiai 
Times ‘Observer’ column 
on Dec 14 ran a story 
headlined ‘The Man 
Behind Gatt’. I had 
always wanted to know 
more about the man who 
masterminded the 
career of one of 
England’s many 
captains of 1989, and if 
the FT had got the dirt 
before any other more 
obvious cricket journal, 
then that was all right 
by me. The article was, 
of course, about the 
‘shrewd and tough’ 

Swiss official, Mr ^ 

Arthur Dunke}, 56, . 

whom, readers wjj<9 ■ o' 
assured, Gatynjtfnec^ittr 
get out of a pa^tkmlarly 
dlfpcult mess..J'0unkers 
qUaliflcatj^s'as an 
’ ^u^bi^tralUKU am quoting 
'h^ been honed 



in years as the calm 
technician at the centre 
of increasingly frequent 
outbursts of turbulence. ’ 
I read on eagerly, as it 
was quite clear that we 
were at last closing in on 
the truth behind the 
rhododendron bushes 
‘He has also been 
ambitious to promote 
Gatt’s importance as a 
world economic 
institution.’ Was Mike 
Gatting’s benefit year 


really that good? Or is 
that merely a reference 
to the skill with which 
he negotiated the 
infamous Subba Row 
bonus in Pakistan? Well, 
‘an economics degree 
brought him to Gatt’ 
even though Mr Dunkel 
might have done better 
bringing a qualification 
like that to Gatt’s 
ex-team-mate and 
entrepreneur Philippe 
Edmonds. 


“And what about ‘Border Trouble Flares Again; 
Both may fighf? Isn’t that all about the punch-up 
between Ian Botham and the ex-ohairman of 
selectors over the Australian choice of captcdn for 
this summer's tour?” 



Not surprisingly, 
though, i 5 i,yiew of our 
former captain’s 
difficulties in 
discussions with the 
natives, Arthur 
Dunkel’s linguistic 
ability has also been an 
important asset. He is 
‘bilingual ip French and 
Portuguese. He later 
added fluent English, 
German and Spanish.’ 
No mention of Urdu or 
Strine there, but if only 
Gatt had shouted at 
Shakoor Rana in 
Portuguese instead of 
English, all that trouble 
might have been 
avoided. 

Or so I thought. But 
on close rereading it 
turns out that the.Gatt 
that Mr Dunkel is the 
man behind is the 
General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade, and 
not the captain of 
Middlesex Does that 
mean I have 
misinterpreted all those 
other silly-season 
cricket headlines? Is 
‘Full Marks’ not about 
Somerset’s new captain 
at a Christmas lunch? 
And what about ‘Border 
Trouble Flares Again: 
Both May Fight’? Isn’t 
that all about a 
punch-up between Ian 
Botham and the 
ex-chairman of selectors 
over the Australian 
choice of captain for this 
summer’s tour? I’m not 
sure how the Kabul 
correspondent of the 
New York Herald 
Tribune was first with 
the story, but if it’s in 
print, it must be true. 
And lets for'Currie Eggs 
Boycott’. I know that’s a 
8coop«bout the &>uth 
Africans trying to 
persuade EirGeoffirey to 
play in their premie^ 
toumiunent this season. 
Ihe Sun told me so, and 
when were they last 


I ri Mex'iz f **)I 










In front of a camera for the first time. 
A hundred years ago. 




TIninih ihroufih your numly photo tilbum 
Thorc urc tho.'^c glorious old photogntphs 
(Inn bring fond memories 
In bhick und n hne SIr.irp :ind cleiir even 
Lifter sixty, seventy or hundred years. 

The choice is quite clear 
When you sluxH pictures for keeps, 
shoot them on Black and White film 
You ’ll be glad you did 


Memories may fade with time. 
Not Black & White pictures. 



INDUB &WROII Film 
and Bromide Papers 


a«ta's-HPF.104€ 88 O 










SPORSWORLO WEEKLY 15 FEBRUARY 1989 REQO ' 
NO WBOC/30 79mWS(C)37SMH-BV-S-719 





I \ 


i\ 


Workout with the Power Workout. A very 
physical shoe. 

Tough, Gutsy. Powered with stamina. With 
a double density polyurethane sole. 

With a built-m heel stabilizer. Padded collar 
and tongue. Cushioned midsole. Foam „ 
backed upper. Available in a range of three 
exclusive colours. 


Power Workout. The shoe the pros get 
physical in. The shoe that Power's them on. 


f. GlC.)I<Y_ 
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Talcum powders can’t fight his 
prickly heat like Nycil can. 



Use NYCIL for quickest relief 

from oricklv heat. 


Nycil is a medicated powder, 
specially formulated to fight 
prickly heat at every stage. It 
immediately relieves that itchy 
feeling, and unlike talcum 
powders it fights infection and 
prevents the problem from 
getting worse. 

Nycil. It’s the safest, surest 
way to relieve prickly heat. 

1 Prevents excess perspiration 

2 Absorbs sweat. 

3. Destroys odour-causing 
bacteria. 

4. Soothes the skin. 
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6 After debate and a fair share 
of controversy the Indian team is 
ready to leave for a three month 
tour of the West Indies. Skipper 
Vengsarkar doesn’t have an easy 
job on his hands. And he knows it. 


O O On February 25 world boxing 
Owchampion Mike Tyson meets 
Frank Bruno at Las Vegas. Is it a 
mismatch or will Tyson’s personal 
problems give Bruno the ^ge? 


/I Odd Sport. Steeple chasing 
Continuing our series on 
not-so-popular sports 


All Illustrations by Debashish Deb 
Cover photographs by Utpal Sorkar 


C C Zeeshan Ali proves once again 
he 18 by far the best of the local 
talent And with the Davis Cup 
coming upjthe Satellite-Masters 
circuit gamed more importance 
Plus Focus on the AITA meeting 
and the Vijay Amritraj controversy 


C Q “The English can go to bloody 
t/vhell’’; An interview with 
P'akistan’s cricketing guru Omar 
Qureshi 


Editor Mansur All Khan Pataudi 
Assistant Editor Andy O Brien 

Chlst Sub-Editor Pradeep Paul 

Editorial Staff : Subhash Sarcar. Suprakash Ghoshal. 

Mudar Patherya, Rohit David Briinath, Barry O'Brien, Avik Lea 
Madras Corroapondent; Partab Ramchand 
Sanlor Photographer; Nikhil Bhattacharya 
Art OIractor: Amiya Bhattacharya 

Staff Dastgnsrs: Sushanta Bhattacharya and Samir Biswas 
Editorial Asaittants: Frank Gomes. SujitGhoah 

PublislH.'d and printed (Or Ananda Ba/ar Pair Aa Lid (iorA 6 & 9 PraluKa Sarkar 
Street Calculia 700 001 
by Bijil Kumar Basu 

suichafQelor SrtnaQar ex'Oeibi and Tnpura ZOCMMSe Mampuf ?&pauw 











Kapil Dev 


Dilip VeninBarkar 


READY FOR 
BATTLE! 

The war paint is on; The hattie iines drawn. The Indian cricket team is geared 

to clash with the deadly West Indies 



I F youth aloue could win a Test series, the rubber would be in Dilip 
Vengsarkar’s drawing room already. 

The team he is leading to the West Indies proves exactly why Mohinder 
Amarnath was not selected in the first place; the Board policy has veered 
strongly m favour of a kindergarten 17. Eight of the select crowd are gt^ng on 
their first overseas Test tour—Hirwani, Ayub, Sidhu, Sanjeev and Ajay SHarma, 
Venkatramana, Saba Karim and Robin Singh. Besides, Chetan Sharma, Shastri 
Srikkanth, Azharuddin and More are still on the right side of 30. 

Manmder Singh’s exclusion is also an indication of how the minds of the 
selectors have worked. They have reverted to Ravi Sheistri as the specialist left-arm 
leg spinner; Venkatramana and Ayub have figured in the side as off spinners and 
Hirwani as the right-arm leg spinner. Four spinners in all have been balanced Into 
an equal number of otf and leg break bowlers. 

By deciding to drop Maninder Singh, the selectors have clearly underlined the 
need for batsmen in the side. The berth of a second specialist left-arm spinner has 
been utilised to stack the side with batting ammunition. A clear indication that the 
selectors have clearly recognised the need to fall back on batting reserves in case 
the West Indian fasties get going. In case, as a form of remote possibility, is only 
my observation. A dash of overoptimism, no doubt. 

A couple of other random observations; the inclusion of Saba Karim is a 
latter-day reincarnation of exactly what happened to Kiran More sjx years ago. 
Selected as he was for the West Indies tour when, perhaps, even his captain could 
not have heard of him. Saba Karim’s appearance in a one-day international earlier 
this season cannot ensure his total anonymity, but the surprise has been no less. 

The other has been the inclusion of Robin Singh. Born in the West Indies he 
‘migrated’ to India a few years ago prospecting his cricketing luck. He qualified to 
play for Tamil Nadu and within a couple of seasons has hit the mine every 
cricketer dreams of. His return to the country of his birth, in a different blazer, 
rewinds history to the early Eighties when yet another Caribbean-born had 
returned to play against the country of his birth. His name was Roland Butcher. 

One hopes that Robin Singh will at least be a bit more successful than Butcher 
was in 1980-81. And India more than England eight seasons ago. 

Muflar Patherya 


In the last series wa# suoojBBs. What 

lies in store for Vengsarkar this time? 
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Gautam 
Bhattacharya 
provides the 
story behind 
the selection 
of the Indian 
seventeen to 
the West 
Indies ^ 
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there \^re sever 


other mre 


other three epoht 
wa8a‘*stRitQht 
coiiteat”: 
Manimtervirsas 
Venkataratnaiia 
for the other 
spinner's eiietv 
Ankola verpits 
Chetanfortheii^, 
d)owler’s place?;!; 
!>>^RohinSineh::' 
^^fiirsusBinnyfor 
pliiWttfirinan 


W hy was Mamnder Singh left out’’ 
Wasn’t Binny a certainty for the 
tour, after being recalled from 
the wilderness? Didn’t they say 
that Salil Ankola was the fire to fight the 
West Indian fire? Is Sanjay Manjrekar’s 
showing in domestic cricket superior to 
W. V. Raman’s? Pandit, why did they 
drop him*’ Why was Shekar taken into 
the probables in the first place? These 
were the questions doing the rounds 
after the selection committee announced 
the 17 member Indian squad to tour the 
West Indies. Those who were looking for 
a ‘predictable selection’ were shocked by 
the final list. Twenty hours before the 
selection committee sat, together with 
manager Venkatraghavan and skipper 
Vengsarkar, one selector even 


commented “even a child can select the 
fourteen.” 

Perhaps even he was in for a surprise 
Th journalists who overheard the 
comment thought they had it down pat: 
Vengsarkar, Srikkanth. Arun Lai, 
Sidhu, Shastri, Azharuddm, Kapil Dev, 
More, Hirwauii, Ayub, Sanjeev Sharma 
being the eleventh man with Manjrekar, 
Chandrakant Pandit aijd Ajay Sharma 
completing the numbers. 

The fight for the other three spots was 
a “straightcontest.” Maninder versus 
Venkatramana for the other spinner’s 
spot; Ankola versus Chetaji Sharma for 
the fast bowler's place and Robin Singh 
versus Roger Binny for the utility man. 

Even though “contests’ were being 
talked about, there were reasons to 
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believe that the selectors were sure that 
Venkataramana, Binny and Ankola 
would come out the winners. 

Not only were the selectors looking for 
an off spinner instead of a left arm 
spinner, but Venkataramana also had 
the backing of both Venggarkar and 
manager Venkatraghavan. Moreover, it 
is known that Vengsarkar does not think 
highly of Maninder'a bowling. 

Binny was a svire choice for the team. It 
is generally believed that when a senior 
player is recalled it is obvious that he will 
be taken into the side. Otherwise what 
use is there at pulling him from out of 
nowhere. Moreover. Vengsarlei^ was of 
the opinion that Binny’a ekperienoe 
' would be need^ in pressure situations 
on the tour. 


- ItsaiBdef ■ -/t«, 

futiUnsPrhilea'.-. %. 
relaacedStikMihih'' 
anl}lSap$. 
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Ankola was being lodped at as the new 
fast bowling sensation, the unknoWn 
quatntity that could perhaps surpriss thfl . 
West Indies. The day before the selection ' 
meeting, the probabales were 0,v0t( a i 
green strip for ‘nets’. Ankola bowled a 
flery spell and even hit Vengfsarkar With ■ 
a rising delivery on the very first day of 
the camp. While he impressed almost 
everyone, Chetan Sharma tried hiS level 
best to prove that his fitness problems , 
were a thing of the past. , < 

No one was prepared for what was lo ! 

follow. Even a few cricketers were ■ : i 

Chetan Shariha and Kapil Dev work out.: 

Will Sharma’s fitness ^ow him to lost ' 
the tour? 





ItwasSaxena 
who led the coup. 
The evening prior 
totjiesetectton 
meeting hie threo 


chehtiitf ourtheir 
^fldegy. Whiif 
Chnohenwasll^’ 



stunned when the final squad was 
announced One of them confided to this 
correspondent that Saba Karim who was 
chosen as the second wicket keeper did 
not get batting, his strong point at the 
nets for the first five days at the camp. 
Yet he is making the trip instead of 
Pandit The Bombay wicket keeper 
batsman made the Indian team with such 
regularity as the second wicketkeeper 
that there was a joke among journalists 
that his name was put down after the ' 
captain’s. Yet, inspite of all the 
indications Kar.m, Chetan Sharma and 
Robin Singh will be on the plane to the 
West Indies. 

How was there such a sudden reversal 
in the thinking of the selection 
committee‘s 

To put it simply, the Western block; 
Chairman*Raj Si ngh Dungapur and 
Naren Tamhane were'outmanouvred and 
outvoted by the combii^bd effort of the 
selectors representing the other zones: 
Chetan Chauhan from the North. B.S. 
Chandrashekar from the South and 










“What wrong have I done...?' 


With Robin Singh 
being 

Venkatraghavan’s 
candidate Binny’s 
case was also 
outvoted, though 
Vengsarkar tried 
his level best for 
the Bangalore all 
rounder 


T here would mote chfeerfut 

faces in ft pOQt-houseon' 
Christmas Eve, Woorkeri 
Venkat Raman had taken his 
omission from the Indian team very 
badly His face had a shattered 
expression, his eyes were red and 
swollen and he sat motionless on a 
chair as he absent mindedly waved a 
young autograph hunter away. He 
ha<i heard the "Bad luck, Raman” 
refrain more than he could stand As 
this correspondent repeated the 
phrase he looked up sadly and spread 
his hands and shrugged his shoulders 
as if to say "What wrong have I 
done?". 

Yes indeed, what wrong had he 
ddnc*^ On his Test debut a year ago 
against the West Indies he had got 83, 
In his first one day international 
against the same opponents he scored 
95. He had scored runs handsomely 
on the domestic circuit and climaxed it 
with a triple century in the Ranji 
Trophy game against Goa last month 
His teammates had joked with him 
that while he was originally only the 
22nd man (initially thei-e were to be 22 
probables) the triple century meant 
that he was now the; 14th man (in 


other words a near certainty). ,, 

And yet while the camp WOT dhdt, ' . f 
became obVipue that despite 
impressive credentials, Ramap wOT* 
borderline case, not a ceftainty. He, . 
was fighting for the extra bateman’s 
place with Sanjay Manj rekar and 
there is little doubt that he should 
have got ttie final nod, at least on a 3-2 
verdict in the five man selection 
committee meeWng. Instead, it turned 
out to be 3-2 fbr Manj rekar, 

In epntr^ to a depressed Raman, 
there wOT a happy ^aba Karim. 
Included in place pf Chandrakarit 
Pandit as the team's second wicket 
keeper batsman. A delighted Karim 
told Spoi'tsworld that he did not 
reckon bis chances of selection as 
bright, but had just kept his fingers 
crossed. Well, other young cricketers 
might learn from Karim, the art of 
succesful finger crossing, to get-in to 
the Indian cricket team. A likeable 
22-year-old from TISCO. Dhanbad, 
Karim is a tidy wicket keeper who has 
got many runs (including three 
hundreds) for Bihar in the Ranji 
Trophy. 

Partsb flsmchaiMl, MadrM 



Vengsarktu- and. 
Manjrekar: 

that 
th<eS>0mbay 
;<jad|«ln? 

-V'.r ,' 


■X 
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Ramesh Saxena from the East. 

If inside reports are to be believed, it 
was Saxena who led the coup. The 
evening prior to the selection meeting 
the tliree selectors met and chalked out 
their strategy: tyhile Chauhan wsa to 
back Saxena to get East Zone's Saba 


Karimln, the selector from the East 
would vote for' Chetan Sharma instead of 
Ankola South’s Chandrashekar was 
content in joining ranks with Saxena and 
company provided Venkataramana was 
preferred to Maninder. And with Robin 
Singh being Venkatraghavan’s 
candidate, Binny ’s case was also 
outvoted, though the skipper tried his 
level best for the Bangalore allroundei 

At the meeting, not knowing what had 
transpired the previous evening Raj 
Singh and the rest were dumbfounded 
Chetan Sharma. Robin Singh and Karim 
came in on a 3-2 voting. 

The West knew they had been taken for 
a ride and truely they had, Saxena is 
being blamed for this "conspiracy” and is 
being criticised for bringi?5lg Karim in 
even though many people still consider 
Sambaran Banerjee to be the best keeper 
in the East Zone. . ' 

ThoOT Who disagree with some of the 
selections poipt to '‘provincialism” as the 
evil behind the choices. But then hasn't 
that been an olp stbry 'with Indian 
cricket’s selection pdm»hittees? 
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F our years igo, he 
was a shattered 
young man. Thtw time 
national table tennis 
champion VenugopBl 
Chandrasekhar’s life 
itself was in danger as 
something went terribly 
awry with what should 
have been a routine knee 
operation. Ultimately, 
his life was Saved but he 
came out of hospital a 
virtual "vegStable”. A 
huge amotint of money 
would be needed for his 
treatmsnt in Cahada. . 


CAMP SIDEUMITS 



Among those who 
helped him at such a 
vit^ stage were 
prominent cricketers 
who made sizeable 
contributions, that did 
go a long way towards 
Chandrasekhar 
receiving treatment. 
Moreover, it was a 
touching gesture 
towards a fellow 
sportsman in need. 

Chandrasekhar had 
never really forgotten 
the help given by the 
cricketers. And so, when 
they were in Madras for 
the camp, he sprang a* 
suhpMse on the 
cricketers by turning up 
at the MAC Statium to 
thaBdlc,theipi. And the ’ 
cricketers too responded 
warmly. 

As t^ slightly * 
atoo]^ and bearded 
fllfurebf , 
Ohandrashekhar came 
into view, Kapil Dev, 
Silkkanth and R«isi 


Shaatri went towards 
him and made kind 
enquiries about his 
health and progress. 

* * * 

T O older officials and 
journalists, the 
announcement of the 
Indian'team at the Hotel 
Connemara in Madras 
brought back vivid 
memories. The team for 
the tour of the West 
Indies in 1971 was 
announced at the same 
hotel by the then 
Secretary Prof. MV 
Chandgadkar 
Venkatraghavan was 
named vice-captain and 
this time another Tamil 
Nadu player Skikkanth 
was appointed as the 
deputy. Again, on that 
occasion it was a 
Bombay player Ajit 
Wadekar who had been 
appointed captain. That 
appointment, like 
Veng^fkar’s on the 
present occasion, had 
been‘made at Bombay. 
As iS'well known, the 
teaih returned 
victorious, winning a 
Test and then the 
‘rubber’ in the West 
Indies for the first time. 
Will history repeat itself 
when so many other 
coincidents are being 
repeated? 


T he announcement of 
every touring Indian 
cricket team is awaited 
amidst a feeling of keen 
anticipation and 
suspense. Long before 
the actual 

announcement every 
cricket fan becomes a 
i^lector and offers his 
squad fbr the tour. But 
certainly few teams have 
been i^ked in an 
atoiosphere so charged 


with tension and 
excitement as the one 
Just chosen. , 

One important reason 
was that it was the first 
time an Indian team was 
being picked for a full 
cricket tour since the 
team for the England 
tour of 1980 was 
announced. In between 
the Indian team has 
made only short trips to 
Sharjah and Dhaka. 

In these days of 
frequent tours, almost 
three years is certainly a 
long interval and hence 
the increased feeling of 
impatience and 
excitement about the 
Indian team’s selection 
on this occasion. 


T hink of Srikkanth 
and what adjectives 
come to mind? Dazzling. 
Entertaining 


a lavish dinhor pkrty at 
his spacious, 
newly-built residence at. 
Neelankarai, about 18 
kilometres south of the . 
city on the main rOkd to 
Mahabalipuram. 

The "big bash” was 
attended by nearly 100 
guests, including ail the 
33 Indian probables, 
former Test cricketeM, 
officials, mediamen and 
wives. Srikkanth, his 
wife Vidya, his brother 
Srinath and his wife, his 
sister Srekala and her 
husband, former State 
and South Zone medium 
pacer Bharath Kumar, 
and his parents were all 
seen going around and 
making personal 
enquiries of every guest. 
The cricketers also 
moved about freely, 
generally enjoying the 
informal atmosphere. 
But even here they were 
beseiged by autograph 
hunters. 

The party went on till 
past midnight but the 



Srikkanth and wife Vidya play host to Blnny 


Swashbuckling. Well, to 
that list you can add the 
qualities of generosltv, 
hospitality and a per^t 
host. The 20-year-old 
Indian vice-captain held 


cricketers left well 
before that. After all, 
they had to report back 
to the conditioning 
camp the next morning 
at 7.30 am. 
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SUICIDE SaUAD! 


These are the 17 who are to undertake the most dangerous 
mission in the cricketing world—meeting the deadly West 
Indies on their home ground 


VENGSARKAR, Dilip Balwant (Bpmbay) Captain b 
Rajapur 6 April, 1956. Right handed ba'sman. Tasl 
racoril ; Debut v New Zealand (Auckland) 1975-76, 
101 matches. Baiting: 162-22-6388-166 v Sri Lanka 
(Cuttack) 1986*87. Avge.4S.62 17 centuries. 31 
fifties. Fielding; 71 catches Bowling. No wickets for 
36 runs. Against West Indies : 21 matches batting 
34-4-1486-159 at Delhi, 1983-84 Avge 49.53 6 
centuries. 6 fifties. One-Day Internationals Debut v 
New Zealand (Christchurch) 1975-76.110 matches. 
Batting: 104-19-3110-t06 V England (Pune) 
1984-85. Avge 36.58.1 century 21 fifties. Fielding. 
32 catches. Bowling: No wickets for 4 runs. 

Previous tours to West Indies In 1975-76 and 
1982-83, 



AYUBArshad 

(Hyderabad) b Hyderabad 
2 August 1958 Right 
handed batsman/off break 
bowler Test record Debut 
V West Indies (Delhi) 
1987-88 7 matches. 
Batting 11-4-168-57 v 
West Indies (Calcutta) 

1987- 88 Avge 24 00 1 
fifty Fielding 2 catches 
Bowling. 27 wickets for 687 
runs Avge 25 44 BB 5-50 v 
New Zealand (Bombay) 

1988- 89 Against West 
Indies 4 matches Baiting 
7-2-133-57 at Calcutta 

1987-88 Bowling 6 wickets 
for 400 runs. Avge 66 66 



One-day Internationals 

Debut V West Indies 
(Nagpur) 1987-88, 15 
matches Batting 
7-2-76-31-vNewZealand 
(Sharjah) 1987-88 Avge. 

15 20 Fielding, 3 catches 
Bowling 14 wickets for 551 
runs Avge 39 35 BB 5-21 v 
Pakistan (Dhaka) 1988-89 
First tour to West Indies. 

AZHARUOOIN, Modh. 

(Hyderabad) b Hyderabad 
8 February, 1963 Right 
handed 

batsman Right-arm 
medium pacer Test record 
Debut V England (Calcutta) 
1984-85 27 matches 
Batting. 40-3-1799-199 V 
Sri Lanka (Kanpur) 

1986-87 Avge 48.62 6 
centuries 6 fifties Fielding. 
23 catches Bowling- no 
wickets for 8 runs. First 
Against West Indies; 3 
matches. Batting: S-0-185-60 
at Calcutta, 1987-88. Avge 
37.00 Fielding: 3 catches. 
One-Day Internationals: 
Debut V England 
(Bangalore) 1984-85. 80 
matches, batting 
73-15-1970-108* V Sri 
Lanka (Bombay) 1986-87 
and also v New Zealand 
(Baroda) 1988-89 Avge 
33 96 2 centuries. 7 fifties 


Fielding 32 catches 
Bowling 12 wickets for 418 
runs. Avge 34 83BB3-'19 
V Australia (Delhi) 1967 
First tour to West fndies 


Azhaxuddin 



HIRWANI, Narendra 

(Madhya Pradesh) b 
Gorakhpur 18 October, 

1968. Right handed 
batsman/Leg break Googly 
bowler. Test record . Debut 

V West Indies (Madras) 

1987- 88. 4 matches. 
Batting: 5-2-23-17 V New 
Zealand (Hyderabad) 

1988- 89, Avge 7:66 
Bowling: 36 wricketsfor 526 
runs Avge. l4.61 BB8-61 

V West Indies (Madras) 
1987-88 on debut. Against 


West Indies 1 match. 1 run. 
Bowling. 16 wickets for 136 
runs on debut—a world 
record. One-Day 
Internationals : Debut v 
West Indies (Gwalior) 
1987-88 9 matches 3 
runs. Bowling; 14 wickets 
for 387- runs Avge. 27.21. 
BB 4-43 V New Zealand 
(Sharjah) 1987-88. First 
tour to West Indies. 

Narendra Hirwani 



MORE, Kiran Shankar 

(Baroda) b Baroda 4 
September, 1962. Right 
handed batsman AA/icket 
keeper Test record Debut 
V England (Lord s) 1986. 
20 matches Batting 
26-5-473-49 v West Indies 


Kiran More 
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OEV Kapil (Hafyari^) Qhpndi^arlt 6 January 
1959. Right handad 'batsman RtgW-arni tnedium 
fast bowler. Tail raciml .' Odbut V PaWstan 
(Faisalabad) 197e>79..9S matches. Batting; 

137-12-3996-163 V Sri Lanka (Kanpur) 1986-87. 
Avge 31.96.6 centuries 21 fifties. Fielding 52 
catches. Bowling: 329 wlpkets tor 9686 runs. Avge. 
29.44. BB 9-83 v West Indies (Ahnledabad) 

1983-84. Against West Indies ; 2l matches. Batting; 
33-4-988-126* at Delhi 1978-79. Avge 34.06.3 
centuries 4 fifties. Fielding: 16 catches. Bowling: 71 
wickets for 1831 runs. Avge. 25.78. BB 9-83 at 
Ahmedabad 1983-84. One Day Internatioiials ; Oebur 
V Pakistan (Quetta) 1978-79.133 matches. Batting: 
122-24-2702-175* v Zimbabwe (Tunbridge Wblls) 
1983. Avge. 27.57.1 century. 14 fifties. Fielding: 49 
catches. Bowling: 157 wickets for 4164 runs. AVge. 
26.52 BB 5-43 v Australia (Nottingham) 1983. 
Previous tour to West Indies in 1982-83 (as 
captain). 


SRIKKANTH, Krishnamacliarl (Tamil Nadu) b 
Madras 12 December, 1959. Right handed 
batsman/Right-arm medium pacer. Test record: 
Debut v England (Bombay) 1981-82. 35 matches. 
Batting- 57-3-1830-123 v Pakistan (Madras) 
986-87. Avge. 33.88. 2 centuries. 12 fifties. 
Fielding: 32 catches. Bowling; No wickets lor 75 
runs. Against West Indies; 4 matches. Batting. 
7-0"2.04-71 at Bombay, 1987-88. Avge. 29.14. 2 
fiftiee.^ One-Day Internationals: Debut v England 
(Ahmedabad) 1981-82. 105 matches Batting 
105-2-3058:123 v Pakistan (Calcutta) 1986-87. 
Avge. 29.68. 4 centuries. 19 fifties. Fielding. 29 
catchPS' Bowling: 21 wickets tor 284 runs Avae 
13.56. BB 5-27 v New Zealand (Vishakhapatnam) 
19®89. First tour to West Indies. 




1 (Delhi) 1987-88 avge. 
22.52. Fielding. 36 catches 
15 stampings. Against West 
Indies . 4 matches, batting: 
7-1-131-49 at Delhi 
1987-88. Avge 21 83 
i Fielding. 4 catches 6 
stumpings. One-Day 
I Internationals . Debut v 
! England (Pune) 1984-85 
I 31 matches Batting 
i 22-8-186-42* V New 
j Zealand (Bangalore) 
j 1987-88 Avge 13.28 
I Fielding 19 catches 15 
! stumpings First tour to 
I West Indies. 

LAL, Arun (Bengal) b 
I Moradabad 1 August. 

' 1955 Right handed 
: batsman Test record 
j Debut V Sri Lanka (Madras) 

I 1982-83. 12 matches 
; Batting 22-1-616-93 v 
! West Indies (Calcutta) 

' 1987-88 Avge 29 33 6 
I fifties Fielding 12 catches 
j Bowling No wickets for 7 
j runs Against West Indies 4 
matches batting 
7-0-227-93 at Calcutta, 

I 1987-88. Avge 32 42 2 
fifties Fielding 1 catch 



Arun Lai 


One-day Internationals : 11 

matches Batting. 

11 -0-115-51 V West Indies 
(Calcutta) 1987-88. Avge. ■ 
10 45 1 fifty. Fielding 1 
catch Previous tour to 
West Indies in 1982-83. 

MANJREKAR, Sanjay Vijay 

(Bombay) b Bombay 12 
July. 1965. Right handed 
batsman Test record - 
Debut V West Indies (Delhi) 
1987-88.1 match. 
2-1-15-10* Avge 15.00. 
One-Day Internationals 
Debut V West Indies 
(Rajkot) 1987-68 4 - 


■ft' ■ 

matches. Batting 
4-2-85-52 V New Zealand 
(Baroda) 1988-89 Avge 
42 50. 1 fifty. Fielding 2 
catches First lour lo West 
indies 


Sanjay Manjrekar 




Chetan Sharma 


SHARMA, Chetan 
Jagatram (Haryana) b 
Ludhiana 3 January, 1966 
Right handed 
batsman Right-arm fast 
medium bowler Test record 


Debut V Pakistan (Lahore) 

1984- 85 19 matches. 
Batting 21-7-310-54 v 
Australia (Adelaide) 

1985- 86 Avge 22 14 1 fifty 
Fielding 5 catches 
Bowling 53 wickets for 

1797 runs Avge 33 90 BB 
6-58 V England 
(Birmingham) 1986 Against 
West Indies 3 matches 
Batting 5-1-73-27 at 
Calcutta 1987-88 Avge 
18 25 Fielding. 2 catches. 
Bowling 10 wickets for 268 
runs. Avge 26 80 BB 5-55 
at Delhi 1987-88 One-day 
Internationals Debut v 
West Indies (Jamshedpur) 
1983-84 48 matches, 
batting 24-11-260-38* v 
New Zealand (Launceston) 

. 1985-86 Avge 20.00. 
Fielding 6 catches. 

Bowling 58 wickets for 
1779 euns. Avge 30.67 BB 
3-22 v Sri Lanka (Shagah) 
1983-84 First tour to West 
Indies 
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SIDHU. Navjot Singh (Punjab) b Patiala 20 
October, 1963 Right handed batsman. Test record ; 
Debut V West Indies (Ahmedabad) 1983-84. 5 
matches. Batting: 8-1 -237-116 v New Zealand 
(Bangalore) 1988-89. Avge. 33.85.1 century. 
Fielding 1 catch. Against West Indies; 2 matches. 
Batting 3-0-39-20 at Madras 1983-84, Fielding. 1 
catch. One-Day Internationals : Debut v Australia 
(Madras) 1987-88. 18 matches. Batting: 
16-0690-88 V New Zealand (Shagah) 1987-88 
Avge. 43.12. 8 fifties. Fielding: 4 catches First tour 
to West Indies. 



VENKATARAMANA, 
Margasahayam (Tamil 
Nadu) b Secunderabad 24 
April, 1964, Right handed 
batsman/Off break bowler.. 
Test record: Yet to play. 
One-Day Internationals; 
Debut V New Zealand 
(Baroda) 1988-89. 1 
match No runs. Bowling; 2 
wickets for 3o runs, Avge 
18 00 BB 2-36 V New 
Zealand (Baroda) 1988-89. 
First overseas tour. 


SHARMA. Sanjeev Kumar 

(Delhi) b Delhi 25 August, 
1965 Right handed 
balsman/Right-arm fast 
medium bowler Test record 
, Debut v New Zealand 
(Hyderabad) 1988-89 1 
match 18 runs, Fielding 1 
catch Bowling 3 wickets 
for 50 runs. Avge 16.66 BB 
3-37 at Hyderabad on 
debut. One-Oay 
Internationals; Debut v 
WestJndies (Calcutta) 

1987-88 16 matches 
Batting. 8-3-53-28 v Sri 



Sanjeed Sharma 


Lanka(Dhaka)1988-89 
Avge 10 60 Fielding 6 
catches Bowling 15 
wickets for 514 runs Avge 
34 26 BB 5-26 v West 
Indies (Sharjah) 1988-89 
First tour to West Indies 

SHARMA, Ajay Kumar 

(Delhi) b Delhi 3 April 1964 
Right handed batsman 
Slow left-arm spinner. Test 
record Debut v West 
Indies (Madras) 1987-88. 1 
match, 53 runs. 30 highest. 
Avge 26 50. Fielding. 1 
catch Bowling No wickets 
for 9 runt, One-Day 
Internationals Debut v 
West Indies (Calcutta) 
1987-88. 8 matches. 
Battifig; 6-4-l 11 -52* v New 


Zealand (Indore) 1988-89 
Avge 55 50 2 fifties 
Bowling 1 wicket for 191 
runs Avge 191 00 First 
tour to West Indies 



AJay Sharma 


KARIM, Syed Saba (Bihar) 
0 Patna 14 November, 
1967 Right handed 
batsman/Wickef Keeper 
Yet to represent India 



SHASTRI, Ravistiankar 
Jayadrith (Bombay) b 
Bombay 25 July, 1962. 
Right handed 
batsman/Slow left-arm 
spinner. Test record . Debut 
V New Zealand 
(Wellington); 1980-81 61 
matches Batting: 
90-12-2702-142 v England 
(Calcutta) 1984-85. Avge. 
34.64. 7 centuries. 10 
fifties. Fielding: 28 catches. 


Bowling 132 wickets for 
5050 runs Avge 38 25. BB 
5-75 V Pakistan (Nagpur) 
1983-84 Against West 
Indies 15 matches 
Batting 26-4-677-102 at St 
John s, 1982-83 Avge 
30 77 1 century 2 fifties 
Fielding 4 catches 
Bowling 30 wickets for 
1267 runs Avge 42 23 BB 
4-43 at Kingston, 1982-83 
One-Oay Internationals: 
Debut V England 
(Ahmedabad) 1981-82 
105 matches Batting 
84-16-2153-102 v Australia 



Ravi Shastri 

(Indore) and England 
(Cuttack)-both in 1984-85. 
Avge. 31.66 2 centuries. 
14 fifties. Fielding; 31 
catches. Bowling: 101 
wickets for 3394 runs. 
Avge 33.60, BB 4-38 v 
Pakistan (Calcutta) 
1986-87. Previous tour to 
West Indies in 1982-83. 



Venkataramana 


SINGH, Robin (Tamil 
Nadu) b Princes Town 
(Trinidad) 14 September, 

1963 Left handed 
batsman/Righ-arm medium 
pacer. Yet to represent 
India First class record: 
Debut for Tamil Nadu v 
Kerala (Madras) 1985-86. 
23 matches Batting. 
28-6-1308-152 V Punjab 
(Madras) 1987-88. Avge 
59.45 Fielding. 23 catches. 
Bowling 32 wickets for 909 
runs. Avge. 28.40 B.B. 

6-28 V Kerala (Salem) 
1987-88. First overseas 
tour with Indian team. 


Robin Singh 



Note; The sequencje of b^^^i^tnnings—not 
outs-runs scored—highesi. BB signtfies best 
bowding. 



Compiled by KAVI BMIT MBfAVTAVA 
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“Fit and rarin’ to go” 

That’s Srinivasraghavan Venkatraghavan’s 
opinion of the team he will manage in 
the West Indies 


Srini vasragha van 
Venkatraghavan has got 
credentials that no one could 
argue against and a resume that 
is longer than moat players'in 
Indian cricket history. A member 
of the country’s famed spin 
quartet, Venkat took 156 wickets 
in 57 Tests in a career that lasted 
from 1965 to 1983. He captained 
the country in five Testa 
(including the 1979 tour of 
England), as well as the first two 
World Cup competitions in 1975 
and ’79. Captain of Tamil Nadu 
from 1970 to 1984, captain of 
South Zone from 1970 to 1980, 
manager of the Indian team to 
Sharjah and Australia in 1985-86, 
secretary of the Tamil Nadu 
Cricket Association since 1986. As 
one who has been to the West " , 
.Inches in 1071,1976 and 1983, 
r Venkat, erudite and professional. 


j was the ideal choice to manage the 
current team to the West Indies. 
Shortly after the team was 
selected, Venkat spoke to 
Sportworld: 

Sportsworld: Are you satisfied with the 
composition of the team? 

Venkat; Yes, it’s a nicely balanced 
side, well served in all 
departments. 

How would you rate our chances in the 
West Indies? 

That’s a difficult question to 
answer. We have to go with an 
open mind, do our level best and 
grab the opportunities as they 
come along. A tour of the West 
Indies is always a tough one but 
one can succeed with a lot of 
application and determination, as 
we did in 1971. 

From your vast experience of West 
Indian conditions, whaf kind of wickets 
do you think we are likely to encounter? 


The wickets have been changing 
almost every time 1 have been 
’ there. The Kingston wicket (at 
Sabina Park) was not very quick 
in 1971, was fast in 1976 and not 
very quick again in 1983, 
Trinidad (Port of Spain) 
traditionally used to be a spinner’s 
wicket but this is reportedly not 
the case now. Barbados 
(Bridgetown) is generally a hard 
and quick track while the Bourda 
wicket at Guyana is a lovely 
batsman’s track. 

India has lost four and won only one of 
the ‘rubbers’ played in the West Indies, 
What makes you feel that this senes 
could offer a change in the fortunes? 
Well, we lost the last two ’rubbero’ 
narrowly. In 1976 we lost a four 
match ‘rubber’ by two matches to 
one. In 1983, we lost a five match 
‘rubber’ two matches to nil. We 
have got a well balanced side now 
and our record against the West 
Indies is not bad compared to 
some of the other countries. After 
all, we drew the last series in India 
with them one match all. 

Yes, that match at Chepauk was won by 
spin. Do you think spin could succeed 
even on the tracks in the West Indies? 

As I said, we have a well balanced 
attack. If we get a green top or a 
fast wicket, we have the seam 
bowlers to exploit the conditions 
as Kapil did in 1983 and as the 
Pakistan bowlers succeeded last 
year. Spin bowlers too have a role 
to play. They will first have to 
contain the batsmen and, from the 
fourth day onwards, will be 
expected to take the wickets. On a 
pitch that offers some purchase, 
our spin bowlers are good enough 
to perform well. 

How far did the conditioning camp 
succeed in its objective? 

This is not the start of the season. 
The players have already had 
about five months of cricket , the 
series against New Zealand, the 
domestic circuit and so on. The 
camp was conducted to see how 
well the players’ bodies and 
muscles have responded and 
whether they will be fit for tour. 
The players are all fit and rafin’ to 
go. In fact, they picked up a few 
new exercises lat the camp and, 
done the right way, they can learn 
to avoid injuries. 

Int*rvi«%¥ by Partab Raaidiand 
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INDIA’S RECORD AGAINST 



Kapil Dev: 11 Tests as captain but not a 
single victory 


Season «enue Tests Indie 

1948-49 in Ind 5 — 

1952-53 in Wl ■ 5 — 

« 

1958-59 in Ind. 5 — 


1961-62 In Wl 5 — 5 J 


1966-67 in Ind 3 

1970-71 in Wl. 5 

1974-75 In Ind. 5 


1974-75 in Ind 4 

1978-79 in Ind. 6 

1982- 83 in Wl 5* 

1983- 84 in Ind 6 

1987-88 in Ind 4 


Total... 58 6 



M. A.K. Pataudi: Captaining in three series 


Following are the details of the total first class matches 
played by the previous five visiting Indian teams- 


Year 

Played 

Wen 

Lost 

Drawn 

1953 

9 

1 

1 

7 

1962 

9 

1 

6 

2 

1971 

12 

2 

1 

9 

1976 

9 

1 

3 

* 

6 

(Guayana 

Match 

abandoned) 

1983 

11 


2 

6 


HWHEST AQ8K8A1*. 124() (Av:by'SunM SavasKar, 1971 
HI6MSST «» OF WKTI, SO (Ay. 23,64) by Subaeh Gupta, 19iS3. 
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iriwn, 4n<ln» Ci^. 


'Aniar Nath ■ 

: .v^air Hajwt® . - 
■if^Umn'gaf 
f^y/Urw^ ' : 

' .Qhalam'! Ahrtied <2r»d, 

' • ;■'■ 
Video Mawad (4th> ■ ; 

. l^mu Adhikah (5th) 

Nafi Contraidor (1at, 2nci) 
M.A.K PaJaiKJi (3rt), 4th. 
6th) 

M.A.K paigudi 
• AJit Wadakar 
M A.K. Pataudi (1st, 2rd, 
4th, 5th) 

Vahkataraghavan ,(2nd) 
Btshaa Bedi 
SOml Gavaskar 
KapH Oev 
Kapil Oev 

Dilip Vangsarkar ( 1 st 
ihrea)- 

Ravi Shastri (4th) 


tM.li. Cap: 

John Goddard 
jaw Stotiowyor 

Franz Alexander 


Frank V/orhsH 


Gary SoPars 
Gary Sobers 
Cliva Uoyd 


Clive Uoyd 
AlviriKailichafan 
Clive Uoyd • 
Clive Uoyd 
Viv Richards 




In 1971 Gavaskar scored, 1240 runs at an 
averag'e of 05.38 



PLAYING RLCORO OF THE CAPTAINS. AGAINST WEST INDIES 


iNow ; 

navi Shaidrr 
Ajit Wadskar 
^ft^.'Gai/sskar 
Polly Umrigsr 
He™ Adhikarl 

L«la Ainamatti 
VIjay, Hazare 
.SIshan B^i 
Kipit Dev .. 
WAiK:, .Pa(ai«?i 
3,.V«r^rk^'. 

I . y . 


.Pr«^A>im|M)tlArr. 
CHvfciHoy^-'V, 


JtjlffiSesCending order oi highest success percentage) 

Tesf^ Won Drawn Lost 


Soeem % 


Toss Won 


1 ■ " . 

■5 , . . 

1 

_ _ 

_ 

100.00 

1 

,1 

4 

— 

feooo 

' ' 2 

6'■ ■' ' 

' - 1 ’ ■’ 

5 

— 

66.33 

3 

1 

.t, 


1 

— ’ 

5O.O0 

*— 

Wun,' , ' 

1 

— 

■ 50.00 

■ 1 

$■ 


4 

1 

40 00 

' — 

S - 


4 

1 

4000 

4 

4 

1 

1 

s 

. '2 - ' "■ 

37.50 

2 

11 , ' 

■ 1 

27.27 ' 

4 ’ 

10 

.2 

1- ■ ■ 


, 25.00 

6 

3‘ 


1 ' ,';-7 


16.66 

2 , 

56 


29 ■ 

. 23 ' 

35 34 

27 

} 

5 

. 5 ' 



100 00 

3 

5 

20 

.<5 

3 . ■■■ ■ 



80.00 

4' • 

to. ';;' - ■ 

1 

7 

- ■ 4 . 

3 

67.50 

60.00 

' ID., 

5% 









FRANKLY. I DON’T 
GIVE A DAMN! 


BISHEN SINGH BED! 


Mohinder 
deserved amore 
graceful farewell 


I 


O N the eve of Indian team’s departure 
for the Caribbeans for a gruelling two 
and a half months, not a soul in the BCCI 
seems to give the genuine expression of 
concern for the physical as well as 
mental well-being of Indian cricket. I can 
promise my dear readers that I am tryiug 
my best not to be harsh on any one m 
particular. 

There is, however, one breed in 
particular - The National Selectors-who 
can never escape scrutiny, even from the 
greatest of nincompoops, especially 
when the Chairman of the Selection 
Committee is guilty of not watching a 
•single game in the zone he represents, 
and another selector decides to have a 
needles.s chip on his shoulder just 
because the State Association by-passed 
him as far as chairmanship of the State 
Selection Committee was concerned. I 
am, indeed referring to the 
newly-constituted DE)CA, whose 
representatives on the BCCI till very 
recently have not shown North-Zone 


unanimity at its very best What happens 


There is one bre¬ 
ed in particular— 
The National 
Selectors— 
who can never 
esca^ 
scrutiny, even 
from the 
greatest 
nincompoops, 
especially 
when the 
chairmari of 
the Selection 
Committee IS 
guilty of not 
eratchliige 
single OsindiK/ 
thezonehe 
regresenfs ' i 


' "'y 

thereafter is anybody’s guess. Agreecl, 
some oi'ua derive a lot of pleasure in 
solving imaginary riddles. But when the 
players in contention for a deserving 
look-into, are nonchalantly brushed 
aside on the simple pretext that only 
fourteen or fifteen can wear the India 
colours the argument becomes as hollow, 
as the five wise men entrusted to look 
after the destiny of Indian cricket 
Please, I do not wish to leave the 
impression of a perpetual Oritic of an 
organisation I have myself been • 
associated with .‘I do realise the ' 
constraints of the five wise men. That is 
precisely why my condemnation of a 
thoughtless policy or system, shoulid not 
be misconstrued, ^ have only two queries. 
to make—(i) Where was the need to . 
announce twenty thwefor^ 
concentrated camp whe|^ sole attention 
should have been bn th^seledted. 
seventeen?! (ii) BVeii iaea,great llyihg 
legend Bip Dbi^ld tq 

have acknowle^f that '^be is 
no substitute fbr yputh;?' ^ut jtiang on. 


Ji 
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the relevenoe of Bitulin^ to the Indian 
cricket scene is rnost likely to put me in 
the dog house! I For 1 have been a silent 
observer of the hue and cry raised at 
Mohinder Amarnath's exclusion earlier 
in the season. The situation is slightly 
different now. And also, perhaps a shade 
more painful for India’s greatest 
“come-back stager”. More of good old 
"Jimmy” shortly. 

The recall of Roger Binny and T. A. 
Sekhar defies logic More pertinently, it 
is a severe blow to MRF's Pace' 
Foundation, unless they are over jubilant 
at the inclusion of the caretaker of 
Lillee’s ambitious project. The master 
plan could well be to use these two 
stalwarts for practice purposes only. All 
the more reason to groom raw youth for 
such an exercise On the batting front. I 
am bitterly sore that Sachin Tendulkar 
has been wrapped up in cotton-wool and 
the claims of Bhaskar Pillai, Gursharan 
Singh, Chandrasekhar and a coupl^f 
promising lads from Maharashtra'wave 
been overlooked mercilessly. Some more 
heart burning will surface when sjip 
more will inevitably be axed mm 
unceremoniously I doubt if the seS&tors 
are presently the object of envy Even if 
they are, “it is better to be envied than 
pitied”!! 8^!^ 

On one count, however, I must 
compliment the five wise men for'lSfit 
buckling under public or media pressure 
for the inclusion of Mohinder Amarnath. 
I have always maintained that Mohinder 
himself didn’t do his cause any good by 
translating his frustrations into vlilgar 
expression in print. Most unlike the 
pleasant and placid Mohinder I have 
known. 

Whatever public sympathy Mohinder 
enjoyed was brought to nought by his 
arrogance Yet again, the BCCI showed 
resilience by not succumbing to 
Mohinder’s demand to be represented by 
a lawyer. On the one hand, Mohinder 
laments that the player-official 
communication gap is big, On the other, 
when an opportunity arose to narrow the 
gSp, he decided to choose the legal 
course, and that too, according toone 
member of the committee, very much in 
"retaliatory feign”. Well, things have 
gone’a bit too far, and as Lforesee it. 
there is only one loser—the individual. 
The estahlishnflent stance not to entertain 
Mohinder’s lawyer was apt in so far as 
setting up of & queeie precedent was 
averted. , 

As one who has faced maximum 
inquiry comi^tees, I have no hesitation 





MomiHfer 
6ii|oyad was 
brought to 
nought by his 
arrogance. 
Yot again, the 
BCCI ahowed 
reailienceby 
not 

succumbing 
to MohInderS 
demand to be 
represented 
by a iawyer... 


in sayltl^lhat the BCGI is repUted tbitave 
a terrible knack of creating roug^ ' 
weather. But then the “gsily-mix" givps 
in and they are looking fbr the quickest 
way to get out of a tardy situatitm^tf: 
Mohinder had shown slight boldn^M IH, 
accepting his marginal folly, thiitgrs 
wouldn’t have reached such ah impaese. 
Honestly. I can't figure out who has been' 
Mohinder’s guiding spirit in the twilight 
of his career. Surely, such a highly ' 

acclaimed sporting personality deserved 
a more graceful and rewarding farewell. 
Perhaps, I am day-dreaming. Except for 
the solitary case of Gavaskar, who di4 
just about everything on his terms, even 
his fading away, which other Indian 
aportsperson can claim to have his 
services acknowledged with gihceful 
finesse?' 

Last week, I made a flying visit to the 
Eden Gardens - the greatest cricketing 









■I 

■■■>'>‘.'i' 


"'Y 




venue inthe world—to inaugurate a blood 
donation camp which marks CAB’s 
foundation day dedicated to the memory 
of Sir Frank Worrell I couldn’t think of a 
more befitting tribute to one of the 
world's greatest human beings. That Sir 
Frank Worrell played and captained the ' 
West Indies and moulded differeht isles 
into a formidable combination was just a 
coincidence Sir Krank was my idol and 
that’s what gave me enormous 
satisfaction to be the first donor. I was 
amazed at the voluntary response for 
such a laudable caui^e Instantly, I 
thought of my home state where blood is 
being shed indiscriminately, A lump in 
my throat became irresistahle. 
phopessional management group 
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That’s how Raju Mukherji sees the 
Indian cricket selectors’ act of 
naming’ 23 players for the 
pre-tour camp 




T HE rationale of 
selecting a squad 
of 23 players for a 
wetik-long 

training camp prior to 
the selection of the final 
17 defies logic. 
Whatever the factors 
were that [Kiinted to 
such a decision ai'e 
difficult to decipher. 

IJo the selectors 
sincerely behove that 


there would be any 
substantial 

improvement or decline 
1 n the capabilities of the 
players in those seven 
days’'’ F’or that matter, 
will the form at the 
Chepauk “nets" decide 
who would go and who 
would not? 

Arc we to believe that 
if T A. Sekher bowls 
better than Sanjeev 


Manager Venkat gives close-catching practice 



T he litual of conducting a conditioning 
camp Tor fndian cricketer’s on the eve of a 
tour has beep going on for some time now. 6ut 
the questions asked at the beginning, about k 
decade ago,-ire still reiSvant. Is such a camp 
necessary?'If it is, should the format and its 
timing be bf^nged? What should be the camp's 
duration?"'Who should be in charge? 

Let’s tsonsider a ffew aspects of the Madras 
camp. Schsiftttled to be held hetweeiji Feb, 8 and 
18, it was however obvious from the beginning 
itself that it would be truncated. FOr one thing, 
half of'thg*'«3 probables were committed to 
. playing in Jttte Karsan Ghavri benefit game at 
Rajkot oh^Feb. 12. Even a hectic flying sche¬ 
dule, InihiMng a chartered flight from Bom¬ 
bay to Raprett would take about three days. So 
Feb 11 to'K5>i(jould be chopped off immediately. 

Then the Ranji Trophy quarterfinals 
sOhedulsct^iilom. Feb. 17 to 20, Which; meant . 
that 14 Of thd 28probables would have to leave. 
the camp af feast by Feb. evening. Thus it is 

, very eyident that the camp had. goiie wrong* 
even at the planning stage, . ' ‘ ' ; 

, Not surprisingly, then, ft:om Feb. 11 tn 13 ^ 
the camp was reduce to about ten pihyers 
'batting, hoveling, fleeing and doi% some 
exqrqistw;;: !' /■;'{> V . 

’ 1*he|iidhni, tMuii for w#at fhhiSs toun was 

,,'pn'lFeh;.''^ Undf; 

purpos^^'''tbat meant‘the end ;of the camp,.' 
-Prthnptiy TiA.. Sekhar stopped attending the 
"camp while Roger Binny flew off to Bangalore. 
The four others who were dropped—Ankola. 
'Pandit. Raman and Maninder—stayed tbr a 
day before leaving. While Maninder and Pan'> ' 
dit flew off to Delhi and Bompay to pl^ the 
Ranji Trophy quarterflt^s.^Ankola'and':^ 
man stayed back In Madi^^p^lj^h^usd 
city was thavenue of 


Mtdiarasbti'a 
the d^inp.'wqnjtd 














> iHbetttn&sa 
>•< injB^^rputs 
4 Ai&oliithroUfirh 
his paces while 
' Sekhsr looks on 
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A Conditioning Camp Necessary? 


remaining players...who were not involved in 
the Ranji Trophy quarterfinals. It was, m fact, 
mooted that the camp be shifted to the MRF 
Pace Foundation as the MAC Stadium was the 
venue of the Tamil Nadu-Maharashtra match. 

But, quite predictably, with the team having 
been selected, no one had any desire to stay on 
longer And the camp—an expensive and dis¬ 
appointing venture—ended with »''whimper. 

Both Raj Singh, Chairman of the-, national 
selection committee and S Verlkailraghavan, 
the manager, defended the idea, of such a 
camp Raj Singh said that the manager and 
captain would come to know the exatrtifitness, 
ability and attitude of a player aw a i result of 
such a camp. When asked whether j^would not 
^-be a better idea if such a camp was.h^id for the 
actual 16 or 17, instead of 23 prob^ibles, he 
said that, on the contrary, it wasigood that 
there was competition for a few slots as that 
would encourage the players to,prove their 
worth. “Even a child can select 13 or 14” said 
Raj Singh. “It is the borderline cases who have 
to fight for three or four final slots and this 
kind of competition is good " 

Be that as it may, there is certainly a 
stronger argument for having such a camp—if 
at all it is found necessary—after the final 
team is picked. That way all the players can 
^ perform freely without any doubts as to 
whether they will be picked or not. Moreover, 
it could help bind that players into one cohe¬ 
sive unit and encourage a feeling of team 
spirit. 

Also, the dropping of spme players at the 
last moment is bad for morale. One had only to 
look at the shattered faces of W. V. Raman and 
Chandrakant Pandit, two near certainties, 
after the team was announced to realise this. 
Veterans Binny,and Sekhar just dropped out 
of the camp altogether-while Manindev was 
another one who could not hide his disappoint¬ 
ment. Only 'new, boy* Ankoite seemed un- 
a^ected. knowing that hehad'bnly an outaide 


ohanceof being selected. Moreover, he also has 
youth on his side. 

Venkat’s defence of the camp was at least a * 
bit more credible. The former Indian captain 
had obviously learnt a great deal from Dr 
Tandon and, with the help of two physiother¬ 
apists Dr Nadkarni of Bombay and Dr Kannan 
from Madras, he tried his best to put the 
players through their paces and fulfill the 
objective of the camp. Which, as he put it, was 
to help recondition the cricketers' fitness in 
mid-season and see them through the tough 
tour ahead. In fact, he said the players learnt 
some new exercises and this would help avoid 
injuries. 

But if the camp has a purpose—and the 
Board seems to be convinced of this—what 
were the selectors doing? They arrived in 
Madras on Feb.'' 13, just a day before the 
selection of the team. Should they not have 
been present for a few more days to monitor 
the fitness of the probables? 

The TNCA and the ground staff, headed by 
experienced chief groundsman K. Parthasar- 
athy, provided pitches that were hard, bouncy 
and true. Still, facing Ankola, Robin Singh 
and Binny on these tracks is a very different 
proposition from facing Marshall, Patterson, 
Walsh and Ambrose on West Indian wickets. 

Isn’t it time the Board gave serious thought 
to importing a bowling machine especially to 
be used at such camps? The machine may lack 
the subtlety of a human being but it could 
certainly be made to hurtle down balls at a 
greater speed. And fast deliveries is basically 
what the West Indian attack is all about. 

In .the ^ture, even if the Board feels that a 
condtfioi^g camp is essential, then both the • 
concept ajad.the execution will have to change. 
Per^habb even the attitude of the players to-„ 
Wfuxle such camps will be more serious and: • 
prcfi^ional as a result. , , . 

PMtsb fbmehsnd 
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1 SIki rniH. at the “nets" tJie 
I former would replace 
I t he la tter? Is there any 
f('ason to feel that Ayub 
would make way for 
V(']ikatramana‘'’Or, is it 
that the selectors would 
want to see if Roger 
Bumy can still run and 
bond*'’ 

Hope these were not 
the factors that led to 
this strange decision. 

For then the credibility 
of the people at the helm 
would make us wince 
and shrug. 

If anything the very 
idea of the camp for 23 is 
an example in futility A 
glaring instance of 
indecision. An effort to 
keep all and sundry 
happy An act which 
would lead to 
discomfiture and 
irritation among the 
players 

The pragmatic 
approach would have 


been to select the final 
team of 17 and then to 
have invited them over 
for a week’s 

conditioning camp prior 
to the team’s departure. 
In this way all the 
selected players, 
especially the new faces, 
would have had the 
opportunity of getting 
to know each other in a 
relaxed frame of 
mind 

Team spirit and 
camaderie would have 
developed An actual 
environment of the 
mission to be 
undertaken could have 
been simulated Tactics, 
strategies, priorities 
surveyed. Mutual 
strengths and 
weaknesses discussed 
The homework for the 
ultimate test would have 
been accomplished in a 
thoroughly professional 
manner in a cordial 



How much of 
arm-twisting went into 
Vengsarkar’s seleotion 
of the team? 


atmosphere. 

But, true to our liking 
for unnecessary 
confusion and 
paraphernalia, our 
selectors, with the 
Board’s blessings, 
thought it fit to let the 
players undergo the 
camp in a tentative 
mental frame. Apart 
from the handful of 
certainties, the others, 
especially the 
border-line cases, would 
not be in a relaxed frame 
of mind, which surely is 
not the best way of 
preparing for a arduous, 
challenging tour The 
threat of the axe on the 
neck would force 
gamesmanship to 
surl’ace at the nets VJe 
would indeed be lucky if 
flares do not fly at the 
camp 

(This article was written before 
the final squad was 
announced) 





TMl 




100%O.E.in 
Two Wheeler 
Batteries 



Over600,000 

.Satisfied 

O.E. Users 


AmcO'Yuesa 
made for 
Maruti Suzuki 




That IS the proof of our performance 
A Battery of superior technology manufactured in 
collaboration with YUASA of Japan-Number 1 in the world It's made 
lo last long, to match the most exacting qualify standards for excellent 
performance and with a nation wide after sales service it makes value for 
money So when it's time for replacement stay with the original proven power 


AMCO-YUASA 


Dealers AMCO BATTERIES LIMITED eo Mcieod street, Calcutta-17 

* Agency House, Aberdeen Bazar, Port Blair 4. Ph : 3016 * Sunrise Battery Co., Katras Road, Dhanbad 
Ph ■ 3479 * Utkal Motors (P) Ltd., Madhupatna, Cuttack 10. Ph . 30734* NRB Sales, 78, NSC Bose Road, 
Calcutta, 40 Ph 421672,33A. Chowringhee Road Room No 7A. 12th floor, Calcutta 71. * Overseas Link, 
195B, Park Street, Calcuttsi 7. Ph • 447741 * Jaguar Engineers, Big Shop No :10. Sector 2 Market. Rourkela-6 







PHOTO FEATURE 


















★ ^STW^IJ Wff 

* ^,c»tMi^«iimf^5mf^ 


★ ^,%JSIt.%5^*>II%'e3|?! 
1&5W#'SjRfS «IPHS %RJ 


















































'iWWal!5? ?Efl3 

US $ fil^-^ (Conversion Rate) atWfSI i 


A/C Payee Cheque ?f Bank Draft -4 WW sflH ^ 
^ IAnanda Bazar Patrika Limited-^ 
•(ICn Jffl?!! 'S(l<Hi^ I 

?5|16 

’(lilc'i^ i>*iw I 'ilfafi'S’ ^ filwlsw ^ c*fltG|4l*l ^ t*)W 
’Ilia I ^ 

A'^;. 5}I^ v|t4^» 

? JIPHH I 

- • (TfW 

2Hi^ ^fjwr'sfru-^? aff^ W ^ 

^ ^iw»i I^’^<ii>i*i I 'SiNsi^ <ij<i^i I 

■ i^d SR 5}!^ ^?Pi fiillW 'oWti '5IPJf-5Il'a5t9 f 1615^ I 

B ‘Id W 5}I^3ttat5<??(Pi fiwiW'S!?!!®iiw|615^ I 

'Q 1^ 

WELCOMGROUP 

idrtw^wan5f5nai^^?iw«^l5!gff^‘*BiwBlOT’! 

CTi*P!^ 

CT-CTW«iFfite5 

B>oaRalRPf3WS5^>^|BR4l^*BR^^S=^ • 



i I «5S^a|l5^5JRSl^^m^4<C®W^'»Bj0WBSffS«l^ 
^StWlWfsfejp I 

^ I aiP^ Trtas^B^ fipw >i«|iil fie® stoi ji|s(-6^ 

«I Jtt#5 ai ^ ts^ nvin Ktew <p«t ^ ^ (g^ ^it >qwg> 

TO Jital^lSIw^ «itJ)fw^ CT-(?pR« tiwiC s^pi *1615® 

OS^nS, iSbrSHW^Kig I 

8 I tac-M IJft'B ^ ^ijppj «IRR?W1iJ ^'•«(l «(1JMI| 

^ I 

'Si '5lt^',i«5i3''<>-'fl? 'SIWJ 'Sll'i)lOt'<i ^IC^ ^ 51^ I 

P-1 

PRABASHI ANANDABAZAR I 

Subscription Form j 

rvi 1 

* I FS. enter my subscription to Prabasht Anandabazar for j 

(v' one) [J 6 months [^ I year j 

I 

starting from___(iminih) 19 I 

(Pte4se note, suhscnpiions .iccepted only from the first issue of a month) i 

I am paying by 

(v'one) I ~J A/C Payee Cheque [ J Bank Draft | 

payable to Ananda Bazar Patrika Limited for the amount' I 

I 

(v'otie) j 

□ £15.00 ClfSOtW I 

6 months I year | 

□ U.S$ 26.00 ( J VSSS2.00 ] 

* Subscription acceptable in other foreign currencies 
at their current conversion rates to £ or US $. 

Please send my copy of Prabashi Anandabazar to 'i 

(Please write in h|<Kk Icticrs) 

'^y 

Address__I 


I Postal code__Country_ 

I (Telephone__) Signalutc ___ I 

I_1 


Market Planner • Prabashi Anandabazar 
Ananda Bazar Patrika Limited 


6, Prafulla Sarkar Street, Calcutta 700 001, India 
Phones: 27-4880 & 27-8000 


• Wheatsheaf House 
4, Carmelite Street 
Fleet Street 
London EC4 
U.K. 

Phone:01-353-1821 


• 214 East, 6th Street 
New York 
N.Y.10003 
U.S.A. 

Phone: (212)-982-6100 


If yiM dontieail Bengali, please send this advertisement to a Bengali friend, here or abroad. 

Yoo’li ta sanding good news! 


PA-89/6 




















_ 


Venkat (third from lafl| and Kapil Dev reach for the 
heavens 


An interesting observation is that Shastri (sitting) 
and Raman (second from right) who bowl with their 
left arm also drink tea with their left! 


A pity that there was no side-on camera to record this 
photofinish 
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Hie Raj-Rajan Shovf*" 




Fltee: The palace at 
Dunjparpur. Maharajah 
Rajpingh ofDxingarpur 
is holding court. Sitting 
at his feet is criohet 
correspondent, Rajan 
Bala. 

m How goes it in our 
kingdom? Has it rained 
? 

RitlM: Yes, Your 
Highness. The rains 
were good this year. 

m-. And how are our 
subjects? Are they 
happy ? 

Rajan: Oh, Your 
Highness. How can you 
ask such a question? 

You have the happiest, 
most contended subjects 
in the world. 

Raj; We are happy to 
hear that. And how is 
the cricket selections 
going on in the country? 

Do you keep a watch 
over them? 

Rajan; Of course. Your 
Highness Your wish is 
my command. The 
cricket selections all 
over the country are 
based on your wisdom, 
foresight aJid what not. 

Raj; We are glad to hear that. I hope you have been 
writing constantly that we are the most 
knowledgable selector in the country, that we 
breathe, eat. live cricket and that kind of stuff. 

Rajao: Here are the clippings of my writings. Your 
Honour. As you ca,n see, they are devoted to just one 
theme. Qlorifying your cricket sense, your uncanny 
ability to spot talent, nurture it and allowing it to 
blossom, 

Raj: Humph, that’s good. I hope you are taking 
care of that “#§%-&’()• who has dared to raise his 
eyes to our level, to make fun of us, to label us as a 
viduahak. 

RRjaiK How can you doubt my loyalty, Your 
Honour. 1 am theunly phe in the country, who has 
hinted at the l^uth Afiripan connections of that man 
Leave him to Ae, ^|y liege. You don’t have to worry 
about suchpapple. 

Raj: ,We p|ea8ed|, dpch loyalty and devotion 

Aove.tu. ■' *, ’‘K ’ 

BaJvi: Oh, yqu.have made me so happy. Your 
Honour. Mindyou, It^s not just the South 



African connection. 
There are so many other 
ways of attack. How 
dare he hold a press 
conference in the hotel 
room of his South Indian 
teammate? I have hinted 
a South-North link, a 
deep-rooted conspiracy, 
in fact a cricketing 
Bofors. My editors are 
please with me. 

Ral: We too are happy. 
One does not come 
across such devotion 
these days. 

Rajan: You can count 
on me. Your Royal 
Highness. 

Raj: I hope your 
colleagues in the other 
papers and magazines 
are singing the same 
tune. I would prefer a 
chorus of support, not a 
solo voice have you 
convinced your other 
colleagues? Do they 
think as you think? Do 
they glorify me and 
villiy him"^ 

Rajan: Your Royal 
Highness, I’m trying my 
best. Even if they do not 
sing my tune, I shall 
fight alone. I shall hold 
the flag up. 

Raj: You shall not be alone. From now on, thou 
Shalt be known as the Envoy and Plenipotentiary 
Extraordinary of Dungarpur. Come hither, let me 
pin this medal on you. This shall proclaim to the 
entire world, your noble connection with the House 
of Dungarpur. 

Rajan; Oh, Your Noble Majesty, am I worthy of this 
honour (Breaks into tears). 

Raj: Now, go forth. Show the world your mettle! 

Rajan: Need you say more, your Highness. I shall 

sally forth and expose that charlatan.his 

Springbok links, flying off to England for a holiday, 
r^ handkerchief, secret links with Dev Features, 
father’s influence, insolent press conferences. And 
if I do not finish him off. Your Highness is free to 
behead me. 

RaJ: Oh, Rajan, you are unique, one in a trillion. 

Let’s now gafortb and fight the common enemy, the 
honour of Dungarpur is at stake. Chhalo Aage! 


rV < 
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WORID HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIPS. FEBRUARY I'h 


E very fight re- 
quiroe an image— 
for publicity and 
because it's much 
more fun that way. And 
like in those violence 
torn spaghetti westerns 
we were weaned on, this 
fight is about the good 
guys against the bad 
ffuys. 

The good guy Is Prank 
BrijjK^a boxer" With 
perfect muscle • defini¬ 
tion T Tike something 
carefully carved out of 
stone by Michaelangelo. 
But a boxer also with a 
jaw, as fragile as Water¬ 
ford crystal. 

He smiles readily, is 
chatty and funny, and 
conquered the AWerican 
public with a relaxed 
charismatic perform¬ 
ance on a TV talk show. 
But his ratings in the 
ring are not that high— 
the good guy is not a 
very good fighter. The 
nice guy who’ll hit the 
canvas smiling, and 
everyone will rise to app¬ 
laud. 

The bad guy is Mike 
Tyson — a stunning 
study in legitimate bru¬ 
tality. The gold tooth 
glints evilly under the 
glare of fight lights; his 
body a shuffling lumpy 
mass of muscle; each 
punch like the kick of an 
intoxicated mule 
i A fighter from the 
realm of violence. 

For the public he is 
also a manic depressive 
who mumbles on televi¬ 
sion, roughs up his wife, 
fires his trainers and be¬ 
haves like a lout 
There is no identifica¬ 
tion with this frighten¬ 
ing fighter. 

And like in those 
spaghetti westerns here 
too violence will pre¬ 
vail—there is but one 
difference In keeping 
with the ethos of the 
SO’s, this time the good 
guy don’t win. 

92 " 











THE FEARS OF MIKE TYSON 

Michael Calvin was at the Las Vegas Hilton to hear a 
melancholy world champion bare his tormented soul and 
feels that Tyson’s main fears are outside the ring 


T he Phil Donahue 
chat show is prom¬ 
oted in the United 
States as “part 
psychodrama, part 
street theatre, part 
group therapy”. Mike 
Tyson used it as a public 
confessional. 

The insidious press¬ 
ures on the world 
heavyweight champion 
I manifested themselves 
; during an hour-long ex- 
; ei'cise in self- 
I ju.stification designed to 
I sat isfy t he obsession. 

I with his private life. 
Accompanied by eight 
bodyguards. Tyson was 
ushered into a boxing 
ring in tlie Convention 
Hall of the Las Vegas 
Hiltoh. He sat alongside 


Don King, the promoter 
who has become his 
“advisor”, and felt 
obliged to speak about 
divorce, greed and sup¬ 
posed suicidal tenden¬ 
cies. 

Tysori needed a towel 
to wipe the avfe&t from 
his face. But his melan¬ 
choly mood—“You can’t 
stay married in a situa¬ 
tion where you are 
afraid to go to sleep be¬ 
cause you are afraid, 
your wife might cut 
your throat ”.-r- was 
chilling,.. 

He talked about him¬ 
self in a detaclied man¬ 
ner, almost as if he were 
addressing the problems 
of an ima^nary hero. 
The television executives 


responsible for the 
show’s syndication to 
229 stations were de¬ 
lighted. 

The live audience of 
3,300, encouraged to 
trample across the 
boundaries of good 
taste, whooped with Joy 
at King’s news that the 
boxer had Just signed 
final divorce papers. 



“We both made a mis¬ 
take," said the chamT 
pion, showing little emo- , 
tion when booing 
greeted the mention of 
his estranged wife’s 
name. "At the moment 
it’s a very unhealthy 
situation. I still love 
her.” ' 

The poignant admis¬ 
sion’again highlighted 
the.paradox of Tyson’s 
emotional vulnerability. 

His isolation-^he runs at 
4am and trains behind 
locked doorS^^vokes 
images of Elvis Presley, 
a dotweti idol detached 
twtn. the real world. 

Stripped of hmn^ 
dignUy.behasbeoomea . 
dcottinodity. The Las . 
VsjPBl'Hilton. for inst- . j k 
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ance, is suing Michael 
Spinks for $9 million for 
allegedly breaching a 
contract by opting to 
fight Tyson in Atlantic 
city 

King confirmed that 
Tyson wished to end the 
' slavery of his manage¬ 
rial agreement with Bill 
Cayton He beamed 
when the fighter patted 
him and said ‘T need no 
pi omoter I need no 
hype But this is my 
man 

Lai her in a more 
sombre moment, Tyson 
had reflected "People 
ju st don t cai e to them 
this IS )ust a money 
game His attempt to 
appeal relaxed before 
the cameras was under¬ 
mined 

He welcomed the re 
lease of assessing t he 
threat represented by 
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his challenger, Frank 
Bruno, with whom he 
sparred at the age of 15 
It enabled him to remind 
the world—and, 
perhaps, himself—of his 
raison d’fetre 

I am a very profes 
sional pierson,” he said, 
aware his taut stomach 
muscles had answered 
allegations that he has 
become overweight and 
disinterested “I have 
known Frank since I 
was a boy but I'll take 
him out as soon as 
possible 

"He is a good fighter 
but I am the best I know 
I am good Frank is a 
nice man but if it was my 
brother opposite me in 
the ring he would be in 
trouble ” 

Tyson admitted he has 
seen a psychiatrist and 
sought solace in born- 



again Christianity and 
Zen philosophy Like 
many a professional 
athlete, aged 22, he can¬ 
not comprehend a nature 
outside his sport 

The self-proclaimed 
product of the slums 
was bemused when 
someone pointed out 
that the poor could not 
afford to watch him 
fight 

“Why not? The 
cheapest tickets are 
$100," be said. He was 
not only incorirect— 
seats for the Bruno fight 
on Feb 25 start at $300— 


he appeared also to have 
lost sight of the priori¬ 
ties of life in the Brook¬ 
lyn tenements that 
shaped his character 

Slowly, he is being en¬ 
gulfed by the consequ¬ 
ences of his talent He 
acknowledged familiar 
faces when the television 
show had ended, but was 
hustled away to his 
penthouse prison 

Hts words hung in the 
air, as haunting as a 
moorland mist “What 
the Hell,” he had said, 
when someone raised 
the financial consequ¬ 
ences of the divorce 
which has'^loUded his 
career. 

"I make money, 
money doesn’t mak^ me 
I just want tp be hapi;^, 
Tm just lopking for 
pesos of jutnd” 








E very drop of blood and aching- 
bruise will earn Frank Bruno 
millions when he fights world 
champion Mike Tyson in,,'Las 
Vegas on February 26. 

Britain’s top agents are con¬ 
vinced that win, lose or daw, Big 
Frank will become a millionaire 
several times over. 

“It won’t matter even if Bruno 
gets splattered," says Dave Shap- 
land of the Denis Roach Agency, 
who handle Terry Venables, 
Glenn Hoddle, Chris Waddle and 
Ron Atkinson. 

Shapland says; “Bruno is a 
cuddly bear. The public love him. 
“He has developed such a great 
personality touch that his earn¬ 
ings outside the ring won’t be 
affected if he loses. 

“He can easily pull in over 
£2000,000 a year. So defeat 
wouldn’t make a bit of difference. 

"And h 0 ’ll make a real killing if 
he can win. He'll beOcane a multi- 
millionaire. It oouldn t happen to a 
nicer bloke.” . 

“Bruno in fact has already 
established 4n image to match 
Henry Cooper's." 

Johnny Mao’s agency has Eng¬ 
land eoooer stars Viv Anderson, 
Terry Buto^, Dave Watson and 
Chris Woods among its clients. 

And Mao would love to add Bru- 
np-to tkajl list. '/ 

He told “TkS wait Itoi* the 
tyson ifJilfhi has been of 
tremendous finimoial value to 



Bruno: Money for nothing? 


Bruno, now and for the future.’’; 

It won’t make the slightest dif»- 
ference to his popularity if hJ^’e 
knocked out in round one. AndTi^ 
win will put several O’s on every- 
thmg he earns. 

First Artists’ Management is 
run by former soccer internation¬ 
al Paul Mariner, who also sees a 
tremendous future for Bruno. 

Mariner says; “Bruno appeals to 
all sorts. “People don't see him as 
being part of a violent sport. They 
just accept him as a really 
smashing fellow. 

“He’s a giant who could kill you 
with one hand. But he comes 
across as such a mildmannered, 
Bruno’s wife with two year old 
daughter Raohel fly to meet 
with father 



asdabler chap that people' 16?d 
him." ; 

Beg fiaytor Agmioy dim^tpr 
Frank Ni^in tmd me: “Wa ^li^ 
Ish love llkeitole iosera. - ., . 

“WeH worship, flqps *9 Icmg jito 
they’re nice. Eddie the Eagj# |s a 
prime example. 

Nioklln added: “Bruiio Will. 
easy to sell, whatever the feeull 
against Tyson.” 

"Frank is going to be the 2i,«t 
Century Henry C^per because jiff 
has a naturally wonderful 
nality and he's getting better 
all the time. 

Bev Walker, former boxipg 
manager and promoter who hM 
Emlyn Hughes, Bob Champloh* 
Susan Dando, Sharon Davies adtl 
Graham Gooch among his etars» 
stieesed; "Bruno will be eiopr- 
mouis, whatever the result. 

tlSSrson is ho'hbidsred so flight* 
’ej:fjpigly goo d -t hat Bruno won’t 
lose face even”if he’s hammered. 

“Bruno isn’t simply going to fall 
over. He’s never lacked courage. If 
he loses I’m sure there’ll be a lot to 
admire and he’ll be better liked 
than ever.” 

Harry Carpenter, the BBC com¬ 
mentator whose interviews led to 
Bruno’s "Know what I ,mean, 
Arry” catchphraae, says; 

■ “Bruno has always been easy to 
work with. He’s matured in the six 
years since he started amd thinks 
more about what he’s saying; 
“He’s full of one-liners even when 
you talk to him privately.” 

Carpenter pointed out; “Bruno 
has learned from being in the 
public eye. He always looks im¬ 
maculate and is a brilliant advert 
for boxing.” 

Carpenter predicted: “Frank’s 
going to be a hero like Copper, 
what ever, the result. 

“I only have to mention his 
name when I’m speaking publicly 
and the place erupts. 

"He is so popular that people 
will have nothing but sympathy if 
he loses.” 

Sympathy is great. 

Sympathy mulkplied by ten will 
buy you l\inch. tea and dinner 
until Britain produces the' next 
heavyweight hope. 

Stick with it, Frank. You're a 
bleedin’ winner. 

By Fnudiia Taylor 
Ana Faatutw 
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INSHASA, Zaire: October 
30. 1974; When the 
drums thundered and 
the sound cut like a 
swath through the heat 
■B ■■of the African night. 
When Muhammad Ali, sweat like 
a thousand raindrops on his body, 
lay flaccid against the ropes, 
taunting George Foreman. When 
Foreman, his chest, heaving,, 
boiling like the oven of a steam 
engine, drove thunderbolt after 
thunderbolt into Ali’s writhing 
form. When Ali, rebounded, and 
threw his left, like a jagged edge 
of lightning, and Foreman, tired, 
was down and gone. 

Now, that, was boxing. 

Then what? Larry Holmes and 
Gerry Cooney and Ernie Shavers 
and Leon Spinks and Trevor 
Berbick and Tim Witherspoon and 
Mike Weaver Can you remember 
who they fought and beat and how 
and when? They were shadow.® 
fighting 

And so, came Mike Tyson, and 
everyone knew him. and now 
again suddenly, very suddenly, 
boxing was back. A ruthless 
marauding 'manic depressive’ had 
cut loose. Where’s Tyson? Follow 
the bodies and join the cult 

‘To deviate slightly, last 
fortnight, neurosurgeons were 
discussing Ali’s, Parkinson’s 
disease, and the effectCs) of being 
punched on the head repeatedly. It 
was a briefly publicised event, for 
arguments on the ‘evils’ of boxing 
are old-hat. 

Some campaigners advocate the 
use of headgear even in 
professional fights. Others simply 
argue a ban on the sport, 
underlining its primitive and 
uncivilised basis. Tyson’s 
presence and frightening 
punching ability serve as 
examples for both. 

Nevertheless, blood and gore 
enthusiasts give no credence to 
these anti-boxing crusaders—ever 
since Tyson materialised from the 
back-alleys of nowhere, they have 
happily ridden on his current of 
danger and excitement. 

That was 1987-88. Now 1989 
beckons with even more promise. 

On February 25, finally after 
three postponments, Frank Bruno 
takes on Mike Tyson. A fight, a 





LEONARD vs HEARNS: PART II 


M any eons ago, whsn Sugar 
Ray Leonard first retired, 
his wife said: “I toid him to 
retire or I would break his 
fingers. 

The crafty and dexterous 
Leonard, obviously got around 
his wife, fingers intact, and has 
since been announcing and 
renouncing retirement, with 
the same frequency as 
Elizabeth Taylor marries and 
divorces. 

Now. again, on June la. 
Sugar Ray meets his old 
adversary, Thomas ‘Hit Man* 
Hearns. A fight, which has 
been a long time coming 

Hearns, a spindly legged, 
iirenetio fighter has never 
forgotten his 1981 defeat by 
XiSonard.—in a fight which is >> 


considered a near classic, 
Leonfird finally stopped Hearns 
in the 14th round. 

Hearns, also believes he was 
unfairly overshadowed by both 
Leonard and Alarvln Hagler, 
and has been crying for a 
confrontation with either. 

Now, SO years old, with a 4B<>3 
reooM he gets a second chance. 
Win or lose, $11 million. 

Leonard, in what must be hiS 
last fl^ht. will eama cool tlS 
million—^but he carries the 
reminder Donny Lalonde’s 
punch that knocked him down 
in his last fig^t (late 1988) and 
he has a healtiiy respect for 
Hearn's fighting skills. 

Leonard is favourite, with a , 
38-1 record toboot, but a 
repitition of the great 1981 
de^y Is ouf of the tiuestidn 




Vi 


r<Hn- l-'i a Ilk. 'I'lii.s tinu' 
lliosc arms will iml lit 
raist'd iii vlclorv 


mistmatch, whatever—Tyson’s 
personal traumas and Bruno’s 
smiling confidence has made this 
confrontation special. 

“I’m not scared of him. He’s just 
a human being like me and you,’’ 
says Bruno on Tyson. In the 
searing heat of the Arizona 
Desert, at the aptlj^ named Camp 
Mirage, Bruno, seems to have lost 
his perception. Tyson is surely not 
a human being ‘like me and you’. 

(Michael Spinks could tell you 
that. His eyes blazing terror, 
Spinks evaporated in 91 seconds, 
his vision of Tyson, like an office 
steno being confronted by a crazed 
mugger with a crowbar). 
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mechanical tx>xing style and the 
humiliation of his 1686 Icnookout 
by flabby Tim Witherspoon. 

Bmmo looks good for nothing 
butstaylngidivetogetpaid. ' 

Of Tyson there was till recently 
no fighting news. Holed up In 
Johnny TOooo’s gym. a decrepit 
fleabag of a training center, TVeon' 
permitted only two close bwldies, 
(labelled as trainers), and 
promoter Don King to enter. 

Ck>ncerned primarily about his 
weight increase—he had 
reputedly ballooned upto a 
hideous S60 lbs—Tyson opened 
his doors to the media last week, 
looking trim, and flaunting his 
trim 220 lb look. 

It is a state of body that Bruno 
will not have liked to hear about. 

One question was then 
delicately posed; was there a 
possibility that Tyson's personal 
stress could adversely affect his 
lethality in the ring. Fight experts 
sneered at this, contending that 
Tyson was equally troubled when 
he fought Spinks in June last 
year. No, the Tyson of a failed 
marriage, manic depression, 
street brawls and crashed cars 
bears little resemblance to the 
focused, determined, positive 
Tyson in the ring. 

But the Catskills boy has grown 
up very quickly these past three 
years, his fame and money 
rocketing him into a world of near 
fantasy. In March 1985, his first 
flght earned him $500. Three 
years later in June 1988, against j 
Spinks he earned $20 million. The 
child who knew the reality of 
squalid back streets of crime and 
hideous remand homes, was 
catapulted into a world of Rolls 
Royces, celebrities and palaces. 

It was always going to be a 
difficult transition and when 
Tyson recently said, “I need to 
fight every six months" perhaps 
he too believes that he has fought 
too little and been in trouble too 
often. Outside the ring he is prone 
to being an ordinary bum—it is 
only with gloves laced on tight 
that he becomes unique. 

Unbeaten in 35 fights, lyson 
should be eyeing Rocky 
Marciano’s 49 wins-no losses 
record. Barring a miracle. Bruno 
looks set to be victim number 36. 






HOW THE MRF FORMULA' 
CHANGE THE WAY YOl 

The Ik'.iI is on' Speeds over 'JSO Kliipli 'I’n'I'i's 
se.lrm^^ llie jiiouiid 'U'liipeiatures nsai^;. C'nsp turns 
.111(1 (li.iholK ( urves .aln'iialiii eoursmg through 
Hlood Svve.it And (iiils Til.it's wliat it lakes to 
dtiv(' <i Foiiniila Fai 

Hut to us ,il MKF, It IS a svaioiis, sopliislic.ited, 

III spe('d lyre lest ni.iehiiK' A uukjik' way in whicli 
lo TF.ST new lyre eoneepis to huild betliT tyres 
lor voii 

\t s|)eeds close lo SOO kms per hour, hi piTl'orinance 
tvies eneounler extreme conditions of tieal, temp 
eiaiure, Iradion and ('Ven molecular stablilily' To 
MKF K (Si I) in'rsoniu'l it’s an opportumtv to test 
v.ulolls rubber com|)ounds that can withstand these 
extreme conditions 

'I'hat’s why MRF raced forward to be thi' first in 
India to makt' a Formula Gar tyre. 

MRF TYRES; Flying solo 

to n eyy 



'I'o I’llSIl Rubber and Tyri' capability to a real life 
'PFST To probe for structural stability m ultra 
liigli pvTlormancx' conditions 

y\nd .liter each Adventure, that brave, solo Formula 
(kii driver will pull off bis lu'lmel lo discuss the, 
behaviour of his lyres with on l,rac-k MRF R & 
lechnolojtists 

New knowlixljte is gained on how Rubber compounds, 
lyix' structure and technology bi'have under extreme 
stresses against gravity. 

That knowledge is then translaU'd into better materials 
and processes m the MRP'' Production-line to build 
better, safer, hi-performance tyres for your city car 

Another race One more Adventure towards new 
levels of tyre-technology. For you. 












RE WILL 


Ve». MRF now makes Formula Tyres in India... 

On (lis|il,i\ lictf (til''liinli poiiil Ml ImiIl.iii Tyre'!'(•( Iinolony 

\nolli('r foi MI?F 

DESIGN HIGHLIGHTS 

• nitia l.ow I’rolilc 

('iinipouiul IJi'sigiii'd Id 'Adhi'ic' In Ihd tr.u.k 
Slifk No P.illdrn (iiidri'< (iMlai t licltvr liiu lion) 
l ■ Low WdiMlil 
('I’EllATIONAL FEATURES.■ 

; ■ Wide Uonlacl I’.iU h AlonM tin' Axis 
. ’ Hinh Slabilily duo lo Low Sido Wall 

■ Low Inorlia - Higli Manoouvt rabiiity 

I'EGHNICAL CHAIXENGES IN TYKE DESIGN ; 

■ Hi)ili Sppod StrucTural Slabilily of Tyro Gornpononis 

• ia)W Weight 

.' .Mosoliilo Traotion 

SIZE; 

Front Ellinonl 90/200 13 
■ ’ RearFiUnoiit 14»/230-i;3 

type: 

'O' Pneumatic 
'> Biasply 
■D Tubeles.s 

SPEED CAPABILITY Upto300KMPH _ 


TYRES 

Tyres with Muscle 
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STEEPLE- CHASING 


S teeplechasing 

and HURDLE 
RACING. 
Steeplechases and 
hurdle races in England 
are run over a distance 
of two miles or more. 
Regulations lay down 
that there must be at 
least one ditch and six 
birch fences 4 ft. 6 in. 

( 1 .37m) high for every 


mile, including one 
water-jump, in each 
steeplechase, and at 
least eight flights of 
hurdles in every two 
miles in each hurdle 
race—the hurdles, 
packed with gorse and 



slightly sloped, being 
not less ttum 3 ft. 6 in. 

( 1 .06m) from bottom bar 
to top bar.. 

Over the years, the 
National Hunt season 
has gradually become 
longer. No horse can 
run for a hurdle race 
until 1 July (in practice 
the beginning of the 
season) of the year in 
which he is three years 
old, or for a steeplechase 
until 1 July of the year 


Cup at Cheltenham, the 
King George VI Chase at 
Kempton Park, the Wills 
Premier Chase at 
Haydock, and the 
Whitbread Gold Cup at 
Sandown, together with 
the Welsh, Scottish, and 
Irish Grand Nationals. 
The principal hurdle 
races are the Champion 
Hurdle Challenge Cup at 
Cheltenham, Imperiai 
Cup at Sandown, 
Schweppes Gold Trophy 
at Newbury, Daily 
Express Triumph 
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in which he is four years 
old. Jumping meetings 
are held at Liverpool 
(AINTREE), 
Cheltenham, Ascot, 
Sandown, Newcastle, 
Newbury, Haydock, 
Ayr, Doncaster, and 
elsewhere. 

The most important 
steeplechases are the 
Grand National at 
Aintree, the Gold Cup. 
Champion Novices’ 
Chase, and Two Mile 
Champion Chase at 
Cheltenham’s National 
Hunt Festival, the 
Mackeson Gold Cup at 
Cheltenham, th^ 
Hennessy Gold Cup at 
Newbury, the 
Masdey-Ferguson Gold 
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Hurdle at Cheltenham, 
Victor Ludorum Hurdle 
at Haydock, Irish 
Sweeps Hurdle at 
Leopardstown, and 
Players No 6 National 
Hurdle Championship at 
Chepstow 

Steeplechasing is 
believed to have begun 
m Ireland in the 
eighteenth century, 
consisting simply of 
matches between two 
horses across country, 
using church steeples as 
landmarks, over a 
distance of four or five 
miles The riders were 
usually members of the 
local hunt who knew the 
countryside well 
The new sport soon 
spread to England, but it 
was not until 1830 that 
annual steeplechase 
fixtures began, when a 
meeting conducted by 
the Household Cavalry 
was held at St Albans. 
Three years later the 



Grand Steeplechase at 
Cheltenham was 
founded, followed in 
1836 by the first regular 
meeting ‘over the sticks’ 
at Aintree, where the 
Great Steeplechase was 
inaugural^ in 1839. 
This race was re-named 
the ‘Liverpool and 
National' a few years 
later, and finally the 
‘Grand National 
Steeplechkse’. 

The Grand National 


Hunt Committee was 
formed in 1866 to 
control and administer 
the sport; the Duke of 
Beaufort, the Earls of 
Coventry and Wilton, 
and Mr Craven being the 
chief sponsors. Some 
twenty years later 
members of the Jockey 
Club were included in a 
new National Hunt 
Committee, which 
became the governing 
body for all 


steeplechases, hurdle 
races, bona-fide hunt 
meetings, and military 
events run under 
National Hunt rules, 
until the Committee was 
merged with the Jockey 
Club to form the Joint 
Racing Board in 1969. 

Among enthusiastic 
supporters of National 
Hunt racing, paist and 
present, are Queen 
Elizabeth the Queen 
Mother, Lord Bicester, 
Lord Grimthorpe, Lord 
Leverhulme, Lord 
Stalbridge, Hon. 
Dorothy Paget, and J. V. 
Rank; trainers and 
riders include Lord 
Mildn^y, Hon. Aubrey 
Hastings, Ivor, Jack, 
and Owen Anthony, G. 
Wilson, Walwyn, 
Dowdeswell, Rimell, 
Cazalet, Mellor, 
Stephenson, Gifford, 
Biddlecombe, Barry. B. 
R. Davies, and the 
incomparable Winter. 
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mi OAlJOUTr A SOCCER TRANSFER 

Big Gain for 
Mohd. Sporting 





W HILE ’■ ' , 

Mohammedan 
Sporting is busy 
setting their 
house in order after four 
years of disaster, Mohun 
Bagan is plagued with 
factionalism. And the 
sooner Bagan 


(celebrating its 
.Jjtentenary now) sorts out 
things smoothly the 
better—for the 
wranglings within have 
already tarnished its 
reputation. 

Because of 

maladministration and 


empty coffers no one 
expected Mohammedan 
SC to really benefit from 
the recent inter-club 
transfers. Everyone was 
wrong. The club was 
very much in the 
contest. 

No one expected 



competition ftwm MQh<t;' 
SC believing it wae a , 
crippled club. A lot of 
things have oceuired 
during the last four 
years. They have been 
relegated (from group A 
to B in the senior 
division league), niada 
irregular payments to 
their staff and players. 
And a section of their 
gallery collapsed due to i 
decay. Yet suddenly 
they found the money 
and influence to indudt ' 
twelve players from East 
Bengal and Mohun > • 

Bagan (six each)! 

How did 

Mohammedan SC finally 
end up with a success 
story in the club 
transfers? 

Months ago. 
Sportaworld had 
denounced the nefarious 
activities of its general 
secretary, which created 
a furore. 

Embarrassment too, A 
change was imperative. ' 
Some of the loyalists 
thought it was time they 
intervened and set the 
club in order. A few of 
Ibrahim Ali Mollab’s 
relatives (who were in 
the committee) were 
made to resign, making 
way for the “opposition" 
to join hands This was 
something new in the 
club history In fact, the 
loyalists who are back in 
the club scene were 
either former secretaries 
or presidents. 

They realised that a 
successful soccer team 
would elevate the club’s 
image and that members 
would take interest in 
renewals. So it was 
during the inter-club 
transfer that 
Mohammedan SC 

Mohammedan SC’s prizb 

‘ eatch Aniit Bhadra, 

Since his club East 
Bengal (rffered him less 
he was cbmpelled to sign 
forMSC 
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hogged the limelight by 
composing a formidable 
Hide that could threaten 
East Bengal and Mohun 
Bagan this season. 

Much of the success in 
recruitment was due to 
the generous 
contributions by the 
loyalists as well as 
Ibrahim Ali Mollaln. 
Initially, players were 
hesitatant about signing 
because of improper 
payments, but with a 
revamped football 
sub-committee (and 
many other 

sub-committees) headed 
by Hayder Ali Nuskar 
(who along with Israr 
Ahmed and Taz 
Mohammad worked till 
late at night to pursue 
the players) they feel 
more assured. 

In fact, it was because 
of a gentlemen’s 


agreement made 
between East Bengal 
and Mohun Bagan. that 
Mohammedan SC richly 
benefited. They agreed 
not to “snatch” players 
(each will require a no 
obrjeotion certificate 
from the respective club) 
and to reduce payments 
during a contract. This 
had an adverse reaction 
among the top players 
who threatened to quit 
to the third party. Most 
of them did while a few 
crawled back to the old 
fold. Pradlp Talukdar, 
Uttam Mukherjee, Aloke 
Saha, Arup Das, 
Tanumoy Bose and Amit 
Bhadra (from East 
Bengal) and Babu Mani, 
Amalraj Debaahis 
Mishra, Joseph. Mastan 
Ahmed and Satyajit 
Ghosh and Sk. Mumtaz 
(all from Mohun Bagan) 


were eager to wear the 
black-and-white shirt in 
the ensuing season. 

Israr Ahmed, Dawodd 
Ahmed, Ansarul Haque, 
Miabahul Haque, 
Ohulam Mus^a and 
Hayder Ali Nuskar have 
with Mollah pledged to 
regularise the club 
administration. Finance 
is being given tdp , 
priority, b^use 
mismanagement and 
non-renewal of 
memberships during the 
past few years meant the 
club was totally broke. 
This time their budget 
was about 13-14 lakhs 
(the Big Three have 
spent about the same 

The crowds 
go up in raptures after 
(inset) Chibuzor, 
Swapan Bose and Haidar 
Ali Mondal sign for 
Mohammedan SC 


amount) out of-whioh 
Amit Bhadra tops the 
payment list followed 
the Nigerian Chibuzor' 
while the rest have been 
paid moderately. Yet' 
those who left East 
Bengal are still sore 
about the inadequate 
offer the authorities 
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made. AMt Bhad» vi^ 
the greatestioes. For 
Bagan players who left 
it madetiodifferenge to 
the club as it had at'the 
outsetfwanted the 
todM>pe»!»® 
with these, names. 

Mohainmeclan’8.1os8 
was aoe defender • 


made minor payinente to 
his colleagues, preferrsd 
to don the^ast Bengal ‘ 
jersey. Why did such a 
dedicated player 
suddenly leave, after 
waging so many battles 
for a decade? 

The rumours doing 
the rounds were that it 


hive be^ epliiptid in ^ 
back{bur(the 
dejpendable Bhadra who 
will play the lead rede 
along with Musheer 
Ahm^, Mastan, 
Swapan Bose, Aloke 
Saha and Joseph).. 
Especially when 
Nayewn is more 
interested in young 


indvQtiaqfSupttyh ‘ V 
,Chakrab«rty.£hi^S]| 'V 
Sengupta (hcom Mohd.« 
SC) and a host ofjunlbr 
playersi thedubte - 
more geared to perform' 
better in the league. Last 
year, Bagman succeeded ' 
In winning only the 
Rovers Cup while East ■ 
Bengal (besides the All 



Supriyo Chakraborty 
who signed for Bagan, 
while East Bengal 
gained Atanu 
Bhattacharya in goal, 
and Sandip Munshi who 
should help Chima 
Okeijie and Krishanu 
Dey in the attack. East 
[ Bengal also managed to 
buySunlrmal 
Chakraborty and 
MohSul Islam Who may 
not be so effective along 
with Monorahjan 
Bhattacharya, Tarun 
Dey, Krishnenriu Roy 
and Aniruddra Koley in 
the defense. 

It was surjiri^ng ^t 
Moheul Iadaip» Who 
helped Mohd;. SCdurlng 
rebimihhShtea^ ^ 
Season: behdsndbd 
^ players when they were 
inabtteis'atidatUmes - 


would have become 
impossible for Islam to 
survive under the strict 
disciplinarian coach 
Syed Nayeemuddin, 
because the player 
knows it too well that he 
masterminded the 
ouster of Nayeem' a few 
years back. Presumably, 
the “hitch" forced him to 
sign for East Bengal. 

The grapevine has it 
that Islam was involved 
in a number of foul-ups 
during the past four 
years and in all 

probability these may 
crop up in the club’s 
,me®ti®E-This could be . 
another reason for him 
to quit. 

lie presumably also : 
F^ses that he is ih tbs ' 
twilight of his career 

Md that better playm^ v 


blood. Airlines Ooid Cup at 

So as things stand, Siliguri) were ftnalists 
now Mohammedan SC in three sway tourneys;. ‘ 

are no paper tigers. How good will 7^ 

The gentlemen’s Bengal be thb>8W*Pb^; . . 



agreement saw East 
^ngal lose considerably 
but it succeeded in 
keeping the payment 
ran^to Rs 85,000. 
However, Chima is the 
highest pedd player this 
year (apparently in the 
tegUm of Rs 3 lakhs). 
Bi^des fhe club offer, 
I'^lt-wishers will make 
up for rest pf Chima’s 
.demand. 

!l^agan though have 

been able tp'retain its 
k#players besides 


Bagan and international 
goalkeeper Atanu 
Bhattacharya signs for 
East Bengal 
keep your fingers 
crossed. The club played 
Camino, who was the 
flop of the last Season, 
but this time after a long 
gap three players from 
Punjab will be seen on 
the maidan. Madanlal, 
Yashpsl and William are 
expet^^ to sign in the 
inter-state transfer next 
c month. 

SobhM Sarear 









INDIAN TENNIS 


A GAME 
DIVIDED! 


T here haa been a 
changing of the 
guard in Indian 
tennis, and not 
surprisingly, the 
transition has been 
anything but smooth. 

On February 7, 1980 
the newly formed AITA 
executive committee met 
in Bombay, their 
discussions primarily 
concerned with some 
vagaries in the accounts 
presented by its 
predecessors. 

The contentious issues 
were many, but before 
any explanation, it is 
relevant to introduce the 
combatants: in the red 
' corner we have P.L. 
Reddy and Anil Jauhar, 
the former AITA 
secretary and treasurer 
respectively; and in the 
blue corner we have the 
present secretary and 
! treasurer R.K. Khanna 
I and Ramesh Desai. The 
j bell has gone and 
j everyone's come out 

I fighting. 



The problematic 
issues were two: A) Why 
were expenses incurred 
and commitments made 
to players without the 
authority of the 
(previous) executive 
committee and B) There 
is no account nor 
justification for the 
$25,000 taken out and 
spent out of the 1987 
Davis Cup prize money. 

At the AITA Annual 
General meeting on 24th 
April 1988, Mr Khanna 
had pointed out (as seen 
in the minutes) that ‘in 
spite of repeated requests 
in the past, details of 
Davis Cup accounts were 
not being circulated as a 
part of the Hony 
Treasurer’s (Jauhar) 
report. He also raised 
the issue of ‘large 
payments having been 
made to Indian players. 

Former secretary Reddy 
(left) with former Davis 
Cup player Anand 
Amritraj 


The AU-India Tennis Association’s executive 
committee meeting in Bombay earlier this month 
asked for enquiries to be made on certain financial 
transactions made by its predecessors. Bills are 
missing, FERA violations have been made and there 
are certain problems in player payments. In addition, 
Anand Amritraj was dropp^ from the team while 
brother Vijay found himself involved in yet another 
controversy. Rohit Brijnath reports 
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What haa to ba paid to tha playara haa ba*a «iacuastd with 
all tha playara and Mr.aaaanathan KrUhnan flao and a solution 
waa round for aqultabla«dlstrlbutloD of tha prlta nonay. Thla 
waa diacuftsad in tha AON In Cochin and it waa alae olAutad that 
tha accDuatt warn paaaad uxahHMusly. Wh:t la ironical la that 
Kr*R«)UKhaxtna hlBaalf haa propoaad roaalo^ of thaaa accounts and 
tMa was alao racerdad In tha slnutaa uhlch vara aant to tha 
Praaldant Nr«Nst*ar'>infh and Hr*ft*d*Khanns* Thla waa aehnowladgad 
by tha* without any advarsa coamants on t)M raaolutton on tha 
accounts* 

^ Nr*Khanzta with his ahparlanca aheulO know thitt tha Bkaoutiva 
CoBBlttaa should no authority ovar ACM and thay can not raaeaisl 
what has bson payaad by ACM nlnutad and circulatad. 

Kindly hsva ttta above facts publishad to put tha hattarp 
straight and to giva tha public a cerract pLctuia o f-tha laaua« 

It is cartainiy not'fair to put tha playara in an aabaraaalf^ 
situation and aaka than tsks racouraa in court of law for sonatning 
wlich la lagltlaata ly dga to than* Wa can not go back on our 
ooaaitaants to playara and aake It a praea^iant* 

Tba quaatio n of violation of PHA dots not erica at all bscauaa 
tha Hony.^asaurar haa always santlonad la tha application for for sign 
axchanga that tha asount appllad for will ba takan out of ths prUa 
■oaay with ITP* 

Ths sBOunt of fbralgn btohAogd utlllasd out of ths prita nonay 
for laport of 6 Oaedtax ZI Tannia Gourta USA and allettad to 
ths Stataa la sonvanisntly ferfottan. Kr<Maana la net also awara 
of ths fset t^st tftar avsry Oavlseup «atth a statMant of Account 
with supportlM vouehsra la aant to tha Nlnlatry of Sports. Bacauaa 
Of asn-svallabillty of prlra aonay now if Hr.Xhsnna ia finding it 
difficult to olaar Foreign Sxchanga for plsyara it u not our fault. 
Tha previous adninictratlon has navwt oeaplalnao aboot leek of funds, 
they have gensratsd funds winning a a eohaa and taming pries aonay 
avan in Dellara. If tha preaant ^oratery la baaoaning about eoffsra 
btihn ffspty It la tlaa he fills It a r d not s-^and on so callad 
'Techniesl Coordlnatone' at t Monthly salary of Ac.iJOO/* whilst 
ths prtvioua sdalniatratlon did not svan hava on aaalatant to tha 


aserstsry or Traaaursr* One of tha allf|ettona by ths Sacratsry 
is about purohaas of an sxtra pair of par.tA to ths plsyara to go 
•tith ths oXartr in Auatralls. 

It la tins ths Sserstary doss sons conatructlvs work and 
Sara SMM pries ao nay for ths Assoclstien inatssd of wasting his 
snsrgist on trivial'ajai in oonssquantlsl astxsrs nslnly to aide 
treen ths iaaus of his Ibabillty to hold ths plsyara togsthsr* 

Xt is tlM A0A whUh has bssn without eontrevarslas unill now is 
breufht book to its forasr atsturs in ths flsld of sports* 

In his rsvlBsd atetsasnt an I0«2.d9 going back on >dist hs 
•AM about esrtaln things ssrilsr hs has‘asntionsd thit thsrs is a 
dsflelt Of hs.Lakhs* Hs has net eenvsnlSAtly sceountsd for ths 
Mlowlag. 

^ (•) ths naouot US • AO.OOO to bs paid to Israel for not plsyini 

the Mtsh ih Israel vhieh M is suepossd to hsva selvdd. 
THIS ano^ haa slraady bssa aoceuntad for with XTf but 
locluM ia the aseaUod dafielt. 

(b) THs aaouat hs has spent on hts nuaarous trips to iX.Paris 
and ether plsess* 


(e) Ths aaieuat apent oa the Kxaeutlve Qoauittss asatings and 
ths daothly uawarrdntsd paysenta suoh as ths oAc for tto 
s#'eaX:i.sd Ibshaieal Ceordlhstsr who le ths aserstsry of 
ths Ordsds Assoeiatiea. 

(d) Ths inoura aXrssdy inVagtsd wlssly by ^s previous coasittss 
far ths i Tsnais Cburti iapsrtsd froa ths UhA. 

(t) IHs SMunta to bs said as snAusl eubaoript^on to ths swt^ 

Of 2>»000 to nF slsas apart froa ffe^subseription ^thsr 
aisl satranes fsss for Intsrnstipiuil ^urnaaantt wsrs psicsut 
9t ths pnes Bsasy thioh Kr.IQisnne is gwarsof. 


(t) 2h iKrtsia iastSBCss whsrs ths Dsvlacup aatohss hod to bs 
piays4 oeQy U Oslht bsceuss ths slow |re>e> surfsos suits 
sab pXsysrs^ tHs ASIA hkd..so<bssr ths brunt of axpsosss 
siip.a'ths Stats Assoelatioa could not finsnea. 

1 pould rsthir spend oa the pleysrs who sarntd the price asn^ 
pdthtft Then tfcvs l^.fp be squsndsrad m oCfieisl trips abroad or 
sptMUi^ OB asabsrs who voted for Mr.Khanne. 


) voted for. Mr.Khenne. 


sinssrsly* 


■ Sedralsry Reddy 
''Cacplainsiilhis 
(published) letter that 
‘What has been paid to 
the players has been 
discussed with all the 
players and Mr 
Ramanathan Krishnan 
also and a solution was 
found for equitable 
distribution of the prize 
money*. At the meeting 
too he replied to this 
easring "India was 
paying the lowest of the 
prize money to the 
players compared to any 
country.. .only one fifth 
was paid to Vljay, 
Ramesh cund Anand and 



ahun^umtoMr 

Vasudsvan*. 

This means that out of 
the $250,000 prize 
money, $50,000 each 
was paid to these three 
players, but in Indian 
rupees. 

Khanna then 
questioned the ‘free 
accomodation to players’ 
parents' to which Reddy 
countered by saying 
‘that it was considered a 
great honour that the 
parents of the players 
were present during the 
eetpi'flnals and finals' 

There Was also an 
Objection made by 
Khannia and Ramesh 


Dasai legardtng 
decisions on The vsnue, • 
payments to plsyetrs ahd 
reimbursement to 
the-States of losses . 
incurred in oohdubtihg.' ;' 
Davis Cup ties’. 

Then takes place an 
interesting 
development. RSddy 
writes in his letter to us 
that, "what is ironical is 
that Mr Khaniia hlms^ 
haa proposed passingof. 
these accounts and ' 

was also recorded in ths'i' 
minutes’. When . 
contacted cm this, 

Khanna agreed, but said 
the accounts were 




The Indian Oavfs Cup 
team and their families 
ran up a mammoth 
$16,600 (approx) bill In 
Gothenburg, Sweden. 
What was the break-up 
of expenditure and is 
such expense 
justifiable? 
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The minutes of the AITA Annual General tVleeting held on 24lh April 1988 in Cochin 

(continued on page 5^1 


fM oa evabav bbta Aorli 1 

1^0 (ftlleoiag vvro prooonbi 


Nr.naaoab Maaturlal 

iPreoidoBt 

Mr.^iC.kogSy 

*&o«raiary deaaral 

Mr .Anil K.ilauhar 

iHeiiy.Tr4aowr«r 

Mr.Suaaut O.Hiara 

iVloo RroflSoal 

Mv.M.PaaJl 

tVleo h’oelgfot 

Mr.0.3 JkhuJB 

(Vleo Rraaidoat 

Nr.B.riuiilha 

igll ABaoM Laws TaaalB AOBoelatlBa 

NviKhaana 

rPuBjBb lawB Tobblb Aatoolatloa 

Nr • Aa Jb Na r a a 1 ahafta 0 

lA.R.lawn Tonnia Aaaoolatloa 

Nr.loahMBtSlngh of Nlwar 

iPolht Uwn 'foBAia AaoeolatiOB 

Nr.JtNubhorjoa 

tbongBl lava TobrIb AaaoeiaileB 

Hr.O.M.dangartoBMr 

iKarnataiw lava toaola ASBOOiabiM 

U.Col.OA C.N olr 

tlorvloo Sparta Control toarS 

MeA*ble Kamrar Natvoral.ighji ilsturiiatloaal Z«wo TaoBlB Club 

of iDbla 1 

Or.(..krinlvasBB 

iraailnailu rtanio Aooooiatloa 

Nf.llaBooh b.booal 

•NobaraShtra lava Toanlo AaaootatloB 

Nr.N.K«Cupta 

lAoaooiBtioe of laotaa ^IVoroitlea 

Nr.P.O»KB<ho 

iM.P.Ukwn Tooela AsoeoiatloB 

Nr«0.D8a 

tOrlaaa Iawti T*aniB ABBooiatloa 

Nr^Tib.^raiwls 

iKarala lawn ToBittoABBooiatloB 

Mr.O.N.Dtxll 

iRojANthao fawn Toanla Aoaoelatioa 

Hr.N.UtavaB 

dUillvay Ipvrta Coatrel Board 

Hr^S.S.Harrlya 

iChaMigorA lava TobbIo Aaaoolattoa 

Nr.fvh.iraucfa 

POndichorry Imvo Toaoio Aasooiatioa 

Nr .Anil HuBar Utoana 

iU«P.t«wn Tonnia ABoeelAtloa 

Nr«Chlat«B tUrlkB 

tQvJarol lava Toanla ABBOOlation 

Dp.A.PraoaS 

lOlhar Inwa Tonaia AoaoolBtioa 

Nr.A.K.Oupta 

tPUryaan l«vn Toanla Aaeeolatiea 

T Aa ortgloal Hot duly signed 

liy theoo proooab io Aorowttb oBolaaoO* , 

Itoovo of aboonet «•>« ocugbt »uu giv 

•n for tb« follewtng. 

Hr.hlUp K.ltooo 

ildfa VRoo frotidoal 

Hr.4. ..Hiara 

iVlco Pr'iuidoot 

Hr.l'nrl V rsia 

j^icu M-weidoat 

Mr .batMidvb Ohuwdbury 

iVicu Preoiivob 

Mr.M.boaO)il 

iVlcs IToolrfeat 

LioC uf rrexloo In original lo 

c-nclnaod. 

Nr.Raaeah Muiturlali rruBlUeiA 

woieoBod njl aooboro. Do •oatlasod 

Sat th(B would bo hlo laop ovuting 

»•» frcoldont anri ho waa thaakful ta 

all for tAo co-oporatlon, vXt<.)Adi.)i) 

to him during nia toabra. 

% The Soerotaiy O^uvrol took up 

tho Agooda. 



tf PI ma-w^ f n i ifinnj u i ji w 


•t»lt IS Uiuos «n 10111 St »Kll, iWi «• 13 . 

Bis ssnllautO stt»rM»( «>« »•* ‘»*“ ^ 

'di«b»rrlA( tQ«U «oc J**r f»4* tho 0*vl*«uf 

araiMt«ry va* B*4n< |L«H**^* 

(bJIHyoABt du« •• rul«a for tli<l mkoft w»M bo 

fall la roix 

u> fhO iirott oakrioO' of VlJay .nfitwaj, lUatoh 
Ab* 34 Aarithte) to tuo flljapt^o wooX« 

ZoooboA Ali b*o boon •« • nuollflor. Or^tnbXXjr 

it WAS eontoafilatiii ko lotto on wa4«rotBn4l8| f^pa ^ooroMat 
of lafla’thot #tt«h « olth^rowal wowltf o®* happon Xa fataro ^ 
ia oooo XnAin hko to aUy Zaraol* ’tblo ooadltton boa ala« boon 

MtVOd . 

Ho’^aai^ f ^farta "war'a coAtinoiap'««• >•*» po>*iby 
olao •tthdrowoo -for wbioh tfloaoa tiav# oLroady foaa fra« VIJ*J 
•ad blMoXf It Wto ProoWaat HP oad othoro. Uo ftlt tb** thoro imt • 
food ototao of «alwl of thia poiukZty» alao* 

Roving toon elreulAtod, tha RopOft woa dulf poaaod* Pref«t»®»Pbn»«ia 
propoood oni Mr.Taahwont Slngl) «o«andad« It «oa unaalaoaaXy •n««rb4o 

>« ltaay.r_T/a*ot4f or ** i\apflgtt 

Sbri R.K.Hhonao aontioncJ thot In tfllo of rvpootod roquoat* in tlio 
poat, d^italU of Dowtaoup aocouato voio not Ooiog oiro u i l a. t od aa « pari of 
RonysfrooBurerta roport. Tha HonY^Troaaujror iaforaad Dial dotalU had 
aaVar taon eireuXatod bwt la oaac any (poBbtr oakad for thea« thoy war# 
daiy aupplltd* Oa tho baata of lottar of Kr*0.Dao of’Orlaaa whoa 
Hrtii.K*Kha«aa waa roproaonkioii tho det8ll%had boon broacht aad 
haadod ovor to Hr.R.Jt.Khaana* Hr.JOtaana foXt thot alL tbfoo dotall# 
abeuld ba ouppJ-iod to aH aoabaro oe that thoy eoyld giro thdlr 
QOMoeto oB IbtfB BO owbotanttal oapoodlturo lijTOlvod* 

Tho NoBy.T roaouror thon oald llwl tho now propoBofl proeo4»r« «0ttX4 
ba iBploaontod bytho bo» tjPfaB«ror aa por tho Oaaavai Body’a doaloloo* 

Nr.KhaBoa rntaod tha laaqo of Urgo payaoatb having boon aado ba 
Ika Playora. Tho- Soerotary Oanorol oaplalnod that Zndia bao paying 
Iho lawoat of the Prleo Money to tho playoro eeapnrod to aoy ofchat 
oountry. Oniy uqo fifth v"o paid to vtjay, Baaooh aad Aaaod a Xaapaua 
oBOunt to Mr.Vneu lavan. Ht nloe aontlonod that the at» farOB Of tho 
throo main playoro vorv bolhg o< t by thoBoolvoa only* Tfto Sogrotary Ooaoval 
alBO Boatloood that onortaoua fopolgo ovchango w«o •arnod bacauoo of 
loaiaa Toaa having bonB In Uarld Croup and having playod H tforld (b'oup 
ttotyboOo Mo aioo vaatod to put on rooord tho goatur« of tho tonnia 
plAyofB having agraod to aoeopC tho Boney in rupooB only although thoy 
wove all rooldlng abroad. 

HrfKhanao then ralood tha quoatlco of having prevldod freo aeoaoBodatloa 
to tho playoro parontB# T ho Soorotary Q ooorel eonveyod thot it mb 
coBBldorud 0 great honour that the poronto of the playoro uoro preooot 


tassed, but only subject 
o ratification of all 
ixpenses by the 
ixeoutive committee” 

Khaima added tht 
under the AITA 
sonstitution no office 
learer can incur 
sxpenditure of this 
lature without approval 
jf the executive 
ximmittee". 

Reddy obviously 
unimpressed by this 
logic writes in his letter 
that. “Mr Khanna with 
his experience should 
know that the Executive 
committee should (have) 
no authority over the 
AOM and they cannot 
rescind what has been 
pasaed by the AOM 
minutes and 



circulated.” Reddy is 
obviously referring to 
the player pajrjnent and 
family aoeomodation etc 
issues which were 
passed at the Cochin 
AOM. 

Then arose a question of 
aooounts and bills at this 
year’s meeting. India 
had won $S50,000as 
prize money in 1687. 
Apart from other expen 
sea. $10,000in Australia 
and $16,000 in Sweden 
were withdrawn directly 
from tri6 Internati onal 
T«tmikFedsration(ITF) 
l^someone. 

As Khs^hnasays, “we 
knew ww that th^ 
earnhoi^braittBBld r; 
lakhs and lOMiv eicpensw 
BB$3Iakhib“ * 71 ^ 








were no aocQimts on 
f^’’.Wta&tonecan- 
infer from this ie ttxat 

perhsps some of the 
expenses were 
Justifiable and perhaps 
sOm^ dot. 

Khatma added that “a 
ntimber of enquires 
were made by Rahiesh 
Desai regarding details 
of expenses but nothing 


was forthc3oming. In the 
raid we went to the rrF 
Who^gave us details - 
about prize money 
disbursement". The ITF 
confirmed that $26,000 
had been withdrawn and 
the only other statistic 
available is that $16,600 
(approx) was the bill 
from the Park Hotel, 
Gothenburg, Sweden. 


Reddy a/^its tlM . 
’•hotel bills were huge 
for the final since it was 
a special occasion and 
some families were 
taken. The AmritraJ 
ftunily was not present 
as Mr Amritra!| had a 
minor heart problem In 
London and flew back to 
India... no money wjis 
spent by the AITA In the 





P.L Reddy admMfliirv 
the'Ml blits were 
huge for the Ftndl sbtcd’ 
it was a special 
occasion and some 
families were ta)ieh..v** 


VIJAY'S DEMANDS TURNED DOWN 



1089) .. - ,; 

muoh‘e<dj*nr^«^ ai^ ^ 

ViJ^Ami%*d%Davto6upfiiture.vyayhad : 
cited a «a$:gin»shoiddffiP injury as one of the 
pfoWsme* tmt 

dletxriEer^ had actually let dovm six 

oonditione.^w:mi^ would haw to be met. if he was 
to play. l^ea^ddltiQiw were made to AITA,, 
Baraw(^R.K. I£haneainSeoul(ie88)andareaa .. 
ftdlows: 

ijt»ay»e*iht.0f3*s7.1akhs(nearly)tovyaya44;.‘, 

AlUttd rfeiflP^ 23,000 Isinter^ 

charg^T 

' ,2)'ViiAi^,stfid Anartdshould be given a 2 year, ; ’ ; 

jDaviaCttPoi^traiibt -*' ' 

sj-^ayplid Aoaod'td be paid 20 % of the . 

<3ap,i%3m«nie^;: r-:. ■ ? ■ v--'; 

. ■' #) Vi^itodtiM-be'oi^ptain • ■ .:-_y 

dyvy^^.^iiHddrdwdde-ttoven = 




siaiya.^A secretary Kha^, 



Ir .i 



7 ; 

i »Vi T: J 








[jtSlyjf? 
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Continuation ot the AGtVI minutes 
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Kr.Vi'vy Aatri'l wneDl* to irrnnfio fruu nceornnodatlen tot hiin«olf| hi* 

|ir<r >ri'-i - .li iiift brother «nd tiad nloo obtained tpoilal eoneoaalon for 
' hnr« or T oi<n. Uo alno nenttonod th«b it vt* for the 
t Lnw t)'it fothor and «on| 1 .o•Oervinathan Krlshnon and Sooofeh- 
Knri'.uin van priitont at. <k I'c/iociip final md both had pckrtloipntodi 
It wi'i tt llarrrti. OC'aflnl-'n foi tho ruuntry. Thle via eiao tho 
ctinwr'-nii ji ; (ho Spofikoro at tho Banqoot, which l.i«lud«d puroonallties 
lihu Mr,Tiiv;,'p4j thitrl^r, Prooldont of th« ITP, Kr>Jorg(uiaon, Ppralden^ 
of ainJ C^'alrrcin of tht Daviawup Connittoa and Ifon'bla ^T^»fanaranch| 

Hronl(l i.t I;it rn/itioaal OlyopiQ Corjnittee* Thoy voro ail prcaont 
durhir tho T lo« 

Or .A Fraaad of Bihar tiUtod obout the nooooaity of discouraging payno&ta 
by cortiln btito AonoeiatioTW for pliygra nt tho Nationsl l«>vol. He 
oftid thit rtoriuae ol ptiymonta to plnyAra tfwy U'^ro not nblo li play 
1(1 poor Staten Uko Bihnr and othero* Ito «loo wanted the dqtallo of 
tho Qkpnrieoa ^ ivolxed in Daviocup 00 that tltuy could \Jj$o conduct the 
oarc eo'io tini In future* bhri H.K.IQukana and Shrl Raoiaoh Ueaal 
objoctod to the doclelon takon on tho vermo, jMyni'nto to playera and 
ruinburaonantn to the Otiten of Inaaea incurred In conducting DA.ri0eup 
Matc‘*o«* Aftn diecuaalon It wae agreod that In future all thaao 
doci*-i^na woul- bo roxtod i'M'ough tho riecutlvo Cuomittoe only end no 
deoinior.o wou}«i bo routed throw,'h th<« rxo'itivu Cinnltteo s.nly and no 
dc-lolon wt^Klu tc takf.t hy tho ‘.ncr'-tiry (imgral for condoctlng tho 
Da.<;»icuv uatch^e and paynantfl to fUvora wU'-out the eanctio-i of the 
Exocu tl .'d* 

SKri ll.K.f'hin** thun wnrtod to Kjjow the poaiilon portnlnlng to tho 
forc'^n 3 K( spont on tho eooch und If Covornnont pornleeion 

woi tihca. Tho ijgcreta.y Cononl /it'tnd tint I'ormlaiilen fron tho 
Oooa-n~ont wan tikon for atiy in n hotsl mid only imyront in rui'Ooe wne 
nndc 'e him, t^o fornlit*' orrhanco *'*« involve), Ko oxplAlneJ that 
overall iiorr.iei ion fior, “n (.ovcrfingnt, wio I ikon for tho 
tn»ii etc thia vaa alwiyn ■» part of tho per-iirrlon, 

Shri D.loo atrorglv objeetel to the apc.idlng of any money witfcoul the 
ftpp-TV of the rinnnoii C "tnlVt^jp ai-j lithiit ap n llun'jct In 

ndvaren. Cnnctl di.'e''dori thit tlile ehojld le ilono li futui.'. 

In .? '•liin', (' 1 Ifsiy.iTs-iajTr ii’ld t’.'t I lie* cry id - tgir, Lapaol 

but hw' « r ) ui iilcntiou.tl a.id dc-laiona uofu taken with a vlow be 
Coul-(»irq til -f .lira of r',0 laaoclitton In Iht bnpt ^ocniblo “Vinnor* 

Aa .1x1 r-tirl Cx thin jvii, It would now hi tii thi ;ii;unli- Trjinuror 
to . 'c 111 (o tlilr rix, t. 

.-imilv :rl f;.,.'.jnnn ‘nvlng oropoc d anc 1 rjf .T.f ,Frjncle i Ing 

ec.'-idtiil, ‘-ir 01.“) a 9 Ji».r'« '“uic/t anj ic-.',-., „ piBt.gJ 
ii.li 1 -ly ♦ 

^ .’X iJ' 

L i*-! ol ^ j ' r intlino '‘id tilrociy t'Oiin 'irsyiato'd, 

vi ^ I 

IWiWiijwpepiiieeiiia^^ s 




dUrl Hatwer illogh wee elected uoaniaotfely* 
g-i^cftAM Oonejali 

8hri PtL.heddyi Shrl Raaoeh Doeul end 8brl Keehwant Singh withdrew 
their oendidaturo* dhrt RS.Xhanna wne then ujualaoueli elected ee the 
Secrotnry 1«n«rnl» 

f) The Ppoeldoat«gleot then e&id that If the Heua* agreed the reaelnlng 
appolnteeote of VloeoPreeldeate. Hony.treaaurar, Eweeutlve CoMitteet 
and ether Sub>coealtteee would bo oatg# by his* Me eXao edded thift 

SlSt ehould be eadt o body which would be an iuaple for ell ether 
BoJiea and for thle he aruirht the eogporetlin «f pereeu* 


fhe VYceldent-elect NntwarSingh Jt thankod the outiOiRi Jhreeident 
Shrl Wnnieeh Keeturlal fvr ahgulilorlag the onoraoue teek during ell 
tbie period n id couanatad the oacollent work done by bla* He else e 
wort or eppn nation for Mr .Anil K.Jnuhar for having deae exeellent 
jc'h (luri.ig t( 0 Init ye\rw. It wne nii eutatandlng record* 

Hr."’ipt<a lioeni rci ^rtlcd hie tipjifv t lu tion foi the outgoing f^eeideBt 
V tolt.g the firat preen.,nt -loctoJ f»,.a Oujarnt, Oujarat AeeoelatlOB 

vm , rou1 or hjm, 

“(..a! . nAargisoewar tlion wnntvd t.> put -^n record the excellent verll 
dL,ri •> t>o In rotary uuneril P.I.»?»'Hy in bringing the tens ef 
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S. Vasudevan: back in the team 


semi-final against 
Australia. In fact 
concessions were got by 
Vljay as he knew the 
hotel chaps." 

Yet it would be 
interesting to see, what 
expenses made up that 
mammoth $ 16,000 hotel 
bill. Whether such 
expenses for the families 
were justifiable is 
questionable, 
considering Indian 
sport is constantly short 
on finance. 

Reddy also is inclined 
to diagree with the 
absence of biUw, Re 
maintains that all 
accounts were 
forwarded to the 


Ministry of Sports by 
treasurer Anil Jauhar, 
adding that, "bills have 
been sent for dollars 
15,000 and 10,000 
taken out for the finals 
and the semi-finals of 
the 1687 Davis etip" 

Where then, aje the 
bills? And what exactly 
are the amounts Spent? 

The new committee 
has rejected the 
accountseind Ramesh 
Oesai is present' 
sending letters to the 
people involvedio find, 
out what extmtiy has b^n 
spent and whera. 

Somebody, aoiinewhere 
ieohvibualylyi^ijrl 























permutations' 

combtiiations ' 
determining the ratinfir . 
of a player in the fiercely 
competitive profem^k^S) 
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Vasudevan was upset ui 
the singles, but won the 
doubles with Sadiq 
Abdullah 
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zaetitisun All beat Ryan Blake 
(Ul^) S« 2 , 6-2 S. Boitietd beat 
JtocrFerriera 3-8, r -6 (7-4). 8-6. 
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SPORTSWORLD; 
Pakistan cricket is 
always in the news. And 
often for the wrong 
reasons. Its domestic 
oriokel is wrongly 
struciured according to 
many, its Test umpires 
have been accused of 
cheating and its 
cricketers have always 
had a tendency of being 
highly controversial. 
Pakistani cricket needs 
a lot of PR... 

OMAR KUREISHI You 
are partly right. It does 
not need as much PR 
(it’s a slightly vague 
term) as much a 
correction of its image. 
We’ve never overcome 
the origins of Pakistan 
cricket The idea from 
the very beginning was 
that things were wrong 
in Pakistan And this 
had much to do with 
countries touring the 
sub-continent in those 
days, that is England, 
Australia and New 
Zealand. These 
countries came with 




predetermined notions 
of the conditions they 
expected to find in 
Pakistan. 

I am convined that the 
better you are, the more 
problems you have as a 
Third World country. As 
long as we were losing 
we had no problems. 
Quite like India in this 
respect; as long as it 
kept going to England 
and losing 0-5, they 
patted you on the back 
and said ’Well played, 
old boy’. It is only when 
India and Pakistan 
became very good teams 
that their problems 
began. There is no 
explanation for that. 

But yes, coming back 
to your question. 



LET THE ENGLISH 
GO TO BLOODY HELL! 
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One or two more years 
of this razzte-dazzle and 
superstardom and the 
game will return to basic 
values... in cricket there 
will come a time when 
we return to the old 
fashioned values. 


Pakistan cricket 
definitely needs better 
marketing. Cricket is a 
very colonial game 
Everything in it has 
changed except this 
feature and the 
Godfathers—and I use 
the term ‘Godfather’ 
here in the sense I would 
use the term 
“mafia' -have not 
reconciled themselves to 
the fact that they can 
come to Pakistan and 
lose, or that Pakistan 
can go to England and 
win. 

India is better 
organised in this respect 
because it is less likely to 
take any nonsense 
Sooner or later, 

Pakistan has to come to 
that stage itself, we have 
to stop countries coming 
to Pakistan and 
insulting the country 
and its people. 

But why does Pakistan 
take this nonsense 
anyway? 

There is no explanation. 
But let it be clear that I 
don’t accept this at all 
and our public is not 
going to take this 
nonsense either. Sooner 
or later, the pressure 
will have to come on our 
Board as well. 

You mentioned that 
Pakistan cricket needs a 
oorreotion of its image 
in the eyes of the world. 
Its players are volatile 
luid infighting amongst 
themselves is not 
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uncommon. This oould 
be the reflection of a 
weak Board. 

We are now going into 
the fundamental social 
factors. Ever since the 
side has been led by 
Imran we have had no 
problem in ofintrolling 
players because they 
accept his leadership. 

Is that because of his 
somewhat aristocratic 
baokgp*ound and 
English education? 

It is a terrible thing to 
say but the background 
helps. I have the 
greatest respect for 
Javed Miandad but you 
have to accept the reality 
that there is a difference 
between a leader and the 
10 members of the team. 
While Miandad in my 
opinion is a much better 
tactician, Imran is an 
outstanding captain off 


You've got cricketers 
who are big media stars 
now. When they walk 
onto the ground they are | 
like bloody walking 
hoardings. Someone 
has got something on 
his backside, shirt or 
ass. 


the field. 

But reverting to your 
question, we need a 
correction of our image 
and we can’t do that by 
l5ring down and saying 
‘We accept what you are 
saying’. Our Boards had 
been weak, no doubt, but 
now wS have to respond. 
Earlier on it was slightly 
dilTerent when we had 
someone like Kardar as 
captain and the head of 
our Board, who made it I 
clear that }f you didn’t 
like it, fine, then that 
was it. Haseeb Ahsan 
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I What Imran says about 
I our domestic cricket is 
I right; it is okay for him 
to say that it needs 
change but the fact 
remains that he himself 
doesn’t give it any 
importance; he doesn't 
play domestic cricket in 
Pakistan and there can 
be no excuse for 
someone who also 
happens to be the 
captain of the country! 


has also been stronj? on 
this point, he has 
created waves, has got a 
bad media but stood up 
to it in the larger 
interests of Pakistan 
cricket. We need 
someone like that again, 
someone to say ‘Come in 
and play on our own 
terms’. Someone strong 
enough to tell the world 
that Pakistan is, at Test 
level, perhaps one of the 
best teams in the game. 

We never quite 
exploited that fact, never 
properly marketed 
Pakistan cricket. For a 
variety of reasons we are 
always at the wrong 
end. Our media relations 
are bad. We need a 
professional to handle 
that aspect of 
administration; we need 
pro cricketers, a pro 
captain, a pro manager 
as well as a pro media 
manager. This is 
because the exposure to 
the game has increased 
greatly. Cricket is a 
different ball game now. 

The administration 
appears to be far more 
tolerant of the whims of 
touring sides and, in 
this respect, a little out 
of touch with public 
opinion. The Pakistan 
Board is structured 
xmprofesslonaJIy. I am 



very anti bureaucracy 
getting involved in 
sport. I would like to see 
the Pakistan Board 
structured like a 
corporation... if you 
must have a chairman 
from the bureaucracy 
then so be it, but the 
chief executive would 
need to be a top equality 
man and heavily paid. 
There ought to also be 
directors of finance, 
administration and 
marketing. Rather than 
hand it over to former 
Test cricketers, 99 per 
cent of whom can barely 
sign their own names 
except for giving 
autographs. 

The structure of 
firet-olass cricket in 
Pakistan has come in for 
much criticism. 
Commercial houses play 
each other in the 
country’s premier 


I have the greatest 
respect forJaved 
Miandad but you have to 
accept the reality that 
there is a difference 
between a leader and 
the 10 members of the 
team 


to\imament instead of 
provinces. Imran Khan 
attacked this format in 
bom his 

autobiographies. 

It’s a question of 
priorities. Nowhere in 
the world is the domestic 
tournament delayed 
because a Test series is 
being played at the same 
time. We have to get our 
grrassroots and 
foundation right. We 
have commerical houses 
in Pakistan who employ 
players only to play for 
them. It makes sense 
because they derive 












mileage out of the 
recruitment. We then 
allow these companies to 
play in our domestic 
tournaments But what 
one needs in a 
tournament is an 
equation of rivadries and 
loyalties—which we 
haven't got What Imran 
says about our domestic 
cricket is right; it is 
okay for him to say that 
it needs change but the 
fact remains that he 
himself doesn’t give it 
any importance; he 
doesn’t play domestic 
cricket in Pakistan and 
there can be no excuse 
for someone who also 
hapiiens to be the 
captain of the country! 
He says he won’t play 
because he doesn’t like 
the way the system is 
run. In my opinion if 
you don’t play domestic 
cricket then you 
automatically disqualify 


yourself from playing 
for your country The 
remarkable thing is that 
inspite of having a very 
haphazard and confused 
domestic set-up we still 
continue to produce a lot 
of very good players. 

Much disrepute has been 
brought to Pakistan 
cricket on account of its 
standard of umpiring. 
Each touring captain 
has accused Pakistan’s 
umpires of 
incompetence and, on 
occasions, of even 
worse... 

Cheating, you mean! 
Why should you avoid 
that word? The answer 
is ‘no’! Pakistan’s 
umpires are neither 
cheats nor incompetent. 
They make mistakes 
just like other umpires 
in the world. Again, our 
umpiring problem has 


been a result of our 
image. We got stuck 
with it and never 
overcame it. I’ll explain: 
even though we won the 
series in England in 
1987 the whisper in the 
Pakistan dressing room 
indicated that the boys 
were very, very upset 
with the standard of 
umpiring there. They 
didn’t complain because 
it would have been very 
hard to convince the 
world. It is very easy on 
the other hand to 
convince the world that 
the Pakistani umpires 
are cheats but if I turned 
around and said 
'English umpires are 
cheats too’ no one would 
have believed me. 
Because of the image of 
English umpiring. 

I managed a tour 
to England in 1974 and 
some of the decisions 
that we got were 


Tony Lewis (at right in 
picture) is a third-rate 
opportunist and a racist 
in iny judgement. He 
speaks for the 
establishment and does 
not have the 
self-respect to be able 
to refuse the hospitality 
offered by Third World 
countries. I’ve no time 
for him at all! 


appaling. In the Oval 
Test we hit 600-plus and 
had Amiss nm out by a 
yard (TV showed it too). 
It was the only time that 
Dickie Bird, the ‘great’ 
Dickie Bird—this great 
myth abput 
him—^admitted in his 
book that he had made a 
mistake. Amiss, by the 
way, went on to make 
200 ! 






When I was asked by 
the British press on that 
decision 1 came up with 
an extremely factual and 
decent answer, that 1 
think Bird had made a 
mistake I could very 
easily have said that 
Bird had cheated—but 
didn’t. But when 
umpires in India and 
Pakistan make mistakes 
no one ever gives them 
the the benefit of doubt. 
They always feel that 
there is a conspiracy 
brewing and that the 
Third World desperately 
needs to win to create a 
sense of identity or 
pride. 

You Just referred to the 
Third World desire to 
win. Quite a few 
cricketers have talked of 
the Pakistani intensity 
to win. Not 
surprisingly, an 
international contest 
■ becomes a national issue 
in Pakistan. 


Not true at all. After 
Pakistan had lost to 
India in the Asia Cup in 
Dhaka. I rang Karachi 
and the feedback from 
there was that Pakistan 
had played badly. The 
public has matured a 
great deal It is an active 
watchdog on issues 
Take umpiring for 
example We beat 
Australia hollow in the 
first Test in September 
and the public was not 
one bit happy with the 
controversy stirred by 
Allan Border against 
our umpires. We could 
have beaten them 

without the controversy. 
The ball was turning 
square; there was no 
way an umpire could 
have gone through the 
match without making a 
genuine mistake at some 
stage or the other. The 
Australians complained 
because they had been 
beaten by an innings. 


The 

si|iiare; there wtt no 
way eh ompiiie could 



nditeKeetsoffie 
Itegeorihe other. 
TheAuftraliaiie 


eomoiained because 
they iiad been beaten 
by an innings 


Pakistan had made more 
than 400 and the 
Australians were 
bundled out for poor 
scores in both innings 
Now you don’t change 
the pitch when the other 
side bats, do you? 

The visiting press is 
most often the last to be 
convinced. It appears 
thatltcarrief a 
massive chip on its 
shoulder. 


Absolutely right. They 
are the worst in the 
world and a real menace 
to international cricket. 

I don’t mind you quoting 
me in those exact words. 
They are a bloody 
menace, they don’t know 
a damn thing about the 
game, they know 
nothing about culture 
and backgrounds; they 
cover circket like they 
cover football; football is 
all about hooliganism 
whereas cricket is not 
a,nd I think the 
standards of the British 
media are absolutely 
Appaling. I know most of 
them personally. I know 
their intellectual and 
cultural levels and 
woudn’t have a cup of 
coffee with them! I find 
them utterly 
unacceptable and think 
they are doing the game 
a great deal of harm 
They are the ones who 
come and create 
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problems, nothing 
.seems to satisfy them, 
you could put them up 
in a .'3-star hotel and they 
would still be unhappy 
there They ai-e not used 
to better living, they are 
used to Mrs Jones’ 
lied - a n d - b reak fas t 
joint.s. you need to have 
a certain background to 
be able to live well We in 
India and Pakistan go 
out of our way to put 
them up in good hotels 
where they become 
uncomlortable in that 
standard of living and 
turn critical Ijustneed 
to bo a visitor in the 
sub-continent sitting in 
the hotel lobby and 
someone will walk up 
and ask whether I am 
okay and comfortable 
and if they can help in 
any way I am grateful 
for that But when a 
British reporter comes 
here he takes things for 
granted a sort of'Here 
I am and what can you 
do about It' attitude 

Has cricket writing 
changed over the years? 

Here you will find me 
bicised, old fashioned 
and reactionary For me. 
cricket is more than a 
game, it is an 
atmosphere, an cart 
form, and cricket gives 
you a chance to express 
yourself The stuff that 
IS coming out now 
doesn’t belong to my 
school of thought But 
then I am out of date and 
a bit cif a relic People 
st ill read me once in a 
while but my personal 
audience is diminishing. 

1 could bo called a 
serious writer who now 
nobod.v takes that 
.seriously 

Cricket writing has 
largely become gossip 
writing. You've got 
cricketers who are big 
media stars now When 
they walk onto the 


ground they are like 
bloody walking 
hoardings Someone has 
got something on his 
backside, shirt or ass 

A change inspired by TV 
coverage? 

I don’t know the public. 


so I don’t know what 
they want. Little 
scandals attached to 
cricketers mean no 
interest to me 
whatsoever but the 
public seem to want it 
■The media gives only 
what the public wants to 


read 'Your work is 
related to their 
requirement. 

Is there a shortage of 
responsible writers? 
There is a shortage of 
good writers. The best 
cricket writing is 
coming out of India and 
Pakistan It may not go 
down well in Pakistan, 
but India has some of the 
best cricket writers 
going 

Not England? 

England is finished I 
can’t think of a single 
one I used to read John 
Woodcock with 
pleasure, and still do 
whenever he writes Jim 
Swan ton heis retired 
And yes, Arlott—I am 
very, very prejudiced in 
his favour 

Not Tony Lewis? 

I have no time for him at 
all He IS a third-rate 
opportunist and a racist 
in my judgement. He 
.speaks for the 
establishment and does 
not have the self-respect 
to be able to refuse the 
hospitality offered by 
Third World countries. 
He is always available 
and has had a very 
strong role to play in 
creating this colour 
crisis I’ve no time for 
him at all! 

Mike Brearley? 

He is good, knows the 
game and stays with it I 
can’t think of anyone 
else that I can say I look 
forward to reading 
Maybe I’ve known them 
(the British) for too long 
personally. I have a lot 
of time for many of your 
Indian cricket 
writers.. .dkn’t take 
names as that would 
make many enemies. 


Interview continued next week 
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■oiH^ftmt. You giv9 
O torr^to^. Y0U mnM 
tfoMTV* to bo hom. ,Qot otH” 

Conversation between, footballer 
^eoto Rossi and a cab driver when the 
Uellarv superstar was tour^ in Brazrl. 
Rossi scored a hattrick in the 1982 
N^rld Cup semi.final In which Italy 
beat Braiit., 












He got e nerve. He got a nerve. 
Every tfrtie he hit me, even a flick, It 
was' like a knife going through my 

face 

tloyd HOneygbarf about Marion Starl¬ 
ing aHerhfs unsuccessful WBC wel¬ 
terweight title defence 


PollticTano are constantly trying to 
ehiff. the ileeliMoivnnking on^ the 
ehoutdere of the-sperteodminlstfe* 
tore^eo that they can escape any 
ert^^^iam from the puMIc;,. . 
.h^eolhh Gary, Austrafiap Cricket 
Board ch^hnen on'.ihe Sooth. Africa 


Teat erioket meehe a vmet tieia 
m*~it mottvetM nie and If t 
biiEiaat ahigie ieason for staying' 
the gonie. CaiMalnIng Engle^ f 
given me another dlmene^ 
tnH^ and I will not lightly glvp.it u 
Graham iGooch 




















GoodTim^ 

For 

IVIaharaslitra 

Maharashtra has topped the West Zone this 
year and the future is very bright for this 
young, immensely talented team 


HE newly crowned 

West Zone 

champions. 

Maharashtra, are 

one of the most 

improved sides in the 

Ranji Trophy 

championships this 

year The manner in 

which they topped the 

extremely competitive 

West Zone this year 

indicates that this 

young talented side 

means business. 

Take the recently 

concluded pre-quarter 

tie against Madhya 

Pradesh—MP batted 

first and scored a 

meagre 261 The only 

resistance came from 

Sandip Patil who scored 

68. The rest were all at 

sea and the major 

damage was done by 

Salil Ankola who took 5 

for 93 and Greg D’Costa 

who took 4 for 74 In 

I reply, Maharashtra 

I were in a spot of bother 

t when they were down at 

I 16 for 3 with T, A 

I Sekhar sending back the 

I prolific Surendra Bhavre 

and Kalyani fonlow 

scores. This was t!j,e 

only time in the match • 

that Madhya Pradesh 

had the upper hand in 

the match 

But then the 

experienced Milind 
. . 


Gunjal and youngster 
Shantanu Sugwekar 
came together for a 
record partnership of 
321 and in the end the 
latter scored 299 while 
the former hit 159. The 
result was that 
Maharashtra had a first 
innings score of 700 


The pitch at the Nehru 
Stadium in Pune has 
always been a batsman’s 
paradise and there was 
very little in it for the 
bowlers. Both Hirwani 
and T.A. Sekhar were 
treated vyith contempt 
and could do little to 
break the partnership 



Milind Gunjal, hitting 
his ninth Ranji TVophy 
century, was a picture of 
total confidence—one 
particular sizzling cover 
drive for four was an 
unforgettable sight. 

For Shantanu 
Sugwekar, who is 
playipg in only his 
second Ranji Trophy 
season.this was his third 
century. This 
technically perfect 
batsman has patience 
and concentration in 
abundance, two 
qualities that are 
missing in today's tireed 
of one-day criclteters. He 
came in when 
Maharashtra were 
struggling at i is for 3. 
and remaiiied unbeaten 
with almqet a Mple 
hundred made in 11 
hours at the 6ji^&se. This 
incidentally w^ the ' 
tenths highest (jeorh in 
the$^year b]4 hi8l9ry' , 

bftheRi^iTiophy, 

He 









i'bet^erline^dlfttifE^. v'- 
Ankolft^sohedmwfeb 
figures of;9/156.. ,. ” ’ 

For Ma<fiiya Prad^,, 
^andip PSktil captained • 
weU. He €tttaolied from. ■ 
tfie word go and Became 
eemi'dafensive only 
when fie myf that the 
:mat«di wap .slipping 
away from Madhya 
Pradesh. 
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Salil Ankola: a tendency 
towards short pitched 
bowling 

batsmen But I feel that 
he should refrain from 
bowling short all the 
time and instead should 
take a leaf out of 
D'Monte’s book by 
concentrating on a 


Maharashti’a. hayd'a 
bright future &head of , 
them Theteaipia /' '/ 
young, their ba.ttihg ''' 
form impressive, their 
bowling is tight and 
with morale high, they 
are goihg to be tough 
costomers m the futprei 
Rahul Chandawsrfcsr) Pum' 
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Bombay v$ Hyderabad 

Spin M The Way 


T he odds were 

against Hyderabad 
beating Bombay in 
the knockout rounds of 
the Charminar 
Challenge Ranji Trophy 
Championships held at 
Secunderabad 
Gymkhana grounds 
These two teams have 
met six times and each 
time Bombay has 
oomeout on top. The last 
encounter in 1975-76 
was the most bitter one 
for Hyderabad, Bombay 
without their stars, who 
were on tour of the West 
Indies, turned the table 
on Hyderabad with a 70 
runs win. Hyderabad 
had started celebrating a 
bit too early, after having 
scored a 59 run lead in 
the first innings. 

The recent encounter 
Will also go down as a 
bitter one for 
Hyderabad. The reason 
being that they were 
without Shivlal Yadav 
their skipper—who 
would have made up a 
potent spin attack with 
Arshad Ayub and young 
left arm spinner 
Venkatpathi Raju. 

The wicket at the 
Gymkhana grounds, 
Secunderabad, was a 
turning track and even 
if Hyderabad were 
without Shivlal Yadav, 
they confounded 
everyone by selecting 
medium pacer Rajesh 
Yadav instead of 
Kanwaljit Singh, 
another off-spinner. 

Similarly in the 
Bombay camp, the • 
gamble to bring in left 
arm medium pacer 
Anirudh Kher was a 
waste because 
Hyderabad's openers 


just devastated his 
bovudlng 

Otherwise, it was a 
story of spin all the way 
Winning the toss for 
Hyderabad, Mohammed 
Azharuddln who will 


remember the match 
more for his 1000th 
Ranji run, .opted to bat 
on the none-too-good 
wicket and build up a 
total of 270. Veteran 
Narasimha Rao (Babji) 
playing confidently 
remained unbeaten with 
66 while skipper 
Azharuddin at the other 
end scored an useful 62. 

Azharuddln will 
remember this match 
because of his lOOOth 
Ranji run. Shivlal 
Yadav (inset) 



■ The others were not 
among the run getters. 
If compared with 
Bombay’s strength, 
Hyderabad cannot boast 
of any big names except 
for Azhar who had to 
depend heavily on 
Narasimha Rao and to a 
lesser extent Khalid 
Abdul Qayyum. Former 
Test star and selector 
M.L. Jaisimha’s son, 
Vivek Jaisimha is yet to 
exhibit his talent. 

InTact, Hyderabad 
had just 156 on the 
board with the top order 
including Azhar gone. 
And it was Narasimha 
Rao and Qayyum who 
did the trick by playing 
carefully to make the 
total a respectable one to 
prevent Bombay from 
tilting the scales against 
the hosts merely on 
their batting strength. 
For Bombay the 
spinners were able to get 
some turn out of the 
wicket and Ravi Shastri 
who took four for 91 
assisted by Kiran 
Mokashi with four for 
65 contained the 
Hyderabad score. 

Yet, Hyderabad did 
not d^pair at the total of 
270 for it did not seem a 
formidable one for 
Bomlmy. But they 
swung into action 
quickly and by the end 
Of the first day took four 
wickets giving away 90 
runs. They were not 
sitting pretty for 
Veng^rKar.and 
Tendulksr were at the 
creaso when stumps 
were drawn, The pair 
began the second day 
well. Young ibbdulkar 
impressed etei^ne > 
with some )>leMlng 
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strokes and his 59 with 
seven hits to the fence 
was eloquent testimony 
of the style and finesse 
of Bombay’s blue-eyed 
boy. He and Vengsarkar 
put on 118 runs for the 
fifth wioket before 
wicket-keeper Ethesham 
All Khan took a splendid 
catch to send Sachin 
Tendulkar back to the 
pavilion Vengsarkar 
too fell to Venkatpathi 
Raju—a bat and pad 
catch ballooned up for 
Abdul Qayyum at first 
slip 

Ravi Shastri did not 

Ravi Shastri did well 
on a turning wicket 
but was unsuccessful 
with the bat 




live up to the 
expectations with the 
bat. He got a chance but 
made a second mistake 
soon afterwards to be 
caught by Azharuddin 
off the bowling of 
Arshad Ayub. Ayub got 
six wickets for 129 runs 
and Raju picked up the 
other four for 98 All 
that Bombay managed 
was a slender 13 run 
fitst innings lead 

The visitors asserted 
and showed their 
superior skills by the 
end of the second day 
taking four Hyderabad 
wickets with only 121 
on the board And 
Azharuddin pluckily 
reached his 1,000th 
Ranji run when he 
hoisted Ravi Shastri to 
long on and substitute 
Iqbal Ktian got his 
h^ds to it, only to allow 
it to slip and bounce over 
the fence for a six That 
in no way was a help for 
Hyderabad to fight their 
way back into the match 
at the end of the second 
day The overnight pair 
of Azharuddin and 
Vivek Jaisimha added 
94 runs for the fifth 
wicket before Jaisimha 
was out for 46 including 
seven hits to the fence. 
Azharuddin also left at 
the same total of 144. 

Hyderabad was in 
deep trouble and it 
seemed as if the innings 
will end soon But once 
again it was Narasimha 
Rao who scored 27 and 
Arshad Ayub, the last 
man out, with 69 runs 
took up the total to 268. 
Predictably, Shastri and 
Mokashi bowled 
successfully. Shastri 
was the more 
economical of the two 
with three for 72 off 
26.5 overs. Mokashi, 
tljiough expensive, 
finished with five for 
109 off 28 overs. 


A target of 256 in 543 
minutes did not seem a 
challenge for Bombay by 
any stretch of 
imagination. They 
scored 115 of those runs 
losing three wickets, at 
the end of the third day, 
with Lalchand Rajput 
(50) and Chandrakanth 
Pandit (44) setting the 
pace for a facile win. The 
reipaining 141 runs 
were made with a 
minute to go for lunch 
on the fourth and final 
day with Sanjay 


Bombay’s blue eyed 
boy, Sachin 
Tendulkar (left) and 
Vengsarkar put up a 
118 run fifth wicket 
partnership. 

Manjrekar, who scored 
80 and the winning run. 
Ravi Shastri was batting 
at the other end with 
fifty. Bombay recorded a 
six wicket win to qualify 
for the quarter final in 
which it plays Uttar 
Pradesh 

A CoiTMpondmit 
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’ WORLD OF SOCCER 


World Cup 2002 


I T all started when 
the FIFA chief Joao 
Havelange made a 
startling comment. In 
a recent FIFA meet¬ 
ing the controversial 
Havelange said that 
he wished the World 
Cup had soon been 
held in Asia, the one 
continent that loves 
the game so much hut 
has not yet been ablS 
to host its premier 
tournament. 

And since then the 
rumours started— 
Asia to stage the 
World Cup. Not in 
1990, of course, nor 
1994 which has also 
already been 
assigned. Not even in 
1998 for which 
France^ are the front- 
runner's. But the first 
World Cup of 2000 
era. 

Believe it. an Asian 
World Cup is not 
quite an unlikely 
prospect. If France do 
get the 1998 games 
the next cham¬ 
pionship will have to 
be held on non- 
European soil. 
Perhaps, in South 
America, but then the 
continent’s continual 
economic decline is 
almost certain. 

In that case, the 
other option will 
obviously be Africa, 
where Morocco, hav¬ 
ing already applied 
once, might again be 
in the running or 
perhaps even in the 
Middle Bast, 
although Saudi Ara¬ 
bia, the most likely 
regional host, has 
hardly been showing 
great enthusia^ for 
auch a task. 

But don’t forget the 
t.wo Asian sporting 



Seoul during the 

Olympics; all-round 
efiioienoy 

leviathans: China and 
South Korea; they do 
have the capacity and 
ambition to hold the 
greatest show of soc¬ 
cer on earth. 

Take the paae of 
South Korea: they 
have a booming eco¬ 
nomy, their national 
team is the best in the 
region, and above all, 
they have proven 
their ability to stage 
world events with a 
most successful 
Aslan and Olympic 
Games. 

The Olympics have 
left them with hn uji- 
dated system of press, 
hotels and tremsport 
network. Ilhey 
already have several 
modern , stadia that 


can seat 30,000 
people. 

China also seems to 
have an equally 
strong case. Firstly, 
they are the world’s 
most populous nation 
and their growing 
political sjtatus will 
soon identify them as 
Asia’s leading super¬ 
power. 

Secondly, and more 
importantly, they are 
quite keen on hoWing 
such world events as 
the soccer .muhdial 
and this augment 
their image through., 
sporting achieve¬ 
ments. 

Moreover, they 
made generally: good 
impression when 
staging the Juplor 
World Cup, and add 
f to it the fact that 
are to stage the As|(an 
Games next/yaacas a 


result of which all the 
major stadia in the 
capital have already 
been upgraded and 
new complexes built. 
If the Games turn out 
to be a success, Chi¬ 
na's case will be even 
stronger. 

The only handicap 
that China seems to 
have is that many sta¬ 
dia outside Beijing 
a,nd .Guangzhou 
vvcmld, not meet the 
strict, FIFA stan¬ 
dards. and they have 
,a npt-so-modern hotel 
n^work. And the in¬ 
ternational transport 
system might mso be 
unable to stand the 
strain of a pup, 

, No dodbt, the^ is 
still a long \vay to 
go—, blit the possibil¬ 
ity ,bf am Afiftah Wdirid 

Gup, looihs distJnt^ 

and■" ■, 
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Cup fever in Rome 


I iHE sale of tickets 
ioe the 1090 World 
Cup has already 
gun In Italy, even 
though politicians 
and unions are still 
fighting over the 
issue of renovating 
the Olympic stadium 
in Rome which will 
host the final on July 

At the moment, 
things are quite in a 
mess there as far as 
the preparations for 
the Cup is concerned. 
Much of the parking 
land at San Siro, 
Milan, has turned 
into a giant builders' 
yard and most dis¬ 
appointingly, the 
government’s E220 
million infrastruc¬ 
ture grant did not be- 


.cdine law uhlfil 
ftovember., pfhich was 
four moth& later than 
planned. It consider¬ 
ably delayed the be¬ 
ginning of the prepa-’' 
rations for the World 
Cup, 

But Italy will, in all 
likelihood, pull.' 
through. They may 
be having problems,, 
but they are prepared ' 
to face them with re¬ 
solve. If Argentina, 
Spain and Mexico 
could stage World 
Cups despite the' 
assorted threats of a 
revolution and urban 
terrorism and then an 
earthquake disaster, 
there is no reason to 
doubt that Italy will 
be Just about ready. 


The professional quicksands 


I F you are good, 
talented the ladder 
is there for you to 
climb. Up, up, and up. 
That is the way it is 
all over the world. 
When a talented 
youngster is spotted,- 
he is recruited as an 
amateur by the pro 
club. Then when the 
permitted age is 
reached, and - the 
youngster continues 
to impress, he,is 
taken on as a firsts 
team regular, then 
onto first division 
games and frdm there 
on to fame. 

But the scene in 
America is qUlte diffe¬ 
rent. where, for a ' 

■ start, they don’t even , 
haire. a pro league. , 
..^d even if they had 
.one could be sura the , 
irad^ionaL m^ods 


of producing players 
would not be fal¬ 
lowed. , 

And very, vei?y siir- 
prisingly, if one 
wants to know . the. 
reasons behind this, 
sick system, he has to . 
delve deep not only, 
into the entire sort¬ 
ing infrastructure, 
but also the American 
educational,’ 
In , the USi; basket¬ 
ball and ’A|nerlcan ' 
football ate flie two- 
most Bucceisfui 

sports that make 
players rich over¬ 
night. Yet,,' etippri- 
singly enough, neth¬ 
er sport has, (9ubs 
that run yot^h-tea^. 
pj^era 

mfke a n'kjwb 'fdr;,' 
themselves > 

high 8oh0oieto-i»^^ . 
ress to club'leVeC-,' . 


Francescoii hates Paris 


B pIJEVE It.^ some- 
tme hates Paris. "If, 
t- hays to ten the 
trt^h, .1 cannot stand 
it aiiymofe here,” said 
Itei : 

He is Ente> Frances- 
ooli, Uruguay’s" star 
fpotballer who finds 
his soccer, life in Paris 
ilnibearahie, for the 
simple reascm that 
football there' is not 
passion^e epouidt .^ 


dletahce of Sottm 
Amenta and Wen of 
Italy!” /’ 

So Eneo i^ene«9Q0i£ 
wants to mirgrate 
again and the city 
that hoe vast attrac¬ 
tion for him is Rome,, 
where soccer connois¬ 
seurs are now Iboh- 
ing for new fore^ 
igners after all the 
disappointments of 
. the last season. - l' 



Enzo FranoesooU; ‘the passion of soooer^ 


sustain his ebullient 
spirits. The French 
are juet not warm 
enough in their atti¬ 
tude towards the 
game to make soccer 
-an electrlfylnig ex- 
fterience. 

“This Is not my 
kind df football," 
Ftehoescoli said, "The 
traditional coldness 
of the Ftench has in 
^.our case became a 
.more total IndiffeT- 
enoe. The fans hardly 
cOnie to wat<^ us. 
There are moments 
"when Ohs fbete the 


But the club bosses 
of Rome ate taking 
too long to make up; 
their minds as to 
whether they should. i 
hire the talented Uru* * 
guayan, 

“If Roma reallyf 
want me, they wiufi;' 
have to hurry up^'^i; 
Francescoii said, 
know that there ate . 
other Italian tctensiv.' 

that want to sigmine- ■! 
And I know that by. - 
the end of February, ‘ 
the situation must be- 
cleared up.” . ' 
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^ ROUNDUPS 


! MADRAS 

I Volleyball Rule 
Cbajiges 

I 

O NE of the duties of the 
^ administrators of the various 

t games is to effect changes in the 
I rules that would make the sport 
j more attractive to watch and 
exciting to play Volleyball is one 
such sfKDrt in which the 
administrators have been ready to 
change with the times Of late, 
there have been many changes in 
the sport and this has resulted in 
the game becoming popular with 
new players. It has al.so gained in 
status as a spectator snort 
The game’s adniinist rators meet 
quite often to discuss various 
aspects of the Asian Volleyball 
Confederation (AVC) rules of the 
game committee and the AVC 
Referees’ Commission 
Ten delegates from seven 
countries (Japan, Korea, UAFJ, 
Indonesia, Bahrain, Kuwait and 
India) attended the two meetings 

The delegates from seven 
countries who came to Madras 
for the Asian Volleyball 
Federation Meeting 


and various important decisions 
were taken 

Mr K Wakao, member. Rules 
Games Commission of the 
Federation Internationale De 
Volleyball (FIVE) submitted his 
reijort about the change of FIVE 
rules discussed at the last Rules 
Games Commission meeting of 
FIVE held at Lausanne in 
January 

The new volleyball rules framed 
during the FIVE congress in 
September 1988 at Seoul, had 
decided that the new rules should 
be adopted within three months 

The meeting decided that there 
would not be any further changes 
in the rules till 1902 and if any 
change was needed, it had to be 
proposed, experimented,studied 
and recommended by a study 
group to the FIVE 

But according to Mr K 
Murugan, Chairman, AVC Rules 
Games Commission and Secretary 
General, Volleyball Federation Of 
India, there are unlikely to be any 
major changes in the new rules 
till 1996. 

In connection with the 100th 
anniversary of FIVE in 1994, the 
international body is planning to 
publish the changes in the rules of 
volleyball from the date of origin 


of the game The preliminary 
submission of rules from the 
Asian countries will be submitted 
to the FIVE by Mr Wakao by July 
1989 

The following are the important 
changes in the I’ules which came 
into effect from January. 

1 A three minute interval 
between all sets. 

2 Every game will be played 
with a maximum point limit of 
seventeen Only in the fifth set, 
the rally point system will be 
followed 

3 Wiping of the floor IS not 
allowed except during intervals 
and time outs 

(However the rules games 
committee will propose to the AVC 
that due to climactic and other 
conditions, if necessary, the jury 
can decide as to when to wipe the 
floor) 

The referees committee of the 
AVC which met later, decided to 
recommend two referees from 
Asia to the FIVE for promotion 
from international Referee to 
FIVE referee With the inclusion 
of Yamagushi Nono (Japan) and 
Young Ho Cho (Korea), there are 
now four FIVE referees from Asia 
in the overall list of 14 such 
referees 
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Tennis For ToAOns 

ATCH them young" iea cliche 

Vin sport. But when aprojoct 
is launched with the initiated kids 
being \n the age group 2»/^ to five, 
then people sit up and take nhtlce. 
Thus when ‘‘Tennis For 
Toddlers—The Swedish Way” was 
inaugurated at a city school 
recently even the cynics were 
ready to applaud the unique 
venture. 

About 250 children of the 
Padma Seshadrihbala Bhavan 
school are attached to the 
programme. Explaining the 
features of the project; Mrs YG 
Parthasarathy, senior principal 
said that without a firm base, a 
proper edifice could not be built. 

So. the school had decided to 
provide the firm base to the tiny 
tots along the lines prevailing in 
Sweden. She said a tennis court 
would be laid at the school and 
every child included in the project 
would be provided with a racket 

Praising the initiative taken by 
the school, Mr P L Reddy, former 
AITA Secretary and currently 
Vice President. Asian Tennis 
Federation hoped that the 
programme would pick up 
momentum soon. Mr Reddy said 
that more schools and institutions 
should follow the lead given by the 
Padma Seshadribala Bhavan 
school. Incidentally, Ramesh 
Krishnan first made his mark in 
the game while studying in this 
school 

Dr S Srinivasan, Secretary, 

Tamil Nadu Tennis Association 
said that the TNTA would provide 
technical assistance to the 
scheme, like providing coaches 
and imported balls. He hoped that 
the scheme would develop into a 
talent bank for both the state body 
and the AITA. *■ 

Fsrtab Rsmchand 

PUNJAB 


I NTERNATltOrsrAL llftw^ > 

Balwihderlwhgh:,^ who recenUy 
won the third place in the Asian 
Powerl^lhg Meet^n Japan, was 



adj udged the strongman Of The victorious Eastern Railway 

Punjab at the senior Punjab State team with the tro|^y 

Powerlifting Championships 

which was held here recently. HYDERABAD 


Balwinder created four new 
national records in the 82.5 kg. 
class. In squat, against his own 
national record of 260 kg, he 
lifted 275 kg He al.so bettered his 
best in the bench press, lifting 170 
kg against the older effort of 
162 5kg. In dead lift, he put to 
shade the national record of 275 
kg, by A. Krishnamurthy of 
Karnataka, by lifting 280 kg. The 
total weight lift^ by Balwinder 
(726 kg) was also better than the 
current national record of 692 5 
kg set up by him at the last 
nationals at Jamshedpur. 

The highlight of the meet was 
that four other lifters created new 
meet records. They were Rakesh 
Kumar of Jalandhar (52 kg), 
Jagdish Kumar of Kapurthala (56 
kg). Vicky of Patiala (67.5 kg)and 
dm Prakash ofPatiala (76 kg). 

The team championships was 
won by hosts Patiala district with 
79 points, while KapUrthala 
finished runners up with 62 
points. 

In the junior ^tfon, 

Kapurthala bagg^l the winners’ 
trophy totalling^ points, and 
Pktlala Came ruhnete-up with 47 
points. 

Amar^ Singh V 


Inter-Railway Footliall 

E astern railway deffeated 

South Eastern Railway by a 
^so'itary goal in an evenly- 
contested junior final to win the 
Inter-Railway Football Cham-, 
plonship at the Railway Recrea¬ 
tion Club Grounds, Secunderabad. 

The match-winner came six mi¬ 
nutes before the end of regulation 
time when P. Dev paced down the 
left flank and sent a fine cross to 
Santosh Dutta, who was well near 
the box. But before Dutta could 
take a shot, he was heckled from 
behind by a defender and the re¬ 
feree awarded a spot kick, which 
was netted home by skipper De- 
bashish Hazra. 

The Championship conducted 
by the South Central Railway, 
Swunderabad, attracted 26 teams 
from all over India. 

L.AshH 

nnder-17 (picket 

E ast zone retained the Vijay 
Hazare under-17 Cricket 
Trophy for the second successive 
year when they beat Central Zone 
by a first innings lead at the 
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Qyarsllal (left) and Udbaw Singh of the Ra|put Regiment. 
from Maharashtra run neok to neok during the marathon 
run from Jalongi to Behrampore. Ultimately, Qyarsilal won ' 
the race defeating Udhaw Sizxgh by one second. The 
marathon ^as organised by Ute Murshidabad Dtstrlot R6ad 
Race Association. About 88 runners took part from diBk^ht ' 
parts of India 


Gymkhana Grounds in 
Sfjounderabad 

The entire final belonged to the. 
young Calcutta lad Saurab 
j Ganguly. The left-hander 
j .scintillated with the bat and ball, 
j In the first innings, when East 
I Zone’s skipper put Central Zone 
I into bat, things went wrong for 
! the East Zone, right from the 
word go 

The Central Zone went on to pile 
300 run.s losing six wickets on the 
first day. Rambabu Pal (71) and A. 
Ramnani (61) spearheaded their 
side to a good position. 

The only consolation the East 
Zone achieved was through 
Saurab Ganguly. He picked up 3 
wickets with his medium pacers 

On the second day, resuming at 
the overnight score of 300, 
Central Zone were bundled out for 
353. Once again Ganguly was the 
pick of the lot when he returned 
with an impressive figure of 
18.2-4-58-0, 

Playing a cool game, the 
Bengali lad, Ganguly stole the 
limelight and tore apart the 
Central Zone bowling and went on 
to slam 86 runs in the first 
innings. He came as a saviour 
when his side was struggling at 
37 for 2. 

Ganguly, who was in the 
under-19 trials at Bombay, sent a 
warning to the selectors when he 
added 88 runs with Abhijit 
Chatterjee for the third wicket, At 
the end of the second day. East 
Zone ended with a score of 222 for 
five wickets, 

Gautham Dutta (52) and 
.Jayantho Ghosh (33) carried tlie 
honours on the third day. when 
they gave their side a slender lead 
of 8 runs. West Zone went on toe 
score 363. 

When Central Zone tried all 
tricks to remove the pair which 
scored 70 runs for the ninth 
wicket, it was all over for the 
Central Zone. In fact nine bowlers 
were used by the Central skipper 
The frustration to bowl,out their 
rivals can better be seen by the 
number of bowlers used 

At the end of the third day. 
Central Zone compiled 115 runs 
losing three wickets in their 
second Innings ManojMudgal. 
overnight 56 not out, added 12 


runs before he got himself run out 
at his individual score of 68 on the 
fourth day 

Once again yet another medium 
pacer Manaah Roy wrecked havoc 
when he scalped 5 Central Zone 
wickets m the second innings. 
Central were all out for 261 which 
included 20 penalty runs leaving 
East Zone to score 254 for a 
victory. 

Chasing the victory target, East 
finished with 218 for five. It was 
again the left hander Saurab 
Ganguly, who impressed with the 
bat again He scored 95, just 
missing his maiden ton by 5 runs. 
Others who impressed on the last 
day were Dipak Sahu (40) and 
Abhijit Chatterjee (31) 

Saurab Ganguly surely needs 
all the praise for, because of this 
lad. East Zone won Trophy. This 
Calcutta boy has all the potential 
to reach greater heights, if given 
proper encouragement. 

L. Ashli 

CALCUTTA 

Warren Opffli Golf 

D ELHI’S Ali Sher won the sixth • 
Warren Open golf 


championship in the first week of 
February. At the Tollygunge club 
course, Ali Sher went about 
splendidly on the final day and 
pipped reigning champion Basad 
Ali to the post. 

Ali Sher was regarded as a 
potential threat to Calcutta’s 
Basad Ali even before the Warren 
Open started. Ali sher was in fine 
nick in the Grindlay’s Open and in 
about all the major tourneys that 
he was playing, Sher was in great 
form. 

But Basad Ali, till the beginning 
of the Warren Open, the oldest 
Open in the city, was winning just 
about apy title easily. Obviously, 
he was the tournament favourite. 

Till the penultimate day of the 
four-day championship, Basad 
Ali, one of the city’s most well 
known professionals, enjoyed a 
slender lead over All Sher. But on 
the final day, the Delhi pro carded 
a brilliant four-under 67, the 
tournament’s best? to push Basad 
Ali to the runners-up position. 

' Ali Sher aggj^gated 278 from. , 
four rounds. Basad Ali was three " 
strokes behind, Lucknow’ss Vyay 
Kumkr finished third with 288 • 
points, 

CMoUtta’sy^awag^clisyit : 
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the amateur’s tiUe. Bhalotia also 
qualifi6Binthemai«clrawof40 ’ 
on the basis of his fine display in 
the second round of the 
ohanipionship. But the 
prbfljMlonals M/ere just top good 
fox* him. 

Finishing tan strokes behind 
Bhalotia was Subhanker Sen in 
the amateur’s section. K. Handol 
was third with 312 points. 

The amateurs got to rub their 
shoulders with the professionals 
in the pro-am section of the 
tournament. Basad Ali teaming 
up with Suneeta Goenka finished 
first, Chini, another well known 
professional from the city, paired 
with C. Sanyal to finish second, 
while C.K. Pasari ^nd Seikh 
Alauddin came third. 

Golf is fast becoming a lucrative 
sport. The organisers, this time 
kept Rs 70,000 for grabs AliSher 
took the winners’ purse of Rs 
11,662 and Basad settled for Rs 
7,777. 

Soumitra Bose 

AU'lndia Rural Gaines 

S WIMMERS" from rural Bengal 
proved that they were the best 
in the country In the recently 
concluded All-India rural Games 
(group II) here in Calcutta, Bengal 
ruled the Subhas Sarobar pool and 
barring a few events, the home 
team swimmers swept all the titles 
at stake. 

The group II of the All-India 
Games involves four 
disciplines—swimming, 
gymnastics, wrestling and 
weightlifhting. While there were 
ten states taking part in the 
wrestling championships, three 
in gymnastics and five in the 
swimming pool, there were, 
besides the hosts, no competitors 
in weightlifting. 

TurnOutwis®, the Games were 
sort of a dishsber. Out of the 400 
competitors jn the four disciplines 
expTOted, only 156 turned up. 
Officials from moat statss were 
sore aboul the Bpoi^'Authority of 
Ititha dihepth^th^ a;stam can V 
participejtedn^t One.aveht. 

Mr Bhlbir Singh , head of the 
Pumab gyinhastihs delegation, 
said: "ThaS^'debUggn is quite. 

-—r- ' ■ - - - 



Ashish Kumar: men’s 
champion in the gymiiastio 
events 


unjust. Punjab have some of the 
best wrestlers in the country and 
also a few good lifters. But SAI 
doesn’t kllow us to take part in 
more than one event. Then how is 
the best talent in the country 
being judged?’’ 

The SAI d^sion looks quite 
Unfair. If thel&tscan compete in 
all the then why 

bannoithi True, 

Bengm Btm'nuhers competed, 
against some of the best rural, 
swimmeis in the country, but had 


Karnataka or even Maharashtra 
heeh here, the home team 
swimmerscertainly would have 
had it tough. 

Action at the Subhas Sarobar 
pool centered around the home 
team Swimmers. Only Kerela's G. 
Biju prevented a clean sweep. Biju 
was the fastest boy in the 1500m 
freestyle; lOOm freestyle and the 
loom backstroke. 

Bengal's UttamNasker was 
perhaps the most impressive 
swimmer. Besides winning the 
200m freestyle ih a time of g;27.24 
seconds, Masker won the 4(^m 
freestyle, SOOm freestyle and was 
part of the winning 4 x lOOm 
medley relay team. 

Jharna Mohanti cornered most 
of the glory in the girls’ section. 
Among other wins, Jharna won 
the 400m freestyle and the 200m 
individual medley. 

At the Khudlram Ahusilan 
Kendra, where gymnastics were 
gone through, the story was no 
different. Bengal went almost 
unchallenged. The Andhra and 
Punjab gymnasts Icxiked a little 
jaded and they seemed out of 
rhythm in most of the exercises. 

Bengal won the team titles in 
the boy’s and girls’ Sections. It was 
a team effort from the home team 
performers that saw the hosts 
through to the two titles. In the 
individual championship, 
however, Punjab’s well-built 
Ashish Kumar took the top spot, 
while Bengal’s Jhumur Mitra won 
in the girls’ side. 

As far as the individual 
apparatus events were concerned, i 
Bengal under-ten gymnast Shiela 
Gal was a fine performer. Shiela’s 
display on the floor was quite 
thrilling an'd the beam balance 
also proved to be her forte i 

Ashish Kumar won two of the | 

individual events—the parallel bai' 
and the Roman rings. Had It not 
been for a palm injury, Ashish 
might have added a third in the 
horizontal bar. 

Whereever strength comes into 
play, Bengal never have it easy. It 
was only in the wrestling section 
that Bengal went medal less. The 
honours were divided among 
Kerala, Himachal Pradesh, Goa 
and Bihar. 

Soumitra Boae 
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W E are now 

moving into 
blocks with 
one-step 

j movements This week 
j we are goin^ to discuss 
I smkpti-jodaii-uki or the 
I upper block. Having 
I already discussed the 
basics of the upper block 
earlier m this column, 
we won’t go into that 
again Instead we’ll go 
' directly into the 
I movement sequence. 
Starting with the 
non - blocking hand 
held vertically In front 
of your face, hrst about 
nose height with the 
elbow in front of the 
solar plexus, put the 
blocking hand across 
from the front. Then, 
with the corresponding 



foot to the blocking 
hand forward, tltirow an 
upper block. Moye onp. 
step forward and throw 
another upper block. 

On completion of three 
blocks (with three steps 
forward) cross the back 
leg begind youj swivel 
on the ball of the back 
foot and turn right 
around. Even as you 
complete the turn, your 
hands should be taking 
the ready position 
again. Once you are 
facing the other way, 
move forward three 
steps while throwing 
three upper blocks. 

The important thing 
to remember while 
practising your blocks is 
that there is no second 
chance A missed punch 
can always be tried 
again. But a missed 
block might just end 
your fight! Keep the 
hand very tight, while 
twisting the forearm 
upwards to help deflect 
any punch. In fact, on 
completion of the block 
your elbow should be 
bent at a 45" angle with 
the fist facing outwards 
at about head height 
(not higher as shown in 
the photographs). 

















Sordid Facts 


F irst things first. Thanks for 
bringing out the bare and 
somewhat sordid facts about our 
beloved Mohammed Shahid’s 
maltreatment. And now the rest. 

There is no way we can 
undermine the grevious loss that 
has befallen Indian hockey On 
the one hand, my heart wells up 
with pride when I think of the 
glorious past of Indian hockey 
and on the other hand, we are 
once again, standing face to face 
with the decline and fall of Indian 
hockey. 

After all, what does it take to 
transform our national pride to 
national shame? 

Why, people like M.P Ganesh. 

It is so difficult to reconcile to 
the fact that there will be no 
longer players like the dazzling 
Mohamm^ Shahid to pla-y for our 
country. The future looks so 
bleak. 

M.P. SINGH. 

New Delhi. 


Youth Power* _ 

IT was heartening to note that 
the Indian cricket selectors have 
decided to introduce young 
talents to the present Indian 
squad of 22 probables, for the tour 
of the West Indies. 

Undoubtedly, it Is going to be a 


tough tour for the Indians because 
they are under the pressure of 
facing the quickies all the time 
But It IS not true that onl.y 
experienced players can handle 
the fast bowling 

We lust induct younger players 
into the team so that they get the 
necessary experience 
RAJEEV MOHAN. 

Tiiisiikia 


The Cry Over Hue 

IF a protessional spoi t.sman 
issued a statement that ho 
wished to play in South Africa, or 
against South African.s in 
general, ho would be promptly 
branded as antinational 

Nobody would pau.so to consider 
that it IS natural for any 
sportsmen to want to pit his skills 
against others of his kind, 
irrespective of national loyalities 

It IS therefore sui prising that 
sports people have not been 
forthcoming m their 
condemnation of t he politicisation 
of spoi ts which has altected their 
careers advcr.sely 

Take for instance the ca.se of 
Zola Budd Is it lair that a talented 
individual like her should be 
denied international c ompetition 
because the national policies of 
her country go against t he 
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foreign policies of the rest of the 
world? 

If we compare her career to 
another talented sportswoman 
like Florence Griffith Joyner, we 
realise what a difference 
international exposure and 
recognition can do to the career 
and life of a sports person 

It is not only the glitter and the 
glamour that she is missing but 
also the doubling and the tripling 
of her earning from films, 
television and the print media 

Compare Budd's short-lived 
international career with the 
longevity of Mary Decker Slaney 
and you will realise not only how 
much she is being denied, but akso 
the human potential that is 
wasted 

The anti-apartheid lobby's 
motive in isolating South Africa is 
in ihself laudable if pressure 
exerted by a majority of nations 
can stop the preposterous 
persecution of blacks there, that 
would be excellent But the effect 
ot the policy seems to be harming 
innocent people and especially 
individuals and therefore one 
should think anew about having a 
new South Africa policy that is 
just and effective 
P SUMATHI. 

Calcutta 


No Killer Instinct 


IN recent years. Ramesh 
Krishnan has showed that he has 
a strong competitive instinct as 
well. His recent triumph over 
Amos Mansdorf in the New 
Zealand Open paved the way for 
his historic victory over Mats 
Wilander (SporCsworld. 25th 
January) in the Australian Open 

The straight sets win over the 
Swede silenced the critics but his 
ouster in the next l ound was 
rather surprising Krisnan 
should develop the killer instinct 
if he is really interested in 
winning any of the Grand Slam 
events. Anyway, Ramesh is stil 
the only ray of hope in Indian 
tennis at present. 

AKHILESH KRISHNAN. 

Madras. 
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QUESTIONS 


1. In the Thirties the rivalry between 
two women players with the same 
Christian name was well-known 
in the tennis world. 

2 A three times Wimbledon winner 
(men's singles) gave up tennis 
because of ill health, took to 
badminton and eventually 
became a famous official in 
English badminton Who is he"? 

3 Who earned the nickname 
"Nasty" for his behaviour on 
tennis Courf^ 

4, Which was the last Olympics for 
South Africa'^ 

5 What IS common to Edwin 
Moses, Pankaj Roy and Diego 
Maradona"^ 

6 Which goal is known as "The 
President's Goal" and why"^ 

7. Which English football team was 
known as the "Bank of England 
club" and why'’ 

8 Beckenbaur regards a certain 
footballer as the greatest 
dribbler I ever saw" Who is he'’ 

9 Which was the first team to win 
the South American Cup (Copa 
Libertadores de America) three 
years in succession'’ 

10 Andrew' is the middle name of a 
famous swimmer whose 
achievements have made him 
almost a household name 
throughout the world Guess 
who’’ 


I ANSWERS 

1, Helen Jacobs and Helen Wulls 
Moody. 

2. Wilfred Baddeley 

3. Hie Nastase 

4 The rome Olympics (1960) 

5 All of them were born on the 31 st 
day day of the month 

I (Moses—31 8 1955, Panka) 

Roy—31 5.1928, 

Maradona—31 10 i960) 

6 Carlos Alberto's goal for Brazil in 
the 1970 World Cup final IS so 

j called because it confirmed the 
j prediction of the then Brazilian 

President (Emilio Medici) that 
I Brazil would win 4-1 

7 Because it signed some 
six-figure players 

8 Garnncha 

9 Estudiantes de La Plata (1968 to 
1970), 

10, Mark (Andrew) Spitz 


QUIZ/CHESS/I 


CHESS 

J R Capablanca was born lOO 
years ago in November 1888. For 
the general public after the First 
"World War he was Mr Chess, and 
many could not understand how 
he lost the world title to Alekhine 
m 1927 In fact, natural ability 
wap no longer enough to beat hard 
training and study away from the 
board Yet the Cuban's quick sight 
of the board still excites our 
admiration Take this game from 
Budapest 1929 in which he 
reduces a German master to total 
passivity with just a few accurate 
moves White- J R Capablanca Black 
A Brlnckmann Slav Defence 
1 d4 d5 2 c4 c6 3 Nf3 NIB 4 Nc3 (Uc4 5 a4 
B(5 6 Ne5 Nbd7 7 Nxe4 Qc7 8 g3 e5 
A freeing move that made Black's 
system all the rage about the time, 
9 dies Nxa5 lO 814 Nfd711 Bg216 12 0 0 Be6 
13 NxeS ties 14 Be3 Be7 
A normal developing move, but 
SIX years later Capa himself 
played 14 Bc5to exchange 
bishops and so relieve the 
pressure on the Q-side 
15a5a6 

Better to castle at once and let the 
pawn come on to a6 rather than 
have the hole at be which lets 
White play for early control of the 
d-file, 

16 Qc2 0 - 0 17 Rfdl Rae 818 Nd5! BxdS 19 
BxdS iUi820Be6NfB 

Or 20 ,, Rd8 21 Rxd7 Rxd7 22 
Bbe Qc8 23 Bxd7 Qxd7 24 Rdl 
taking the centre file, much as in 
the game. 

21 Bb6 abS 22 BdTI Nxd7 23 Rzd7 RfB 24 
Ra(URe6 25 0b3B<626e4 
Fixing the isolated pawn which in 
Its turn hinders Black's mobility 
26... b6 27 Bc5 iUi7 28 Rxb7 ac8 28 Rld7 
Black resigns 

BLACK 
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Complete paralysis as Black can 
only shuffle his king to h8 and 
back, or try Qa8. but White wins 
another pawn by Qb6 and Ra7 and 
would soon promote on a8. 

B*mard Caffarty 

BRIDGE 

Partner opens one spaSe, 
vulnerable, there is a butt-in of 
four hearts, and you hold. 

4 8 

0? 9 

O K J 7 5 4 3 

4» K 0 9 7 2 

What would you bid^ in an 
invitation tournament at The 
Hague, they had to invent a 
special prize for Irving Rise’s 
selection, four spades! If partner 
is long in spades he may make it, 
and if you are doubled you can 
begin a rescue manoeuvre with 
4NT. intending to finish in a 
minor The result was a bit odd, 
for this was the full hand 
♦ a 

c? 9 

O K J 7 5 4 ,3 
+ K 0 9 7 2 


W 


# 0 10 9 
CPA 2 
O A 10 9 
+18543 


WHITE 


+ 6 5 3 2 

C> Q J 10 8 6 5 4 3| 

O - 

+ 6 

+ A K 1 7 4 
<? K 7 
0 0 8 6 2 

+ A 10 


Four spades was passed out, and 
owing to the lucky division of the 
spades and the fact that the 
defenders did not find their ruff 
Barnet Shenkin recorded 650. 

Irving might have won a prize 
of a different sort, you may think, 
for his performance on another 
hand, dealt by West at love all: 

♦ A 

CJ A 0 J 10 9 8 5 

O A 0 J 

+ 7 

+ 6 

C? 3 

0 9 7 6 5 

+ Q98S43 2 


+KQ87432 

2 

0 4 2 

+ A K J 


+ J 10 9 5 
O K 7 6 4 
o K 10 e 3 

♦ 6 

The Dutch West i^iened two 
spades, showing a pre-empt in an 
unspecified suit. Irving passed. If 
East had had the sense to pass too. 
his side would have had a fine 
result. But East bid 2NT and 
eventually defended in six spades 
doubled, four down. 

Boris Schapiro 
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S HE has so many 
trophies; first in 
the World Cup 
combined in 1984 
and 1985; first in the 
World Cup downhill in 
1984 and 1986; 
youngest ever Olympic 
downhill champion in 
1984 in Sarajevo; world 
downhill champign in 
1985; silver medallist in 
the XVth Olympic 
Winter Games in 
Calgary etc..., but 
Michela Figini makes no 
special distinction 
between them because: 
“every victory is 
different, and ezkch one 
is special. Each is the 
reward of thotisanos of 
constant sacrifices and 
efforts”. 

At 22, Michela lives 
only for skiing, an 
adventure which 
“shapes your character. 
It’s a high-risk sport and 
it’s this risk that we 
love. You are confronted 
with it every day and 
fight to get in front of 
the others. You have to 
enjoy this fight or else 
there is no point in 
getting involved in it. 
The level in 
international skiing 
goes up every year; 
medals are lost by 
hundredths of a second. 
And so you have to fight 
to the limit to succeed.” 

Think and concentrate 
hard before setting off. 
Five minutes before the 
start the skier leaves the 
others and goes through 
the race several times in 
her mind. “I 
concentrate: there is a 
mogul, a bend, another 
mogul, the finish...If I 
suddenly say to myself: 
and after that mogul, 
what comes next? My 
concentration has gone. 

I start again. You have 
to know the run by 
heart, as the slightest 
error can be dangerous 
or even fatal.” 
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T he one person that 
kve iGok forward to 
during the xxnirse 
of a long working 
day in the offloe is the 
mailman. He is either a 
very tall man or a very 
short man. But as sodD 
as he arrives, there is a 
restrained fluttef of 
anticipation. 

There are different 
types of letters. There 
are letters ft'om free¬ 
lance journalists send¬ 
ing in reports of local 
events. There are feature 
agencies sending in 
syndicated columns. 
There are photo¬ 
graphers sending their 
stiiH. And lastly, there 
are letters written by 
readers. And in this 
also, we receive a wide 
variety of letters. 

There are letters 
which come on typed 
paper, neat, double¬ 
spaced with a wide 
enough margin on the 
left. Then there is a chil¬ 
dish scrawl of a very 
young girl asking for an 
autograph of Imran 
Khan. And there are let¬ 
ters which praise par- 
Ucular articles and let¬ 
ters which spot mistakes 
in the magamne. (Far 
example: In the Annual 
Cricket Quiz, the photo 
of Robin Singh was iden¬ 
tified as Winston Davis). 

Ebreryone peruses the 
letters. Feedback is the 
UfblinC of any magazine 
and we ere no different. 
Sometimes, a reader 
feels that an article was- 
well written. He writes 
ih his apineoiation and 
Hie writer feefe ufdifted. i 
Botheii mea. like the 
other day. Rhhit Bri- . 
jnaath got a letter Aram a 
girt saying that sIm was 
^ah admifwr of his tomis 
, Writings. She then 
asked what she rtioUld 
' in college hecauee | 









Steffi Oraf has a laorge . 
fan feQowtng in the 
oonntry 

she wanted to he a tennis 
writer, toQ. Talk about. 
resp^i^trilty.. and tbte 


Sometjimea; 
writes in. Sluing 
adxfeees cr .a 
Idaysr eepscteliy 
' <^. ■ hae; 


somsthing about the 
acbieyements of this 
young ght that has crer 
ated such a.wide admira¬ 
tion for her. Strange in a 
country where there are. 
. . very few people, who 
' actually play tennis or is 
... it that dm epitomises 
women’s" hheratfon in a 
country where Women 
are treated as second 
ciam citizens in most 
parts of India. 

And, of course, in be¬ 
tween all this, we recog¬ 
nise the regular letter- 
writers. They adso have 
their own style. 

There is a reader from 
Bihar who always sends 
in his letter on a very 
neat sheet. Then there is 
another reader from 
Orissa who writes in red 
ink, a short snappy and 
usually sarcastic com¬ 
ment on some article. 
Sometimes we enjoy it 
because what he writes 
is true and sometimes 
we want to strangle his 
neck. 

Then there is a reader 
who writes in asking fpr 
an address. We reply. 
She is thrilled and 
writes in again, asking 
for the address of 
another player, think¬ 
ing that we will not reo' 
ognlse the name. But no 
way lady, we are not 
that busy as yet. that we 
do not have time to rec¬ 
ognise letters. 

. And so life goes.on* 
The day ends, we finish 
work, ,we wish each 
other goodbye, we go 
home. Night cornea. 
moon cmnes up: Thmi 
the goes down and 

the sun comes up. It i# a$ 
'.netv dayv We come io 

, . work: end. 

i ; .; 

^.. ■ 'hrfdneS^fhifit6(' • hr 

■a ' J,' ' ’*''k 
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Does your dudhwallo 
serve you milk ^ 
on the train? i. 


My dudhwalla does.\ 


You must toe careful 
about your food and drink 
when you are travelling. Milk 
gets contaminated or turns 
sour fast. Always take a tin of 
Amul Milk Powder along. 

With Amul Milk Powder 
you have pure, rich, creamy 
milk, mixed and ready in 
minutes. Good to drink, 
good for tea and coffee, 
dahi, lassi, kheer, custard, ( 
cakes, rasgollas... 



I 
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r Tennis 











It's altogether a difterenl ball game. 
Power Tennis The ultimate range ot 
tennis footwear. Engineered for the court 
Trusted by the big league. 

The Power Ultimo. Feather light. With 
double density abrasion resistant, 
non-skidding soles. With a double texture 
super tough upper. And cushioned 
comfort all through. 

Also available in the Power Tenftis range 
are the "bi-coloursole" Power Tennis Star 
and the regular Power Mexico. 

Whatever your choice, your tennis gets 
the Power. Ji 


THE POWER BE HI 


THE GLORY_ 











